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PREFACE. 


IT  has  been  our  fortune,  to  trace  our  unhappy 
civil  difTentions,  down  from  their  original  caufes 
and  earlieft  appearance,  nearly  to  the  point  of  their 
ultimate  conclufion,  in  the  feparation  of  Great- 
Britain  and  her  colonies.  In  this  courfe,  which 
conftantly  required  all  the  labour  and  attention  we 
were  capable  of  beftowing,  we  were,  by  degrees, 
unwittingly  led  into  the  execution  of  a  work  far 
beyond  our  ability  and  powers;  and  upon  which 
we  could  fcarcely  have  ventured,  had  we  forefeen  its 
extent  and  difficulty.  We  were  led  into  the  hiftory 
of  a  war  of  fuch  a  magnitude,  as  would  have  afforded 
a  full  fcope  to  the  genius  of  the  firft  writers.  A  war, 
by  far  the  moft  dangerous  in  which  the  Britifh  na- 
tion was  ever  involved;  of  the  firft  rank  in  point  of 
adion  and  event;  but  of  ftill  wider  importance,  when 
confidered  with  a  view  to  its  adlual  or  probable  con- 
fequences.  It  has  already  overturned  thofe  favourite 
'fyftems  of  policy  and  commerce,  both  in  the  old  and 
in  the  new  world,  which  the  wifdomof  ages,  and  the 
power  of  the  greateft  nations,  had  in  vain  endeavoured 
to  render  permanent ;  and  it  feems  to  have  laid  the 
feeds  of  ftill  greater  revolutions  in  the  hiftory  and 
mutual  relations  of  mankind. 

Unequal 


iv  PREFACE. 

Unequal  as  we  were  to  the  tafk,  and  under  all  the 
obvious  difficulties  and  diladvantages  attending  the 
writing  and  publication  of  hiftory  immediately  on  the 
heel  of  adion,  we  have  fortunately  had  no  occafion 
to  regret  our  temerity.  The  increafing  favour  we  ex- 
perience from  the  public  at  home,  and  the  diftinguifhed 
reception  which  our  work  meets  with  abroad,  not 
only  in  thofe  extenfive  parts  of  the  world  where  the 
Englifli  language  is  vernacular,  but  wherever  the  ge- 
neral affairs  of  mankind  are  fo  far  known  as  to  be  in- 
terefting,  and  are  admitted  to  become  fubjedts  of  free 
difcuffion,  have  fully  qualified  all  our  apprehenlions, 
and  amply  repaid  our  labours.  In  thefe  circumflances, 
inflead  of  repining  at  any  expence  of  labour  or  time, 
it  will  ever  be  our  pride  that  we  happened  to  be  the 
early  and  faithful  recorders  of  events  of  fuch  magni- 
tude and  celebrity,  and  that  we  have  been  at  any  pe- 
riod, capable  of  producing  a  work  which  has  met 
with  fuch  general  approbation. 

The  repeated  complaints  which  have  been  made, 
relative  to  the  delay  of  the  prefent  publication,  has 
compelled  us  to  the  painful  neceflity,  of  running  more 
into  egotifm,  and  bringing  ourfelves  more  forward, 
upon  this  occafion,  than  ufual.  As  it  may  now  be 
hoped,  that  the  return  of  the  public  tranquillity  will 
afford  fome  confiderable  relaxation  of  our  labour,  (for 
we  fhall  claim  none  v/ith  refped  to  care  and  affiduity) 
fo,  by  degrees,  a  due  punftuality  as  to  the  feafon  of 
publication  will  be  a  neceffary  confequence. 
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CHAP.        I. 

RetrofpeHi've  'vieno  of  affairs  in  the  Eajl,  nvhich  led  to  the  late  alarming 
and  dangerous  Jituation  of  the  Britijh  empire  in  hidia.  State  of  the  na^ 
ti've  povjers,  icith  refpetl  to  each  other,  and  to  the  Eaji  India  Company, 
Greatnefs  of  the  Maratta  empire ;  and  nature  of  its  ponver,  rejources, 
and  government.  Infant  Ram-Rajah  depofed,  and  a  govertimetit  of 
minijters,  called  the  Paijhnx:ajhip,  fubjlituted  in  his  place.  Ragonaut 
R01V,  being  obliged  to  abandon  t'conab  und  his  country,  for  the  afjaffina- 
tion  of  his  nephe'W,  the  young  Paijhnva  files  fr  refuge  to  Bombay.  Pro- 
teiiion  afforded  to  Ragonaut,  lays  the  fcunaution  of  all  tie  Jubfequent 
nuars  iLttb  the  Marattas.  treaty  of  friemijhip  and  alliance  bctn.veen  :ht 
Eajl  India  Company  and  Hyder  Ally,  concluded  at  Madras  in  the  year 
1769.  Refufal  to  furnijh  Hyder  ivith  the  fuc(Ciirs  fiipulatcd  by  treaty ^ 
in  his  fuhjcquent  ruinous  nvar  ivith  the  Marattas,  ej'iranges  that  prince 
from  the  company t  and  occafions  his  nnbvaciyjg  French  connexions,  ^/reaty 
concluded  at  Bc7nhay  ivith  Ragonaut  Roiu.  H'ar  entered  into  ivith  the 
Marattas  for  his  reficration  to  poiL-er.  Ifland  of  Salfette,  Baroach, 
mnd  other  places  conquered,  treaty  of  Pocnuh ;  by  tuhich  Ragcnat  t  is  t» 
i>e  gi'-ven  up,  and  the  acow  ccnquejls  are  confirmed  to  the  company.  Afoy 
Vol.  XXV.  [^]  fvjiemi 
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fyfitms  of  police  adopted,     Ragonaiit  Roiu  is  JJill  protedcd,  and  'various 
intrigues  entered  into  for  a  rtuolution  in  the  Maratt.x  governtnent  in  his 
faionr.      Neiv  demands  to  be  made  upon  the  Court  of  Poonah,  the  rejec- 
tion  of  ifhiih  are    to    he  deemed   'violations   of  the  late  treaty.      Strong 
milttary  free  under  Colonel  Lejlie,  fent  acrcfs  the  continent  from  Bengal. 
Proceedings  of  that  detachment  ;    Lrfie  dies,  and  is  fuccccdcd  by  Colonel 
Goddard.     Propofals  for  a  treaty  'with  Mccdajec  Boofa,  the    Rajah    of 
Berar,  for  placing  him  at  the  head  of  the  Maratta  empiic.     The  Court 
ef  Poonah  refufmg   to  comph  'with  the  ne'w  demands,  the  Britijh  refident 
IS  'withdra-n.-n,  and  the  Bombay  army  landed  on  the  continent,  in  order  to 
accompany  Ragonaut  Rcw  to  that  capital.     Army  beitig  Jurrounded,  and  all 
means  of  retreat  cut  oj',  a  capitulation  takes  place.     Moderate  terms  impofed 
by  the  Marattas  in  the  treaty  of  IJ'or gaum.     Ragonaut  Roiv  is  gi'ven  up, 
and  the  army  conducted  by  a  body  of  Maratta  horjc  to  the  fea  coajl,  -ivhert  is 
embarks Jor  Bombay. 


THE    fuccefs    which   attcnucd 
the  Britilli  arms  in  the  year 
1778,    by    the    taking    of   Poncii- 
cherry,    and    the    entire    redudion 
of  all   the    French    fettlemcnts   in 
that    part    of   the   world,   feemed, 
along  with  the  powerful  armies  in 
the  hands  of  the  Eall  India  Com- 
pany, and  the  naval  force  dellincd 
to  their  fupport  under  Sir  Edward 
Hughes,  fully    fufficient,    not    only 
to  fecure   their  prelent  tranquillity, 
but    to  lay    fucli   a    foLindadon   of 
ftrength   and   profpcrity,    as   could 
not  eafily  be  fhaken.     They  were 
now  freed   from   their  only  Euro- 
pean competitor,  and  from  a  moil 
a<5live  and  enterprizing  neighbour, 
whofe    fpirit   of  intrigue,    as    well 
as   power,    whether  in    war   or   in 
peace,     would      cor.llantly     aftbrd 
matter  of  jealoufy,  if  not  of  ap- 
prehenfion ;   and  as  wars  and  con- 
quells    had     not     originally    been 
propofed  as  the  end  of  that  inlli- 
tution,     and    were    rendered     llill 
lefs   fo,    by  the   Hate   of  affairs  in 
Europe,    it    was    fuppofed,  that    it 
would  require  no  great  rehnement 
in   policy,  or    in   conduft,  to    pre- 
ferve  fuch  a  balance  between  the 
native    powers,    as,    without     en- 


gaging much  in  their  particular 
quarrels,  would  enable  the  com- 
pany to  become  the  arbiter  of  In- 
dia, and  tend  equally  to  the  general 
tranquillity,  and  to  the  maintenance 
of  their  own  fuperiority. 

It  was  accordingly  hoped  at 
home,  and  afforded  no  fmall  con- 
folntion  in  the  molt  alarming  fitua- 
tion  which  wc  had  ever  yet  expe- 
rienced, tlut,  howev^cr  Great  Bri- 
tain might  have  been  overborne,  in 
that  very  unequal  contcll  which 
fhe  was  doomed  to  fullain  in  every 
other  quarter  of  the  globe,  yet,  that 
her  dominion  and  commerce  in  the 
Eall,  being  happily  free  from  the 
contingencies  oi  war,  itill  remained 
whole  and  unimpaired;  and  might 
prove  an  unfailing  relource  of 
wealth  and  of  ilrength  in  the  worit 
event. 

Such  were  the  hopes  of  the  pub- 
lic, and  fuch  perhaps  the  fpecu- 
lations  of  llatcfmen.  But  the  af- 
fairs of  nations,  their  advcrfity  and 
fuccefs,  often  depend  upon  unfore- 
feen  circumilances,  which  politi- 
cal fagacity  cannot  always  provide 
againlt.  The  experience  of  ages 
has  fhewn,  that  it  is  exceedingly 
diriicult  to  keep  arms  long  unem- 
ployed, 
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ployed,  in  the  hards  of  thofe  who 
have  been  accuftomed  co  ule  them 
with  great  etteft  and  advantage. 
Such  a  reftraint  requires  a  llrong 
and  immediate  concroul ;  and  is 
not  eafi'.y  practicable  under  a  re- 
mote government.  The  abundant 
mears  of  war  in  the  hand?  of  the 
company's  fervants  naturally  ten- 
ded to  its  production ;  and  it  will 
not  be  doubted,  that  conqoeft  and 
the  overthrow  of  ftates,  are  atten- 
ded with  circumftances,  wiiich 
promife  a  full  gratification  to 
I'ome  of  the  flrorgeft  paffions  of  the 
human  mind. 

The     wanronnefs    and    injuflice 
attributed  to  fome  wars  undertaken 
in  India,   had   (to    the   honour  of 
the    public    feelings,  whether   the 
charges  were  ill  or  well  founded) 
be;r.   for   fome   time  a  matter   of 
general     execration    in     England. 
The   cenfures   pafled    in  fome   in- 
ftances    by    the   company,  if  they 
did   not   fully  conhrm,  at  lead  af- 
forded  a    general    fanflion  to  the 
charges.     We  have  heretofore  had 
occafion   more  than  once  to    take 
notice  of  the  caufes,  which  tend- 
ed   to   leffen    the  auchcrity  of  the 
company   over  its   fervants  in  In- 
dia,   and    neceffarily,    their    reve- 
rence   for    their    employer?,    and 
obedience     to     their      commands. 
But    the    company    itfelf,    in    its 
ruling   and    governing    powers  at 
home,     did    not    efc^pe    a    large 
portion   of  public  cerfure,  c-rnved 
from  the  imputed  rVQ-bitance?  of 
their  fervants  abro-j.     They  were 
charged  with  a  general  ir.Jecifion, 
a  deficiency  of  foirit    and  vigour, 
and    even    fome  apparent   contra - 
diilicns  in  their  conduft  and  mea- 
fures.      That   they    did   not   fcfn- 
ciently  exercife  the  authority  which 
they    poffeffed.     That   they     were 


content  to  reprove  where  they 
fhould  punilh  ;  and  that  they  trail- 
ed to  the  future  obedience  of  thofe 
who  had  already  been  guiltv  of 
the  mcft  glaring,  pernicious,  and 
even  contemptaous  adls  of  difobe- 
dience. 

In    fall   proportion  to   the   fan- 
guine  hopes  entertained,  upon  the 
profperous    appearance   of  things, 
at  the  time  that  the  French  power 
was  annihilated  in  India,  was  the 
conllernation      and       aftoniihment 
which   llruck  the    nation,   at   that 
unexpefted  and  unaccountable  re- 
volution which  fo  foon  after  took 
place  in  the  aiFars  of  the  compa- 
ny ;    and  which,  (baking  the  Bri- 
tilh  empire  in  the  Eaft  to  its  cen- 
ter,  threatened  no    lefs    than    the 
extinftioH  of  the  Englifh  name  in 
that   quarter   of  the  globe.     The 
conduct  of  the  company  and  of  its 
fervants,  became  naturally  fubiecls 
of    public    and  private  difcuffion. 
Parliamentary   enquiries   were   in- 
ftituted,  and  have  been  long  con- 
tinued.    Various  reports  from  the 
committees  have  been  laid  before 
the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  but  fuch 
is    the    complex    nature    and  im- 
menfit}'  of  the  matter,  the  endlefs 
variety  cf  the   evidence,  with   the 
difficulties    arifmg    from    the    re* 
motenefs  of  the   fcene   of   aftion, 
and  tae  delays   incident  to   parlia- 
mentary    proceedings,      that     the 
enquiries  have   not  yet  drawn  to  a 
conclurion.     The  fubjeft  therefore 
Hill  remains  in  obfcurity. 

In  tracing  thofe  tranfadions  and 
events  upon  the  fpor,  which  led 
to  fo  unexpedted  and  alarming  a 
change  in  the  Britilh  airairs,  it 
wl'l  be  neceflary  to  take  a  rctro- 
fpeft-ve  as  well  as  immediate  view 
of  affair*  in  India. 

The  Marattas  and  Hyder  Ally 
[^j  2  were 
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were  the  only  native  powers  in 
India,  which  could  afFord  any 
caufe  of  alarm  to  the  Eritiih  inte- 
xells.  The  one  was  the  more 
powerful,  and  the  other,  from  his 
great  pcrfonal  abilities  and  quali- 
ties, capable  of  being  the  more 
dangerous  enemy.  it  feemed  to 
be  the  political  intereft  of  the  Eaft 
India  company,  to  foment  the  na- 
tural enmity  which  fubfifted,  and 
the  accidental  feuds  which  were 
continually  arifmg,  between  thofe 
two  neighbouring  and  rival  dates  ; 
obferving,  not  to  become  any  far- 
ther a  party  in  their  difputes, 
than  might  occafionally  be  necef- 
fary  for  the  prefervation  of  fuch  a 
balance  between  them,  as  would 
prevent  either  from  growing  too 
great  by  the  ruin  of  the  other.  It 
would  iecm  that  by  fuch  a  policy 
the  animofity  of  thefe  two  formi- 
dable powers,  would  in  the  end, 
by  the  exhaufture  of  their  ftrength 
and  aftivity,  prove  the  means  of 
eftablilhing  the  general  tranquillity 
of  India. 

The  warlike  nation  of  the  Ma- 
xattas  are  the  only  people  in  In- 
dia, who  at  all  times  refufed  the 
Mahomedan  yoke.  The  immenfe 
power,  and  fuperiority  of  their 
enemy,  laid  them  under  a  necefli- 
ty  of  feeking  refuge  in  the  inac- 
ceffihle  faflnelfes  of  that  vaft  range 
of  mountains,  which  cover  fo  great 
a  part  of  Hindoflan.  The  long 
war,  which,  under  the  conduft  of 
their  illuftrious  leader,  Sevagi, 
they  fuftained,  againil  the  im- 
menfe power,  and  great  abilities, 
as  well  as  treachery  of  Aurenge- 
zebe,  would,  in  oiher  parts  of  the 
world,  have  afforded  a  fplendid 
portion  of  hiilory.  The  moun- 
tainous countries  v/hich  they  oc- 
cupied    for    defence,     would,     in 


any    ftate    of  culture,   have   been 
unequal  to  their  maintenance,  and 
were  totally  incapable  of  affording 
the  fupplies  necelfary  for  the  pro- 
fecuiion    of    the    war ;     but    the 
length,     obiUnacy,     and      various 
fortune   of  the    conteft,   ferved   to 
infpire    the   contempt,    as    well   as 
negleft  of  agriculture.     The  rich 
furrounding   lower    regions,  Avhich 
had  all    fubmitted   to   the     Mogul 
power,   were   of  courfe  compelled 
in  their  turn,  as  they  happened  to 
be  more  or  lefs  effectually  guard- 
ed, to  fupply  all  the  neceflities  of 
the  Marattas,   and  to  provide  the 
means  of  war  as  well  as  of  fufle- 
nance.     From    thefe    caufes,    and 
the    inveterate    habits   incident   to 
them,   arofe    that   marauding   and 
predatory     difpofition,     which,   in 
the    ufual    and   natural    courfe    of 
things,   ftill  prevails,  although  the 
caufes  have  ceafed.     The   Marat- 
tas boaft  a    high  antiquity ;    and 
their  language,  which  is  a  pecu- 
liar dialefl   of    the   Hindoo,    and 
acknowledged   to    be    among   the 
moft  antient   in  India,  fuiiiciently 
juflifies  that  claim.     Thus  appears 
the  error  of  confidering  them  as 
a  lawlefs  banditti,  or  a  fortuitous 
affemblage    of  freebooters,   united 
merely  for  the  purpofes  of  rapine. 

The  Maratta  empire  grew  to  be 
the  greatell  in  India,  through  the 
decline  and  upon  the  fall  of  that  of 
the  Grand  Mogul.  Their  domi- 
nions were  vail,  their  refources 
great,  and  their  armies  brave  and 
numerous.  Their  conjunctive  reve- 
nues were  eftimated  at  not  lefs  than 
feventeen  millions  fterling,  and  their 
immenfe  cavalry  at  three  or  four 
hundred  thoufand.  But  this  great 
power  v/as  weakened  and  rendered 
inert,  by  being  portioned  out  a- 
mong  a  number  of  princes.    They 

all. 
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all,  however,  acknowledged  a  pa- 
ramount fovereignty  in  che  Ram- 
Rajah  ;  (who  is  fuppofcd  to  have 
been  the  immediate  dslcendant  of 
Sevagi)  bu-  the  degrees  of  fub- 
miffion  feem  to  have  been  mea- 
fured  by  time  and  circumftance. 
T]^J  connection  and  dependence 
refemblcd  the  feudal  eltablifh- 
ments  in  Europe.  Some  of  the 
ftates  grew  too  powerful,  to  ad- 
mit of  any  farther  fervice  than 
what  fuited  their  immediate  inte- 
refts ;  and  others  were  apt  to  fol- 
low the  example,  who  were  lefs 
able  to  abide  the  poffibie  confe- 
quences  of  it. 

A  revolution  in  the  court  of  the 
Ram-Rajah,  tended  much  to  wea- 
ken this  connexion,  and  to  leffen 
the  reverence,  as  well  as  the  de- 
pendance  of  the  other  Itates.  The 
weaknefs  of  a  minority,  enabled 
Nana  Row,  the  prime  minilter,  a 
man  of  abilities,  and  a  Bramin, 
to  feize  the  reins  of  government ; 
and  the  influence  of  that  power- 
ful body  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber, ferved  efFedually  to  fecure 
and  eflablilh  his  authority.  Such 
revolutions  have  at  all  times  been 
fo  frequent  in  the  eaftern  world, 
as  to  prevent  their  exciting  any 
extraordinary  degree  of  farpriz:-. 
This  revolution,  contrary  to  the 
cftablilhed  practice  of  moft  ages 
and  nations,  was  unftained  by 
blood  ;  but  we  are  not  to  forget 
that  it  was  conduded  by  Bramins. 
The  ufurper  was  fatisfied  with  the 
power,  without  alfuming  the  titles 
or  infignia  of  fovereignty.  The 
infant  Ram -Raj  ah  was  kept  in  a 
fort  of  fplendid  confinement,  fur- 
rounded  with  the  appendages  of 
eaftern  grandeur,  but  debarred  of 
all  power,  and  kept  totally  igno- 
rant of  bufuiefs.    It  is  not  impro> 


bable  that  he  might  have  confi- 
dt-red  as  the  proper  life  of  a  mo- 
narch, that  ftate  of  eafe  and  infig- 
nificance,  which  fo  many  princes 
feem  difpofcd  voluntarily  to  a- 
dopt.  The  feat  of  government 
was  transferred  from  the  antient 
royal  refidence  of  Sitterah,  to  Poo- 
nah;  and  Nana  Row,  as  well  as 
his  fucceffors,  feem  flill  to  have 
adled  under  the  fuppofed  authority 
of  the  depofed  prince,  by  their 
afluming  no  other  title  or  charac- 
ter than  that  of  Paifhwa,  or  prime 
miniller.  From  this  change,  the 
empire  of  the  Ram-Rajah  has  been 
diftinguifhed  only  by  the  appella- 
tion of  the  Paifhwndiip,  or  other- 
wife  the  governmeuc  of  Poonah, 
from  the  name  of  its  prefent  ca- 
pital. 

This  extraordinary  government 
of  minifters  became  hereditary, 
and  was  for  a  time  fo  ably  con- 
duced, that  the  empire  feemed  to 
lofe  nothing  of  its  former  power 
and  fplendour.  Bat  ambition  hav- 
ing at  length  made  its  way  in- 
to the  family  of  the  mlriiilers,  and 
in  defpite  of  the  flri<ft  religious 
principles  of  their  order,  there 
producing  its  ufual  baleful  efFeds, 
internal  uiflentions  have  fmce  been 
the  means  of  impeding  the  ai^tive 
exertions,  and  of  reducing  the 
power  of  the  Hate.  Of  all  thefe 
evils,  the  opportunity  which  they 
afforded  to  the  extraordinary  ag- 
grandizement of  Hyder  Ally,  who 
from  a  foldier  of  fortune  became 
the  fcourge  or  the  terror  of  all  that 
fide  of  India,  may  be  conlidered 
as  far  the  greatelt. 

Nana  Row  was  fucceeded  by 
his  eldeil  fon  Madai,  who  dving, 
without  iiTue,  towards  the  end  of 
the  year'  1772,  the  government, 
as  it  was  now  fettled,  of  courfe  de- 
[-■f]  3  volved 
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volved  to  his  younger  brother, 
Narrain  Row.  Their  uncle,  Ra- 
gonaut  Row,  otherwiie  known  in 
this  country  by  the  name  of  Ra- 
gaboy,  had  for  fome  years  lain 
in  clofe  connnement,  for  re- 
peated plots  to  feize  upon  tlie  go- 
vernment. Madai  Row  being  a- 
ware  of  the  youth  and  inexperi- 
ence of  his  brother,  and  dreading 
the  infidious  craft  and  intrigues  of 
Ragonaut,  though  in  confinement, 
thought  that  gratitude  might  ope- 
rate more  powerfully  in  retrain- 
ing the  efFedl  of  that  fadious  and 
turbulent  fpirit  than  the  walls  of 
a  prifon.  He  accordingly  re- 
leafed  Ragonaut,  placed  him  in 
an  honourable  situation  in  the  go- 
vernment, and  joining  the  hands 
of  the  uncle  and  nephew  as  he  lay 
dying,  adjured  the  former  by  every 
human  and  facred  tie  and  autho- 
rity, to  aid  the  youth  and  inexpe- 
rience of  the  latter,  by  his  advice, 
affiftance,  and  proteftion. 

Ragonaut,  in  difcharge  of  the 
truft  repofed  in  him,  procured, 
within  lefs  than  a  year,  the  afiaf- 
fination  of  his  nephew ;  hoping  to 
fecure  the  Paifhwalhip  in  his  own 
family,  by  the  extindion  of  that 
brother's  line  whofe  abilities  had 
rendered  him  its  founder.  The 
confequences  were  in  fome  de- 
gree fuch  as  he  merited.  The 
ading  powers  of  the  ftate,  in  his 
hands,  along  with  his  perfonal 
influence,  and  the  weight  of  a 
faftion  which  he  headed,  were  all 
incapable  of  refilHng  that  general 
indignation,  which  fo  execrable  a 
deed  excited  among  the  Marattas. 
He  with  difficulty  efcaped  the 
public  vengeance^  by  abandoning 
his  country,  and  flying  for  refuge 
to  Bomhay.  The  protedlion  af- 
forded to  him,  with  the  attempts 


made,  and  the  continued  intrigues 
and  plots  carried  on,  for  forcing 
him  into  the  government  of  a 
great  people,  in  direfl  contradic- 
tion to  their  own  will  and  liking, 
laid  the  foundation  for  all  thole 
wars  and  troubles,  which  have 
fmce  taken  place  between  the 
Englifli  and  the  Marattas. 

Notwithftanding  the  lofl"es  fuf- 
tained  from  without,  through  their 
intefline  diflentions  and  domeftic 
troubles,  the  Poonah  Marattas  are 
frill  a  great  and  powerful  people ; 
their  dominions,  including  thofe 
of  the  tributary  and  feudatory 
princes  immediately  depending  on 
them,  are  of  a  wide  extent ;  and 
they  can  bring  numerous  and  pow- 
erful armies  into  the  field.  But 
thefe  being  compofed  almoft  en- 
tirely of  cavalry,  are  neceilarily 
fubjeft  to  the  defects,  to  which 
that  powerful  arm  of  military  force 
is  hable  when  employed  fingly ; 
and  being  conftituted  on  the  lame 
principles  with  the  ancient  feudal 
armies  of  Europe,  they  are  like- 
wife  fubjefl  to  all  the  difadvan- 
tages  of  that  fyftem.  They  rufli 
eagerly  into  the  field  at  the  call  of 
their  refpedlive  chiefs,  and  fweep 
every  thing  before  them  like  a 
temped  in  their  progrefs;  but  it 
is  the  univerfal  practice  of  the  Ma-, 
rattas,  as  foon  as  the  expedition 
is  ended,  to  return  home  with  the 
fpoil ;  fome  bodies  only  excepted, 
which  are  peculiarly  deftined  to 
attend  the  perfons  of  their  princes. 
They  may,  however,  be  fum- 
moned  again  in  a  few  days,  an4 
Will  afTemble  with  the  fame  ala- 
crity as  before.  It  may  be  eafily 
feen,  what  great  advantages  this 
conftitution  of  their  armies,  toge- 
ther with  the  want  of  infantry, 
mufl  affoid  to  the  unceafing  efforts 
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of  regular  forces;  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  latter  can  fcarcely 
hope  to  protefl  open  countries  from 
their  ravages.  The  wars  of  the 
antient  Parthians  throw  no  fmall 
light  on  the  oppofite  advantages 
and  difadvantages  ■  in  both  caies. 
The  prefent  ufe  of  artillery,  how- 
ever, inclines  the  fcale  heavily 
on  the  fide  of  a  mixed  and  regular 
force. 

The  Rajah  of  Berar  ftands  next 
to  the  Poonah  Marattas,  Cvith  re- 
fpeft  to  power  and  extent  of  domi- 
nions ;  and  is  in  fatl  too  great  and 
independant,  to  owe  any  farther 
acknowledgment  to  that  court, 
than  what  his  immediate  interelh 
dicflate,  and  the  remains  of  an- 
tient attachment  might  poiTibly 
excite.  He  has  befides  claims  to 
the  fucceflion  of  that  fovereignty 
which  tend  ftrongly  to  difunion; 
he  being  lineally  defcended  from 
the  family  of  the  Ram  Rajah;  and 
the  depofed  elder  line,  as  is  appre- 
hended, now  extinft. 

Sindia  and  Holkar,  who  are 
fuppofed  to  be  defcended  from 
Hindoo  kings  of  the  higheii  an- 
tiquity, alfo  pofiefs  very  confide- 
rable  and  valuable  territories. — 
Thcfe  princes  have  entered  deeply 
int  the  late  and  prefent  politics 
of  the  court  of  Poonah  ;  and  find 
it  more  flattering  to  their  ambi- 
tion, and  more  conducive  to  their 
fecurity  and  interefts,  to  partici- 
pate in  the  general  greatnefs  of 
the  empire,  and  to  prefide  at  the 
head  of  that  ariltocracy,  which, 
ftnce  the  alfaflination  of  Narrain 
Row,  guides  ail  its  councils,  than  by 
taking  any  advantage  of  its  tem- 
porary weaknefs,  to  aim  at  a  pre- 
carious independency,  under  the  re- 
ftridions  of  a  circumfcribed  power 
in  their  own  dominions.     We  have 


already  fhewn,  that  the  numerous 
other  Maratta  ftates  are  guided  by 
circumlfance  and  occafion,  in  their 
attachment  to,  or  dependance  on, 
the  court  of  Poonah.  Upon  the 
whole,  it  does  not  appear  that  any 
general  principle  of  union,  except- 
ing tiiat  of  felf-defence,  fubfifls 
at  prefent  among  the  Maratta 
ftates ;  and  it  would  therefore  feera, 
that  nothing  lefs  than  feme  com- 
mon danger  reaching  to  the  whole, 
could  diredl  their  united  powers 
to  any  one  point  of  action.  Happy 
it  is,  to  the  European  and  Maho- 
medan  intereils  in  India,  that  the 
force  of  this  vaft  and  warlike  em- 
pire is  fo  divided. 

It  will  here  be  necefTary  to  take 
fome  notice  of  the  fituation  in 
which  the  company  flood  for  fome 
years  back,  with  rcfpeft  to  their 
other  powerful  and  formidable 
neighbour  Hyder  Ally.  When 
that  bold  and  enterprizing  prince 
brought  the  war,  which  had  been 
commenced  againfl:  him,  to  a  for- 
tunate iifue  in  the  year  1769;  and 
when,  in  the  height  of  fuccefs, 
he  pcrfonally  didtated  equitable 
terms  of  peace  to  the  company  at 
the  gates  of  Madras,  a  treaty  of 
friendiliip  and  alliance  was  then, 
in  the  firmell  manner,  concluded 
between  the  late  contending  par- 
ties. By  this  treaty  it  was  ftipu- 
lated,  that  the  contradling  parties 
ftiould  mutually  affifl:  each  other, 
againll  any  enemy  that  fhould  at- 
tack either;  a  claufe  evidently 
pointed  agaijift  the  Marattas,  and 
undoubtedly  fo  underflood  and 
verbally  explained  on  both  fides, 
although  any  particular  fpecifica- 
tion  ot  them  in  the  written  inflru- 
mentwas  prudently  omitted. 

Hyder,  with  that  fagacity  and 
forefight    which    diftinguiflies    his 
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charai'^er,  determined  to  make  an 
earlv  d  iCv>very,  of  the  d^^gree  of 
reliance  and  value,  which  was  to 
be  placed  on  the  fai,tii,  and  the 
friendlhip  of  his  new  ally.  He 
accordinglv,  on  the  commence- 
ment of  a  war  with  the  Mdrattas^ 
which  immediately  after  broke  out, 
wrote  1  letter  to  the  governor  of 
Madras,  req.;iring,  that,  confid- 
ently with  the  friendlhip  and  regard 
fubfiiting  bei.ve  n  them,  and  for 
the  good  appeara!ice  thereof  in 
the  i-yes  of  th-  world,  he  would, 
for  fo  m  fake,  fend  an  officer  with 
a  battalion  of  ka  -oys  to  liis  aflift- 
ance.  A  comfliance  with  this 
requifition  was  evaded,  under  the 
apprehenfion  of  a  war  with  the 
IVIarattas,  as  another  propofition 
made  by  Hyder  at  the  lame  time 
was,  upon  tne  ground  of  impro- 
priety, in  adopting  a  me  .fure  of 
confeqiience  without  confulting  the 
other  preiidencies. 

Before  the  war  had  continued 
quite  a  year,  the  Marattas  having 
broken  upon  .different  fides  into 
Hydcr's  dominions,  and  taken  fc- 
veral  of  his  forts,  he  wrote  ano- 
ther letter  to  Madras  in  the  be- 
ginning of  March  1770,  in  which 
he  ftated,  that  in  confideration  of 
th?  union  between  them,  his  army 
and  artillery  were  their  own  ;  that 
iiotv\irhdar,ding  he  had  a  right  to 
confider  theirs  in  the  fame  light, 
yet,  if  they  would  only  fend  a  fmall 
force  to  join  and  adl  in  concert 
with  him,  in  order  to  maintain 
the  appearance  of  connedion,  he 
would  require  no  more.  But,  at 
the  fame  time,  the  Bfitifh  agents 
in  Hydea-'s  camp  informed  the  pre- 
fidency,  that  he  was  very  earneft 
in  his  defire  of  a  more  effeftive  aid 
than  wnat  he  mentioned  in  his 
letter,  and  that  he   had   commif- 


fioned  them  to  acquaint  the  gover- 
nor and  council,  that  as  he  Ihould, 
on  his  part,  pundlually  maintain 
the  ftrift  friendfnip  between 
them,  he  expected  they  would, 
in  conformity  thereto,  fupply  him 
wi:h  a  body  of  troops;  and  that 
he  was  even  willing  to  pay  a  fpe- 
cified  fum  of  money  to  defray  the 
expence  of  their  fervice,  in  order 
to  obviate  any  failure  of  the  per- 
formance on  their  fide,  Thefe 
gentlemen,  from  themfelves,  rCr 
marked,  that  if  this  requifition  was 
not  complied  with,  they  much 
feared,  that  Hyder's  former  indif- 
pofition  to  the  company  would 
again  return. 

Thefe  applications  produced  no 
more  effcft  at  Madras  than  the 
former.  The  Marattas,  under  the 
conduct  of  Madai  Row,  fo  totally 
overpowered  Hyder  in  this  war, 
that  his  ruin  was  deemed  inevitable. 
Unable  to  face  them  in  the  field, 
they  were  mailers  of  all  the  open 
country,  and  his  Itrongell  fortrefles 
were  barely  cipable  of  affording  re- 
fi'ge  and  prorefticn  to  his  troops. 
Thus  Ihut  up,  and  ail  cultivation  at 
an  end  in  his  domirions,  it  feemed 
evident,  that  however  excellently 
his  magazines  were  provided,  fa- 
mine rnuft  fi.on  accompli fli,  what 
the  want  of  infantry  and  a  good  ar- 
tilhxy  had  hitherto  prevented  the 
Marattas  from  eftefting. 

In  this  rtate  of  neceflity  and 
danger,  Hyder,  of  courfe,  made 
repeated  applications  to  his  new 
allies  for  the  performance  of  their 
engagements ;  llati.ig  the  advan- 
tages to  be  derived  from  tlieir  alli- 
ance with  hiin,  and  llrongly  urg- 
ing the  danger,  if  not  ruin,  to 
themfelves  and  to  the  v/hole  pe- 
ninfula,  which  the  luccefs  of  the 
Marattas,   in   the  accompUlhment 
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of  their  ambitious  views  upon  him,  fhip  or  cordiality  to  Madras.  He 
would  inevitably  produce.  Va-  was,  however,  too  good  a  ftatcf- 
rious  pretences  for  a  noncompli-  man  to  declare  his  fer.timents 
ance  with  tliefe  requifuions  were  wantonly;  and  ftill  preferved  a 
Ilill  found;  and  it  appears  upon  civil,  but  cool  intercourfe.  la 
the  whole,  taat  evafiun  and  pro-  this  ftate  of  things  he  naturally 
craftination  were  the  only  princi-  fell  in  with  i'rance,  by  whom  he 
pies  of  condudl  adopted  with  re-  was  liberally  iupplied  with  artil-  ' 
fpeft  to  Hyder  Ally  at  Madras,  lery,  arms,  ammunition,  and  all 
It  is  not  impoinble,  that  t,;e  in-  thofe  military  neceflaries,  which 
fluence  which  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  enabled  him  in  a  very  fhorc  time 
poflelfed  in  that  prcfidi.ncy,  and  to  renew  the  war  with  fo  much 
the  inveterate  perfonal  animofity  fuccefs  and  advantage  againll;  the 
which  he  bore  to  Hyder  Ally,  Marattas.  Tnat  politic  nation 
might  have  had  no  fmall  efted  faw  t.^e  infinite  advantage  that 
with  refpedl  to  this  conduit.  It  might  be  derived  fro.m  his  friend- 
is  certain,  that  the  nabob  at  all  Aip  in  their  future  dcfigns  upon 
times  urged  an  alliance  with  the  the  Carnaiic.  Their  officers  were 
JVlaractas  againft  Hyder.  permuied,  if  not  encouraged,  to 
The  fortune  of  Hyder  Ally  at  enter  into  his  fervice ;  to  train 
length  triumphed  over  all  his  his  armies,  and  to  form  a  power- 
dangers  and  enemies.  It  feems  ful  artillery  upon  the  European 
probable,  that  the  declining  healtii  model.  Thefe  opportunities  of 
of  Madai  Row  contributed  to  fave  advantage  were  not  loit  upcii  him, 
him  from  dellruftlon ;  and  that  who  was  indefaiigable  in  the  pro- 
the  anxious  folicitucie  of  that  cefs  and  completion  of  that  mili- 
chief  to  leave  his  young  brother  tary  fyftem,  which  was  to  render 
Narrain  in  a  ftate  of  foreign,  as  him  the  moft  formidable  pnace  in 
well  as  dome'lic,    tranqaillitv,  was  India. 

what  enabled  Hyder  to  obtain  a  Au  the  conduft  at  Madras  had 
peace  upon  tolerable  terms,  and  thus  facrificed  the  friendiliip  and 
without  the  intervention  of  friend  alliance  of  Hyder  Al!v,  io  Bom- 
or  ally,  in  the  month  of  July  bay  was  no  lefs  fucceijful  in  elta- 
1772.  The  fubiequent  dilfentions  bliihing  the  enmity  of  the  Ma- 
and  troubles  of  the  Marattas,  to-  rattas.  A  man  of  Ragonaut  Row's 
gether  with  the  war  in  which  they  charafler  could  not  be  fupp.  fed 
were  unexpedcdly  involved  with  flack  in  making  any  conci  ffion.s, 
Bombay,  afforded  an  opportunity  however  diOionourable  or  ruinous 
to  Hyder,  not  only  to  recover  all  to  his  country,  which  cou'd  tcr.d 
the  territories  which  he  had  given  to  the  reltoration  C'i  his  powor. 
up  by  the  peace,  but  greatly  to  Bombay  \\a.s  dazzled  by  the  i^len- 
increafe  his  power  and  dominion  did  idea  of  naming  a  lovereign  for 
by  new  conquefts.  It  cannot  be  the  great  nation  of  the  Maranas; 
fuppofed,  after  that  failure,  if  not  and  nothing  cou:d  be  more  flat- 
breach  of  public  engagement  and  tering  than  the  expedation  of 
faith,  which  Hyder  had  experi-  that  fovereign's  being  iheir  own 
enced  in  the  hour  of  danger,  that  immediate  mftrum>'nt  and  vaual. 
he  could  again  look  with  friend-  By  the  treaty  with  Ragonaut  Row, 
9  befidcf 
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befides  other  great  advantages, 
fuch  an  extent  of  territory  was  to 
be  ceded  to  the  company,  as 
would  at  lead  have  rendered  the 
government  of  Bombay  equal  to 
the  fupport  of  their  own  civil  and 
military  eftablifhment,  without  be- 
ing any  longer  a  conftant  drain 
to  Bengal.  Under  the  fever  ex- 
cited by  thefe  profpeds,  Bombay 
entered  haflily  into  a  war  with 
the  Marattas,  without  waiting 
for  the  counfel  or  approbation  of 
the  fuperior  prefidency  at  Cal- 
cutta. 

The  Marattas  were  already  fo 
much  incenfed  at  the  afylum  af- 
forded to  Ragonaut  Row,  and 
{till  more  at  the  affumed  inter- 
ference in  their  private  and  family 
difputes,  that  they  could  not  fail 
of  an  equal  promptitude  for  the 
encounter.  Sudden  invafion,  how- 
ever, gave  great  advantages  to 
Bombay ;  and  the  operatious  of 
the  war  being  in  the  beginning 
confined  to  the  fea  coafts,  they  de- 
rived no  lefs  from  the  prompt  fer- 
vice  of  their  marine  and  artillerv. 
The  fiege  of  Baroach  was  difcin- 
guifhed  by  the  fall  of  that  brave 
and  excellent  officer.  Col.  Wed- 
derburne;  a  lofs  fo  feverely  felt  by 
the  company,  that  it  may  well  be 
queftioned,  whether  the  conquefts 
made  in  the  war  were  to  be  confi- 
dered  in  any  degree  as  an  equiva- 
lent. The  excelfes  committed  on 
the  taking  of  that  rich  city,  tar- 
nifhed  the  glory  which  the  valour 
difplayed  by  the  troops  would 
otherwife  have  merited.  The 
ifland  of  Salfette,  after  a  brave 
defence,  was  afterwards  reduced, 
but  with  confiderable  lofs.  The 
Bombay  marine  was  highly  dillin- 
guiflied  on  this  occafion,  and  had 
a    principal    fhare  in    the    fuccefs. 
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Other  acquifitions  were  afterwards 
made  on  the  continent ;  but  the 
army,  under  the  command  of  Col. 
Keating,  extending  its  operations 
too  far  inland,  was  defeated  by 
the  Marattas. 

Upon  the  new  powers  granted 
by  parliament  to  the  government 
of  Bengal,  and  the  arrival  of  the 
three  gentlemen  from  England, 
in  Oftober  1774,  who  were  to 
complete  and  give  energy  to  the 
fupreme  council,  a  confid'^rable 
change  took  place  for  fome  time 
in  the  affairs  of  India.  The  new- 
ly arrived  gentlemen  totally  re- 
probated the  Maratta  war,  as  well 
as  fome  others  which  had  been 
lately  conduced  in  other  parts; 
and  as  totally  condemned  the  con- 
duft  of  Bombay,  as  well  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  nature  of  the  meafure, 
as  to  their  adopting  it  without  the 
participation  or  counfel  of  the 
prefidency  of  Calcutta.  The 
treaty  with  Ragobah  was  not  only 
condemned,  but  difavowed ;  and 
Col.  Upton  was  fent  acrofs  the 
continent  of  India  to  Poonah,  in 
order  to  negociate  an  honourable 
peace,  and  a  renewal  of  friendlbip 
with  the  Marattas. 

Col.  Upton  was  five  months  on 
his  journey  to  Pconah,  during 
which  he  traverfed  feveral  of  the 
interior  countries  of  India,  which 
had  been  hitherto  untrodden  by 
Europeans.  We  fliould  have  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  birth  of  a  pofthu- 
mous  fon  to  Narrain  Row,  had 
fruftrated  the  defign  of  Ragonaut, 
in  endeavouring  to  extinguifh  his 
brother's  line.  The  infant  was  im- 
mediately declared  Pailhwa ;  and 
Saccarum  Pundit,  with  Nana  Fur- 
nefe,  were  appointed  afting  mini- 
fters  and  regents,  to  conduft  the 
public   bufmefs    in  his   name.     In 
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the  mean  time,  the  induftry  of  the 
agents  from  Ragonaut  and  Bom- 
bay, operating  upon  the  ambi- 
tious views,  and  perfonal  jealou- 
fies  or  diffatisfadtions  of  the  gran- 
dees, kept  the  government  in  a 
conftant  ferment,  and  rendered 
languid,  or  entirely  baffled,  the 
neceffary  exertions  againft  their 
foreign  enemies. 

Though  the   immediate   refent- 
wents    of   the    Marattas,    at     firll 
raifed   difficulties    in    Upton's    ne- 
gociation;   yet,   torn    to  pieces  as 
they  were  by  faftions  at  home,  and 
oppreffed   on  all   fides  by  enemies 
abroad,    he    had    the    fortune    to 
conclude  a   peace   with    them,    on 
terms   fo  honourable    and    advan. 
tageous  to  the  comjiany,  as  fcems 
fcarcely  to  be  accounted  for  even 
by      thefe      circumftances.       The 
treaty  of  Poonah,  otherwife  called 
the  Poorunder,  was  ratified  on  the 
iirll    of  March,    1776.      By    this 
treaty,  the  ifland  of  Salfette,  with 
the  territory  of  Baroach,  and  fome 
other  diflrifts  in  the   Guzerat  pro- 
vinces,   were    not    only    ceded   in 
perpetuity    to    the    company,    but 
the  Marattas  agreed  to  indemnify 
the    authors  of  the   war    from    its 
expences,  by  the  payment  of  about 
150,0001.  at  fixed   terms;  and  for 
the  fecurity  of  wliich,  lands  to   a 
much  greater   value  were  afiigned 
in  mortgage.     They  farther  agreed 
to  afhgn  a  fixed  provifion,  fuicable 
to  his  rank,  and  even   pretenfions, 
but  as  a   private   member  of   the 
community,     for    the     fupport    of 
Ragonaut   Row;    who    was  in  re- 
turn   immediately    to    quit    Bom- 
bay, and  to  fix  his  future  refidence 
in  a  remote  part   of  the  Maratta 
dominions,  where  dillance  and  fitu- 
ation  would  be  fome  bar  to  his  in- 
terfering in  the  affairs  of  govern- 


ment. On  the  other  hand,  it  was 
contraifled  on  the  fide  of  the  com- 
pany, that  no  protedlion  or  afiilt- 
ance  whatever  fhould  in  future  be 
given,  either  to  Ragonaut  Row,  or 
to  any  other  fubjedl  or  fervant  of 
the  Maratta  Hate,  who  Ihould  at- 
tempt to  excits  difturbance  or  re- 
bellion in  their  dominions. 

After  conceflions  fo  exceedingly 
advantageous  and  flattering  to  the 
company,  and  which  evidently 
proceeded  from  a  dehre  of  cement- 
ing friendftiip  and  good-will,  ra- 
ther than  from  any  abfolute  weak- 
nefs  or  diftrefs,  the  Marattas  feem- 
ed  to  have  a  right  to  expedl  peace, 
good  faith,  and  good  neighbour- 
hood, at  leaft,  in  return. 

But  the  affairs  of  India  were 
doomed  foon  to  undergo  another 
change,  and  to  affume  a  new  af- 
peft.  The  three  gentlemen  who 
had  arrived  from  England  to  fill 
up  the  fuperintending  government 
of  Bengal,  and  who,  along  with 
the  governor  general,  and  another 
old  member  of  that  prefidency, 
compoled  the  fupreme  council  of 
India,  difl-'ered  almoil  entirely 
with  the  two  latter,  in  their  opi- 
nions relative  to  public  conduft, 
and  their  ideas  of  the  policy  to  be 
purfued  by  the  company.  Peace 
with  the  country  powers,  along 
with  an  inviolable  obfervation  of 
public  faith,  and  a  ftricl  attention 
to  juilice  in  all  tranfaftions  with 
tlie  natives,  feemed  to  be  the  prin- 
ciples of  their  i/ltem  of  gcvern- 
mcnt.  Great  heats  arofe,  and 
frequent  differences  prevailed  in 
the  council,  but  the  new  members 
forming  a  majority,  were  for  3 
time  enabled  to  carry  all  quef- 
lions.  The  death  of  Co'.  Monfon 
in  1776,  and  of  Gen.  Claverjng 
in  the  following  year,  totally 
tiiangcd 
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changed  ihis  ftate  of  affairs.  New 
ir.fafures  and  new  fyilems  of  po- 
licy were  adopted,  and  the  old 
exploded  or  done  away,  with  a 
contempt  and  eagernefs  fuited  to 
the  heals  and  vexatious  alterca- 
tions which  they  had  formerly  ex- 
cited. 

The  negociation  with  the  Ma- 
ratta;,  and  the  confequent  treaty 
of  Poonah,  were  entirely  the  work 
of  the  late  majority  in  the  fuprema 
council ;  and  had  been  conduced 
and  earned  into  execution,  con- 
trary to  the  known,  if  not  avowed 
fenle  of  the  then  minority.  The 
public  condemnation  of  the  war 
entered  into  by  the  prefidency  of 
Bombay,  the  difavowing  of  their 
treaty  with  Ragaboy,  and  the 
marked  contempt  Ihewn  in  con- 
cluding a  peace  without  their  par- 
ticipation or  counfel,  could  not 
but  greatly  irritate  that  body ;  and 
ferved  to  rivet  them  ftiil  fafter  in 
their  attachment  to  that  extraor- 
dinary fyftem  which  they  were 
purfuing  v/lth  Ragonaut.  They 
accordingly  contrived  every  poffi- 
ble  obilacle  to  the  performance  of 
the  conditions  of  the  treaty ;  and 
the  fimpie  a(?c  of  proclaiming  the 
peace  was  fo  managed,  as  to  throw 
an  affront  upon  the  Maratta  go- 
vernment. 

The  fubfequent  revolution  which 
took  place  in  the  politics  of  the 
government  of  Bengal,  coincided 
perfeclly  with  the  refeatments  en- 
tertained by  the  prefidency  of  Bom- 
bay. They  accordingly  took  up, 
with  frelh  ardour,  their  late  de- 
graded fyftem,  of  procuring  a  re- 
volution in  the  Maratta  ftate; 
and  war,  intrigue,  and  conquell, 
became  the  predominant  princi- 
ples of  the  Bombay  government. 
Pxagonaut    Row   either    was,    or 


pretended  to  be,  afraid  to  truft 
his  perfon  in  the  hands  of  the 
Marattas.  He  was  accordingly 
ftill  retained  and  protected  at 
Bombay;  whilft  his  emlffaries  and 
partizans,  under  the  immediate 
eye  of  the  Britifh  refidents  at  the 
court  of  Poonah,  were  indefati- 
gable in  their  endeavours  to  fo- 
ment diffention  in  the  Maratta 
government. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  year  J  777, 
Monf.  St.  Lubin  endeavoured  to 
negociate  a  treaty  on  the  part  of 
France  with  the  court  of  Poonah  ; 
as  a  Mr.  Bolts  did  about  the  fame 
time  on  that  of  the  Emperor  of 
Germany.  Thefe  circumftances, 
particularly  the  former,  afforded  a 
new  ground,  which  was  eagerly 
occupied,  for  thefupport  of  Raga- 
boy, and  the  accomp]i(hmenc  of 
the  v.'i(hed-for  revolution  in  the 
Maratta  government.  Towards 
the  clofe  of  the  year,  a  difcon- 
tented  party  at  Poonah  entered 
into  fome  negociation  with  the 
Bombay  refidents  at  that  court, 
for  the  advancement  of  Ragonaut 
to  power.  Their  propofais  were 
eagerly  embraced  at  Bombay ;  the 
agents  were  ordered  to  accede  to 
them,  to  alfure  the  malcontents  of 
fupport,  and  to  bring  the  treaty 
with  them  to  an  immediate  con- 
clufion.  At  the  fame  time,  dif- 
patches  were  immediately  for- 
warded to  the  fupreme  council  at 
Calcutta,  acquainting  them  with 
what  had  been  determined,  and 
requiring  their  acquiefcence  and 
affiilance.  It  appears  from  fubfe- 
quent events,  that  the  Britifh 
agents  were  in  feveral  inliances 
egregioufly  mifled  by  the  adhe- 
rents of  Ragonaut,  or  whatever 
other  perfons  they  communicated 
with  at  the  court  of  Poonah ;  par- 
ticularly 
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ticularly  with  refpetl  to  the  fup- 
pofsd  French  alliance,  the  Hate 
of  parties,  with  tlic  number  and 
power  of  the  malcontents ;  all  of 
them  matters  of  fuch  a  nature,  as 
demanded  the  niceft  enquiry  and 
the  moft  exad  information.  But 
their  intelligence  being  fuch  as 
was  wilhed,  it  was  willingly  cre- 
dited at  Bombay. 

Tan  th  ^  fupreme  coun- 
'  ^  oil  greatly  approved  of, 
''  *  and  immediately  rati- 
fied, the  jmeafures  adopted  at 
Bombay.  And  to  enable  that  pre- 
fidency  efFedlually  to  carry  the 
fcheme  into  execution,  fent  them 
an  extraordinary  fupply  of  ten 
lacks  of  rupees ;  and  refolved  to 
affift  them  with  a  military  force. 
But  the  governor-general,  pre- 
vious to  this  intelligence,  had 
drawn  up  and  laid  before  the 
council  a  new  treaty  of  peace, 
which  he  propofed  to  be  concluded 
with  the  Marattas ;  and  was  in- 
tended to  fupply  the  defcfts,  which 
he  attributed  to  the  treaty  of  Poo- 
nah.  By  the  conditions  now  pro- 
pofed, and  wliich  were  to  be  laid 
down  as  the  only  terms  that  could 
preferve  peace  to  the  Marattas, 
they  were  to  give  fuch  fecurity  for 
the  perfonal  fafety  of  Ragonaut 
Row,  as  he  himfclf  fhould  require. 
—That  they  fhould  pay  a  fpecific 
fura  of  money  to  reimburfe  the 
company  thofe  military  charges 
which  might  be  incurred  by  the 
interpofition  in  his  favour. — That 
they  ihould  cede  the  fortrefs  and 
illaud  of  Bafl'ein  in  perpetuity  to 
the  company. — That  they  Ihouid 
make  other  fpecified  grants  and 
exchanges  of  lands  on  the  conti- 
nent.— And,  that  no  European 
fettlement  be  allowed  on  any  of 
the  maritime  coalls  of  the  MaraUa 


dominions,  without  the  confent  of 
the  fupreme  council  previoufly  ob- 
tained. 

The  arbitrary  and  imperious  tone 
of  thefe  demands  in  general  is  fuf- 
ficiently  obvious  ;  but  the  la  ft, 
feems  to  be  an  extraordinary  con- 
dition, to  be  propofed  to  a  love- 
reign  and  powerful  ftate.  This 
propofed  plan  of  a  treaty,  as  well 
as  the  nieafures  adopted  'in  fup- 
porting  the  defigns  of  Bombay, 
were  warmly  oppofed  in  the  coun- 
cil, and  were  carried  through  by 
the  governor-general's  calling  voice 
only;  which  was  for  fome  time 
the  cafe,  with  refpedl  to  all  the 
meafures  purfued  for  a  renewal  of 
the  Maratta  war.  A  refolution  to 
the  following  purport  was  at  firft 
annexed  to  the  conditions,  but  af- 
terwards withdrawn  :  —  That  the 
propofals  fhould  be  conveyed  by 
letter  to  the  Pailhwa;  that  his  an- 
fwer  be  required,  without  condi- 
tion or  referve,  to  each  article; 
and  that  this  government  fhall  take 
its  final  refolution,  to  abide  by  the 
treaty,  as  it  fhall  Hand  confirmed 
by  his  anfwer,  or  to  confider  it  as 
annulled  and  invalidated. 

The  fuppofed  negociation  at 
Poonah  with  Ragonaut  Row's 
party  paffed  away  ;  nor  is  it  at  all 
clear,  that  there  was  any  fufficient 
ground  for  entertaining  the  idea. 
It  was  not  a  little  curious,  that 
the  rage  of  war  feemed  to  abate  ia 
Bombay,  in  proportion  as  it  was 
amply  endowed  with  the  necefTary 
means  and  authority.  But  if  it 
flackened  there,  it  appeared  elfe- 
where  in  full  vigour.  Various 
fchemes  againft  the  -Marattas  were 
agitated  in  the  fupreme  council ; 
but  the  grand  objed  of  policy,  to 
which  all  the  others  were  not  only 
fubordinate,  but  in  feme  inftanccs 
intended 
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intended  merely  as  blinds,  v/as 
long  referved,  and  not  only  kept 
back  from  the  knowledge  of  the 
preiidency  of  Bombay,  but  from 
that  of  the  fupreme  council  in  ge- 
neral. 

New  inftruftions  were  fent  to 
Bombay,  containing  peremptory 
demands  to  be  made  upon  the  Ma- 
rattas ;  thefe  were  to  fupply  the 
place  of  the  conditions  held  out 
in  the  propofed  plan  for  a  new 
treaty ;  the  refufal  to  comply 
with  any  one  of  them,  was  to  be 
conlidered  and  declared  as  a  diredt 
violation  of  the  treaty  of  Poonah ; 
and  they  were  accompanied  with 
menaces,  which,  among  all  equal 
flates,  would  be  regarded  as  tanta- 
mount to  a  declaration  of  war. 
In  cafe  of  non-compliance  on  the 
fide  of  the  court  of  Poonah,  (which 
undoubtedly  was  expedled)  a  wide 
difcretionary  power  was  given  to 
the  prefidency  of  Bombay,  for  en- 
tering into  a  new  alliance  with 
Ragonaut  Row,  and  tor  engaging 
in  fuch  meafures  with  him,  as 
fhould  appear  moft  expedient  for 
the  retrieving  of  his  affairs.  They, 
however,  received  an  intimation, 
that  Ragonaut  was  to  be  regarded 
in  a  very  fecondary  point  ot  view, 
with  reiped  to  fome  great  objeds 
of  policy,  v/hich  were  not  ex- 
plained. 

Nothing  could  more  llrongly 
f>).ew  the  difpofition  of  the  court 
cf  Poonah,  to  adhere  inviolably 
to  the  conditions  of  the  late  peace, 
and  even  to  live  upon  terms  of 
good  neighbourhood  and  friend- 
ship with  the  company,  than  its 
fubmitting  fo  far  with  refpcct  to 
the  injurious  apprchenfions  of  the 
public  faith  held  out  by  Rago- 
naut, as  to  give  up  the  point  of 
his  refiding  in  the  Maratta  domi- 


nions ;  and  further  offering,  that 
if  he  would  refide  in  Benares,  un- 
der the  Engliih  protedion,  and  at 
that  time  the  moft  delightful  as 
well  as  the  moft  learned  city  in 
India,  but  where  from  fituation 
and  diftance  he  would  be  rendered 
incapable  of  mifchief,  they  would 
in  that  cafe  pay  an  annuity  of 
five  lacks  of  rupees,  amounting  to 
about  6cjOOO  1.  fterling  a  year,  in 
ready  money,  for  his  maintenance 
and  fupport  during  life.  But  this 
offer  could  operate  nothing  in  re- 
ftraining  the  ruling  paffion  for 
war. 

The  fupreme  council  formed 
the  bold  determination  of  fending 
a  ftrong  military  force,  with  a 
confsderable  train  of  artillery,  by 
land  to  Bombay  ;  being  nearly 
from  one  extremity  of  India  to 
the  other.  In  this  courfe,  they 
were  not  only  to  traverfe  coun- 
tries hitherto  unexplored,  and  en- 
counter difhculties  of  whofe  extent 
and  iiature  no  eftimate  could  be 
formed,  but  the  greater  part,  if 
not  the  whole  of  their  way,  lay 
through  the  Maratta  countries, 
which  they  could  not  but  exped  to 
find  hofliie  fvcm  fuch  a  violation 
of  territory,  independant  of  the 
jealoufies  already  fubfilHng,  and 
of  the  fufpicions  which  muit  una- 
voidably be  eniertained,  with  re- 
fped  to  the  obje(5is  of  fo  extraordi- 
nary an  undertaking. 

This  detachment  fet  out  under 
the  conduft  of  Colonel  Leflie  ;  and 
Was  llrengthened,  beudes  the  ar- 
ti'Iery,  'by  a  regiment  of  cavalry 
under  Colonel  Goddard,  and  by 
500  Candahar  horfe,  which  were 
fupplied  by  the  vizir,  fon  and  fuc- 
celfor  of  Sujah  Dowlaii  in  that 
title,  as  well  as  in  the  Soubalidiip 
of    Oude.       The    whole    efFedive 

force. 
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force,  officers  included,  was  fome- 
ihing  under  70CO  men ;  but  in  the 
true  ftile  of  eallern  armies,  they 
were  incumbered  with  fuch  a  mul- 
titude of  futlers,  fervants,  and  va- 
rious retainers,  that  the  camp,  at 
the  outfet,  contained  above  38,000 
perfons. 

This  body  began  to  move  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Corah  and  Al- 
lahabad in  the  beginning  of  April, 
and  arrived  at  the  Jumna,  which 
forms  the  Maratta  boundary  on 
that  fide,  about  the  middle  of 
May,  1778.  They  paffed  the  ri- 
ver in  boats,  under  the  fire  of  their 
artillery,  notwirhflanding  the  op- 
poiitioii  of  the  Maratta  dates  in 
that  quarter ;  and  after  a  fkirmiQi 
with  the  enemy's  horfe  on  the 
other  fide,  wliich  they  obliged, 
without  much  lofs,  to  difperfe  or 
retire,  found  the  town  and  fort  of 
Calpy  totally  abandoned,  neither 
garrifon  nor  a  fingle  inhabitant  re- 
maining. 

They  continued  at  Calpy  to  the 
beginning  of  June,  and  on  the 
firft  day's  march  from  thence,  are 
faid  to  have  loft  between  three  and 
four  hundred  men  of  all  forts, 
who  died  raving  mad,  under  the 
prelfure  of  tiie  exceflive  heat,  and 
the  want  of  water.  One  of  the 
beft  officers  in  the  army  loft  his 
life  on  that  day,  and  feveral  others 
only  recovered,  after  experiencing 
long  illnefs  and  great  danger.  If 
the  Marattas  could  have  forefeen 
the  unaccountable  conduct  that 
brought  on  this  misfortune,  the 
whole  army  muft  have  perilhed ; 
but  to  their  great  furprize  and  in- 
finite joy,  they  found  the  wells 
open,  and  the  water  plentiful  and 
pure,  at  the  place,  where  they 
halted  on  the  evening  of  this  dread- 
ful day. 


They  afterwards  fpent  about 
three  months  in  the  Diamond 
country  of  Bundelchund,  where 
they  entered  deeply  into  fome  dif- 
pu;es  relative  to  the  fucceffion, 
which  then  prevailed  in  the  family 
of  the  late  Rajah.  The  nature 
and  iflue  of  thefe  tranfa»flions  are 
not,  and  probably  never  will  be 
well  underftood.  During  this  time, 
they  furprized  and  facked,  with- 
out any  apparent  warrantable 
caufe,  the  city  of  Mow,  which  was 
linder  the  proteftion  of  the  Marat- 
tas. The  refiftance  was,  however, 
fo  confiderable,  though  the  forti- 
fications were  out  of  all  condition, 
and  the  attack  made  in  the  night, 
that  public  thanks  were  iifued  to 
the  troops  for  their  good  conduft 
and  bravery.  •  Upon  Lellie's  death, 
in  the  beginning  of  Odober,  the 
command  devolved '  upon  Colonel 
Goddard  ;  and  whatever  the  na- 
ture of  tlie  fervice  had  been,  there 
were  no  lefs  than  a  thoufand  Se- 
poys at  that  time  in  the  hofpital. 

We  find  by  a  letter  from  the  Ra- 
jah of  Berar  to  the  governor  gene- 
ral, that  they  were  in  a  ftate  of 
continual  hoftillty  with  the  Ma- 
ratta chiefs  and  the  officers  of  the 
Pailhwa,  through  the  whole  courfe 
of  their  progrefs ;  and  that  they 
levied  great  fums  of  money  in  the 
countries  through  which  they  palT- 
ed.  That  prince  accufes  them,  in 
the  fame  letter,  of  having  loitered 
away  their  time  in  the  Bundel- 
chund countries,  contrary  to  eve- 
ry principle  of  policy.  It  appears 
from  otacr  authorities,  that  they 
were  attended  by  an  agent  of  Ra- 
gonaut  Row's,  and  that  they  le- 
vied contribution^  in  the  name  of 
his  maftcr.  This  cannot  but  ap- 
pear a  little  extraordinary,  as  eve- 
ry idea  of  intending  to  fupport  Ra- 
gonaut's 
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gonaut's  pretenfions  in  any  man- 
ner, was  repeatedly  and  formally 
difclaimed  in  Calcutta  ;  and  fo  far 
from  avowing  any  hollile  inten- 
tions with  reipcft  to  the  detach- 
ment, its  objcd  was  held  out  to 
be  merely  the  protei.'lion  of  Bom- 
bay againll  the  defigns  of  the 
French ;  and  to  whicii  place,  it 
was  declared,  they  would  take  the 
direfl  courfe,  pay  for  every  thing 
they  wanted,  and  obfervc  the  ftrift- 
eft  order  and  difcipline  in  their 
march  through  the  Maratta  coun- 
tries. 

The   detachment  was   fent   out 
under  the  orders  of  the  prcfidency 
of  Bombay,  which   they  were    in- 
flruftcd  to  obey  in  all  cai'^s  rela- 
tive to   their  march,   proceedings, 
and    final    deftination.        But    the 
counfels  there  were  fo  various  and 
fiudluating,  and  the  inftruciions  fo 
contradiftory,  that    the  command- 
ers derived  from  that  ftate  of  un- 
certainty, a  latitude   of  ading   as 
circum (lances  might  invite,  or  opi- 
nion di»5iate.     On    one    day   their 
march     was    countermanded,    a.id 
the    folid  reafons   ailigned,   of  its 
difficulty,    the    inevitdble    dangers 
to   which  'h'.:y  would  be  expofed, 
and   the   prodigious   expence   with 
which  its  profecution  muil  be   at- 
tended.     In    a   few   days,    again, 
they    were    directed     to    proceed, 
without   any  caufe  being  afiigned 
for  this   change  of  fentiment  and 
inftruttion.     The    fame    uncertain- 
ty  prevailed  with  refpecl  to  their 
courfe;  Poonah,  Bombay,  and  Su- 
rat,   being    at  different  times   held 
out  as  the  objccls  of  their  deftina- 
t:on. 

In  the  mean  time  the  governor 
general  brought  forward  that 
grand  fyilem  of  policy  which  had 
hithcito'  been  :eft;rved,  and  which 


undoubtedly  was  the  main,  if  not 
the  only  motive,  for  the  Bombay 
expedition.  This  was  no  lefs  than 
a  Ichem.e  for  entering  into  a  treaty 
offenfive  and  defenfive,  and  in  all 
refpeds  of  the  moft  comprehenfive 
nature,  with  Moodajee  Boofla, 
the  Rajah  of  Berar;  to  engage 
that  prince  to  enforce  his  claims 
to  the  throne  of  the  Ram-Rajah, 
which  was  now  faid  to  be  entirely 
vacant,  by  the  death  of  the  con- 
fined prince  without  iffue ;  to  ap- 
ply the  whole  force  of  the  com- 
pany to  his  eftablifhment  in  the 
Maratta  empire ;  and  farther  to 
fupport  him  in  his  claims  upon  the 
Nizam  of  the  Decan. 

This    bold    and    comprehenfive 
fcheme      was,     however,     warmly 
contefted,  on  various    grounds,  by 
the  minority  in  the  fupreme  coun- 
cil.    Of  thefe  were  the  fol 'owing. 
— its    being  direfily  contrary    to 
the    inftruftions    fent    from    Eng- 
land, for  fully  confirming  the  trea- 
ty  of  Poonah,  and  for  inviolably 
adhering    to    its    conditions.       As 
militating  againft  the  repeated  in- 
ilruftions  of  the  company,  to  avoid 
being  drawn,  by   any    means,  into 
the    family  fquabbles    or    political 
contentions  of  the   native  powers. 
The    immenfe    wafte    of    treafure 
with  which  the  projtilt   mult  necef- 
farily   be   attended ;  and  the   criti- 
cal nature  of  the  feafon  when  this 
vvalle,   to    which    no    prcfent    efti- 
mate  could  aflign  any  other  limits 
than  the  total  exhauflure  of  the  re- 
fources,  would  take  place ;  a  fea- 
fon  every    where    pregnant    with 
danger ;      under     the     immediate 
preflure  of  a  French  war ;  and  the 
affairs  of  Europe   bearing    fuch   a 
general   afpefl,   as    fully  indicated 
the    propriety,  if  not  neceffity,  of 
prefcfvirig    the   Britiili    force    and 
refources 
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refources  in  India  vvholc,  unim- 
paired, and  in  condition  to  en- 
counter any  unforefeen  dangers 
that  might  arife,  or  to  profit  of 
any  favourable  circumftances  which 
might  poflibly  occur.  But  they 
obferved,  that  independent  of  thefe 
greater  objefts,  the  mere  fitnation 
of  the  company's  private  affairs  at 
home,  would  at  this  time  prefcribe 
the  ftrictelt  ceconomy;  their  char- 
ter was  now  nearly  expired,  and  it 
could  not  be  doubted,  as  affairs 
flood  in  England,  but  that  a  large 
fum  of  money  would  be  required 
for  its  renewal. 

They  further  ftatcd,  that  a  pro- 
je£l  which,  from  its  nature,  was  evi- 
dently capable  of  convulfing  the 
whole  continent  of  India  to  its  ut- 
moft  extremity,  could  not,  in  any 
ftate  of  things,  or  from  whatever 
quarter  it  originated,  but  be  ex- 
ceedingly prejudicial  in  its  pro- 
grefs,  and  highly  dangerous  in  the 
iffiie,  to  the  interefts  of  the  com- 
pany. They  ftrongly  urged  the 
breach  of  faith  and  injufdce,  as 
well  as  the  diflike  and  evil  repute 
which  they  mult  neceffarily  create, 
of  our  entering  into  fo  unwarrant- 
able a  fchemc  of  hoftility,  againil 
our  antient  friend  and  ally  the  Ni- 
zam of  the  Decan.  They  repre- 
fented,  that  befides  being  other- 
wife  powerful,  he  was  by  far  the 
richeil  prince  in  India ;  that  by 
this  meafure,  he  mud,  in  an  in- 
ftant,  be  converted  from  a  friend 
to  a  moft  bitter  and  implacable 
enemy.  That  he  abominated  Ra- 
gonaut  Row,  had  been  long  in 
variance  with  the  Berar  Rajah, 
was  ftrongly  attached  to  the  Poo- 
nah  government,  and  united  in 
the  ftriftell;  friendftiip  with  Hyder 
Ally.  That  his  firft  meafure  un- 
doubtedly would  be,  to  cure  the  in- 
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veterate  animofities  which  have  fo 
long  fubfirted  between  thefe  two 
rival  ftates;  a  meafure  diftated  to 
themfelves  by  its  neceffity.  That 
the  inevitable  confequence  would 
be,  a  ilrift  league  and  confederacy 
between  thofe  three  formidable 
powers,  for  punifhing  the  pride, 
and  pulling  down  the  dangerous 
power  of  the  company.  That  if 
this  great  and  formidable  confe- 
deracy, {hould  by  any  fortune 
prove  totally  unequal  to  its  ob- 
jed;  even  in  that  cafe,  highly  im- 
probable as  it  was,  the  fuccefs  of 
the  company's  arms  would  only 
ferve  to  precipitate  affairs  into  a 
ffill  more  ruinous  and'  dangerous 
ftate.  That  a  remote  and  doubt- 
ful danger  would  be  readily  ha- 
zarded, to  efcape  that  which  was 
certain  and  immediate.  And,  that 
however  contrary  to  their  prefent 
policy  and  difpofition,  jealous  as 
they  already  are,  and  with  reafon, 
of  that  power  and  of  all  other  Eu- 
ropeans, and  however  contrary  to 
their  interefts  in  any  other  ftate  of 
things,  they  would,  notwithftand- 
ing,  of  neceffity,  call  in  France, 
upon  fuch  terms  of  advantage  as 
ftie  chofe  at  prefent  to  require,  to 
their  afliftance;  and  all  the  ftates 
of  India,  whether  Hindoo  or  Ma- 
homedan,  would  join  with  her  in 
exterminating  a  nation,  whofe 
boundlcfs  ambition,  and  extrava- 
gant fchemes  of  domination  and 
conqueft,  went  to  the  overthrow 
and  deftruftion  of  all  others. 

Thefe  arguments  and  opinions 
were  oppofed  and  overruled,  upon 
the  idea  of  the  infinite  prefent  and 
future  benefits  which  would  accrue 
to  the  company,  from  the  placing 
Moodajee  Boofta  at  the  head  of 
the  Maratta  empire;  as  well  as  the 
facility  with   which    that   bufinefs 

[B]  might 
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might  be  accompliflied.  Inflead 
of  furthering,  it  would  afford  the 
iure  means  of  totally  defeating  the 
views  of  France  That  reftlefs 
and  ambitious  nation  were  nego- 
ciating,  and  had  probably  already 
concluded  a  treaty  with  the  Ma- 
xactas.  The  prefent  government 
of  Poonah  was  entirely  in  their 
interefts;  and  it  was  reported  that 
the  Port  of  Choul,  and  perhaps 
other  fettlements  of  great  advan- 
tage, would  be  granted  to  them. 
This  was  the  time  to  counteradl 
the  views,  and  to  prevent  the  ef- 
fefts  of  an  alliance,  which  from  its 
nature  mull  prove  fo  fatal  if  firmly 
cftablifhed.  The  Marattas  were 
now  divided  at  home;  the  mini- 
ilers  holding  their  power  only  at 
the  will  of  a  fadlion ;  the  depen- 
dent Itates  diffatisiied  with  their 
government,  and  confcquently  ea- 
ger for  any  change  or  revolution ; 
while  their  armies  were  engaged 
and  overborne  in  the  unequal  con- 
teft  with  Hyder  Ally.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Berar  Rajah  was  great 
in  power,  and  his  force  frefh  and  un- 
impaired; and  as  to  Hyder  Ally, 
no  doubt  could  be  entertained, 
but  that  inftead  of  joining  againft 
us,  he  would  to  his  utmoft  aflift  in 
placing  Moodajee  Boofla  on  the 
throne  of  the  Ram-Rajah.  As  to 
recalling  the  troops,  it  would  now 
be  fcandalous ;  would  degrade  the 
company,  and  render  its  councils 
and  military  force  contemptible  in 
the  eyes  of  all  India.  And,  with 
refpe£t  to  the  Nizam  of  the  Decan, 
it  was  infilled,  that  his  views  and 
conduft  had  for  fome  time  borne 
an  afpeft  unfavourable  to  the  inte- 
refts of  the  company,  and  which  in- 
dicated much  more  a  difpofition  to 
hoftility,  whenever  a  fair  opportu- 
nity offered,  than  to  friend  (hip. 


In    purfuance    of    this    projefl, 

which  was  carried  by  the   carting 

voice,  againft  the   ftrenuous  oppo- 

fition  of  two  members     t  i       c.  i. 
r  ^1      r  Juiy  loth, 

of  the  fupreme  coun-  o 

cil,  Mr.  Elliot  was  ap-  *77  • 
pointed  on  an  embaffy  to  Naig- 
poor,  the  feat  of  the  Berar  Rajah, 
and  furniiTied  with  the  neceffary 
powers  and  inftrudions  to  nego- 
ciate  and  conclude  the  treaty  with 
that  prince;  and  in  confequence 
of  which,  Ragonaut  Row  was  to 
be  entirely  laid  afide.  At  the 
fame  time  orders  were  fent  to  Lef- 
lie,  that  inftead  of  purfuing  the 
direft  way  through  the  great  pro- 
vince of  Malva,  which  Teemed  at 
iirft  to  have  been  intended,  he 
fliould  bend  his  courfe  towards  the 
dominions  of  Berar,  with  a  view 
of  fupporting  the  negociation,  and 
of  carrying  into  execution  the  pur- 
pofes  of' the  treaty. 

Whilft  thefe  meafures  were  in 
agitation  and  purfuit  at  Calcutta, 
the  Marattas  having  refufed  to 
comply  with  the  conditions  which 
were  propofed  from  Bombay,  that 
prefidency  declared  the  treaty  of 
Poonah  violated,  and  to  be  no 
longer  binding  on  the  company;  and 
ac  the  fame  time  paflcd  refolutions, 
to  accept  the  offers  of  thofe  chiefs 
who  were  in  the  intereft  of  Rago- 
naut Row,  and  accordingly  to  ac- 
company the  latter  with  an  army 
to  Poonah,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
following  month  ot  September. 
At  the  fame  time,  they  diredled 
Colonel  Leflie  to  proceed  in  a  di- 
reft  courfe  with  the  detachment  to 
Poonah,  inftead  of  the  route  thro' 
the  Guzerat,  to  Baroach  or  Su- 
rat,  which  feemed  to  have  been 
predetermined. 

Thefe  advices  were  received  at 
Calcutta  about  the  middle  of  Au- 

guftj 
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gufi: ;  and  it  feems  a  iDoft  fingu- 
lar  circumftance,  that  thofe  de- 
terminrLtions  at  Bombay,  wliich 
went  fo  direiftly  to  operate  againil 
the  conditions  and  tendency  of  the 
new  treaty  propofjd  with  Mooda- 
jee  Boofla,  were  fo  far  from  be- 
ing countermanded,  that  they  met 
with  full  approbation.  In  the 
mean  time.  Colonel  Leflie  fhewcd 
no  great  difpofition  to  attend  to 
any  orders  which  urged  his  de- 
parture from  the  Bundelchund 
country.  His  unaccountable  de- 
lay in  that  country,  as  well  as  the 
unwarranted  hoftilities  which  he 
was  charged  with  committing, 
had  feveral  times  been  brought  up 
as  objeSs  of  cenfure  by  the  mi- 
nority in  the  fupreme  council. 
Qn  J  His  death,  which  we 
3  ■  have  already  noticed, 
put  an  end  to  all  attempts  at  farther 
enquiry;  and  prevented  his  dif- 
miilion  from  the  command  of  the 
army,  which  had  been  at  length 
determined. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Elliot,  on  his 
way  to  the  court  of  the  Berar  Ra- 
jah, which  happened  fomething 
fooner,  threw  an  unexpefted  de- 
lay and  embarrafTment  in  the  way 
of  that  negociation.  The  bufinefs, 
in  confequence  of  that  check,  lay 
dormant  for  fome  time,  and  feem- 
ed  apparently  to  have  been  given 
up.  It  was,  however,  again  re- 
vived, when  it  was  determined, 
that  Colonel,  fmce  General  God- 
dard,  who  fucceeded  Leflie  in  the 
command  of  the  detachment,  (hould 
be  furnilhed  with  the  fame  powers 
which  had  been  communicated  to 
Mr.  Elliot,  and  Ihould  according- 
ly proceed  in  conducing  the  ne- 
gociation. The  a|xthority  given 
to  Bombay  to  direft  the  courfe  and 
point  out   the  objefts  of  the   de- 


tachment, was  upon  that  account 
revoked,  and  General  Goddard 
ord-red  to  make  his  way  to  the 
Nerbudda,  v/hich  forms  the  nor- 
thern boundary  of  the  Berar  Rajah's 
dominions. 

In  the  mean  time,  Bombay 
feemed  rufhing  with  rather  too 
much  impctuofity  into  the  Ma- 
ratta  war ;  and  was  fo  confident 
in  its  fuccefs  that  inflead  of  pro- 
pofing  to  wait  for,  or  regretting 
the  delay  of  Goddard's  detach- 
ment, they  appeared  apnrehenfive 
that  any  other  fhould  partake  in 
the  glory  and  ad^'antages  of  the 
revolution.  Neither  did  they  feem 
provided  with  all  the  information, 
which  could  either  warrant  an  un- 
dertaking of  fuch  danger  and  mag- 
nitude, or  aiTord  the  guidance  ne- 
cefl'ary  to  its  direction  when  un- 
dertaken. They  were  not  only 
mifled  with  refpedl  to  the  number 
and  power  of  Ragonaut  Row's  ad- 
herents ;  they  were  equally  mifm- 
formed  with  refpedl  to  the  ftate 
and  fituation  of  the  Maratta  ar- 
mies ;  which  it  feems  they  under- 
ftood,  to  be  totally  engaged,  at  a 
great  diftance  on  the  Kiiftna,  in 
the  lofing  war  with  Hyder  Ally. 
It  was  likewife  reported,  and 
feems  to  have  been  credited,  that 
the  Bombay  army  would  be  joined 
on  the  borders,  by  20,000  horfa 
under  Ragonaut's  partizans.  Thus 
the  expedition  to  Poonah  was  ra- 
ther confidered  as  a  fort  of  holi- 
day adventure,  than  a  matter  of 
difficulty  and  danger. 

Though  expedition  feems  to 
coniUtute  the  foul  of  fuch  an  en- 
terprize,  the  movements  of  the 
Bombay  army  were  unaccountably 
flow.  In  a  few  days  after  the  ar- 
my paflcd  over  to  the  continent. 
Captain  Stuart  was  detached  with 

[i?J  2  a  feleft 
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a  felefl  party  of  600  grenadier  Sea- 
poys,  to  take  poffefiion  of  the 
Bour  Ghaut,  a  pafs  through  the 
mountains  of  the  utmoft  impor- 
tance, and  which  opened  the  way 
direftly  to  I'.onah;  that  capital 
being  within  lefs  than  50  miles  of 
the    pafs.     This    fervice    was  per- 

-T  1      formed    without   oppo- 

Nov.  25th.    ^^^.^^^^  ^^^j  g^^^^^  ^^^^_ 

tinued  to  fortify  the  pafs  for  a  full 
month,  without  any  reinforce- 
ment, and  without  his  meeting 
the  fmalleft  interruption.  It  feems 
probable,  that  the  motive  of  this 
delay  was  to  afford  time  to  Rago- 
naut's  partizans  to  affemble,  aed 
to  join  him  in  force  on  the  frontier. 
If  this  was  the  objedl  in  view,  it 
afforded  a  miferable  deception  ; 
not  a  fmgle  hand  was  raifcd  for 
Ragonaut,  nor  did  a  Maratta  of 
confequence  appear  in  his  favour, 
from  the  outfet  to  the  end  of  the 
expedition. 

The  Bombay  regular  force  a- 
mounted  to  about  4000  men,  (of 
which  700  were  fiid  to  be  Euro- 
peans) with  a  powerful  train  of  ar- 
tillery. Ragonaut  Row  commanded 
a  feparate  divifion,  of  two  regiments 
of  Seapoys,  and  about  6co  horfe, 
compofed  of  his  own  followers. 
The  army  was  encumbered  with 
an  enormous  baggage,  and  fuch 
a  number  of  carriages  and  cattle, 
as  were  totally  inconfiftent  with 
the  nature  of  the  fervice  and 
ihortnefs  of  the  difcance.  The 
military  maxims  of  the  Eaft  were 
never  held  in  any  elHmation  among 
warlike  nations  ;  but  it  would 
feem  from  this  inftance,  and  that 
of  the  Bengal  detachment,  as  if 
the  Engliili  were  falling  into  one 
of  their  mofl:  inveterate  and  ruin- 


ous vices. 
The   nominal  command   of  the 


Bombay  army  lay  in  Col.  Eger" 
ton;  but  the  feledl  committee  ap- 
pointed the  fecond  in  council,  and 
another  gentleman,  as  their  depu- 
ties, to  I'uperintend  the  operations 
of  the  army  in  the  field ;  invefting 
civilians  vvith  powers  as  incom- 
patible with  their  own  htuation  and 
knowledge,  as  with  military  fubor- 
dination  and  fervice.  Thefe  two 
gentlemen,  with  Col.  Egerton,  com- 
pofed what  was  called  the  Poonah 
committee. 

On  new  year's  day,  1779.  the 
whole  army  began  their  march 
from  Condola,  the  firft  village  on 
the  Poonah  fide  of  the  pafs,  and 
foon  found  the  Marattas  hanging 
on  all  fides,  who  impeded  their 
progrefs  by  a  cannonade,  and  di- 
Itant  attack  with  rockets,  through 
the  courfe  of  the  day.  Col.  Cay 
was  mortally  wounded  in  this  out- 
fet of  the  bulinefs.  The  fame 
fort  of  cannonade  and  interrup- 
tion was  repeated  through  every 
day's  march,  from  nine  in  the 
morning  till  three  in  the  after- 
noon, which  we  fuppofe  was  the 
time  that  the  troops  were  in  mo- 
tion; the  Marattas  cautioufly  ab- 
ftaining  from  coming  within  reach 
of  the  finall  arms ;  and  the  lofs 
varying  accortiing  to  circum- 
ftances.  Thus  conftantly  har- 
rafled,  the  army  could  only  ad- 
vance at  the  rate  of  from  three  to 
four  miles  a  day.  On  the  4th  of 
January,  Capt.  Stuart,  a  brave 
officer,  who  commanded  the  feledl 
body  of  grenadiers,  was  killed  by 
a  cannon  ball,  which  obliged  the 
army  to  h?'t  at  a  village  called 
Chockley. 

In  a  few  days,  on  their  arrival 
at  Tullicanoon,  a  beautiful  vil- 
lage adorned  with  noble  buildings, 
(which    was,    however,    burnt    on 

their 
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their  approach)  and  only  about 
20  miles  fiiort  of  Poonah,  they 
found  their  difficulties  and  dangers 
inultiplied  in  fuch  a  degree,  as 
put  an  end  to  all  hope  of  farther 
progrefs.  They  were  already  fo 
completely  furrounded,  chat  every 
kind  of  fupply,  and  all  inter- 
courfe  with  the  country  were  en- 
tirely cut  oft".  The  enemy  had 
been  every  hour  increafing  in  force 
from  the  time  of  their  quitting  the 
Gaut,  and  it  was  now  become  tre- 
mendous. The  Marattas  them- 
felves  fay  it  amounted  to  near 
60,000  horfe.  Upon  tlieir  arrival 
at  the  fmoaking  ruins  of  that  fine 
village,  they  were  clofely  attacked, 
with  a  determined  vigour  and  con- 
fidence which  they  had  not  before 
experienced.  In  this  fkirmiih  the 
enemy  acknowledged  the  lofs  of 
200  men ;  and  faid  that  on  the 
Eritifh  fide  25  Europeans,  and  100 
Seapoys  fell 

Tan.  nth,  ,^"  t^^isftate  of  things, 
j-_f^  the  two  remammg  mem- 
''-''  bers  of  the  committee 
(one  of  them  being  at  this  time 
either  dead  or  irrecoverably  ill) 
determined  upon  a  retreat  in  the 
night,  hoping  to  fave  the  army, 
by  regaining  the  Gaut,  or  Moun- 
tain Tafs.  The  profligate  and 
abandoned  Ragonaut  Row,  endea- 
voured to  profit  of  this  deplorable 
fituation,  and  to  purchafc  perfonal 
fecurity,  and  peace  with  his  coun- 
try, at  the  price  of  betraying  his 
allies  to  deilrucHon.  He  is  faid 
to  have  made  the  overture  to  Sin- 
dia,  who  feems  to  have  been  the 
principal  Maratta  commander ; 
and  that  he  not  only  informed  him 
of  the  defign,  the  hour  of  depar- 
ture, and  the  order  of  march,  but 
that  he  promifed  to  fall  upon  them 
with  his  own  forces  in  the  hurry 


and  confufion  of  the  attack.  This 
charge  upon  Ragonaut  is  not 
made  by  the  Englifh ;  but  comes 
from  a  quarter  which  had  much 
better  means  of  information,  and 
was  not  fo  liable  to  taciturnity 
upon  that  particular  fubje«5t.  At 
any  rate,  it  can  offer  no  injury 
to  Ragonaut;  the  abhorrence  in 
which  he  has  been  conltantly  held 
by  all  the  princes  of  India,  as 
well  as  by  his  own  country,  marks 
his  charader  too  ftrongly  to  admit 
of  any  additional  colouring. 

The  line  of  march  on  the  retreat 
being  ahered,  and  Ragonaut   with 
his  forces  placed  in  a  ne'Hf  pofuion, 
it  was  fuppofed,  that  the   Englifh 
commanders  had  received  fome  in- 
telligence  of  his   treachery.   How- 
ever that  was,  their   rear  was   at- 
tacked before  it  had  well  got  off 
the  ground,  foon  after  one"  in  the 
morning ;    and    by   day-break   the 
whole  army   found  itfelf  furround- 
ed, and  furioufly  affaulted  on   all 
fides.     The  engagement  continued 
till  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
with     fcarcely    any     ceffation    on 
either    fide ;   and    was    then    only 
terminated    through    extreme  heat 
and     wearinefs.     The     cannonade 
during    the   whole   time    was    tre- 
mendous on   both  fides.     Nothing 
could    exceed    the     bravery     and 
firmnefs  dilplayed  by   the  compa- 
ny's   troops,   Seapoys   as   well    as 
Europeans,   during   this   long   and 
fevere    conflid.     The    Britifh    ar- 
tillery were  admirably  ferved  ;  and 
the     furious      attacks     repeatedly 
made    by    the     Maratta    horfe    to 
charge    the    line   fword    in    hand, 
were  conltantly  repelled  with  great 
lofs,  by    the  well   timed   and   well 
placed    difchargo    of    their    grape 
fhot ;    which    was,    however,    ac- 
companied  and    fupported    by   an 
[B  ]  3  uiuform 
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uniform  and  fevere  fire  of  muf- 
quetry.  Captain  Hartley,  who 
commanded  that  divifion  of  the 
army  which  was  moll  feverely 
prefled,  was  highly  and  particu- 
larly diltinguilhcd  by  his  couduft 
on  this  day. 

The  native  accounts  ftate  the 
lofs  on  the  Britilh  fide  in  this 
aflion,  at  150  Europeans,  and 
800  Seapcys ;  but  the  lofs  feems 
to  be  much  exaggerated.  The 
Marattas  furrcunded  the  camp 
during  the  night,  and  kept  pa- 
trolles  conftantly  in  motion,  to 
prevent  even  the  pofiibility  of 
efcape.  Being  now  fecure  of  their 
prey,  they  were  contented  with  a 
cannonade,  without  attem.pting 
any  clofe  attack  on  the  following 
day.  It  was  returned  by  the  cn- 
clofed  army,  until  the  afternoon, 
when  the  firing  on  the  Engliih 
fide  ceafed.  A  flag  of  truce  be- 
ing fent  out,  the  Marattas  like- 
wife  ceafed  firing.  The  requeft 
which  accompanied  it,  requiring 
that  hoftilities  might  ceafe  for  a 
given  time,  until  propofals  could 
be  made  for  an  accommiodation. 
Was  as  freely  complied  with.  The 
Maratta  generals,  however,  re- 
mitted no  part  of  their  watchful 
care,  in  guarding  all  the  avenues 
from  the  camp  during  the  night. 

Two  gentlemen  were  deputed 
by  the  committee  in  the  morning 
to  confer  with  the  Maratta  chiefs. 
The  only  account  which  we  have 
feen  or  heard  of  the  conference, 
is  given  in  a  letcer  fent  at  the 
time  to  the  Nabob  of  Arcot, 
from  his  envoy  at  the  court  of 
Poonah,  and  which  ftates  it  in  the 
following  manner.  That  the  de- 
uty  having  firft  declared  (it  is  to 
e  fuppofed  in  the  name  of  the 
company)    that    they    were    only 


I 


merchants,  then  proceeded  to  flate, 
that  Ragonaut  Row  had  come  to 
them  and  demanded  their  procec- 
tion.  That  they  thou(^!it  he  had 
a  right  to  the  government,  and 
gave  him  their  aiiiftance.  That 
nothing  but  ill  fortune  attended 
him,  and  they  had  been  brought 
to  their  prefent  miferable  ftate  by 
keeping  him  with  them.  The 
Marattas  were  now  mafters,  and 
might  take  him  from  them. — 
Ttiat  they  fhould  henceforth  ad- 
here to  the  treaties  eltablifhed  be- 
tween both  nations  ;  and  requcfted 
that  what  had  happened  might  be 
forgiven. 

The  Maratta  minifter  anfwered, 
Ragonaut  Row  is  one  of  us :  — 
What  right  could  you  have  to  in- 
terfere in  our  concerns  with  him  ? 
He  then  laid  down  the  following 
terms :  that  they  fhould  reftore 
Salfette,  Baroach,  and  whatever 
elfe  had  been  taken  from  the  Ma- 
rattas in  the  late  war.  That  they 
fhould  adhere  to  the  treaty  con- 
cluded with  Balajee  Row  in  the 
year  1761  ;  and  that  they  fhould 
require  nothing  farther. 

The  deputies  went  back  with 
this  anfvver,  and  did  not  return 
untill  the  following  day  at  noon  ; 
it  is  not  clear,  whether  hoflilities 
were,  or  were  not  recommenced 
during  the  interval.  They  in- 
formed Sindia  that  they  had 
brought  a  blank  paper,  figned 
and  fealed  by  the  committee  and 
principal  military  officers,  which 
the  Maratta  chiefs  were  to  fill  up 
as  they  pleafed.  Sindia,  with 
eqlial  moderation  and  wifdom,  (for 
the  wifdom  and  policy  of  the  mea- 
fure  are  not  to  be  judged  of  from 
the  event  in  this  particular  in- 
flance)  advifed  the  Maratta  coun- 
cil not  to    take   any  unreafonable 

ad- 
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advantage  of  their  own  power,  nnd 
of  the  diflrcfs  and  neccfiity,  which 
compelled  the  Englifh  to  fubmit  to 
any  terms  they  chofe  to  prelcribe  j 
"  For,"  faid  he,  "our  making  large 
**  demands  would  only  fow  refent- 
"  rnent  in  their  hearts,  and  we  had 
"  better  demand  only  what  is  ne- 
"  ceflary.  Let  Ragonaut  Row  be 
"  with  us,  and  the  treaty  between 
*'  us  and  the  Englifh  will  be  ad- 
"  hered  to." 

The  treaty  was  accordingly  con- 
cluded, upon  the  immediate  con- 
dition of  giving  up  Ragonaut  Row, 
and  the  future  one  of  refloring 
all  the  late  conquefts. — The  former 
treaty  with  Balajee  Row,  to  fup- 
ply  the  place  of  the  late  Poor- 
under,  and  to  be  firmly  adhered 
to  by  both  parties.  It  was  like- 
wife  ftipulated,  that  the  Bengal 
army  fhould  return  ;  but  it  has 
been  fmce  faid,  that  the  com- 
mittee declared,  that  their  pre- 
fidency  had  no  authority  which 
could   reach  to  bind   the   fupreme 


council,  with  refpedl  to  the  dif- 
pofal  of  their  forces.  All  thefe 
terms  were  fufficicntly  favourable ; 
but  they  were  clogged  with  the 
difgraceful  condition,  that  Mr. 
Farmer  and  another  gentleman 
fhould  remain  as  hodages,  until 
the  treaty  wt^s  ratified  at  Bombay, 
and  the  ifland  of  Salfette,  with 
the  other  conquered  countries  re- 
llored. 

The  treaty  being  returned  per- 
fefted  to  the  Maratta  camp,  the 
articles  written  in  the  Englilh, 
Perfian,  and  Maratta  languages, 
the  whole  confirmed  by  the  com- 
pany's feal,  and  figned  as  we  be- 
fore obferved,  the  late  enemy  fent 
an  immediate  fupply  of  provifions 
to  the  Bombay  army ;  through  the 
want  of  which  (our  account  fays) 
they  were  reduced  to  the  laft  ftate 
of  diftrefs,  A  body  of  Maratta 
horfe  condufted  them  back  to  the 
fea  Ihore,  and  faw  them  on  board 
the  boats  which  re-conveyed  them 
to  Bombay. 


CHAP.       II. 

Situation  and  condiiB  of  Moodajee  BooJIa,  the  Rajah  of  Berar.  Gen.  God- 
dard  pajj'cs  the  Nerbudda  ivith  the  army,  ^jjho  are  liberally  fupplied  -xvith 
prcvijtons  and  necejfaries  in  the  dominions  of  Berar.  Negcciation  <ivith 
the  Rajah,  n.vho  rej)fes  to  accede  to  the  conditions  held  out  by  the  propojed 
treaty.  Goddard  fets  out  on  his  march  for  Poonah  ;  recei-ves  contradic- 
tory injlniciions  on  the  luay,  from  the  co7nmittee  appointed  to  fuperintcnd 
the  Bombay  army  ;  is  met  by  a  tnhiijier  from  the  court  of  Poonah,  ^vho 
dcjires  his  return  ixiith  the  army  to  Bengal,  in  pirrfuance  of  the  treaty  of 
Worgaum  :  Goddard  refufes  to  comply,  and  directs  his  courfc  to  Sural. 
Prefidency  of  Bombay  dij'a'vonv  the  treaty  of  Worgaum,  and  thereby  ex- 
poj'e  the  hojlages  to  great  apparent  danger.  Ne-i.v  J'chcmes  adopted  for  a 
re-volution  in  the  Maratta  government.  Supreme  council  confirm  the  con- 
du£i  of  Bo7nbay  in  difavonving  thecon'ventionofWorguuin;  but  cmpoi.i:er 
Goddard  to  negociate  a  treaty  upon  other  terms  •■with  the  Marattas.  Great 
preparations  at  the  fame  ti7ne  made  for  ivar,  and  a  renewal  of  the  ncgn- 
ciation  -uiith  Moodajee  Boofa  determined.  Strong  cotnpiaitits  made  by 
the  court  of  Poonah,  of  the  faithlefs  conduSl  of  the  company.  Rngohah 
efcapes  from  the  cujiody  of  the  Marattas,  and  flies  for  refuge  tr  Goddard* s 
campi  (which  increafes  the  aiflicuhies  of  the  negociation  "v^ith  the 
KB\^  '  former. 
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former.  Faricus  <a:if.s  I'shich  led  to  the  confederacy  of  the  great  prhices 
of  India  for  the  extermination  of  the  Englijh.  Marat: as  break  off  the  ne- 
gociaticn  -ivith  Goddard,  and  conclude  a  peace  and  alliance  ivith  Hyder 
Ally.  Treaty  of  alliance  concluded  hy  the  fupreme  council  luith  the 
Ranna  of  Ghod.  Gen.  Goddard  concludes  a  treaty  nvith  Futty  Sing  i 
takes  Ahmedahad,  the  capital  of  the  Gu'zerat,    hy  form,  and  reduces  the 

-  nvhole  prc-vince.  Sindia  and  Hoikar  arrive  ivith  a  Marafta  army. 
Sindia  rejiores  the  gentlemen  ^who  nvere  gi-ven  as  hofages  at  Worgaum* 
Propojals  hy  Sindia  for  an  aCccinmcdaticn  rejected.     Gen.    Goddard  at- 

"  tacks  a7id  defeats  the  Maratta  army.  Capt.  Catnpbel  repidfes  Sindia, 
and  prfer'ViCs  his  con'voy      Lieut.    Waljh  furprizcs  and  defeats  a  large 

'  body  of  Marattas.  Another  large  body  defeated  by  Major  Forbes.  Ma- 
jor Popham^s  fuccefes  en  the  fde  of 'Bengal;  drives  the  Marattas  out  of 
the  country  cf  Ghod;  and  J'urprifes  the  fortrefs  of  Gualier,  'which  had 
ahvays  been  deemed  impregnable.  State  of  affairs  in  the  Carnatic. 
Treaty  <vjith  Bazalct  Jung  for  the  Guntoor  Circar,  H.vzth  other  tranj- 
a3ions,  nA:hich  led  to  great  jealoify,  difike,  atid  iU-iuill,  en  the  fde  of 
the  Ni-zam  of  the  Dec  an,  and  of  Hyaer  Ally. 


AS  we  have  fcen  the  unfortu- 
nate ifiue  of  the  Bombay 
cxnedition  in  favour  of  Ragoba, 
it  will  now  be  necsilar)'  to  take 
fome  notice  of  the  refult  of  that 
greater  and  more  compreheniive 
part  of  the  fyftem,  which  had  been 
formed  for  the  overthrow  of  the 
prefent  Maratta  government  and 
the  ellablifament,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  cf  a  new  arrangement,  of 
power  and  policy  in  India.  Moo- 
dajee  Boofla,  the  Berar  Rajah, 
from  whatever  motives  it  might 
arife  feems  to  have  been  very  fa- 
vourably difpofed  to  the  Britifh 
interefts ;  at  leaft  it  is  evident, 
that  he  was  willing  to  enter  into 
any  conditions  of  mutual  conve- 
nience and  good  neighbourhood, 
which  could  tend  to  llrengthen  and 
render  permanent  a  friendly  con- 
nection. The  Rajah's  dominions 
were  too  remote,  and  too  fecurely 
locked  in  from  all  maritime  en- 
terprize,  to  render  him  in  any 
great  degree  apprehenfive  of  the 
company's  power;  and  the  fame 
caufes,  with  others,  prevented  al- 
moft    all   commerce    between   his 


fubjeds  and  theirs.  He,  however, 
poircfTed  a  claim,  which,  if  he  had 
been  difpofed  to  enforce  it,  mult 
have  afforded  continual  room  for 
angry  difcuffion ;  this  was  the  de- 
mand on  Bengal  of  the  chout,  or 
annual  Maratta  tribute,  which 
had  been  long  paid  by  that  king- 
dom, and  to  which,  if  at  all  al- 
lowable, he  feemed  entitled ;  but 
this  claim  had  lain  fo  long  dor- 
mant, as  to  be  now  fcarcely 
thought  of;  and  could  only  be 
revived  by  fome  unexpected  and 
extraordinary  change  of  circum- 
llances. 

As  the  condudl  and  difpofition 
of  princes  are  ufually  attributed  to 
political  motives,  this  attachment 
of  the  Rajah  to  the  company  muft 
be  fought  for  in  other  caufes  than 
we  have  yet  feen.  It  is  faid,  that 
he  formerly  had  in  contemplation 
fome  defign  of  enforcing  his  claim 
to  the  throne  of  the  Ram  Rajah, 
in  the  profecution  of  which,  the 
fupport,  or  even  the  countenance 
of  the  company,  would  have  been 
an  objed  of  no  fmall  confideration 
and  import.     The   friendly  inter- 

courfe 
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courfe  thus  commenced,  might  well 
have  been  continued- and  improved, 
alihough,  from  the  apparent  im- 
prafticability  of  the  defign,  and 
the  Rajah's  fubfequent  connec- 
tions with  the  court  of  Poonah,  the 
idea  from  which  it  originated  had 
been  long  laid  afide.  The  Berar 
Rajah  might  alfo,  in  a  general  po- 
litical view,  have  confidcred  the 
company  as  highly  ufeful,  in  con- 
tributing to  fupport  Tome  tole- 
rable ballance  of  power  between 
the  native  princes  of  Jndia;  and,  as 
in  a  late  particular  inftance,  he  had 
himfelf  been  over-matched,  worlled, 
and  loft  a  conliderable  portion  of 
territory,  in  his  war  with  the  Nizam 
of  the  Decan,  he  perhaps  hoped 
that  their  friendihip  and  alliance 
uould  be  a  means  of  preventing 
future  injury  or  lofs. 

But  it  was  long  and  late  before 
the  Berar  Rajah  was  admitted  into 
the  myftery  of  that  new  fylkm  of 
policy  which  was  in  contemplation 
at  Calcutta,  and  in  which  he  was 
intended  to  hold  fo  great  and  con- 
fpicuous  a  part.  Repeated  hints 
had  indeed  been  thrown  out,  both 
to  his  refident  at  Calcutta,  and  in 
letters  to  his  prime  minifter,  that 
a  treaty  of  the  firll  importance, 
and  fraught  with  the  greateft  mu- 
tual advantages,  was  in  view,  and 
would  foon  be  dilclofcd  to  him. 
This  intelligence  being  entirely 
fuited  to  his  own  wifhes,  could  not 
but  afford  the  greateft  fatisfadlion ; 
and  he  accordingly  exprcft'ed  no 
fmall  regret  at  the  death  of  Mr. 
Elliot,  the  minlfter,  who  wc  have 
fcen,  had  otin  appointed  to  ncgo- 
ciate  and  conclude  the  bufinefs  at 
his  court. 

In  the  mean  time,  he  ufed  the 
moft  friendly  and  unremitting  en- 
deavours, to  prevent  or  to  compro- 


mife  the  differences,  between  the 
court  of  Poonah  and  Calcutta. 
His  central  fituation,  his  intimate 
connexions  with  one,  his  friendly 
correfpondence  with  the  other,  and 
his  good  wifhes  to  both,  render- 
ed him  the  natural  mediator  be- 
tween the  parties ;  and  it  is  but 
jurtice  to  fay,  that  he  was  indefa- 
tigable in  his  endeavours  to  dif- 
charge  the  duties  of  that  office. 
He  was  equally  induftrious  at 
Poonah  and  at  Calcutta,  in  ex- 
plaining the  meafures,  condudl, 
and  views  of  the  opppfite  lide,  and 
in  reftraining  or  curing  the  jea- 
loufies  rifmg  on  both.  x\s  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  a  French  alliance 
was  the  great  object  of  complaint 
and  alarm  held  out  at  Calcutta, 
his  reprefentations  at  the  court  of 
Poonah  were  fo  effeftual,  as  to 
procure  the  abrupt  difmiffion  of 
the  Chevalier  de  St.  Lubin  ;  and 
this  fatisfaftiun,  as  the  Maratta 
minifters  affert,  was  given  in  fo 
clear  and  complete  a  manner,  that 
he  was  fent  away  without  hearing 
or  receiving  his  prooofals. 

On  the  other  hand,  he  was  no 
lefs  urgent,  though  lefs  fuccefsful 
at  Calcutta,  in  remonftrating  on 
the  impropriety,  evil  confequences, 
and  ultimate  danger  of  Leflie's  ex- 
pedition. He  ftrongly  ftated,  that 
exclufive  of  the  effedls  which  it 
muft  unavoidably  produce  at  Poo- 
nah, it  was  a  meafure  of  fuch  a 
nature,  as  could  not  fail  to  dif- 
guft  and  alarm  all  the  princes  of 
India.  It  was  not  only  without 
example,  but  it  was  contrary  to 
all  treaties,  and  a  direift  violation 
of  all  the  rights  of  fovereignty 
Every  prince,  through  whofe  ter-. 
ritories  the  army  paffed,  muft  re - 
fent,  fo  far  as  he  was  able,  fuch 
a  flagrant  outrage.  He  ftated  the 
number- 


ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1782. 


numberlefs  difTicukies  of  every  kind 
which  they  were  to  encounter  :  the 
unknown  countries  they  were  to 
explore,  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
pro\  ifion  in  the  midft  of  hoiliiiry, 
with  the  imprafticable  roads  and 
the  dangerous  panes  and  defiles, 
through  which  they  muft  attempt 
their  way. 

The  inattention  paid  to  the  Ra- 
jah's counfcl  and  opinion,  did  not 
produce  r.ny  remiiTion  of  his  kind- 
nefs  and  good  offices.  Two  of  his 
principal  officers  had  long  been  in 
waiting  on  the  banks  of  the  Ner- 
budda,  with  ample  fupplies  of  pro- 
vifions  and  necefTaries,  as  well  for 
its  future  fupport,  as  for  the  im- 
mediate relief  of  the  Bombay  army 
on  its  arrival.  His  zeal  went  fo 
far,  as  to  lead  him  to  difclofe  the 
preparations  making  by  the  court 
of  Poonah  for  cutting  off  the  de- 
tachment, even  to  the  number  of 
the  troops  and  the  names  of  the 
leaders,  which  were  in  different 
quarters  afiembling,  and  appointed 
for  that  purpofe.  When  the  army 
were  arrived  in  the  dominions  of 
Berar,  that  prince,  after  fpecifically 
pointing  out  the  dangers  to  which 
they  would  be  expofed,  and  the 
enemies  they  had  to  encounter,  then 
regretted,  with  much  apparent  fen- 
iibility,  that  he  did  not,  however, 
think,  they  could  at  that  time  re- 
turn, without  difgrace  to  the  com- 
pany's arms  and  councils;  and 
thence  concluded,  that  it  was  bet- 
ter they  fhould  at  all  hazards  pro- 
ceed. But,  at  the  fame  time,  ilill 
attentive  to  the  prcfervation  of  the 
troops,  he  pointed  out  the  neareft 
line  of  march  for  them  to  the  Gu- 
zerat,  as  the  means  of  evading  the 
impending  dangers. 

It  was  evidently  in  his  power 
to  have  facriflced  the  detachment. 


without  rifque  or  difficulty,  to  the 
views  of  the  Nizam  and  the  Court 
of  Poonah;  and  no  conditions  or 
advantages  could  by  them  have 
been  thought  too  great  for  fuch  a 
fervice.  Yet,  although  he  was  him- 
felf  equally  difgufted  and  alarm- 
ed, at  the  defigns  and  objefls  of 
the  new  league,  which  were  then 
unveiled  to  him,  his  fidelity  con- 
tinued unfhaken ;  and  inftead  of 
detaining  the  detachment  under  ap- 
parent ciixumrtances  cf  the  greatefl 
danger,  he  advanced  money,  upon 
bills  from  Calcutta,  to  enable  them 
to  prcfecute  the  march,  when  it 
could  not  otherwlfe  have  been  re- 
mitted in  any  time  equal  to  the 
exigency.  This  conduft  does  not  be- 
lie the  afTertion,  which  was  thrown 
out  upon  a  fubfequent  cccafion,  by 
one  of  the  Eerar  Rnjah's  mini- 
flers  "  That  the  family  of  Boofla 
"  had  never  yet  departed  a  hair's 
"  breadth  from  their  public  or  pri- 
"  vate  faith." 

But  with  thefe  good  difpofitions 
and  qualities  in  other  refpedls,  the 
Berar  Rajah  was  exceedingly  ill 
calculated  for  the  high  part  which 
was  allotted  to  him  in  the  new 
fyllem  of  policy.  It  perhaps  re- 
quires little  lefs  greatnefs  of  mind, 
to  comprehend  and  adopt,  than  to 
conceive  and  frame,  vail  and  dar- 
ing defigns.  Moodajee  Boofla  was 
old  and  timid ;  and  had  no  more 
difpofition  to  break  in  upon  the 
tranquility  of  his  neighbours,  than 
to  hazard  his  own  fecurity.  In- 
ftead of  .being  fafcinated  by  the 
glorious  views  of  vidlory,  conquefl 
and  empire,  he  was  ftruck  with 
horror  at  the  means  by  which  they 
were  to  be  iittained.  He  feems  to 
have  been  biaffed  by  ideas,  which 
cannot  but  appear  ilrange  and  ex- 
traordinary in  a  Maratta;  and  his 
§  long 
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long  letters  upon  the  fubjeft,  may 
be  confidered  as  little  lefs  than  lec- 
tures upon  political  morality. 

Colonel  Goddard,  v/ho  depart- 
ed from  the  Bundclchund  country 
on  the  1 2th  of  October,  1778,  was, 
during  a  march  of  about  feven 
weeks  to  the  Nerbudda,  almoll 
continually  harraffed,  his  fupplies 
cut  off,  and  his  progrefs  interrupt- 
ed, by  a  body  of  Maratta  horfe 
under  Ballagee  Pundit.  It  how- 
ever appears,  that  the  army  in 
this  couric  paffed  through  defiles, 
buried  in  the  woods  and  moun- 
tains, of  fuch  length,  difficulty 
and  danger,  that  a  handful  of 
men  might  have  Hopped  the  pro- 
grefs of  an  army,  and  a  moderate, 
well  condufted  force  have  (hut  it 
up  entirely.  Fortunately,  the  ad- 
vantages to  be  derived  from  fuch 
clrcumftances  of  fitnaticn,  were 
rot  within  the  compafs  of  the  ene- 
my's flcill. 

The  army  arrived  on  the  nor- 
thern banks  of  the  Nerbudda,  fa- 
tigued, exhaufted,  their  carriages 
broken,  their  draught  cattle  worn 
down,  and  in  want  of  all  manner  of 
fupplies,  on  the  laft  of  November  ; 
and  paffed  over  to  Huflinabad,  in 
the  Berar  dominions,  on  the  follow- 
ing day,  where  all  their  wants 
v/ere  amply  fupplied.  Colonel 
Gcddard,  with  the  army,  conti- 
nued at  Huflinabad,  until  near  the 
middle  of  the  following  January; 
he  immediately  fending  an  agent 
to  Naigpore,  the  Rajah's  capital, 
in  order  to  negociate  the  propofed 
alliance.  Notwithltanding  the 
friendlhip  ihewn  by  Moodajee 
Boofla,  he  was  by  no  means  dif- 
pofcd  to  admit  of  their  advancing, 
under  any  pretence,  into  the  inte- 
rior parts  of  his  dominions  ;  and 
he  llicwed  no  fmall  jealoufy  at 
forae  intimations   tliat  were  given. 


of  their  good  difpofition  to  the 
protedion  of  his  capital  againfl 
any  poffible  confequenccs  of  the 
propofed  alliance. 

Ihe  refuk  of  the  negociation 
was,  that  the  Court  of  Berar  ab- 
folutely  refufed  concluding  any 
alliance,  or  entering  into  any  con- 
ditions, which  tended  to  hollility, 
either  with  the  Paiiliwa,  or  the 
Soubah  of  the  Decan.  They  re- 
prefented  the  breach  of  friendlhip, 
violation  of  faith,  treachery,  and 
pofitive  perjury,  which,  on  their 
fide,  would  attend  the  former ;  and 
they  confidered  as  not  a  great 
deal  lefs  heinous,  the  unjuftifiable 
violation  of  a  treaty  of  peace  fo- 
lemnly  ratified  vvich  the  Nizam, 
They  likewife  totally  condemned 
the  fcheme  with  refpect  to  its  po- 
licy, as  being  raih,  immature, 
haitily  formed,  highly  dangerous, 
and  as  impradicable  as  it  was  un- 
juft. 

Moodajee  Boofla  himfelf  enter- 
ed into  much  realbning  upon  the 
fubjed,  both  in  writing  and  other- 
wife.  It  feemed  as  if  he  wiihed  to 
foften  the  refufal,  by  Itating  the 
impradicabiiity  of  the  defign ; 
fhewing  the  total  incompetency  of 
his  own  forces  joined  with  th^ 
Englifh,  to  oppofa  the  powerful 
and  numerous  enemies  which  it 
was  intended  to  provoke ;  and  the 
inevitable  ruin  to  himfelf  and  his 
country,  which  mull  neceflarily 
attend  his  engaging  in  the  mea- 
fure.  He  feems  every  v/here  t<> 
treat  the  fcheme  as  a  matter  haUily 
taken  up  and  adopted,  without 
deliberation,  judgment,  or  a  due 
attention  to  means  or  coufe-t 
quences. 

It  was  in  this  Hate  of  things, 
that  the  Berar  Rajah  received  in- 
telligence, of  the  landing  of  the 
Bombay    army    on   the    continent, 

with 
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with  a  view  of  conduifling  Rago- 
naut  to  Poonah,  and  placing  him 
by  force  of  arms  in  the  Paiflnva- 
Ihip.  The  impreflions  which  this 
intelligence  made  upon  his  mind 
can  only  be  luppcfed.  It  certain- 
ly could  not  excite  very  favourable 
ideas  with  rcipeft  to  the  reftitude 
of  the  company's  conduct  and 
view.-,  any  more  than  to  the  faith 
or  honour  of  the  nation.  However 
ruinous  and  difgraceful  the  Bom- 
bay expedition  was  in  itfelf,  it 
undoubtedly  proved  the  means  of 
preforving  Goddard's  detachment; 
the  large  forces  which  were  afTem- 
bled  in  dift'erent  quarters  to  inter- 
cept their  paflage,  being,  in  the 
£rll  inifiince,  neceflarily  called  off 
to  encounter  the  nearer  danger ; 
and  the  treaty  or  convention  of 
Worgaum,  having  afterwards  lull- 
ed the  Court  of  Poonah  into  a  fe-" 
curity,  which  excluded  all  ideas 
of  farther  hoftility. 

The  negociation  with  the  Rajah 
having  thus   failed.   Colonel   God- 
Tan     T6th    ^^'^^  began  his  march 
'     '  '  from    Huflinebad    for 

^"^T"^'  Poonah.  But  he  had 
not  advanced  many  days,  when  he 
received  a  letter  from  the  Poonah 
committee,  being  thofe  field  de- 
puties who,  we  have  feen,  con- 
duced the  operations  of  the  Bom- 
bay army,  advifing  him  to  pro- 
ceed either  to  Baroach  or  Surat, 
or  otherwife  to  continue  on  the 
borders  of  Berar;  but  by  no  means 
to  advance  towards  Poonah.  This 
letter  was  dated  on  the  nth  of 
January,  before  the  final  engage- 
ment with  the  Marattas.  The 
colonel,  however,  kept  his  way; 
rot  thinking  himfelf  warranted  by 
thefe  advices  to  return  to  Berar  ; 
and  the  fame  common  road  ftill 
holding  to  the  other  fpecified 
places.     On  the   i6th  of  January, 


when  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of 
Worgaum  were  agreed  on,  the 
Poonah  cornm.ittee  wrote  a  letter 
to  Goddard,  with  politive  direc- 
tions to  march  back  with  the  army 
to  Bengal;  but  in  three  days  after 
when  the  impreflions  that  then 
operated  were  worn  off,  and  they 
had  come  to  a  refolution  of  difput- 
ing  the  validity  of  the  treat}', 
they  difpatched  another  letter,  in- 
forming him,  that  upon  due  re- 
colleftion,  they  found  they  v/ere 
not  authorized  to  iflue  the  former 
orders  and  he  was  therefore  to 
pay  no  regard  to  them.  • 

Colonel  Goddard,  without  be- 
ing moved  by  thefe  contradidlory 
orders,  continued  his  courfe,  un- 
til on  the  5th  of  February,  being 
arrived  at  Brahmpore,  he  receiv- 
ed difpatches  from  the  council  of 
Bombay,  with  orders  for  his  pro- 
ceeding immediately  to  Surat;  ob- 
ferving  at  the  fame  time,  that  they 
were  not  at  liberty  to  give  him  any 
precife  information  as  to  the  caufes 
of  the  return  of  their  army,  nor  as 
to  the  probable  confequences  of 
that  event.  Thefe  advices  were 
fucceeded  by  the  arrival  of  a  Vack- 
eel,  or  minifter,  from  Poonah  in 
his  camp,  with  a  copy  of  the  con- 
vention at  Worgaum,  by  which 
his  immediate  return  to  Bengal 
was  ftipulated.  Colonel  Goddard 
denied,  that  the  committee  who 
figned  the  convention  had  any 
nnanner  of  authority  over  him ; 
faid  that  he  was  under  orders  to 
march  to  Bombay,  for  the  fecurity 
of  the  company's  pofleflions  againft 
the  defigns  of  the  French ;  that  he 
couid  not  difpenfe  with  his  orders, 
and  fhould  accordingly  profecute 
his  march.  Being  now  fenfible  of 
the  fituation  of  affairs,  he  bent  his 
courfe  direftly  to  Surat,  where  he 
arrived  by  the  end  of  February. 

Bombay 
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Bombay  was  exceedingly  flow  in 
communicating  its  misfortune,  or 
intended  mode  of  condudt  in  con- 
fequence  qf  it.  The  intelligence 
had  been  (o  long  received  from 
Madras  and  Poonah  at  Calcutta, 
before  any  direft  account  was  tranf- 
mitted  from  that  prcfidency,  that 
fome  cenfure  feemed  to  be  in 
agitation  for  to  unaccountable  a 
negligence  in  the  fupreme  coun- 
cil. The  Bombay  difpatches  did 
not  arrive  until  after  the  middle 
of  March.  That  preiidency  had 
publicly  difavowed  the  treaty  of 
Worgaum  ;  although  ;it  was  rati- 
fied by  two  members  of  the  feleft 
committee,  who  were  in  effedt 
armed  with  all  the  powers  of  the 
government ;  and  thus  were  the 
lives  of  MefTrs.  Farmer  and  Stuart, 
the  two  gentlemen,  who  relying  on 
the  faith  of  the  company  (which 
in  that  inllance  fnould  have  been 
deemed  particularly  facred)  had 
committed  themfelves  as  hoflages 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  the 
conditions,  to  all  appearance  facri- 
ficed. 

No  misfortune  feemed  capable 
of  laying  the  fpirlt  of  intrigue  in 
Bombay.  In  the  midll  of  difgrace 
and  calamity,  a  fcheme  was  in- 
llantly  formed  for  finding  a  fub- 
ftitute  to  fupply  the  lofs  of  Rago- 
bah,  and  thereby  reviving  the  ne- 
ver abandoned  defign  of  Itill  eftect- 
ing  a  revolution  in  the  Maratta 
government.  The  late  great  kind- 
nefs  Ihewn  to  the  Englifli,  and  the 
eminent  fervice  done  by  Madajee 
Sindia,  in  preventing  the  whole 
army  from  being  difarmed  and  de- 
tained as  hoilages,  and  thereby  af- 
fording an  opportunity  for  evad- 
ing the  treaty  of  Worgaum,  point- 
ed him  out  as  the  proper  inllrument 
for  this  purpofe.  Such  fignal  afls 
of  fervice,  it  was  fuppofed,  could 


only  proceed  from  interefted  and 
iiniller  views,  or  from  fome  very 
extraordinary  ftrain  of  friendfhip. 
In  either  cafe,  though  with  more 
certainty  in  the  former,  the  mo- 
tive might  operate  to  the  fame 
end  in  promoting  the  defign.  The 
power,  rcfources,  influence  and  cha- 
radler  of  Sindia,  rendered  him  a 
much  more  eligible  inftrument,  and 
infinitely  more  capable  of  carrying 
the  bufinefs  into  execution,  than 
the  profligate  Ragobah.  Meafures 
were  accordingly  taken  for  making 
fecret  propofals,  holding  out  great 
advantages  to  Sindia,  to  induce  him 
to  adopt  the  new  fcheme  of  revo- 
lution ;  but  we  do  not  find  that 
they  produced  either  anf.ver  or  no- 
tice from  that  chief. 

In  the  mean  time,  Bombay  and 
Calcutta  charged  each  other  widi 
the  late  misfortune  and  all  its  con- 
fequences.  The  fupreme  council 
charged  the  prefidency  with  di- 
latorinefs  and  caution  when  they 
fliould  have  been  alert  and  in  ac- 
tion ;  with  miffing  the  fairelt  op- 
portunities of  advantage  and  fuc- 
cefs ;  and  at  length,  with  the  ut- 
moft  precipitancy  and  raflinefs,  in 
adopting  the  late  expedition  when 
the  feaion  was  over,  and  under 
circumltances  which  rendered  fuc- 
cefs  impradlicable.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  prefidejicy  of  Bombay 
attributed  all  their  failure  and 
misfortune  to  the  propofed  treaty 
with  Moodajee  Boofla,  and  to  the 
keeping  them  fo  long  in  the  dark 
with  refpeft  to  the  defign,  that  it 
v/as  too  late  to  benefit  by  the 
knowledge  when  communicated. 
While  recrimination  was  thus 
bandied,  Madras  was  foreboding 
and  lamenting  the  evils,  calami- 
ties and  dangers,  to  which  the 
raflinefs  and  violence  of  both,  in 
continually    forcing    the   Marattas 

to 
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to  war,  muft  expofe  tliat  govcrn- 
jnent  in  particular,  and  the  com- 
pany's affairs  and  poffelFions  in  ge- 
neral ;  at  a  time  when  Hyder  Ally 
and  the  French  were  only  wait- 
ing for  the  proper  opportunity  to ' 
wreak  all  their  vengeance  upon  the 
Englifh. 

Tlie  fupreme  council,  however, 
confirmed  the  conduft  of  Bombay, 
in  difavowing  the  treaty  or  con- 
vention of  Worgaum.  But  fome 
pacific  difpofition,  notwith  land- 
ing, now  appeared ;  and  Colonel 
Goddard  was  endued  with  full 
powers  for  entering  into  a  nego- 
ciation  with  the  Marattas ;  and 
for  a  renewal  or  confirmation,  or 
both,  of  the  Poorunder  treaty  ; 
but  with  a  ftrift  article  againft 
the  admiffion  in  any  manner  of  the 
French,  or  the  entering  into  any 
connexion  wha.tever,  with  that  na- 
tion ;  and  an  inviolable  determi- 
nation declared,  not  to  give  up 
any  of  the  new  conquefls  or  ac- 
ceffions.  It  had  been  previoufiy 
laid  down,  as  a  general  pofition 
"not  to  be  departed  from,  in  the 
council,  that  the  Marattas  ought 
to  be  fully  fatisfied  with  the  pof- 
feffion  of  Ragonaut  Row ;  and 
that  they  had  no  right  to  claim  or 
to  expedl  any  farther  concefiion  in 
confequence  of  the  late  conven- 
tion. 

But  with  thefe  pacific  appear- 
ances, if  fuch  they  may  be  confi- 
dered,  it  was  at  the  fame  time  de- 
termined to  renew  the  negociaiion 
with  Moodajee  Boofla,  and  to  urge 
that  prince  by  every  motive  to  ac- 
cede to  the  propofed  treaty.  Every 
poffible  preparation  for  a  renewal 
or  carrying  on  a  war  was  likewife 
made  ;  and  the  firft  brigade,  which 
had  for  fome  time  been  waiting  on 
the  banks  of  the  Jumna  for  that 
event,  was  now  fupplied  with  ar- 


tillery, ammunition,  and  all  other 
neceflaries,  in  order  to  be  enabled 
to  enter  the  Maratta  countries,  and 
proceed  to  adion,  at  the  fljortell 
notice.  Other  divifions  of  troops 
in  the  moft  advanced  or  fuitable 
Itations,  were  alfo  ordered  to  be  in 
conllant  rcadinefs  for  motion  or 
fervice.  , 

Under  the  various  circumflances 
we  have  fcen,  exclufive  of  a  far 
greater  number  relative  to  the 
fame  fubjeft  which  cannot  come 
within  our  obfervation,  it  can  ex- 
cite no  furprize,  that  the  follow- 
ing pafiages  of  complaint  or  re- 
prehenfion,  fhould,  along  with  many 
others,  appear  in  fome  of  the  let- 
ters which  had  been  written  in 
the  name  of  the  Paifhvva  to  the 
governor-general,  even  before  the 
late  Bombay  expedition ;  viz. 
"  When  the  government  of  Bom- 
"  bay,  in  former  times,  put  on 
"  the  mafk  of  friendfhip,  for  the 
"  purpofes  of  deceit,  and  aided 
"  the  enemy  of  this  government, 
"  regarding  ycu,  fir,  as  fuperior 
"  to  all  the  other  chiefs,  I  made 
"  peace  and  friendfliip  with  you, 
"  and  thefe  are  the  fruits  pro- 
"  duced  by  this  friendihip."— 
"  You  write,  that  the  maintain- 
"  ing  of  friendlhip  and  ftridl 
"  union  between  our  flates,  is 
"  your  refolve.  Is  it,  in  effeft, 
"  for  the  prcfervation  of  friend- 
"  fliip,  that  you  trouble  the  do- 
"  minions  of  this  government  ? 
"  Such  a  mode  of  conduft  is  in- 
"  confident  with  the  maxims  and 
"  ufages  of  high  and  illuftrious 
"  chiefs." — "The  maintenance 
"  of  every  article  of  the  treaty, 
"  is  equally  incumbent  on  both 
"  parties.  It  is  not  ftipulated  in 
"  any  article  of  the  treaty,  that 
"  either  party  may  fend  forces 
"  through  the  dominions  of  the 
"  other. 
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*'  Other,  without  confulting  him 
*'  beforehand ;  and  thereby  to 
"  caufe  trouble  and  diftrefs  to  the 
"  people.  To  what  rule  of  friend- 
**  fhip  can  be  attributed,  the  fta- 
"  tioning  garrifons,  and  the  raif- 
"  ing  of  money  in  the  country  of 
"  the  other  party  ?  AVhat  has 
"  happened  is  then  agreeable  to 
"  Englifh  faith." — He  concludes 
V'ith  the  following  declaration — 
"  From  the  commencement  of  the 
**  authority  of  the  family  of  the 
"  Paifhwa,  they  have  entered  into 
**  treaties  with  many  of  the  chiefs, 
«  both  of  the  Eaft  and  of  the 
"  Weft,  and  have  never  before 
"  experienced  fuch  a  ivant  of  faith 
**■  from  any  one ;  nor  ever,  to  the 
**  prefent  time,  deviated  from 
"  their  engagements,  nor  been 
**  wanting  in  the  duties  of  friend- 
"  fhip  and  alliance.  The  blame 
"  refts  with  you." 

Colonel  Goodard,  who  was  a- 
bout  this  time  advanced  to  the 
rank  of  brigadier  -  general,  was 
liighly  carefTed  at  Bombay,  ap- 
pointed to  a  deliberative  feat  in 
their  councils,  and  feems  to  have 
entered  very  fpeedily  into  the  fpi- 
rit  of  that  prefidency,  to  which 
his  military  fituation  and  habits  no 
coubt  contributed.  Before  he  en- 
tered upon  the  duties  of  his  new 
office  as  plenipotentiary,  lie  com- 
jnunicated  to  Calcutta  an  account 
«f  the  diftradled  ftate  of  the  Ma- 
ratta  affairs,  the  difTentions  by 
which  the  court  of  Poonah  was 
torn  to  pieces,  and  pointed  out  the 
great  advantages  that  might  be 
derived  from  that  fituation.  He 
did  not  extend  his  views  fo  far  for 
the  prefent  as  to  a  total  revolution 
in  the  Poonah  government,  but 
fliewed  the  weak  ftate  of  the  Ma- 
ratta  frontier  on  the  quarter  where 
he  commanded,  and   pointed    out 


the  eafe  with  which  valuable  con- 
queus  might  be  made,  particu- 
larly on  the  Guzerat  fide,  dur- 
ing this  feafon  of  wcaknefs  and 
inteftine  diforder. 

\\\  the  m.ean  time,  he  notified  to 
the  court  of  Poonah  the  powers 
and  inftruftions  he  had  received 
for  accommodating  matters  ;  but 
before  an  anfwer  could  be  return- 
ed, the  old  torch  of  difcord  fud- 
denly  and  unexpectedly  blazed  up 
again  between  the  parties ;  Rago- 
naut  Row  having  made  his  efcape 
from  the  cuftody  of  Madajee  Sin- 
dia,  and  frying,  in  the  beginning 
of  June,  for  refuge  and  protec- 
tion to  General  Goddard's  camp 
near  Surat.  It  appears  that  Bom- 
bay, fmarting  under  a  fenfc  of  the 
cenfure  arifing  from  the  late  mif- 
fonune,  did  not  choofe  to  hazard 
the  charge  of  embroiling  matters 
farther  by  receiving  Ragonaut,  at 
a  time  when  a  fcheme  of  accom- 
modation had  been  adopted  and 
was  propofed  to  the  Marattas. 
Thus,  however  unwilling  to  lofe 
him,  they  were,  in  the  prefent 
delicate  circumftances,  glad  to 
fhift  the  refponfibility  to  Goddard  ; 
while  Ragonaut  himfelf  could  not 
conceal,  how  much  he  would  have 
preferred  a  renewal  of  the  connec- 
tion with  them,  to  a  dependence 
on  the  fupreme  council. 

It  was  only  a  little  before  Ra- 
gonaut's  efcape,  that  the  Paifhwa 
and  Madajee  Sindia  had  written 
to  the  prefidency  of  Bombay,  in- 
forming them  of  their  immediate 
preparation  and  intention  of  march- 
ing againft  Hyder  Ally,  hoping 
fufhciently  to  avenge  all  the  in- 
juries they  had  received  from  him  ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  exprefling 
the  moft  earneft  defire  ot  amicably 
fettling  all  differences  with  the 
Britifh  government. 

The 
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The  protection  afforded  to  Ra- 
gouaut  by  General  Goddard  was 
approved  of  at  Calcutta,  and  the 
former  was  afl'ured  of  its  conti- 
nuance ;  but  his  political  fituation 
with  refpefl;  to  the  company  was 
totally  altered.  All  ideas  of  a- 
dopting  his  projeds  of  revolution, 
and  of  fupport  in  his  ambitious 
defigns  were  at  an  end ;  and  he 
was  now  confidered  only  as  an  in- 
llrument,  that  might  be  rendered 
in  feme  degree  ufeful,  whether  in 
renewing  the  war,  or  in  fettling 
the  terms  of  peace.  It  was,  how- 
ever, determined,  that  whenever 
the  latter  event  took  place,  a  fuit- 
able  provifion  fhould  be  made  for 
him  by  the  Marattas,  and  to  be 
paid  to  him  at  whatever  place  he 
fhould  choofe  to  refide.  So  wide- 
ly were  things  now  changed  from 
what  he  had  experienced  at  Bom- 
bay, that  the  allowance  of  50,000 
rupees  a  month,  (fomething  about 
60C0I.  flerling)  allotted  for  his 
fupport  by  General  Goddard,  was 
highly  dfapproved  of  by  the  fu- 
prcme  council ;  and  that  com- 
mander was  ordered  to  reduce  it 
within  very  narrow  limits.  Rago- 
naut's  charadler  was  marked  by  the 
inltruflions  given  with  refpeft  to 
his  being  proteded,  which  was  li- 
mited to  his  not  forfeiting  the 
right  to  it  by  any  aft  of  infide- 
lity, and  his  not  making  any 
attempt  to  defeat  the  effeiSts  of 
the  ncgociation  with  the  Marat- 
tas. 

The  unexpefted  arrival  of  Ra- 
gobah  in  the  Britifli  camp,  and  the 
protedion  neceffarily  afforded  to 
him  as  a  fugitive,  was  early  an- 
nounced at  the  court  of  Poonah. 
That  government,  however,  a 
greed  to  fend  agents  to  the  camp, 
in  order  to  open  the  negociations 
with  General  Goddard.  This,hov/- 


ever,  was  llcwly  done ;  and  foms 
fymptoms  began  to  appear  which 
feemed  to  indicate,  that  the  de- 
fire  of  accommodation  on  that  fide 
was  by  no  means  growing  ftronger. 
The  agents  did  not  arrive  in  tlie 
camp  until  the  middle  of  Augull ; 
and  fo  much  time  was  loft,  through 
the  fending  of  mcffengers  to  Poo- 
nah upon  every  difficulty  that  arofe, 
together  with  the  very  flow  re- 
turn of  anfwers  from  thence,  that 
the  negociation  was  fpun  out,  with- 
out any  point  being  conclufively 
fettled. 

In  the  mean  time,  all  the  hopes 
of  an  alliance  with  Moodajee 
Boofla,  were  nov/  as  totally  fruf- 
trated  as  they  had  been  in  the 
firft  inftance.  General  profef- 
fion  of  friendfhip  and  goodwill, 
were  all  that  could  be  obtained 
from  that  prince ;  excepting,  in- 
deed, advice,  of  which  he  v/as  by 
no  means  fparing.  This  conilant- 
ly  tended  to  a  fpeedy  accommoda- 
tion with  the  court  of  Poonah ;  the 
wifdom,  and  even  neceffity  of 
which  he  took  no  fmall  pains  to 
explain.  He  was  uncommonly 
earneft  upon  this  fubjeft ;  offer- 
ing to  be  himfelf  both  the  media- 
tor and  guarantee  ;  and  engaging, 
effedually  to  fettle  the  differences, 
and  to  cure  all  the  jealoufies  on 
both  fides.  The  refufal  of  his 
mediation  was  not  likely  to  in- 
creafe  his  attachment. 

In  the  mean  time  the  founda- 
tions were  laying  down  of  that 
dangerous  league,  which  was  to 
combine  all  the  princes  of  any 
confideration  and  power  in  India, 
in  a  general  confederation  for  the 
downfall  of  the  company,  and  the 
final  exterm.ination  of  the  Englilh. 
It  required  a  long  feries  ofmea- 
fures  and  events,  tending  to  irri- 
tation, jealoufy  and  alarm,  and  to 
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infufe  an  idea,  not  cf  partial,  but 
of  general  danger,  to  unite  fuch 
difcordant  interefts,  and  hoiiile 
dlfpofiiions,  in  aay  i'cheme  of  re- 
ciprocal benefit,  and  mutual  ac- 
tion. Of  thefe  too  many  inllances 
were  unhappily  afforded.  Some 
we  have  fcen  ;  others  did  not 
com2  within  the  line  of  our  ar- 
rangement. Hiring  cut  the  com- 
pany's troops  for  the  extermina- 
tion of  the  Ilohilla  nation  ;  the  mo- 
tives which  caufed  the  elevation  of 
Sujah  Do^la,  to  great  additions 
of  wealth,  power,  and  dominion ; 
.together  with  the  Gripping  of  the 
Mogul  of  the  ftipend  v.hich  had 
been  allotted  to  him  by  them- 
felves  as  a  tribute  for  the  king- 
dom of  Bengal,  although  the 
Tanflion  of  his  name  and  autho- 
rity, which  they  obtained  by  it, 
was  of  infinitely  greater  value  to 
them  in  the  government  of  the 
country ;  thefe,  with  other  charges 
^  of  a  fimilar  nature,  were  held  out, 
.in  the  public  confultations  of  the 
native  chiefs,  to  fhew  the  dangers 
to  be  apprehended  from  a  people, 
whom  they  reprefented  as  being  fo 
perfidious  and  rapacious,  that  they 
trampled  upon  all  laws,  human  and 
divine,  which  flood  in  the  way  of 
their  ambition  or  intereft. 

The  repeated  and  continued 
breach  of  faith  with  the  Maratcas, 
could  not  but  renew  every  fenfe  of 
pafl  or  more  diflant  grievance, 
and  increafe  the  general  odium 
and  alarm,  even  with  thofe  who 
had  no  interefl  in,  or  who  were 
eveii  perhaps  aJvcrfe  to  that 
people.  It  was  natural  to  others 
to  conclude,  that  they  might 
themfelves  experience  a  iimilar 
treatment.  The  extraordinary 
marcii  of  the  army  acrofs  India, 
excited    a  general  alarm  with  re- 
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fpetfl  to  the  ambitious  defigns  of 
the  company,  as  the  utter  expul- 
fion  of  the  French  did,  with  re- 
gard to  the  dangerous  extent  of 
its  power.  It  would  have  re- 
quired no  fmall  degree  of  pru- 
dence, moderation,  and  caution, 
to  have  abviat''d  the  efFecls  of 
that  event,  independent  of  all 
other  caufes  of  jealoufy  and  a- 
larm. 

It  feems  fcarcely  credible,  that 
both  the  fidelity  and  the  fecrecy 
of  the  court  of  Berar  fhould  have 
been  fo  fingularly  eminent,  as 
that  the  Nizam,  Soubah  cf  the 
Decan,  fhou'.d  have  received  no 
manner  of  intelligence,  either  at, 
or  after  the  time,  that  he  was 
himfelf  one  of  the  facriiices  pro- 
pofed  in  the  treaty  with  Moodajee 
Boofla.  Yet,  Jmgular  as  it  is, 
neither  in  enumerating  the  caufes 
which  induced  him  to  becom«  the 
founder  of  the  league  againil  the 
Englifh,  nor  upon  any  other  occa- 
fion,  did  the  Nizam  ever  throw 
oat  a  hint  of  this  nature.  His 
ollcnfible  caufes  were,  beiides  his 
fliare  in  the  general  apprehenfion, 
the  clofe  friendiliip,  coanedion, 
and  alliance  between  him  and  the 
Poonah  government ;  the  mortal 
animofity  he  bore  to  Ragonaut 
Row,  whom  he  dcfcribed  as  "  an 
"  in-vinc:ble  'viHai/i,  and  utterly 
"  incapable  of  faith  ;"  the  fenfe  of 
injury  and  injullice,  in  which  he 
fo  flrongly  regarded  the  condudl 
of  the  Bombay  government,  as  to 
attribute  the  lofs  of  their  army  to 
the  immediate  interpofition  of 
Providence,  in  condemning  the 
unjufl  to  fall  into  their  own  fnares  ; 
together  with  the  immediate  per- 
fonal  injuries,  which  he  charged 
to  the  government  ^^  Madras.  Ic 
apnears  that  Moodajee  Boofla  had 
"     [C]  early 
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early  apprized  the  governor-gene- 
ral, "  that  the  Nabob  N  zr.m, 
"  and  others  alfo,  who  were  all 
**  alarmed  at  the  encroachments 
"  of  ,  the  Englifhi  in  the  Decan, 
"  were  waiting  a  favourable  op- 
**  portunity  to  repel  them." 

The  Marattas  found  themfelves 
pretty  early  in  the  year  reduced  to 
the  following  alternative,  either 
to  accommodate  matters  in  the 
befl:  manner  they  could  with  the 
Englilh,  and  to  take  a  full  ven- 
geance of  Hyder  Ally  for  all  their 
loiles,  or,  if  that  was  found  im- 
practicable, to  make  peace  with 
Hyder,  and  to  join  their  forces 
with  his  againft  the  former.  Ply- 
der  himfelf  opened  this  ground 
early  to  them,  by  an  offer  of  pay- 
ing a  large  fum  of  money  to  them 
as  an  indemnification,  a  confider- 
able  tribute  for  the  conquered 
countries,  and  his  whole  force  to 
affift  them  againll  the  common 
enemy.  Thev  were,  however,  fo 
ftrongly  inclined  to  ths  firft  part 
of  the  alternative,  that  no  anAver 
was  returned  to  Hyder's  propofi- 
tions;  while  the  efcape  of  Rago- 
bah,  with  various  other  circum- 
ftances,  continually  threw  new 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  an  ac- 
commodation with  the  Engllih. 

The  Nizam,  at  length,  decided 
the  conduifl  of  all  the  parties. 
Peace  was  fuddenly  concluded  be- 
tween the  Marattas  and  Hyder, 
and  the  grand  league  of  confede- 
ration againli:  the  Kngliih  formed. 
The  principal  parties  were,  the 
Nizam,  Marattas,  Hyder  Ally, 
und  Pv^oodajee  Boofla;  while  Nud- 
jifF  Cavvn,  and  other  chiefs  on 
the  weftern  fide  of  India,  were  in- 
vited to  accede  to  the  confederacy, 
and  to  make  the  confufion  and 
danger  general,  by  directing  their 


attacks  againlt  Oude,  Allahabad, 
and  other  provinces  in  that  quar- 
ter. The  grand  outline  of  war- 
fare was  laid  in  the  following 
manner ;  Hyder  and  the  Nizam 
were  to  attack  the  Carnatic  and 
the  Northern  Circars;  the  Ma- 
rattas were  to  direft  their  force 
en  the  fide  of  Surat  and  the  Gu- 
zerat;  and  Moodajee  Boofla  was 
to  invade  Bengal  with  the  greateft 
army  he  could  raife. 

It  is  not  certain  how  far  the 
latter  was  a  willing,  or  even  a 
free  agent  in  this  confederacy.  He 
has  fince  pleaded  compulfion.  He 
faid,  that  his  arm.y  being  dii1')and- 
cd,  he  was  threatened  with  imme- 
diate invafion,  both  by  the  Nizam 
and  the  Marattas ;  fo  that  he  had 
no  other  means  of  faving  his 
country  from  ruin  than  by  an  ap- 
parent compliance.  It  would  al- 
mofl:  feem,  indeed,  that  it  was  io 
underllood  by  the  Company.  Cer- 
tain it  is,  that  the  part  he  took 
in  the  war  fliewed  no  marks  either 
of  zeal  or  vigour.  He  was,  ia 
the  firft  inftance,  unaccountably 
flow  in  the  outfet  of  his  army;  and 
the  time  was  fo  oddly  chofen, 
that  it  did  not  arrive  near  the  bor- 
ders of  Bengal  until  the  rainy  fea- 
fon  was  juil  f.nting  in,  which, 
however  difpofcd  for  aflion,  mult 
have  rendered  it  for  ieveral  months 
of  neceflity  inaftive.  And  fo  far 
was  any  hollility  afterwards  from 
taking  place  between  the  partiep, 
that  the  fuppofed  invader  would 
have  been  in  danger  of  ftarving, 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  kind 
fupply  of  provifions  with  which 
he  was  furnifhed  from  Benga], 
and  by  which  the  kindnefs  ftiewn 
to  General  Goddard's  army  on  the 
Nerbudda  was  returned. 

After  much  correfpcndence  be- 
iwcun 
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tween  Surat  and  Poonah,  and 
fome  peremptory  mefTages  from 
the  former,  charging  pall  delay, 
and  infilling  upon  immediate  and 
decifive  anfvvers  to  the  fpecified 
propofuions  made  by  General 
Goddard,  the  ncgociations  were 
at  length  abruptly  broken  OiT  in 
the  month  of  November,  by  a  de- 
claration from  the  Maratta  agent, 
in  the  name  of  his  mafter,  that  he 
would  not  accede  to  any  prcpo- 
fa!s  made,  or  conclude  a  pt?ce 
with  the  EngUfli,  unlefs  the  deli- 
very of  Ragonaut  Row,  and  the 
relloration  of  Salfette  to  the  Ma- 
ratta government,  were  laid  down 
as  preliminaries. 

The  preparations  for  war,  al- 
ready in  forwardnefs,  were  now 
every  where  quickened  on  the  iide 
of  the  Company.  Bombay,  which 
had  ftipulated  with  Goddard  for 
the  fhare  it  was  to  pofTefs  of  the 
new  conquefb,  fupplied  him  with 
its  whole  force,  excepting  wl.at 
was  merely  neceflary  for  the  gar- 
rlfon  defence  of  their  own  ifiand ; 
but  that  prefidency  totally  de- 
clined being  in  any  degree  refpon- 
fible,  either  for  the  intended  mea- 
fures  or  their  confequences ;  and 
at  the  fame  time  declared  their 
utter  inability  to  contribute  in  the 
fmallell  degree  to  the  cxpences  of 
the  war.  The  government  of 
Madras,  who  confidered  this  war 
as  fraught  with  every  degree  of 
danger  and  ruin  to  all  the  fettle- 
ments,  were  notwithftanding  oblig- 
ed to  fend  a  very  valuable  and  ef- 
feftive  part  of  that  force  which 
tiiey  were  foon  to  experience  the 
want  of,  to  the  aid  of  the  Surat 
army.  On  the  other  fide,  the  go- 
vernor-general and  fupreme  coun- 
cil concluded   an   alliance,    oircn- 


five  and  defenfi\T,  between  the 
Company,  and  the  Ranna  of  Go- 
hud,  cr  Ghod,  a  petty  prince, 
whofe  mountainous  territories  lie 
on  the  Maratta  fide  of  the  Jumna, 
and  the  greater  part  of  which  were 
then  pollefTed  by  fome  of  -their 
troops. 

'l':.2  want  of  money,  operating 
along  with  their  ufual  internal  di- 
vifions,  rendered  'ae  preparations 
on  the  iide  of  the  Maratta s  ex- 
ceedingly flow,  and  their  miiitary 
operations  languid  and  inefFeclive;  o 
whilll:  the  great  pecuniary  re- 
fources  wiiich  were  yet  in  the 
hands  of  the  company's  fervants, 
could  not  fail  to  give  great  energy 
and  eifeft  to  their  enterprize. 

The  Maratta  family  of  Guia- 
cawar  held  fome  confiderable  pof- 
feflions  under  the  Paifhv/a,  on  the 
weilern  borders  of  the  Guzerat, 
and  pointing  from  thence  towards 
the  Indus,  the  boundary  of  Hin- 
doftan  on  that  Iide.  In  the  firlt 
Bombay  war,  difputes  then  pre- 
vailing in  that  family  with  refpedt 
to  the  fuccefiion,  the  pretenfions 
of  Futty  Sing  Guiacawar  were  fa- 
voured by  the  Englifli,  in  oppofi- 
lion  to  thofe  of  the  other  clai- 
mants. Such  fort  of  fervices  are 
feldom  fuppofed  to  proceed  from, 
difinterefted  motives.  The  tranf- 
adlions  are  by  no  means  clear ;  but 
ceffions  of  lands  to  a  confiderable 
value  in  the  Guzerat,  were  by  fome 
meap,3  obtained  from  Futty  Sing  ; 
and  the  claim,  to  fome  of  them  at 
leaf!,  was  afterwards  fupported  in 
the  Poorunder  treaty,  and  became 
the  principal  article  in  reference 
to  future  enquiry  which  was  then 
left  undecided.  Futty  Sing  after- 
wards declared,  that  his  fignature 
was   not  only   extorted  by    force, 
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but  that  he  had  himfelf  no  right  to 
the  lands  of  which  he  was  fuppofed 
to  have  made  a  celfion. 

Some  farther  ufe  was  now,  how- 
ever, intended  to  be  made  of  this 
chief,  with  refpeft  to  the  propofed 
conqueft,  or  divifion  of  the  Guze- 
rat;  but  whether  this  related  to 
the  military  affiilance  he  might 
give,  to  the  appearance  of  riglit 
that  might  be  derived  from  his 
claims,  or  to  both,  does  not  per- 
feftly  appear.  However  that  might 
®  be,  Futty  Sing  was  fo  little  dil- 
pofed  to  accept  of  the  advantage- 
ous conditions  held  out  to  him  by 
the  propoled  treaty  of  alliance, 
that  the  firft  military  movement 
made  by  General  Goddard  was 
the  paffing  of  the  Tappee,  on  the 
fecond  day  of  the  year  1780,  in 
order  that  his  approach  might  ili- 
mulate  that  prince  to  a  fpeedy  de- 
termination. 

The  redudlion  of  the  fortrefs 
and  territory  of  Dubhoy,  apper- 
taining to  the  Paifhwa,  was  the 
ofteniible  motive  of  this  move- 
ment, which  otherwife  mufl:  have 
been  confiiered  as  diredily  hjoitile 
to  Futty  Sing  himfelf;  as  it  was 
the  highway  to  his  capital  of  Bro- 
dera,  where  he  immediately  re- 
fided.  Dubhoy,  with  its  dilbid, 
were  reduced  without  much  diffi- 
culty; but  neither  the  fuccefs  nor 
vicinity  of  the  army,  nor  the  ac- 
knowledged talents  of  General 
Goddard  in  negociation,  were  fufH- 
cient  to  induce  Futty  Sirig  to  ac- 
cede with  a  good  grace  to  the  pro- 
pofed  alliance.  His  difficulties  v/ere, 
however,  at  length  furmounted, 
and  by  the  end  of  the  month  the 
treaty  was  figned,  for  the  allotted 
divifun  of  the  Guzerat  betv/een  the 
parties,,  and  the  perpetual  exclufion 
•f  the  Pounah  government. 


The  army  being  reinforced  hy 
Futty  Sing's  cavalry,  General  God- 
dard marched  to  beficge  p,  ,  , 
the  city  of  Ahmedabad,  '  r.  ' 
the  capital  of  the  Guze-  ' 
rat.  This  place,  of  fo  much  im- 
portance, was  taken  by  ftorm,  in 
only  five  days  after  the  appearance 
of  the  army  before  it.  The  re- 
duction of  the  capital  was  imme- 
diately followed  by  that  of  the  reft 
of  the  province ;  and  Futty  Sing 
being  placed  in  the  government  at 
Ahmedabad,  by  the  general,  then 
proceeded  to  pafs  grants  to  his 
creators,  of  thoie  diftritis  which  they 
yet  chole  to  keep  in  their  own 
hands.  He  likewife  granted  the  pri- 
vilege to  the  company  of  eftablilh- 
ing  a  faftory  at  Ahmedabad  ;  a  fa- 
vour, from  whatever  caufe,  which 
there  was  no  great  difpofition  at 
prefent  to  receive  at  his  hands. 

The  policy  intended  to  be  ob- 
ferved  with  refpeft  to  this  prince, 
f-emed  to  be  of  the  fame  nature, 
with  that  which  had  of  late  been 
in  the  ufual  courle  of  pradticc 
with  others.  The  general,  who 
was  by  no  means  unfuccefsful,  in 
grafting  upon  the  character  of  the 
foldier  that  of  the  politician,  re- 
commended delay  in  the  final  fet- 
tlement  of  the  province,  until  all 
the  great  objedls  of  the  war  (hould 
be  fecured,  left  any  difputed 
claims  fljould  excite  jealoufy  or 
apprehenfion  in  Futty  Sing ;  for 
whofe  fervices  at  prefent  they  had 
much  occafion.  The  prefidency 
of  Bombay  were  more  explicit. 
They  complained  to  the  governor- 
general  and  council  of  the  dillri- 
bution  of  the  province,  the  com- 
pany's portion,  in  their  opinion, 
being  by  no  means  adequate  to 
her  rights  or  pretenfions ;  they 
ihereiare  adviied,  from  their  own 
knowledge 
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knowledge  of  Futty  Sing's  cha- 
rader,  that  the  board  would  not 
give  a  harty  or  definitive  ratifica- 
tion to  the  treaty,  without  at  leaft 
a  guarded  referve,  for  a  new  and 
equitable  fettl^ment  to  be  hereafter 
provided. 

Before  the  immediate  fettlement 
cf  the  province  had  well  taken 
place,  Sindia  and  Holkar  arrived 
with  an  army,  and  feemed  to  be  di- 
rcCling  their  courfe  towards  Surat. 
General  Goddard,  by  fcveral  forced 
marches,  prevented  their  defign ; 
and  having  reached  their  encamp- 
ment on  the  8ch  of  March,  in- 
tended <o  attack  them  in  the  night. 
He  was  moil  unexpedledly  diverted 
from  this  defign,  by  a  letter  which 
he  received  from  Mr.  Farmer,  on;; 
of  the  gentlemen  who  was  left  a 
hollage  at  Worgaum,  afid  was  now 
in  the  enemy's  camp,  informing 
him  of  the  friendly  profefTioas  made 
by  both  thofe  chiefs,  and  of  their 
wifli  to  be  on  amicable  terms  with 
the  Englifli. 

Thcle  favourable  difpofitions 
feemed  confirmed  on  the  following 
day,  by  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Far- 
mer and  Captain  Stewart,  the 
two  hoitages,  in  the  camp,  who 
had  been  freely  enlarged  by  Ma- 
dajee  Sindia,  and  diichargcd  from 
all  obligations  on  acccuni  of  the 
treaty  of  Worgaum.  They  were 
accompanied  by  a  vackeel,  or  con- 
fidential meffengcr,  from  that  com- 
mander, who  afTured  General  God- 
dard, that  Sindia's  enmity  to  Nana 
Furncfc,  the  Maraita  regent,  was 
equal  to  that  of  the  Englifli,  and 
dcfiring  an  explanation  of  their 
defigiis  with  refped  to  the  Faifnwa 
and  himfclf,  confidercd  dilUmftly 
Iroin  that  miniller;  and  at  the 
fame  time  wiUiing  to  receive  pro- 


pofals  from  the  general  for  an  ac- 
commodation, on  fuch  terms  as 
mig.it  be  conducive  to  the  views 
and  interefts  of  both  parties^ 
Goddard  declined  fending  thefe 
prop.fals;  but  defired  to  be  mads 
acquainted  with  the  fentiments  of 
Sindia,  who  was  the  bell:  judge, 
in  what  manner  a  new  fettlement 
of  the  government  of  l^oonah 
might  be  effected  with  moil  eafe 
and  advantage. 

After  fome  inexplicit  letters  of 
friendly  profeiHon,  Sindia  at  length- 
commiliioned  his  vackeel  to  open 
and  explain  his  propofitions, 
which,  it  is  faid,  were  evidently 
calculated  to  get  Ragobah  and  his 
fon  into  his  own  poff.flion,  and 
thereby  to  aggrandize  himfelf  in 
the  Hate,  without  any  regard  to 
the  interefts  of  the  Englilli.  Thcfe 
were  immediately  rejedlci,  and 
the  vackeel  dii'mifTed  witii  an  af- 
furance  that  the  Englifli  would 
put  no  reflraint  upon  Ragobah, 
nor  rifque  the  fafety  of  his  fon; 
and,  beibre  they  put  the  power  of 
the  Hate  into  his  mailer's  hands, 
they  would, expect  fome  conditions 
in  their  own  favour,  thojgh  t.i;y 
were  entirely  diipoied  to  a  fair  ac- 
commodation. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  conduct  of 
Sindia  in  this  tranfaction  feems, 
in  the  prefent  ftate  of  information, 
very  inexplicable.  The  giving 
up  of  the  hollages,  if  it  had  been 
f  llowcd  by  no  interelled  propo- 
fals,  muit  have  been  ccnfukred  as 
an  ad  of  g'.'nerofity.  But  it  is 
fcarceiy  credible,  that  Sindia  could 
have  expeded  Ragobah  and  iiis 
fon  lO  be  given  up  in  the  manner 
he  propofcd,  and  without  hii  hold- 
ino-  out  any  conditions  adequate 
to  fuch  a  concelHon,  accompanied 
[C]  3  with 


38]        ANNUAL    REGISTER,   1782. 

with  fo  fhameful  a  breach  of  faith. 
If  tiiat  had  indeed  been  his  object, 
it  is  to  be  fuppoied  that  he  would 
have  made  the  releafe  of  the  hof- 
tages  the  price  of  R.agobah's  fur- 
render.  However  inefieftive  that 
fcheme  was  likely  to  prove,  it  would 
not,  at  any  rate,  have  been  fo  vi- 
llonary  as  the  idea,  that  mere  grati- 
tude for  an  unconditional  obliga- 
tion, fhould  produce  an  act  of  fo  ex- 
traordinary a  nature  in  return. 

However  it  was.  General  God- 
dard  found,  or  fuppofed  reafon, 
for  queftioning  Sindia's  finceri'.y 
in  every  rcipeci.  He  fulpsded 
thai  mere  delay  was  not  his  objefc 
in  holding  out  thefe  incor.clufive 
terms  of  acconmcdatlon,  as  he 
difcovered  tnat  he  wa>  at  the  time 
hrlairg  a  fecret  correfpondence 
witn  o'/.'ind  Row,  a  refractory 
and  dilatj^cted  brother  of  Futty 
Sv^'s;  and  had  not  or.'y  pro- 
miied  him  affifiance  in  the  fupport 
of  vviiatever  his  views  were  ;  but 
had  :',ctualiy  received  him  in  his 
camp.  This,  with  f^me  other 
inftances  of  duplicity,  rendered  the 
general  exceedingly  ai!.rt  in  endea- 
TOUiing  to  bring  Sindia  to  aflion  ; 
but  he  found  him  fo  watchfully 
upon  his  guard  that  furprize  was 
imprafticablc ;  and  fo  cautious, 
that  he  vvould  not  voluntarily  ha- 
zard a  battle. 

Even  this  negociation  with  Go- 
vind  Row,  (which  produced  no 
manner  of  eftefc,  and  feemed  ca- 
pable of  little)  by  no  means  af- 
fords a  fatisfaiStory  explanation, 
with  refpedt  to  vv'hat  we  have  ob- 
ferved  of  Sindia's  conduft.  Ge- 
neral Gcddard,  after  various  ma- 
noeuvres and  forced  marches  to 
bring  the  enemy  to  action,  and 
ftill  convinced  of  the  neceffity  of 


the  meafure,  in  order  to  curb  their 
rapid  incurlions  by  driving  taem  to 
a  guarded  diicance,  as  wed  as  to 
wear  away  the  memory  a-^d  effefts 
of  the  late  mifadvencure  at  Wor- 
gaum.,  at  length,  leaving  !,is  tents 
Handing,  and  all  incumbrances  be- 
hind, he  advanced  with  luch  ra- 
pidity, with  the  cavalry,  grenadiers, 
artillery,  and  other  the  raofl:  alert 
parts  of  his  army,  that  the  Maratta 
caution  could  no  longer  prevail,  and 
they  were  compelled  to  Itand  an 
engagement. 

Goddard,      having       .     -,       , 
/r  J   .u  •         ■     •     ■      April    -a, 
palTed  their  principal         ^    ^,   •> 

guards      with     gre.at  ''^ 

dexterity,  fell  in  v.ithout  hefita- 
tion  upon  their  camp.  The  ar- 
tillery did  excellent  fervice,  and 
made  great  havock  among  their 
numerous  and  crouded  cavalry ; 
at  the  fame  time  that  he  conduced 
the  different  attacks  with  fuclj 
boldnefs,  rapidity,  and  judgment, 
that  in  abcat  an  hoi:i  they  were 
thrown  into  diforder,  and  fooij 
after  obliged  to  retreat,  and,  with 
very  confiderable  lofs,  totally  to 
abandon  their  ground.  The  fu- 
periority  of  difcipline  and  a  well- 
ferved  artillery,  to  courage  and 
num.bers,  has  leldom  been  better 
exemplified. 

A  Ilrong  fenfe  of  the  late  dif- 
grace,  and  an  eager  defire  to  re- 
trieve the  honour,  and  to  eftablilh 
the  fuperiority  of  the  Britifli  armsj 
feemed  at  this  time  to  operate  very 
generally,  and  with  great  force> 
upon  the  Britifh  ohicers ;  and 
even  the  fepoys,  though  fighting 
again  ft  their  countrymen,  leemed 
fully  fcRhole  of  that  pride  of  dif- 
tindtion,  v^hich  the  French  diltin- 
guifli  by  the  term  of  I'c/^rit  de 
corjis.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Marattas- 
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Marattas  could  not  but  be  greatly         Fortune,  as   ufual,  be-  •«,         , 

difplrifed    by    this    defeat,    which  friended     boldnefs    when         '   ^ 

fo  efFedaally  tended  to  deftroy  all  rightly    direfted.      The    Marattas 

confidence     in     a     fuperiority     of  were    routed,    and    driven    out  of 

number.  their     camp,     before    they    could 

Captain    Campbell,   on   his    re-  well  recolledt  their  fituation ;    and 

turn  foon   after  from  a  difrant  fo-  their    own    cannon    turned     upon 


raging    expedition,  with   two  bat- 
talions of  iepoys,  four  field-pieces. 


t'le   fugitives,  before  they  had  an 
idea   of  their   bein?   hoftile.      No 


and   a  large  convoy  of  provifions,  rout   could  be   more  compleat,  or 

was  either  waylaid  or  overtaken  by  vidtory,   fo    far   as   it  v/ent,   more 

Slndia,  at   the  head,   it  is  faid,  of  decifive.     The  Maratta    comman- 

twenty    thoufand    men.       It    will  der,  with  a   great    numb-^r   of  his 

not   at  all  aiFecl  Campbell's  repu-  men,    were    left    dead    upon    the 

tation,   nor  leflen  our  opinion,  any  ground.      The  camp,    with   every 

more    than    the   real   gallantry   of  thing    it    contained,    were    in    the 

his    troops,    to    Tuppofe    that    they  hands  of  the  victors, 
had  a   fair  choice  of  ground  vv'eil         The  campaign  was  clofed  by  a 

fuited  to  their  condition,  and  cal-  fimilar   action   under    the    conduft 

culated     for    defence.       However  of  Major   Forbes,   who    with  two 

that   was,   he   formed  his  detach-  battalions    of     fepoys,      furprized 

ment   and   placed   his  artillery    to  and  routed   a  body  of  7000  Ma- 

fuch  advantage,   that   he  r^-pulfed  rattas.     The  approach  of  the  rainy 

Sindia  with   the  lofs  of  five  or  fix  feafon    obliged    the  holHle    armies 

hundred  of  his  men,  and  brought  to   go  into   winter  quarters.     No- 

his   convoy  oiF  unimpaired  and   in  thing    coulJ  redound    more   to  the 

triumph.     It  was  obferved  in  this  honour  of  the  commander  in  chief, 

aiflion,    that  the   fire  of  the  flank  of  the  officers  in  general,  and   of 

companies  was  peculiarly  deftruc-  the  troops,  nor  ferve  to  imprefs   a 

tive  to  the  enemy ;  s  circumJlance  ftronger   idea   of  the   decided,    fu- 

which,  in    a   great  meafurc,    mult  periority  of  the  BritlQi  arms,  than 

have  depended   upon  fome  peculi-  the     events    of   this     fiiort    cam- 

arity  of  fituation.  paign. 

Jn  the   fame  prevalent  fpirit   of        Some  brilliant  fervice  was  like- 

the  time.  Lieutenant  Wal£h  being  wife    performed    on     the    fide     of 

detached  with  a   repiment  of  ca-  Bengal.     Major    Popham    having, 

valry    and  a    battalion    of  fepoys,  in  confequence  of  the  late  treaty, 

to  furprize  a  camp  of  fix  thoufand  gone  to  the  relief  of  the  Ranna  of 

Mai-attas,  he    found  on  his  march,  Ghod,  with  a  very  difproportioncd 

that  if  he  waited  for  the  infantry  force  in  point  of  number,  not  only 

the  defign  mull   be   entirely  fruf-  drove    the    Marutas   out    of    that 

trated,  as  it  would    be  open   day  country,    but   purfuing    them   into 

before  he  could  reach  the  enemy's  their  own,  made  fuch  an  acceflioa 

camp.     Thus    circumflanccd,     he,  of  territory,    as,  if  it    could  have 

with    that    dccilive   turn  of  mind,  been     retained,    would    prove     of 


■which  is  the  true  fign  of  military 
genius,  at  once  determined  to  put 
^11  to  iflue. 


confiderablc  value. 

They,     however,    fiill    retained 
the  impregR:.ble  fortrefs  of  Gua- 

[C]  4  licr. 
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lier,  wljicii  itood  in  tlie  center  of 
the  kaiiriii's  c-cuntry,  in  iheir  own 
hands  ;  and  with  inch  a  bridle  in 
his  mouth,  could  net  fail  to  keep 
him  under  continual  apprehenlion, 
if  net  abfolute  cominand.  The 
furprize  of  this  fort,  may  be 
ranked  with  the  firil  aftions  of 
.the  fame  nam  e  whether  antient 
or  modern.  The  fortihcations  en- 
clofed  the  fummit  of  a  very  high 
hi'l,  udled  icund  by  rocks,  and 
g,,;:rdcd  on  all  fides  by  the  moil 
dieadful  precipices.  The  enclofed 
ground  was  fo  extenfive,  and  fo 
fertile,  as  to  be  fully  equal  to  the 
conftant  maintenance  of  any  gar- 
riion  which  could  be  necefi'ary  for 
its  defence.  We  cannot  avoid 
recalling  to  memory  on  this  occa- 
iion,  the  extraordinary  agility, 
.boldnefs  and  d.xteritv,  of  the 
young  mountaineers  and  rhepherd- 
foldiers,  who  were  employed  by 
Alexander  the  Great,  in  climbiiig 
up  funilar  precipices,  and  the  iur- 
prize  of  fuch  a  hiil.  Nothing  but 
the  too  confdent  fecurity,  natu- 
rally incident  to  fuch  a  fituation, 
could  expofe  it  to  danger.  In  a 
word,  the  fortr^fs  of  Gualier  had 
in  all  ages  been  deemed  impreg- 
nable. 

Some  individuals  of  a  native 
tribe  of  freebooters,  called  Me- 
wattes,  had,  from  feme  motives 
which,  do  not  appear,  difcovcred  a 
way,  by  which  they  repeatedly 
climbed  up  the  precipices,  and 
entered  tl;ie  place  with  fafcty  in 
the  night.  During  the  leifure 
from  all  military  f.rvice  induced 
by  the  rainy  leafon,  the  hope  of 
reward  prompted  thefe  men  to 
communicate  the  difccvery  to  Ma- 
jor Popiiam.  This  vigrant .  and 
diftinguilhed  officer  immediately 
employed   fome  perfons    of  judg- 


ment, on  whom  he  could  firmly 
rely,  to  attend  the  Mfwattes  by 
night,  and  ftriftly  to  examine  the 
track  by  which  they  entered  the 
place.  He  could  gath'.:r  no  more 
from  their  report,  than  that  it  was 
barely  poffible  to  fucceed.  He, 
however,  confidcred  the  reduction 
of  the  fortrefs  to  be  of  fuch  im- 
portance, that  he  boldly  deter- 
mined to  rifque  all  the  perlbnal 
confequences  of  a  failure.  The 
defign  was  conduflcd  with  fuch 
admirable  fecrccy,  and  fuch  abi- 
lity difplaycd  in  the  execution, 
that  the  fuppofed  impregnable 
fort    of    Gualier    was       ,  .1 
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taken  v/ith  the  lofs  of         ^    ^ 
a  very  few  fcpoys. 

V/e  are  now  to  direct  cur  at- 
tertion  to  the  llorm  which  was 
gathering  to  the  fouthward,  and 
which  was  not  only  deftincd  to  the 
ruin  of  the  Carnatic,  but  feemed 
doomed  to  the  extindtion  of  the 
Englifti  name  in  that  vail  penin- 
fula.  We  have  already  noticed 
the  cold  civility  of  intercourfe 
which  Hyder  Ally  Caun  main- 
tained, but  the  real  jealoufy  and 
dillike  which  he  nurtured,  with 
refpeft  to  the  government  of  Ma- 
dras. It  feemed  no  lefs  fmgular 
than  unfortunate,  that  v.hile  that 
prefidency  loudly  condemned  the 
continued  caufes  of  offence  given 
to,  and  the  repeated  wars  forced 
upon  the  Marattas  by  Bombay  and 
Calcutta,  and  moll  pathetically 
complained  of  and  pointed  out, 
the  dansercus  confequences  to  the 
company's  interefts  at  large,  and 
the  particular  ruin  to  themfelves, 
which  thoie  meafures  mull  necef- 
farily  produce,  they  were  at  the 
very  fiime  time  in  the  exercife  of 
a  conduft,  no  lefs  capable  of  pro- 
ducing jealoufy  and  miihnder- 
ltandin!r! 


Handing,  if  not  aftual  hoftility, 
with  thdr  old  ally,  and  very 
powerful  neighbour,  the  Nizam, 
Soubah  of  the  Decan ;  thus ■ in- 
creafing  the  very  evils,  r.nd  adding 
to  that  danger,  of  which  they 
complained  ib  much  in  other?, 
and  were  fo  extremely  apprehen- 
five  qf  with  refpedt  to  them- 
fclves. 

That  prefidency  had,  in  the 
firit  inftance,  fufFered  a  long  arrear 
to  rife  upon  the  very  moderate 
annual  peihcufh,  or  tribute,  in 
the  payment  of  which  the  com- 
pany was  bound  to  the  Nizam, 
for  the  five  large  and' valuable 
northern  circars  or  province- ;  a 
reglcdft  which  ieems  the  hlb  cx- 
cufable  in  fuch  cafes,  from  the 
fmall  proportion  which  that  kind 
of  chief- rent  bears,  to  the  real 
value  of  the  poficflion.  Of  thefe 
provinces,  however,  the  company 
were  yet  only  in  the  immediate 
poffeffion  of  four ;  the  Guntoor 
circar,  (which  is  the  moll  fouth- 
ern,  and  cordequently  the  neareft 
to  the  Carnatic)  being  fettled  for 
life,  as  a  jnghire,  upon  Bazalct 
Jung,  the  Nizam's  brother,  and 
forming  no  inconiiderable  part  of 
the  appanage  allotted  for  the  fup- 
port  of  that  prince's  dignity. 
Upon  his  death,  the  Guntoor 
was  immedistely  to  revert  to  the 
company;  and  during  the  inter- 
mediate time,  a  proportional  fpe- 
cified  dedu6lion  was  to  be  made, 
on  that  account,  from  the  annual 
tribute,  which  would  afterwards 
rile  to  the  amount  fettled  for  the 
whole. 

Bazalet  Jung  was  fpccially 
bound,  by  articles,  to  his  bro- 
ther, not  to  alienate  or  d  Ipofe  of 
the  jaghire,  in  any  manner,  or 
I J    any   peribn,  without    his    con- 
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fent  and  approbation  ;  ar.d  the 
company  were  equally  reftrained, 
by  the  treaties  of  1766,  and  1768, 
with  the  Nizam,  by  which  the 
provinces  were  conveyed  and  con- 
iivmed  to  them,  from  all  attempts 
by  negocianon  or  bargain,  ex- 
ceptinr.^  direfVIy  through  himfelf, 
to  obtain  poffeffion  of  the  Gun- 
toor before  the  time  allotted.  As 
a  farther  part  of  the  fervice 
which  the  company  owed  for  tiiefe 
provinces,  they  were  bound,  by 
the  treaties  v/e  have  mentioned, 
to  afTill  the  Nizam  with  their 
forces  and  to  protcifl  his  domi- 
nions, in  all  cafes  of  war  or  in- 
vafion  ;  and  were  even  conltituted 
a  check  upon  the  refradlorinefs 
xif  E"zalet  Jung  himfelf,  bein^ 
authorized  to  difpcffefs  him  of 
the  jaghire,  if  he  (hould  enter 
into  meafures  dangerous  to  his 
brother,  or  fubvcrfive  of  the  peace 
and  fecLirity  of  his  country.  By 
another  ariicl?,  Bazalet  Jung's 
entering  into  alliance  with,  or 
giving  any  alfiltsnce  tJ,  the  ene- 
mies of  the  company,  would  render 
him  liable  to  a  forfeiture  of  his 
jaghire. 

The  fituation  of  the  Guntoor 
circar  rendered  it  of  great  im- 
portance to  the  company.  It  lay 
on  the  fame  fide  of  the  Kriltra 
with  their  own  poirefTions,  and 
thofe  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot; 
being  bounded  by  the  latter  to 
the  (buthward,  as  it  was  by  that 
great  river  on  the  north.  Thus 
it  afl'orded  a  direft  intercourfe 
with  the  four  c'.her  provinces, 
which,  firetching  in  fucccirion  to 
a  great  extent  along  the  coall  to 
the  northward,  are  (>nly  feparatcd 
on  the  fcu-.h  from  the  Guntoor 
by  the  Kriiina.  But  what  ren- 
dered it  of  ftiil  greater  importance 

dun 
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than  all  other  matters  whatever, 
was  i:s  pofieffinw  the  lea-port  of 
lyioot?pilIy,     which     afForded    the 

0  'v  interccurfe  that  either  the 
I "  -»•  his  brother  could  have 

lea ;  thereby  keeping  a 

1  la-^ily    ooen   for    French 

(         ",    !r.tri:u?,    a-d     rego- 

ciaiion  in  the  Decan  ,  as  well  as 
for  the  i  troduclio  i-f  a.-ms,  am- 
mu.  'itio%  ar;il'ery,  and  ever,  troops, 
W'hen  die  occanon  ihould  require,  by 
that  nation. 

Under  tliefe  circumftances,  it 
was  natural  th::t  the  pref:dency 
of  Madras  fhould  eaineftly  wifli 
to  anticipate  the  poifeflion  of  the 
Guntoor  circar;  and  it  was  rea- 
fonable  that  they  fhould  purfue 
fuch  moderate  and  temperate  mea- 
fures,  as  feemed  likely  to  facili- 
tate that  parpofe.  Overtures 
were  accordingly  made,  fo  early 
as  the  year  1769,  and  afterwards 
more  than  once  renewed,  upon 
the  fubjeol;  undoubtedly  holding 
out  forae  terms  of  equivalent, 
exchange,  or  of  yearly  rent  for 
the  Guntoor.  But  the  advan- 
tages it  afforded  being  equally 
underftood  on  both  fides,  nothing 
conclufive  was  done ;  nor  did  the 
Nizam  feem  much  to  reliih  the 
fubjeel ;  who  perhaps  felt,  that 
the  granting  of  too  much,  was 
the  fure  means  of  producing  un- 
grateful and  difagreeable  claims 
or  applications  for  more.  How- 
ever that  was,  it  was  never  once 
thrown  cut  upon  thefe  occafions, 
nor  did  the  idea  feem  to  be  enter- 
tained, whether  in  confultation 
or  negociation,  that  any  propo- 
fitions  relative  to  a  new  fettie- 
ment  or  arrangement  of  the  Gun- 
toor, were  to  be  made  to  any 
other  perfon,  than  to  the  real  fove- 
reign,  the  Nizam. 


In  procefs  of  time,  various  jea- 
loufies  fprang  up,  and  differences 
arofe,  between  the  company  and 
Bazalet  Jang;  as  there  likewife 
did,  but  in  a  ftill  greater  degr.?e, 
between  that  prince  and  the  Ni- 
zam his  brrther.  With  r^fpedl 
to  the  cniTip;-iny,  Bazalet  was  at 
diftcrent  times  cliarged  with  be- 
ing in  a  greater  or  lefier  degree 
connected  W'*h,  and  under  the 
inf.uence  of  Fiance.  But  what 
was  particularly  complained  of, 
was  his  receiving  a  body  of  troops, 
undtr  the  command  of  a  Mr. 
Lally,  into  his  fcrvice ;  which, 
though  compcfed  of  vagrants  and 
deferters  of  all  the  European  na- 
tions, intermixed  with  the  dege- 
nerate rel.cks  of  the  antient  Por- 
tugucze,  yet  being  nominally 
French,  and  condoded  by  officers 
of  that  nation,  the  meafure  was 
of  a  nature  which  could  not  fail 
to  give  fome  alarm,  and  much 
offence  to  the  prefidency  of  Ma- 
dras. Strong  remonfrrances  were 
accordingly  made  to  Bazalet,  and 
the  juftification  or  defence  which 
he  fet  up,  not  affording  entire  fatif- 
fadlion,  hints  were  thrown  out 
that  fuch  propofals  would  be  made 
to  his  brother  for  the  Guntoor,  as 
could  not  fail  of  producing  their 
effea. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  conquefls 
made  by  Hyder  Ally  on  his  nor- 
thern frontier,  and  the  rapid  pro- 
grefs  which  he  thereby  made  in 
extending  his  dominion  towards 
Bazalet  Jung's  borders,  as  well 
in  his  patrimonial  territories  as 
his  jaghire,  filled  that  prince  with 
appreheniion  and  difmay.  While 
Hyder  v/as  at  a  diftance,  he  pre- 
tended that  he  hired  the  French 
troops  as  a  protcdion  againll  his 
defignsj   but  on   his    approach,   it 

was 
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was  evident  that  he  placed  no  re- 
liance in  the  fecurity  they  could 
afford.  It  was  faid,  and  is  by  no 
means  iuipiobable,  that  he  was 
likewife  tnoroughly  weary  of,  and 
highly  difguftid  wiih  his  new  auxi- 
liaricj.  But,  however  that  was, 
about  the  dole  of  the  year  1778,  he 
thought  it  neceffary  to  throw  him- 
fclf  into  the  arms  of  the  Englifh  for 
pror-  cuon. 

Whatever  the  operating  mo- 
tives were,  he  propofed,  nego- 
ciated,  and  concluded,  diretti'y 
from  himlelf,  and  without  the 
knowledge  or  intervention  of  the 
A     -1    ,  Nizam,    a   treaty    of 

^P  t/3'  fricndlhip,  alliance, 
and,  on  their  fide,  of  defence  and 
protection,  with  tne  prefidency  of 
Fort  St.  George.  By  this  treaty 
he  difmiiTed  the  French  troops, 
and  furrendered  the  Guntoor  into 
the  hands  of  the  company  ;  they 
being  bound  on  their  part  to  iis 
immediate  and  future  defence, 
and  to  the  payment  of  a  pre- 
fcribed  fpecihc  anni;al  revenue  cut 
of  it  for  life  to  Bnzalet  Jung,  It 
feems  alfo,  as  if  his  other  territorial 
pcfleffions  of  Adoni,  with  feme 
neighbouring  diftridls,  were  taken 
under  proced'tion. 

It  had  been  propofed  in  the 
council  at  Madras,  upon  the  firll: 
opening  of  the  bufinefs,  that, 
confonant  to  the  fubfilHng  trea- 
ties betv/een  both  parties,  an  ac- 
count of  the  tranladion  as  it  then 
ftood,  of  the  oiiers  made  by  l!a- 
zalet,  the  immediate  motives  which 
led  to  them,  and  thofe  which  Irill 
operated  on  both  fides,  fnould  in- 
ftantly  be  tranfmitted  to  the  Ni- 
zam, and  that  the  treaty  fliould 
of  ccurfe  be  condnfted  and  con- 
cluded with  him,  laying  the  pro- 
^ofais  made  by  his  brother  down 


as  the  groundwork.  This  wife  and 
temperate  advice  was,  however, 
overruled  by  the  majority. 

Such  was  this  iranfaflion,  by 
which  a  treaty,  including  new- 
arrangements  of  conneftion,  re- 
venue, and  territory,  was  con- 
cluded with  Bazalet  Jang,  him- 
felf  a  fubjecl,  uithout  the  parti- 
cipation or  confent  of  his  brother 
and  fovereign.  The  Nizam  did 
not  afterwards  by  any  means  for- 
get to  remind  the  prefidcncy,  that 
they  had  violated  the  treaty  by 
their  acquintion  of^.he  circar  ;  and 
tliat  Bazalet  v/as  releafed  from  that 
obedience,  which  they  had  expreftly 
bound  themfclves  to  inforce  vvitli 
their  arms. 

It  may  not  be  unworthy  of  no- 
tice, tiiat  the  account  of  tiie  com- 
mencement and  procffs  of  this  bu- 
finefs, which  was  tranfmitted  from 
Madras  to  the  governor  general 
and  fupreme  council,  was  fo  loofc 
and  general  in  its  terms,  that  no 
other  information  could  be  f^z.- 
thered  from  it,  th^.n  merely  t'hat 
a  treaty  for  granting  the  Gun- 
toor, upon  certain  conditions,  to 
the  company,  was  in  a  fair  train 
of  being  brought  to  a  ccr.clufion ; 
but  without  tiie  fmallell  fpecifica- 
tion  with  whom  it  was  conduded, 
or  by  whom  the  grant  was  to  be 
made.  And  it  farther  appears, 
that  the  treaty  v-'as  concluded  about 
ten  montlis  before  any  account  of 
the  tranladion  was  traniinitted  to 
Bengal. 

Jt  had  been  obferv^d,  tliat  moll 
of  the  tranliiciions  reiatw.g  to  land 
or  revenues  at  Madras,  had  of  late 
a  reference  to  tiie  interelb  of  the 
Nabob  of  Arcot.  In  tl.e  prclent 
iaiiance,  one  of  the  Hiil  ads  that 
dcfervcd  i.otice  in  the  a>..'miniit.a- 
tion  of  the  new  government,  was 

tue 
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the  farming  out  of  the  Gnntoor 
circar,  upon  a  leafe  of  ten  years, 
to  that  prince.  Nothing  can  ap- 
pear more  injudicious,  wlitther 
confidertd  with  refpett  to  the  do- 
nieflic  c3Ccnomy  of  government, 
or  to  general  p»„>licy.  The  Nabob 
was  already  the  renter  of  all  the 
company's  lands  in  the  Carnatic  ; 
and  bcfides  being  deeply  in  arrear,' 
v/as  fo  dilatory  and  uncertain  in 
all  his  payments,  that  they  fcarce- 
3y  ever  came  in  time  to  anfvvtr  the 
purpofes  to  which  they  wefe  af- 
figned ;  fo  that  many,  if  not  moll 
of  the  difficulties  and  diflrefTes 
which  that  government  had  for  ■ 
fome  time  experienced,  were 
charged  to  this  default;  and  it 
was  become  a  popular  obferva- 
tion,  that  in  proportion  as  he  ad- 
vanced in  life,  io  the  talk  of  ex- 

tradting     money    in    any    manner 

from  him  became  every  day  more 

arduous. 

The  Nizam  had  ever  beer,  jea- 
lous of  the  Nabob's  defigns   upon 

the  Decan ;  and  this  jeaiouly  was 

■undoubtedly    not    leifened    by    his 

conne61;ions.       And    he    faw     him 

now,    under   a    very  alarming  af- 

pcft  of  public  affairs,  and  the  im- 

preliions    of  feveral    laLe    t'ranfac- 

trbns   not  lefs   fo,    at  once    puQicd 

forward  into    a    fituation    fo    near 
^and   fo   critical,    that  no   modera- 
tion    could     prevent     disputes     if 

they    were   fought   for,   nor    vigi- 
lance guard  againft  danger  if  it  v,'as 

intended. 

-    pat     the    double     offence    thus 

given   to  the   Nizam,    was  by    no 

means  fc  dangerous  in  its    ccnfe- 

qucnces,    as    tiiac  \\\m    which  the 

meai'ure  of  the  farm  v/as  clogged 

with  refpecl    to    Hyder    Ally.     In 

cither    cafe,    it    uas    well    to    be 

doubted,  whether  any  advantages 


which  could  even  be  hoped  for  ts 
the    company    from    the    meafure, 
were  at  all  fufficient  to  cornpenfate 
for  the  fffedls  of  the  jealoufy  which 
it  neccffarily  created.    Nobody  was 
Ignorant  of  the  inveterate  animcf.ty 
ever  fubfifting  between  Hyder  and 
the    Nabob.       He    mull    ccnfider 
the  placing   of  his    mortal  enemy 
in  the  Guntoor,  not    only    as   in- 
tended  to   reilrain  his    defigns    on 
the   northern    border,    but    with    a 
view  to  difturbance  in  his  new  ac- 
quifitions,    and    even    the   prelude 
to   a    concerted    attack   upon  him 
in  that  unfettled  quarter.     It  mull 
indeed  be  allowed,  that  the  Nabob 
was     Utile    calculated     to    difcufs 
doubtful  claims,  or  to  conteil  dif- 
puted  boundaries  with  Hyder  Al- 
ly ;  but  he  was  confidered  as   the 
willing     and    forward    inllrument, 
if  not  the  immediate  inlligator,  of  a 
much  greater  and  more  dangerous 
power. 

Another  meafure  which  arofe 
from  this,  and  immediately  re- 
lated to  Hyder,  was  fcarcely  better 
calculated  to  promote  gotd  temper. 
Bazalet  Jung,  who  feems  to  have 
been  originally  very  apprehenfive 
of  the  confequences  of  the  meafure 
he  adopted,  foon  became  exceed- 
ingly terriHed  through  the  mena- 
ces he  received,  and  the  dangers 
which  ]>e  forefavv;  and  not  think- 
ing the  troops  within  reach  of  the 
Guntoor  at  all  equal  to  his  pro- 
teftion,  urged  the  prefidency  to 
fend  a  llrong  reinforcement  for  that 
purpofe. 

Col.  Harper  being  accordingly 
deflined  with  a  confiderable  de- 
tachmen:  to  this  fervice,  was,  it 
mull  be  fdid,  without  any  appa- 
rent neceffiiy,  and  without  leave 
being  obtained  or  applied  for,  or- 
dered to  take  his  xoute  through  a 

part 
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part  of  Hyder's  domiriions.  His 
courfe  lay  through  the  Cuddcpah 
province,  a  country  newly  con- 
quered by  Hydcr,  and  which  mull: 
jiecell'arily  be  Hill  in  an  unkttled 
ftare ;  a  circumliance  and  fitua- 
tion  of  things,  which  could  not 
fail  to  render  the  appearance  of 
foreign  troops  fufpicious,  even  be- 
tween nations  tliat  were  upon  the 
moil  amicable  terms.  Upon  Har- 
per's entering  the  Cuddepah  coun- 
try, he  immediately  gave  notice 
to  Hyder's  officers  of  his  objed 
and  delHnation;  who  were  as  rea- 
dy in  their  anfwer,  that  he  had 
no  right  to  march  without  leave 
through  their  territories ;  that  he 
Ihould  accordingly  be  oppofed, 
and  the  paflcs  barricaded  againll 
him.  He  notvvithllanding  pur- 
fued  his  courfe  for  fonie  days,  until 
arriving  at  the  narrow  pafs  of  At- 
cour,  lying  between  the  hills,  he 
found  the  trees  cut  down  acrofs 
the  way,  other  means  of  defence 
and  obiiruc'tion  adopted,  and  a 
confiderable  body  of  men  advan- 
tagcoufly  polled  to  difpute  his 
paflage.  Ke  had  no  orders  for 
dircdt  hoilility,  if  the  meafure  had 
othervvife  been  fafe  or  prudent; 
but  he  had  no  great  time  to  hefi- 
tate  upon  the  matter,  for  he  foon 
difcovered  that  meafures  were  tak- 
ing on  all  fides  for  furrounding 
and  enclofing  his  detachment.  In 
this  unexpeded  fituation,  he  found 
it  neceflary  to  give  up  the  defign 
for  the  prefent,  and  to  fall  back 
.        '      ]      to    Innaconda,     where 

&•  4  »  he  arrived,  after  fpend- 
ing  fix  days  in  Hy- 
der's country. 

It  may  now  be  neceflary  to  fee 
what  meafures  were  taken  by  the 
prcfidency,  to  reconcile  the  Nizam 
to  the   treaty  concluded  widi  Ca- 


zalet  Junj.  Early  in  the  ncgo- 
ciation,  and  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year.  Sir  Thomas  Rumbcld, 
the  prefident,  Hated  to  the  feleft 
committee  feveral  reafons,  whicJt 
fhewed  it  would  be  neceflary  to 
fend  a  refident  to  ,the  Nizam's 
court ;  among  thefe  were  the  fol- 
lowing, the  making  an  apology 
for  the  arrears  due  on  the  pelhcufli, 
with  a  promife  of  payment  as  foon 
as  it  could  conveniently  b-^  done ; 
and  the  fcttlement  of  tlie  Guntcor 
circar.  The  prefident  further 
oblerved,  thit  if  no  other  confe- 
quence  were  to  arife  from  it,  than 
the  obtaining,  from  fuch  authority 
as  could  be  depended  on,  that  in- 
telligence which  now  was  received 
only  by  chance,  and  thereby  be- 
ing at  a  certainty  with.refped  to 
the  Nizam's  views  and  intentions,  • 
and  to  any  intrigues  the  French 
were  carrying  on  with  him,  they 
were  objeds  of  fuch  importance 
as  fully  fhewed  the  propriety  of 
the  meafure.  The  propofal  hdv.g 
agreed  to,  Mr.  Hollond  was  ap- 
pointed refluent  at  the  court  of 
Hyderabad. 

In  the  letter  to  the  governor 
general  and  fupreme  council,  con- 
veying an  account  of  this  ap- 
pointment, which  was  written  in 
the  beginning  of  February,  a- 
mong  fom.e  obfervaticns  on  the 
probable  confequences  of  the  dif- 
grace  brought  upon  the  company's 
armr,  by  the  late  difailer  which 
had  befallen  the  Bombay  army, 
they  particularly  take  notice  of 
the  elTcCt  which  it  was  likely  to 
produce  on  the  condud  of  the 
Nizam,  vvhofe  avowed  attachment 
to  the  court  of  Poonah,  averfion 
to  Ragonaut  Row,  along  with  the 
llrong  remonllrances  which  he  had 
prefented  agaiiiil  the  meafures  pur- 
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fued  in  his  favour,  as  they  left 
no  room  to  doubt  of"  his  dilpoli- 
tion  in  that  refpcu'^,  afforded  too 
much  reafon  for  being  appiehen- 
five  that  he  would  now  take  a  part 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  company. 
They  fartlicr  ftaie,  that  as  their 
northern  circars  are  entirely  open 
to  invafion  from  the  Nizam's  do- 
minions, and  his  friendihip  ex- 
tremely doubtful,  it  was  highly 
expedient,  that  they  fhould  have 
the  bcft  intelligence  of  his  defigns, 
and  the  eariiell  notice  of  any 
movements  he  might  make  indi- 
cating danger  to  thofe  provinces. 
That  for  that  purpofe,  and  the 
fettlement  of  evtry  thing  relative 
to  the  Guntoor  province,  and  the 
difmiffion  of  the  French  troops, 
they  had  appointed  Mr.  Hollcnd 
their  refid'ent  at  Hyderabad  ;  with 
inftruclions  to  correfpond  with  the 
fupreme  council,  and  to  commu- 
nicate to  them  all  intelligence 
from  tljat  quarter. 

Hollond's  inllrufliions  went  to 
feve.'-al  matters  which  were  not  in- 
cluded in  this  letter,  nor  held  out 
in  the  firfl:  propofals  to  the  coun- 
cil. The  treaty  with  Bazalet  Jung 
was  now  nearly  concluded ;  and 
the  ground  which  he  was  to  take 
on  that  tender  fubjc*^  was  much 
laboured.  He  was  to  declare  the 
determination  of  the  prefidency  to 
adhere  iavioiably  to  the  treaty  of 
1766,  and  to  cuhivate  the  friend- 
fliip  thereby  eflablifhed.  He  was 
to  endeavour  to  fncw,  that  the 
mcafures  now  in  aft  with  refpecl 
to  the  Guntoor,  though  appa- 
rently afFcfting  the  terms  of  that 
treaty,  were  in  reality  no  infringe- 
ment of  it ;  that  they  had  hitherto 
made  all  their  applications  to  the 
Nizam,  as  conhdering  him  re- 
fponiible  for   tae   conduft    of  his 


brother;  he  was  to  expatiate 
largely  on  the  danger  to  be.  ap- 
prenended  from  tiie  French  troops, 
in  Bazalet's  fervice,  and  to  /late 
that  circum Ranee  as  the  caufe  of 
their  opening  a  negociacion  di- 
rectly with  him ;  and  he  was  to 
hint,  that  they  c  nfidered  that 
meafure  as  an  infringement  of  the 
treaty,  and  that  it  was  on  that  ac- 
count they  had  retained  the  Ni- 
zam's peihculh,  or  tribute;  but 
this  latter  part  of  the  bufinefs  he 
was  to  manage  cautioufly,  and  to 
give  fuch  explanation?,  as  fhould 
prevent  the  Nizam  from  enter- 
taining any  doubts  relative  to  the 
future  regular  payment  of  the 
pefhcufh. 

Mr.  Hollcnd  was  received  with 
great  honour  by  the  Nizam,  v/ho 
affured  him  of  his  determination 
to  live  upon  terms  of  the  moft 
perfeft  friendfhip  with  the  com- 
pany, and  to  adhere  inviolably  to 
the  treaties  between  them ;  that 
he  had  ever  religicufly  obferved 
that  condud,  had  rehfted  all  the 
folicitations  made  to  induce  him 
to  fupport  the  French  interelt,  had 
caufed  his  brother  to  difmifs  Lally 
and  his  troops,  and  had  taken 
them  into  his  own  fervice,  merely 
to  prevent  their  going  either  into 
that  of  KyJer  or  of  the  Marattas. 
He  confirmed  and  repeated  thefe 
difpofitiors  in  a  letter  written  di- 
reftly  to  the  prefidency  ;  exprefiing 
at  the  fame  tim.e  his  fatlsfaftion 
at  Hollond's  appointment  to  his 
court. 

The  grand  affair  of  the  Gun- 
toor was  yet  held  back.  But 
when  at  a  fubfequent  audience  it 
was  opened  by  Hollond,  who  like- 
wife  informed  the  Nizam,  that  the 
prefidency  had  ordered  a  body  of 
troops  to  the  Guntoor,  for  the 
protec- 
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proteftion    of   Bazalet    Jung    and 
that  country  againll  the  defigns  of 
Hyder  Ally,  and   urging    him    to 
join  his  own  forces  with  theirs  for 
the  accomplifhment   of  that   pur- 
pofe,  his  countenance  was  at  once 
exceedingly  changed,  being  equal- 
ly expreffive  of  aflonifhmcnt,  and 
of  the    greatell:   diftrefs    of  mind. 
After  fome  time,  being  preiTtd  for 
an  anfwer,   the   Nizam    faid,  that 
the  aifair  was  of  a  nature   which 
might   be  attended  with  very   fe- 
rious  confequences,  and  which  re- 
quired  the  moll  mature    delibera- 
tion.    He,  however,  llated  feveral 
caufes    which   prevented    his   fup- 
plying  either  troops  or  provifions. 
in  another  conference   that  prince 
obferved,  that  it  was  very    extra- 
ordinary, when  the  company  fent 
a  perfon  to  Itrengthen  the  friend- 
fhip  fubfilling  between  them,  they 
Ihould  in  the   fame  initant  engage 
in   mcafures   which   were    fo  little 
likely     to    produce    that   cffett.— 
That  he  had  read  over  the  treaty 
of  176S,    and   that   entering   into 
engagements  with  his  brother  was 
a  direft  violation  of  it. — That  the 
preiidency  had  no  right  to  inter- 
fere  in   his    family  concerns,   and 
that  he  ought  to  have  been  con- 
fulted.     Upon   Mr.   Hollond's  en- 
deavouring to  excufe  the  meafure, 
from    the    urgency    of   the    cafe, 
which  did  not  admit  of  time  for  a 
communication    with    the    Nizam, 
as  Hyder  Ally  intended  an  imme- 
diate   attack    upon    his    brother's 
country ;    that   prince   totally    de- 
nied that  Hyder  had  any  fuch  in- 
tention ;  and    conllantly    reverting 
to    the  treaty,  faid,    that   nothing 
could   be  urged  in   vindication  of 
the  llcps  which  had  been    taken; 
and   that  if  the   treaty  was   to   be 
tbfcrved,  or   confidered    as  at  all 


binding,  the  troops  fnould  be  flop- 
ped from  marching  into  the  Gun- 
toor;  but  if  the  treaty  was  not  to 
be  regarded,  he  fhould  himfelf 
oppofe  them.  He  informed  Hol- 
lond  at  the  fame  time,  that  Hyder 
intended  fpeedily  to  fall  on  the 
Carnatic,  in  his  former  manner  of 
overrunning  the  country,  plunder- 
ing and  burning  every  thing  be- 
fore him,  and  cautioully  avoiding 
pitched  battles. 

From  this  time  the  Nizam  ap- 
peared to  be  much  dilfatisfied  with 
refped  to  the  condudt  and  views  of 
the  company,  and  particularly  and 
greatly  offended  with  the  prefiden- 
cy  of  Madras.  But  another  matter 
was  ;foon  to  come  forward,  of  a 
nature  fo  much  more  vexatious 
and  provoking,  that  the  former 
could  feem  in  comparifon  only 
trivial. 

For  the  better  comprehenfion  of 
this  buiinefs  it  will  be  neceffary 
to  take  notice,  that  at  the  tim« 
the  poor  prince,  Sha  Allum,  the 
reprefentative  of  the  Mogul  fa- 
mily, and  generally  called  the 
King,  had  put  himfelf  into  the 
hands  of  the  company,  hoping  to 
derive  fome  fignal  bcnelit  from 
making  them  grants  of  countries 
into  which  he  would  not  be  per- 
mitted to  enter,  and  of  revenues 
which  he  could  not  touch,  he 
palled  a  phirmaund  or  grant,  by 
which  he  alligncd  to  them,  in  the 
year  1765,  thofe  five  northern 
circars,  whieh  were  'then  in  the 
polfciTion  of  the  Nizam,  and  which 
the  prefidency  of  Madras  after- 
wards obtained  from  him  by  treaty. 
l"hc  value  of  fuch  a  grant  as  that 
of  Sha  Allum 's,  it  is  cafily  feen, 
muft  depend  entirely  upon  the 
ability  of  the  party  to  enforce  it: 
and,  even  in  that  cafe,  is  worth  no 
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more  than  (what  is  never  wanted) 
a  pretence  for  war  andconquell. 

Upon  receiving  the  Nizam's 
letter  at  Madras,  with  one  from 
Mr.  Holiond,  containing  an  ac- 
count of  the  very  favourable  and 
flattering  reception  which  he  met 
with,  the  preiident  obferved  to  the 
committee:,  that  he  had  always 
confid^red  the  pefhcuih  as  dif- 
graceful  to  the  company,  and  as 
an  acknowledgment  which  the  Ni- 
^am  had  no  right  to  demand. 
That  the  giving  up  of  the  Gun- 
toor  to  his  brother  for  life,  was  a 
/utficient  condefcenfion  from  the 
company.  That  the  grant  from 
the  Mogul,  was  free  and  uncon- 
ditional for  the  five  circars  ;  and 
the  receiving  tnem  aftf.rvvards  from 
the  Nizim,  on  paying  him  an  an- 
nual tribute,  was  a  facrifice  of  the 
company's  rights.  He  obferved, 
that  the  time  fcemcd  favourable 
-for  throvving  off  fo  heavy  a  bur- 
then;  that  the  immenfe  exper.ces 
which  the  company  were  put  to^ 
both  to  the  northward  and  in  the 
Carnatic,  rendered  it  neceffr.ry 
that  they  fliould  endeavour  to  re- 
lieve them  as  much  as  pofiible. — 
He  was  peifuadcd  that  the  I\'i2am 
was  not  fufiiciently  powerful  to  en- 
force the  demand.  At  all  events, 
they  might  with  fafety  make  the 
attempt,  and  try  to  obtain  a  re- 
mifiion  of  fo  unneccfTary,  and  fo 
improper  a  tribute,  to  which  the 
Nizam  had  no  legal  title,  and 
which  could  only  have  been  ori- 
ginally agreed  to,  through  the 
vvant  of  paying  a  proper  attention 
to  the  Mogul's  phirmp,und;  but 
if,  in  the  progrefs  of  the  buiinefs, 
the  attempt  Ihould  appear  impo- 
litic, or  attended  with  too  much 
difficulty,  the  matter  might  then 
be    dropped,  and  the  p.-.:yraeiit   of 


the  tribute  made  good.  He  ac- 
cordingly propofed  that  a  letter 
fhould  be  written  to  Mr.  Holiond, 
particularly  inilrufting  him  to  ufe 
his  utraoft  endeavours  for  the  at- 
tainment of  {o  defirable  an  objefit. 
He  acknowledged,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  the  fubjecfl  was  very 
delicate,  and  Ihould  not  be  abruptly 
gone  into;  and  that  the  opening 
of  it  to  the  Nizam,  would  require 
much  management  and  addrefs  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Holiond,  \yho  muil, 
by  turns,  footh,  and  work  on-  his 
apprehcnfions,  as  the  occafion  might 
require. 

The  prefident's  arguments  feem- 
ed  to  be  conclufive  ^ith  the  com- 
mittee, and  his  propofal  met  with 
their  full  approbation.  Holiond 
was  inilrufted,  not  to  mention  any 
compromife,  nor  to  ftipulate  for 
the  payment  of  any  part  of  the 
peflicuili,  until  every  endeavour  to 
induce  the  Nizam  to  relinquiili 
.the  whole  had  failed  of  effeft ; 
and  he  was  likewife  (rem  his  own 
cbfervation  to  learn  whether  there 
were  any  points  in  v,'hi,ch  he  v/ifhed 
that  the  company  fhould  accede  to, 
as  a  return  for  his  giving  up  his 
claim  to  the  peiliculh.  In  the 
clofe,  however  of  ilie  letter,  they 
cbferve  to  Holiond,  that  although 
their  wi  flies  extended  to  an  entire 
remifTion  of  the  pefiiculh,  and 
which  was  accordingly  to  be'  the 
bafis  of  ris  firft  propcfal,  and  to 
be  fupported  by  his  befl  endea- 
vours, yet  they  confclfed,  that 
without  fomething  of  importance 
td  tempt  him,  they  could  hardly 
expedt  that  he  would  at  once  be 
brought  to  lb  great  a  conceflion ; 
but  they  hoped,  that  making  the 
demand  at  that  .t;me  in  its  full 
extent,  they  fhould  the,. more  eafily 
obtain  a  conuderablc  abatement  in 
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the  amount  of  the  Pefhcufh.  If, 
therefore,  all  his  endeavours  for  an 
entire  remiffion  of  the  tribute  fhould 
fail,  he  was  then  to  try  to  bring  the 
Nizam  to  an  abatement,  from  five 
lacks,  which  was  the  prefent  ftand- 
ard,  to  two  lacks  of  rupees  a  year; 
being  the  rate  at  which  the  com- 
pany he'.d  the  Circars  by  treaty,  for 
the  firll;  fix  years. 

This  une.xpefted  demand  on  the 
Nizam  was  made  in  the  latter  end 
of  June;  and  coming  in  the  place 
of  payment  of  the  arrear,  or  apo- 
logy for  the  delay,  and  while  tlie 
freih  fore  of  the  Guntoor  was  green 
and  rankling  in  his  mind,  could  not 
fail  greatly  to  aiieft  and  alarm  him. 
He  was  accordingly  exceedingly 
agitated — laid,  that  he  now  found 
the  prefidency  were  determined  to 
break  the  treaty,  and  there  was  no 
further  occafion  for  Mr.  HoUond's 
Haying  there;  that  if  they  were 
bent  on  war,  he  was  likewife  ready ; 
and  that  if  they  faw  any  advantage 
in  breaking  with  him,  he  Ihould  be 
very  well  pleafed,  as  he  was  con- 
vinced, in  cafe  of  a  rupture,  the  ad- 
vantages ot  the  contelt  would  be  on 
his  fide. — He  ftated,  that  the  fur- 
render  of  the  Circars  to  the  com- 
pany, had  proceeded  from  the  fraud 
and  ignorance  of  his  managers ; 
and  that  he  had  fubmitted  to  that 
heavy  lofs  from  a  fenfe  of  his  en- 
gagements, and  confidering  himfelf 
bound  by  the  treaties,  had  ilill  ad- 
hered to  them.  He  .-oncluded,  by 
threatening  immediately  to  join  Hy- 
der  Ally,  and  defired  thac  his  de- 
claration might  be  immediately 
communicated  to  the  prefidency, 
and  a  fpeedy  anfwer  returned;  for 
if  there  was  any  delay,  his  troops 
might  poflibly  advance  upon  Col. 
Harper,  on  his  way  to  the  Gun- 
toor. 

Vol.  XXV. 


In  the  anfwer  returned  to  Hol- 
lond  upon  this  fubjedl,  the  commit- 
tee obferved,  that,  although  the 
Nizam's  refentment  was  raifed, 
they  ftill  flattered  themfelves  with 
greater  fucccfs  than  they  could  have 
procured  by  a  difterent  line  of  con- 
duft  : — He  was  inftrufted  to  repre- 
fent  to  him  that  no  threat  jvas  meant* 
but  that  it  was  intended  the  remif- 
fion  fhould  proceed  from  his  favour 
and  generofity  —  that  the  claim, 
however,  was  built  on  fuch  a  foun- 
dation of  equity,  that  it  could  not 
be  relinquifhed,  and  hoped  he  would 
be  convinced  -of  it.  Hollond  was 
farther  infiruftcd,  that  as  a  remif- 
fion  of  the  whole  could  not  be 
hoped  for,  he  fhould  aim  at  the  pro- 
pofed  abatement;  and  he  was  alfo 
to  throw  out,  that  though  they 
Ihould  pay  wha.t  was  owing  to  the 
Nizam,  when  circumftances  permit- 
ted, they  fhould  be  fully  prepared 
to  revenge  the  leafl  infult  that  was 
offered  to  them. 

It  fhould  fcarcely  be  overlooked, 
that  in  this  feafon  of  extraordinary 
tranfa£lion  and  unlooked-for  de- 
mand, amidll  fo  many  other  fub- 
jecls  of  irritation,  the  dilmiflion 
of  the  forces  under  Lally,  and  the 
fending  them  to  the  fea  coaib,  in 
order  that  the  European  part  fhould 
be  Ihipped  off  for  their  own  quarter 
of  the  world,  and  the  native  dif- 
perfed,  was  among  the  points 
warmly  infilled  upon  with  the 
Nizam. 

That     prince     at         .  ^ 

length  concluded  a  ^"S-  SUt- 
conference  with  Mr.  Hollond  by 
informing  him,  that  the  coiiimence- 
ment  of  hoflilities  mult  he  the  ne- 
ccfTary  confequence  of  withholding 
the  pefhcufh;  and  that  he  might 
have  his  audience  of  leave  in  two 
days;  which   was  fuccecded  by  a. 

ID]  formal 
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forma!  notice  to  Ilollorid  to  prepare 
for  his  departure.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  NiTiam  talked  publicly  of 
taking  the  field  as  Toon  as  the  rainy 
feafon  was  ovep. 

It  was  no  fmall  degree  of  good 
fortune,  that  the  governor  general 
and  fupreme  council  totally  difap- 
proved,  of  and  condemned,  thoie  of- 
fenfive  meafures  witii  refpedl;  to  the 
Nizam,  which  were  purfued  on  the 
fide  of  Madras.  For  it  is  probably 
to  their  interference  on  this  occa- 
fion,  that  we  are  principally,  if  not 
entirely,  to  attribute  the  fubfequent 
inadlivity  of  this  prince,  in  the  fup- 
port  of  that  grand  league  of  con- 
federacy againll  the  Englifli,  of 
which  he  boalled  himfelf  to  be  the 
founder. 

It  was,  however,  late,  before  they 
received  an  account  of  thefe  tranf- 
adlions,  and  confequently  more  fo 
before  their  interference  could  take 
effedl.  Advices  being  at  length 
received  from  Mr.  HoUond  at  Cal- 
cutta, it  was  immediately  and  una- 
nimoully  determined  in  the  fupreme 
council,  that  they  fnould  take  an 
adlive  part  in  tlie  bufinefs,  in  order 
to  prevent  or  remedy  thofe  mifchiefs 
and  dangers  which  were  likely  to 
proceed,  from  tue  unjullifiable  mea- 
■j^  n        fures  purfued  with  the 

ov.  1  ..  jvjijram.  They  accord- 
ingly difpatched  a  letter  to  that 
prince,  calculated  to  quiet  or  remove 
his  apprehenfions,  but,  at  the  fame 
time,  impuiing  as  little  blame  as 
poff.ble  to  the  prefidency  of  Fort 
St.  George,  in  order  to  avoid  lelTen- 
ing  or  difgracing  that  government 
in  his  eyes.  In  this  they  ftated,  that 
the  government  of  Madras  could 
not  have  had  an  idea  of  the  offen- 
live  intentions  which  his  highnefs 
imputed  to  them ;  for  if  they  had, 
they  muft  have  imparted  it  to  the 


government  of  Bengal,  as  fuch  A 
defign  could  not  be  carried  into 
execution,  nor  could  the  company's 
name  be  ever  pledged,  without  the 
fanction  of  the  fupreme  council. 
They  likewife  acquainted  him,  that 
they  had  dircdfted  Mr.  Hollond  ta 
fufpend  his  negociation,  until  he 
lliould  have  received  further  in- 
llrudions  from  his  immediate  con- 
llituents,  to  whom  they  had  them- 
felvej  written  on  the  fubject.  They 
enclofed  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  the 
Nizam  in  that  which  they  direded 
to  Madras ;  and  without  any  fevere 
cenfure  or  heavy  condemnation  of 
what  had  been  done,  only  enjoined 
a  llrift  compliance  with  the  in- 
junflions  now  laid  dov^n  for  reftor- 
ing  amity. 

The  Nizam  exprefled  great  fa- 
tisfadion,  to  Mr.  Hollond,  on  read- 
ing his  letter,  wliich  he  only  re- 
ceived a  few  days  before  Chrillmas; 
and  after  dwelling  on  the  reputa- 
tion winch  the  Englifn  had  obtained 
through  former  good  faith,  aficed 
how  the  late  conduft  of  his  em- 
ployers could  be  reconciled  with 
that  charader  ?  After  charging 
them  with  a  violation  of  treaty, 
particularly  in  feizlng  his  brother's 
Circar,  he  declared  that  he  was  on 
the  eve  of  revenging  thefe  infults 
when  the  letter  arrived  ;  but  that  he 
would  now  put  a  flop  to  his  mea- 
fures.  Ke  then  added,  "  If  what 
"  you  write  is  from  your  heart, 
*'  and  the  government  of  Madras 
"  will  adhere  llridly  to  treaty, 
"  and  will  relinquifli  the  poiTefllon 
"  of  the  Circar,  it  is  well ;  if  not^ 
"  I  have  nothing  of  greater  confe- 
"  quence  than  defending  my  coun- 
"  try.  It  is  from  this  new  line  of 
"  condud  of  the  Englifh  company, 
*•  that  the  foundations  of  enmity 
**  have  been  laid  iu  the  whole  coun- 

"  try 
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♦■*  try  of  Tndoftan."  He  concluded 
by  defining  that  their  friendlhip 
might  continue  rteady. 

This  interference  of  the  fupreme 
council  was  exceedingly  ill  taken  at 
Madras.  They  teitified  the  great- 
eft  furprize,  that  their  endeavours 
to  get  rid  of  a  heavy  and  difgrace- 
ful  burthen,  fhould  be  reprefented 
as  a  violation  of  faith  ;  they  charg- 
ed themfelves  only  with  erring  on 
the  fide  of  forbearance  in  their  con- 
duel  with  the  Nizam,  and  attri- 
buted his  violent  behaviour  to  that 
fort  of  paffionate  folly,  which  fome- 
times  arifes  from  a  fenfe  of  inability 
and  weaknefs;  but  if  he  really  en- 
tertained ideas  or  dcfigns  inimical 
tathe  company,  they  arofe  entirely 
from  the  JVIaratta  war,  and  not 
from  any  tranfadions  that  pafl'ed 
between  him  and  their  prefidency ; 
and  they  juftified  their  flopping  of 
the  pefl-iculTi,  by  recrimi;,ating  with 
great  warmth  upon  Bengal,  for  the 
example  which  they  had  fet,  in 
ftripping  the  Shah  Allum  of  his 
tribute.  Eat  they  went  ftill  farther, 
and  ftifily  difputed  the  point  of  ju- 
rifdiftion  with  the  fupreme  council; 
totally  denying  t'/'ir  right  of  inter- 
ference, and  putting  fjch  a  con- 
llruftion  upon  a  claufe  of  the  acl  of 
parliament  from  which  they  de- 
rived their  authority,  as  tended  to 
(hesv,  that  their  reftraining  powers 
did  not  at  all  extei.d  to  the  prefent 
inftance — The  prefidency,  at  the 
fame  time,  recalled  and  fufpended 
Mr.  Hollond;  for  whofe  difgrace 
no  other  caufe  appears,  than  his 
communicating  to  the  fupreme  coun- 
cil the  tranfaclions  with  the  Nizam; 
which,  by  his  original  inftruftions, 
h  appears  to  have  been  his  duty  to 
do.  He  was,  however,  continued 
by  the  fupreme  council  :;t  the  court 
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of  Hyderabad,  and  appointed  their 
refident  to  the  Nizam. 

This  difpute,  between  the  fu- 
preme council  and  the  prefidency 
of  Madras,  run  deep  into  the  fol- 
lowing year;  and  was  at  length  only 
ended,  and  fatisfadtion  obtained  for 
the  Nizam,  (in  the  midft  of  the 
confufion  occafioned  by  Hyder  Al- 
ly's invauon  of  the  Carnatic)  by 
the  former  proceeding  to  the  laft 
extremity  of  fufpending  Mr.  White- 
hill,  who  fucceeded  Sir  Thomas 
Rumbold  as  prefidcnt  of  that  coun- 
cil. 

We  have  feen  Col.  Harper's  iii- 
effedlual  attempt  to  pafs  through 
Hyder  Ally's  ncvvly-acquired  terri- 
tories in  his  way  to  the  Guntoor  Cir- 
car,  which  equally  extended  to  the 
relief  or  proteclion  of  Bazalet  Jung 
in  his  capital  of  Adoni ;  and  of  Har- 
per's confequent  return  to  Innaconda. 
The  failure  of  this  expedition,  which 
arofe  entirely  from  an  ill-judged 
and  uprofitable  attempt,  not  at  all 
connefted  v.-ith  it,  totally  difcon- 
certed  the  views  of  the  prefidency 
with  refpeft  to  that  prince.  Harper 
was  then  not  only  detained  for  frelh 
orders,  but  when  they  arrived,  he 
had  neither  money  nor  provifions  to 
enable  him  to  purfue  his  march  by 
that  way,  which  ftiould  have  been 
originally  adopted,  and  which  then 
would  have  produced  the  intended 
efFeft.  The  prefidency  fretted  at 
a  delay,  which  fo  materially  inter- 
fered with  their  defign^,  and  which, 
though  it  proceeded  from,  they 
were  by  no  means  willing  to  attri- 
bute to  themfelves,  charged  Harper 
with  dilatorincfs,  and  gave  the  com- 
mand of  the  detachment  to  Ccl. 
Balllie. 

In  the  meantime,  B.izalet  Jung, 
prefTed  on  both  lides  bv  his  brother 
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and  Hyder  Ally,  to  renounce  the 
engagements  into  which  he  had  en- 
tered with  the  Englilh,  and  parti- 
cularly terrified  by  the  threats  of 
the  latter,  was  inceflant  in  his  ap- 
plications at  Madras,  for  that  im- 
mediate fuccour  and  protection, 
without  which  he  could  no  longer 
maintain  them.  Hyder  no  longer 
held  any  referve  with  refpedl  to  his 
enmity  to  the  EngHlli,  or,  per- 
haps more  properly,  to  the  govern- 
ment of  Madras.  In  his  letters  to 
Bazalet  Jung,  he  affected  to  hold 
their  councils  in  the  utmoft  con- 
tempt, at  the  fame  time  that  he  re- 
prefented  their  views  and  defigns, 
as  the  mofi:  atrocious  and  danger- 
ous that  could  poflibly  be  imagined. 
He  faid,  that  he  knew  them  well; 
and  while  he  reprefented  them  as 
the  common  enemy  of  the  country, 
if  not  of  mankind,  he  endeavoured 
to  fhew  from  his  own  experience 
and'fuccefs  in  the  lafl  war,  that  they 
were  not  near  fo  formidable,  even 
in  arms,  as  was  vainly  imagined  by 
thofe  who  had  not  courage  to  try 
their  force.  He  concluded,  with 
what  was  equivalent  to  a  threat, 
that  he  could  not  admit  of  his  put- 
ting the  Circar  into  the  hands  of 
his  old  and  bitter  enemy. 

The  Nizam  afked  him  if  he  did 
not  know  the  difpofition  of  the  Eu- 
ropeans ?  and  that  nothing,  which 
they,  by  any  means,  once  got  pof- 
feffion  of,  could  ever  be  got  out  of 
>  their  hands  ?  He  quoted  the  in- 
ftance  of  their  treatment  of  Sujah 
Dowla  and  his  fon,  to  fhew  the 
danger  and   ruin  which    even    at- 


tended their  friendfliip;  and  con- 
cluded with  menaces,  that  if  he 
perfifted  in  his  connection  with 
them,  his  troops  fhoiild  join  Hyder 
Ally's,  in  totally  difpoflelling  him 
of  all  his  territories ;  and  that  he 
would  then  grant  the  Guntoor  Cir- 
car to  Hyder. 

But  letters  and  menaces  not  pro- 
ducing the  expedtcd  effedt,  Hyder's 
troops,  taking  advantage  of  the  de- 
lays, which  Harper  and  his  fuccef- 
for's  detachment  met  with,  fuddenly 
entered  Bazalet  Jung's  territories, 
and  feizing  all  the  open  country, 
confined  that  terrified  prince  within 
the  walls  of  Adoni,  his  capital.  In 
this  ftate,  he  reprefented  at  Madras 
the  impofiibility  now  of  fulfilling  his 
engagements,  accompanied  with  a 
requeft,  that  they  would  withdraw 
their  troops  and  civil  officers  from 
the  Guntoor  Circar,  as  their  conti- 
nuance there  would  prove  his  ine- 
vitable ruin. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  public  af- 
fairs at  the  clofe  of  the  year  1779, 
and  the  beginning  of  the  following 
year.  And  fuch  were  the  meafures 
purfued  on  both  fides  of  India,  whe- 
ther for  the  maintenance  of  the 
public  tranquillity,  or  for  giving  oc- 
cafion  to  that  dangerous  confe- 
deracy of  the  native  powers,  calcu- 
lated for  the  annihilation  of  the 
EngliiTi  power  and  interefts  in  that 
part  of  the  world.  The  prefidency 
of  Madras,  the  fupreme  council, 
and  the  government  of  Bombay, 
have  all  accufed  each  other,  of  hav- 
ing given  rife  to  the  fatal  events 
that  enfued. 


CHAP. 
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III. 


State  of  affairs  on  the  coaji  of  Coromandel.  Mahie  taken.  Nabob  of  Atcot. 
Strong  indications  of  Hydcr  Ally^ s  indifpoftion  to  the  government  of  Madras t 
and  of  his  defigns  upon  the  Carnatic.  NegleSl  of  preparation,  Difftntions 
in  council.  Hyder  invades  the  Carnatic  •ixith  a  great  army.  Country 
ra<vagedi  Conje'veram  burnt.  Arcot  hefieged.  Gen.  Sir  Hedor  Monro 
marches  '^vith  the  arm f  from  the  Mount,  in  order  to  form  ajuniiion  nvith 
Col.  Baillie,  and  to  relie^ue  Arcot.  Hyder  raifes  the  fege,  and  places 
his  army  in  a  pofition  to  prcuint  the  jundion.  Baillie  defeats  Meet 
and  Tippoo  Saib,  but  Hyder'' s  n.vhole  army  being  in  his  ivay,  is  unable 
to  proceed  on  his  ?narch.  Col.  Fletcher  fent  lAiith  a  chofen  detachment 
to  reinforce  Baillie.  Defperate  aSion  hetnueen  Hyder* s  army  and  the 
7inited  detachment.  Singular  galla}itry  difplayed  by  that  fmall  body  of 
men.  Accidental  bloiving  up  of  their  pon<jder,  changes  the  fortune  of 
the  day,  and  occafmis  the  lofs  of  the  n-vhole  corps.  Great  f  aught fr ;  Col. 
Fletcher  killed,  and  Baillie,  ivith  a  fnall  number  of  Europeans,  taken  pri' 
foners.  Gen.  Sir  H.  Motiro  retreats  to  Chingteput,  and  from  thence  to 
Madras.  Deplorable  fate  of  the  country,  and  of  the  company's  affairs. 
Guntoor  Circar  rejiored  to  Bazalet  fting ;  and  a  conciliatory  letter  fent  to 
the  Nizam.  Hyder  rene-ivs  the  fege  of  Arcot.  Takes  the  city,  and  after^ 
ivards  the  fort  or  citadel.  Vigorous  meafures  taken  by  the  Supreme  Councilt 
for  the  relief  of  the  Carnatic.  Sir  Eyre  Coote  arri'ves  at  Madras,  nvith  a 
large  fan  of  money,  and  a  reinforcement  of  Europea.ns,  from  Bengal:  takes 
the  command  of  the  army.  Mr.  Ji'hitehill  fufpende^  from  his  ojfce  of 
prefdent  and  governor. 


IT  was  not  a  liftle  fingular  as  well 
as  unfortunate,  that  while  mea- 
fures of  irritation  tending  itrongly 
to  hoflility  with  the  neighbouring 
powers,  were  purfued  by  the  go- 
vernment of  IVIadras,  no  fuitable 
military  preparations  were  made, 
nor  means  provided,  whether  for 
diverting  the  confequences  which 
might  be  apprehended  from  thofc 
meafures,  or  for  fupporting  the 
defigns  which  fome  of  them  appa- 
rently indicated.  Hyder  Ally's 
indifpofition  towards  that  govern- 
ment, as  well  as  his  intimate  con- 
rcftions  with  the  French,  were 
publicly  known.  He  afFefted  to 
make  a  diftindlion  between  that 
prefidency  and  the  company  at 
large;    for    whom,    and    for  the 


Englifh  in  general,  he  occafionally 
profefTcd  good  willies  and  regard ; 
but  took  no  pains  to  difguife  his 
jealoufy  of  the  former. 

Befides  the  failure  on  the  fide  of 
Madras,  in  not  ailing  up  to  the 
conditions  of  the  treaty  of  1769, 
at  the  time  that  Hyder  was  dif- 
trcfl'ed  and  overborne  by  the  Ma- 
rattas,  various  other  matters  which 
afforded  ground  for  complaint  and 
difgull  had  fince  occurred.  It  is 
probable,  that  he  was  of  late  in- 
dullrious  in  feeking  or  watching 
for  occafions  of  this  nature ;  but 
it  fliould  Ijkcwife  feem,  t'.iat  he 
was  not  without  fome  well-founded 
caufes  of  complaint.  A  gentle- 
man of  confiderable  rank  and  com- 
mand in   the   company's    military 
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fe  r  vice  was  fo  fcniVole  of  it,  that  he  fully  receive  it:  that  he  had  ro- 

did  not  fcruple  in  a  letter   to  the  thing  to   do    with  their  particular 

prefidency,    indireflly    to   arraign  quarrels;  that   he  Ihould    confider 

their  conduft,    by   complaining  of  the  intended  attempt  on  Mahie  as 

the  many  things   which  had  been  a  direft  attack  upon  himfelf,  and 


done  to  irritate  Hyder's  govern- 
ment, without  their  providing  in  any 
manner  againll  the  inevitable  con- 
iequences. 

It  was  even  the  general  opinion, 
both  with  natives  and  foreigners, 
that  nothing  lefs  than  Hyder's 
being  fo  deeply  engaged  as  he  was 
in  the  iVlaratta  war,  could  have 
prevented  his  marching  to  the  af- 
fitlance  of  the  French,  when  Pon- 
dicherry  was  reduced  in  1 778. 
His  behaviour  with  refpeft  to  the 
expedition  againit  the  French  fort 
and  fettlem.ent  of  Mahie,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  following  year, 
not  only  aftbrded  a  demonlbation 
of  his  attachment  to  that  nation, 
and  indifpofition  to  the  government 
of  Madras,  but  might  have  been 
ccnfidered  as  an  index  to  his  future 
condudt. 

Mahie  was  fituated  in  the  ter- 
ritories of  one  of  the  fmall  princes 
on  the  Malabar  coaft,  who,  v/nh. 
his  neighbours,  being  overruled  by 
the  fortune  of  Hyder  Ally,  had 
been  forced  to  fubmit  to  a  de- 
pendance  on  him.  Hyder  made 
this  circumllance  a  pretext,  for 
affedling  to  confider  Mahie  as 
a  part  of  his  dominion ;  and  in  a 
high  and  authoritative  tone,  re- 
monftratcd  againft  the  expedition. 
He  declared,  that  many  Eu- 
ropeans, French,  Engliih,  Dutch, 
Danes,  and  Portuguefe,  had  eila- 
bliflicd  fadories,  or  were  individu- 
ally fettled  in  his  dominions,  for 
the  purpofes  of  commerce,  and  to 
the  mutual  benefit  of  his  own  fub- 
jecls  and  theirs :  that  they  were 
all  under  his  prctedlion,  and  fhould 


that  hs  would  accordingly  repel 
and  revenge  it  to  the  uimoft  of 
his  power.  At  the  fame  time, 
his  vakeel,  or  refident,  at  Madras, 
denounced,  in  plain  terms,  an  ir- 
ruption into  the  Carnatic  if  the 
expedition  took  place.  Thefe 
threats  occafioned  fome  paufe  in 
the  profecution  of  the  meafure ; 
but  Hyder  being  flill  engaged  in 
war,  and  the  expulfion  of  the 
French  from  Mahie,  confidered  as 
a  matter  of  the  utmoll  importance, 
it  was  at  length  determ.ined  to  en- 
counter the  confequences.  Col. 
Brathwaite's  rapid  fuccefs  in  the 
reduftion  of  that  place,  defeated 
Hyder's  views  for  its  prefervation ; 
but  he  treated  it  upon  all  occafions 
as  an  injury  of  a  nature  not  to  be 
borne,  and  in  a  manner,  which 
indicated  his  determination  of  ob- 
tainino;  in  due  time  full  fatisfac- 
tion. 

Little  doubt  feemed  now  to  re- 
main, as  to  the  part  which  Hyder 
would  take,  whenever  he  was  dif- 
engagcd  from  the  Maratta  war; 
and  this  difpofition  became  fcon 
more  dangerous,  from  the  number 
of  troops  which  the  French  were 
continually  fending  to  their  Afri- 
can i  Hands  of  Mauritius  and  Bour- 
bon ;  as  well  as  the  itrong  fqua- 
dron  which  they  not  long  after 
difpatched  from  Europe,  for  the 
fupport  of  their  interell  in  the 
Eaft. 

Yet,  with  all  this  difTatisfadion 
and  ill  temper,  on  the  fide  of  Hy- 
der Ally,  the  commander  in  chief 
of  the  Britilh  forces  in  India  has 
fince  recorded  his  opinion,  by  a 
written 
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written  minute  in  the  council  of 
Madras,  and  in  terms  which  fhe^v 
a  full  conviftion,  that,  not  with - 
llanding  the  affair  of  Ivlahie,  and 
all  other  fubjefts  of  jealoufy  or 
difference,  peace  might  not  only 
have  been  llill  preferved,  but  an 
advantageous  and  firm  alliance 
concluded  between  him  and  the 
company,  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  untoward  meafurcs  purfucd 
with  Bazalet  Jung  relative  to  the 
Guntoor  Circar.  From  that  time 
indeed,  Hyder  held  no  referve  in 
declaring  his  fentiments  with  re- 
fpefl  to  the  government  of  IVIa- 
dras. 

Although  the  Nabob  of  Arcot 
was  mod  (hamefuUy  and  culpably 
negligent,  in  every  thing  that  de- 
pended upon  himfelf  relative  to 
preparation  and  defence,  yet  he 
was  a  vigilant  watchman  with  re- 
fped  to  the  prefidcncy,  and  gave 
them  repeated  warnings  of  the  ap- 
proaching danger.  Ke  had  been 
early  in  advifing  the  wholefome 
meafure,  of  drawing  the  troops 
together  in  the  Carnatic,  and  of 
forming  one  or  two  camps  in  fuch 
pofitions,  as  would  appear  the  bell 
calculated  for  preferving  the  com- 
munications, and  for  protedling 
the  country  in  cafe  of  invafion. — 
He  ftated,  in  fupport  of  his  ad- 
vice, the  fuddennefs  of  the  irrup- 
tion, if  it  took  place,  and  the  ra- 
pidity with  which  the  enemy's 
horfe  would  overfpread  the  coun- 
fry ;  the  difficulty  and  danger 
which  would  then  attend  every 
attempt  to  colled  the  troops,  if 
they  lay  fcattcrcd  in  remote  quar- 
ters ;  and  what  would  be  fcarccly 
lefs  pernicious,  the  impradicabi- 
lity  of  procuring,  under  the  gene-^ 
ral  impreflion  of  terror,  bullocks, 
(which  are  generally  ufed  in  India) 


for  the  fervice  of  the  artillery,  or 
a  fufficient  number  of  thofe  na- 
tive coolies,  or  porters,  who  are 
neceffary  to  all  armies  in  that 
country,  for  the  purpofe  of  affift- 
ing  in  the  conveyance  both  of 
baggage  and  provrions.  He  at 
the  fame  time  declared,  that  he 
had  neither  trcafures  nor  cavalry 
upon  which  he  could  found  a  hope 
of  making  an  effedlual  refiltance. 
The  nabob's  intelligence  and  ad- 
vice were  both  good,  but  his 
rooted  enmity  to  Hyder  Ally  ren- 
dered them  fufpefted,  and  pro- 
bably, not  always  without  reafon. 
He  had  loag  urged  the  prefidency 
to  an  alliance  with  the  IVIarattas 
againft  Hyder;  a  propofal,  which 
if  it  had  been  otherwife  approved 
of,  the  meafures  purfued  on  the 
other  fide  of  India  would  have  ren- 
dered imprafticable. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  year 
1779,  ^^^  prefidency  received  in- 
telligence from  the  nabob,  of  the 
peace  concluded  between  Hyder 
and  the  Marattas,  with  fome  fliint 
fketch  of  the  alliance  formed  be- 
tween thofe  powers  and  the  Nizam 
againil  the  Englifh.  This  was 
not  at  firrt  credited,  but  by  the 
end  of  the  year  was  too  well 
confirmed.  Although  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  new  confederacy 
were  not  exaclly  known,  yet,  as 
things  flood,  a  peace  of  any  fort 
between  Hyder  and  the  Marattas, 
might  have  been  confidered  as  the 
fignal  of  a  war  with  the  former, 
'I'hough  this  feemed  in  fome  fort 
to  be  underftood  at  Madras,  and 
that  the  ruinous  confequences  of 
an  invafion  of  the  Carnatic  were 
fully  dilplayed  in  their  corrcfpon- 
dence  with  Bengal,  yet  that  go- 
vernment relied  fo  much  upon  an 
accommodation  between  the  other 
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prefidencles  and  the  Marattas,  as 
the  certain  means  of  averting  the 
evil,  that  it  perhaps  flackened 
their  endeavours  to  i^rovide  for  the 
laft   extremity   in   cafe    of  failure. 


"  is    right    to    aft    in    all    things 
"  with  prudence  and  forefight." 

Notwithftanding  thcfe  circuni- 
ftances,  it  appears  by  a  le;tcr  from 
the   prefident   to  the   court  of  di- 


They  did   not  believe  that  Hyder  rcdors,    in    the    following    month 
would  have  ventured  upon  a  war,  of    February,    that    all    appre. en- 
it  the  difputes  with  the  Marattas  fion  of  a    war   with    Hyder    was 
were    fettled;   (an    opinion    which,  tr.en  over  at  the  prefidency.     But 
however,    appears   fufficiently  pro-  a  letter  which   Hyder  fent  in  the 
blemafical)    and  they  perhaps    de-  following  month  to  the    ^       , 
pended    too    much    upon    the    ac-  prefiutnt,    was     cor.fi-        ^'^      -^^ 
commodating   Ipirit  of   the   other  dered  by  Admiral  Sir         ^-^  °' 
parties.  Edward  Hughes,    (who  cornm.and- 
The  governor  of  Fort  St.  George  ed  the  Britilh  fquadron   in  the  In- 
had    already    employed    a    private  dian  feas)  as   containing  fuch   evi- 
perfon  to  convey   a  letter  to,  and  dent  teliimonies  oi    his  hollile  dif- 
to  open  a  fecret  negociation  with  polition,    that    he    thought    it    his 
Hyder,   hoping    by    a   diredl   per-  duty  to  difpatch  a  copy  of  it  home 
fonal    communication,    to    be    able  to    the    fecretary    of  llate.       This 
to   fettle   or   remove    the    cxillmg  letter   contained    a   fliort   but    ex- 
difFerences,  and  at  any  rate  to  ac-  plicit  detail    of   various    caufes  of 
quire  a  real  knowledge  of  his  fen-  complaint  which  he  had  exhibited 
timents.      Hyder's    anfwer   to   his  againft  that  government,  from  the 
letter,  correfponded  with   the  cold  conchtfion    of    tlie    treaty    in    the 
and    hatighty  manner  in  which  he  year    l'6g,    to    the    prefent    time, 
treated   the  bearer  of  it.     He  ob-  and  conveyed   in  a  language  and 
ferved,    that    when     a    friendfhip,  manner,    which   not    only    Ihewed 
confirmed   by  a  folid  treaty,   had  that  thofe    injuries   were  frefh    in 
fubfifted  between  the  company  and  memory,   but  likewife  exprefled   a 
him,    he   imagined  it   would  daily  ilrong  fenie  of  their  not  being  yet 
increafe,  and  not  have  been  broken  accounted  for.     It  coucludes  with 

through,  as  he  affertcd  it  had  been  the   following   expollulation  :  • • 

on   our  fide;    he  faid,   that  out  of    "  When    fuch    improper    conduft 


confideration  for  the  friendfhip  of 
the  king  of  England  and  the  com- 
pany, whom  he  had  confidered  as 
one,  but  now  thought  otherwife, 
he  had  not  yet  taken  vengeance. 
He  concluded  in  the  following  ab 
rupt  fentences  : — "  It  is  no  mat- 


is  purfued,  what  engagements 
"  will  remain  inviolate  ?  I  leave 
♦'  it  to  the  judgment  of  you  and 
♦<  your  council  to  determine,  on 
"  whofe  part  the  engagements  and 
"  promifes  have  been  infringed." 

He     expreffed    himfelf    to     the 


ter  I— But  if  you,  henceforth  for-  fame  purpofe,  in  a  letter  of  anfwer 

getting  all  treaties  and  engage-  which  he  had  written  a  fliort  time 

"  ments  of  the  company,  flill  are  before  to  Bombay,  relative  to  fome 

"  intent    on    breaking    with    me,  Englifh  gentlemen  who   had  been 

**  what      advantage     can     attend  imprifoned   in  his  dominions,   and 

*'  writing    to  ycu  ?- — You  are  ac-  whom  he  releafed  upon  the  appli- 

*'  quainied  with   every  thing;    it  cation  of  that   prefidency:  he  in- 

i  formed 
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formed  them,  after  ftating  his 
complaints,  that  he  had  given 
orders  to  his  officers  to  oppoTe  by 
arms  any  future  encroachment  on 
his  territories,  by  the  government 
of  Madras;  but,  as  there  were  no 
differences  between  him  and  Bom- 
bay, he  declared,  that  his  refent- 
ments  fhould  fall  only  on  tliofe 
who  were  the  authors  of  injuftice. 

Such  were  the  indications  of  the 
future  ftorm.  As  the  fummer  ad- 
vanced, every  thing  was  in  motion 
in  Hyder's  dominions.  Large  bo- 
dies of  his  troops  were  aifembled 
on  the  borders  of  the  Carnatic, 
particularly  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  thofe  gauts,  or  difficult  paffes 
through  the  mountains,  which  af- 
ford the  only  means  lo  an  army 
of  penetrating  into  that  country; 
great  magazines  were  formed,  ar- 
tillery, and  all  the  equipments  of 
war  brought  forward;  Hyder  him- 
felf  advanced  from  his  capital,  of 
Seringapatam,  to  the  frontiers, 
and  the  moft  evident  marks  were 
difplayed  on  all  hands  of  the  ap- 
proaching danger. 

In  this  Hate  of  things,  the  means 
of  defence  provided  by  the  go- 
vernment of  Madras,  and  the 
Nabob  of  Arcot,  in  order  to  pre- 
ferve  the  Carnatic,  were  not  by 
any  means  fo  abundant  as  might 
have  been  defired.  It  is  neceiiary 
however  to  relate  the  fituaiion  of 
both. 

That  prince,  through  the  ill 
government  of  his  affairs,  and  a 
diffipation  of  his  treaiures,  (for 
which  it  is  difficult  to  account) 
was  in  debt  to  all  the  worid;  to 
the  company,  to  his  army,  and 
to  individuals.  He  borrowed  from 
all  who  would  lend,  and  n-jver 
paid.  His  garrilb'is  were  without 
ilores,  ammunition   or    provifions : 


and  he  was  fo  deeply  in  arrear  to 
his  officers  and  troops,  that  all 
difcipline  and  order  had  long  been 
at  an  end,  and  mutiny  and  defer- 
tion  every  where  prevailed  in  his 
army.  His  cavalry,  in  particular, 
were  totally  ruined.  They  de- 
ferted,  that  is  to  fay,  they  marched 
oif  at  neon  day,  with  their  horfes 
and  arms,  by  whole  regiments. 
His  bell  regiment  of  horfe  was,  in 
thefe  circumftances,  recovered  and 
brought  back,  by  the  generofity 
and  public  fpirit  of  a  Briufh  mili- 
tary officer,  who  advanced  his 
whole  fortune  for  the  payment  of 
their  arrears.  This  gentleman  be- 
ing afterwards  obliged  to  return 
to  England  for  the  recovery  of  his 
health,  was  exceedingly  diilre/Ted 
for  the  money  which  he  had  fo 
applied,  until  it  was  advanced  on 
the  nabob's  account,  by  the  go- 
vernment of  Madras. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  govern- 
ment of  Madras  had  a  gallant  and 
well-diiciplined  army,  amountinor 
to  fomething  about  30,000  effec- 
tive men ;  and  had  been  lately 
reinforced  by  the  arrival  of  Lord 
Macleod,  with  a  new-raifed  regi- 
ment, of  a  thoufand  men,  from 
England.  But  this  force,  which 
would  have  been  fo  confiderable 
in  its  effeft,  if  coUedled  and  adl- 
ing  in  a  body,  was  rendered  weak 
and  inert,  by  its  being  broken 
into  fmall  parties,  dilperfed  at 
great  diftances,  whether  in  quar- 
ters, garrifons,  or  upon  various 
detached  fervices.  A  confiderable 
party,  but  much  more  fo  with 
rcfpcdl  to  the  nature  and  value  of 
the  troops  than  their  number,  were, 
in  this  fcafon  of  danger,  fent  to 
affiil  Gen.  Goddard  in  the  Guze- 
rat  war.  The  applications  from 
Bengal     for     this    reinforcement, 

were. 
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were,  however,  too  urgent  net  to 
be  complied  with.  Others  were 
in  garrifon  on  the  Malabar  coaft ; 
and  a  very  valuable  detachment 
was  in  the  Gui.toor  Circar,  under 
the  condudl  of  Col.  Baillie.  Thofe 
immediately  in  the  Carnatic  were 
tiifperfed  in  the  manner  we  have  be- 
fore obferved.  A  fcarcity  of  money 
ufually  fuperinduces  every  other 
want.  This  misfortune  now  pre- 
vailed ;  and  the  trobps  were  gene- 
pally  deftitute  of  all  thofe  necefTa- 
ries  and  means  which  could  enable 
them  to  take  the  field. 

Whether  it  proceeded  from  a 
Ihame  of  expofing  his  ill  conduct, 
or  from  fome  flrange  pride  or  jea- 
loufy,  no  account  could  be  ob- 
tained from  the  nabob,  either  now 
or  for  feme  years  back,  though 
earneftly  urged  by  the  prefidency, 
of  his  military  eftabliihment,  or 
the  flate  or  number  of  his  troops. 
It  vv'as,  however,  known,  that  the 
tjfual  eflablifhment  of  his  army,  at 
fome  former  periods,  was  about 
35,oco  men ;  a  number  which,  if 
only  in  tolerable  condition,  that, 
joined  to  the  company's  forces, 
would  have  fecured  the  Carnatic 
againil  any  invafion.  But  indeed, 
the  behaviour  of  his  olhcers  and 
troops,  rendered  their  number  of 
little  confequence.  It  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved, that  upon  the  repeated  in- 
telligence which  the  nabob  con- 
veyed of  Hyder's  defigns  or  move- 
ments, he  was  as  conftantly  urged 
and  warned  by  the  prefidency  to 
be  prepared  for  the  worlt  that  could 
happen ;  not  only  by  having  his 
army,  forts,  and  garrifon s,  well 
fupplied  and  in  good  condition, 
but  by  difcharging  the  large  debts 
and  arrears  which  he  owed  to  the 
company,  and  thereby  enabling 
them   to  adl  v?i.th   vigour,   in   his 


fupport  as  well  as  their  own.— 
His  plea  of  inability  and  poverty, 
though  treated  as  too  incompre- 
henfible  co  be  credited,  brought  out 
much  fevere  reproof  from  the  preft- 
dent,  relative  to  the  unaccountable 
ill  conduct,  which  could  pofTibly  pro- 
duce fuch  a  ftate  of  his  affairs. 

The  prefidency  feem.ed  however 
to  have  given  no  farther  credit  to 
the  various  intelligence  received, 
than  was  necefiary  for  making  it 
the  ground  of  their  remcnftrances. 
All  accounts  of  Hyder's  defigns, 
and  of  the  movements  of  his  forces, 
were  not  only  flighted,  but  at  the 
laft,  and  when  he  had  aftually  pe- 
netrated into  the  Carnatic,  the 
firil  intelligence  of  the  invalioa 
was  treated  with  the  highcll  con- 
tempt at  Madras ;  fo  that  the 
burning  of  Conjeveram,  four  days 
after  his  entering  the  country,  and 
the  arrival  of  fbme  of  his  horfe 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Madras, 
were  the  firfi  evidences  of  danger 
that  were  admitted. 

Two  members,  however,  of  the 
council,  had  repeatedly  endea- 
voured to  awaken  the  majority  to 
a  fenfe  of  the  common  danger ; 
and  particularly  to  colled  the 
troops,  and  adopt  other  meafures 
of  preparation,  neceffary  to  the 
defence  and  protedlion  of  the 
country.  Another  member  of  the 
council,  but  not  of  the  feledl  com- 
mittee, in  a  minute  which  he  de- 
livered a  few  days  after  the  inva- 
fion, declared,  without  referve. 
That  they  had  been  long  ap- 
proaching to  that  unhappy  flate, 
at  which  they  were  now  arrived ; 
that  private  mifmanageraent,  and 
not  public  calamity,  had  brought 
TJiem  to  the  brink  of  defiruftion ; 
that  Hyder  had  long  treated  them 
with  negled  and  infult;  that  he 
^  had 
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had  for  feveral  months  been  af- 
lembling  a  large  army  on  the 
frontiers,  while  his  vakeel  (or  re- 
fident)  was  allowed  to  rem?.in  at 
Madras,  to  give  him  daily  intelli- 
gence of  the  efFeft  his  motions  had 
upon  that  government,  which  re- 
mained i'ladlvc,  and  had  neither 
refolut'on  to  queftion  him  about 
his  intentions,  or  wifdom  to  pro- 
vide againfl:  the  danger.  That 
they  had  fuffered  their  troops  to 
remain  fcattered  in  different  parts 
of  the  country,  without  {lores  or 
guns ;  that  their  garrifons  were 
not  put  in  a  (late  of  defence  ;  that 
no  pains  were  taken  to  replenifh 
an  empty  treafury  ;  and  that  their 
want  of  exertion  on  the  imminence 
of  danger,  was  equal  to  their  want 
of  timely  precaution. 

Thefe  fevere  llridlures  on  the 
condudl  of  government,  accom- 
panied by  many  others  not  Icfs  fo, 
excited  the  warmeft  refentment 
of  the  prefidency.  They  pro- 
nounced Mr.  Sadller's  obferva- 
tions  to  be  illiberal  refledlions  on 
the  co:idu6l  and  meafures  of  go- 
vernment, and  the  whole  minute 
to  be  an  inflammatory  declama- 
tion, which  they  attributed  either 
to  a  fhameful  weaknefs,  or  to  the 
moil  unworthy  motives;  and  lay- 
ing hold  of  fome  expreffions  which 
they  conltrued  into  a  defign  of 
fowing  dif'.ffcftion  among  the  peo- 
ple at  large,  and  ctiiers  which 
called  in  queftion  the  authority  of 
the  Me&.  committee,  they  made 
them  the  grounds  of  a  vote,  for 
fufpending  that  gentleman  from 
his  feat  in  the  council,  as  well  as 
from  the  company's  fervice  in  ge- 
neral. Nor  did  the  matter  reil 
there ;  but  was  followed  by  a 
challenge  from  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  forces  in  the  Carnatic. 


The  tv.'O  gentlemen  of  the  fe^ 
Ic'St  committee,  whom  we  have 
before-mentioned,  (Mr.  Johnfoir 
and  Mr.  Smith)  ftrongly  oppofed, 
and  prot'^fted  againll  the  ad  of 
fiifpenfirn,  which  they  reprefcnted 
as  irregular,  violent,  and  unjuft. 
They  declared,  that  the  repre- 
f.-ntaiion  made  by  Mr.  Sadlier, 
agreed  in  many  particulars  with 
their  own  fentiaients;  that  this 
would  fully  appear  from  their 
former  remnnftrances  upon  the 
indolence  and  negligence  which 
p;  evailed  in  tliat  government  v/ith 
refpeft  to  preparation  and  defence. 
In  proteiling  againll  the  violence 
of  the  meafure  of  fufpenfion,  they 
declare  their  apprehenfion,  that 
the  terror  of  the  example  was  cal- 
C'.ilated  to  overawe  the  members  of 
adminillration  from  a  free  decla- 
ration of  their  fentiments;  they 
fupport  their  imputation  of  in- 
jullice  on  the  ground,  that  no  fpe- 
cinc  charge  was  brought  againfl 
Mr.  Sadlier,  and  that  he  was  not 
heard  in  his  defence;  and  they 
venture  to  intimate  a  fufpicion, 
that  private  refentment,  more  than 
public  utility,  had  caufed  the  fe- 
verity  exercifed  againll  that  gen- 
tleman. 

Charges  of  neglecl,  with  refpeft 
to  the  garriibns,  llores,  arid  the 
Hare  of  the  army  for  taking  the 
field,  by  no  means  dlflimilar,  tho' 
delivered  in  fofter  language,  to 
thofe  brought  by  Mr.  Sadlier,  were 
afterwards  delivered  in  council  by 
ths  commander  of  the  forces  him- 
fejf.  In  the  mean  time,  Hyder 
Ally  openly  treated  the  conduft 
and  councils  of  the  government  of 
Madras  v/ith  fiperlative  contempt. 
He  publicly  declared  his  deter- 
mination to  ruin  the  Camatic,  and 
to  chailife  the  Englifn.     He    had 

tried 
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tried  them,  he  faid,  already,  nnd 
he  knew  them  well;  they  had  no 
conduft  ;  "  and  even  now,"  faid  he, 
"  when  1  have  afi'embled  fo  great 
«  a  force  to  enter  into  their  coun- 
*'  try,  they  have  not  manifelled 
"  the  leafi  glimmering  of  ability; 
«  and  now  therefore  is  the  time  to 
«<  go  againll  them." 

Such  was  the  ilate  of  things, 
when,  about  the  zoth  of  July, 
1780,  Hyder  having  made  his 
way  through  the  gauts,  burft  at 
once,  like  a  prodigious  torrent, 
into  the  Carnatic.  No  care  what- 
ever had  been  taken  to  guard  or 
fortify  thefe  mountainous  defiles ; 
nor  did  he  meet  with  any  other 
obftrudllon  in  his  paflage,  than 
what  arofe  from  the  narrownefs 
and  difficulty  of  the  ground.  Even 
fome  of  the  garrifons  near  their 
opening,  which  had  made  previous 
remonllrances  of  their  weaknefs 
and  danger,  and  applications  for 
fpcedy  reinforcements,  hau  been 
totally  unattended  to. 

Hyder's  army  was  eftimated  at 
100,000  men;  but  by  accurate 
accounts,  they  exceeded  86,000 
men,  of  all  forts,  (the  irregulars 
forming  a  great  clafs)  befides  a 
ftrong  body  which  had  been  dif- 
patched  under  Meer  Saib  towards 
the  northern  Circars,  and  other 
parties  which  were  employed  in 
every  where  alarming  the  fron- 
tiers. In  the  grand  army  under 
his  own  command,  it  was  com- 
puted that  he  had  about  30,000 
'.vell-difciplined  foot,  and  20,000 
good  cavalry  ;  his  force  being  ren- 
dered more  formidable  and  ef- 
feftive,  by  the  aid  of  Lally's 
troops,  whom  he  had  obtained 
from  the  Nizam,  befides  the  num- 
ber of  French  officers,  and  other 


Europeans,  who  were  before  in  his 
fervice. 

The  general   terror   and  confu- 
fion    which   now    prevailed,    could 
not  be    lefTened  by   the    indecifion 
which     appeared     in    the     public 
councils.     Different  and  fluduaiing 
opinions  were  held,  with  refpecl  to 
the  modes  of  defence  proper  to  be 
adopted,     and     the     manner    and 
place    of    affembling    the    forces. 
Orders    were    accordingly    haftily 
iffued  to  the    commanding  officers 
at     different     ftations,     and    were 
again    fuddenly    revoked.      What 
appears    an    odd     refolution     was 
paffed     in    the     feleft    comm.ittee, 
that     the    commander    in    chief's 
counfel  rendered  his  prefence  more 
neceffary  at   Madras,   than   at    the 
head  of  the  army.     In  confequence 
of  this  refolution,  inftrudlions  were  ' 
fent   to  Lord    Macleod,  to  fupply 
his  place,  by  coUeding  the  forces, 
and  forming  an  encampment.     But 
that  officer  differing  much  in  opi- 
nion, trom  the  arrangements  made 
in    council,    particularly    with    re- 
fpefl    to    the    place  prescribed    for 
affembling    the     army,     fubmitted 
his     thoughts     upon    the     fubjed, 
along  with  a  plan  which  fuited  his 
own  ideas,  to  the   prefidency  ,    at 
the  fame   time  declaring,   that   he 
could   not  adopt  a  refponfibility   in 
the  execution  of  plans  wliich   did 
not  coincide   v.ith  his    own   judg- 
ment.    This  difference  of  opinion, 
as  the  propofed  change  of  arrange- 
ment was  not  approved  of,  occa- 
fioned    a   departure,   in   the   feleiEl 
committee,     from    the    late    refo- 
lution    of    detaining    Sir     Hedor 
Monro  at  Madras. 

In  the  mean  time,  intelligence 
upon  intelligence  was  continually 
poured  in,  cf  the  ruin  fpread  on 

aU 


HISTORY    OF   EUROPE. 


[6, 


all  fides,  and  the  danger  threat- 
ened in  every  quarter,  by  the  ene- 
my ;  and  thefe  accounts  were  ge- 
nerally accompanied  with  repre- 
fentations  from  the  dift'erent  gar- 
rifons,  of  their  inequality  to  any 
efFedual  refinance;  and  that  with- 
out a  fpeedy  and  material  fupply 
of  men  and  (lores,  they  mull  fall 
an  eafy  prey  to  the  invader. 

The  Nabob  anfwered  the  ur- 
gency of  the  prefidency,  for  ex- 
ertion on  his  part,  and  for  fpeedy 
fupplies  of  provilions  and  means  to 
enable  the  army  to  a(fl,  partly 
with  excufes,  and  partly  with  re- 
proaches for  their  tardinefs  and 
inadlivity.  He  promifed,  however, 
to  procure  fupplies  of  oxen,  fheep 
and  rice,  in  as  great  number  and 
quantity  as  he  could.  That  he 
would  exert  himfelf  to  complete 
four  regiments  of  cavalry,  which 
fhould  be  put  under  the  directions 
of  the  commander  in  chief,  during 
the  war;  and  he  confented,  to 
make  aflignments  of  territory,  for 
the  fums  which  fhould  be  ad- 
vanced by  the  company  to  pay  his 
troops. 

But  fo  defeftlve  was  the  order 
eftabiiflied  in  this  prince's  govern- 
ment, and  fo  heedlefs  were  his 
minifters  and  council,  in  at  all 
providing  for  thofe  fudden  emer- 
gencies which  were  to  be  expefted 
in  the  prefent  rtate  of  invafion  and 
danger,  that  his  commander  in  the 
very  ftrong  and  important  fortrefs 
of  Gingee,  when,  under  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  an  immediate  attack 
by  Hydcr,  and  though  his  own 
force  and  provifion  were  totally 
incompetent  to  the  prefcrvation  of 
the  place,  yet  refufed  to  permit  a 
Britilh  officer,  who  was  fent  with 
a  reinforcement,  to  take  any  mea- 
sures for  its  defence,  until  he  had 


received  fpecific  orders  from  his 
mafter  for  that  purpofe.  Col. 
Brathw^ite  felt  great  furprize  and 
concern  upon  his  arrival  at  Ca- 
rangolly,  to  find  the  defence  of 
that  important  poll  in  the  hands  of 
a  very  inferior  officer,  and  only 
20  of  the  Nabob's  fepoys ;  but  his 
furprize  was  heightened,  when 
that  petty  commandant  fcrupled 
to  receive  even  a  fupply  of  ammu- 
nition from  him,  becaufe  he  had 
received  no  particular  orders  on 
the  fubjed.  The  troops  which 
that  colonel  was  leading  from  Pon- 
dicherry  to  join  the  army,  after- 
wards experienced  the  grcateil 
dillrefies  upon  their  march,  through 
the  fame  v/ant  of  orders,  which 
the  Nabob's  renters  made  a  pre- 
tence, for  abfolutely  refufing  to 
fupply  him  with  provifions. 

Such  was  the  llate  of  vigour, 
concert,  and  preparation,  which 
appeared  on  the  fide  of  the  de- 
fenders of  the  Carnatic,  in  this 
feafon  of  imminent  danger,  and 
actual  invafion ;  when  every  day 
furniihed  new  accounts  of  devas- 
tation and  lofs  :  and  there  v/as 
fcarcely  a  place  from  one  end  of 
the  coall  to  the  other  that  was  not 
menaced,  and  in  a  llate  of  alarm 
and  confufion.  Nor  were  thefc 
confined  to  the  Carnatic.  Tip- 
poo  Saib  advanced  with  a  great 
body  of  cavalry  upon  the  northern 
Circars ;  whilll,  at  the  oppofite 
extremity,  different  parties  of  the 
enemy  were  approaching  to  Ma- 
dura, and  the  borders  of  the  Tini- 
velly  country.  In  this  llate  of 
things,  the  company's  forces,  tho' 
in  excellent  condition  with  refpedl 
to  difcipline,  and  the  goodnefs  and 
fpirit  of  the  troops,  were  rendered 
incapable,  from  the  caufes  already 
Hated,  of  aCembling,  and  confe- 
quently 
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quently  of  afling  with  elFect.  And 
while  the  armvj  uhich  was  capa- 
ble of  ailing  in  the  fi'.ld,  was  re- 
llrained  by  thelc  impediments,  the 
fpirit  of  diraftection  and  mutiny, 
which  bad  payment  and  long  ar- 
rears had  fpread  through  the  Na- 
bob's gan  iions,  left  little  room  for 
koping,  that  they  were  not  much 
more  difpofed  to  wifli  for  and  ac- 
celerate a  change  of  maiiers,  than 
to  undergo  the  hardfliips,  or  en- 
counter the  danger,  of  maintain- 
ing their  polls. 

The  only  meafure  that  carri- 
ed any  appearance  of  vigour  that 
was  now  adopted,  (although  the 
fcheme  was  well  laid,  aiid  the 
defign  capable  of  good  effecl)  funk 
under  the  prevalent  fortune  of  the 
time.  This  was  a  plan  committed, 
in  the  beginning  of  Augull,  to  the 
execution  of  Col.  Colby,  for  fud- 
denly  drawing  together  a  confi- 
derable  body  of  troops  from  the 
nearer  garrifons,  to  be  joined  by 
two  regiments  of  the  Nabob's  ca- 
\'alry,  with  a  view  of  cutting  osT 
fome  great  convoys  of  ftores  and 
provifions,  which  were  to  come 
throifgh  the  pafles,  m  their  way 
from  Kyder's  country  to  the  fup- 
ply  of  his  army. 

Notwithftanding  the  provoking 
and  unexpe<Eted  delays  which  oc- 
curred in  colleding  the  troops, 
Colby's  aclivity  and  bravery  might 
{till  have  been  crowned  with  fuc- 
cefs,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
general  difaffcftion  of  the  country 
people,  and  the  treachery  of  the 
Nabob's  fervants  and  officers. 
While  the  former  not  only  refufed 
to  communicate  any  true  informa- 
tion, whether  with  refpect  to  the 
entmy  or  to  the  country,  and  were 
induftrious  in  forging  falfehoods, 
on   purpufc    to   miikad  ihut  ccEa- 


mander,  the  latter  were  no  lefs 
diligent  in  giving  the  molt  exa6l 
intelligence  to  Hydcr  of  all  his 
motions.  By  thefe  means,  the 
hope  of  anenterprize  which  might 
have  had  great  eiTecl  in  ch;'nging 
the  fortune  of  the  war,  was  not 
only  overthrown ;  but  it  was  with 
great  difhculty,  and  no  fmall  ex- 
ertion of  diligence  and  aflivity, 
that  Colby's  party  efcaped  being 
cut  off,  in  his  endeavours  to  join 
the  army  ;  which  he  only  effefted 
upon  the  retreat  from  Conjeveram, 
in  the  middle  of  the  following 
month. 

In   the   mean   time,     .  ., 

.1  '      u      Aug.  loth, 

an    attack     maje    by         ° 

Hyder's  horfe  upon  the  villages 
and  gardens  about  the  Mount, 
brought  the  alarm  immediately 
home  to  Madras ;  and  occaiioned 
confukations  for  the  throwing  up 
of  fome  works  to  cover  the  black 
town.  The  army  had  been  or- 
dered to  alTemble  at  Conjeveram  ; 
but  on  the  day  preceding  the  mid- 
dle of  the  month,  the  general  in- 
formed the  feleft  committee,  that 
this  defign  could  not  be  eflecled, 
through  the  want  of  bullocks  to 
convey  a  fuScient  quantity  of  pro- 
vilions ;  the  country  people,  to 
prevent  their  falling  h-.to  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  having  conveyed 
them  to  diilant  places  of  refuge. 
He  therefore  advifed,  that  the 
Mount  fnould  novv  be  made  the 
place  of  general  rendezvous,  where 
the  troops  fhould  remain,  until 
eight  days  provifions  could  be 
collefted,  and  the  means  of  con- 
veyance procured  ;  when  the  army 
fhculd  immediately  proceed  on  its 
march.  This  being  agreed  to, 
another  application  v.-as  made  to 
the  Nabob,  to  urge  his  exertion 
in  procuring  a  fpeedy  fupply  of 
bullocks 
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bullocks  and  provifions;  and  far- 
ther requiring,  that  he  fhould  ap- 
point fome  perfon  of  diftinrtion 
and  confequence  to  refide  with, 
and  attend  to  the  wants  of  the  ar- 
my, in  order  that  their  future 
fupplies  might  be  regular  and  con- 
llant. 

Hyder,  after  menacing  Gingee, 
and  fome  other  places  with  a  ficge, 
as  a  blind  only  to  his  real  defign, 
fuddcnly  marched,  and  fiite  down 
before  Arcot,  on  the  2111  of  Au- 
guft.  This  circumftance  forward- 
ed the  Nabob's  anfwcr  to  the  late 
application ;  in  which,  he  remind- 
ed the  committee  of  the  ftores  of 
all  kinds  which  he  had  laid  up  in 
feveral  of  his  forts ;  and  intreatcd, 
that  they  would  order  the  army  to 
inarch  immediately  to  the  relief  of 
his  capital,  where,  he  aiTured  them, 
that  the  troops  ihould  be  plenti- 
fully fupplied  with  every  neccffary 
they  wanted.  However  Hyder  en- 
deavoured to  cover  his  defign  upon 
Arcot,  it  had  been  fo  far  pene- 
trated, or  fufpefted,  that  a  con- 
fiderable  detachment  of  the  com- 
pany's troops  had  been  previoufly 
fent  from  the  important  forcrefs  of 
Vellore,  which  arrived  in  time  for 
the  reinforcement  of  that  garrifon. 
It  was  in  a  few  days  after  Hyder 
inverted  Arcot,  that  it  was  found 
necelfary  at  Madras,  that  Sir 
Heftor  Monro  fhould  quit  the 
committee  for  the  camp ;  and  he 
accordingly  proceeded  on  the  25th 
to  take  the  command  of  the  army 
at  the  Mount. 

We  have  already  fecn,  that  Col. 
Baillie  commanded  the  company's 
forces  in  the  Guntoor  Circar. 
The  orders  which  that  officer  had 
from  time  to  time  received  fince 
the  invafion  took  place,  were  va- 
rious   and   coxitradiftory,    and   had 


occafioned  no  fmall  clafhing  of 
opinions  in  the  feleft  committee  at 
Madras.  His  firlt,  and  fome  fub- 
fequcnt  inllruftions,  went  to  the 
dIrciSt  attack  of  Hydar's  dominions 
in  that  quarter,  particularly  to  the 
reduction  of  the  Cuddepah  coun- 
try ;  with,  however,  a  difcretion- 
ary  latitude  to  the  exercife  of  his 
own  judgment,  in  immediately 
diredling  his  operations  to  thofe 
particular  parts,  where  it  might 
appear  at  the  time  they  were  moll 
likely  to  prove  eiFedive.  Thefe 
orders  were  llrongly  oppofed  and 
P'-Qtefted  againft  by  two  members 
of  the  committee ;  who  ftated  va- 
rious reafons  to  ihew,  that  Baillie's 
detachment  fhould  be  immediately 
dircded  to  march  forward  with  the 
utmoll  expedition,  and  to  join  the 
army,  at  its  then  intended  ren- 
dezvous near  Conjeveram. 

Advices  being  foon  after  re- 
ceived from  Baillie,  that  the  near- 
nefs  of  Hyder's  cavalry  to  the 
fouthward,  with  tlie  overflowing 
of  the  Krillna  on  the  northvvfard, 
had,  on  both  fides,  fo  contrafted 
the  fources,  and  interrupted  the 
courfe  of  his  fuppues  of  provifion, 
that  the  providing  fubfiltence  for 
the  forces  became  every  day  more 
alarming  and  precarious ;  and, 
what  was  no  lefs  alarming,  that 
he  v>'as  aprehenfive  of  not  being 
able  much  longer  to  detain  the 
bullocks  necciTary  for  a  march, 
and  v/ithout  which  the  army  could 
not  in  any  circumftance  at  all 
move.  Thefe  advices  occafioned, 
on  the  lail  day  of  July,  fome  en- 
largement of  that  commander's 
inilrudions ;  he  being  authorized, 
by  the  difpatches  then  forwarded, 
to  march  towards  the  prefidency, 
if  he  Ihould  find  it  abfolutcly  im- 
prafticable    to    fubful    the    forces, 

either 
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either  in  the  enemy's  country,  or 
from  feme  other  quarter. 

But  as  the  danger  at  home  ap- 
proached more  near,  and  became 
every  day  more  urgent,  the  com- 
mittee, very  loon  after,  thought 
it  neceflary  to  become  converts  to 
the  original  opinion  of  the  two 
diflenting  members,  and  to  dif- 
patch  accordingly  an  exprefs  to 
Col.  Baillie,  with  orders  to  march 
towards  the  prefidcncy  at  all  e- 
vents  ;  but  with  an  avaricious  eye 
Hili  to  more  dillant  fervicc,  adviled 
him  to  take  fuch  a  route,  as  might 
pofiibly  afford  him  an  opportunity 
of  cutting  off  fome  of  the  enem.y's 
convoys.  The  delay  occafioned 
by  this  indecifion  with  relpeft  to 
Baillie's  detachment,  though  not 
amounting  to  very  many  days, 
was  the  means  of  producing  the 
fatal  catailrophe  that  followed, 
the  efiedls  of  which  will  be  long 
remembered,  and  late,  if  ever, 
recovered. 

-  ,         The     only     cavalry 

A"g.  ^S^^'  in  the  army  at  St. 
Thomas's  Mount,  was  a  fingle 
regiment  belonging  to  the  Nabob. 
Upon  the  arrival  of  the  general. 
Sir  Heftor  Monro,  in  the  camp, 
this  regiment  totally  refufed  ferv- 
ing  any  longer,  unlefs  their  ar- 
rears were  immediately  dikharged. 
The  Ameer,  a  principal  officer  of 
the  Nabob'?,  who  was  prefent, 
notwithlfanding  the  greatnefs  of 
the  exigency,  when  the  fate  of 
his  mailer's  capital  was  depending, 
refufed  to  comply  with  the  demand. 
The  troops  continuing  obftinats, 
the  remedy  adopted  was  to  break 
the  regiment,  and  to  ftrip  them  of 
their  horfes  and  arms.  Seventeen 
black  officers,  and  about  fixty  of 
the  men,  offered  to  ferve  in  a  new 
corps,    under    the   company,    and 


were  gladly  accepted  by  the  ge- 
neral ;  the  re II  of  the  broken 
troopers  were  ordered  to  be  fent 
under  a  guard,  as  prifoners,  to 
Madras ;  but  the  Ameer,  on  the 
following  morning,  took  an  op- 
portunity of  enlilHng  them  all  into 
his  own  body  guard.  Such  was 
the  difpofition  and  attention  to 
that  prince's  fervice  and  interefts, 
which  then  appeared  among  his 
principal  lervants. 

The  continual  rain  which  now 
fell,  had  fwelled  the  rivers  in  fuch 
a  degree,  as  to  render  the  way 
from  the  Guntoor  nearly  impaffa- 
ble :  wliich,  befidcs  greatly  re- 
tarding the  march  of  Baillie's  de- 
tachment, incommoded  and  dif- 
trefled  the  troops  exceedingly. 
Although  Sir  Hedlor  Monro's 
force  at  the  Mount  was  fo  totally 
inferior  in  point  of  number,  as 
not  to  feem  by  any  means  equal  to 
the  encounter  of  Hyder's  army  in 
the  field,  yet  the  excellency  of  the 
troops,  along  with  the  fine  train 
of  artillery  that  accompanied 
them,  was  no  fmall  counter-ba- 
lance to  the  great  fuperiority  of 
the  enemy  in  other  refpefts,  and 
the  junction  of  Baillie's  corps,  it 
was  expected,  would  have  enabled 
them  to  undertake  any  enterprize 
with  effect.  In  thefe  circum- 
fiances,  the  general  confidered, 
that  a  forward  movement  towards 
Arcot,  would  probably  alarm  Hy- 
dcr  fo  much,  as  to  induce  him  to 
raife  the  fiege  of  that  place ;  and 
that  the.  junftion  with  Baillie> 
would  produce  a  greater  or  more 
timely  effed,  by  its  taking  place 
at  Conjeveram,  which  was  near 
forty  miles  on  the  way  to  his  ob- 
jeft,  than  it  would,  by  waiting 
for  his  arrival  at  St.  Thomas's 
Mount.  It  is  true,  that  Conje- 
veram 
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as  for  thofe  that  were  expefted  on 
the  following  day ;  accompanied 
with  a  requifition  equally  urgent, 
that  he  would  ufe  all  pclTible  means 
to  obtain  intelligence  of  the  llate 
and  motions  of  the  enemy.  The 
anfwer  made  by  this  agent  of  the 
Nabob's,  is  perhaps  without  a  pa- 
rallel upon  any  iimilar  occafion.  He 
told  the  general,  that  he  was  un- 
der orders  to  attend  him,  but  that 
he  had  no  authority  to  procure  ci- 
ther provifions  or  intelligence.— 
As  tjiere  was  only  four  days  prO' 
vifion  left,  the  army  had  no  other 
refource  than  to  encounter  the  dif- 
ficulties of  the  weather,  and  the 
danger  of  the  enemy's  horfe,  by 
collefting  paddy,  as  the  growing 
rice  is  called,  in  the  open,  but  over- 
flowed furrounding  country. 

Hyder  Ally,  as  the  general  fore- 
faw,  raifed  the  fiege  of  Arcot, 
upon  his  movement-  towards  Con- 
jeveram ;  but  what  had  not  been 
expedled,  he  threw  his  army  in 
fuch  a  manner  acrofs  the  courfe 
which  Baillie's  detachment  were 
making  to  that  place,  as  to  pre- 
vent the  intended  junflion.  This 
was  expefted  to  have  taken  place 
the  day  after  the  arrival  of  the 
army ;  but  Baillie,  before  the  in- 
tervention of  the  enemy,  was  for 
fome  days  flopped,  at  no  great 
diftance,  by  the  fudden  riling  of  a 
fmall  river  in  his  way.  For  about 
a  week  after  the  arrival  of  the  ar- 
my in  u'le  neighbourhood  of  Con- 
jeveram,  it  rained  almoft  conti- 
nually by  day  and  night,  and  the 
waters  were  out  in  fuch  a  degree, 
that  they  were  obliged  to  change 
the  fituation  of  their  encampment 
to  higher  ground ;  whilll  the  in- 
duftry  of  the  troops,  in  colleding 
paddy,  and  beating  the  rice  from 

[E]  the 


veram  was  entirely  out  of  Baillie's 
dircd  way,  and  ncceflarily  led  him 
to  change  his  courfe  confiderably  to 
the  weftvv.ird;  but  no  idea  was  then 
entertained,  of  any  danger  or  dif- 
ficulty that  could  occur  in  making 
good  the  junction. 

Under  this  determination,  dif- 
patches  being  forwarded  to  Baillie, 
with  inftrudions  for  the  new  courfe 
he  was  to  take,  the  army  was  or- 
dered to  march  from  the  Mount. 
Such  was  the  wretched  ftate  of 
things  at  this  time,  that  it  was 
with  the  greateft  difficulty,  (after 
a  month's  preparation  or  alarm, 
and  within  fix  miles  of  Madras) 
that  the  general  could  procure 
eight  day's  rice  for  the  army ; 
while  the  collecling  of  draught  bul- 
locks was  fo  imprafticable,  that  the 
Sepoys  were  obliged  to  carry  half 
this  provifion  on  their  backs.  The 
whole  force  was  only  about  6,000 
men ;  but  of  thefe,  were  Lord 
Macleod's  and  a  company's  regi- 
ment of  Europeans ;  befides  a  com- 
pany or  two  of  European  grena- 
diers, belonging  to  other  regiments, 
and  300  artillery. 

,  They  arrived  in  four  day's 

"  *  march  at  Conjeveram,  be- 
ing harrafled  by  the  enemy's  horfe, 
which  followed  and  hung  on  all 
fides  of  them  during  the  way ;  but 
they  were  much  more  incommoded 
by  the  violence  of  the  rains  than 
by  the  enemy  ;  and  their  condition 
was  not  amended,  by  finding  the 
whole  country  under  water  at  their 
nrrival.  An  officer  from  the  Na- 
bob attended  the  coming  of  the 
army  at  Conjeveram,  who  was  to 
conduft  them  on  their  way  to  Ar- 
cot. To  him  the  general  imme- 
diately applied  to  procure  provi- 
fions, as  well  for  the  troops  prefent. 
Vol.  XXV. 
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the  ftraw,  was  no  more  than  fufii- 
c  ent  for  their  prelent  fubllikr.ce. 
Such  was  ths  ftate  of  intelligence 
under  all  thefe  dilficnlties,  that,  ex- 
cepting the  accidental  report  ot  a 
deferter,  the  hrlt  account  which  the 
general  received  of  Kyder's  having 
quitted  his  ground  before  Arcot,  of 
his  having  crofted  the  River  Palaar, 
and  being  encamped  within  five 
,  miles  of  his  front,  was 
"Sept.  3  .  fYom  one  of  his  own  offi- 
cers, who  was  out  upon  detaclied 
fervice.  In  two  days  after  he  re- 
ceived intelligence  from  Col.  Bail- 
lie,  of  his  having  at  length  crofled 
the  river,  which  had  fo  unfor- 
tunately barred  his  paflage. 

But  that  officer  was  now  doomed 
to  meet  with  more  unfurmountable 
obftacles.  On  the  day  after  the  ge- 
neral had  received  this  advice,  the 
enemy's  army  made  a  great  move- 
ment to  the  north-eaft,  which  in- 
duced Sir  Heftor  Monro  to  change 
his  pofition  likewife,  and  to  ad- 
vance about  two  miles,  to  a  high 
ground  on  the  TrepafTore  Road, 
which  was  the  way  that  the  ex- 
peded  detachment  was  to  come. 
By  thefe  movements,  the  holHle 
camps  were  brought  within  two 
miles  of  each  other ;  the  enemy 
lying  about  that  diftance  to  the  left 
of  the  Engliih. 

Hyder's  view  in  this  movement, 
was  to  cover  and  fupport  the  great 
attack,  which  he  intended  that 
day  upon  Baillie's  detachment.  He 
had  already  fent  his  brother-in- 
law,  Meer  Saib,  Vv'ith  8,000  horfe, 
upon  that  fervice  ;  who  being  gal- 
lantlv  repulfed  on  the  preceding 
day,'  he,  immediately  after  this 
movement,  detached  his  fon.  Tip- 
poo  Saib,  with  6,000  regular  in- 
fantry,  12  pieces  of  caanon,  and 


18,000  cavalry,  the  whole  being 
compofed  of  the  beft  troops  in  his 
army,  to  join  the  former  party,  in 
an  united  and  deciuve  attack. 
They  encountered  Col.  Bail-  /-  , 
lie  at  a  place  called  perim- 
bancum,  where  he  made  the  mofl 
mafleriy  difpofuions  to  withfland 
this  prodigious  fuperiority  of  force. 
After  an  exceedmgly  fevere  and 
well- fought  a(5lion,  of  feveral  hours 
continuance,  the  enemy  were  rout- 
ed, and  Baillie  gained  as  com- 
plete a  viclory,  as  a  total  want 
of  cavalry,  and  the  fmallnefs  of 
his  number,  could  pofTibly  admit. 
Through  thefe  circumllances  he  loft 
his  baggage;  and  that  of  a  num- 
ber of  brave  men  was  inevitable. 
His  whole  force  did  not  exceed 
three  or  four  battalions  of  Sea- 
poys,  and  from  one  to  two  com- 
panies of  European  artillery.  The 
event  fhewed  the  faperior  excel- 
lence of  thof^  troops. 

The  conqueror  now  experienced 
a  new  and  fcrange  iituation  of 
things ;  being  reduced  to  the  mofl 
diflrefling  circumflances  in  the 
arms  of  vidory.  The  Ehgiifh 
camp  was  within  a  few  miles ; 
but  Hyder's  whole  army  lay  full  in 
his  way  ;  and,  if  any  advantages 
were  to  be  derived  from  his  prefent 
pofl,  he  could  not  retain  them 
through  the  want  of  provifj.ons. 
He  accordingly  difpatched  an  ex- 
prefs  to  the  general  with  an  ac- 
count of  his  fituation ;  flating  the 
lofs  he  had  fuflained  in  the  late 
aftion,  which  rendered  him  inca- 
pable of  advancing ;  and  the  im- 
poflibility  of  continuing  where  he 
v/as.  He  accordingly  urged  the 
necelTity,  holding  out,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  fuUeft  confidence,  of  his 
being   fpeedily  extricated,    by  the 
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tinguifhed  merit,  appointed  with  a 
flrong  detachment,  compofed  of 
the  flower  and  mofl  a£li'/e  part 
of  the  army,  to  the  relief  of  Bail- 
lie.  The  force  upon  this  expe- 
dition, confided  of  the  grenadier 
and  light  infantry  companies  of 
Lord  Macleod's  highland  regi- 
ment, two  other  companies  of  Eu- 
ropean grenadiers,  one  company 
of  Sepoy  markfmen,  and  ten  com- 
panies of  Sepoy  grenadiers.  As 
their  fecurity  depended  upon  the 
remotenefs  and  dificulty  of  their 
way,  as  well  as  the  filence  and  fe- 
crecy  of  their  march,  Fletcher  re- 
fufed  four  fix-pounders  which  were 
offered,  and  fet  out  from  the  camp 
at  nine  o'clock  at  night.  Though 
the  men  left  their  knapfacks  be- 
hind, it  was  thought  necelfary  that 
they  fhould  carry  two  days  rice, 
with  fome  bifcuit  and  arrack,  to 
provide  againft  the  penury  at  Pe- 
rimbancum. 

Hyder  had  fach  excellent  in. 
telligence  in  the  Englifh  camp, 
that  he  had  an  early  and  exact 
knowledge,  not  only  of  the  de- 
iign,  but  of  the  particular  circum- 
ftances  relative  to  Fletcher's  de- 
tachment; the  time,  the  route,  the 
number  and  nature  of  his  troops, 
and  even  their  proceeding  without 
artillery,  were  all  faithfully  com- 
municated by  his  fpies.  He  ac- 
cordingly fent  a  ftroiig  body  of 
forces  to  intercept  and  cut  off  the 
detachment  on  their  way;  but  Col. 
Fletcher,  by  a  fingular  fagacity. 
having  conceived  fome  fufpicion  of 
his  guides,  fudJenly  changed  his 
route,  and  by  a  wide  circuitous 
f.veep,  through  rice  -  fields  and 
fwamps  to  the  right,  he  by  that 
means,  and  the  cover  of  the  night, 
evaded  the  danger. 

The  late  defeat  of  Meer    and 


Arrival  of  the  army  at  Perimban- 
cum. 

The  general's  fituation  upon  this 
occafion,  was  undoubtedly  very 
difficult.  He  found  himfelf  in  a 
dilemma,  where  the  hazard  and 
danger  were  fo  balanced  on  both 
lides,  that  the  determination  which 
to  take,  feemcd  to  be  a  matter  ra- 
ther of  fortune,  than  of  judgment. 
The  queilion  was,  whether,  for  the 
purpofe  of  extricating  Baillie's  de- 
tachment, which  was  to  be  con- 
lidered  as  a  matter  of  abfolute  ne- 
ceflity,  he  fhould,  with  the  very 
inferior  force  under  his  command, 
give  Hyder  every  polfible  advan- 
tage over  him  in  a  general  aftion, 
by  advancing  with  the  army  into  a 
flat  and  open  country,  where  the  im- 
menfe  cavalry  of  the  enemy  could 
aft  upon  them  on  every  fide  with 
the  utmofl  effeft  ?  Or,  whether  he 
ihould  endeavour  to  attain  his  ob- 
jefl  at  lefs  apparent  hazard,  by 
fending  fuch  a  reinforcement  to 
Baillie,  as  would  enable  him  to 
pufh  forward  to  the  camp,  in  de- 
fpite  of  the  enemy.  In  the  former 
cafe,  befides  the  difadvantage  we 
have  mentioned,  the  army  muft 
have  abandoned  their  only  pro- 
vifion,  ccnfifting  in  a  pagoda  full 
of  paddy,  which  they  had  collected 
fince  their  arrival.  This  the  ene- 
my would  immediately  have  feized, 
as  \vel\  as  the  poi't  of  Conjeve- 
ram,  and  the  ftrong  grounds  which 
they  had  quitted.  Thus  the  army 
would  have  been  equally  deftitute 
of  fhelter,  and  expofcd  to  the  danger 
of  ftarving,  upon  its  return  from 
Perimbancum.  Nor  was  the  other 
part  of  the  alternative  without  its 
full  fhare  of  difficulty,  hazard,  and 
danger. 

This  was,  however,  adopted ;  and 
Col.   Fletcher,   an  officer  of   dll- 
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Tippoo  Saib,  by  a  force  fo  totally 
inferior  in  point  of  number,  had 
greatly  damped  the  fpirit  of  the 
Myfore  army ;  but  the  account  of 
Fletcher's  jundion  with  Baillie, 
fpread  univcrfal  difmay  through 
their  camp.  The  foreign  officers 
were  particularly  alarmed.  They 
confidered  the  whole  as  a  mafterly 
ftroke  of  generalfliip,  by  which 
the  army  would  be  enclofed,  and 
being  attacked  on  both  fides  at 
once,  that  nothing  but  ruin  could 
enfue.  Under  this  impreffion.  Col. 
Lallie,  with  moft  of  the  native 
general  officers,  ftrongly  remon- 
ilrated  with  Hyder,  on  the  necef- 
fity  of  immediately  breaking  up 
his  camp,  and  repaffing  the  Pa- 
laar,  to  avoid  the  immediate  dan- 
ger, which  they  otherwife  conli- 
dered  as  inevitable.  Hyder  him- 
felf  was  undetermined  how  to  aft, 
and  feemed  to  be  giving  way  to 
the  general  fentiment,  when  the 
arrival  of  two  of  his  fpies  from 
Conjeveram,  fuddenly  changed  the 
ftate  of  things.  The  afiurances 
given  by  thefe,  that  the  Englifh 
army  was  perfedlly  quiet  in  camp, 
and  that  the  fmalleil:  preparation 
was  not  making,  nor  in  faft  any 
defign  of  a  movement  entertain- 
ed, at  once  determined  Hyder's 
conduft.  The  Euiopcans  ftill,  to 
a  man,  held  their  former  opinion. 
They  confidered  the  intelligence 
as  too  extraordinary,  and  even  too 
near  an  impoffibility,  to  be  at  all 
credited.  They  accordingly  con- 
cluded, that  ihe  fpies  had  fold 
Hyder ;  and  that  his  facility  in 
giving  way  to  the  deception,  had 
rendered  his  ruin  inevitable.  Lal- 
ly,  however,  went  once  more  to 
Hyder,  to  urge  the  neceffity  of 
fending  off,  at  any  rate,  the  guns 
and  infantry. 


In  the  mean  time  the  trap  was 
preparing,  and  laid  with  no  fmall 
degree  of  art,  ability,  and  judg- 
ment, for  the  unfortunate  corps 
that  were  under  the  command  of 
Baillie  and  Fletcher.  The  moft 
covert  and  difficult  ground  on  the 
road  which  they  were  to  pafs,  was 
occupied  and  enfiladed  by  feveral 
batteries  of  cannon ;  and  as  the 
time  and  circumftances  of  their 
march  were  known,  large  bodies 
of  the  beft  foot  in  Hyder's  army, 
lay  in  ambulcade  on  either  fide; 
he  himfelf,  with  almoft  his  whole 
force,  being  in  -readinefs  to  fup- 
port  the  attack.  While  thefe  real 
difpofitions  were  making,  or  tak- 
ing efFeCl,  which,  by  degrees,  oc- 
cupied all  the  valuable  part  of  Hy- 
der's army,  a  cloud  of  irregular 
cavalry  were  employed  in  various 
motions  on  the  fide  of  Conjeveram, 
in  order  to  attraft  the  attention  of 
the  Englifti  camp. 

Juft  at  day  light, 
Bailhe  s  corps  was  per-  ^ 
ceived  by  the  enemy  advancing 
into  the  very  center  of  the  toils 
which  they  had  laid  for  them. 
They  marched  in  column,  and  the 
firll  notice  they  had  of  their  dan» 
ger,  was  the  opening  of  a  bat- 
tery of  twelve  guns,  loaded  with 
grape  (hot,  which  poured  in  upon 
their  right  flank.  In  half  an  hour, 
57  pieces  of  cannon  were  brought 
fo  to  bear,  as  to  penetrate  into  every 
part  of  the  Britifh  line  ;  and  by  fe- 
ven  o'clock,  the  aftion  was  become 
as  general,  as  fuch  a  handful  of 
men,  engaged  with  fo  vail  a  hoft, 
could  make  it.  Such  a  conflid  has 
feldom  been  heard  ef ;  nor  will  the 
example  render  it  common  in  the 
praclice.  Surrounded  and  attack- 
ed on  all  fides  by  25,000  cavalry, 
by    30    regiments    of   difciplined 
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Sepoy  infantry,  befides  Hyder's 
European  corps,  and  a  numerous 
artillery,  generally  playing  upon 
them  within  grape  fhot  dillance, 
yet  this  invincible  column  ftood 
firm  and  undaunted,  and  repulfed 
every  charge  made  by  the  Myfcre 
army,  with  a  prodigious  /laughter 
of  their  braveft  men.  Some  Eu- 
ropean gentlemen  who  were  upon 
bufinefs  in  Hyder's  camp,  and 
thereby  became  fpediacors  of  the 
battle,  while  they  beheld  with  ad- 
miration the  cool  and  intrepid 
countenance  preferved  by  the  com- 
mander, and  by  his  unequalled  fol- 
lowers, were  ftill  ftruclc  with  greater 
aftonilhment,  in  the  midlt  of  all  the 
tumult  and  danger  of  fo  unequal  a 
conflidl,  to  fee  their  various  evolu- 
tions performed,  with  a  precifion  and 
fteadinefs,  which  would  have  gained 
applaufe  in  the  regulated  exercifes 
of  a  field  day„ 

Col.  Baillie  had  only  ten  pieces 
of  cannon ;  but  thefe  were  fo  ex- 
cellently ferved,  that  they  kept 
up  an  unremitting  fire,  and  made 
great  havock  among  the  enemy 
during  the  whole  engagement. — 
After  a  dubious  contell  of  three 
hours,  viftory  began,  at  half  pall 
nine  o'clock,  to  declare  for  the 
Englifh ;  the  flower  of  the  Myfore 
cavalry,  after  many  bloody  re- 
pulfes,  were  at  length  entirely  de- 
feated, with  great  flaughter,  and 
driven  back  upon  the  main  body ; 
and  the  right  wing,  compofcd  of 
Hyder's  beft  forces,  was  thrown 
into  diforder,  and  began  to  give 
way.  Hyder  himfelf,  defpairing 
of  keeping  his  infantry  much 
longer  in  the  field,  prepared  for 
a  retreat.  A  rapid  and  mallerly 
movement,  from  the  right  to  the 
center,  made  at  the  inilant  by 
Col.    Baillie,   confirmed    this   dif- 


pofition,  and  feemed  entirely  to 
decide  the  fortune  of  the  day. 
Orders  were  accordingly  given  to 
Lally  to  draw  off  the  artillery, 
and  to  the  cavalry  to  cover  the 
retreat. 

At  this  moment  of  joy,  exulta- 
tion, and  triumph,  as  well  for  un- 
hoped deliverance,  as  for  victory, 
en  the  one  fide,  and  of  difappoint- 
ment  and  difmay  on  the  other,  an 
unforefeen  and  unavoidable  mif- 
fortune,  fuddenly  changed  the  for- 
tune of  the  day. 

From  whatever  fatality  it  pro- 
ceeded, the  tumbrils  which  con- 
tained the  ammunition,  fuddenly 
blew  up,  with  two  dreadful  ex- 
plofions,  in  the  center  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  lines.  One  whole  face  of  their 
column  was  entirely  laid  open,  and 
their  artillery  overturned  and  de- 
ftroyed.  Though  the  deilruflion 
of  men  was  great,  the  total  lofs  of 
ammunition  was  flill  more  dread- 
ful to  the  furvivors.  Tippoo  Saib 
inftantly  caught  the  moment  of 
advantage,  and,  without  waiting 
for  orders,  fell  with  the  ucraofl  ra- 
pidity, at  the  head  of  the  Mogul 
and  Carnatic  horfe,  into  the  broken 
fquare,  which  had  not  yet  time  in 
any  degree  to  recover  its  order  or 
form ;  and  the  cavalry  being  fpee- 
dily  follo^'.cd  by  the  French  corps, 
and  by  the  firft  I'ne  of  infantry, 
the  fate  of  that  gallant  band  was 
no  longer  doubtful.  After  the  pro- 
digies of  valour  which  they  had 
fo  nobly  exhibited,  the  brave  Se- 
poys were  almoft  to  a  man  cut  to 
pieces. 

Col.  Baillie,  though  already  fc- 
verely  wounded,  rallied  the  Eu- 
ropeans, and  under  the  fire  of  the 
whole  immenfe  artillery  of  the 
enemy,  gained  a  little  eminence, 
and  forming   a  new  fquare,  tliefe 
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invincible  relicks  of  the  field,  with- 
out ammunition,  the  officers  fight- 
ing only  with  their  Iwords,  and  the 
foldiers  with  their  bayonets,  and 
moft  of  them  grievoully  wounded, 
refilled  and  repulfed  the  enemy  in 
thirteen  difrerent  attacks ;  until  at 
length,  incapable  of  withita«ding 
the  torrents  of  frefh  troops  that 
were  continually  pouring  upon  them, 
they  Were  borne  down  and  tramp- 
led under  foot  by  the  horfe  and 
elephants. 

Many  of  the  fiill  unconquered 
private  foldiers,  though  cut  down 
and  miferably  wounded,  difdained 
to  accept  of  quarter,  and  as  they 
lay  upon  the  ground,  continued  to 
thrulh  fiercely  with  their  bayonets 
at  man  and  horle  that  approached. 
Never  w'as  reputation  more  highly 
eftablifhed,  or  more  dearly  pur- 
chafed  by  any  army.  This  adion 
afforded  the  firfl  inilance,  in  which 
Sepoys  were  only  diftinguifhable  by 
their  colour  froai  Europeans  in  a 
hard  and  defperate  adion. 

The  lofs  on  the  Englifh  fide 
has  been  varioufly  efiimated,  frorn 
3,300,  to  5000  bepoys,  and  from 
live  to  feven  hundred  Europeans, 
The  lower  calculation  is  probably 
neareft  the  truth ;  at  leaft  with 
refpecl  to  the  Sepoys.  The  gal- 
lant and  lamented  Col.  Fletcher, 
\vas  one  of  the  number  of  brave 
Englilh  officers  who  lay  on  the 
field.  It  is  indeed  a  matter  of  no 
fmall  wonder,  that  any  of  them 
could  have  efcaped  the  rage  of 
fuch  a  carnage.  Col.  Baillie,  with 
fomething  about  zoo  Europeans, 
were,  however,  made  priloners. 
Lefs  mercy  has  often  been  fhewn, 
in  confiidls  of  much  lefs  blood  and 
fevcrity,  between  Europeans  and 
Chriiiians.  Col.  Baillie,  ftript,  fcrcly 
wounded  in  three  places,  and  co- 


vered with  blood,  was  brought  ijl 
that  condition  before  Hyder.  The 
conqueror,  enraged  at  his  lofs,  and 
at  the  fame  tirne  intoxicated  by 
his  fudden  and  unexpe<5led  fuc- 
cefs,  with  that  rough  barbarifm 
in  war,  which  only  European  man- 
ners have  yet  been  able  in  fome 
fort  to  fubdue,  is  faid  to  have  in- 
fulted  his  brave  prlfoner,  by  thp 
haughty  and  imperious  tone  of  his 
exultation.  Baillie,  dlfdaining  to 
fink  under  misfortune  or  danger, 
indignantly  appealed  to  his  ion, 
and  to  the  general  officers  who 
were  prefent,  afking  if  the  victory 
was  not  in  his  hands,  until  he  was 
deprived  of  it  by  a  diiafier  which 
no  human  forefight  could  have  pre- 
vented ? 

This  fatal  difailer  is  faid  to  have 
proceeded  from  the  loofe  powder 
which  was  conveyed  in  bags  hj 
Col.  Fletcher's  detachment,  and 
which  there  had  not  been  time  for 
fliifting  into  proper  packages.  As 
every  thing  relating  to  lo  fignal 
and  extraordinary  an  adlion  be- 
comes interelling,  it  probably  will 
not  be  thought  too  minute  to  re- 
late the  account  given  by  an  Eu- 
ropean refident  at  Hyder's  court 
(who  was  prefent  at  the  adtionj 
and  is  faid  to  be  a  military  officer 
of  diliinftion  in  the  fervice  of  his 
own  country)  of  the  behaviour  of 
the  prifoners.  'This  ingenious  fo- 
reigner, who  feems  to  have  felt 
all  the  fympathy  of  a  brave  man, 
in  the  fate  of  the  troops,  fays  of 
them : — "  Officers  and  men,  fup- 
"  ported  their  misfortune  with  that 
"  haughty,  fullen  fortitude,  which  is 
"  the  charadteriilic  of  their  coun- 
"  try." 

The  Myfore  army  pnrchafed 
their  vidory  very  dearly.  The 
flaughter  fell  almoft  entirely  upon 
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their  beft  troops  ;  and    is  faid    to 
have  been  fo    immcnfe,  that    if  a 
particular  account  of  the  lofs  could 
be    obtained,    the    amount    would 
appear    incredible.     It    is    likewife 
faid,  that  if  the  Ccnjeveram  army 
haJ   come  up,   at  any   time  during 
the    engagement,   previous   to    the 
fatal  .rent  of  the  tumbrils,  Hyder 
would  not  have  been  able  to  carry 
a   fnigle   gun,  or  a  fmgle  battalion 
off"  tiie  field.     He  appeared  in  the 
fi-.ld  mounted  on  an  elephant;  and 
it  is  iaid,  was  fired  at  five  times  by 
an  Engliih  artillery  officer.     Hyder 
was    iliil    fo   apprehenfive    of  the 
fuppofed    danger    of  his    fituation, 
that  only   upon  a  flying  rumour  of 
vSir  Hcdor  Monro's  army  advanc- 
ing   upon    him,    he    precipitately 
abandoned     the     field     of    batue, 
and    retreated,    in     great     confu- 
fion,  to  a  place  called  the  Round 
Wells,  leaving  a  great  part  of  his 
baggage,  and  all  the  wounded  be- 
hind.    But   upon    receiving    infor- 
mation   there,     that     the    Englifh 
army    had   abandoned    their    artil- 
lery,  and  were  retreating  towards 
Chingleput,   he  inflantly  dil'patch- 
ed  ail  the   frelh  and  irregular  ca- 
valry   in     purfuit,     who    returned 
fuccefafully,     loaded      with'    fpoii, 
and     fufficiently    incumbered    with 
wounded  prifoners. 

It  appears  that  the  Conjeveram 
army  had  advanced  on  that  unhap- 
py morning  along  the  Trepaflbre 
road,  in  order  to  meet  the  expeded 
detachments  ;  and  that  they  both 
heard  the  firing,  and  faw  the 
fmoke,  on  their  left ;  but  at  too 
great  a  dill;ance  for  their  coming 
up  before  the  firing  ceafed.  It 
would  fecm,  that  no  notion  was 
entertained  of  Hyder's  advancing 
with  his  whole  army  to  action ; 
that  the   firing   was  confidered  as 


proceeding  only  from  the  defultory 
attacks  of  his  cavalry  ;  and  that 
too  great  a  confidence  was  placed 
in  Baillie's  fuccefs  againll  every 
obltacle.  The  repeated  filing  of 
the  appointed  number  of  fignal 
cannon,  without  any  return  being 
made,  along  witli  the  dead  llill- 
nefs  which  on  all  fides  prevailed, 
began  to  afford  fome  mtlancholy 
prcfages  of  dii'aftcr,  (chough  no- 
thing near  fo  bad  as  it  really  was) 
when,  at  length,  tlie  arrival  in 
fuccefiion  of  two  or  three  wounded. 
Sepoys,  v/ho  had  the  fortune 
fmgly  to  efcape  from  the  carnage, 
although  their  relation  was  indi- 
ftind  and  dillraded,  carried  fuch 
teilimonials  about  them,  as  left  no 
longer  a  doubt  of  the  fatal  event. 

l"he  army,  both  officers  and 
men,  Europeans  and  natives,  were 
ftung  v/ith  anger  and  with  grief, 
a! moll  to  madnefs,  at  the  de- 
ffruftion  of  their  f»iends  and  fel- 
lows. They  were  accordingly, 
without  regard  to  ffrength  or  con- 
dition, slmcff  outrageous  in  their 
defire,  to  take"  an  immediate  and 
fevere  revenge,  on  the  enemy.— 
Undoubtedly,  in  that  temper,  ic 
would  have  been  no  eaiy  matter 
to  withlland  thtir  fury.  But  the 
general,  who  was  lully  fenfible  of 
the  v/eaknefs  of  his  force,  and  who 
fa.'.  I'.nd  kn;;vv  the  criiical  fituation 
of  alvairs,  found  it  ncceflary  to 
rellrr.ia  this  impetuofily.  He  was 
totally  uninformed  as  to  the  Hate 
and  circumffances  of  Hyder's  ar- 
my, and  ignorant  of  the  great 
lofs  they  had  fuffained  in  the  late 
action.  His  own  was  too  certain  ; 
he  had  loil  the  flower  of  his  r.rmy. 
His  provifions  were  likewife  withiri 
a  day  or  two  of  being  c;;hauffed; 
his  weakncfs,  and  want  of  cavalry, 
rendered  the  procuring  a  fupply 
[E]  4  im- 
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imprafbicable ;  his  retreat  was  lia- 
ble to  be  cut  off,  and  the  army 
might  be  furrounded^  and,  obliged, 
through  mere  hunger,  to  furrender 
at  diicretion,  without  ftriking  a 
blow.  The  confequence  would 
be  the  lofs  of  Madras,  and  of  the 
whole  Carnatic. 

However  fufficient  thefe  caufes 
were,  and  however  well  founded 
thofe  dedudlions  and  meafures 
which  arofe  from  them,  the  greatefl 
difcontent  prevailed  in  the  army, 
and  nothing  but  cenfure  and  re- 
proach was  to  be  heard.  This 
temper  and  difpofition  was  fpread 
even  among  the  ofHcers ;  and  went 
fo  far,  as  it  was  faid,  as  to  put  an 
end  to  all  friendly  intercourfe  be- 
tween the  general  and  the  noble- 
man who  commanded  the  regiment 
belonging  to  the  crown,  which,  as 
v/e  have  feen,  had  fome  time  be- 
fore arrived  from  Europe.  The 
orders  for  a  retreat,  for  fpiking  the 
heavy  artillery,  and  deftroying  the 
camp  equipage  and  baggage,  not 
only  increafed  thefe  difcontents, 
but  are  faid  to  have  produced 
an  unequalled  fcene  of  diforder 
and  confufion.  Jsuch  a  feries  of 
lofs  and  difgrace  was  new  to  the 
troops,  and  could  ill  be  borne  by 
them.  It  was  impoffible  that  a 
retreat  could  be  well  and  orderly 
conduced  under  fuch  circum- 
fiances ;  and  to  thefe  are  to  be 
charged  the  lofs  which  the  army 
fufFered  through  the  purfuit  of 
Hyder's  cavalry,  on  their  return 
to  Chingleput. 

,  .  At  Chingleput,  they 
were  joined  on  the  day  of 
their  arrival,  by  the  forces  which 
Col.  Cofby  had  collected  for  the 
enterprize  againft  Hyder's  con- 
voys, confifting  of  ten  companies 
of  Sepoy    grenadiers,    about    an 


equal  number  of  battalion  anal 
light  infantry  companies,  with 
two  regiments  of  the  Nabob's  ca- 
valry. Small  as  this  reinforce- 
ment was,  if  it  could  have  joined 
the  army  before  the  late  misfor- 
tune, a  very  different  face  of  af- 
fairs might  probably  have  appear- 
ed. The  want  of  provifions 
obliged  the  army  to  proceed  from 
Chingleput  to  the  neighbourhood 
of  Madras,  where  they  Were  en- 
camped. 

The  terror  and  confufion  which 
now  reigned  in  the  Carnatic,  may 
be  much  more  eafily  imagined  than 
defcribed.  The  danger  feemed 
every  where  immediate  ;  and  Ma- 
dras itfelf,  delHtute  as  it  was  of 
proviiions,  and  of  moft  or  all  of 
the  neceifaries  effential  to  defence, 
trembled  under  the  apprehenfion 
of  a  fiege.  This  ftate  of  difficulty 
and  danger  was  rendered  ftill  more 
hopelefs,  by  the  diffentions  which 
prevailed  in  the  government ;  if 
not  by  its  condudl.  Two  mem- 
bers of  the  feleft  committee  made 
grievous  complaints  of  that  of  the 
majority;  and  charged  no  fmall 
degree  of  blame  to  the  inilitution 
itfelf,  which  they  reprefented  as 
being  exceedingly  faulty  in  its 
conllrudlion,  and  pernicious  in  the 
effeft.  They  alledged,  that  it 
threw  fo  much  power  into  the 
hands  of  the  governor  as  rendered 
him  in  a  great  degree  independent 
of  the  council ;  and  to  this  want 
of  controul  they  attributed  the 
moll  ruinous  confequences  ;  parti- 
cularly charging  the  late  gover- 
nor, (who  had  fome  fmall  time  be- 
fore the  invafion  returned  co  Eng- 
land) with  withholding  from  them 
the  full  and  perfeft  information 
which  he  had  received  at  various 
times,  and  in  fome  inllances  long 
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before  his  departure,  of  Hyder's 
preparations  and  defigns.  Their 
charges  againft  the  majority  were 
of  the  fame  nature  with  thofe,  for 
a  reprefentation  of  which,  Mr. 
Sadlier  had  been  degraded  ;  like 
him,  they  laid  all  the  prefent  ca- 
lamities at  their  door.  They  like- 
wife  objedted,  in  ftrong  terms,  to 
the  difpatches  which  were  then 
making  up  for  Europe.  A  fa- 
vourable reprefentation  of  condufl 
and  tranfadiions,  was,  they  faid, 
in  a  certain  degree  allowable  ;  but 
a  ftatement  of  things  infupportable 
by  fads,  was  not-  to  be  endured, 
nor  could  the  purpofe  it  was  in  - 
tended  to  produce  be  of  much 
avail,  as  the  detedlion,  at  no  great 
diitance  of  time,  would  be  ine- 
vitable. 

In  this  feafon  of  diforder,  a  mu- 
tinous fplrit  appeared,  and  great 
dilturbances  broke  our,  among  the 
Sepoys  in  the  northern  Circars. 
That  order  of  men,  in  general, 
bear  a  mortal  averfion  to  voyages 
by  fea ;  fo  that  it  requires  not  only 
the  mort  perfedt  difcipiine,  but  a 
iuong  attachment  to  their  com- 
manders, to  induce  them  to  forego 
a  prejudice,  which  is  founded  as 
much  in  the  peculiar  maxims,  ha- 
bits, and  rites  of  their  religion, 
as  in  their  natural  apprehenfion  of 
an  element  with  which  they  have 
fo  little  acquaintance.  It  being 
now  neceffary  to  draw  fome  of  the 
troops  from  the  northern  Circars, 
and  the  way  by  land  being  im- 
practicable, they  were  ordered  to 
take  their  pafTage  by  fea,  which 
the  Sepoys  abfolutely  refufmg  to 
comply  with,  the  endeavour  to 
force  them  to  fo  hated  and  dreaded 
an  adventure,  produced  the  dif- 
tuibances  we  have  mentioned.  At 
the    prefidency    of    Mazulipatam, 


the  mutiny  was  quelled,  and  order 
with  difficulty  rcltored,  through 
the  addrefs  of  the  commanding 
pfficer ;  the  point  of  embarkation 
being,  however,  given  up ;  but 
at  yizigapatam,  the  Sepoys  pro- 
ceeded to  the  moft  extreme  out- 
rages, and  after  killing  feveral  of 
their  officers,  made  a  complete 
plunder  of  the  place,  the  property 
of  individuals  being  no  more 
fpared  than  that  of  the  company. 
The  revolted  Sepoys  then  marched 
off  in  a  body,  with  their  arms  and 
plunder ;  their  farther  defign  be- 
ing not  lefs  alarming,  than  their 
part  adts  had  been  prejudicial. 

In  this  rtate  of  danger  and  ge- 
neral dilaffedlion  it  was  no  matter 
of  wonder,  that  Sitteram  Rauze, 
a  man  always  of  bad  charafter, 
(hould  now  Ihew  how  unworthy 
he  was  of  the  unaccountable  fa- 
vour which  he  had  lately  met  with 
at  Madras ;  but  it  was  fcarcely  to 
be  expefted  that  nis  eldell:  brother, 
at  whofe  expence  Sitteram  had 
been  placed  in  great  opulence, 
authority,  and  poiTeffion,  (altho* 
his  diredt  reverfe  in  every  thing) 
fnould  fo  far  forget  the  recent 
wrong,  as  to  give,  in  this  tryino^ 
feafon,  a  fignal  proof  of  his  fide- 
lity. Whilll  Sitteram  kept  at  a 
diitance,  and  evaded  giving  any 
affiitance  towards  the  prefervation 
of  the  country,  which,  under  the 
example  of  the  Sepoys,  and  the 
dilfatis faction  of  the  people,  was 
on  the  point  of  throwing  off  all 
allegiance  to  the  company,  the  in- 
jured Vizeram  Rauze  immediately 
collected  the  troops  of  his  remain- 
ing zemindary,  and  with  the  vigo- 
rous affillance  of  another  zemindar, 
in  fimilar  circumliances,  who  had 
likewife  lort  a  part  or  the  wliole  of 
his  poffeflions,  the  mutineers  were 
puriued 
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piirfued  with  fiich  fpirit  and  effeft, 
that  after  conliderable  lofs,  they 
were  not  only  obliged  to  difperle, 
but  to  abandon  their  arms,  and 
much  of  their  plunder. 

While  the  prcfidency  of  Madras 
were  thus  in  every  degree  dillrefled 
at  home,  their  lettlements  on  the 
Malabar  Coaft  were  fo  ftraitened 
and  endangered  by  the  enemy, 
and  the  troops  fo  much  wanted  in 
the  Carnatic,  that  a  refclution 
was  palled,  for  abandoning  the 
antient  fettlement  and  important 
poll  of  Tellicherry ;  being  thus 
reduced  to  the  fad  neceffity  of  a 
dereliction  of  fome  of  their  pofTef- 
fions,  in  order  to  be  the  better  en- 
abled to  preferve  the  reft.  Thro' 
a  fubfequent  change  of  circum- 
il;ances,  Tellicherry  was  fortu- 
nately preferved ;  the  garrifon  be- 
ing relieved  by  Sir  Edward 
Hughes,  _who  conveyed  a  rein- 
forcement to  them  from  Bombay. 
They  lil^ewife  difpatched  a  letter 
to  Bombay,  ftating  the  urgent 
neceffity  they  were  under  for  the 
fpeedy  return  of  the  troops  which 
had  been  fent  to  fupport  General 
Goddard  in  the  Guzerat  war. 
And  the  prcfidency  renewed  their 
applications  to  Bengal,  in  llill 
more  prelUng  terms,  for  Ipeedy 
iupplies  of  money  and  of  troops. 
This  was  enforced  by  a  letter  from 
Sir  Edward  Kughes,  who,  be- 
fides  ftating  the  imminent  danger 
of  the  Carnatic,  inueated,  in  the 
moft  urgent  manner,  the  governor 
general  2nd  council,  to  lay  afide 
all  plans  againft  the  Marattas,  and 
to  direfTi  their  force  and  attention 
to  oppofe  Hyder  and  the  French, 
who  were  undoubtedly  afting  in 
concert.  The  arrival  of  a  French 
force  from  the  iHands  \\&i  at  this 
time  hourly  expedled. 


The  prefent  misfortunes,  along 
with  the  necelnty  of  fuccour  from 
Bengal,  and  the  apprehenfion  of 
the  Nizam's  joining  Hyder  Aliy, 
ferved  all  together  at  this  time,  to 
quicken  the  determination  of  the 
prefidency  on  the  buunefs  of  the 
Guntoor  Circar ;  which  had  been 
fo  long  delayed,  and  produftive  of 
fo  much  altercation  v/ith  the  fu- 
preme  council.  Orders  were  iiTued 
for  refloring  that  Circar  to  Bazalet 
Jung,  as  well  as  for  withdrawing 
the  Nabob's  m.vinagers;  and  thele 
were  followed  by  letters  to  that 
prince  and  to  his  bro-  o  ^  j 
ther.  in  that  to  the  ^  -^ 
Nizam,  bef:des  inform.ing  him  of 
a  tranfaclion  which  he  had  fo  much 
at  heart  as  tiie  reftoraiion  of  the 
Circar,  they  lamented  the  long 
difappointment  they  found  to  their 
hopes,  of  being  al>le  to  pay  him 
their  arrears  oi  the  pefcufii  due  for 
the  other  Circars  ;  but  hoped  he 
would  believe  their  afTurances, 
that  they  would  neglecl  no  oppor- 
tunity for  the  future  of  making 
good  the  balances ;  and  fatis- 
faftion  being  given  on  that  point 
they  exprefied  a  confident  hope, 
"  that  his  highnefs  would  aifi  ac- 
"  cording  to  the  trearies  fubfifting 
"  between  him  and  the  company, 
"  and  endeavour  to  the  utmoft  of 
"  his  power  to  check  the  defigns 
"  of  their  enemies." 

Hyder,  as  loon  as  his  army  had 
recovered  the  efteds  of  their  late 
vidory,  prepared  to  renew  the 
fiege  of  Arcot.  That  place,  ex- 
cluiive  of  its  being  the  Nabob's 
capita],  was  of  the  greateft  im- 
portance to  both  fides  J  from  its 
being  nothing  lefs  than  a  prodigi- 
ous magazine  of  all  manner  of 
ftcres,  provifions,  and  neceii'aries, 
and  that  in  fo  ample  a  degree,  as 
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)£o  be  equal  to  the  fupport  if  not 
the  equipment  of"  a  large  army ; 
and  its  being  beiides  {o  capacious, 
as  to  airord  cover  and  fecurity  as 
well  as  fubfiflence.  It  was  defend- 
ed by  about  7,000  of  the  Nabob's 
people,  of  all  forts,  in  arms,  and 
about  150  of  the  company's  Eu- 
ropean infantry  and  artillery,  with 
a  few  companies  of  their  Sepoys. 
The  place  fecmed  capable  of  a 
long  defence,  at  leail  againft  an 
Indian  army  ;  but  befides  the  little 
dependance  that  was  to  be  placed 
on  the  Nabob's  people,  Hyder's 
army  was  now  become  truly  for- 
midable even  in  fieges.  Kis  befl 
troops,  and  thefe  were  fufficiently 
numerous,  were  compcfed  prin- 
cipally of  deferters  from  the  com- 
pany and  the  Nabob's  fervice, 
who  had  been  trained  up  and  dif- 
ciplined  by  Englidi  officers.  His 
approaches  were  accordingly  con- 
duced with  fiich  regularity,  his 
attacks  fo  well  fupported,  and  his 
artillery  fo  well  ferved,  as  could 
not  but  greatly  furprize  the  Eu- 
ropeans in  garrifon  ;  who  were  par- 
ticularly aitonifhed,  and  no  lefs  dif- 
heartened,  at  the  facility  with  which 
his  batteries  difmuunted  their  can- 
non. 

In  the  mean  time,  his  cavalry 
were  fo  tjioroughly  mailers  of  the 
country,  that  even  in  the  camp 
near  Madras,  the  troops  could  not 
venture  two  miles  from  their  en- 
trenchments; and  fuch  was  the 
difaffcL^^ion  that  prevailed  in  the 
Nab)b's  garrifons  that  feveral  of 
his  fi:rts  were  furrendered  to  par- 
ties of  the  enemies  horfe,  without 
the  firing  of  a  fmgle  fhot  on  ei- 
ther fide.  Nor  was  it  among  the 
fmallell:  evils  or  misfortunes  of  the 
prefent  time,  that  the  governm--nt 
^kd  become  fo  generally  odious  to 


the  people  as  to  have  it  fuppofed, 
jthat  there  was  fcarcely  a  native 
from  one  end  of  the  Carnatic  to 
the  o'ther,  who  did  not  wifli  fuccefs 
to  Hyder's  arms. 

The  government  of  Bengal  were 
fo  little  fatisfied  with  the  part,  and 
placed  fo  little  confidence  in  the 
future  condud  of  Madras,  that 
they  did  not  think  it  fitting,  upon 
the  firlt  account  which  they  re- 
ceived of  the  invafion,  to  cake  any 
immediate  meafures  towards  their 
relief;  coniidcring  it  as  better  to 
wait  for  fuch  further  information, 
as  would  not  only  enable  them  to 
afcertain  the  degree  of  afliftance  that 
was  really  necelfary,  but  likcwife  to 
adopt  fuch  meafures  as  Ihould  infure 
its  right  application. 

But  when  accounts  were  receiv- 
ed of  the  fevcre  "blow  fuftained  in 
the  lofs  of  Col.  Baillie's  detach- 
ment, and  of  the  danger  and  ruia 
which  involved  the  v/hole  Car- 
natic, the  molt  vigorous  meafures 
of  relief  were  immediately  adopt- 
ed ;  to  which,  however,  the  mon- 
foon  feafon  then  prevailing  was  a 
great  impediment,  A  confider- 
able  reinforcejnent  of  European 
troops  by  fea,  with  a  fupply  of 
fifteen  lacks  of  rupees  in  money, 
was  immediately  refolved;  and  as 
the  repugnance  of  ttie  Sepoys  to  all 
expeditions  on  that  element  was 
too  ftrong  to  be  fafely  meddled 
with,  it  was  determined,  as  fboi* 
as  the  feafon  and  roads  would  ad- 
mit, to  fend  a  ftrong  body  of  thofe 
forces  to  the  relief  of  the  Carnatic 
by  land.  But  this  being  a  mea- 
fure  of  much  doubt,  delay  and 
difficulty,  no  great  reliance  was 
probably  placed  on  its  fucccfs. 
For  the  route  of  the  Sepoys,  in 
their  way  to  the  northern  Circirs, 
was,    of   neccflity,   thiough    Moo- 
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dajee  Boofla's  territories  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Oriffa  ;  and  that  prince's 
difpofition  was  not  only  doubt- 
ful, but  his  fon  was  then  ad- 
vanced with  a  ftrong  army  to  the 
borders  of  Bengal,  and  lay  in  the 
Cuttack,  full  in  the  courfe  which 
they  {hould  pafs,  with  views  ap- 
parently hoftile.  Meafures  were 
at  the  fame  time  taken  by  the  fu- 
preme  council,  for  a  plentiful  fup- 
ply  of  grain,  as  foon  as  it  could 
be  done,  to  Madras ;  and  a  quan- 
tity of  faked  provifions  were  di- 
reftly  fent,  to  provide  againft  the 
neceflities  of  a  fiege,  if  fo  unex- 
pefted  an  extremity  ihould  poffibly 
occur. 

But  all  the  hopes  of  the  fupreme 
council,  for  retrieving  the  Britifh 
affairs  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel, 
were  centered  in  the  abilities  and 
fervices  of  that  experienced  and 
diftinguiflied  officer.  Gen.  Sir  Eyre 
Coote ;  who  was  then  a  mem- 
ber of  their  own  body,  as  well 
as  commander  in  chief  of  all  the 
forces  in  India.  It  was  urged 
in  council,  that  the  danger  im- 
pending en  the  company's  interells 
in  the  Carnatic  might  be  eafily  re- 
pelled, even  by  its  own  immediate 
force,  if  that  were  properly  ap- 
plied and  condufted  — But  that  it 
did  not  appear  to  have  been  pro- 
perly applied,  nor  could  it  be  ex- 
pected to  be  properly  condu£led, 
*'  unlefs  Sir  Eyre  Coote  would  at 
'*  this  crifis  ftand  forth,  and  vin- 
"  dicate,  in  his  own  perfon,  the 
"  rights  and  honour  of  the  Britilh 
"  arms." 

A  refolution  was  accordingly 
pafTed,  to  intreat  Sir  Eyre  Coote 
to  take  upon  him  the  command  of 
the  army,  and  the  application  of 
the  means  for  the  relief  and  deli- 
veraiice  of  the  Carnatic  j  a  requi- 


iitixjn  with  which,  notwithfland- 
ing  the  badnefs  of  the  feafcn,  and 
the  precarious  (late  of  his  health, 
he  immediately  complied.  Doubts 
being  then  fuggefted,  and  the 
queftion  agitated,  upon  the  pro- 
priety of  entrufting  fo  large  a  fum 
of  money  as  15  lacks  of  rupees  to 
the  management  of  thofe,  whofe 
mifapplication  and  wafte  had,  it 
was  alledged,  brought  on  their 
own  prefent  neceffiiies  and  dan- 
gers, it  was  refolved,  that  the 
treafure  (hould  be  configned  to  the 
care  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  and  by 
him,  to  be  appropriated  exclu- 
fively  to  military  fervices ;  with, 
however,  a  difcretionary  autho- 
rity in  the  general,  of  advancing 
any  part  of  it  on  the  requifition  of 
the  prefident  and  feledt  committee 
of  Fort  St.  George,  but  being  him- 
felf  to  determ.ine  on  the  expediency 
of  the  meafare. 

The  fupreme  council  comma, 
nicated,  both  to  the  prelidency 
of  Madras,  and  to  Sir  Edward 
Hughes,  an  early  account  of  the 
meafures  of  relief  which  they  were 
taking  ;  together  with  an  a(rurance 
of  their  difpofition  to  a  peace  with 
the  Marattas,  and  their  deter- 
mination to  make  fpeedy  propofals 
for  that  purpofe.  Upon  this  head 
they  were,  however,  more  full  with 
that  admiral  than  with  the  prefi- 
dency,  as  an  anfwer  to  the  letter 
which  he  had  fo  lately  written  upon 
the  fubject ;  they  alfo  requeued, 
that  he  would,  if  po(rible,  diredl  the 
operations  of  his  fquadron  againft 
Plyder's  ports  and  (hipping  on  the 
Malabar  Coaft. 

Sir  Eyre  Coote's  voyage  was 
unufually  (hort  and  favourable, 
for  the  fcafon,  he  being  only  23 
days  on  his  palTage  from  Calcutta 
to  Madras,  where  he  arrived  on 
9  the 
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the  5th  of  November.  He  brought 
with  him  two  hundred  European 
artillery,  fix  companies  of  infantry, 
one  of  volunteers,  and  between  fix 
and  feven  hundred  Lafcars.  With 
this  reinforcement,  more  confider- 
able  indeed  from  the  intrinfic  va- 
lue of  the  troops  than  their  num- 
ber, the  whole  force  which  he 
could  colleft  in  two  months  time 
at  the  Mount,  (where  he  encamp- 
ed) fcarcely  exceeded  7>oco  men. 
The  monfoon  airorded  a  fsafonable 
colour  for  inaftion,  with  an  army 
which  was  in  every  refpedt  inca- 
pable of  taking  the  field.  The 
protedlion  of  Madras  was  the  ut- 
moft,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  things, 
that  could  be  hoped  for. 

The  city  of  Arcot  had  been 
taken  by  affault  a  few  days  before 
the  arrival  of  the  general ;  and  the 
fort  or  citadel,  which  was  capable 
of  a  long  defence,  was  given  up 
*j  J  three  days  after.  Hy- 
^  *  der,  who  feems  to  have 
been  feldom  deficient  in  fuiting 
his  condud  to  the  occafion,  what- 
ever that  might  be,  difplayed  an 
extraordinary  degree  of  humanity 
and  kindnefs  to  the  prifoners  taken 
in  Arcot-  Thcfc  found  means  to 
inform  their  countrymen  in  the 
fort  of  the  generous  treatment  and 
kindnefs  which  they  had  experi- 
enced ;  and  at  the  fame  time  that 
they  extolled  the  conqueror,  to- 
tally condemning  their  folly  and 
obltinacy,  in  fruitlefsly  refilling 
the  arms  of  fo  great  and  excellent  a 
prince.  The  confequence  was, 
that  all  the  Sepoys  to  a  man  dc- 
ferted  the  fort  in  the  night,  and 
went  over  to  Hyder,  leaving  their 
European  officers  to  provide  for 
themfelves  as  tliey  might ;  who 
were  accordingly  obliged  to  fur- 
rsiider  the  place  and  themfelves. 


It  was  undoubtedly  the  difaf- 
feftion  of  the  Nabob's  people, 
which  occafioned  the  continual 
differences  that  prevailed  between 
them  and  the  Europeans  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  fiege  ;  and  to 
both  caufes  may  be  attributed  their 
afterwards  charging  them  with 
the  lofs  of  the  place,  when,  being 
prifoners,  they  were  equally  inca- 
pable of  knowing  the  charge,  and 
of  making  any  defence  if  they  had. 
That  Arcot  was  loll  through  their 
own  treachery,  there  is  every  rea- 
fon  for  believing ;  and  if  others 
were  wanting,  Hyder's  taking  the 
Nabob's  principal  officer  there  into 
his  fervice  and  particular  confi- 
dence, immediately  after  the  cap- 
ture, might  be  confidered  as  no 
flight  evidence.  Indeed  it  had 
flipped  (with  more  inadvertence 
than  could  have  been  well  ex- 
pelled) from  Hyder  long  before, 
that  he  had  full  information  of  the 
moft  fecret  tranfadions  of  the  Na- 
bob's court. 

In  two  days  after  the  general's 
arrival  at  Madras,  he  took  hi* 
feat  as  fecond,  in  the  council, 
and  produced  the  orders  which  he 
had  conveyed  from  the  fupremc 
government  of  Bengal,  for  the 
fufpenfion  of  Mr.  Whitehill,  the 
prefident.  This  meafure  princi- 
pally proceeded  from  his  obftinate 
perieverance  in  thofe  tranfadlions 
relative  to  Bazalet  Jung  and  the 
Guntoor  Circar,  which  had  fo 
much  alienated  the  Nizam  from 
the  company's  interefls  ;  notvvith- 
ftanding  the  long  repeated  -m- 
jundions  of  the  fupreme  council 
to  the  contrary.  That  gentleman 
now  totally  difclaimed,  and  pro- 
telled  againft,  the  authority  of  the 
fupreme  council,  to  deprive  him  of 
his  office  of  prefident  and  gover- 
nor ; 
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nor  ;  and  held  every  member  of  the 
adminiftration,  who  (hould  fub- 
mit  to  it  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
to  be  anfwerable  to  the  company 
for  the  fubverfion  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  to  him,  for  any  lofs  he 
might  furtain  in  his  perfon  or  li- 
berty. The  fufpenfion  was  how- 
ever confirmed  by  a  majority  of 
the  council ;  and  the  late  prefi- 
dent  afiumed  a  merit  from  that 
moderation,  which  induced  him 
to  prevent  the  evils  of  a  civil  war 
by  fubmitting.  Mr.  Smith,  as 
next  to  the  chair,  fucceeded  to 
the  government. 

The  fituation  of  affairs  in  the 
Carnatic,  at  the  time  of  Sir  Eyre 
Coote's  arrival,  was  fo  deplorable, 
as  far  to  exceed  all  report  and  ima- 
gination upon  the  fubj«<ft  ;  and 
the  unaccountable  nfigledl  which 
had  marked  every  department  of 
adminiftration,  feemed  rather  the 
eft'eft  of  fome  fatality,  than  of  in- 
dolence or  weaknefs.  That  ge- 
neral obferves  in  his  letters  to  the 
directors,  as  well  as  to  fome  of  the 
principal  officers  of  the  ftate,  that 
the  fame  inadivity  and  bad  policy 
which  had  operated,  in  not  col- 
lefting  the  troops,  in  the  defeft  of 
every  kind  of  preparation,  in  leav- 
ing the  paffes  open  to  Hyder's  en- 
trance, and,  iff  lb  many  other  ru- 
inous inftances,  were  Itill  preva- 
lent at  the  time  of  his  arrival ; 
and  that  what  ought  to  have  been 
their  firft  care,  lay  as  much  neg- 
lected as  if  no  enemy  had  been 
near.  That  even  the  necefTary 
arrangements  for  the  fecurity  of 
Fort  St.  George,  the  very  found- 
ation of  our  exiftence  on  that  coaft, 
had  not  b?cn  made  ;  that  no  pains 
had  been  taken,  to  repair  the  Ihat- 
tered  con  litiun  of  the  very   fmall 


army  that  remained  for  their  de'- 
fence;  that  the  field  artillery  ref- 
quifite  for  a  campaign,  was  fo  fat 
from  being  in  readinefs,  that  thfe 
carriages  were  then  making  up. 
That  the  troops  were  difpirited* 
the  Seapoys  deferting,  the  country 
defblated,  the  inhabitants  treach- 
erous, all  communications  cut  off, 
their  provifions  confumed,  and 
their  refources  exhauftcd.  That 
the  Nabob,  fo  far  from  being  ablft 
to  give  afliflance  in  this  exigency*  * 
had  neither  men,  money,  or  in- 
fluence, and  looked  up  to  thfe 
company  for  the  fupport  of  his 
intereils  and  credit.— After  ftating 
the  dangerous  and  ruinous  ccnduft 
which  had  been  purfued  with  re- 
fpeft  to  Fondicherry,  (the  effefts 
of  which  will  appear)  he  obferves* 
that  to  all  the  difadvantages,  ari- 
fing  from  thefe  misfortunes,  and 
from  the  mifcondudl  of  govern- 
ment, on  one  fide,  fhould  be  added* 
the  increafe  of  fuperiority  to  the 
enemy,  ariiing  from  his  good  po- 
licy, as  well  as  from  the  flrength 
and  fuccefs  of  his  arms ;  "  tor, 
"  that  Hyder  had  taken  every 
"  m.cafure  which  could  occur  to 
"  the  moll  experienced  general, 
"  to  diilrefs  us,  and  to  render 
"  himfelf  formidable  ;  and,  that 
"  his  conduft  in  his  civil  capacity 
"  had  been  fupported  by  a  degree 
"  of  political  addrefs,  unequalled 
"  by  any  power  that  had  yet  ap» 
"  peared  in  Hindoftan." 

Such  was  the  enemy,  with  whorti 
the  Eaft-Tndia  Company  were  now 
engaged  in  fo  arduous  a  conteil  j 
and  f  uch  was  part  of  a  pidture  of 
the  affairs  of  the  Carnatic,  drawn, 
upon  the  fpot,  at  the  clofe  of  the 
year  1780,  by  Sir  Eyre  Coote. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. 


IV. 


Sir  Eyre  Ccote*s  dejign  cf  relie'ving  the  hejieged  fortrejjes  confirmed  hy  the 
opinion  of  the  council  oj-ivar,  and  the  approbation  of  the  fcleil  committee^ 
Hyder  raifes  the  Jiege  cf  Wande^wajh,  and  retires  ^with  precipitation,  on 
the  approach  of  the  BritiJJj  army.  The  other  beleaguered  places  relie-i<ed 
and  jupplied.  Dangers  arifing  from  the  perfidy  of  the  French  at  Pondi- 
cherry  obviated,  by  the  General's  difarming  the  inhabitants,  defiroyin? 
their  boats,  and  removing  their  magazines  from  Carangally.  Hyder' s 
Jhipping  dejiroycd  in  his  cvjn  ports  by  Sir  Edvsard  Hughes.  Sir  Eyre 
Coote  marches  to  Porto  Aoi>o,  to  frufirate  the  enemy's  defign  on  Tritchi- 
napoli,  Hyder' s  immenfs  force.  Numberlefs  difiiculties  %vhich  the  Eng- 
lijh  General  had  to  furmount.  Grand  battle  on  the  \fi  of  July.  Hyder' s 
vafi  hofi,  after  a  very  long  and  obfiinate  eiigagement,  defeated.  Hyder 
retreats  tcvjards  Arcot,  and  Tippoo  Saib  raifes  the fiege  cf  Wandevculh. 
Englij'h  General  marches  to  the  northvjard,  and  forms  a  jimSiion  -with  the 
forces  from  Bengal.  Takes  Trepaffore,  defeats  Hyder,  in  a  hard  and 
difficult  confiitl,  on  the  z-jth  of  Augiifl.  Defeats  him  a  third  time  on  the 
■zjth  of  September.  Succeeding  actions,  in  ".vhich  the  Englijb  army  is 
cotifiantly  vicarious.  Dutch  Jettlcmcnts  on  the  ifiand  of  Sumatra  fub~ 
dued.  Sir  Ed-ivard  Hughes,  and  Gen.  Sir  Heiior  Monro,  befiege  Ne<ra- 
patam  by  Sea  and  land.  Place  firrcndered,  upon  conditicns.  The  Admi^ 
ral  proceeds  to  the  ifiand  of  Ceylon,  and  takes  the  Dutch  forts  and  fettU" 
7?ient  cf  Trincamale.  • 


MONG  the  good  confe- 
quences  which  attended  Sir 
Eyre  Coote's  coming  to  take  the 
command  in  the  Carnatic,  the 
unanimi:y  which  from  ihence  pre- 
vailed in  the  government  was  far 
from  being  the  leaR.  The  coun- 
cil were  unanimous  in  his  fup- 
port,  and  wifely  committed  the 
whole  condudl  and  management 
of  the  war,  without  rei'erve,  into 
his  hands.  An  appearance  of  vi- 
gour, in  defpite  of  weaknefs  and 
of  all  the  wretched  circumftances 
of  affairs,  accordingly  took  place 
in  every  department ;  and  the 
enemy,  imprelTed  with  a  fenfe  of 
the  general's  fame  and  military 
abilities,  became  more  guarded  iu 
ihsir  condud. 


Hyder's  army  was  by  this  time 
prodigioufly  augmented  ;  his  force, 
within  the  Carnatic,  was  fuppofed 
far  to  exceed  a  hundred  thoufand 
men;  and  fome  accounts  went  i'o 
far,  as  to  eftimate  his  matchlock 
men,  and  irregular  infantry  only, 
at  not  lefs  than  80,000.  7'he 
weaknefs  of  the  army  at  Madras, 
the  neceflity  by  which  he  knew  it 
was  tied  down  to  the  prote£lion 
of  that  place,  together  with  the 
multitude  of  his  own  troops,  en- 
couraged and  enabled  Hvder,  after 
the  taking  of  Arcot,  to  lay  fiege, 
at  one  and  the  fame  time,  to  feve- 
ral  of  the  principal  fortrelTes  in 
the  Carnatic, 

Few  generals  have  had  a  more 
difficult  game  to  plav,  or  a  greater 

/lake 
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ftake  depending,  than  Sir  Eyre 
Coote  at  this  jundure.  His 
whole  force  did  not  exceed  7,coo 
men.  Yet  with  what  may  be 
comparatively  called  a  handful  of 
men,  his  dependance  was  fo  great 
on.  the  goodneis  of  the  troops,  and 
upon  his  own  ability,  that  in  any 
Jefs  critical  Itate  of  war,  he  would, 
without  hefitation,  have  met  Ry- 
der's valt  hoft  in  the  field.  But 
every  thing  was  now  at  ftake.  The 
fate  of  Madras,  of  the  Britifn  in- 
terefts  in  the  Carnatic,  and  per- 
haps in  all  India,  to  the  very 
'exiftence  of  the  Englllh  name,  be- 
ing wrapt  up  in  that  of  die  fmall 
army  he  commanded,  a  greater 
degree  of  confideration  became 
Bcceffary.  And,  befides  the  prin- 
cipal danger  of  any  misfortune  to 
the  army,  it  was  forefeen  that 
Madras  itfelf  might  be  expofed 
during  its  abfence,  however  fuc- 
cefsful  he  might  be  in  relieving 
the  befieged  fortrefTes.  The  mul- 
titude of  Hyder's  troops  enabled 
him  to  make  detachments  to  any 
amount,  and  the  celerity  of  his 
numerous  irregular  cavalry,  laid 
all  parts  open  to  their  fudcen  en- 
terprize ;  while  his  main  army, 
inflead  of  being  weakened,  was 
rendered  more  manageable  by  de- 
taching. 

In  thefe  critical  circumftances, 
and  under  fuch  a  weight  of  danger 
and  of  perfonal  refponfibiliiy,  the 
general  thought  it  wife  and  ne- 
ccflary,  to  take  all  the  counfel 
which  it  was  in  his  power  to  ob- 
tain ;  his  own  opinion  going 
ftrongly,  under  a  fail  fenfe  of  all 
the  poifible  confequences,  to  the 
relief  of  thofe  fortrefTes,  which 
u-ere  the  moil  important,  and  in 
the  greateft   danger.     Ke   accord- 


ingly drew  a  fliort  but  compre- 
henfive  feetch  of  the  prefent  Situ- 
ation of  things  in  writing,  fully 
ftating  the  value,  importance,  and 
refpedive  danger  of  the  objefts  in 
view,  the  degrees  of  hope  and  ap- 
prehenfion  to  which  the  propofed 
meafure  of  relief  would  be  liable, 
with  his  own  opinion  upon  the 
whole ;  and  calling  a  council  of 
war,  compofed  of  Sir  Heftor  Mon- 
ro, Lord  Macleod,  and  Brigadier 
General  Stuart,  laid  it  before 
them,  defiring,  that  after  the  moft 
mature  confideration,  they  would 
give  their  feparate  opinions  ia 
writing  upon  the  fubjedl. 

Vellore,  Wandewalh,  Perma- 
coil,  and  Chingleput  were  the 
places  befieged ;  the  firft,  from 
its  fituation  and  ftrength,  afforded 
no  caufe  of  immediate  apprehen- 
iion,  excepting  from  the  treachery 
of  the  garrifon ;  but  fome  of  the 
others  were  in  imminent  danger; 
and  as  they  contained  large  ma- 
gazines of  provifions,  the  fupply 
of  tlie  enemy  in  that  refpedl,  as 
well  as  with  their  artillery  and 
ftores,  would  have  been  a  two- fold 
prejudice.  It  was  remarkable  in 
the  ftatement  upon  this  fubjedl 
prefented  by  the  general,  that  he 
obferved,  as  a  known  fadt,  that 
they  had  not  only  Hyder,  but  the 
whole  Carnatic  to  combat  againft ; 
fo  that  they  could  not  hope  for 
die  fmalleft  affiftance,  in  any  part 
of  the  road  through  which  they 
were  to  march,  or  of  the  country 
which  they  might  enter :  and  he 
informs  them,  that  the  treachery 
of  one  of  the  Nabob's  renters,  in 
endeavouring  to  betray  Vellore  to 
the  enemy,  having  been  fortu- 
nately difcovered  by  the  com- 
mander of  that  garrifon,  he  had 
ordered 
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orJf:rcd  -  him  to  be  put  in  irons; 
hoping,  he  faid,  "  that  he  might 
"  be  inltrumen;al  to  the  difco- 
"  very  of  thofe  dark  dcfigns, 
"  which  he  had  long  fufpected 
"  to  exift  in  the  court  of  a  native 
"  power,  living  under  the  very 
"  walls  of  our  garrifon  of  Fort 
"  St.  George." 

The  three  general  officers  coin- 
cided entirely  in  opinion  with  Sir 
Eyre  Coote,  for  the  march  of  the 
army  to  the  relief  of  the  bcfieged 
places ;  and  as  Wandewarti  was  in 
immediate  and  imminent  danger, 
and  it  was  expedled  that  Hyder 
would  colleft  his  v/hole  force,  and 
ufe  his  utmoll  eiYcrts,  to  prevent 
their  palling  the  river  Palaar, 
which  lay  in  their  way  to  that 
place.  Sir  He<5lor  Monro,  fo  far 
from  being  difcou raged  by  that 
circumilance,  declared  there  was 
nothing  more  to  be  wifhcd,  than 
the  bringing  him  to  a  general 
action ;  at  the  fame  time  gene- 
roufly  declaring  his  confidence, 
that  tiie  army  would  be  fuccefsful 
under  its  prefent  leader.  Upon 
the -fame  ground,  he  did  not  wilh 
•that  the  commander  in  chief 
ftiould  be  fettered  by  a  refolution, 
for  the  immediate  return  of  the 
army  to  the  proteftion  of  Madras, 
when  the  intended  fervice  was 
performed ;  but  on  the  contrary, 
that  it  lliould  be  left  entirely  to 
his  own  difcretion  to  aft  in  that 
refped't,  as  future  information 
might  indicate,  or  circumftances 
point  out. 

So  nice,  notwithftanding,  was 
the  caution  of  the  general  in  this 
critical  and  momentous  bufinefs, 
that  he  departed  from  the  ellab- 
lilhed  military  rule  in  fuch  cafes, 
by  laying  the  whole  proceedings 
of  the  council  of  war  before  the 
Vol.  XXV. 


fclecl  committee,  defiring  their 
advice  upon  the  fubjedl;  a  mea- 
fure,  however  irregular  and  un- 
ul'ual,  which  could  not  fail  effec- 
tually to  rivet  their  confidence  in 
him.  The  event  was,  a  fall  ap- 
probation of  the  opinion  of  the 
council  of  war. 

Sir  Eyre  Coote  marched  at  ihs 
head  of  the  army  from  the  en- 
campment   at    the   mount,   to  the 

relief  of  Wandewafli,       -,  , 

,      •     •  c       I 'in.  17th, 

in   t:ie  begmning    or       •'        „'     ' 

the  year.   Hyuer  Ally,  ' 

upon  the  firft  account  of  his  ap- 
proach, not  only  raifed  the  fiege 
of  Wandewafh  with  precipitation, 
but  abandoned  all  the  others  in 
the  fame  manner ;  and  fo  far  fro.ii 
meeting  the  Englifli  array  in  the 
field,  or  oppofing,  as  was  ex- 
pedled,  their  palfing  the  Palaar, 
retired  with  his  whole  force  to 
a  cautious  and  guarded  diftancd. 
Thus  the  beleaguered  places  were 
not  only  relieved  and  provided, 
and  other  garrifons  that  were  weak 
and  expofcd  reinforced,  but  a 
great  extent  of  country  was  re- 
covered, and  a  new  frontier  form- 
ed ;  and  from  hence.  Sir  Eyre 
Coote  contini'.mg  to  keep  the  field, 
and  prepared  every  where  to  look 
the  enemy  in  the  face,  provided 
as  effeclually  for  the  fecurity  of 
Madras,  as  if  the  army  had  been 
encamped  under  its  walls.  So 
fudden  a  change  in  the  face  of  af- 
fairs, rpftored  the  fpirit  and  confi- 
dence of  the  troops,  both  Europ  ^an 
and  native,  and  prepared  them  for 
every  exertion  which  their  comman- 
der might  require. 

The  perfidy  of  the  French  in- 
habitants of  Pondicherry,  who 
had  betn  treated  with  unexampled 
lenity  and  tenderncl's  fince  the  re- 
dudtion  of  that  place,  had  con- 
[r  ]  iributed 
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tiibuted    greatly    to    increafe    the  fenting  a  written  declaration,  figned 
alarm    and  confufion   of  the  Car-  with    their     names,    and    binding 
natic.     Thefe  people,  befides    the  themfelves  anew  to   the   moll   in- 
fullcil  proteflion  in    the    polFeffion  violable    fidelity ;    thus    rendering 
and  enjoyment  of  their  houfes  and  themfelves  doubly  criminal, 
eilates,  and  the   moft  liberal  con-  For  in  return  for  all  pad  favour 
ilrudlion  of  the    articles   of  capi-  and    prefent    confidence.     Colonel 
tulation  in  their  favour,  were  even  Brathwaite,  had  fcarcely  marched 
admitted  to  the  rights  of  fubjcfts,  with  his  troops  out  of  fight  of  the 
and   to  trafhck  under  the  Englifh  place,    when    the    French    inhabi- 
flag.     The   fortifications,    and  the  tants   fuddenly  rife  in  arms,  feize 
powder  magazine,  had  been  alone  and    plunder    the  folitary    Englilh 
demoliftied;  in  all   other   refpedls,  refident  who  had  been  left  to  fu- 
the   town,  port,  and  public  build-  perintend    their    condudl;    and    to 
ings,   were    left   in    their    former  complete  the  outrage,  compel  him, 
ftate.  with   fixed  bayonets  at  his  breaft. 
Upon    the     commencement     of  to   fign  a  written  inftrument,   the 
the  prefent  troubles,  as  it  became  contents    of  which   he    is    totally 
neceilary  to   withdraw   the  Britifh  unacquainted     with.       They    then 
troops  to  Madras,  it  was  thought  proceeded  to  raife  and  arm  two  or 
fitting  to  remove   the  French   of-  three    battalions    of   Sepoys,   moil 
ficers  and  veterans,  who,  through  of  whom,  having  compofed  a  part 
lenity,  and   a  tendernefs   for   their  of  the  late  garrifon,  had  received 
circumftances,   had    hitherto    been  the    fame     protection,     and    were 
left    upon   parole   at    Pondicherry,  bound  to  the  fame  conditions  with 
to   the    fame    place;    while    thefe  themfelves.      As    fome    cover    to 
gentlemen     exprefled      the      moll  this   breach   of   faith,  they,   how- 
grievous    apprehenfion,     left     this  ever,    pretended,    that    thefe    Se- 
removal  might  proceed   from   any  poys    were    in    Hyder's    pay   and 
doubt     of    their     honour    in    the  fervice ;  the  former  of  which   in- 
ftridleft  adherence  to  their  paroles,  deed    was    probably    true.      And, 
At  the  fame   time,  as  the  conduft  that    nothing    might    be    wanting 
of  the  inhabitants    had   lately  af-  for   the  reception  and   fupport   of 
forded  much  room  for  jealoufy,  and  the  fleet  and  army  which  they  ex- 
became   daily   more  fufpicious,   as  pefted   from   the   Mauritius,    they 
the  troubles   in   the    country,  and  proceeded    to   amafs   vail    quanti- 
the  expedation   of  the    arrival   of    ties  of  provifion  at  Carangolly,  a 
a   French  force  increafed,   it    was  town  at  fome  diftance  upon  the  fea 
in  contemplation  to   fend  the  late  coall. 

attorney  -  general,      with      feveral  Such  infraftions  of  faith  are  to 

other  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  be   condemned,  befides   their  own 

who,    from    their     conduft,    infiu-  inherent    turpitude,   as    they    tend 

ence,  or  turbulence,  were  deemed  to  difcourage  the  exercife  of  cle- 

the    moll     dangerous,    to    Madras  mency  and   moderation.      But  v.'e 

likewife.     Lenity,    however,    pre-  are  always  happy  to  find  councils 

vailed;  and  the  meafure  was  evaded,  ever  erring   on  the  fide   of  lenity 

by    thefe    perfons    renewing   their  juftified  by  the  final  event;  as  was 

allegiance,    and    voluntarily    pre-  the  cafe  in  the  prefent  inllance. 

2  Sur- 
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Surrounded,  however,  with  dif- 
ficulties and  dangers  on  all  ildes, 
as  Sir  Eyre  Coote  was  at  hh  firfl: 
arrival,  he  ftrongly  condemned  a 
degree  of  imprudent  fecurity,  thro' 
which  Pondicherry  was  permitted 
to  become  a  garrifon  and  place 
of  arms  for  the  reception  and  fup- 
port  of  a'  new,  as  well  as  of  the 
old  enemy.  One  of  his  firfl: 
meafures,  after  the  immediately 
neceffary  fervices,  of  obliging 
Hyder  to  raife  the  fieges,  and  of 
re-inforcing  and  fupplying  the 
weak  cr  cxpofed  garrifons,  was 
the  remedy  of  this  evil.  This 
he  accomplifhed  efFeftually,  by 
difarming  the  inhabitants  of  Pon- 
dicherry, by  the  deftruftion  of  all 
their  boats,  and  by  the  removal 
of  the  provifions  from  Carangolly. 
The  deftrudtion  of  the  boats  was 
in  a  peculiar  manner  timely  and 
fortunate ;  for  M.  de  Orves,  ar- 
rived with  a  fquadron  foon  after 
off  that  place,  and  being  fn  great 
diftrefs  for  water,  provifions  and 
other  neceffaries,  the  want  of  boats 
on  both  fides,  occafioned  his  quit- 
ting the  coaft  without  obtaining 
any  relief. 

In  the  mean  time.  Sir  Edward 
Hughes  had  performed  excellent 
fervice  on  the  Malabar  coaft  to- 
wards the  clofe  of  the  year,  and  of 
a  nature  the  moft  vexatious  that 
could  be  to  Hyder,  by  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  his  ihipplng  in  his  own 
ports  of  Calicut  and  Mangalore; 
and  thereby  nipping  in  the  bud 
his  hopes  of  becoming  a  formida- 
ble maritime  power,  which  was  a 
favourite  objeft  of  his  ambition. 

Sir  Eyre  Coote's  force  being  too 
weak  to  encourage  adventure,  and 
Hyder  too  cautious  to  hazard 
much    without    neceflity,   nothing 


of  confequence  took  place  for  fe- 
veral  months  between  the  armies. 

Such  a  ftate  of  things,  however, 
could  not  be  lafting.  Hyder  hav- 
ing made  preparations  for  the 
fiege  of  Tritchinapoly,  Sir  Eyre 
Coote  marched  with  the  army  to 
Porto  Novo,  as  well  to  fruftrats 
that  defign,  as  to  reprefs  his  de- 
predation on  the  fide  of  Tanjore, 
and  the  fouthern  provinces.  So 
Wretchedly  was  the  army  ftill  pro- 
vided for  the  field,  and  fo  forely 
the  want  of  a  provident  forefight, 
and  timely  preparation  yet  felt, 
that  the  general  could  not  have 
made  this  movement,  if  Sir  Ed- 
ward Hughes  had  not  attended  ac 
that  place,  to  fupply  him  with 
provifions  from  the  fhips ;  for  be- 
fides  the  paucity  in  number  of 
their  cattle  for  draught  and  bur- 
then, fo  miferable  was  the  condi- 
tion of  the  bullocks  they  had,  that 
they  were  fcarcely  able  to  drag  the 
artillery  in  any  manner  along, 
and  were  finking  under  the  mo- 
derate weight  of  that  proportion 
of  camp  equipage,  which  was  in- 
difpenfably  neceffary  to  the  fer- 
vice, and  could  be  conveyed  by 
no  other  means. 

Hyder  was  now  fo  confident  in 
the  ftrength  of  his  immenfe  army, 
and  fo  determined  on  his  objeft, 
that  he  departed  from  his  general 
refolution  of  avoiding  field-aftions 
with  the  Englifli,  rather  prefer- 
ring to  Hand  the  hazard  of  a  gene- 
ral engngement,  than  to  relinquifh 
his  defign  on  Tritchinapoly,  and 
his  views  on  the  fouthern  pro- 
vinces. Thus  impelled,  he  ad- 
vanced on  the  direct  road  which 
the  Englilli  army  were  to  take  on 
their  way  to  Cuddalore,  and  took 
an    exceedingly    well   chofen    and 
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advantageous  pofulon  within  a 
fiiort  diftancc  ot  our  camp,  while 
the  troops  were  engaged  in  pro- 
curing a  few  days  pro\  ificn  from 
the  Ihipping,  which,  through  the 
weather  and  furf,  was  with  no 
fmall  difficulty  landed. 

Kis  aimy  was  new  become 
enormous  in  bulk  and  number. 
Of  tliis  multitude,  ii.ooo  Topaf- 
fes,  clad  and  armed  after  the  Eu- 
ropean manner,  with  23  batta- 
lions of  regular  fepoys,  amount- 
ing to  about  1 5, ceo  men,  coni- 
pofed,  with  fix  or  ieven  hundred 
Europeans,  the  ilower  and  ilrtngth 
of  his  infantry ;  and  were  in  faft, 
an  extremely  well  difciplined  and 
formidable  body.  Kis  irregular 
infantry,  armed  with  match-locks, 
pikes,  and  rockets,  amounted  to 
120,000;  his  cavalry  exceeded 
"40,000.  His  artillery  was  work- 
ed by  Europeans,  or  by  deferters 
from  the  nabob,  who  had  been 
trained  under  Englilh  officers ; 
and  fome  thoufands  of  his  and  the 
company's  Sepoys,  who  were  ei- 
ther under  the  fame  defcription, 
or  had  been  taken  prifoners  fmce 
the  war,  were  incorporated  in 
Hyder's  line  of  dilciplined  in- 
fantry. All  thefe  forces,  of 
whatever  furt,  were  :n  his  own 
immedicite  pay;  excluiive  of  fe- 
veral  bodies  of  native  troons,  who, 
under  their  reff-eclive  Poligars  or 
Raja's,  had  joined  him  as  allies, 
or  followers  of  liis  fortune,  fince 
'the  commencement  of  the  war. 
If  to  thefe  we  add  the  Lafcars, 
pioneers,  and  artiiicers,  who  com- 
pofed  a  numerous  body,  along 
with  the  other  numberleis  follow- 
ers of  an  Indian  camp,  the  whole 
will  form  fuch  a  multitude,  as  may 
afford  no  very  inade equate  idea  of 


the  antient  eafrern  armies.  Yet, 
at  this  very  time,  Tippoo  Saib, 
Hyder's  fon,  was  befieging  Wan- 
devvalh,  wi:h  30,000  men. 

Notwithuanding  this  mighty 
f^rce,  the  unexpedted  determina- 
tion and  approach  of  the  enemy, 
afforded  the  greatefl  fatisfaftion  to 
Sir  Eyre  Coote,  who  v^iflied  for 
nothing  fo  much  as  a  general  en- 
gagement, but  was  crippled  in 
fuch  a  manner,  from  the  want  of 
cavalry,  and  of  all  the  means  of 
expeditious  movement,  that  it  was 
impoiTible  for  him  to  compel  Hy- 
der  to  abide  that  iffue.  The  va- 
lo'jr  and  excellency  of  his  troops, 
fupplied,  with  their  general,  the 
defeft  of  number.  The  inequa- 
lity in  that  refpefl  was  too  great 
to  bear  a  comparifon ;  in  all 
others  they  Vvere  unrivalled.  His 
Europeans  amounted  to  about 
1,700  men,  and  his  Sepoys  were 
fcarcely  lefs  to  be  depended  on. 

One  of  the  great  difficulties 
which  he  had  to  encounter,  was 
the  total  impoffibility  of  obtaining 
any  information  of  the  enemy's 
ftatc  or  pofition.  Such  clouds  of 
Hyder's  cavalry  hovered  round  the 
Englifh  camp,  and  covered  the 
country  on  all  fides  farther  than 
the  eye  could  reach,  that  the 
fending  out  of  a  reconnoitring 
party  was  not  only  impraflicable, 
but  even  a  fingle  man  could  not 
efcape  detection ;  fo  that  of  all 
the  fcouts  whom  the  general  dif- 
patched  for  intelligence,  not  one 
L-ver  returned,  and  no  farther 
knowledge  of  the  fituation  of  the 
enemy  could  be  obtained,  than  the 
fhoft  view  from  his  own  advanced 
polts  adnntted.  Thus  forced  to 
make  his  way  in  the  dark,  no  pre- 
vious   difpofition   could   be   made. 
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rior  plan  of   adlion    formed  ;    and 

Sir  Eyre  Coote  wr.s  in  the  fingular 

lituatinn,  of  being  obliged  to  trulj 

entirely  to  his  oun  genius,  and  to 

the  quicknefs    ar.d   fertility  of  his 

refource,   for  making   his   difpofi- 

tions  in  the   face  of  an   enemy  fo 

infinitely  fuperior. 

T  ,       n         At  five  in   the  niorn- 
July  lit,   .  , 

I    R         '"S'  ^^^  army   oegan    to 

'  '  draw  out  from  the  camp 
at  Porto  Novo ;  and  at  feven, 
commenced  its  marcii,  with  the 
{en,  at  no  great  diiiahce,  on  the 
rigiit.  Small  as  it  was,  and  the 
utmoft  exertion  of  every  lingle 
man  it  contained  evidently  nc- 
cefHiry,  to  the  purpofe  of  attack- 
ing and  forcmg  fo  prodigious  an 
army,  in  a  chofen  and  fortified  fi- 
tuation,  yet  the  general  was  under 
the  hard  necefiity  of  drawing  off 
a  confiderablc  detac'iment  from 
his  line,  for  the  protet:;tion,  dur- 
ing the  march  and  adtion,  of  the 
baggage  and  of  the  numerous  fol- 
lowers of  the  c:imp,  from  that 
muldtude  of  Hyder's  irregular 
cavalry,  who,  upon  the  firft  open- 
ing, would  be  resdy  to  pour  in 
upon  them.  Thefe,  with  their 
ufual  guard,  confilHng  of  about 
150  bepoys,  thofe  few  Poligars 
who  had  joined  the  company's 
forces,  and  a  fmall  Mahraita 
coips,  were  judicionfly  placed,  in 
the  opening  between  the  iighr  of 
the  army  and  the  fea ;  and  the 
deiachm'-nt,  now  unavO'inbly 
drawn  ofi"  from  the  line  of  adlion 
for  their  Aipport,  confilled  cf  two 
regiments  of  cavalry,  and  a  bat- 
talion of  Sepoys,  with  feven  pieces 
of  light  artiik-ry. 

The  country,  in  about  an  hour's 
march,  opened  an.extenfive  plain 
to  their  view,  and  as  the  enemy's 
cavalry     appeared   drawn    up     in 


great  force  on  their  way.  Sir  Eyre 
Coote  formed  the  army  in  two 
lines,  and  proceeded  on  his  march 
in  order  of  battle.  The  grounds 
winch  Hyder  cc.:upicd,  were  na- 
turally ftrong  end  commanding ; 
and  he  had  already  renden.'d  this 
pofuion  truly  formidable,  by  the 
judgment  and  diipatch  with  which 
he  had  ftrengthencd  and  fortified 
the  moft  advantageous  fpots  with 
well  coiiftrucled  front  and  flank- 
ing batteries.  Indeed,  it  would 
have  afforded  no  fmall  demoniba- 
tion  of  his  military  abilities,  if 
other  eflential  proofs  of  it  were 
wanting,  that  he  had  formed  iuch  9 
body  of  pioneers,  as  had  never  be 
fore  been  known  in  India. 

The  army  had  not  advanced  far  * 
when  the  enemy's  pofition  and 
works  were  clearly  difcovered,  and 
their  batteries  feen  to  lie  directly, 
upon  the  iniended  line  of  march. 
Hyder's  principal  force,  was  drawn 
up  in  order  <:f  batile  in  the  rear  of 
Jiis  works,  and  extending  farther 
on  the  plain,  than  the  eye  cou'd 
command ;  large  bodies  of  cavalry 
caught  the  fight  in  every  diiec- 
tion,  and  an  infinite  number  of 
rockets  were  unintermittingly 
thrown,  as  well  to  prevent  and 
confound  the  ebf^rvation,  as  to 
diforder  the  march  and  impede  the 
movements  of  the  Es^glifh  ar.my. 
At  the  fame  time  t.iey  were  expoied 
to  a  warm  thouga  diitant  can- 
nonade ;  the  enemy's  artillery  were 
well  fervcd,  and  did  execution ; 
while  the  Englifli  general  could  net 
afford  to  return  many  fhot,  as  he 
was  fenfiblc  that  every  round  he 
polTcfled,  would,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  day,  be  wanted  to  take  the  moft 
decifive  cfFccl. 

Critical   a-.d  dangerous    as   this 
fituation  was,  a  paufe,  little  fhort 

[^I  3  of 
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g(  an  hour,  became  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary;  not  Qnly  to  afford  time 
to  the  general  to  examine  the 
enemy's  immediite  pofition,  but 
farther  to  difcover,  whether  the 
country  on  the  right,  might  not 
admit  of  hh  taking  fiich  a  fweep, 
as  would  enable  him  to  turn  th" 
enemy's  left;  and  t;iereby  to  fall 
u-^on  them  ruhcr  ubiiquely*  than 
to  he  obi'^crd  to  mak.-  las  attack 
in  the  fu^I  front  a'-.d  iire  of  their 
works  and  batterit:-.  The  coun- 
tr)  or  the  right  L-rtunately  aa- 
fwered  his  ho^^e ;  and  nothing  was 
ever  more  br.'uly  ar.d  happily  exe- 
cuted, than  this  da  ing  and  maf- 
terly  movement,  r.  Uie  face  of 
fuch  an  enemy,  and  under  the  fire 
of  a  numerous  artillery.  The 
troops  had  endured  the  galling  fire 
of  the  enemy,  during  the  paufe 
we  have  mentioned,  with  the  ut- 
moft  ccnftancy  and  compofurej 
in  the  fubfequent  march.  ap4 
movement,  they  were  obliged  to 
pafs,  as  it  were  in  review,  under 
the  heavy  flanking  fire  of  all  the 
enemy's  batteries,  while  the  Se- 
poys unharnefftd  their  wretched 
oxen,  which  were  totally  une- 
qual to  the  celerity  of  the  occa- 
fion,  and  drew  the  artillery  along 
at  a  quick  pace,  through  a  deep 
and  heavy  fand,  for  above  a  mile. 
The  mofc  admirable  order  was  pre- 
ferved  through  the  whole. 

This  prompt  and  happy  move- 
ment, which  was  performed  by 
the  firil  line  only,  decided  the 
fortune  of  the  day.  Nothing  lefs 
could  have  done  the  buiinefs,  or 
indeed  have  well  faved  the  army; 
for  they  had  only  four  days  pro- 
vifion,  which  t'.ey  carried  on  tm'v: 
b-.cks,  ami  delay,  or  even  a  drawn 
battle,  wet  Id  have  been  no  lefs 
jruiDOUS  jhan  a  defeat.     The  ge- 


neral, in  filing  off  to  the  right, 
had  been  necefTarily  obliged  to 
comrud  his  front  and  break  his 
fir/' er  order;  but  as  foon  as  he 
had  gained  the  point  he  aimed  at, 
a.id  the  ground  would  admit,  he 
in  {tan  IV  formed  anev\',  about  nine 
o'clock,  in  order  of  battle,  be- 
ing within  reach  of,  but  partly 
covered  ricm,  the  fire  of  the  ene- 
my's cannon  He  then  looked 
eagerly  back,  to  fee  whether  the 
heights  in  his  rear  were  occupied 
by  the  fecond  line ;  for  on  the 
fuccefs  of  that  part  of  his  defign 
every  thing  Hill  depended,  as  the 
poiTeiTion  (  f  them,  would  not  only 
have  enabled  the  enemy  to  fepa- 
rate  the  two  lines,  but  entirely  to 
enclofe  and  furround  the  firil:,  as 
foon  as  it  ventured  into  aiilion. 
General  Stuart,  who  commanded 
the  fecond  wing,  performed  that 
fervice  with  fuch  aftivity,  as  not 
to  keep  him  long  in  fufpence  ;  and 
as  foon  as  he  faw  they  were  co- 
vered, he  advanced  with  confidence 
on  the  enemy. 

Thefe  fudden  and  unexpefted 
evolutions,  performed  with  an 
alertnefs  of  which  Hyder  himfelf 
had  yet  feen  no  example,  obliged 
him  to  a  new  arrangement  of  his 
army.  His  guns  were  withdrawn 
from  the  batteries  to  the  line  with 
equal  order  and  expedition ;  he 
inftantly  formed  a  new  front  to 
receive  Sir  Eyre  Coote ;  and  fee- 
ing at  once  the  confequences 
which  would  attend  the  pofieflion 
of  the  high  grounds,  he  detached 
a  ftrong  body  of  his  difciplined 
infantry,  with  a  fuitable  artillery, 
befids  a  number  of  irregulars, 
and  a  very  great  force  of  cavalry, 
to  attack  the  fecond  line;  while 
another  detachment,  or  part  of 
the   fame,   attempted,    by   getting 

into 
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into  the  interval  during  the  con- 
flid,  to  attack  Sir  Eyre  Coote  in 
the  rear.  Thus  the  battle  was 
double ;  and  each  wing,  feparate- 
ly,  and  almoft  equally  engaged. 

The  main  battle  was  long  and 
oblHnately  fought :  and  it  was  not 
until  four  o'clock,  that,  by  dint 
of  courage,  the  moil:  invincible 
perfeverance,  and  an  exertion,  for 
fo  many  hours  on  the  utmoft 
itretch,  that  the  Englilh  at  length 
gained  the  day.  At  that  time, 
the  firfl  line  triumphing  over  every 
obftacle,  drove  Hyder's  infantry, 
artillery,  and  cavalry,  promifcu- 
oufly  before  them,  and  compelled 
his  whole  army  to  feek  their  fafe- 
ty  in  a  retreat.  During  this  time, 
the  fecond  line,  under  the  conduft 
of  Brig.  General  Stuart,  had  not 
only  gallantly  repulfcd  the  repeat- 
ed attempts  made  by  the  other 
divifion  of  Hyder's  army  upon 
the  heights,  but  attacked,  carried 
and  maintained,  thofe,  of  which 
the  enemy  had  firft  gained  pofilf- 
fion ;  and  while  the  rear  of  that 
line  were  thus  fully  occupied, 
their  van  moft  obftinately  difput- 
ed,  and  at  length  totally  defeated, 
the  attempt  made  to  attack  the 
general's  rear.  This  pcfTeffion, 
and  brave  defence  of  the  heights, 
likev\ife  prevented  the  enemy, 
notwithftanding  their  multitude, 
from  being  able  to  make  any  pufh 
towards  the  fea,  or  the  fmalleft 
attempt  upon  the  bagage. 

Thus  the  victory  was  complete 
on  all  fides.  Many  of  its  advan- 
tages were,  however,  loft,  through 
the  viAors  being  bereft  of  the  means 
of  purfuit.  If  it  were  not  for 
that  unfortunate  circumlhince,  the 
whole  of  Hyder's  artillery  and 
{lores  would  have  fallen  into  their 
hands,  and  he  would  uudoubtcdly 


have  been  obliged  to  abandon  the 
Carnatic.  It  was  intolerably  vex- 
atious to  thofe  brave  men,  to  be- 
hold the  llrong  and  vigorous  cat- 
tle of  the  flying  enemy,  carrying 
off  their  artillery  at  a  full  trot, 
while  their  own  were  fcarcely  able 
to  drag  the  guns  along. 

The  cotiducl  and  gallantry  of 
Major  General  Sir  Heftcr  Monro, 
who  commanded  the  iirft  line  on 
this  day,  was  highly  diftinguifh- 
ed.  Indeed  the  behaviour  of  eve- 
ry individual  in  the  army,  from 
the  commander  in  chief  to  the 
meaneft  Sepoy,  was  beyond  all 
praife.  Sir  Eyre  Coote  declares 
in  a  letter,  that  every  individual 
of  his  little  army  feemed  to  feel, 
that  all  the  interefts  of  the  nation 
and  company  were  then  at  Itake ; 
that  falling,  as  they  already  were, 
the  moft  extraordinary  exertions 
were  neceffary  to  their  fupport  ; 
and,  to  their  credit,  faid  he, 
"  every  nerve  was  exerted  to  the 
"  very  extent  of  pofTibility." 

Hyder  left  about  3,000  of  his 
men  dead  upon  the  ground.  His 
principal  and  favourite  general, 
Meer  Saib,  was  mortally  wound- 
ed ;  and  feveral  other  of  his  lead- 
ers, and  beft  officers,  were  among 
the  killed  or  wounded.  Sir  Eyre 
Coote  halted  juft  beyond  the  ene- 
my's ground,  from  his  ina!)ility 
to  continue  the  purfuit  farther ; 
and  was  joined  by  the  fecond  line 
and  the  baggage  about  midnight. 
The  lofs  on  his  fide  was  far  from 
being  confiderable,  confidering  the 
nature  of  the  adtion  ;  and  did  not 
exceed  400  men  in  killed  and 
wounded ;  nor  was  there  any  of- 
ficer of  note  in  cither  lift.  No- 
thing could  more  fully  fliew  Hy- 
der's conviction  of  his  inferiority 
in  the  field,  and  his  determination 

in  4  not 
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rot  to  hazard  another  aclior  un- 
der any  advantage  of  ground, 
than  his  leavirg  the  ftrong  and 
impcrcanr  y^\s  of  Puravenaur  open 
to  the  purfuit  of  tiie  Engli.xi  when 

he  made  his  retreat  through  it  in 

the  eveninj^.  Among  ihe  imme- 
diate ccrlequences   or  the  vidory, 

Tippoo   Snib's  raifirg  the  fiegc  of 

Wandevvih  was  not  the  iealt. 
Hyder  withdrew  with  his  army 

to    the    ricighboiirhocd    of   Arcot, 

where  he  was  joined   by   Tippoo 

Saib's     detachment.         Sir     Eyre 

Coote,  having  thus  freed  the  fou- 

ihern   provinces   from    depredation 

and     danger,    piarched     with    his 

army  to    the  norcLvvara,  in  order 

to    r.,eet   the    long   expefced    and 

wiihed  for  reinforcement  irom  ben- 
gal,   which,   under   the   favour   of 

Moodajee  Eocila,  and  his  fon,  had 

ii'-arched  through  his  iciritories  in 

Oriffa,    and  were   nojv  arrived    in 

the  northern  circars.      This  jo'  c- 

.tion   was    happily    cfFedled   in    the 

beginning    of    Augiift;     and    the  • 

gener.:i  being  novv/   t.iabled  to  aft 

with  vigour,  marched  to  lay  fiege 

to    Trepafibre.     This    jlace    capi- 
tulated after  a  feu  days  fiege,  and 
•  J     nothing  could  be  more 

'  ^'  •  '''    timely  ur  fortunate  than 

the  furrender ;  for  btfid..s  that  the 

pofufiicn  was   of  importance,    the 

advance    of   ilydcr's    army    (vyho 

was  ill  fiill  march  to  its  relief)  ap- 
peared   in    figiif,    at   the    moment 

tliat  the  troopi)  were   taking  .  pof- 

feilicn    of    the    works,    and    there 

was   then  only  one  day's  rice  left 

in  the  Englifn  army. 

Trtpafibre  afforded  fome  imme- 
diate r^'lief,  and  the  general  find- 
ing that  Hyder  was  in   full  force 

at    abo'tf  (ixtcen    miles    diftance, 

determined    to    atta- k    him;     but 

^'as  under  a  neceflity  of  waiting  to 


draw  fon;e  rice  from  Poonamalla. 
I'bis  fupply  being  obtained,  he 
marched  to  leek  the  enemy  ;  and 
Hyder  upon  Lis  appioach  fell  back 
a  fe.v  miles  to  the  very  ground 
where  he  had  defeated  Colonel 
Baiilie,  There  he  took  a  very 
ftrong  pofiiion;  but  was  m.ore  in-^ 
fiuenced,  as  it  is  reported,  by  a 
fupcrllitious  coiifidence  in  its  be- 
ing a  lucky  fpct,  than  by  the 
ftrcngth  cf  the  gmund,  in  his  de- 
terminatic.i  to  try  tlie  fortune  of 
a  feconu  battle. 

Sir  Ey-e  Coote  arrived  in  , 

fight  of  the  enemy  about  ' 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning ; 
and  difcovered  him  to  be  in  grv^at 
fi  rce^  his  army  drawn  up  in  order 
cf  battle  ready  to  receive  him,  and 
in  pofieflion  of  feveral  very  com- 
manding and  advan.agcous  polh. 
This  fuuation  was  rendered  Itill 
mere  formidable,  by  the  nature 
of  the  country  lying  between  both 
armies,  which  was  interfe(5led  by 
feveral  very  deep  waterccurfes; 
fo  that  nothing  cor.ld  be  more  ar- 
duous than  the  approach  of  the 
troops  to  their  objett.  The  gene- 
ral, in  order  to  prefent  a  front  to 
the  enemy,  was  under  a  neceffity 
of  forming  his  line  under  a  very 
heavy  cannonade,  as  well  from  fe- 
veral batteries  placed  to  g:eat  ad- 
vantage, as  from  the  guns  in  the 
enemies  line.  This  was  an  ar- 
duous trial  of  the  difcipline  and 
firmnefs  of  the  troops,  and  the 
general  declared,  that  the  Heady 
valour  which  they  (hewed  upor; 
this  occaiion,  could  not  have  been 
fiirpaiTed  by  the  firft  veterans  of 
any  nation  in  Europe. 

They  had  full  occafion  for  the 
continual  exercife  of  thefe  quali- 
ties, during  the  courfe  of  a  very 
long  and  hard  fought  day.     The 

battle 
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battle  lafted  from  nine  in  the 
morning  until  it  was  near  fun-fer. 
By  that  time,  Hyder  was  cured  of 
his  fuperltUion ;  his  ^rmy  were 
(driven  fucceilivcly  from  all  their 
flrong  ports,  and  obligci'  to  aban- 
don the  field  of  b^  '.le  with  preci- 
pitation. The  Icia  iu]bin°J  by 
the  Englifh  army  in  this  action 
was  greater  tha.i  on  the  ift  of 
July,  and  that  of  the  enemy  lefs ; 
which,  befjdos  the  caufes  we  .lave 
feen,  proceeded  fr:,:n  their  Ihel- 
tering  themfelves  under  the  banks 
of  tanks,  and  from  their  polfef- 
fing  in  general  fuch  ir^squalities 
of  groui;d  as  afforded  niuch  co- 
ver. It  feems  probable,  tliat  their 
artillery  cauled  the  principal  lofs 
in  the  Engifli  army.  General 
Stuart  loll  a  ieg  by  a  cannon  fhot. 
Colonel  Browne,  an  old,  able, 
and  experienced  officer,  his  life, 
by  the  f.me  means;  ar.d  Captain 
hrflyp,  one  of  the  general's  aid 
de  camps,  an  aftive  and  fpiritcd 
young  officer,  was  killed,  clofe  to 
his  fide,  by  a  cannon  (hot.  Thcfe 
were  ihe  only  officers  of  note  who 
fell 

T  feem-'d  as  if  defeat  had  wrought 
the  extraordinary  change  in  Hy- 
dcr's  difp^fitlon,  of  rendering 
him    enamoured    of   field    battles. 

S  t  2  th  ^°^'  ^'^  '^^  ^^y  rnonth 
°  *  '  *  of  the  late  adlion,  he 
waited  to  be  attacked  by  Sir  Eyre 
Coote,  near  a  place  called  Sho- 
lingur.  But  t!  is  affa  r  was  fbon 
decided.  The  action  did  not  be- 
gin until  four  o'clock,  and  befrre 
night  liis  army  was  completely 
routed.  In  this  buttle  both  his 
cavalry  and  infmtry  fufFcred  ex- 
tremely, wiiile  the  lofs  of  the 
vidlors  was  fo  trihing  as  not  to  de- 
fer re  mention  ;  but  the  enemy's 
ttpops  were  now  ufed  to  be  beaten. 


The  general  then  relieved  Vel- 
lore,  which  was  reduced  to  the 
lalt  extremity  ;  and  afterwards  be- 
fieged  and  took  Chittor.  The  fea- 
fon  for  forre  time  occaiioned  a  cef- 
fadon  of  aifVion  on  both  fides ;  but 
Ve'lore  bei'  g  again  reduced  to 
great  diftrefs  t^r  provifions,  the  ge- 
neral was  obliged,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1782,  to  march  agaia 
to  its  relief. 

Repeated  defeat,  was  not  capa- 
ble of  prodacing  any  remiffion  of 
Hyder's  vjg  ur  or  vigilance.  On 
Sir  Eyre  Coote's  march  to  Vellore, 
as  the  army  were  paffing  through 
a  deep  moraf;,  the  enemy  appear- 
ed in  force  on  different  ■.  , 

J  Ian.  10th, 

quarters,  and  commenc-  ■*     _o^ 

ed  a  diflanc  but  very  hea-  '' 
vy  cannonade.  '1  heir  objeft  was, 
beildes  impeding  the  prcgrefs  of 
thr  army  to  Vellore,  (which  was 
reduced  to  the  laft  day's  provifion) 
to  cut  off  the  baggage  and  convoy, 
while  the  t.'-oops  were  entangled 
in  thefe  bad  grounds.  After  an 
adfion,  fuch  as  we  have  defcribed, 
which  laf^ed  for  fo\zr  hours,  the 
enemy  being  foiled  in  all  their 
attempts,  were  at  le.  gth  forced  to 
abandon  theij  objeft,  and  retiring 
on  ail  fides,  the  army,  which  had 
fuffered  very  little  in  this  aftion, 
puriued  its  courle  without  interrup- 
tion to  Vellore. 

Upon  the  return  of  the  army, 
three  days  aft'-^r,  their  indefatiga- 
ble, and  ever  watchful  enemy, 
was  again  prepared  for  tlicir  re- 
ception. On  coming  up  to  the 
fame  morals,  they  found  Hyder 
in  full  force  on  the  orher  iide,  and 
determined  to  difpute  th  ir  paflage. 
They,  however,  ]  .ifreJ  the  fwamp, 
under  the  lire  of  I'i-  cannon,  about 
four  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  ge- 
neral having   immediately   formed, 

and 


oo]        ANNUAL    REGISTER,   1782. 


and  fccured  th-^  b.igga^^e,  the  troops 
advanced  wiih  their  ufual  alacrity 
upon  the  enemy.  Thefc  made  but 
a  faint  refiflan'ce;  they  gave  way 
on  all  fides,  retreated  with  preci- 
pitction,  and  were  purfued  with 
coniidorab'e  execution  until  dark. 
The  vigour  of  Hyder's  exertions 
was  no  longer  feconded  by  that  of 
his  troops. 

Such  waf  the  furprlfing  change 
which  the  admirable  condudl  and 
military  abilities  of  Sir  Eyre 
Coote,  feconded  by  fome  excellent 
officers,  and  fupported  by  the  un- 
paralleled eftbrts  of  a  fmall  but  glo- 
rious army,  had,  in  a  fhort  time, 
produced  in  the  affairs  of  the  Car- 
natic  :  and  fuch  the  events,  of  one 
of  the  moft  arduous  campaigns  of 
which  we  have  any  knowledge. 

During  thefe  tranfadions,  an 
account  of  the  war  with  Holland 
having  arrived  in  India  during 
the  month  of  AuguiT,  it  fortuned 
foon  after,  that  five  India  fnips 
from  China,  arrived,  in  their  way 
home,  at  Fort  Marlborough,  on 
the  coaft  of  Sumatra.  The  arri- 
val of  theie  {hips  excited  the  gen- 
tlemen of  that  fadlory,  to  an  en- 
terprize  againft  the  Dutch  fettle- 
ments  on  that  ifland.  Mr.  Botham, 
one  of  the  council,  was  appointed 
to  conduft  t:,is  expedition,  and 
Captain  Clements,  commodore  of 
the  five  (hips ;  the  fort  could  only 
fpare  Capt.  Mandeville,  with  a 
hu^'dred  men  for  the  fervice.  The 
addrefs  and  good  condud  of  thefe 
gentlemen  fo  effedually  fupplied 
the  want  of  force,  that  the  go- 
vernor of  Padang,  being  artfully 
impcred  upon  with  refpedl  to  their 
llrcnf>th,  was  terrified  into  a  fur- 
render,  not  only  of  that  place, 
but  of  all  the  other  Dutch  fcttle- 


ments  on  the  wcftern  coails  of  Su- 
matra, into  their  hands. 

The  Dutch  fettlement,  in  the 
town,  port,  and  fortrefs  of  Nega- 
patam,  in  the  Tanjore  country, 
could  not,  even  in  time  of  peace, 
but  be  confidered  as  fome  eye- 
fore  to  the  company ;  but,  in  the 
prefent  llate  of  things,  its  being 
in  the  poiTeffion  of  an  enemy  was 
full  of  danger.  The  confequences 
of  fuch  a  fortrefs  and  port  being 
open  for  the  reception  of  the 
Fi'ench  fleet  and  army,  and  of  its 
becoming  a  great  naval  and  mili- 
tary magazine,  for  Hyder's  con- 
llant  fupply,  as  well  as  theirs, 
were  indeed  eafily  underftood  ;  but 
the  immediate  dangerous  Hate  of 
affairs,  and  urgent  demands  for 
every  poflible  exertion  in  the  Car- 
natic,  fecrned  to  render  the  ap- 
plication of  ^  timely  preventive 
remedy,  a  matter  of  the  greateft 
difficulty. 

The  fuccefs  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote's 
arms,  having  happily  leflened  the 
difficulties  on  that  fide,  this  new 
evil  and  danger  became  an  objeft 
of  the  firfl  confideration ;  it  was, 
however,  fome  time  before  the  de- 
fign  againft  Negapatam  could  be 
carried  into  effedt;  but  during  that 
interval.  Sir  Edward  Hughes  had, 
from  his  firil  knowledge  of  the 
rupture  with  Holland,  clofely 
blocked  up  the  place  by  fea. 
Major  General  Sir  Hedor  Monro, 
was  appointed  to  conduft  this  en- 
terprize  in  concert  with  the  ad- 
miral; and  the  troops  already  fta- 
tioned  in  the  Tanjore  country, 
were  the  only  land  force  afiigned 
to  this  fervice.  The  difficulties 
which  they  had  to  encounter,  re- 
quired all  the  abilities  and  exer- 
tion  of  both  commanders.      The 

fortifi- 
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fortifications  had  already  been 
confiderably  ftrengthened  by  new 
works ;  the  garrifon  re  -  inforced 
by  a  large  detachment  of  Hyder's 
troops ;  and  what  was  ftill  a  mat- 
ter of  more  ferious  confideration, 
the  feafon  was  far  advanced  for 
military  operations,  the  fhift  of 
the  monfoon  being  at  hand.  But 
the  great  importance  of  the  objefl 
warranted  rifque,  and  reduced  the 
difficulties  to  nothing  in  the  minds 
of  the  affallants. 

Oa.2ift.       .The  troops  being  ar. 
o  rived  at  Nagore,  a  place 

'  *  on  the  fea  coalt,  near 
Negapatam,  Sir  Hcftor  Monro 
was  immediately  landed  to  take 
the  command  J  and  at  the  fame 
time,  all  the  marines  of  the  fqua- 
dron,  amounting,  with  their  offi- 
cers, to  443,  were  likewife  land- 
ed, and  joined  the  company's 
troops.  On  the  following  day,  a 
detachment  of  827  feamen,  with 
their  proper  officers,  and  com- 
manded by  three  naval  captains, 
were  landed,  under  orders  from 
the  admiral,  to  co-operate  with 
the  general  to  the  utmofl,  in  every 
meafure  for  the  attack  of  the 
place.  The  great  difficulty  lay 
in  landing  the  artillery  (which 
were  fupplied  by  the  fquadron) 
through  a  great  and  dangerous 
furf.  This  difficulty  was  fur- 
mounted,  though  with  incredible 
labour,  fatigue,  and  no  frnall 
danger,  by  the  courage  and  afli- 
viiy  of  the  feamen.  Catamarans, 
or  rafts,  were  made  with  wonder- 
ful expedition,  and  with  the  aid 
of  the  boats,  16  eighteeu-poun- 
ders,  2  tvvelve-poundcrs,  with  2 
heavy  mortars,  and  6  lighter,  to- 
gether with  their  carriages,  {hot, 
ihells,  powder,  and  all  neceiTary 
ar^llery  Itores,  were,  on  the  fame 


day,  under  the  fuperintendence 
of  Captain  Ball  of  the  Superbe, 
landed,  without  the  fmalleft  lofs 
or  damage. 

The  garrifon  amounted  to  about 
8,000  men  of  all  forts,  and  far 
exceeded  the  befiegers  in  point  of 
number.  It  was  compoftd  of  a- 
bove  500  Europeans,  yco  Malays, 
4,500  Sepoys,  and  2,300  of  Hy- 
der's troops  ;  of  the  lait  .'r,  a  thou- 
fand  were  cavalry.  The  whole 
force  of  the  befiegers,  including 
feamen  and  marinca,  did  not  much 
exceed  4,000  men  capable  of  ef- 
fective fervice.  The  fick  were 
pretty  numerous ;  and  the  troops 
fuffered  great  incommodities  from 
bad  weather,  and  the  dampnefs  of 
the  fituation  ;  moft  of  the  wounded 
died ;  and  feveral  of  the  feamca 
and  marines  were  carried  off  fud- 
denly  by  violent  cramps  and 
fpafms,  occafioned  by  wet  and 
fatigue. 

On  the  night  of  the  29th  of 
Odlober,  -the  ftrong  lines,  flanked 
by  redoubts,  which  the  enemy  had 
thrown  up  to  cover  and  defend 
the  approaches  to  the  town,  were 
attacked  and  carried  by  Itorm.  In 
this  very  brifk  aclion,  the  feamea 
and  marines  left  but  little  to  be 
done  by  the  land  forces ;  falling 
on  with  their  ufual  intrepidity, 
nothing  could  withiland  the  vio- 
lence of  their  attack  for  a  mo- 
ment. It  was  remarkable,  that 
Kyder's  cavalry  were  fo  terrified 
at  the  fury  which  they  experi- 
enced in  this  rough  encounter, 
that  they  ran  entirely  away  into 
the  open  country,  and  never  after 
joined  the  garrifon. 

On   the    3d   of  November,   the 

genera!  opened  ground  againll  the 

north   f:ice   of  the    fort,    and   the 

approaches  were   carried   on   with 

unufual 
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urufual  rapidity ;  to  which  the 
alacrity  of  the  feamen  and  ma- 
rines contributed  greatly.  On 
the  7th  abatttry  of  lo  eightecn- 
pounuers,  being  ready  to  open 
within  300  paces  of  the  walls,  the 
admiral  and  general  fent  a  joint 
letter  of  fummons  to  the  Dutch 
governor,  which  he  anfwcred  with 
great  refpedt,  but  no  lefs  firmnefs. 

The  garrifon  made  two  defpe- 
rate  fallies  with  almoll  their  whole 
force,  bin  were  beat  back  into  the 
town  with  much  iofs  in  both.  A 
battery  being  opened  with  great  ef- 
fecl  on  the  face  of  a  bafticn  which 
was  intended  to  be  breached,  the 
enemy  demanded  a  parley,  and 
•^T  .V     commiflioners  were  fent 

*  out  to  fettle  the  terms 
of  capitulation  with  the  admiral 
and  general.  By  thefe,  the  town 
and  citadel,  and  every  thing  they 
contained,  belonging  to  liie  go- 
vernment or  company,  were  iur- 
rendered ;  private  property  was 
fecured,  and  the  inabicants  to 
be  proteded  in  their  houies  and 
eltates,  upon  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance ;  the  garrilbn  were  al- 
lowed military  honours,  and  then 
became  prifoners  of  war ;  and  the 
governor,  council,  and  civil  offi- 
cers, were  retained  on  parole. 

Hyder's  ii.faniiy,  with  moft  of 
the  otacr  Sepoys,  abandoned  their 
arms,  and  had  niade  their  efcape  out 
of  the  town,  during  the  truce,  on 
the  night  preceding  the  iurrendcr. 
The  whole  Iofs  ot  the  befiegers, 
Europeans  and  natives,  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  miifing,  during  a 
fervice  of  fo  much  action  and  dif- 
ficulty, arrcunt  d  to  no  more  than 
133  men.  A  numerous  artillery, 
with  large  quantities  of  fhot, 
fhells,  military  and  artillery  Hores, 
were  found  in  the  place. 


The  taking  of  Negapatam  pre* 
duced  the  immediate  happy  ef- 
feft,  of  Hyder's  troops  evacuating 
all  the  forts  and  Ibong  pofts, 
which  they  held  in  the  Tanjore 
country  and  its  borders.  It  like- 
wife  operated  lo  ftrongly  upon  the 
Poligars  of  the  Marawa  and  Ti- 
nivelly  countries,  who  renouncing 
their  forced  obedience  to  the 
Nabob  of  Arcot,  had  early  joined 
Hyder,  that  they  endeavoured  to 
make  their  peace  with  the  former 
upon  the  beft  terms  which  they, 
could  obtain. 

The  monfoon  now  fet  in  with 
its  utmoft  fury,  and  nothing  could 
exceed  the  dreadful  boirteroufnefs 
of  weather  which  the  fleet  en- 
dured, from  the  furrender  of  the 
place  to  near  the  end  of  the  fol- 
lowing month.  This  violence  was 
fo  conltant,  that  it  was  with  the 
greacell  difficulty,  and  no  fmall 
danger,  that  the  admiral,  in  the 
courfe  of  about  three  weeks,  w'as 
able  to  recal  to  their  refpeftive 
Ihips,  thofe  feamen  and  marines 
who  had  alfiiled  with  fo  much  ho- 
nour and  effeffl  in  the  fiege,  and 
to  tranfmit  to  Madras  ojily  a  part 
of  the  military  prifoners. 

The  weather  becoming  mode- 
rate towards  the  clcfe  of  the  year. 
Sir  Edward  Hughes  proceeded  to 
carry  into  execution  the  defign 
which  he  had  formed  againfl  the 
Dutch  fettlsment  of  Trmcamale, 
in  the  ifland  of  Ceylon.  That 
ifland,  celebrated  from  the  earlieft 
ages  for  its  produce  of  the  cinna- 
mon tree,  has  been  long  (hut  up 
from  the  rell  of  the  world,  through 
the  avidity  of  the  Dutch  to  en- 
o-rofs  and  retain  the  whole  com- 
mcrce  and  oiftribution  of  that  pre- 
cious fpicc  entirely  to  themielves. 
For  this  purpofe  they  feized  and 
fortified 
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fortified  the  fea  coafts,  and  having 
driven  the  King  of  Candy  and 
his  fubjefts  into  the  interior  parts 
of  the  ifland,  where  he  is  allowed 
to  retain  fuch  a  degree  of  autho- 
rity as  is  neceflary  to  their  Ovvn 
parpofes,  they  are  efteftually  fe- 
cluded  from  all  communication 
with  the  reft  of  mar.kind.  The 
ifland,  with  refpcft  to  commercial 
fuuation,  as  well  as  to  produfts, 
is  capable  of  being  one  of  the 
moft  valuable  in  the  world.  Trin- 
camale  lies  on  the  north-caft  quar- 
ter of  the  ifland;  its  harboui  is 
reckoned  the  beft  and  £neft  in  In- 
dia; and  is  compofed  of  fcveral 
bays,  where  the  moft  numerous 
fleets  might  anchor  in  the  greateft 
fecurity ;  but  its  being  fo  clofely 
lliut  up  from  the  winds,  may,  in 
that  climate,  be  well  fuppofed  to 
render  it  unhealthy. 

Sir  Edward  Hughes  was  fup- 
plied  by  the  general  on  this  ex- 
pedition, with  a  detachment  of 
about  500  volunteer  fepoys,  and 
an  ofHcer  with  30  artillery-men, 
in  order  to  garrifon  the  place  in 
cafe  of  fuccefs.  The  fleet  being 
arrived  in  Trincamale  Bay,  the 
marines,  with   two  fix-pounders,  a 

f  .      detachment   of  artillery 

Tan.  sth,        J  .        -v 

■'      ,/         and   two   companies    of 

'  icpoys,    to  act   as   pio- 

neers, were  landed  at  about  three 
miles  diftance  from  the  fort.  Thefe 
were  immediately  followed  by  the 
battalion  of  feamen,  confifting  of 
the  fame  number  of  men  and  of- 
ficers as  had  ferved  at  the  attack 
of  Negapatam  ;  the  fepoys  clofed 
X\\t  debarkation,  and  the  whole 
party  was  commanded  by  Capt. 
Gcll  of  lac  Monarca,  who  was 
well  affiftcd  by  Captain  Mon- 
tagu, of  the  Sea  Horf?,  and 
Cape.  Reynolds,  of  the    Combuf- 


tion  fire-fiiip.  The  feamen  and 
marines,  with  the  guns  and  pio- 
neers, immediately  formed,  and 
puftied  forward,  though  it  was 
nearly  dark,  to  Trincamale  fort; 
and  the  company  of  marine  gre- 
nadiers, with  the  guns,  coming  up 
to  the  gateway,  without  any  atten- 
tion to  regular  forms,  moft  refo- 
lutely  forced  their  way  through, 
and  in  an  inftant  became  mafters  of 
the  place.  The  garrifon  confifled 
only  of  three  offi'cers  and  forty  fol- 
diers;  but  the  fort  was  of  confe- 
quence  to  their  further  operations, 
as  it  commanded  the  only  place 
wliere  provifions  and  ftores  could 
be  landed  from  the  {hips. 

Intelligence  was  received  from 
the  priloners,  that  the  enemy's 
remaining  force  was  collefted  in 
fort  Oftenburgh,  fituated  on  a 
high  hill  that  commanded  th« 
harbcifr,  and  holdings  an  open 
communication  with  their  ftiips, 
which  lay  under  its  protedion. 
The  next  day  was  employed  in 
landing  the  neceffary  ftores,  pro- 
vifions and  baggage  for  the  troops, 
at  Trincamale  fort.  On  the  fol- 
lowing day,  the  commanding  of- 
ficers, with  Major  Geils,  the  en- 
gineer, were  employed  in  recon- 
noitering,  and  in  difcovering  the 
be  ft  road  for  their  approach  to  the 
heights;  and  every  thing  being 
fettled  in  that  refpesll,  thte  troops 
marched  early  on  the  morning  of 
the  Sth  towards  a  high  hill  which 
commanded  the  Oftenburgh  fort, 
and  on  the  top  of  which,  the  ene- 
my had  a  poft  defended  by  an 
officer's  guard.  The  hill  was  at- 
tacked in  the  night,  and  the  poft, 
which  was  within  zoo  yards  of 
the  fort,  carried  and  maintained 
bv  a   detachment  of  feamen  and 


marines. 


In 
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In  thefe  circumftances  of  ad- 
vantage and  fuperiority,  the  ad- 
miral, very  early  in  the  morning, 
tranlmitted,  through  Capt.  Gell, 
a  letter  of  fummons  to  Mr. 
Homa;d,  the  governor,  dating  his 
total  inability  of  making  any  ef- 
fectual refinance,  and  urging  him, 
in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  to  pre- 
vent, by  a  timely  capitulation, 
the  fatal  confequences  of  carry- 
ing things  to  the  utmoft  extre- 
mity, when  the  great  fuperiority 
cf  difcipline,  as  well  as  of  force, 
together  with  the  known  and 
tried  courage  which  he  had  to 
oppofe,  would  render  every  ex- 
ertion of  defence  ridiculous.  The 
governor,  however,  after  ftating 
the  truft  repofed  in  him,  and  the 
ties  of  fidelity  by  which  he  was 
bound,  declared  his  refolution  of 
defending,  at  all  events,  the  place 
to  the  laft. 

Sir  Edward  Hughes  was  ftill 
exceedingly  unwilling  to  proceed 
to  extremities.  Independently  of 
the  efFeCl  produced  by  national 
attachment,  and  by  a  fenfe  of 
the  long  friendfhip  and  alliance 
which  had  fub filled  between  both 
countries,  he  was  befides  perfon- 
ally  and  intimately  acquainted 
v/ich  Mr.  Homsed,  and  the  prin- 
cipals of  thofe  along  with  him ; 
for  the  gooiiiefs  of  the  harbour 
having  rendered  Trincamale  a 
place  of  connnon  rendezvous,  it 
is  probable,  that  there  was  fcarcc- 
ly  an  officer  in  the  lleet,  who  had 
not,  in  the  happier  leafon  of 
peace,  experienced,  in  a  greater 
or  leis  degree,  fome  portion  of 
their  friend  ihip,  hofpitality,  or 
kindnefs.  He  accordingly  v/rof? 
a  fecond  letter  to  the  Dr.ch  go- 
vernor, expoitulating  with  him  in 
kinder   and    more    familiar    terms 


on  the  danger  he  was  running, 
and  attributing  his  own  felicita- 
tion to  its  true  caufe,  to  former 
attachment  to  himfelf  and  his  faJ 
mily,  as  well  as  to  his  other  ac- 
quaintances in  the  place.  It 
would  feem,  from  the  fuperfcrip- 
tion  of  the  governor's  anfwer, 
that  he  was  not  a  little  affefted 
by  this  recal  of  pad  kindnefs  and 
friendfhip,  for  it  runs  in  the  fol- 
lowing form——"  His  Excellency 
the  generous,  brwvc,  and  illujlrious 
Sir  Ed-ivard  Hughes y^  &C.  &c. 
He  did  not  jultify,  nor  avow  a 
difpofition  to  refinance  in  his 
anfwer,  but  placed  it  to  the 
flrittnefs  of  his  orders,  which 
were  to  defend  the  place  to  the 
lafl;  fo  that  he  could  not  anfwer 
for  his  conduft  to  his  fuperiors, 
if  he  were  to  give  it  up  in  any 
manner. 

Major  Geils,  the  engineer,  who 
was  undoubtedly  appointed  to  be' 
the  bearer  of  the  letters  of  fum- 
mons, for  the  benefit  of  the  ob- 
fervations  which  he  might  make, 
informed  the  admiral,  that  he 
was  ftrongly  of  opinion,  that  the 
lower  fort,  at  lead,  might  be  car- 
ried by  alTauk ;  fome  of  the 
higher  works  he  had  his  doubts 
about;  but  of  the  former,  he 
fpoke  with  confidence,  and  the 
others  mufl  fall  of  courfe.  This 
affurance  coming  from  an  ofHcer 
of  fuch  experience  and  diftinguifh- 
ed  ability,  afforded  the  highefl 
latisfadion  to  Sir  Edw.  Hughes, 
who  was  well  aware  of  the  labour, 
difficulty,  and  delay,  which  the 
dragging  of  heavy  cannon  up  the 
lieights,  and  the  formal  opera- 
tions of  a  fiege,  would  neceflarily 
occafion. 

The    neceffary    difpofitions    be- 
ing   made,    the    ftorming     party, 
coniill- 
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confiding  of  450  feamen  and  ma- 
rines, under  their  proper  officers, 
covered  on  each  flank  by  a  com- 
pany of  pioneers,  with  20  feamen 
armed  with  cutlafles,  who  carried 
the  fcaling  ladders,  and  fupported 
by  three  companies  of  feamen,  as 
many  marines,  with  two  field  pieces, 
who  formed  the  referve,  advanced, 
at  day-break,  on  the  eleventh  of 
January,  to  the  aflault.  A  fmall 
advanced  party,  under  a  ferjeant, 
who  might  be  confidered  as  the  for- 
lorn hope,  having  made  their  way 
through  the  embrafures  without  dif- 
covery,  were  inftantly  followed  by 
the  whole  ftorming  party,  who 
foon  driving  the  enemy  from  their 
works,  pofiefled  themfelves  of  the 
fort,  and  procured  the  immediate 
furrender  of  the  fliips  and  veffels  in 
the  harbour. 

The  humanity  of  the  viftors 
equalled,  and  was  ftill  more  praife- 
worthy,  than  even  their  gallantry, 
Notwithftanding  the  fall  of  a  brave 
and  favourite  officer  with  20  of 
their  fellows,  befides  tv/o  officers, 
and  double  that  number  wounded ; 
and  notwithftanding  the  heat  and 
fury  of  a  llorm,  when  difcipline, 
refpeft  and  command  are  at  an  end, 
yet,  under  thefe  circumftances,  the 
feamen   and  marines  difdained  to 


ilain  their  fwords  in  the  blood  of 
a  flying  or  prollrate  enemy.*— 
Through  this  unexampled  magnani- 
mity and  clemency,  very  few  of  the 
garrifon  loft  their  lives. 

A  numerous  artillery,  a  confi- 
derable  number  of  fmall  arms,  a 
valuable  ftock  of  gun-powder,  with 
a  great  quantity  of  ftiot,  and  of  va- 
rious ordnance  and  military  ftores, 
were  found  in  the  place.  In  the 
harbour,  two  fliips,  richly  laden, 
with  a  number  of  fmaller  vefl"els, 
were  taken.  The  number  of  Eu- 
ropean military  prifoners,  amounted 
to  fomething  near  four  hundred ;  a 
few  Malay  officers  were  likewife 
taken,  but  we  do  not  hear  of  any 
native  troops  they  commanded. 
The  admiral  greatly  regretted  the 
lofs  of  Mr.  Long,  a  young  gentle- 
man of  the  greateft  worth,  and  his 
own  fetond  lieutenant  in  the  Su- 
perbe,  who  fell  at  the  head  of  his 
company  which  he  was  gallantly 
leading  to  the  aflault.  He  fays  that 
too  much  praife  could  not  be  be- 
ftowed  on  the  condudl  of  the  naval 
and  marine  officers;  but  he  particu- 
larly acknowledges  the  eminent  fcr- 
vices  performed,  and  the  great  abili^ 
ties  difplayed,  both  here  and  at  Ne- 
gapatam,  by  Major  Geils,  an  engi- 
neer in  the  company's  fervice. 


CHAP. 
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Re/ro/pe^ive  Fie'w  of  affairs  hi  Europe  to  the  clofe  of  the  year  1781. 
Second  attempt  of  France  upon  the  ifland  offerfey.  Baron  de  Ridlecourt 
lands  his  tro'jps  in  the  night,  and  furprizes  St.  Helier  the  capital.  Com- 
pels the  licutenant-go'vernor  to  Jign  a  capitulation.  Summons  Elizabeth 
Calilc.  Is  gallantly  attacked  in  the  to-xun  by  Major  Pierjon.  French 
commander  falls,  and  his  remaining  troops  furrender  prifoners  cf  War. 
Ma/cr  Picrfon  unfoitunateiy  jLain  in  the  injiant  of  'viitory.  NeceJJities  of 
the  inhabitu.its  and  garrifon  of  Gi'raltar.  Extraordinary  prices  of 
pro-vijions  and  neccjfaries.  Admiral  Darby  fails  -ojith  the  grand  fleet 
and  a  large  convoy  to  its  relief.  Spamjh  fleet  retires  into  Cadiz  at  his 
approach.  Gun-boats,  Dreadful  cannonade  and  bombardment  cf  the 
tOHJcn  and  garrijoit  from  the  Spanijh  camp.  I'onvn  deftroyed,  and  fnany 
cf  the  inhabitants  peril,':.  Convoy  from  St.  Euftatius  taken  by  M.  de  la 
Motte  Piquet.  Secret  expedition,  under  Commoaore  Johnflone,  and  Gen. 
Meadoiues.  Fleet  attacked  in  Port  Praya  Bay  by  M.  de  Siffrein.  French 
repullcd.  M.  de  Sujfrein'' s  timely  arri'val  at  the  Ccpe  of  Good  Hope, 
fruflrates  the  defign  upon  that  place.  Dutch  Jtips  taken  by  Mr.  fohn- 
Jlone  in  Saldanha  Bay.  General  Elliot'' s  grand  Jally  from  Gibraltar,  by 
'which  he  deflroys  the  enemy's  batteries  and  -ucorks.  In'-uaflon  of  the  ifl^and 
cf  Minorca.  Combined  fleets  return  from  that  fcr-vice,  to  cruize  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Channel.  Propofal  for  attacking  Admiral  Darby  at  Torbay, 
overruled  in  a  council  of  ivar.  Enemy,  fruflrated  in  all  their  'vie--u.'s, 
retire  to  their  refpe£ltnje  ports.  State  cf  the  <vjar  'with  Holland,  in 
Europe.  Admiral  Hyde  Parker  fails  nvith  a  fmall  fquadron  for  the  pro- 
teSicn  of  the  Baltic  trade.  Vpen  his  return,  falls  in  nuith  Admiral 
Zoutman,  nuith  a  great  Dutch  con'voy,  and  a  fuperior  Jorce.  Dejperate 
engagement  en  tbe  Dogger-Bank.  Dutch  Fleet  and  con-voy  return  in 
great  diforder  to  their  o-uon  coafls.  Hoilundia  of  66  guns  funk.  Cstife- 
quences  of  the  aciion.  Royal  -uiflt  to  Admiral  Parker  at  the  Nore.  Ad- 
miral Kempetfeldt  fails  to  intercept  a  great  con'voy  fitted  out  at  Brefl, 
twith  troops,  flcres  and  fupphes,  for  the  French  fleets  and  armies  in  the 
Eafl  and  l^  eft  Indies.  Fails  in  'with  and  takes  feveral  of  the  ccn-voy ', 
but  difco'vers  the  enemy  to  be  fo  greatly  J uperior  in  force,  that  he  could  not 
profecute  the  deflgn  farther, 

FTER  the  wide  range  which  work,  were  neceffarily  poftponed  in 
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".nd  probably  the  framer  of  this 
cnterprize.  The  perfonal  objetfls 
he  had  in  view  were  futiiciently  en- 
couraging ;  while  his  military  ar- 
dour, and  natural  ambition,  were 
i  in  themielves  capable  of  urging 
him  to  the  moil  hazardous  attempts. 
The  rank  of  general,  the  order  of 
St.  Louis,  and  the  government  of 
Jerfey,  were  to  be  the  fplendid  re- 
wards of  his  fuccefs.  Such  power- 
ful iHmulants,  operating  upon  a 
temper  naturally  fiery  and  bold, 
were  liable  to  generate  precipita- 
tion. The  Chevalier  de  Luxem- 
burgh,  who  was  his  partner  in 
the  defign,  and  intended  to  be  his 
fecond  in  the  execution,  was, 
through  ficknefs,  or  fome  other 
caufe,  detained  from  taking  any 
part  in  the  enterprize. 

Rullecourt's  force  for  this  expe- 
dition, amounted  to  about  2000 
men,  and  was  compofed  of  the  vo- 
lunteers of  Luxemburgh,  and  of 
detachments  from  othei-  neigh- 
bouring corps.  Having  colleded 
a  fufficient  number  of  vefTels  for 
their  conveyance,  and  fome  priva- 
teers for  their  protedion,  at  Gran- 
ville, on  the  coaft  of  Normandy, 
his  impatience  was  fo  great,  that 
without  regard  to  the  bad  weather 
which  then  prevailed,  he  embark- 
ed the  troops  and  put  to  fea. 

The  immediate  confequence  of 
this  precipitation,  was  the  difper- 
fion  of  his  fleet  of  flnall  VelTels  in  a 
ftorm,  by  which  ten  of  them,  with 
about  half  the  troops,  were  driven 
back  to  France,  and  never  after 
joined  him  ;  whilfc  he,  totally  ig- 
norant of  their  fate,  with  the  re- 
mainder, put  in  for  fhelter  to  a 
cluftcr  of  fmall  iflands  and  rocks 
called  Chaufey,  or  Choze,  which 
lie  between  the  French  coafl  and 
Jerfey.     He  was  ilUl  too  eager  in 
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the  purfuit  of  the  high  rewards  in 
view,  to  be  deterred  by  this  mif- 
fortune ;  and  forgetting  the  rough 
enemy  he  had  to  encounter,  en- 
tertained no  other  apprehenlion 
than  that  cif  being  driven  back 
to  his  own  coaft.  He  accordingly 
feized  the  firll  opening  of  fair  wea- 
ther for  pafling  over  to  Jerfey ; 
and  having  made  his  way  with  dif- 
ficulty, but  with  good  informa- 
tion, through  the  rocks  of  Li 
Roque-Platte,  arrived  in  the  night 
in  Grouville  Bay,  where  he  land- 
ed his  troops  in  the  dark,  at  a 
place  called  the  Violet  Bank,  about 
three  miles  from  St.  Helier,  the 
capital  of  the  ifland.  The  coaft 
was,  however,  fo  dangerous,  that 
a  privateer,  with  four  other  fmall 
veflels  were  loft  among  the  rocksj 
and  about  2co  of  his  men  perilhed* 
A  fmall  party  of  militia,  who 
guarded  a  redoubt  at  this  place, 
thought  themfelves  fo  fecure,  and 
were  fo  ftiamefully  remifs  in  their 
duty,  as  to  be  feized  afleep  by  the 
enemy,  who  were  thus  for  feveral 
hours  upon  the  iHand  without  the 
fmallefl:  alarm  being  given. 

M.  de  Rullecourt,  leaving  about 
120  men  in  the  redoubt  at  Grou- 
ville, marched  with  the  reft  of 
his  troops  to  St.  He-  ,  ^  , 
Jier,  where,  havmg  ieized  •'  „n 
the  avenues  of  the  town,  '' 
furprized  the  guard  in  the  dark, 
and  pofl'eiTcd  the  market-place, 
without  noife,  the  inhabitants 
were  aftoniflaed  at  break  of  day, 
on  finding  themfelves  in  the  hands 
of  an  enemy.  Major  Corbet,  the 
deputy  governor,  with  the  magi- 
ftracy  and  principal  inhabitants, 
being  brought  prifoners  to  the 
court  houfe,  the  French  com- 
mander wrote  terms  of  capitula- 
tion,  which    he    propofed    to    the 

[G]  former 
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former  to  fign,  by  which  the  ifland 
was  to  be  furrendered  to  the  arms 
of  France,  and  the  troops  to  lay 
down  their  arms,  and  be  tranf- 
jnitted  to  England.  To  urge  an 
acquielcence  in  this  meafurc,  on 
which  all  his  hopes  depended,  he 
greatly  magnilied  his  force,  pre- 
tending that  about  5,000  of  his 
troops  were  landed  and  difperfed 
in  different  parts  of  the  illand,  fo 
that  all  refiftance  was  at  an  end ; 
and  at  the  lame  time  held  out 
the  barbarous  threat,  of  infiant 
dcftruftion  to  ihe  town  and  in- 
habitants in  cafe  of  refufal.  It 
was  in  vain  remonftrated,  that  no 
adl  of  the  lieutenant-governor's 
could  have  the  fmalleil  validity  in 
his  prefent  fituation,  and  that  the 
officers  and  troops  were  too  well 
informed  of  their  duty,  to  pay  any 
regard  to  his  a  els  while  a  prifoner. 
RuUecourt  was  peremptory  in  his 
demand;  and  the  lieutenant-go- 
vernor, under  the  impreffions  of 
tlie  moment,  too  inadvertently 
figned  the  capitulation. 

The  French  commander  then 
fummoned  Elizabeth  Callle,  under 
the  terms  of  the  capitulation,  which 
was  preferved  by  the  inllant  recol- 
leftion,  and  the  unfhaken  forti- 
tude, of  the  Captains  AyUvard 
and  Mulcafler,  who  had  fortu- 
nately efcaped  thither  on  the  firft 
alarm ;  and  being  now  in  fome 
degree  prepared  againft  a  fudden 
attack,  rejefted  the  fummons  with 
great  fpirit,  and  peremptorily  re- 
fufed  to  pay  the  fmalleft  regard  to 
tne  capitulation,  or  to  any  orders 
whatever,  extorted  from  or  iffued 
by  the  lieutenant-governor,  in  his 
prefent  circumftances.  The  French 
placing  Major  Corbet  in  their 
front,  flill  continued  to  advance 
towards  the  gate,  notwithftanding 


exprefs  warning  to  the  contrary  j 
but  they  were  fired  at  with  fuch 
vigour  from  the  caftle,  that  they 
foon  found  it  necefiary  to  make 
the  bell  of  their  way  back  for 
fhelter  to  the  town. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  the  alarm 
extended,  the  neareft  troops,  and 
the  militia  of  the  ifland,  advanced 
with  the  utmofl:  expedition  to- 
wards the  point  of  danger,  and 
began  immediately  to  form  on  the 
heights  near  the  town,  under  the 
condutt  of  Major  Pierfon,  of  the 
95th  regiment,  who  inftantly  fe- 
cured  a  hill  of  great  advantage, 
the  poffeffion  of  which  had  been 
overlooked  by  the  enemy.  The 
French  commander  then  fent  a 
meflage  to  Major  Pierfon,  to  re- 
quire his  compliance  with  the 
terms  of  capitulation  ;  but  was 
peremptorily  anfwered  by  that 
fpirited  officer,  that  if  he  and  his 
troops  did  not,  v.ithin  twenty  mi- 
nutes, lay  down  their  arms,  and 
furrender  themfelves  prifoners  of 
war,  they  were  at  the  expiration 
of  that  time  to  be  certain  of  his 
immediate  attack. 

Pierfon  was  punftual  to  his 
word,  and  made  a  very  mafterly 
difpofition  of  his  forces.  As  he 
was  informed  that  the  enemy  had 
applied  rhe  town  artillery  to  their 
defence,  the  two  columns  deftined 
to  the  principal  attacks,  were  each 
preceded  by  a  howitzer.  The 
alTaults  were  made  in  all  acceffi- 
ble  parts  with  fuch  impetuofity, 
that  notwithftanding  the  advantage 
which  the  enemy  derived  from  the 
pofleffion  of  the  llreets  and  houfes, 
they  were  every  where  driven  ra- 
pidly in  upon  the  center  of  their 
force  in  the  market  place.  There 
the  adlion  was  foon  decided ;  for 
the  French  general  being  mortally 
X  wounded. 
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t^'ounded,  the  next  in  command  fee- 
ing the  hopeleffhefs  of  their  fitua- 
tion,  requefted  the  lieutenent  go- 
vernor to  rnfume  his  authority,  and 
to  accept  of  their  furrender  as  pri- 
foners  of  war. 

The  fatisfaflion  arifing  from  fo 
fudden  a  deliverance,  and  fo  brave 
ah  exertion,  was  unfortunately 
damped  by  the  fall  of  the  gallant 
Major  Pierfon,who  was  (liot  through 
the  heart  in  the  inllant  of  vic- 
tory. The  extraordinary  military 
abilities  difplaycd  by  fo  young  an 
officer,  (he  being  under  five-and- 
twenty  years  of  age)  in  what  was 
probably  his  firft  effay  in  arms, 
as  they  would  have  held  out  the 
higheft  expedlations  to  his  coun- 
try if  he  had  furvived,  could  not 
but  render  his  death  an  objedl  of 
much  general  regret.  By  the  ifland 
of  Jerfey  he  was  lamented  as  a 
hero,  who  had  generoufly  ftcrificed 
his  life  to  their  prefervation.  The 
death  of  his  uncle.  Sir  Richard  Pier- 
fon,  (an  ancient  general  officer  of 
repute)  which  happened  immedi- 
ately after,  and  was  attributed  only 
to  that  caufe,  ferved  to  render  the 
misfortune  the  more  flriking  and 
melancholy. 

The  unfortunate  Baron  de  Rul- 
lecourt,  perfevered  in  the  fame  ex- 
travagance of  conduft  to  the  laft, 
which  had  fo  ftrongly  marked  his 
charadter.  When  the  attack  was 
commenced  in  the  market-place, 
he  feized  the  lieutenant-governor 
by  the  arm,  and  declaring  that 
he  {hould  fhare  his  own  face,  led 
him  out  of  the  court-houfe  under 
a  (hower  of  fire,  where  he  was 
obliged  to  Hand  clofe  by  him, 
until  he  had  himfelf  dropped  un- 
der the  preffure  of  three  or  four 
mortal  wounds,  which  deprived 
him  of  the  power  of  fpeccli,,  though 


not  of  life ;  fo  that  he  had  the 
misfortune  to  live  until  he  hacf 
feen  the  ruin  and  furrender  of  his 
party. 

Duirng  the  engagement  at  the 
town,  the  redoubt  at  Grouville, 
was  gallantly  retaken  with  fixed 
bayonets,  and  without  firing  a 
ftiot,  by  the  grenadiers  of  the  83d 
regiment,  who  were  on  their  way 
to  join  the  main  body.  Thus  the 
whole  of  the  French  party  that 
landed,  amounting  to  fomething 
about  800  men,  were  either  killed 
or  taken  prifoners.  The  Britifli 
troops  were  new  raifed,  and  no- 
thing could  exceed  the  valour  and 
good  condufl  difplaycd  both  by 
them  and  the  muitia  through  the 
whole  affair.  The  ifland  decreed 
monuments,  with  fuitable  infcrip- 
tions,  to  the  fallen  enemy,  as  well 
as  to  their  gallant  deliverer ;  but  the 
former  no  lefs  intended  to  perpe- 
tuate the  memory  of  the  furprize,  as 
a  warning  to  future  times  againft 
fimilar  negligence. 

Such  was  the  ifiue  of  the  fecond 
attempt  made  by  France  in  this  war 
upon  the  ifland  of  Jeriey. 

The  neceffity  of  the  times  had 
occafioned  much  too  long  a  delay 
in  the  relief  or  fupply  of  the  im- 
portant fortrefs  of  Gibraltar.  The 
unconfumed  part  of  the  proviiioa 
which  had  been  conveyed  to  that 
place  by  Admiral  Rodney's  fleet 
in  the  beginning  of  the  preceding 
year,  hr.d  by  this  paiTed  its  proper 
time  of  keeping,  and  befides  its 
being  generally  bad  in  quality, 
was  fo  much  reduced  in  quantity, 
as  to  afford  room  for  the  mofl:  fe- 
rious  apprehenJions.  So  early  as 
the  preceding  month  of  Odlober, 
their  wary  and  provident  governor, 
found  it  ncceffary  to  make  a  re- 
dudion  of  a  quarter  of  a  pound 
[G]   2  from 
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from  each  man's  daily  allowance 
of  bread.  Their  quantity  of  meat 
was  likewife  reduced  to  a  pound 
and  a  half  in  the  week;  and  that 
became  latterly  fo  bad  as  to  be 
fcarcely  eatable.  The  officers  were 
even  forbid  the  ufe  of  powder 
in  their  hair;  a  regulation  of  ceco- 
nomy,  which  though  not  very  eiTen- 
tlal  in  itfelf,  could  not  but  produce 
a  good  effeft  in  reconciling  the 
minds  of  the  common  men  to  the 
neceffity  of  their  fituation.  Of  all 
poflible  tefts  of  the  difcipline,  at- 
tachment, and  virtue  of  an  army, 
a  reftriftion  of  food  has  ever,  with 
juftice,  been  deemed  the  greateft. 
To  the  honour  of  the  foldiery,  in 
the  prefent  inftance,  they  not  only 
fubmitted  to  it  without  murmur, 
but  with  urriverfal  chearfulnefs  and 
good  temper. 

If  fuch  were  the  freights  of  the 
garrifon,  under  the  care  and  pro- 
vidence of  government  for  their 
fupport,  what  will  be  thought  of 
the  diftreffes  of  the  unfortunate 
inhabitants,  who  were  far  too  nu- 
merous for  fo  new  and  une.xpefted 
a  fituation,  and  were  much  in- 
creafed  by  the  families  of  the  mar- 
ried officers  ?  The  former  were 
chained  to  the  place  by  their 
houfes,  property,  and  occupations, 
as  well  as  by  habit,  connexion, 
and  the  not  knowing  whither  to 
remove.  From  the  time  of  the 
laft  fupply  from  England,  and  even 
earlier,  not  a  fmgle  veffel  had 
arrived  with  provifions  or  necef- 
faries,  either  from  the  neighbour- 
ing Barbary  fhores,  or  from  any 
of  the  more  diftant  coafts  of  Af- 
rica ;  fo  that,  along  with  every 
other  misfortune,  they  were  at 
once  cut  off  from  that  great  and 
long  eftablifhed  fource  of  a  cheap 
and  plentiful  market,  and  reduced 


to  depend  entirely  for  relief.  Oft 
the  cafual  arrival  of  a  few  fmall 
Minorquin  veffels,  whofe  fupply 
was  inlufficient,  and  prices  immo- 
derate. 

As  it  has  not  been  the  fortune 
of  the  Englifh  for  many  years  pafi: 
to  have  afted  much  upon  the  de- 
fenfive  in  fieges,  an  account  of  the 
market  prices  at  Gibraltar,  during 
that  period,  may  probably  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  matter  of  fome  cu- 
riofity  ;  but  it  is  of  much  more  mo- 
ment, as  a  means  of  conveying  in- 
formation to  the  public,  of  the  ob- 
ligations they  are  under  to  thofe 
brave  officers,  who  fo  long  fuftained 
the  honour  and  intereft  of  their 
country,  by  their  glorious  defence 
of  Gibraltar. 

Of  the  moft  common  and  in- 
difpenlible  neceffaries  of  life,  bad 
fhip  bifcuit,  full  of  worms,  was 
fold  at  a  Ihilling  a  pound ;  flour, 
in  not  much  better  condition,  at 
the  fame  price  ;  old  dried  peafe, 
at  a  third  more  ;  the  worfi:  fait,  half 
dirt,  the  fweeping  of  ihips'  bottoms 
and  ftorehoufes,  at  eight-pence ;  old 
Irifh  fait  butter,  at  half-a-crown ; 
the  worll  fort  of  brown  fugar, 
brocrght  the  fame  price  ;  and  Eng- 
lifh farthing  candles  were  fold  at 
fix-pence  a-piece. 

Eut  frefli  provifions  bore  flill 
more  exorbitant  prices.  Even  when 
the  arrival  of  velTels  from  the 
Mediterranean  opened  a  market, 
turkies  fold  at  3I.  12s.  a-piece; 
fucking  pigs,  at  two  guineas ; 
ducks,  at  half  a  guinea;  and  fmall 
hens  fold  at  nine  fliillings  a-piece. 
A  guinea  was  refufed  for  a  calf's 
pluck;  and  il.  7s.  afked  for  an 
ox  head.  To  heighten  every  dif- 
trefs,  the  firing  was  fo  nearly 
exhaufted,  as  fcarcely  to  afford  a 
fufficiency  for    the  moil  indifpen- 

fible 
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Cordova,  with  about  30  Spanifh 
Ihips  of  the  line,  was  continually 
parading  in  and  out  of  Cadiz, 
avowedly  to  fight  the  Briritli  fleet, 
and  to  intercept  the  fuccours. 
But  to  prevent  all  trouble  in  the 
bufinels,  his  force  was  magnified 
far  beyond  its  real  flate ;  and  it 
was  farther  pretended,  that  it  wa» 
to  be  joined  by  ftrong  reinforce- 
ments, as  well  from  Toulon,  as 
from  the  French  ports  in  the 
ocean.  The  matter  of  faft  was, 
that  France  was  too  anxious  and 
eager  for  the  completion  of  her 
OAii  great  fchemes  in  the  Weft 
Indies  and  North  America,  and 
for  retrieving  her  aftairs  in  the 
Eauern  world,  to  be  diverted  from 
their  purfuit  by  attending  to  the 
views  of  Spain  with  relpeifl  to 
Gibraltar.  She  accordingly  di- 
retled  her  whole  attention  and  in- 
duilry,  to  the  early  fitting  out, 
and  the  effedlual  equipment,  of 
the  fleet  which  was  to  fail  from 
Breft,  under  the  conduit  of  M.  de 
Grafle,  for  the  Well  Indies,  and 
to  the  fquadron  under  M.  de 
Suffrein,  which  was  to  proceed  in 
company,  on  its  way  to  the  Eafl 
Indies.  On  the  other  hand,  Spain, 
being  diffident  of  her  own  flre-ngth 
to  prevent  the  fuccour  of  Gib- 
raltar, boafted  loudly  of  her  cou- 
rage, and  of  the  greatnefs  of  her 
force,  hoping  thereby  to  deter  her 
enemy  from  the  attempt. 

The    fleet     failed    , ,      i.        i. 
r  c        ur  1     >       March  inh, 

from     St.      Helen's,  ^     •>    * 

with   the  great  Eall  ' 

and   Well    India    convoys,    before 

the     middle    of   March ;  but    met 

with    fome   delay  on   the    coaft   of 

Ireland,  in  waiting   for  the   viflu- 

allers   from    Corke,  which  were  to 

proceed    with    them    to    Gibraltar. 

It  was  probably  owing  to  this  de^ 

l<?]  ?  lay, 


{^le  culinary  purpofes ;  fo  that  all 
the  linen  of  the  town  and  gar- 
rifon  was  wafhed  in  cold  water, 
and  worn  without  ironing.  This 
want  was  feverely  felt  in  the  wet 
feafon  ;  which,  notwithllandlng 
the  general  warmth  of  the  cli- 
jnate,  is  exceedingly  cold  at  Gib- 
raltar. 

From  this  ftate  of  things  fome 
idea  may  be  formed  of  the  dillrelfes 
of  the  inhabitants ;  and  it  need  be 
little  wondered  at,  if  fuch  oiHcers 
as  were  not  hi^h  in  command, 
and  who  had  families  to  maintain, 
fhould  have  been  oxced-ngly  em- 
barrafled  and  diftrelTed  in  their 
circumftances.  Such  men  have 
the  fairefl  claim,  not  only  upon 
the  benevolence  but  the  jufiice  of 
{heir  country. 

The  interefls  and  honour  of 
Great  Britain  v^ere  deeply  en- 
gaged in  the  timely  relief  of  that 
important  fortrefs.  It  was  ac- 
cordingly one  of  the  firtl  objects  of 
government  in  the  commencement 
of  the  year  1 781,  and  the  grand 
fleet,  under  the  conduft  of  the 
admirals  Darby,  Digby,  and  Sir 
J.  Lockhart  Rofs,  was  fitted  out 
early  for  this  fervice.  It  was 
divided  into  three  Iquadrons  under 
their  refpedive  commanders  ;  but 
though  France,  as  well  as  Spain, 
had  loudly  boafted,  that  they 
would  not  only  difpute,  but  abfo- 
Jutely  defeat  the  execution  of  this 
defign,  yet,  fo  widely  extended 
was  the  war,  and  fo  numerous 
and  detached  were  the  fervices  of 
the  Britifh  navy,  that  only  28  fail 
of  the  line  could  be  fpared  for  fo 
great  an  objed. 

France  had,  at  the  fame  time, 
a  fleet  little  inferior  either  in 
number  or  force,  nearly  ready  for 
^e  fea  at  Breil,  and  Don  Lewis  de 


102]      ANNUAL   REGISTER,    1782, 


lay,  that  they  mifled  falling  in 
with  M.  dp  Grafle's  fleet  of  26 
ihips  of  the  line,  which  failed 
from  Breft  on  the  220  of  March. 
This  circumflance  has  occafioned 
a  quelHon,  which  has  fince  been 
not  a  little  agitated  both  in  par- 
liament and  out.  Whether  the 
intercepting  of  De  GrafTe  fhould 
not  have  been  the  firft  objcft  of 
our  fleet,  inllead  of  lofmg  time 
in  going  to  Ireland,  and  thereby 
mining  the  opportunity. 

On   the  affirmative   fide  of  the 
queftion  it  was  faid,  that  the  mea- 
fure    would  have    been  th«    means 
of  totally   overthrowing   the   great 
defigns  formed  by  France  both  in 
the  Eaftern  and  the  Weftern  world. 
That  our  Weft  India  Iflands  would 
have  been  preferved.  Lord  Corn- 
wallis's   army  faved  from  the  fatal 
cataftrophe    at    York    Town,   and 
our  hopes    and    claims    not    only 
kept  alive,   but  with  great  proba- 
bility   of  fuccefs    in  North    Ame- 
rica.— To    this    it    was   anfwered, 
that  no   certain   knowledge   could 
be  obtained  of  the  time  that   the 
Breil:    fleet  would    fail  j    that    the 
tneafure  of  intercepting   it   would 
be  a   matter  of  great  uncertainty, 
and    the    attempt    attended    with 
much   delay;  and   that  the  confe- 
quent  detention  of  the  great  out- 
ward-bound  convoys,   which  were 
under  the  care  of  Admiral  Darby, 
would  have   been  highly   deftruc- 
tive  to  our  copimerce,  and  ruinous 
to  the   merchants.      That  in   cafe 
of  fuccefs,   the   lofs   of    Gibraltar 
jnuft  be   the  certain  confequence ; 
as  it  could  rot  be  fuppofed,  that 
after  the  rough   encounter  of  two 
fleets    fo    nearly    equal    in    force. 
Admiral   Darby   Ihouid  be  in  con- 
dition   to  proceed    to    a  frefh    en- 
gagement with    the  Spanifti  fleet 


at  Cadiz,  which  was  fupcrior,  at; 
leaft  in  number,  to  either.  And, 
that  the  relief  of  Gibraltar,  as  ic 
was  executed,  was  highly  honour- 
able to  this  country  ;  and,  bcfides 
the  importance  of  the  objed  in 
itfelf,  was  abfokitcly  necefl"ary 
for  the  fupport  of  our  cuarader 
and  confequencc  with  the  other 
powers  of  Europe. 

The  Eaft  and  Weft  India  con- 
voys, amounting  to  about  300  fail, 
having  proceeded  on  their  refpec- 
tive    voyages,     the     Britifti    fleet, 
with  97  tranfports,   ftorefliips,   and 
viftuallers,   kept  on  its  courfe  for 
Gibraltar ;    and    meeting  no    ene- 
my, which  they  expefted  to  have 
done,  in  the  latitude  of  Cape  St, 
Vincents,    arrived    ofi^   Cadiz    be- 
fore   the    middle    of    April,    an4 
looking  into  the  harbour,  faw  the 
Spanifti    fleet   lying    peaceably    at 
anchor,   without   the   fmalkft    ap- 
pearance of    any  intention    to  di- 
fturb   their  purpcfe.     It  has  fince 
appeared,  that  Don  Cordova  with 
his  fleet  had  kept  the  fea  for  about 
a  month  before,  and  had  narrowly 
efcaped    an     unwilling     encounter 
with  the  Englifh ;  but  having  the 
fortune    to  receive   notice  from   a 
neutral    ftiip    of   their    near     ap- 
proach, all   the  vaunts  which  hacj 
been   fo  long    thrown  out,    of  his 
determination     and     eagernefs    to 
fight    them,    were   at    once    given 
up,  and  he  made  the   beft  of  his 
way    into   Cadiz.      On    the    fame 
day,  after  exploring      ^    ij^^^^j,. 
the  fltuation  or  the         ^  ^ 
Spanilh  fleet.  Admiral  Darby  for- 
warded   the    convoy,    with     fome 
men  of  war  and  frigates  to  cover 
them,    to    Gibraltar,    as    well    as 
1 3  fail  into  the  Mediterranean,  on 
their   way  to    Minorca,    whilft  he 
cruized   with   the  main    body  of 
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the  fleet  off  die  Streight's  moulh, 
in  order  to  watch  ihe  motions  of 
the  enemy  if  they  fiiouJd  venture 
to  pet  to  fea. 

But    though     Spain    dared     not 
to  encounter   the    Britifh    fleet    at 
fea,  (he  had  by  this  time  prepared, 
a    new,    exceedingly   troablcibme, 
and  not  a  little  dangerous,  enemy, 
within   the  Bay   of  Gibraltar  itfelf, 
upon    which    flie     depended,     not 
only    for   defeating  the    dcfign   of 
relief  to  that  forcrefs,  but  for  burn- 
ing   the    convoy  in    the    attempt. 
We  have  heretofore   had  occafion 
to    take    notice,    of    the    trouble, 
which    a  few  gun-boats    they  had 
conllruded    at  Ajgeziras,    (on    the 
oppofite  fide  of  the  bay  to  Gibral- 
tar)    had    frequently    given,     by 
coming    from    their    retreat,    and 
firing  upon   the  town  and   garrifon 
under    the    covert    of    the    night. 
The  long  leifure  of  the  fiege,  and 
the    continual    opportunity    which 
it  afforded,  for   invention,    experi- 
ment, and  practical    improvement, 
had  enabled  the  Spaniards  to  ar- 
rive  at   the   highelt   perfeclion   in 
the   conllrudion   and    management 
of  this  fort  of  veffels,  and   to  in- 
ereafe  their  number  fo  as  to  form 
a  little  fleet  of  gun -boats.      Each 
ofthefe  was  worked  by   20   oars, 
and  carried   a  long  26  pounder  in 
its   prow,  which  threw   fliot  much 
farther   than  any    ihip  guns   could 
reach;  and  this  kind  of  force  was 
rendered  Hill  more  furmidabie  and 
dangerous,   by    the   addition  offe- 
veral   bomb-boats    upoq  a   fimilar 
conllruftion.      Befides,     they     had 
(to    the   great     misfortune    of    the 
garrifon,  in  having  no  fimilar,  or 
other   force   to  oppofe  them)   been 
fc-'  fong  in  the    uninterrupted  pof- 
feffion  of  the  bay,  that  they  had 
by    tills    time    meafui-ed    all    the 


difiances,  and  knew  the  effed  of 
their  fire  in  every  direftion. 

During  the   continuance  of  the 
convoy   in   tlie   bay,  about    20   of 
thefe,    under    the     condu6l    of    a 
Don    Moreno,    who    appeared    in 
his    barge    giving    orders,    fallied, 
under  the  benefit  of  the  early  calm 
every    morning    from     Algcziras, 
and  with  a  fixed  and   Heady  aim, 
regularly    cannonaded    and     bom- 
barded our  Ihips ;  but  as  foon  as 
the   wind,  at  its   ftated   hour,  be- 
gan   to  fpring   up,   they    immedi- 
ately   fled,    and    were    purfued  in 
vain.     Thefe  attacks  were  fo  dan- 
gerous   to    the    convoy,    that    Sir 
John    Lockhart    Rofs,'    with     his 
whole  divifion  of  two-decked  fliips, 
was    fcnt    in    to    their  proteftion ; 
and  every  captain  in  his  fquadron, 
as  well  as   the  other  ofiicers,    was 
obliged  to  take  a  perfonal  and  ac- 
tive part  in  this  contemptible  war- 
fare.     Nothing     was    ever    more 
vexatious   to  the    feamen,    or   ex- 
cited their  indignation  in  a  greater 
degree,  than  the   fuccefsful  auda- 
city   of   this    petty    enemy.       As 
their  prows  were  only  expofed  to 
view,  the  objedl  was  fo  fmall,  tliat 
when  they   vfentured   wiJiin   reach 
of  our  ihot,   it    was  ftill  no  more 
than   a   bare  poffibility  to  hit  the 
mark;  and  the  repeated  exertions 
of  fomeofthe  bravell  officers  and 
befl:  feamen  in  the  world  to  cut  oiF 
their   retreat    was    fruitlefs.     The 
Spaniards  however  failed  in   their 
gTj^nd  object ;  their  continued   ef- 
forts were   only  capable  of  produ- 
cing trouble  and  vexation ;  and  fo 
far  from  burning   the   convoy,  no 
material  damage  was  done  to  any 
part  of  the  fliipping. 

Nothing  could  be  more  grievous 

to  Spain  than  this  relief,  nor  more 

mortifying  to  her  pride,  than  the 
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dlfgrace,  after  (o  much  boafting, 
which  her  navy  now  fuffered  in 
the  eyes  of  all  Europe.  She  had 
fet  her  heart  fo  entirely  on  the  re- 
covery of  Gibraltar,  that  fhe 
fcarcely  feemed  to  have  another 
pbjedl  in  the  war.  She  lavifhcd 
her  ircaiures  with  an  unfparing 
Jiand  in  that  purluit.  The  labour 
of  the  nation  was  exhauftcd  in 
the  ftupendous  works  which  fhe 
raifed  before  the  place,  and  they 
were  now  covered  with  the  molt 
tremendous  artillery  that  has  per- 
haps been  known  in  any  fiege. 
Indeed  the  whole  naval  and  mili- 
tary force  of  the  ftate,  and  its  re- 
fources  of  every  ibrt,  feemed  di- 
redcd  to  tna:  fingle  objed. 

All     thefe    powers     were     now 
Cal'cd  into  aiflion,  and  the   unfor- 
tunate   town,    with    its    miferable 
inhabitants,    were    the    vidtims    to 
her    indigi)ation.      170    pieces    of 
cannon  of  the  heavicil  metal,  and 
fourfcorc   mortars,  diigorged  their 
tremendous  torrents  of  lire    all  at 
once   upon    chat  narrow  fpot.      It 
feemed  as  if  not  only  the    works, 
but  the  rock  itielf,  mull  have  been 
overwhelmed.      'i  his  dreadful  can- 
xionade    and     bombardment,     was 
coniinued    night    and    day,    for    a 
confiderable     time,    without    inter- 
miffion.     It  is  fiid,   and  may  well 
be   fuppoied,    that   nothing    could 
be    more    fplendidly     magnificent, 
pr    dreadfully    fublime,    than     the 
view    and   the  report  of  this   tre- 
mendous fct-ne,    to  thofe   who  ob- 
ferved  them  fiom  the  neighbouring 
hills  of  Barbary  and  Sj-ain  during 
the    night;    efpecial'.y    in    the    be- 
ginning,   when   the  cannonade    of 
the    enemy    being    returned,    with 
jlill    iupcrior    power,    and   greater 
fiercenefs  by   General    Elliot,    the 
whole  rock  feemed  to  vomit  out 


fire,    and    all  dillinftion   of   partf 
was  loft  in  flame  and  fmoke. 

It  was  computed  by  the  artil- 
lery officers  and  engineers  in  the 
garrifon,  that  during  more  than 
three  wteks  from  the  firft  attack, 
the  enemy  continued  regularly  to 
expend,  at  leaft,  a  thouland  bar- 
rels of  gunpowder,  of  an  hundred 
pound  weight  each,  and  to  fire 
from  fv'ur  to  five  thoufand  fhot 
and  fheils,  in  every  twenty-four 
hours  upon  the  fortrefs.  No 
powers  of  fupply,  could  long  fup- 
port  this  expenditure.  After  dif- 
charging  75,000  fhot,  and  25,000 
9  ells  in  this  courfe  of  firing,  it 
was  then  lowered  to  about  600  of 
both  in  the  2^  hours  ;  at  which 
reduced  fcalc  it   was  continued  for 


feveral  weeks  longer. 

While  the  fleet  continued  in  the 
Bay,  Gen.  Elliot  retorted  the  ene- 
my's   attack    with    a     prodigious 
ihower    of  fire ;  but    as  it    was   a 
ftanding  maxim    with    that  •  expe- 
rienced commander  never  to  wafte 
his     ammunition,     and    that     the 
great,     and    evidently     increafing 
difficulty  of  fupply,    rendered  that     - 
caution    '.  ill    more    effentially    ne- 
cefTary,  he  foon  retrenched  in  that 
refpeft,  and  feemed  to  behold  un- 
concerned the    fury   and    violence 
of  the   enemy.      The  lofs  of  men 
on  the    fide  of  the   garrifon,  dur- 
ing   this     unexampled    cannonade 
and  bombardment,  was  much  lefs 
than  could  have  been  poflibly  ima- 
gined,   even,     without    coi-.fidering 
the     narrownefs     of    the     ground 
which  they  defended,  its  high  fitu- 
ation   above    the    works,    and   the 
great  proportion  of  their  number 
which    were    continually    expofed, 
in  the  duty  and  relief  of  their  nu- 
merous   guards.     The  whole   lofs, 
from  the  I3th  of  April  to  the  end 
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of  June,  amounted  only  to  one 
commiflioncd  officer,  and  52  pri- 
vate men  killed,  and  to  feven  offi- 
cers, and  253  others  wounded. 
The  damage  to  the  works  was  too 
trifling  to  give  any  concern  to  the 
defenders ;  but  the  duty  and  fa- 
tigue were  extreme,  and  they  ex- 
perienced in  a  high  degree  all  the 
incommodities  and  rigours  of  a 
fiege,  famine  and  peftilence  only 
excepted. 

The  town  and  its  inhabitants 
were  the  facrifice.  It  could  not 
be  large,  but  it  was  extremely  po- 
pulous. Though  the  number  of 
houfes  was  under  five  hundred, 
the  inhabitants  (at  leall  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  fiege)  confiderably 
exceeded  three  thonfand.  Thele 
were  compoied  of  various  nations 
and  religions,  the  Englifh  amount- 
ing only  to  500,  ihe  Roman  Ca- 
tholics to  near  2000,  and  the  Jews 
were  Hide  fhort  of  900.  They  had 
been  formed,  early  in  the  reign  of 
George  the  Second,  into  a  corpo- 
ration, with  a  maycr  and  aldermen 
(according  to  the  Englifh  model) 
for  their  government.  The  wives 
and  families  of  the  ofHcers  and  gar- 
rifon,  it  is  prcbab  e,  are  not  in- 
cluded in  this  ellimate. 

Upon  thefe  fell,  almofl,  the 
whole  weight  of  this  cruel  can- 
nonade and  bombardment  Such 
as  wer*"  not  buried  in  the  ruin^  of 
their  houfes,  or  torn  to  p'eces  by 
the  fhells,  in  the  general  deflruc- 
tion  of  the  firll  night,  fled,  many 
of  them  nearly  naked,  to  the  re- 
mote parts  of  the  rock.  But  the 
(hells  from  the  batteries  reached  to 
places  which  had  always  been  deem- 
ed fecure  ;  and  where  thefe  failed, 
the  gun-boats  lurking  in  the  dark, 
DO'jred  death  and  deflrui^ion  during 


the  night  to  the  moft  fequeflered  re- 
cefTes.  No  fcene  could  be  more  de- 
plorable, it  is  faid,  that  mothers 
and  children,  clafped  in  each  others 
arms,  were,  at  the  fame  inllant,  fo 
completely  blown  to  pieces  by  the 
bombs,  that  it  fecmed  rather  an  an- 
nihilation, than  a  dilperfJon  of  their 
fhattered  fragments.  Thecafemates^ 
which  could  alone  afford  fecurity, 
were  filled  by  the  garrifon ;  and 
happy  did  ladies  of  the  greatell  fenfi- 
bility  and  moft  delicate  habits  deeni 
it,  to  be  adniitted  to  a  few  hours  re- 
pofe  in  them,  amidit  all  the  nolfe  of 
a  crowded  foldiery,  and  the  groans 
of  the  wounded  who  were  brought 
in  from  their  works. 

Time  and  fear,  by  degrees,  led 
to  the  difcovery  of  new  places  of 
fecurity  ;  nor  was  the  fire  of  the 
enemy  at  all  times  equally  fatal  ia 
thefe  within  reach ;  but  when  a  cef- 
fation  of  its  violence  enfucd,  the  fur- 
viving  inhabitants  having  loft  their 
houfes  and  property,  could  no  longer 
live  in  the  piace.  They  accordingly, 
including  the  families  of  the  oih- 
cers,  eagerly  feized  every  opportu- 
nity of  fhipping  that  offered  for  an 
efcape,  whether  to  England  or  to  the 
neiL;hbouring  countries. 

it  feemed  as  if  the  fpoil  of  the 
Dutch  iiland  of  St.  Euftatius  had 
been  fubjecl  to  fome  flitality, 
which  was  to  deprive  the  nation 
as  well  as  the  captors  of  its  bene- 
fit. A  rich  convoy,  freighted  with 
the  moft  valuable  commodities  ta- 
ken at  that  ifland,  was  on  its  way  to 
England,  at  the  time  that  Admiral 
Darby  failed  to  the  relief  of  Gib- 
raltar. France,  determining  to  pro- 
fit of  the  abfence  of  the  grand 
fleet,  had  equipped  feven  or  eight 
fhips  of  the  line  with  the  utmoll: 
expedition    at  Breft,   which    were 
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fent  out  under  the  command  of 
M.  de  la  Motte  Piquet,  in  order 
to  intercept  the  Enltatius  convoy, 
as  well  as  a  rich  fleet,  which  was 
then  likcwife  on  its  way  home  from 
Jamaica, 

M.  Piquet  fucceeded  in  the  firll 
part  of  his  defign.  Commodore 
Hotham  had  only  four  fliips  of  war 
for  the  protedlion  of  the  convoy 
>-  _  ,  from  St.  Euftatius.  Four- 
■'  "^  *  teen  or  fifteen  of  the 
merchant  (hips  were  taken ;  but  the  - 
men  of  war,  with  the  remainder  of 
the  convoy,  were  fiieltered  in  fome 
of  the  weftern  ports  of  Ireland.  Ad- 
vice of  this  mifadventure  being  re- 
ceived in  the  grand  fieet  on  its 
way  back  from  Gibraltar,  Admiral 
Darby  imm.ediatelydifpatched  a  {xii- 
^cient  force  to  intercept  M.  Piquet's 
fquadron,  on  its  return  to  France. 
The  French  commander  prudently 
evaded  this  danger;  for  upon  find- 
ing the  number  and  richnefs  of  his 
prizes,  he  thought  their  preferv- 
ation  of  too  much  importance  to 
be  hazarded  upon  a  very  doubtful 
contingency ;  and  giving  up  at 
once  all  views  upon  the  Jamaica 
fleet,  his  immediate  return  to  his 
own  coafts,  was  barely  fufficient 
to  prevent  his  falling  in  with  the 
Britilli  fquadron.  It  was  faid,  that 
the  under-writers,  or  infurers  in 
England,  loft  fix  or  feven  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  by  this  cap- 
ture. 

A  fecret  expedition,  to  a  very 
remote  part  of  the  world,  had  been 
long  talked  of,  and  fuppofed  to 
have  been  more  than  once  in  con- 
templation in  England.  The  re- 
ports of  great  commotions  in  Peru, 
and  fome  other  of  the  Spanifh  do- 
minions in  America,  made  it  ge- 
jierally  fuppofed     ihat   the    Soulh 


Seas  would  have  been  the  deftina- 
tion  of  fjch  an  armament.  It  feems 
probable,  that  nothing  lefs  than  the 
numberiefs  exigencies,  and  the  va- 
rious untoward  events  of  the  war, 
could  have  delayed  the  profecution 
of  a  defign,  which  feemed  pregnant 
with  the  moil  fatal  confequences  to 
the  enemy. 

At   this    time,  when    our    ene- 
mies  were    multiplied,  the    defiga . 
feemed  not  oniy  to  be  revived,  but 
to  be  ferioufly  adopted.     A  fmall 
fquadron  (whofe    objefts    and   de- 
llination  were    kept  fecret)    under 
the  conduft.  of  Commodore  John- 
iior.e,  with  a   body  of  laud  forces 
commanded  by  General  Meadows, 
(who  had    been  fo    highly    diftin- 
guiihed  in  the    aftion  with  D'Ef- 
taing  at   St.    Lucia)    accompanied 
the    grand    fleet  on    its    departure 
from    England    for    the   relief   of 
Gibraltar.      The    fquadron     con- 
fifted  of  a  feventy-four,   a   fixty- 
four,    and  three    fifty  -  gun    fhips, 
befides    feveral    frigates,    a  bomb- 
veflel,  firefliip,  and  fome  floops  of 
war.     The    land   force  was    com- 
pofed  of  three  new  regiments  of  a 
thoufand   men  each.     Several  out- 
ward   bound    Eaft-India-men    and 
ftore  or  ordnance  vefTelsj  went  out 
with   this    convoy,  and    the  whole 
fleet,     including      tranfports     and 
armed    ftiips,    amounted    to    more 
than    forty    fail.     The    object    of 
this    armament     was    undoubtedly 
changed    in    confcquence    of    the 
Dutch    war,   which  occafioned    an 
attempt  upon  the  Cape   of  Good 
Hope    to    be    fubflituted,    in     the 
place  of  the  large  field  of  enter- 
prize   which    lay  open    in    South- 
America.     The  war  was  too  vaft^ 
to  afford  a  poflibility  of  feeding  it 
in  all  its  parts. 

This 
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This  change  of  objcft  did  not 
'cape  the   penetration   of  France 
;-.d  Holland.      The  latter,   trem- 
ing  at    the  danger  to  which  all 
her  pofleffionh  in  the   Eall  would  be 
expolcd  by  the  lofs  of  that  moft 
important  and  valuable  fettlement, 
and   being   totally  incapable    her- 
felf  of  providing    for  its  defence, 
had  no  other  reloiirce  in  this  ex- 
treme  urgency,  than  by  an  appli- 
cation to  lier  new  friend  and  ally 
for    afliftance    to    avert    an    evil, 
which   was   capable  in    its   confe- 
quences    of  (baking  the   Republic 
to    its    foundations.      France    v/as 
fcarcely  !els  interefted  in  the  pre- 
fervation   of  the    Cape    of   Good 
Hope,    or    lefs    concerned    in    the 
ponfequences  of  its  lofs,  than  Hol- 
land ;  but  (he  was  befides  defirous, 
and  it  was  no  lefs  neceflary,   that, 
under  the  circumllances  of  fo  new 
and   unexpedted  a  conne(51;ion,    fhe 
fhould,  by  a  timely  difplay  of  her 
power    and    gratitude,   juftify     to 
them  and  to  the  world,  the  extra- 
ordinary part   which   fhe  had    led 
the  States-General  to  take  in  the 
conteft.      A  fquadron  of  five  fhips 
of   the    line,    and    fome    frigates, 
xvith  a  body  of  land  forces,  were 
accordingly   dcllined   to    this    fer- 
vice,  under  the  conduft  ofM.  de 
Suffrein,  who  failed  from  Brell,  in 
company     with    the     grand     fleet 
bound  to    the    Wefl-Indies    under 
the   Count  de   Grafl'e,  in  the  latter 
end  of  March.      The  naval   part 
of  this  armament,    was   ultimately 
defigned  to  reinforce  M.  de  Orves, 
and  to  oppoic  the  Engliili  fleet  un- 
der Sir    Edward   Hughes,    in  the 
Eaft-Indies ;  but   Suffrein's  imme- 
diate   and    particular     inftrudtions 
went,    to    purfue    and     counteract 
Johnftone's  armament,  upon  every 
occafion,    and    in    every    pofTible 


manner;  fiiil,  however,  ^keeping 
a  conflant  eye  to  his  principal  ob- 
jedf,  the  efFeftual  protedion  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which 
was  to  take  place  of  all  other  con- 
fiderations  whatever. 

As  there  was  no  great  difference 
in  point  of  time,  between  the  de- 
parture of  the  two  armaments 
from  England  and  France,  their 
encounter  was,  even  in  the  ufual 
ccurfe  of  things,  not  improbable; 
but  as  the  court  of  Verfailles  was 
accurately  informed  of  Johnflone's 
force,  and  of  all  the  gircumftances 
attending  his  convoy,  it  may  be 
reafonably  fuppofed,  that  they 
were  not  totally  ignorant  of  his 
coiirfe,  any  more  than  of  his  de- 
fHnaticn. 

That  commodore  had,  with  the 
fleet  under  his  care,  put  into  the 
Cape  de  Verd  Iflands,  belonging 
to  Portugal,  for  water  and  frefh 
provifions ;  and  as  they  had  no 
idea  of  any  enemy  or  danger  being 
at  hand,  they  feem  to  have  lain 
without  much  care  or  order,  as  it 
fuited  the  convenience  of  the  re- 
fpedive  captains,  in  an  open  har- 
bour or  bay  called  Port  Praya, 
fituated  in  the  mofl  confidcrable 
of  thofe  iflands,  called  St.  Ja^o, 
and  belongiiig  to  tlie  principal 
town.  A  great  number  of  tiio 
crews  were  abfent  from  the  fhips, 
being  engaged  in  the  various  pur- 
pofes  of  watering,  fiihing,  em- 
barking live  catile,  and  all  the 
other  occupations,  necelTary  to 
the  preparation  or  fupply  of  lb 
many  vefl'els,  for  fo  long  a  voyage, 
A  number  of  men  and  officers  were 
likewife  on  fhore,  partaking  of  the 
health  and  recreations  of  the 
illand. 

In    this    unprepared   and   difor- 
dered  ftate,  the  Ifis  man  of  war  of 
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50    guns,  which  happened    to   be 

one  of   the   outermolt  fhips,    per- 

A     ■^     /■     ceived,      between     nine 

•^P^j^^"'    and  ten    in    the  morn- 

coming  clofe  round  under  a  nar- 
row flip  of  land,  the  extreme  point 
of  which  forms  the  eaftern  angle 
at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour ; 
and  although  the  land  of  the  inr 
tervening  neck  was  high,  fo  much 
was  feen  of  their  fignals  and  man- 
ner of  working,  that  they  were 
eafily  perceived  to  be  an  enemy, 
and  judged  to  be  French.  The 
alarm  being  given,  %nals  for  un- 
mooring, for  prepaftng  for  ac- 
tion, and  for  recalling  the  people 
on  (hore,  were  fpeediiy  thrown 
out;  for  though  the  port  was  neu- 
tral, it  was  well  known  that  the 
French,  where  advantage  offered, 
were  feldom  fcrupulous  in  the  ob- 
fervation  of  it;«and  befides,  as 
the  Portuguefe  fort  Snd  garrifon 
were  utterly  incapable  of  main- 
taining the  rights  of  fovereignty, 
it  might  be  fuppofed  tliat  they 
would  be  lefs  attended*  to. 

No  fleet  could  be  taken  at  a 
greater  difadvantage ;  and  among 
their  various  emibarrafirnenfc  it  was 
not  the  leaft,  that  the  decks  of 
Hiofi;  of  the  fliips  were  encumbered 
with  water  cafes  and  live  ftock, 
while  the  fuddennefs  of  the  attack 
aftbrded  no  time  for  their  being 
cleared-  'M.  de  Suffrein,  having 
feparated  from  the  conyoy,  and 
hauling  clofe  round  the  eaflej-n 
point  of  land,  with  his  five  fail  of 
the  line,  was  very  foon  in  the 
centre  of  the  Britifh  fleet,  the 
French  fhips  firing  on  both  fides 
as  they  pafled.  I'he  Hannibal,  of 
74  guns,  M.  de  Tremignon,  led 
the  way  with  great  intrepidity  5 
and  when  he  got  as  near  our  Ihips 


(the  Hero,  of  74  guns.  Captain 
Hawker,  the  Monmouth  of  64, 
Captain  Alms,  and  the  Jupiter  of 
50,  Captain  Parfley)  as  he  could 
fetch,  dropped  his  anchors  with  a 
noble  air  of  refolution,  which 
gained  the  s,pp1aufe  even  of  his 
enemies.  I'he  Heros,  of  the  fame 
force,  M.  de  Sulirein's  own  fhip, 
took  the  next  place;  and  the  Ar- 
tefien,  of  64  guns,  anchored  a- 
ftern  of  the  Heros.  The  Vengeur 
and  Sphynx,  of  64  ^uns  each, 
ranged  up  and  down,  as  they 
could,  through  the  crowd  of  fliips, 
and  fired,  on  either  fide,  at  every 
fhip  as  they  pafTed.  The  Rom- 
ney,  of  50  guns,  the  commodore's 
own  ibip,  being  too  far  advanced 
towards  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  and 
too  much  Interrupted  by  the  vef- 
fels  that  lay  between,  to  take  an 
effedive  part  in  the  adtion,  Mr. 
Johnftone  accordingly  quitted  her, 
and  went  on  board  the  Hero. 

The  engagement  lafted  from 
firfl;  to  laft  about  an  hour  and  half  j 
and  the  fhips  being  very  clofe,  and 
the  Englilh  firing  only  from  one 
fide,  the  guns  were  inceflantly 
played,  and'  the  cannonade  was 
extremely  heavy.  In  fome  time 
after  the  adion  began,  feveral  of 
the  India  fliips,  having  recovered 
from  their  firil  furprize,  fired  with 
good  efieft  on  the  enemy.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  two  French 
feventy-fours  carried  much  hea- 
vier metal  than  the  Engllfh,  their 
Ipweft  tiers  of  36  pounders  throw- 
ing fhfOt  equal  to  42  pounds  of  our 
weight ;  and  the  Ifis,  as  v/ell  as 
the  Romney,  was  by  fltuation  cut 
off  from  any  great  fhare  in  the  ac- 
tion ;  although  the  former  fuftered 
fcverely  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy 
as  they  pafled. 

In  aoout  an  hour^  the  fituation 
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cf  the  three  French  fhips  at  anchor 
became  too  intolerable  to  be  en- 
dured, and  M.  de  Cardaillac,  a 
knight  of  Malta,  and  captain  of 
the  Artefien,  being  killed,  that 
ihip  cut  her  cable,  and  endea- 
voured to  make  the  beft  of  her  way 
out.  M.  de  Suffrein,  thus  de- 
ferted  by  his  fecond  a-ftern,  found 
the  danger  fo  grcsrt,  and  the  ad- 
venture fo  hopclefs,  that  he  fol- 
lowed the  example.  The  un- 
fortunate Hannibal  was  now  left 
alone  as  a  mark  to  be  fired  at,  by 
every  ftiip  in  the  fleet  whofe  guns 
could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
objeft ;  while  flie  was  herfelf  fo 
dismantled  and  ruined,  that  her 
returns  were  flow  and  ineffeclive. 
Overwhelmed  by  fuch  a  weight 
and  quantity  of  lire,  fhc  exhibited 
an  extraordinary  fpedacle  of  di- 
firefs  and  gallantry  ;  the  only  com- 
fort left  in  fo  terrible  a  fituation, 
being  the  irnpoflibility  of  its  loiig 
continuance.  She  had  already  loii 
her  fore-maft  and  bowfprit,  and 
her  cable  being  either  cut  or 
fhot  away,  in  the  eftbrt  of  hoifling 
more  fail  to  get  out  of  the  fire,  both 
her  main  and  mizen  mails  went 
overboard,  fo  that  Ihe  remained  a 
mere  hulk  upon  the  water.  It  is 
not  eafy  to  be  under  flood  by  land- 
men, how  fhe  could  efcape  in  fuch 
a  condition.  Her  colours  were 
cither  flruck,  or  (hot  away ;  the 
former  being  aflerted  on  one  fide, 
and  denied  on  the  other.  She, 
however,  joined  the  other  fhips  at 
the  mouth  of  the  bay  ;  and  was 
towed  ofl",  and  afiilled  in  erefting 
jury  mafts  by  them.  As  their  at- 
tack was  fuddcn,  their  retreat  was 
fo  precipitate,  that  the  Sphyhx, 
of  64  guns,  narrowly  eicaped  be- 
ing  loft    upon    a    reef  of   rocks. 


which  runs  out  from  the  wcllern 
point  of  the  harbour. 

Commodore  Johnflone  purfued 
the  enemy,  and  endeavoured  to  re- 
new the  engagement.  But  various 
obftacles,  among  which  were  the  da- 
mage fullained  by  the  Jfic,  the  na- 
ture of  the  winds  and  currents,  and 
the  late  time  of  day  at  which  there 
fegmed  any  poflibility  of  its  being 
done,  all  concurre'd  in  defeating 
this  purpofe.  The  Hinchingbrooke 
Ealblndiaman,  which,  afcer  a  gal- 
lant refinance,  and  being  much 
torn,  had  been  carried  out  by  the 
enemy,  was  re-taken  j  and,  as  if  it 
had  been  decreed,  that  they  fliould 
bear  away  no  trophy  from  this  ac- 
tion, the  Infernal  fire-fiiip,  which 
(by  unluckily  lying  too  near  the 
mouth  of  the  bay)  had  llkewife  been 
carried  oft,  was  recovered  by  her 
own  crew. 

Such  was  the  ifTue  of  this  flrange- 
ly  condufted,  irregular,  and  con- 
fufed  action,  in  which  M,  de  Suf- 
frein made  no  great  difplay  of 
thofe  eminent  qualities,  which  have 
fince,  through  the  feries  of  hard- 
fought  and  defptrate  confiids  he 
fullained  againlt  Sir  Edward  Hughes 
in  India,  rendered  his  name  fo  high- 
ly and  fo  defervedly  renowned.  Ihe 
French  feem  to  have  built  too 
much  upon  the  advantages  of  their 
furprizc ;  and  to  have  afted  as  if 
they  had  been  rufhing  on  to  a 
certain  prey,  rather  than  to  the 
rough  encounter  of  an  enemy,  who 
was  in  all  circumilances  and  fitu- 
ations^  truly  formidable.  A  few 
of  our  land  otncers  and  foldiers, 
who  were  paftlngers  en  board  the 
India  Ihips  and  tranfpcrts,  were 
killed  or  wounded  ;  but  the  lofs 
of  men  upon  the  whole,  confidcr- 
ii^g  the  clofeiieL  of  the  af.lon,  the 
Imcoth" 
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fmoothnefs  of  the  water,  with  the 
number  and  crowded  fituation  of 
the  Ihipping,  was  very  imall ;  and 
fuch  as  it  was,  was  fo  divided, 
that  almofl  every  vefTel  of  the  fleet 
and  convoy  fuicained  forae  part. 
The  merchant  fhipping  received, 
however,  confiderable  damage  in 
their  hulls  and  rigging.  The  For- 
titude Indiaman  was  dilHnguifh- 
ed  by  the  extraordinary  bravery 
of  her  defence ;  and  when  fhe 
was  at  length,  after  much  fire, 
boarded,  Captain  Jenkinfon,  who, 
with  his  company  of  the  98th  regi- 
ment were  paffengers,  moft  gal- 
lantly cleared  the  deck  and  rigging 
of  the  enemy;  and  the  viftors  had 
afterwards  the  fatisfadlion  of  tak- 
ing up  and  faving  fome  of  thofe 
whom  they  had  compelled  to  jump 
overboard. 

-  .  1  The  fleet  failed  from 
May  2cl.  p^^^    p^^y^    .^    ^^^   j^g_ 

ginning  of  May,  and  towards  the 
middle  of  June  the  commodore 
difpatched  Captain  Pigot,  with 
three  or  four  of  the  belt  failing  fri- 
gates and  cutters,  to  proceed  to- 
wards the  fouthern  extremity  of 
Africa,  in  order,  if  poflible,  to 
obtain  fome  intelligence  of  the 
Hate  of  the  enemy  in  that  quar- 
ter ;  with  infirudlions  to  rejoin  the 
fleet,  at  a  given  point  of  latitude 
and  longitude.  Captain  Pigot  had 
the  fortune  to  fall  in  with  and 
take  a  large  Dutch  Eall:- India  fliip 
of  1200  tons  burthen,  which  had 
newly  failed  from  Saldanha  Bay 
near  the  Cape ;  ftie  was  laden 
with  ftores  and  provifions,  befides 
40,000 1.  in  bullion,  for  the  ifland 
of  Ceylon  ;  but  the  intelligence  flie 
afforded  was  of  ftill  greater  value 
than  the  cargo. 

From  this  it  appeared,  that  M. 


de  Suffrein,  with  five  fail  of  the 
line,  moil  of  his  tranfports,  and  a: 
confiderable  body  of  troops,  ha<f 
arrived  at  Falfe  Bay,  on  the  21ft 
of  June;  and  that  feveral  Dutch 
Eafl- India  fhips  (homeward  bound, 
but  afraid  to  proceed)  vvere  then 
at  anchor  in  Saldanha  Bay,  which 
lies  about  fourteen  leagues  to  the 
northward  of  the  Cape  town  and 
fort.  To  explain  the  caufe  of 
their  lying  at  {o  great  a  diftance 
from  their  principal  fettlement  and 
defence,  it  may  be  necefl'ary  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  Table  Bay,  upoii 
which  thefe  lie,  is  not  only  much 
fmaller,  and  lefs  convenient  than 
that  of  Saldanha,  but  is  exceed- 
ingly dangerous  to  fhipping  du- 
ring the  winds  that  blow  in  our 
fummer  months.  Thefe  bad  pro- 
perties attending  Table  Bay,  was 
the  motive  of  M.  de  SufFrein's  an- 
choring in  Falfe  Bay,  which  lies 
at  the  back  of  that  very  long  and 
narrow  neck  of  land,  running  far 
out  into  the  fea,  the  mountain  at 
whofe  head  forms  what  is  properly 
called  the  Cape.  The  bottom  of 
this  bay  lies  within  about  three 
leagues  by  land  of  the  Cape  town 
(which  is  fituated  a  little  higher 
up  on  the  oppfite  coaft  than  the 
jundion  of  the  continent  with  the 
peninfula)  although  the  paffage  by 
fea  round  the  neck  is  long,  diffi- 
cult, and  dangerous. 

The  timely  arrival  of  the  French 
fquadron  and  troops  was  what  pre- 
ferved  the  Cape  arid  its  dependent 
fettlements  to  Holland ;  for  nei- 
ther their  troops  nor  their  fortifi- 
cations were  at  all  capable  of  re- 
fiftlng  the  land  and  the  naval  force* 
under  General  Meadows  and  Com- 
modore Johnftone.  The  frigates 
having    rejoined     the    fleet,    with 

their 
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their  prize  and  intelligence,  pretty 
early  in  July,  and  the  commahders 
finding  that  their  views  on  the  Cape 
were  entirely  frultrated,  Mr.  John- 
ftone  determined  to  profit  of  what 
was  yet  wiihin  reach,  by  an  attempt 
upon  the  Dutch  Ihips  in  the  bay  of 
iialdanha. 

This  fcheme  was  ably  and  fuc- 
cefsfully  condu£led.  The  perfedt 
knowledge  which  our  feamen  had 
of  that  bay,  as  well  as  of  the 
whole  coalt,  afforded  them  the 
grcateft  advantages  in  the  execu- 
tion. The  difliculty  lay  in  con- 
ducing the  furprize  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, as  fliould  prevent  the  enemy 
from  having  time  to  deltroy  the 
fhipping.  To  facilitate  this  pur- 
pole,  the  commodore  took  the 
charge  of  pilotage  upon  himfelf; 
and  running  in  under  the  fliore  in 
the  night,  and  judging  his  diftancc 
only  by  the  lead,  he  was  enabled 
by  traverfes  to  turn  into  Saldanha 
Bay  betimes  in  the  morning ;  and 
was  fo  alert  and  rapid  in  his  move- 
ments, that  though  the  enemy 
were  apprehenfive  of  their  danger, 
and  had  kept  their  fore-top-fails 
bent  in  preparation,  yet  they  had 
fcarcely  time,  from  the  difcovery 
to  the  coming  up  of  the  Britifh 
fhips,  to  loofe  them,  to  cut  their 
cables,  and  to  run  the  vefiels  on 
fhore.  The  boats  being  inftantly 
manned,  the  feamen  with  their 
ufual  alacrity  boarded  the  iTiips, 
which  were  already  fet  on  fire  by 
the  enemy,  and  had  the  fortune 
to  extinguifn  the  flames,  and  to 
fave  four  large  fliips,  from  looo 
to  Jioo  tons  each;  but  the  fire 
raged  with  fuch  fury  in  the  Mid- 
dleburgh,  of  equal  burthen,  that 
all  their  efrorts  to  fave  her  were 
jnefFeftual,  and  ihe  blew  up  in 
Icfs   than   ten    minutes    after    the 


boats  had  abandoned  her ;  but  hy 
a  moil  extraordinary  exertion  of 
labour  and  courage,  they  towed 
her  out  flcrn  foremofl-,  and  thereby 
faved  the  other  prizes  from  de- 
flrudion.  It  was  a  matter  of  fome 
curiofity,  to  fee  General  Meadows 
perfonaily  alTilltng  in  this  danger- 
ous fcrvice,  which  was  fo  entirely 
foreign  to  his  profeffional  line  of 
adion. 

A  remarkable  inflance  here  oc- 
curred, of  the  miferies  to  which 
royalty,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  man- 
kind, is  at  times  liable,  and  of  the 
ruin  which  generally  attends  all  in- 
timate connections  between  weak 
Hates  and  the  more  powerful ;  which 
becomes  ftill  more  inevitable,  and 
the  calamity  infinitely  more  grie- 
vous, if  the  flrongcr  is,  under  any 
pretence,  admitted  to  gain  a  hold 
and  footing  in  the  country  of  the 
weaker. 

A  boat  was  feen  rowing  from 
the  fhore  to  the  comra.odore's  fhip, 
filled  with  people  in  the  eaftera 
garb,  who,  while  yet  at  a  diflance, 
made  the  moft  humiliatijig  figns  of 
fupplication.  Thefe  were  no  lefs 
than  the  two  kings  of  Ternate 
and  Tidore  (two  of  the  valuable 
fpice  idands)  with  the  princes  of 
their  rcfpedive  families,  who  had 
been  long  expiating,  in  the  ex- 
treme of  mifery,  thole  bleflings  of 
nature,  which  had  rendered  their 
countries  the  objefls  of  foreign 
ambition  and  avarice.  Thefe  un- 
happy princGs  having,  upon  fome 
jealoufy  or  fufpiclon,  been  dc- 
pofed  by  the  Dutch,  had,  accord- 
ing to  the  harlli  and  cruel  maxims 
which  have  ever  dilgraccd  their 
government  in  the  Eal'r,  for  feye- 
ral  years  been  confined  within  the 
limits  of  a  parched  and  defolate 
ifiand  near  this  place,  which  ferves 

as 
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as  a  common  prifon  and  receptacle 
for  nialefartors  and  ciiminals  of  all 
degrees  and  countries,  from  their 
various  fettlemc-.ts  in  India;  where 
thefe  royal  perfonag^s,  with  their 
families,  were,  witiiout  regard  to 
fex  or  quality,  obliged  to  herd 
upon  equal  terms  with  the  mofi 
profligate  and  abandoned  of"  the 
human  race.  It  feems  they  had 
been  lately  removed  upon  fome 
occafion  from  the  ifland  to  the 
continent ;  and  feizing  the  oppor- 
tunity which  the  prefent  moment 
of  terror  and  confufion  afforded  to 
efcape  from  bondage,  they  flew  for 
refuge  and  piotcdion  to  the  Englilli 
fquadron. 

The  prizes  being  got  afloat,  and 
their  principal  fails,  which  had 
been  carefully  ihidden,  fortunate- 
ly recovered,  they  required  but 
little  delay  in  their  equipment, 
which  had  been  already  completed 
for  their  homeward  voyage.  The 
commodore  accordingly  (as  the 
great  objeft  of  his  expedition  had 
failed)  with  the  Romney,  and  moll 
of  the  frigates,  returned  with  his 
valuable  prizes  to  Europe.  The 
reft  of  the  fleet,  with  General 
Meadows  and  the  troops,  proceed- 
ed on  their  defdned  courfe  to  the 
Eaft-Indies.  In  that  marked  courfe 
of  ill  fortune,  which  has  almoll 
confl:antly  attended  us  during  this 
war,  one  of  the  prizes  was  loft 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Channel, 
and  a  number  of  brave  feamen 
perifhed  in  her.  This  expedition 
airbrded  much  matter  of  difcufficm 
at  home. 

The  fury  of  the  Spaniards  feem- 
ed  exhaufted  before  Gibraltar,  and 
towards  the  clofe  of  the  fum- 
mer,  an  extraordinary  degree  of 
quiet  prevailed  on  both  fides.  The 
works    were  found  by   experience 


fuperior  to  all  their  efforts,  th<f 
garrifon  held  their  fire  in  con- 
tempt, and  the  town  being  de- 
ftroyed,  and  the  inhabitants  gone, 
no  gratification  remained  to  re- 
venge. The  gun  bouts  ftill  con- 
tinued to  be  troublefome  at  night ; 
but  the  governor  having  received 
fome  cannon  of  a  very  long  bore, 
which  were  fent  for  the  purpofe 
from  England,  a'-id  they,  with  a 
number  of  mortars,  being  fixed  on 
the  neareft  batteries,  their  fhot,  as 
well  as  the  fhells,  reached  to  the 
very  centre  of  the  Spanifli  camp; 
and  it  being  foon  obferved,  that 
thefe  were  only  fired  in  return  for 
the  infolence  of  the  boats,  the  Spa- 
nifli commanders  found  it  conve- 
nient to  reflrain  the  one,  in  or- 
der to  obviate  the  mffchief  aad  con- 
fufion occafioned  by  the  other ;  fo 
that  by  a  fort  of  tacit  convention, 
hoililltles,  for  fome  time,  ceafed  on 
both  fides. 

But  during  this  calm.  General 
Elliot,  whofe  eftablilhed  charac- 
ter of  prudence,  caution,  and  the 
greatefc  tendernefs  for  the  lives  of 
his  men,  was  capable  of  lulling 
the  moft  watchful  enemy  into  fe- 
curity,  was  meditating  a  heavy  blow 
upon  the  Spanifli  camp.  It  was 
not  apprehended,  that  a  commander 
who  was  fo  great  an  ceconomift 
6venofhi.s  arnnaunition,  as  well  as 
of  every  thing  elfe,  need  be  fuf- 
pedled  of  great,  daring,  and  ha- 
zardous enterprize.  The  event  how- 
ever fliewedj  that  the  molt  prudent 
caution,  and  the  boldell  enterprize, 
when  under  the  diredtion  of  ex- 
perience and  judgment,  were  per- 
feftly  confiflent. 

General  Elliot  feeing  that  the 
enemy's  fl.upendous  works  were 
now,  after  immenfe  labour  and 
expence,   arrived   at  their  higheil 

ftate 
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Hate  of  perfection,  confidered  this 
as  the  proper  feafon  of  attempting 
atonce  to  fruRrace  all  their  views, 
by  attacking,  Itorming,  and  de- 
ftroying  them.  The  defign  \vr.s 
glorious,  and  the  objedl  great. 

The  time  being  fixed,  and  all 
the  arrangements  made,  a  Ilrong 
detachment  iflued  from  the  garri- 
fon,  upon  the  fetting  of  the  moon, 
at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  of 
the  27th  of  November,  lySv. 
The  troops  were  divided  in  three 
columns,  the  centre  being  led  by 
the  Hanoverian  Lieutenant- Colo- 
nel Dackenhaufen ;  the  column 
on  the  right,  by  Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel Hugo,  of  the  fame  corps ; 
and  that  on  the  left,  by  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Trig,  of  the  12th 
regiment.  The  referve  was  led 
by  Major  Max-well,  of  the  73d; 
a  party  of  feamen,  in  two  divi- 
fions,  by  the  Lieutenants  Camp- 
bell and  Muckle,  of  the  Brilliant 
and  Porcupine  royal  frigates ;  and 
the  whole  body  was  commanded  by 
Brigadier-General  Rofs.  Each 
column  was  formed  in  the  follow- 
ing order;  an  advanced  corps;  a 
body  of  pioneers  ;  a  party  of  ar- 
tillery men,  carrying  combulH- 
bles ;  a  fuftaining  corps ;  and  a 
referve  in  the  rear.  The  pioneers 
of  the  left  column  were  feamen. 

Nothing  ever  exxeeded  the  fi- 
lence  and  order  of  the  march,  the 
vigour  and  fpirit  of  the  attack,  or 
the  nice  and  exad  combination  of 
all  the  parts.  The  whole  exterior 
front  of  the  enemy's  works  was  at 
the  fame  inftant  every  where  at- 
tacked, and  the  ardour  of  the 
troops  was  in  every  place  irrcfift- 
ible.  The  Spaniards,  aftonilhcd, 
and  difmaycd  by  the  fury  of  the 
affailants,  gave  way  on  every  fide ; 
and    were    foon    obliged    cntirclv. 
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and  with  the  utmoft  precipitation, 
to  abandon  thofe  prodigious  works, 
which  had  coll  fo  much  labour, 
time  and  expcnce  in  the  con- 
ftrudlion,  and  in  whofe  expefted 
eftl-cl,  the  hopes  of  all  Spain  were 
centered.  The  molt  wonderful 
exertions  were  made  by  the  pio- 
neers and  artillery  men,  who 
fpread  their  fire  with  fuch  afto- 
nidiing  rapidity,  that  in  half  an 
hour,  two  mortar  batteries  of  ten 
thirteen  inch  mortars,  and  three 
batteries  of  heavy  cannon,  with 
all  the  lines  of  approach,  commu- 
nication, and  traverfe,  were  in 
flames,  and  every  thing  fubje£l  to 
the  adion  of  fire,  was  finally  re- 
duced to  afhes.  The  mortars  and 
cannon  were  fpiked,  and  their 
beds,  carriages,  and  platforms  de- 
ftroyed.  The  magazines  blew  up 
one  after  another  in  the  courfe  of 
the  confiagration. 

The  fugitives  from  the  works 
feemed  to  communicate  their  own 
confufion  to  the  whole  Spanidi 
camp.  They  continued  tame 
fpedators  of  the  havock  that  was 
made,  without  an  efrbrt  to  fave  or 
to  aveng:::  their  v/orks,  unlefs,  that 
an  ill  directed  and  inefreflive  fire  of 
round  and  grape  fliot,  from  dif- 
ferent dirctfcions  towards  the  fcene 
of  deftruttion,  might  be  confidered 
as  either.  The  whole  f;;rvice  was 
performed,  and  the  detachment 
returned  to  the  garrifon,  before 
day-break ;  it  not  exceeding  two 
hours  from  the  time  of  their  de- 
parture. Their  lofs  was  too  in- 
confiderable  to  be  mentioned. 
The  deftruftion  which  they  made 
among  the  enemy  in  the  works, 
could  not,  from  the  darknefs,  and 
that  rapidity  of  adion  which  af- 
forded no  time  for  obfervaiion,  he 
eftimatcd;     but   i:    was    eviden'ly 
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ccnfiderable.  A  wounded  Spsnifh 
ofiicer  of  quality,  and  a  few  pri- 
vate men,  were  brought  in  pri- 
foners.  The  former  died  in  Gib- 
raltar, and  the  kindnsfs  and  tcn- 
dernefs  witli, which  he  was  treated, 
were  actnawledged  by  the  Spaniui 
commr.nders. 

It  was  no  fraall  confolation,  in 
the  midft  of  the  mofl  lofi-^g  and 
unfortunate  war  in  which  England 
had  ever  been  involved,  that  over- 
borne as  ihe  was  by  the  multitude 
of  her  enemies  en  all  fides,  fne 
fullered  no  diminution  of  her  an- 
cient military  and  naval  renowr, 
which  was  upheld  in  Its  full  luilre, 
by  the  greateft  exertions  of  valour 
in  every  quarter  of  the  globe. 

We  have  formerly  had  occafion 
to  cbierve,  that  the  war  with 
Great-Britain  was  by  no  means  a 
popular  aft  in  Spain,  and  was  ge- 
nerally confidered  rather  as  a  court 
meafure,  originating  under  the 
influence  of  French  counfcls,  than 
as  the  refult  of  a  policy  founded 
en  the  real  interefls  of  that  coun- 
try. The  little  fuccefs,  and  the 
immenfe  expence  with  which  it 
had  hitherto  been  attended,  could 
not  but  increafe  the  public  difia- 
tisfaftion ;  and  the  court  itfelf  _ 
feemed  at  length  to  conceive  a 
jealoufy,  that  France  had  been 
inore  attentive  to  other  objefts 
during  the  war,  than  to  thcfe 
v.'hich  were  fo  interefling  and  fo 
dear  to  itfelf.  It  was  neceflary 
for  the  court  of  Verfailles  to  re- 
move thefe  imprefficns ;  and  as 
neither  Jamaica  or  Gibraltar 
could  afford  any  fuch  opportunity 
for  the  prcfen't,  the  fequellered 
iSand  of  Minorca,  which,  from 
the  nature  and  particular  circum- 
ttance'i  of  tiic  war,  was  almoll  cut 
ofi"  from  the  poliibiiity  of  fuccoar. 


could  not  efcape  obfervation,  as 
the  objed  immediately  offering  for 
the  purpofe.  Excepting  the  two 
former  places,  nothing  could  be 
more  flattering  to  the  court,  or 
gratifying  to  the  people  of  Spain, 
than  tlie  recovery  of  that  iiland. 
Nor  was  it  lefs  flattering  to  the 
pride  and  ambition  of  France, 
that,  at  the  very  time  when  her 
fleet  was  deciding  the  American 
war,- and  dealing  cat  the  relative 
delUny  of  Great-Bi^tain  and  her 
colonies,  Ihe  Ihculd  eftabiifh  fo 
Iriiiing  a  memorial  of  her  naval 
fuperiority  in  Europe.  The  war 
with  Holland  had  ftill  farther  di- 
vided the  naval  force  of  England, 
v/hich,  called  upon  to  fuch  rg- 
mote  aad  various  fer vices,  was  ne- 
ceffarily  unequal  to  great  and  fuc- 
cefs^l  exertion,  in  any  given  point 
of  aftion. 

The  Duke  de  Crillon,  a  French 
commander  of  repute,  had  been 
taken  into  the  Spanifh  fervice,  and 
appointed  to  condaft  their  forces 
in  the  enterprize  again  it  Minorca, 
A,nd  in  cor.ormity  with  this  de- 
fign,  M.  de  Guichen  failed  from 
BreiT-,  near  the  end  of  June,  with 
a  powerful  fquairon  of  eighteen 
capital  ihips  (of  which  four  v/cre 
of  the  greatefl:  dimenfions,  and 
carried  110  guns  each)  in  order  to 
join  the  Spanifli  fleet,  and  fupport 
the  invaflon.  The  not  endeavour- 
ing to  intercept  this  fleet,  or  at 
Icali  to  prevent  a  junftion  fo  full 
of  danger,  and  which  could  not 
then  but  be  renfilefs,  v.'ere  matters 
which  occalioned  great  complaints 
againft  the  admiralty  in  England, 
and  afforded  a  new  handle  for  en- 
deavours to  bring  on  a  parlia- 
mentary enquiry  into  the  conduft 
of  the  firft  lord  of  that  depart- 
liiesu ;  but  v.'liich  proved  as  inef- 
fectual 
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feftual    in    the    attempt,    as    the  feconded    by    Major-General    Sir 

many  others  of  the   fame   nature,  William  Draper,  who  commanded 

which  had  been  To  repeatedly  foiled  at  the  conquell  of  Manilla  in  the 

fince   the    commencement   of  the  laft  war. 

war.  The  friends  of  that  noble-  The  combined  fleets  were  con- 
man  vindicated  his  condudl,  by  tented  with  feeing  the  troops  fafe 
affercing  the  impradlicability  of  into  the  Mediterranean ;  and  then 
blocking  up  a  fleet  in  Brell,  and  trulling  them  to  a  fmall  convoy, 
by  reprefenting  the  danger  to  returned  with  diligence,  to  the 
which  our  homeward-bound  con-  amount,  as  it  was  faid,  of  49  fliips 
voys  would  have  been  expofed,  of  the  line,  to  cruize  at  the  mouth, 
during  the  abfence  of  the  weftern  of  the  Englifh  channel.  Though, 
or  channel  fleet  on  fo  fruitlefs  a  this  was  an  eftedlual  means  cf  pre- 
defign.  venting  any  fuccour  from  being 
The  combined  fleets  failed  from  fcnt  to  Minorca,  the  enemy  had 
Cadiz  with  about  io,coo  Spa-  other  cbjefls  in  view.  They  hoped 
nifli  troops,  before  the  end  of  July,  to  intercept  fome  of  our  great 
The  French  had  been  reinforced  homeward-bound  convoys,  which 
by  the  Majeflueux,  of  no  guns,  were  then  every  day  expeded ; 
and  fome  other  fliips  of  the  line ;  and  a  very  large  outward  -  bound 
and  were  commanded,  befides  the  fleet,  which  was  on  the  point  of 
Count  de  Guichen,  by  Monfrs,  de  its  departure  from  Corkc,  in  Ire- 
Beaufl'et,  and  De  la  Motte  Picquet.  land,  held  out  a  fimilar  tempta- 
The  Spanifli  fleet  amounted  to  tion.  Nor  can  it  be  fuppofed, 
about  30  fail  of  the  line,  and  was  that  the  general  alarm  and  confu- 
commanded  by  Don  Lewis  of  Cor-  fion,  which  it  was  expedled  their 
dova,  and  Don  M.  de  Gafton.  appearance  in  the  Channel,  at  fo 
The  army  effefted  its  landing  at  critical  a  feafon,  would  occafioa 
Minorca,  without  oppofition,  on  in  thefe  kingdoms,  was  by  any 
the  20th  of  Auguft ;  and  was  not  means  overlooked  in  the  defign. 
long  after  joined  by  fix  regiments  Our  intelligence  was  fo  exceed- 
from  Toulon,  under  the  condud  ingly  bad,  that  no  information  of 
of  Major  General  Count  do  Fal-  this  naval  mancEuvre  was  obtain- 
kenhayn,  who  was  deemed  one  of  ed,  nor  was  the  defign  even  fuf- 
the  beft  officers  in  the  French  fer-  pedled,  until  the  combined  fleets 
vice.  The  garrifon  v/as  weak,  were  arrived  in  the  chops  of  the 
confifting  only  of  two  Englifli  and  Channel,  and  had  formed  a  line 
two  Hanoverian  regiments ;  and  from  Ufliant  to  the  iflands  of 
what  was  little  to  be  expeded  in  Scilly,  in  order  to  bar  its  en- 
that  healthy  climate,  and  dry  trance  ;  fo  that  Admiral  Darby, 
rocky  country,  was  exceedingly  who  was  then  at  fea  with  only  21 
fickly,  and  particularly  afllided  fhips  of  the  line,  was  on  the  point 
with  the  fcurvy,  during  the  fiege.  of  falling  in  with  them,  when  the 
It  was,  however,  commanded  by  accidental  meeting  of  a  neutral 
two  diftinguiflied  officers.  Lieu-  veficl,  afforded  him  notice  of  their 
tenant- General  Murray,  formerly  fltuation.  Li  thefc  a  ^  ,  .1 
governor  of  Quebec,  now  held  the  unexpcdcd  circum-  "^'  ""^ 
fame  rank  in  Minorca;    and   was  Ilanccs    he    returned    to    Torbay, 

[//]  3  where 
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where  be  moored  his  fquadron 
acrofs  the  entrance,  while  he 
Waited  for  inltru>flions  from  the 
Admiralty  to  regulate  his  farther 
conduft.  He  was  foon  reinforced 
by  fcveral  fliips  from  different 
ports,  fo  that  his  fquadron  was 
mcreafed  to  30  fail  of  the  line, 
with  which  he  was  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed to  fea  with  the  utmoll:  expedi- 
tion, in  order  to  the  prefervation 
of  the  expefted  Weft-India  con- 
voy ;  an  objeft  for  which  he  was 
to  encounter  all  hazards  whatever; 
but  ftill  with  fuch  a  view  to  the 
vaft  fuperiority  of  the  enemy,  as 
to  avoid,  fo  much  as  it  could  con- 
fiftently  with  that  be  done,  the 
being  brought  to  a  cinfe  and  deci- 
five  engagement.  The  delay  of 
waiting  for  reinforcement  and  in- 
flrudlions,  in  the  firft  inftance, 
and  contrary  winds  afterwards, 
detained  the  fleet  in  Torbay,  not- 
withftanding  the  urgency  of  the 
occafion,  until  the  14th  of  Sep- 
tember. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  great  alarm 
was  fpread  in  Ireland  as  well  as 
England,  with  refpeft  to  this  un- 
expefted  movement,  and  to  the 
apprehended  defigns  of  the  enemy. 
The  great  outward  bound  fleet  for 
America  and  the  Weft- Indies,  was 
not  only  fuppofed  to  be  in  immi- 
nent danger  in  the  open  harbour  of 
Corke,  but  that  city  itfelf,  which 
is  totally  unfortified,  and  which 
was  at  that  time  ftored  with  im- 
menfe  quantities  of  provifion,  was 
confidered  as  not  being  lefs  fo. 
The  regular  forces  in  that  king- 
dom were  accordingly  ordered  to 
the  fouthward,  for  the  protection 
of  that  city  and  coaft  ;  and  the  pa- 
triotric  volunteers,  who  had  gain- 
ed fo  much  honour  in  fupporting 
and  reclaiming  the  liberties  of 
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their  country,  now  ftievved  no  left 
patriotifm  in  their  immediate  offer 
to  government,  of  inftantly  taking 
the  field,  and  of  marching  where- 
ever  their  fervices  ftiould  be  nc- 
ccflliry  to  its  defence. 

As  foon  as  the  commanders  of 
the  combined  fleets  had  received 
intelligence  of  Admiral  Darby's 
pofition  in  Torbay,  and  of  the 
inferiority  of  his  force  in  point  of 
number,  a  council  of  war  was 
held,  on  the  qucftion  of  attacking 
him  while  in  that  fituation.  It 
feems  they  were  under  orders  to 
fight,  if  the  occafion  offered  ;  but 
the  inftruftions  were  thought  not 
to  reach  to  the  prefent  cafe,  which 
would  have  been  an  attack  on  the 
Englifh  fquadron,  in  a  bay 
(though  that  was  open)  upon  their 
own  coafts.  And,  under  this 
change  of  circumftance,  which 
their  inftruftions  had  not  provided 
for,  it  was  fuppofed  that  they  were 
thereby  left  at  large,  to  the  free 
exercife  of  their  own  judgment 
and  difcretion. 

The  Count  de  Guichen  is  faid 
to  have  contended  ftrongly  for  an 
immediate  attack.  He  argued, 
that  the  Englifti  fleet  would  now 
be  caught,  as  it  were,  in  a  net ; 
that  fuch  an  opportunity  of  com- 
plete advantage  over  that  nation 
might  never  again  offer;  that  if, 
by  good  fortune,  and  the  valour  of 
the  combined  nations,  along  with 
the  powerful  aid  of  fire- fliips  (in  a 
fituation  where  they  were  capable 
of  producing  the  greateft  poffible 
effect)  that  fleet  was  happily  de- 
ftroycd,  which  they  had  every 
reafon  to  exped,  the  power  of 
Great-Britain  on  the  feas  would 
be  at  an  end,  and  the  war  decided 
at  a  blosv.  Don  Vincent  Doz, 
the  third  of  the  Spanifti  com- 
manders. 
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nianders,  ftrongly  fupported  this 
opinion  ;  he  aflerted  that  the  de- 
llroying  of  Darby's  fleet  was  fo 
very  prafticable,  that  it  would  be 
highly  difficult  tojurrify  or  cxcufa 
their  not  making  the  attempt ; 
and  to  give  the  greater  cffedl  to 
his  fentiments,  he  boldly  onered 
to  command  the  van  fquadron,  and 
to  lead  on  the  attack  in  his  own 
ihip. 

On  the  other  hand,  M.  de 
Beauffet,  a  French  ofiicer  of  re- 
pute, held  a  totally  contrary  opi- 
nion. He  faid,  that  all  the  ad- 
vantage which  the  allies  derived 
from  their  fuperioiity  of  force  and 
num.ber,  would  be  given  up  and 
entirely  loft^  by  an  attack  upon 
Admiral  Darby's  fleet  in  its  pre- 
fent  fituation ;  that  the  whole  of 
the  combined  fleets  could  not  bear 
down  upon  him  in  a  line  of  battle 
a-breaft  ;  that  of  courfe,  they  muft 
form  the  line  of  battle  a-head,  and 
go  down  upon  the  enemy  fmgly,  by 
which  they  would  run  the  greatelt 
rifque  of  being  fliattered  and  torn 
to  pieces  before  they  could  get 
into  their  ftations,  by  the  fixed 
aim,  and  the  angular  tire  in  every 
direction,  of  fuch  a  number  of 
great  and  well  -  provided  ihips, 
drawn  up  to  the  greatell  advan- 
tage, and  lying  moored  and  fteady 
in  the  water.  He  therefore  con- 
cluded, that  as  the  attempt  on 
Torbay  would,  in  his  opinion,  be 
a  meafure  unwarrantable  in  the 
defign,  and  exceedingly  hazard- 
ous in  the  execution,  fo,  he  like- 
wife  thought,  that  the  allied  fleets 
ihould  direct  their  whole  attention 
to  that  great  and  attainable  objed, 
of  intercepting  the  Englilh  home- 
ward -  bound  Well  -  India  fleets. 
This  was  a  meafure  which,  as 
they  were  no\y  m«lUrs  of  the  fea. 


could  fcarcely  fail  of  fuccefs ;  and 
it  would  prove  a  blow  fo  fatal  to 
England,  as  fhe  could  not  recover 
during  the  war. 

Don  Louis  de  Cordova,  with 
all  the  Spanifli  flag-officers,  ex- 
cept Doz,  coincided  entirely  in 
opinion  with  M.  de  Beaufl!et ;  fo 
that  M.  de  Gaichen  being  either 
brought  over  to,  or  over-ruled  by 
the  rriajority,  the  idea  of  attacking 
Admiral  Darby  in  Torbay  was  en- 
tirely renounced.  It  feems  very 
probable,  that  a  recoUeftion  of  the 
repeated  defeat  which  D'Eftaing 
met  with  in  his  attack  upon  Ad- 
miral Barrington's  fmall  fquadron 
at  St.  Lucia,  had  no  fmall  in- 
fluence upon  the  determination  of 
this  council  of  war. 

It  has  fince  appeared  that  the 
combined  fleets  were  in  fuch  ex- 
ceeding bad  condition,  that  had 
there  been  any  force  then  at  home 
in  England,  which  could,  with  any 
degree  of  propriety  in  reipedl  to 
number,  at  all  face  them,  their 
ruin  muft  have"  been  inevitable. 
They  were  originally  (the  Spa- 
niards in  particular)  very  badly 
manned  ;  and  befides  a  great  mor- 
tality, which  had  prevailed  dur- 
ing the  whole  voyage  and  cru;.re, 
and  a  prodigious  number  of  fick 
in  both  fleets,  a  coniiderable  ma- 
jority of  the  (hips  were  in  fuch  a 
Itate,  that  they  fcarcely  feemed 
capable  of  living  at  fea  in  any 
thing  of  a  Ilrong  gale.  But 
tiiough  the  French  fleet  was  in 
fufficiently  bad  condition,  the 
Spanifh  was,  in  all  refpeds,  much 
worfe.  The  former  difcovercd 
upon  this  occafion,  that  their  new 
vaft  fliips  of  1 10  guns  each,  (a 
conftrudion  which  they  had  run 
much  into  of  late)  were  exceed- 
ingly    unmanageable,     dangerous, 
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and,  in    their  prefent   ftate,  could 
be  of  very  little  ufe  at  fea. 

The  hard  weather  which  came 
on  in  the  beginning  of  September, 
accordingly  fruftrated  all  their 
views ;  and  abandoning  all  hope 
of  intercepting  the  Britilh  con- 
voys, they  were  glad  to  get  into 
port  as  foon  as  poffible.  M.  de 
Guichen  returned  to  Breft  with 
his  divifion,  on  the  nth  of  Sep- 
tember, and  was  near  loling  one 
of  his  greateft  fhips  in  the  entrance 
of  the  harbour.  Whether  it  pro- 
ceeded from  the  particular  etiquette 
of  the  French  with  refpeft  to  that 
great  naval  arfenal,  or  from  what- 
ever other  caufe,  the  Spaniards 
were  obliged  to  proceed  direftly 
home,  though  feveral  of  their 
fcips  feemed  fcarcely  capable  of 
reaching  their  ov/n  coafts.  But 
the  condition  and  circumflances  of 
the  combined  fleets  were  little  ca- 
pable of  fatisfying   the   people   of 

France,    with  refpeft  to  the    con- 

duifl    of   thofe    commanders,    who 

had   oppoled    and    over-ruled  the 

opinion    of  Don  Vincent   Doz  in 

the  council  of  war.       The  cofFee- 

houfe    politicians     of    Paris     had 

taught  the   people  of  that  capital 

to  believe,   that  the    Englilh    fleet 

could  not  efcape  being  either  de- 

itroyed  or  taken  in  I'orbay ;    and 

fo     flattering     ah     illufion     being 

eap-erly     fwaiiowed,      they      could 

how  hardly  brook  the    difapppint- 

jnent,    and   were  particularly    vio- 
lent in  their  ceniure  and  invcftive. 

The    Count   de   Guichen   did   not 

efcape  his  full  (hare  of  thefe,  be- 
ing particularly  blamed  for  fuffer- 

Jng  any   difcuffion   to    arife,    upon 

the   queflion    of    obedience    to   his 

general    inltruftions    for    fighting ; 

?nd    the  prejudice    was  fo    flrong, 

tliat   the    rank  and   popularity   of 


the  Count  d'Artois,  (the  king's 
brother)  who  led  him  arm  in  arm 
into  his  own  box  at  the  playhoufe, 
was  fcarcely  fufiicient  to  fave  hint 
from  infult. 

The  arrival  of  the  Weft-India 
trade  was  fo  much  later  than  had 
been  expedled,  that  Admiral  Darby 
kept  the  fea  until  the  month  of 
November,  and  it  was  probably 
his  attention  to  that  important  ob- 
jeft,  which  prevented  his  falling 
in  with  a  rich  Spanifli  flota^  that 
in  the  intermediate  time  return- 
ed from  America,  and  brought  a 
large  fupply  of  treafure  to  Spain, 
which  was  then  not  a  little  want- 
ed. It  feemed  almoft  remarkable, 
that  neither  the  combined  fleets 
nor  the  Britiih,  had  taken  a  fingle 
prize  during  the  long  term  they 
had  been  refpedlively  at  fea. 

The  war  had  hitherto  languifli- 
ed,  in  Europe  as  well  as  every 
where  elfe,  on  the  fide  of  Holland, 
Their  fleets  were  not  only  in  very 
bad  condition,  but  they  aflonilhed 
the  world  by  the  difcovery  of  a 
weaknefs  little  thought  of,  con- 
fifi;ing  in  a  deficiency  of  feamen, 
and  a  total  want  of  naval  llores  ; 
in  both  of  which  they  had  ever 
been  held  to  abound  beyond  any 
other  nation,  England  only  ex- 
cepted. The  vicinity  and  fitu- 
ation  of  their  ports,  along  with 
that  fl:ate  of  preparation  which 
they  were  ftill  capable  of  making, 
proved,  however,  a  great  check 
upon  the  naval  operations  of 
Great-Britain  through  the  courfe 
of  the  year,  and  prevented  fome 
of  thofe  vigorous  exertions  which 
might  have  been  othervvife  made 
againft  hc;r  former  enemies.  It 
was  ntceffary  to  keep  a  fquadron 
in  the  Downs,  as  well  to  watch 
their  niouons  in  general,  as  to 
prevent 
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prevent  their  intercourfe  with  t!ie 
fouthern  parts  of"  Europe.  And 
it  was  ftill  more  eiTentially  neccf- 
iary  to  have  luch  a  force  in  the 
North  Seas,  as  would  be  capable 
of  ruining  their  imraenfe  com- 
mtirce  on  that  lide,  and  of  effec- 
tually protecting  our  own;  in- 
cluding the  fartlier  great  object, 
Gf  preventing  the  poilibility  of  re- 
ftoring  their  marine,  by  cutting 
off  tneir  only  fources  of  every 
kind  of  naval  fu,>ply. 

This  very  important  fervice  was 
comnitted  to  the  condud  of  Ad- 
miral Hyde  Parker,  a  veteran 
commander  of  ellabulhed  repute, 
who  failed  from  f-'orcfmouth,  in 
the  beginning  of  June,  with  four 
fhips  of  the  line,  and  one  of  fifty 
guns,  for  tiie  North  Sea.  In  the 
mean  time,  Holland  ftrained  every 
nerve  for  the  equipment  of  fuch 
a  force,  as  might,  at  leaft,  be  able 
to  convoy  their  outward  bound 
trade  to  the  Baltic,  and  to  procedl 
it  on  its  return,  if  not  to  inter- 
cept ours,  and  to  become  entirely 
mailers  of  the  North  Seas.  It  was 
not,  however,  until  fome  days 
after  the  middle  of  July,  that  Ad- 
miral Zoutman,  and  (Joiiimodore 
Kindfoergen,  failed  from  the 
Te>:e!,  with  a  great  convoy  under 
their  prote^iion.  Their  force  con- 
fiited  of  eight  ihips  of  the  line, 
from  54  to  74  guns,  of  ten  fri- 
gates, and  five  iloops.  Several  cf 
the  frigates  were  very  large,  and 
carried  an  unufual  weight  of  me- 
tal.  1  he  Argo,  carried  44  guns, 
and  live  more  carried  36  guns  each. 
I'hey  were  joined  by  the  Charles- 
Town,  an  American  frigate  of  an 
extraordinary  conllrutlion,  ihe  be- 
ing as  long  and  large  as  a  Ihip  of 
the  line,  with  feveral  hundred 
men   on  board,  and  tlurty-Ax    4Z 


pounders  upon  one  deck;  a  weight 
of  metal,  in  fuch  a  compafs  and 
fituacion,  which,  it  was  thought, 
feiV  fingle  fliips  could  long  .with--" 
Hand.  She  took  this  opportunity 
of  failing  with  the  Dutch  fleet,  ia 
order  to  go  north  about,  on  her 
way  home. 

Admiral  Parker  was  on  his  re- 
turn with  a  great  convoy  from  El- 
lineur.  He  had  been  joined  by 
feveral  frigates  fmce  he  left  Portf- 
mouth,  and  by  the  Dolphin  of 
44  guns ;  and,  in  this  moic  criti- 
cal and  dangerous  conjundure, 
was  very  tiraely  and  fortunately 
reinforced  by  the  junftion  of  Com- 
modore Keith  Stuart,  in  the  Ber- 
wick of  74  guns,  who  had  been 
for  fome  time  on  the  coafl  of  Scot- 
land. The  fquadron  now  con- 
fiited  of  fix  fnips  of  the  line,  of 
which  the  Princefs  Amelia  carried 
80  guns,  the  Fortitude  (which  was 
the  Admiral's  own  fhip)  and  the 
Berwick,  74  each,  the  Bienfaiiant 
64,  the  old  Buifalo  60,  and  the 
Preflon  50  guns;  but  the  fupe- 
riority  of  the  enemy,  obliged  the 
admiral  to  take  the  Dolphin,  of 
44  guns,  into  his  line.  Of  this 
force,  the  two  fcventy-fours  were 
by  much  ;he  bell  Ihips.  The 
Princefs  Amelia,  thougti  a  three- 
decker,  vjas  ib  very  old  and  weak, 
th2,t  her  metal  had  been  reduced 
to  the  rate  of  a  50  gun  fhip,  her 
lower- deck  guns  being  only  24 
pounders ;  and  the  BufFaio,  bc- 
fides  being  old,  was  of  fo  bad  2 
conlhuK^iion,  that  fhe  had  fome 
year's 'before  been  dilcharged  fruiri 
the  feirvice,  and  employed  as  a 
llore-lhip  in  America. 

Tne  hollile  fleets  came  in  fight 
of  each  other  on  the  Dogger-Bank, 
very  early  in  the  morning  of  the 
5th    of  Augull,    ijSi.      Though 
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one    of    the    Dutch   line-of-battle 
ihips  had,  through  Ibme  accident, 
returned  to  port,  yet,  as  the  Argo 
of  44  guns  was   fubltituted    in  her 
pLice,   their  line   flill   confifted    of 
eight   two-decked  Ihips.     Admiral 
Parker  perceiving  the  number  and 
llrength  of  the   enemy's    frigates, 
detached  the  convoy,  with  orders 
to    keep    their    wind,   fending    his 
own  frigates   along  with  them  for 
their  proteftion ;     and    as  foon   as 
this    difpofition     was      made,     he 
threw  out  a  general  fignal  to  the 
fquadron    to     chace    the    enemy. 
The  Dutch  were  by  no  means  dif- 
pofed  to   fhun  the   conflict ;     they 
likewife  detached   their  convoy  to 
fome  diflance,  when  they  drew  up 
with   great   coolnefs    in    order    of 
battle,  and  waited  the  fliock   with 
the   utmoft   compofure.     This   ac- 
tion, though   upon    a   fmall   fcale, 
was  conducted  and.  fought  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  it  recals   frefli    to 
the  mind  tliofe  dreadful  fea- fights 
between      England    and     Holland 
which  the  lalt  century   witnefled ; 
and  which  feem  to  indicate,   that 
thofe    nations    contend    with    the 
greatcft    animofity,   whofe  intereft 
It  is  not  to  contend  at  all. 

None  of  that  manoeuvring  was 
now  praftifed  on  either  fide, 
through  which  the  French  in  the 
prefent  war,  have  eluded  the  com- 
plete decihon  of  fo  many  naval 
aftions.  The  parties  were  equally 
determined  to  fight  it  out  to  the 
laft;  a  gloomy  iilence,  expreflive 
of  the  moll  fixed  determinatiop, 
prevailed;  and  not  a  fingle  gun 
was  fired,  until  the  hollile  fleets 
were  within  little  more  than  pillol 
Ihot  dillance.  Admiral  Parker, 
jn  the  Fortitude,  then  ranging 
a-breaft  of  Mr.  Zoutman's  Ihip, 
\]\Q   Admiral   Ruyter,    the    aftion 


was  commenced  with  the  utKioft 
fury  and  vidence  on  both  fides, 
The  cannonade  continued  with- 
out intermifiion  for  three  hours 
and  forty  minutes.  Some  of  our 
fhips  fired  2,500  fliot  each.  The 
eR'eCt  of  the  ancient  naval  emula- 
tipn  v/as  eminently  difplayed  in 
the  obftinacy  of  the  battle. 

The  Dutch  fliips  were  much  fu- 
perior    in  weight  of  metal   to  the 
Englifla  of  the  fame  rates.      Thii 
difi-erence,    however,  was  but   litr 
tie    confidered;     but    their    heavy 
frigates,    as   well    as   the   Charlesr 
Town,     having     intermixed     with 
their    line,    took    a    very    effective 
part  in  the  adlion,  and  did  much 
mifchief  by  raking  our  Ihips,  and 
firing     at     their     rigging,     while 
clofely    and    defperateiy     engaged 
with  a  fuperior  enemy.     Such  re- 
turns   were,    however,    at    length 
made,   that  they    paid    dearly    for 
their  temerity  ;    and  the   Charles- 
Town,    among  others,    fuft'ered    fp 
feverely,    that    it    was    long    fup- 
pofed  fhe  had  gc/ne  dovvn,  either  in, 
or  foon  after  the  adiion. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  term 
we  have  Hated,  the  fhips  were  fp 
ruined  on  both  fides,  that  they 
lay  like  logs  upon  the  water,  and 
were  incapable  of  anfwering  fo 
much  command,  as  would  keep 
them  within  the  dillance  neceflary 
for  mutual  annoyance  ;  while  the 
combatants  were  unv\ill!;igly  fe- 
paratcd  by  the  mere  adion  of  the 
water.  The  Engiilh  fiiips  were 
chiefly  wounded  in  their  malls  and 
rigging,  which  rendered  them  in- 
capable of  purfuing  and  profiling- 
of  their  victory  ;  but  as  they  fired 
entirely  at  the  hulls  of  the  enemy, 
and  by  their  fuperior  alertneis  and 
expedition  difcharged  a  much 
greater  quantity  of  fhot,  the 
greater 
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greater  part  of  the  Dutch  fhips 
were  fo  woefully  torn,  that  it  was 
with  the  utmofl:  difficulty  they  were 
kept  above  water,  until  they  reach- 
ed, feparately,  and  in  the  utmofl: 
Qiilrefs,  (notwithflanding  the  aid  of 
their  numerous  frigates)  fuch  of 
their  own  nearell:  por;s  as  they 
could  firll  fetch.  But  the  Hollan- 
dia,  of  68  guns,  and  one  of  their 
bell  fhips,  went  down  in  the  night 
of  the  engagement ;  and  the  dan- 
ger was  fo  fudden  and  extreme,  that 
the  crew  were  reduced  to  the  me- 
lancholy neceffity  of  abandoiiing 
jheir  wounded  in  quitting  the  fhip. 
Her  topmafls,  though  flie  was  funk, 
hi  22  fathoms,  being  flill  above 
water,  and  her  pendant  flying,  ihe 
was  difcovered  in  the  morning  by 
one  of  the  Englilh  frigates,  who 
Itruck,  and  brought  off  her  colours- 
as  a  trophy. 

The  aftion  was  very  bloody. 
Even  on  the  fide  of  the  Engliih, 
who  were  by  much  the  leail  fuf- 
ferers,  in  that  refpeft,  104  men 
were  killed,  and  339  wounded,  in 
the  feven  fliips.  Of  thefe,  20  were 
killed,  and  67  wounded,  in  the  For- 
titude only.  The  lofs  in  the  Ber- 
wick, Princcfs  Amelia,  and  Buf- 
falo, was  not  much  lefs.  The 
death  of  the  gallant  Capt.  Macart- 
ney (who  left  a  widow  and  large 
family  unprovided  for)  was  much 
regretted.  His  fbn,  a  boy  of  feven 
years  old,  was  by  his  fide  when  he 
was  killed  ;  and  his  fortitude,  as  well 
upon  that  occafion,  as  through  the 
whole  aftion,  albriilhed  the  boldell 
feamen  in  the  fhip.  Capt.  Gr.xme, 
who  fought  the  Dolphin  with  the 
grcatefl:  valour,  loft  an  arm,  and  his 
Ihip's  company  fufiered  confider- 
ably.  Mr.  Harrington,  one  of  the 
admiral's  lieutenants,  an  ofhcer  of 
forty  years  fervice,  and  of  the  mofl 


-  diftinguifhed  merit,  was  mortally 
wounded.  Though  this  gentleman 
polTeffed  an  affluent  fortune,  and 
that  his  promotion  had  by  no  means 
correfponded  with  his  merit,  yet 
he  nobly  difdained  to  withdraw  his 
profcflional  abilities  from  the  fer- 
vice  and  defence  of  his  country,  in 
this  trying  feafon.  Other  brave 
ofHcers  fell  in  this  adtion  ;  and  the 
proportion  of  the  wounded  to  the 
number  engaged  was  very  confi- 
derable.  Admiral  Parker's  letter, 
giving  an  account  of  the  action, 
was  dilHnguifhed  by  its  concifenefs 
and  bl'jntnefs,  by  its  modelly  with 
refped  to  his  own  fide,  and  by  the 
full  honour  which  it  pays  to  the 
valour  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Dutch 
gazettes  tarnifhed  the  honour  which 
their  countrymen  had  defervedly 
obtained  in  battle,  by  the  exag- 
gerated accounts  which  they  con- 
tained, and  the  gafconades  with 
which  they  were  ftufred.  The  truth, 
however,  as  is  ufually  the  cafe,  in 
defpite  of  authorized  mifreprefen- 
tation,  by  degrees  appeared.  The 
conlequences  iufhciently  told  their 
defeat.  Exclufive  of  the  total  lofs 
of  the  Hollandia,  two,  at  leall,  of 
their  capital  fhips  were  fo  totally 
ruined  in  the  engagement,  as  to  be 
declared  incapable  of  farther  fer- 
vice.  Their  lofs  of  men,  which 
was  reprefented  as  being  more 
trifling,  than  appeared  confiftent 
with  their  own  accounts  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  adion,  and  of  the  da- 
mage done  to  their  fhips,  appears, 
by  authenticated  private  intelli- 
gence, to  have  exceeded  1 100  men, 
in  killed,  wounded,  and  I'unk.  Their 
convoy,  as  well  as  the  fhips  of  war, 
returned  home,  fcattered,  and  in 
great  diforder  and  confufion  ;  every 
idea  of  profecuting  the  voyage  to 
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the  Baltic,  was  of  neceffity  given 
up ;  all  means  of  procuring  naval 
ftores  cut  oft"j  and  that  irnmcnfe 
carrying  trade  between  the  northern 
and  fouthern  nations  of  Europe, 
which,  along  wiih  their  fiiheries, 
Iiad  been  the  great  fource  of  the 
Dutch  power  and  wealth,  was, 
along  with  them,  for  tliis  year, 
anniiulatcd. 

As  this  was  the  firft  naval  aftion 
of  any  value  or  confequence,  in 
wliich  Holland  had  been  engaged 
for  much  the  greater  part  of  a  cen- 
tury, the  States  General  were  be- 
yond meafure  liberal  in  the  praife, 
rewards  and  honours,  which  they 
feeftowed  upon  their  officers.  Ad- 
mir^l  Zoutman,  and  Commodore 
Kindfoergen,  were  im.mediately 
promoted ;  and  molt,  if  not  all  of 
the  firit  and  fecond  captains,  as 
well  as  feveral  of  the  lieutenants, 
were  either  rifen  in  rank  and  com- 
Eoand,  or  Mattered  w.th  fomc:  pecu- 
liar mark  of  diftinftion.  The  gal- 
lant Count  Bentinck,  who  bravely 
fought  the  Batavia,  and  who, 
though  mortally  wounded,  and  in- 
formed that  his  fhip  was  in  danger 
©f  finking,  would  not  lillen  to  a 
p-opofal  for  quitting  his  ftation,  was 
foothed  in  his  lait  moments  by  every 
mark  of  honour,  and  teflimony  of 
regard,  which  his  country  and  his 
prince  could  bchow.  In  the  few 
days  that  he  lived  after  being  put 
a-lhore,  he  was  created  Rear  Ad- 
miral of  Holland  and  Weft  Frieiland, 
and  appointed  Adjutant  General  to 
the  Prince  Stadiholuer;  and  his  fu- 
neral was  not  more  honourable  to 
the  brave  dead,  than  to  the  grateful 
living. 

In   England,  thooo-h  the  condudl 
and  valour  difplayed  in  tliis  a£lion 
met  wiih  great  and  general  appro- 
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bation,  yet  the  imputed  neglefl  in 
government  or  the  admiralty,  of 
furnifliing  Admiral  Parker  with  a 
force  equal  to  the  accomplifhment 
of  the  great  objefts  which  he  had  in 
view,  excited  no  lefs  general  diila- 
tisfaftion.  '1  his  was  not  likely  to 
be  lefTened  by  the  prevalent  opi- 
nion, that  his  want  of  fupport  pro- 
ceeded merely  from  the  fuppofed 
circumflance  of  his  not  being  a  fa- 
vourite ;  a  fituation  indeed,  how- 
ever ufeful  or  flattering,  to  which 
his  difpofvtion  and  habits  were  by 
no  means  likely  to  lead  him.  It 
was  faid,  in  fupport  of  the  popular 
opinions  that  the  admiralty  could 
not  be  ignorant  cf  the  fuperior 
force  which  had  been  fo  long  fit- 
ting out  in  the  Texel,  and  whofe 
objed;  was  every  where  known; 
that  there  were  at  the  very  time,  as 
many  (hips  lying  idle  in  port,  or 
waiting  for  orders  in  the  Downs, 
as  would  have  enabled  Admiral 
Parker  to  bring  the  whole  Dutch 
fleet  and  convoy  into  England. 
That  fo  flgnal  and  fatal  a  liroke, 
muil  have  been  decilive  of  the  war 
with  Holland;  and  by  compelling 
that  republic  to  a  fcparate  peace, 
would  have  freed  us  from  one  of 
our.  numerous  foes.  But,  that  m 
confequence  of  the  ruinous  conduct 
which  had  been  obferved,  inl!;ead 
of  the  poflibility  of  taking  the 
Dutch  convoy,  the  prefervation  of 
our  own,  upon  wiiich  fo  much  de- 
per;ded,  was  left  to  reft  folely  upon 
the  fuperiority  of  our  feamen,  and 
the  extraordinary  bravery  and  con- 
du6l  of  our  oiiicers.  The  admiral's 
fubfequent  conduft,  as  well  as  (ome 
intimation  given  in  his  letter  to  the 
admiralty,  ferved  llrongly  to  con- 
firm the  public  opinion ;  and  fuiii- 
ciently  indicated,  that  he  v>'as  no  lefs 
diffatisfied 
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difTatisfied  at  the  want  of  fupport, 
than  they  were  at  its  not  being 
given. 

I'hofe  who  imrigine  themfclves 
capable  of  diving  into  the  myfte- 
ries  of  courts,  might  poffibly  attri- 
bute, in  fom'e  degree,  vo  this  public 
diflatisfacrion  and  com  plaint,  the 
extraordinary  f3,vour  flicwn  to  the 
admiral,  by  a  royal  vifu,  upon  his 
arrival,  with  his  lliattered  fquadron, 
at  the  Nore.  It  is  not,  however,  to 
be  doubted,  that  the  royal  vifit  was 
intended  to  be  dlftinguilhcd  by  fome 
fignal  and  permanent  marks  of  fa- 
vour and  honour  to  the  admiral. 
But  the  rough  and  veteran  com- 
mander, who  was  equally  incapable 
of  difgaife  and  flattery,  as  he 
fcorned  to  conceal  his  diffatisfaftion, 
had  too  much  pride  and  fturdinefs 
in  his  nature  to  be  foothed  out  of 
it ;  and  it  was  foon  undcrltood,  that 
no  intended  promotion  or  honour 
would  be  accepted.  The  king  went 
on  board  the  Fortitude,  where  he 
had  a  levee  of  all  the  officers  of  the 
fquadron,  who  were  received  with 
the  moft  gracious  attention ;  and 
the  admiral  had  the  honour  of  din- 
ing with  his  Majelty  and  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  on  board  the  royal 
yacht. 

It  was  faid  upon  that  occafion, 
(the  firlt  lord  of  the  admiralry,  and 
a  number  of  naval  officers,  being 
prefent)  that  the  admiral  took  an 
opportunity  of  hinting,  both  his 
diffatisfaftion  and  intention  of  re- 
tiring by  the  following  words  to  his 
fovereign, — <'  That  he  ivijhi'd  him 
'■'  younger  officers,  and  better  Jhips  ! — 
**  he  -was  gro-Mu  too  eld  for  the  fer- 
"  'v.'ce;"  and  that  though  he  re- 
ceived the  moll  riattering  compli- 
ments, and  the  greatell  acknow- 
ledgements of  his  diftingu'flied  ier- 
rices  to  his  country,  thelc  were  not 


capable  of  producing  any  change  in 
his  determination.  It  was  related 
likewife  as  an  anecdote  at  the  time, 
that  young  Macartney  being  jire^ 
fented  on  board  the  Fortitude,  and 
a  royal  intention  of  providing  for 
him,  for  the  lake  of  his  brave  fa- 
ther, being  declared,  the  admiral 
apologized  for  informing  his  ma- 
jelly,  that  he  had  already  adopted 
him  as  his  fon. 

The  admiral  refigned  his  com- 
mand immediately  after;  and  it 
was,  notwithftanding,  probably  in- 
tended as  a  mark  of  favour  and  re- 
gard to  him,  that  his  fon.  Sir  Hyde 
Parker,  who,  for  his  gallantry  in 
North  America  and  the  Weft  In- 
dies, had  fome  time  before  the  ho- 
nour of  being  knighted,  was  now 
appointed  to  the  command  of  a 
fquadron  of  frigates,  which  were 
employed  in  blocking  up  the  Dutch 
ports  during  the  remainder  of  the 
feafon. 

The  utmoft  sxpedition  had  been 
ufed  at  Brcll:,  after  the  return  of 
M.  de  Guichen  from  his  cruize,  in 
refitting  and  preparing  the  French 
fleet  for  fea,  notwithftanding  the 
latenefs  of  the  feafon.  The  objeds 
in  view  were  of  fufficlent  confe- 
quence  to  excite  this  diligence.  It 
was  necellary  to  reinforce  the  Count 
de  Grade  with  both  troops  and 
fliips  of  war  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
and  it  was  determined  to  fend  a 
confiderable  reinforcement  of  both 
to  fupport  M.  de  Orves,  and  De 
Snfl-Vein,  in  the  Eaft.  But  fliips  and 
troops  were  not  fufficient  for  either 
fervice.  It  was  well  furefecn  that 
M.  de  Grafle,  after  the  hard  fervice 
on  the  coafts  of  North  America  in 
the  preceding  campaign,  muft  ftand 
in  need  of  an  immenfc  fupply  of 
naval  and  military  llores  of  every 
fort;  both  for  the  land  and  the  fea 
fervics. 
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fervice,  and  that  his  ftation  in  the 
"Weft  India    iflands    would   extend 
the  want  to,  almoft,  every  article  of 
provilion  and  necelTary  of  life.    The 
demand    for    naval    and    military 
fiores  in  the  Eail  Indies  was  no  lefs 
urgent.     A    numerous    convoy    of 
tranfports,    ftorelhips,    and   provi- 
fion  vefTcls,  were  accordingly  pre- 
pared and  provided  with  the  fame 
diligence  as  the  fleet.     And  as  it 
was    likewife    neceffary    to    guard 
againll  the  defigns  of  the  Engiilh, 
the  preparation    was   extended    to 
fuch  a  number  of  men  of  war,  as 
was  thought  equal  to  the  protedlion 
of  the  whole,  until  they  had  got  out 
of  reach.     This  part  of  the  feryice, 
as  well  as  the  condufl  of  the  whole 
while  he   continued    in    company, 
was   committed    to   the    Count   de 
Guichen;  and  the  command  of  the 
fquadron  and  ileet  deftined  for  the 
Weft  Indies,  to  M.  de  Vaudrevil. 
The  former  was  accompanied    by 
Monf.    de  la    Motte   Picquet,  and 
De  BeaufTet ;  and  when  he  feparated 
from  the  convoy,  was  to  join  the 
Spanifh  fleet  at  Cadiz,  in  order  to 
defeat  any  attempt  that  might  be 
made  from  England,  for  the  relief 
cf  the  ifland  of  Minorca,     M.  de 
Vaudrevil  carried  out  a  confiderable 
body  of  land  forces,  with  a  full  con- 
fidence on  the  fide  both  of  France 
and   Spain,  of   now   carrying  into 
complete    execution,   the   (o    often 
laid  projcft  of  reducing  the  ifland 
of  Jamaica. 

Intelligence  of  this  preparation, 
and  in  a  great  mcafure  of  its  object, 
being  received  in  England,  Admiral 
Kempenfeldt  was  difpatched  in 
the  beginning  of  December,  with 
i2  fail  of  the  line,  one  50  gun  fhip, 
and  four  frigates,  in  order  to  inter- 
cept the  French  fquadron  and  con- 
voy.    The  event    of  the  war,  at 


Icaft     in     the    Weft    Indies,    and 
fcarcely  lefs  fo  in  the  Eaft,  feemed 
in  a  great  meafure   to  hang  upon 
the  complete  execution  of  this  de^ 
fign.     The  blow,  in  its  full  weight, 
muft    have    produced    very    confi- 
derable and  unexpefted  effefts.  But, 
through  bad  intelligence,  or,  as  fome 
perhaps  may  rather  think,  through 
a   certain   marked    fatality,   which 
fecms   to  have    generally  attended 
our  operations    through  the  courie 
of  the  prefent  war,  the  French  fleet 
was  fo  much  fuperior  to  what  had 
been  conceived,  as  well  as  to  Ad- 
iniral  Kempenfeldt's  force,  that  the 
danger    of    being    intercepted     (if 
fuch  had  been  the    ohjecl  of    the 
enemy)    lay  entirely   on  his    fide. 
The    Count  de   Guichen    had    no 
lefs  than  19  fail  of  heavy  line   of 
battle   fliips    under    his   command, 
belides  two  more  armed  en  flute,  as 
the    French   call  it,   that  isj  their 
lower  deck  guns  placed  in  the  hold, 
in  order  to  make  room  for  the  con- 
veyance of  a  moderate  cargo  ;  and 
of  the  former,  five  were  of  that  vaft 
fize    which   we    have   already  de- 
fcribcd,  four  carrying  no,  and  the 
fifth  112  guns. 

The  Englifli  admiral,  totally  ig- 
norant of  the  fuperiority  of  the 
enemy,  and  expefting  that  he  had 
only  an  equal  force,  a:  ^^^^  ^.^^^ 
the  molr,  to  encounter,  ^^ 

had  the  fortune  to  fall  ' 

in  with  them  in  a  hard  gale  of  wind, 
when  both  the  fleet  and  convoy  were 
a  good  deal  difperfed,  and  the  lat- 
ter had  fallen  confiderably  a-ftern. 
Mr.  Kempenfeldt,  with  that  pro- 
feflional  judgment  and  dexterity  by 
which  he  was  eminently  diftin- 
guiflied,  determined  to  profit  of  the 
prefent  fituation,  by  endeavouring 
to  cut  off  the  convoy,  in  the  firft 
inftance,  and  to   fight  the  enemy 

after. 
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after.  In  the  movement  for  this 
purpofe,  the  I'riumphant  of  84 
guns,  which  had  Hayed  back  to 
colk'dl  the  convoy,  in  her  way  now 
to  rejoin  the  flc-et,  came  acrofs  the 
Edgar  of  74  guns,  which  led  the 
Engliflj  van ;  a  fharp  though  fhort 
fire  eufiied,  in  which  the  former 
fuilaincd  Tome  confiderable  apparent 
lofs.  The  defign  in  part  took 
place ;  and  if  there  had  1  een  a  fuf- 
ficient  number  of  frigates,  (which 
are  particularly  neceffary  in  all  at- 
tacks upon  convoys)  the  eR'e&. 
would  have  been  ftill  much  more 
confiderable.  About  twenty  of  the 
prizes  arrived  fafe  in  England,  two 
or  three  were  faid  to  be  funk,  and 
feveral  that  Uruck  cfcaped  in  the 
night.  A  great  difperfion  of  the 
convoy  neceilarily  took  place,  and 
a  number  of  the  fhips  were  rea- 
fonably  fuppofed  to  liave  loll  their 
voyage. 

The  French  commanders  were, 
in  the  mean  time,  colledliiig  their 
fleet,  and  forming  the  line  of  battle. 
Admiral  Kempenfcldt  jikewife,  hav- 
ing colle6led  his  fhips  in  the  even- 
ing, and  being  ftill  ignorant  of  their 
force,  got  upon  the  fame  tack  with 
the  enemy,  under  a  full  determina- 
tion of  engaging  them  in  the  morn- 
ing. At  day-light,  perceiving  them 
to  leeward,  he  immediately  formed 
the  line ;  but  difcovering  their  force 
upon  a  nearer  approach,  he  found 
the  neceffity  of  changing  his  refolu- 
tion ;  and  the  adverfe  fleets,  after 
a  full  view  of  each  other,  feemed  to 
part  with  equal  confcnt  on  both 
fides. 

Near  iicoland  forces,  and  be- 
tween 6  and  700  feamen,  were 
taken  in   the  prizes.     "^Ihcy  were 


mofily  freighted  on  the  French 
king's  account,  and  were  chiefly- 
laden  with  the  following  articles, 
which  will  fufliciently  fhew  of  what 
importance  their  capture  was  in  the 
prefent  feafon,  viz.  brafs  and  iron 
ordnance;  gunpowder;  fmallarnjs; 
flints  ;  bomb  (hells ;  cannon  balls, 
and  grenades,  in  a  prodigious  quan- 
tity; iron  bars  and  fhcet  lead;  tra- 
velling magazines  and  forges  ;  all 
kinds  of  ordnance  ftores;  tents, 
camp  equipage,  and  utenfils  of  all 
forts ;  foldiers  cloathing,  and  ac- 
coutrements ;  with  woollen  and  li- 
nen goods  for  the  land  and  fea  fer- 
vice  in  great  quantities;  bricks; 
great  cables ;  fail-cloth  and  cord- 
age, with  every  fupply  for  fnipping, 
to  a  great  amount;  wine,  oil,  bran- 
dy, rum,  flour,  bifcuit,  and  faked 
provifions,  all  in  great,  and  the  mofl 
neceirixry  in  prodigious  quantities. 

The  value  or  importance  of  the 
capture  ferved,  however,  only  to 
excite  the  diffadsfadlion  of  the 
public.  It  was  faid,  that,  when 
fortuue  had  thrown  fo  fair  an  op- 
portunity in  our  way,  of  retrieving 
our  afi^'airs,  and  recovering  our  for- 
mer rank  and  lituation,  the  golden 
moment  was  loft,  through  the  neo^- 
ligencc  of  thofe  who  l;ad  not  fup- 
plied  Admiral  Kempenfcldt  with 
fuch  a  force,  as  would  have  enabled 
him  to  take  or  deltroy  the  whole 
French  fleet  and  convoy-  A  great 
clamour  was  accordingly  raifcd, 
which  undoubtedly  was  not  lefl'ened, 
by  the  attempts  which  were  made 
in  both  houfcs  of  parliament,  to 
render  this  bufmefs  a  ground  oi' 
complaint  and  cliarge  againft  tlie 
fuft  lord  of  the  adjniralty. 


CHAP. 
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VI; 


State  ef  parties  at  the  meeting  of  parliament.  Debates  on  the  fpeech  front 
the  throne.  Addrcjffs  moved  in  both  Hojfes,  and  amendments  prcpofed 
and  rejedcd.  Debate  refumed  on  the  report  of  the  addrefs  from  the 
committee.  Motion  for  granting  a  fupply  to  his  majejly  oppofed  by  Mr. 
y.  Pitty  and  after  a  ivarm  debate  carried,  on  a  dlvifion,  in  the  affirmati've, 
Mr,  Burke'' s  motion  for  a  committee  of  the  nvhole  Houfe  to  inquire  into 
the  cojiffcation  and  J  ale  of  the.ejfciis  and  merchandize  taken  on  the  if  and 
of  St.  Eufatius,  rejected.  Motion  by  Mr.  Huffey  for  adding  lOjOOO  fea' 
men  to  the  number  monjed  for  by  government  for  thefervice  of  the  year  1782. 
Sir  James  Lovjther's  motion  for  putting  an  end  to  the  American  ivar 
rejet^ed,  after  a  long  debate,  by  a  majority  of  only  41.  Debate  on  the 
ermy  ejiimates.  Convcrfation  relati've  to  the  exchange  of  prifoners  luitk 
America.  Debate  en  the  motion  for  adjournment.  Petition  Jrcm  Mr.  Lau- 
rens prefented  by  Mr.  Burke.     Recefs. 


^URING  the  recefs  of  par- 
liament no  material  change 
had  taken  place,  either  in  the  ge- 
neral temper  of  the  nation,  or  in 
the  political  flate  of  the  contend- 
ing parties.  A  total  indilFerence 
to  the  defperate  fituation  of  affairs, 
or  at  leafl:  to  the  means  of  retriev- 
ing them,  feems  to  have  marked, 
at  this  tim^e,  the  character  of  the 
people,  beyond  any  former  period 
of  our  hiftory.  The  unfuccefsful 
operations  of  the  campaign,  a  cir- 
cumllance  which  in  former  times 
had  fnaken  the  liability  of  the  moft 
popular  adminiilrations,  fcarcely 
raifed  a  murmur  agalnft  the  pre- 
fent.  The  retreat  of  the  channel 
fleet  recurred  with  the  regularity 
of  an  annual  review,  and  was  re- 
o-arded  with  as  m.uch  unconcern. 
Our  commerce  was  intercepted, 
the  coafts  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  threatened  and  infulted ; 
the  ancient  boaft  and  fecurity  of 
this  kingdom,  the  dominion  of 
the  fea,  was  fecn  in  danger  of  be- 


ing transferred  to  our  enemies, 
without  its  exciting  any  other 
feeling  than  what  the  imminence 
of  danger  at  the  time  produced. 
Our  very  fuccefies  had  unfortu- 
nately been  confined  againft  a 
power  whofe  interefts  had  hitherto 
been  confidered  as  in  feme  mea- 
fure  involving  o;-r  own  ;  and  the 
inconfiderate  joy,  with  which  thefe 
triumphs  over  an  ancient  ally 
and  a  weak  and  unprovided  enemy- 
were  received  by  the  people,  af- 
forded matter  of  no  fmail  concern 
to  thcfe  who  revered  the  old  and 
approved  maxims  of  Englifh  po- 
licy. 

In  fuch  a  ftate  of  things,  it  can- 
not be  wondered,  that  the  encr- 
mous  weight  of  influence  which 
minillers  derived  from  the  ordinary 
and  eftablifhed  power  of  the  crown, 
the  patronage  of  immenfe  military 
eftablifhments,  and  the  annual  ex- 
penditure of  upwards  of  20  millions 
of  the  public  money*,  fhould  over- 
power  the  unaided    and  difpirited 


*  The  fupplies  voted  for  the  year  1781  amounted  to  25,380,3:4/.  los.  %ld. 

efforts 
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rfibrts  of  thofe,  who  wiflied  to 
louze  the  nation  to  a  fenfe  of  its 
real  fituation.  The  only  hope, 
therefore,  that  remained  of  refcuing 
it  from  the  elfefts  of  a  falfe  fyilem 
of  politics,  under  whijli  its  ruin 
fcemed  no  longer  problematical, 
was  from  the  vigour  and  indepen- 
dence of  parliament. 

It  was  evident  from  the  num- 
bers, which  divided  on  the  fide  of 
oppofition  during  the  firll  feffion  of 
the  new  parliament,  that,  not- 
with.landing  the  advantage  the 
court  party  had  derived  from  a 
fadden  dilTolution,  the  llrcngth  of 
the  minifter  had  declined  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  The  cala- 
mitous event  of  the  campaign  in 
Virginia,  the  news  of  which  ar- 
rived in  England  but  a  few  days 
before  their  fecond  meeting,  was 
likely  to  increafc  this  defection, 
and  threatened  him  with  confe- 
quences  not  lefs  fatal  to  his  power 
at  home,  than  it  was  decifive  on 
the  objed  in  difpute  abroad. 

The  conteft  in  America  had  hi- 
therto operated  as  an  infaperable 
obftaclc  to  the  free  exercife  of  par- 
liamentary deliberation  and  con- 
trol. The  patient  acquicfcence 
of  fo  large  a  majority  in  both 
houfes,  under  the  repeated  dif- 
graces,  in  which  the  purfuance  of 
that  objeft  had  involved  the  coun- 
try, could  bs  attributed  to  no 
other  caufe,  than  the  ncceffity 
they  found  themfelves  under  of 
fupporting  the  minillcr  at  all 
events,  or  of  abandoning  a  fa- 
vourite war,  conneded  in  fome 
meafure  with  their  political  preju- 
dices, and  in  which  their  p?.ffions 
had  been  artfully  and  fucceii  fully 
inflamed.  But  the  event,  alluded 
to  above,  having  cut  up  frcm  the 
root   all  Jiope  of  fu-bjugaiii-g   the 


revolted  colonies  in  the  minds  even 
of  the  moll  fanguine  adherers  to 
that  fyftem,  it  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pefied  they  would  fo  readily  over- 
look the  errors,  or  con  ,ive  at  tliz 
mifconducl  of  thofe,  under  vvhofc 
mifmanagement  they  had  reaped 
nothing  but  mortification  and  dif- 
grace. 

What  ciTecl  an  event  of  fuch 
magnitude  would  produce  in  the 
councils  of  government  was  looked 
for  with  an  uncommon  degree  Of 
anxious  expedlation.  The  ground, 
on  which  miniders  ftood,  was 
known  to  be  extremely  flippery 
and  dangerous.  The  profecutioa 
of  the  American  war  was  generally 
underllood  to  be  the  tenure,  by 
which  they  held  their  offices  from 
the  court.  To  abandon  the  war, 
was  at  once  inevitably  to  forfeit 
the  fupport  of  tnat  fecret  in- 
fluence, of  which  they  had  too 
long  experienced  the  etfedls  to  be 
ignorant  of  its  power.  To  ven- 
ture to  loolc  that  power  in  the 
face,  to  bring  a  full  expofure  of 
the  Hate  of  affairs  before  the  pub- 
lic, and  to  ftand  on  their  own  me- 
rits, was  an  experiment,  which 
more  fortunate  miniilers  might  have 
thought  too  hazardous  to  be  lightly 
rifked. 

Jt  was  this  view  of  affairs  which 
appears  to  have  direfted  admini- 
ftration  in  the  firft  ilcp  that  was 
neceflary  to  be  taken  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  fciricns,  on  the  27th 
dry  of  November,  1781.  The 
fpeech  from  the  throne  continued 
to  hold  the  fame  determined  ian- 
guagc,  with  which  both  houfes 
had  btcn  lad  dilmified.  The  con- 
tinuance of  the  war  was  afcribcd 
to  that  rclilefs  ambition,  which 
firll  excited  our  entmic-  to  com- 
n;encc    it;     and    his    nujelly    was 
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made  to  declare,  that  he  fliould 
not  anfwcr  the  truft  committed  to 
the  fovereign  of  a  free  people,  nor 
make  a  fuitable  return  to  his  fub- 
jefts  for  their  conltant,  zealous, 
and  afFeclicnatc  attachment  to  his 
perfon,  family,  and  government, 
if  he  confented  to  facriiice  either 
to  his  own  defire  of  peace,  or  to 
their  temporary  eafe  and  relief, 
thofe  eflential  rights,  and  perma- 
nent interefts,  upon  the  mainte- 
nance and  prefervaiion  of  which 
the  future  ftrength  and  fecurity  of 
the  country  mull  ever  principally 
depend.  The  lofles  in  America 
were  neither  diffembled  nor  pal- 
liated, but  Hated  as  the  ground 
for  calling  for  the  firm  concur- 
rence and  fupport  of  parliament, 
and  a  more  vigorous,  animated, 
and  united  exertion  of  the  facul- 
ties and  refources  of  the  nation. 
This,  with  the  mention  of  the 
fafe  and  profperous  arrival  of  our 
numerous  commercial  fleets,  the 
favourable  appearance  of  aftairs  in 
the  Eafl  Indies,  and  a  flrong  re- 
commendation to  parliament  to  re- 
fume  their  enquiries  into  the  flate 
and  condition  of  our  dominions  in 
that  country,  formed  the  fubltance 
of  the  king's  fpeech. 

in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the 
motion  for  an  addrefs,  framed  in 
the  ufual  form,  produced  on  the 
part  of  oppofition  a  warm  and  ani- 
mated debate,  which  continued 
till  two  in  the  morning.  The 
alarming  declaration,  contained 
in  the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  of 
the  intentions  of  government  to 
continue  the  profecution  of  the 
American  war  to  the  lall  extre- 
mity ;  the  infidious  attempt  to 
pledge  the  houfe,  by  the  propofed 
addrefs,  to  the  unqualified  fupport 
of  a  determination  fo  frantic  and 


defpernte,  in  the  fpite  of  feverl 
years  dear-bought  experience,  and 
in  the  teeth  of  national  bankruptcy 
and  ruin  ;  the  audacity  of  holding 
fuch  language  at  the  very  inilant* 
when  the  calamitous  efteds  of  the 
mifcondufl  of  minillers  called  for 
penitence  and  humiliation,  were 
topics  urged  by  Mr.  Fox  with 
great  eloquence  and  ability,  and 
followed  by  a  fevere  reprehenfion 
of  the  principles  of  the  war,  of 
the  delufions  by  which  parliament 
had  been  led  on  year  after  year  to 
fupport  it,  and  of  the  grofs  and 
criminal  mifmanagement  that  ap- 
peared in  every  branch  of  admi- 
nillration,  and  particularly  in  the 
marine  department.  To  the  neg- 
ligence and  incapacity  of  the  mi- 
niiter  at  the  head  of  that  board, 
he  afcribed  the  lofs  of  the  army 
under  Lord  Cornwallis.  That 
miniikr, .  he  fald,  had  declared  in 
another  aflembly,  that  a  firft  lord 
of  the  admiralty  who  fhould  faU 
in  having  a  fleet  equal  to  the  com-- 
bined  naval  force  of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon,  would  be  unworthy  of 
his  fituation,  and  deferve  to  be 
dragged  to  condign  punilhment. 
The  cafe,  he  contended,  v/as  now 
before  tl>em.  The  inferiority 
of  the  Britifli  fleet,  in  every 
quarter  of  the  globe,  he  endea- 
voured to  prove  from  the  events 
of  the  campaign,  and  he  conjured 
the  houfe  not  to  delay  that  jufliice^ 
which  the  noble  earl  had  called 
down  on  his  guilt.  After  appeal- 
ing to  the  cool  and  difpaflionatc 
fenfe  of  the  houfe  upon  the  utter 
imprafticability  of  reducing  the 
colonies  by  force,  of  which  they 
had  now  had  full  experience,  and 
calling  particularly  on  the  mem- 
ber, who  at  that  time  held  the 
ofHcer  of  paymalier-general,   and 
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tvho  had  declared  on  a  former  oc- 
cafion,  "  that  if  the  capture  of 
Charles-To-wn  produced  no  deci/ive 
co)i/eqnences,  he  Jhould  groi.v  I'JC-vy 
of  the  Amei'icnn  nvar,"  to  join  him 
in  obliging  adniinillration  to  put 
an  end  to  it,  he  concluded  a  fpeech 
of  great  length  with  moving,  that 
after  the  firll  paragraph  of  the 
addrefs,  the  following  wcrds  (hocld 
be  fubftltuted  in  the  place  of  the 
fubfequent  claufcs  :  "  And  we  will, 
*'  without  delay,  apply  onrfclves 
"  with  united  hearts  to  propofe 
"  and  adjuft  fuch  councils^  as  may 
"  in  this  crifis,  excite  the  eiforts, 
*'  point  the  arms,  and  by  a  total 
"  change  of  fyftem,  command  the 
*'  confidence  of  all  his  raajefty's 
"  fubjects." 

The  impreffion,  which  this 
fpeech  feemed  to  make  on  the 
houfe,  and  the  filence  of  thofe 
who  had  formerly  been  the  moil 
forward)!  on  ail  occafions,  to  juf- 
tify  the  principles  and  the  policy 
of  the  American  yvar,  called  up 
the  miniiler  early  in  the  debate. 
He  defended,  with  his  ufual  dex- 
terity and  addrefs,  tlie  grounds  of 
the  contell  between  Great-Bri.ain 
and  her  colonies.  It  did  not,  he 
faid,  originate,  as  had  been  falfcly 
reprefcnted,  in  any  defign  of  mi- 
niJteri  to  aggrandize  the  power, 
or  increafe  the  influence  of  the 
crown:  had  that  been  their  ob- 
jetl,  they  had  thrown  away  and 
rejedted  the  opportunity.  It  was 
not  the  prerogative  of  the  crown, 
but  the  claims  of  parliament,  that 
America  had  refifted.  It  was, 
therefore,  to  preferve  the  fupre- 
macy  of  parliament,  and  to  main- 
tain its  jult  rights  and  privileges, 
that  they  had  engaged  in  the 
war,  and  forborne  the  offer  of  ad- 
vancing one  branch  of  the    leei- 
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flature  to  the  dominion  of  Ame- 
rica, independent  of  the  other 
two.  With  refpeft  to  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  war^'  the  qjeftion^ 
he  allerted,  was  in  no  fhape  be- 
fore the  houfe ;  and  that  there- 
fore no  gentleman  voting  for  the 
addrefs,  would,  as  the  necefTary  re- 
fult  of  fuch  a  proceeding,  pledge 
himfclf  to  afTcnt  either  to  any  fpe- 
cific  mode  of  operations,  or  to  the 
fuppcrt  of  v/ar  at  all  againft  theJ 
colonics. 

Though  tliis  explication  of  the 
addrefs  wss  alio  fupported  by  the 
third  fecretary  of  ftate,  and  by 
the  right  honcurabie  member,  \7ho 
had  been  fo  particularly  alluded 
to  in  the  debate,  it  was  ftill  con- 
tended on  the  part  of  oppofition, 
that  whatever  fenfe  his  majeity's 
fervants  nright,  for  the  prefent, 
find  it  convenient  to  put  upon  it, 
the  language  was  too  infrdious 
and  delufive  for  the  houfe  to 
adopt ;  and  on  a  divifion  there 
appeared  for  the  amendment  12^, 
again  ft  it  218. 

The  attack  which  had  been 
m:'.de,  during  the  conrfe  of  the 
debateyon  the  condud  of  the  firft 
lord  of  the  admiralty,  drew  from 
one  of  the  members  of  that  board 
a  reply  in  hisr  defence.  He  af- 
ferted,  that  the  crippled  ftate  in 
which  the  noble  lord  had  found 
the  navy,  and  which  had  been 
owing  to  the  parfimonious  ceco- 
nomy  of  Lord  Hawke's  admini- 
llration,  was  the  caufe  of  its  pre-* 
fent  weaknef^,  if  fach  a  fad\  rca!!/ 
exiiled.  This,  however,  he  po- 
fitively  denied,  and  endeavoured 
to  prove,  that  it  was  even  ftrongcr 
than  in  its  boafted  ftate  in  1759. 
He  afferted,  that  the  ftrft  HeeC 
fent  out  by  Lord  Sandwich,  was 
fuperior    to   that    of    the   enemy  j 
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that  the  nature  of  the  war  had 
rendered  it  imprafticable  to  meet 
them  in  all  places  with  that  ad- 
vantage ;  but,  that  even  if  it 
fliould  be  found  we  were  unable 
to  match  them  in  force  and  num- 
bers, the  fault  did  not  lie  with 
the  boa  d  of  admiralty;  it  being 
a  truth  demonftrabic  from  our  na- 
val hirtory,  that  whenever  the 
French  directed  their  whole  atten- 
tion to  the  improvement  and  in- 
creafc  of  their  marine,  they  had 
always  rendered  it  fuperior  to  that 
of  Great-Britain.  Thefe  pofitions 
were  feverally  denied  by  Admiral 
Keppel ;  but  being  irrelevant  to  the 
queltion  before  the  houfe,  they  un- 
derwent no  further  difcuffion  for  the 
prefent. 

An  amendment  to  the  fame  ef- 
fedt  with  that  moved  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  and  exprefied  in 
nearly  the  fame  words,  was  moved 
in  the  upper  houfe,  and  rejcdcd 
by  a  majority  of  75,  including  10 
proxies,  to  31.  The  debate  alfo 
turned  upon  the  fame  general  to- 
pics; but  it  was  remarked,  that 
the  language  of  the  two  fecretaries 
of  ftate  in  that  afiembl}^  was  much 
more  explicit  and  unequlvpcal 
with  refpe^l  to  the  intentions  of 
government  to  profecute  the  war 
in  America,  than  what  the  mi- 
niflers  in  the  other  houfe  had  ven-- 
tared  to  maintain.  This  circum- 
Ilance  occafioned  a  fccond  debate  in 
the  Houf«  of  Commons,  upon  re- 
ceiving the  report  of  the  addrefi,  on 
the  following  day,  in  which  the 
qucftion  of  tiie  pledge,  fuppofed  to 
be  conveyed  by  the  addrefs  to  fup- 
port  that  war,  underwent  another 
very  able  difcuffion. 

On  the  fide  of  oppf-fition  .it  was 
argued,  that  the  p/cfcnt  alarming 
criiis  of  atlav/s  called,  lu.  a  parti- 


cular manner,  for  the  moft  explicit 
and  intelligible  language  from  par- 
liament. That  from  the  open  and 
unqualified  declaration  of  his  ma- 
jefly's  fervants  in  another  place, 
the  indentions  of  government  could 
no  longer  remain  a  matter  of 
doubt ;  and  therefore,  if  the  addrefs 
was  not  meant  to  convey  to  the 
king  an  engagement  on  their  part 
to  fu  pport  him  in  thofe  defigns, 
that  it  v,/as  hypocritical  and  delu- 
five.  That  from  the  dark  and  am- 
biguous expreflions  of  the  minifter 
in  that  houfe,  in  the  former  debate, 
and  his  total  filence  in  the  prefent, 
fome  doubts  might  be  entertained 
refpefting  hi.s  real  private  fenti- 
ments;  but  that  whatever  thofe 
might  be,  the  meaning  of  the  ad- 
drefs coisld  only  be  colledled  from 
the  terms  in  which  it  was  exprefied; 
that  thefe  were  intelligible  to  the 
lowell:  capacity ;  and  that  it  would 
be  highly  improper  that  the  honour 
and  reputation  of  the  houfe  fhould 
be  committed  in  the  intrigues  of  a 
divided  cabinet. 

The  defericeof  the  addrefs,  in  its 
original  form,  was  und.ertaken  by 
Mr.  j^undafs,  the  Lord  Advocate 
for  Scotland,  He  began  his  argu- 
ment with  obferving,  that  the  news 
of  a  late  great  and  national  misfor- 
tune had  not  arrived  unexpefted 
by  him,  but  that  the  impreffion  it 
had  left  on  his  mind,  had  induced 
him  to  examine,  with  the  moll 
fcrupulous  jealoufy,  the  fpeech 
from  the  throne,  fearing  to  find  in 
it  fome  exprefiion,  an  approbation 
of  which  might  in  any  fort  pledge 
him  to  a  particular  line  of  con- 
duct in  that  houfe :  that,  on  the 
moll  minute  examination,  he  had 
not  found  any  fuch  expreflions  in 
it ;  that  its  language  was  firm  and 
macly,    calculated    10     Ihevv     the 
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full   liberty    to  deliver  their  fenti- 
ments  upon  them. 

With  refpeft  to  the  divcrfity  of 
opinions  which,  it  had  been  insi- 
nuated, prevailed  amongft  the; 
members  of  the  cabinet  upon  the 
fubjedl  of  the  future  condudl  ct 
the  war,  he  ftiould  declare  his 
opinion  with  freedom  and  bold- 
nefs,  that  the  minifter  who,  to 
preferve    his   fituation,    could    fub- 


World  that  no  difafter,  however 
great,  could  deprefs  the  fpirit,  or 
fink  the  courage  of  the  nation ; 
but  that  ftill  its  language  was  ge- 
neral ;  that  confequently  the  ad- 
drefs,  which,  as  ufual,  was  couch- 
ed in  the  fame  terms,  mufl;  be  ge- 
heral,  and  could  not  be  under- 
ftood  as  preclulive  of  any  future 
vote  or  parliamentary  proceeding 
whatever.  This,  he  faid,  was  the 
fenfe  in  which  thofe  who  propofed 
and  thofe  who  voted  for  the  ad- 
drefs,  underftood  it;  and  he  ridi- 
culed the  attempt  that  was  made 
by  others,  who  pretended  that 
they  only  could  conftrue  it,  to 
force  upon  them  a  meaning  which 
they  utterly  difavowed.  Much  of 
the  intricacy,  which  had  involved 
the  prefent  queilion,  he  conceived 
had  arifen  from  the  loofe  and  in- 
definite ufe  of  the  tc-m,  "  Ame- 
*'  rican  war."  If  by  an  Ameri- 
can war,  was  meant  a  continental 
war  in  America,  conduced  on  the 
fame  military  principles,  on  which 
it  had  hitherto  been  carried  on,  it 
was  with  great  reafon  the  houfo 
had  been  cautioned  againft  pledg- 
ing themfelves  to  the  fupport  of 
it.  But  he  could  difcover  no  fuch 
defign,  either  in  the  fpeech,  or  in 
the  addrefs.  But  if  the  retention 
and  defence  of  fuch  places  as  were 
ftill  left  in  our  poiTeflion  in  Ame- 
rica, was  to  be  called  an  American 
war,  and  under  that  denomination 
to  be  reprobated,  he  did  not  thini< 
the  houfe  yet  ripe  for  fuch  a  deci- 
fion.  Thefe,  however,  were  mat- 
ters totally  unconnedled  with  the 
«jueftion  before  the  houfe  j  and 
whenever  they  came  to  be  debated, 
which  in  a  iliort  time  would  un- 
doubtedly be  the  cafe,  every  mem- 
ber, as  well  thofe  who  voted  for 
as  againft  the  addrefs,  would  be  &; 


hfiit  to  concur  in  meafures  which 
he  difapproved,  was  highly  cri- 
minal. It  would  not  be  admitted 
as  any  exculpation  of  fuch  a  mi- 
niflcr,  to  fay,  he  had  been  over- 
ruled in  the  cabinet,  "  That  the 
"  king  could  do  no  wrong,"  was 
a  facred  maxim  of  the  conftitu- 
tlon,  neceffary  for  the  perfonai 
fafety  of  the  fovereign,  and  for 
the  free  deliberation  of  parlia- 
ment ;  but  this  maxim  implied, 
that  whatever  was  wrong  in  the 
adminirtration  of  the  flate,  was  lo 
be  afcribed  to  his  minillcrs ;  and 
that  they,  jointly  and  feverally, 
were  refponfible  to  the  public. 

In  anfwer  to  the  arguments  t'.icit 
had  been  drawn  from  a  fuppofcd 
ambiguity  in  the  language  of  mi- 
nillers,  it  rr.ight  be  afkea,  he  faid, 
what  purpofe  could  fuch  a  delu- 
fion,  if  any  delufion  is  intended* 
anfwer  ?  The  cheat  would  be 
foon  detefted;  it  would  fcarcely 
laft  a  week  :  a  qudlion  would  ne- 
ceflarily  foon  come  before  pariia- 
meut,  which  would  oblige  mini- 
flcrs  to  fpeak  out  fully  and  expli- 
citly. Being  called  on  to  explain 
to  what  he  alluded,  he  faid,  that 
when  minifliers  called  on  the  houfe 
to  vote  a  fubllitution  of  forces  to 
r^^'ace  the!  jooo  men  loft  with 
Lord  Cornwallij,  they  m^ll;  meet 
the  queiHon  fully. 

In  anfwer  to  thcfe  arguments 
(/]   z  it 
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it  was  again  urged,  that  the  in- 
tention, with  which  an  individual 
member  of  parliament  might  pro- 
pofe  to  confine  his  own  aflent  to 
a  general  propofition,  could  be  no 
meafure  for  the  proceedings  of  the 
houfc.  That  the  fenfe  and  mean- 
ing of  a  written  produftion,  arofe 
from  the  words  and  phrafes  in 
which  it  was  expreffed.  That 
though  the  words,  "  American 
"  war,"  were  ftudioufiy  avoided, 
yet,  from  the  language  of  former 
ipeeches  and  addrefles,  and  from 
the  whole  tenor  of  the  prefcnt,  it 
was  obvioufiy  the  profecution  of 
that  war  his  majefly  called  on  them 
to  fupport.  That  the  learned  lord 
had  deferted  the  proper  ground  of 
debate,  when  he  faid  fo  much 
about  the  mode  of  conducing  the 
war.  The  oSjecJ  and  e/ut  of  it 
were  the  material  confideration  to 
be  fpoken  to.  The  argument 
drawn  from  the  fhortnefs  of  the 
time,  which  the  delufion  prefuraed 
could  poiTibly  operate;,  drew  on 
the  miniller  fome  feverc  and 
pointed  animadverfions  from  Mr. 
Burke.  Such  delufions^  he  faid, 
the  minifter  dealt  in ;  they  were 
the  daily  traffic  of  his  invention. 
A  week  !  he  had  often  held  out  a 
delufion  for  half  that  time  >  for  a 
day  only ;  nay,  for  a  fingle  hour- 
He  had  prad:ifed  delullons  upon 
the  houfe,  which  died  away  be- 
fore the  debate  was  ended,  only 
to  ferve  the  immediate  purpofe 
for  which  they  had  been  contrived,. 
Amongfl  the  mifcellaneous  mat- 
ter which  v.'as  introduced  into  thi5 
debate,  the  fame  gemleman  called 
the  attention  of  the  houfe  to  what 
he  conceived  to  be  the  moll  (hock- 
ing and  difgracefal  proceeding, 
that  had  ever   itained  the  Britilh 


name;  this  was  the  loth  article  of 
the  capitulation  of  Lord  Corn- 
wallis,  by  which  the  royalifts  who 
had  joined  the  Britifh  army,  were 
left  to  the  mercy  of  the  civil  power 
in  America.  By  fire  and  Ivvord, 
he  faid,  we  had  forced  the  Ame- 
ricans to  join  the  king's  troops ; 
and  thofe  very  men,  who  had  been 
fighting  with  us  to  quell  rebel- 
lion, were  to  fufFer  an  ignomi- 
nious death  for  having  themfelves 
been  rebels.  He  painted.,  in  the 
ftrongeft  colours,  the  headlands  of 
the  Chefapeak  exhibiting  tl>e 
parched  quarters  of  the  king's 
friends  ;  and  afked,  if  it  was  not  a. 
glorious  fight  to  meet  the  eyes  of 
a  prince  of  the  royal  blood  on  his 
firrt  arrival  in  America  !  After  a 
mofl  eloquent  and  fuccefsful  ap- 
plication to  the  feelings  of  the 
houfe  on  this  fubject,  he  begged 
leave  to  rat*ition  another  circum- 
flance  that  had  occurred  in  the 
fame  buunefs,  in  which  a  ferious 
mind,  without  being  extremely 
addided  to  fuperllition,  might 
think  it  was  the  fpcclal  hand  of 
Providence.  The  Colonel  Laurens 
who  had  drawn  up  the  articles  of 
capitulation,  and  in  whofe  cuftody 
Lord  Cornvvallis  was  at  that  time 
a  prifoner  in  America,  was  the 
fcn  of  Mr.  Laurens,,  late  prefident 
of  congrefs,  who  had  been  com- 
mitted a  clofe  prifoner  to  the 
Tower  of  London,  of  which  Lord 
Cornwallis  was  himfelf  the  gover- 
norj  and  had  thus  become  a  pri- 
foner to  the  fon  of  his  own  pri- 
foner. 

Amongfl  the  fpeeches  raofi;  di- 
flinguirtied  in  this  debate,  that  of 
Mr.  Wm.  Pitt  was  received  with 
fingular  marks  of  applaufe  from 
every  fide  of  die  houfe.     At  length 

the- 
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mine.  But  to  withhold  the  fup- 
plies  till  feme  pofidve  afl'iirance  of 
their  repentance  was  obtained, 
till  fome  proof  of  their  contrition 
flood  on  record,  was  not  only  2. 
duty  the  members  owed  their  con- 
ftituents,  but  would  be  the  nvoft  ef- 
feftual  means  of  ftrengthening  the 
hands  of  government.  That  the  rc- 
drefs  of  grievances  fliould  invariably 
precede  the  opening  of  the  public 
purfe,  was  a  principle  on  which 
Hood  the  cxiftence  of  the  conltitu- 
tion.  He  was  therefore  warranted 
in  oppoflng  privilege  to  preroga- 
tive, and  in  refufing  to  vote  a  fhil- 
ling  to  the  crown,  till  its  minillers 
had  given  the  people  fome  earncll 
of  their  amendment. 

This  attempt  to  obftrudl  the 
ordinary  courfe  of  bufinefs  in  the 
houfe,  was  reprefented,  on  the 
fide  of  adminiftration,  rather  as 
the  efteft  of  political  heat  and 
pafllon,  than  of  any  cool  and  fe- 
rioijs  defire  of  perfuading  the  houfe 
to  adopt  a  meafure  of  fo  defperate 
and  ruinous  a  tendency.  A  vote 
of  fupply,  it  was  faid,  was  the 
neceflary  confequence  of  the  ad- 
drcfs ;  to  this  they  were  undoubt- 
edly pledged;  but  whenever  the 
appropriation  of  the  money  voted 
ftiould  be  propofed  for  the  con- 
fideration  of  parliament,  then  they 
might  rcfufe  their  confent  to  its 
being  applied  to  the  fupport  of 
the  American  or  any  other  war, 
or  to  any  fpecific  purpofe  what- 
ever, if  they  Ihould  fo  think 
fit.  It  was  not  denied,  that  the 
propofition  of  the  honourable 
member  was  conftitutional.  The 
right  of  refufing  any  fupply,  was 
allowed  to  be  inherent  in  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  people.  But 
in  the  pxercife  of  that,  as  of  many 
other  theoretical  rights,  the  expe- 

[7]  3  diency 


the  queftion  being  put,  there  ap- 
peared for  bringing  up  the  report 
131,  againfl:  it  54. 

T-T  1  Though    the     mo- 

Nov.  -50th.      J  ^     , 

■^  derate     and     accom- 

modating language  ufed  by  the 
miniiter  in  the  debate  on  the  ad- 
drefs,  and  the  more  open  declar- 
ations which  had  come  from  a 
quarter,  known  to  be  intimately 
conneded  with  government,  had 
fome  efFeiSt  in  removing  the  ap- 
prehenfions  of  the  houfe  with  re- 
gard to  the  farther  profecution  of 
the  American  war ;  yet  they  were 
thought  by  no  means  fo  fatisfac- 
tory  by  the  members  in  oppofi- 
tion,  as  to  relax  their  endeavours 
to  obtain  fome  more  explicit 
avowal  of  his  intentions.  Ac- 
cordingly, on  the  ufual  motion 
for  the  houfe  to  go  into  a  com- 
mittee of  fupply,  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt 
rofe  to  objeci  to  the  fpeaker's 
leaving  the  chair.  It  was  not  his 
wilh,  he  faid,  to  deprive  the  crown 
of  the  means  of  carrying  on  its 
government  in  the  prefent  alarm- 
ing junfture  of  affairs;  he  did  not 
mean  to  hinder,  but  to  protradt 
the  proceedings  of  the  houfe  in 
this  bufinefs ;  left  adminiilration, 
carrying  their  point  with  a  faci- 
lity that  rendered  them  callous  to 
the  diftrefl'es  of  the  nation,  fhould 
be  encouraged  to  pcrfevere  in  the 
fame  councils  and  meafures,  which 
had  brought  the  empire  to  the 
verge  of  irretrievable  ruin.  Be- 
fore they  looked  for  any  frelh 
proof  of  the  confidence  of  parlia- 
ment, it  was  requifite  they  fhould 
fhew  a  due  fenfe  of  their  own  mif- 
condudl,  and  give  a  fure  pledge 
of  their  intentions  to  change  the 
whole  fyftem  of  their  proceedings. 
What  that  pledge  ought  to  be, 
would  be  for  the  houfe  to  deter- 
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diency    of  the   meafLire    was    the  the  war,  or  the  operations  of  the 

pbjeft  to  be  attended  to.     In  for-  enfuing  campaign,   were    expected 

mer  times  it  had  been  the  praftice  to  be  difclofed  as  the  condition  of 

of  parliament  to  make  the  redrefs  granting   the  fupplies.     The  com- 

of  grievances  go  before  the  grant  pliance     with    fuch     a    requifition 

of  fupplies;   but  was  this  at  pre-  would  be  in  the  higheft  degree  cri- 

fent    c;:pedient,    or     even    prafti--  minal  in  minifters. 
cable  ?  Before  the  Revolution,  the         But   a   pledge  of   the    contrition 

Kings    of  England  were   poflcffed  of   government   was   at    leaft    re- 

of  a    permanent    revenue,    and    a  quired.      Might  there  not  be  equal 

variety   of  extenfive  refources,  by  difliculty   in   bringing    the  various 

which  they  were   enabled  to   fup-  defcriptions  of  men,  whp  were  to 

port    the  ordinary,  civil  and    mi-  be  found   in  that  houfe,   to  agree 

litary  eftablifhments  of  the   king-  and   fix   upon    fuch    a    pledge,    as 

dom.         When,      therefore,  •  they  might  be  deemed  fitisfadlory.     In 

called    on    the    people,    in    parti-  the   long  inveftigation  of  the  fub- 

Cular   emergencies,    for    an   extra-  jcfl,    nothing   refpcfling    the    na- 

brdinary  fupply,  parliament  wifely  ture  of  this  pledge,  had  yet  tranf- 

took    advantage    of  the    neceffities  pired.     In  the  opinion  of  fome,  it 

of  the  prince,  to  obtain  fuch  con-  might   be   a  change  ot    minifrers ; 

ceiTions    as    they  judged  neceffary  otlvers  might  afk  for  it  in  a  renun- 

for   the  fccurity  of  the   rights   of  ciation    of  the  war  againit   Ame- 

the  fubjcft.     But   at    the    time  of  rica;  a  third   fet,  in    the   cefTation 

the    Revolution,     the     conftitution  of  hpftilities    againft    the    Dutch; 

in   this  refpedl   underwent  a   total  a    fourth,    in     the    diminution    of 

change,   and  the    former    praflice  the    Influence    of  the    crown ;     a 

had,     in      confequence      of     that  fifth,    in     the    reform    of    repre- 

change,    totally    ceafed.     The  re-  fentation   in   the    Houfe  of  Com- 

venue    neccffary    for    the    defence  mons. 

and   fupport   of  the   kingdom  vvas         The    fituation    of    the    country 

jiow  annually  provided  for  by  par-  was   allowed  to  be,  in  an    unufual 

liament;    and    the    exercife  there-,  degree,     critical      and      alarming; 

fore  of  the    right  of  refufal    was  and  fome  change  of  meafures   ne- 

become  extremely  difficult,   if  not  'cefTary.      But  thefe  circumliances, 

entirely    impracticable.        To    en-  it   vv'as  contended,   called    for   the 

quire  into  the  exillence   of  griev-  moft    vigorous    and    united    exer- 

ances,  to   difcoyer    and   adminilter  tions    of    parliament.     The    eyes 

effeflual   remedies,  would    necefia-  not  only  of  the  nation,  but  of  all 

Hly  be  a  work  of  time;  and    was  our     enemies,     were     fixed    upon 

jt    not    recolledled,    that    the    in-  them ;  and  much  of  the  fpirit  and 

terval     between     the     commence-  exertions,  both  of  the  one  and  of 

jnent  of  an  endeavour  to   remove  the  other,   would  depend  on  their 

the   evils    complained  of>    and    its  refolutions. 

fuccefsful     completion,    would     be         In  reply  to   thefe  arguments.  It 

filled    up    by    the    annihilation    of  was    urged,    that    whilft    minitters 

the   fleets   and   armies   of  the  na-  wanted  to   perfuade    the  houfe   to 

tion  ?     Equal    mifchief   would    en-  adopt   their    addrefs,    it  was    faid, 

fue,   if  the   mode   of  carryirig   on  that  it  pledged  the  houfe    to   no- 
thing. 
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tWitig.  But  now  it  had  paffeJ, 
and  a  fupply  was  demanded,  they 
argued  that  the  houfe  had  bound 
itfelf  by  the  addrefs  to  grant  it. 
The  fame  cheat  was  ao;ain  at- 
tempted to  be  played  off.  The 
grant  of  a  fupply,  it  was  faid,  did 
not  bind  the  houfe  to  any  fpe- 
cific  appropriation  of  it;  and  thus 
the  houfe  was  to  be  led  on  by  a 
train  of  delufions  to  give  its  fup- 
port  to  a  continuance  of  thole  ru- 
inous meafures,  which  even  mi- 
nifters  themfelves  no  longer  dared 
openly  to  defend 

To  allow  that  parliament  pof- 
fefTed  the  privilege  of  withholding 
the  fupplies,  and  in  the  fame 
moment  to  pretend  that  the  ex- 
ertion of  it  mull  prove  an  aft  of 
political  fuicide,  was  to  leave  us 
nothing  of  the  coniHtution,  but 
the  name.  The  king,  in  virtue 
of  his  prerogative,  had  the  power 
of  involving  the  nation  in  holH- 
Hties  at  his  own  difcretion.  An 
ev^ent  of  this  kind  v/as  ufually 
announced  to  his  parliament  at 
the  opening  of  a  feilion  ;  and  was 
it  now  contended,  that  how  much 
foever  parliament  might  diiap- 
prove  of  fuch  a  meafure,  it  was 
bound  to  furnilh  the  necefl'ary 
grants  for  its  fupport. 

If  no  inftance  had  occurred, 
fince  the  Revolution,  of  a  refufal 
to  grant  fupplies,  this  invariable 
ucquiefcence  reiled  on  a  fuppo- 
fition,  that  no  circumftance  hud 
occurred  to  jurti fy  a  deviation 
from  the  general  pradice.  But 
did  the  prefent  times  afford  no 
iuch  grounds  ?  Was  it  not  even 
prefumable  from  the  paft  condud 
of  minlllers,  tliat,  with  refped  to 
the  lupport  and  defence  of  the  em- 
pire,  it    was    a   matter  of  indif- 


ference whether  the  fupplies  were 
granted  cr  not?  Could  the  na- 
tional misfortunes,  which  had 
thickened  over  thjC  ccurfe  of  the 
preceding  year,  have  poflibly 
proved  more  numerous  or  more 
fatal,  if  no  money  whatfoever 
had  been  granted  for  the  fervice 
of  that  period  r  Had  thofe  grants 
paid  any  intereft  to  the  public, 
either  in  vidtory  or  hono-jr  ?  Had 
they  not  even  contributed  to  the 
annihilation  of  our  fleets,  and  to 
the  lofs  of  our  armie?,  as  much  at 
lead  as  a  temporary  fufpenfion  of 
fupply  could  do  ? 

Jn  exculpation  of  the  mifcon- 
dud  of  one  department  of  govern- 
ment, it  had  been  faid,  that  all 
the  maritime  refources  of  this 
kingdom  were  unequal  to  a  con- 
tell:  with  the  naval  forces  of 
France,  when  fhe  chofe  to  exert 
them  to  the  utmoft.  For  wliat 
purpofe  then,  except  their  own 
bafe  and  feltilh  purpofes,  could 
they,  who  held  fuch  dodrines, 
call  on  parliament  to  Pjpport  an 
ellablifliment,  confeffedly,  under 
their  management,  inadequate  to 
its  end  r  The  dilbanding  of  the 
land  forces  would  certainly  be  the 
confequence  of  an  abfoluce  refufal 
to  raife  fupplies :  but  even  if  this 
were  the  cafe,  would  the  houfs 
chufe  rather  that  the  third  fecre- 
tary  of  Hate  ihould  fend  them 
acrofs  the  Atlantic,  in  order  that 
General  Wafhington  miglit  re-r 
ceive,  at  their  expence,  a  tl;ird 
army  piifoners  of  war. 

With  refped  to  the  pledge  re- 
quired, tiie  ditficultii-s  that  had 
been  Itated  were  rath-^r  affected 
than  real.  If  parliament  retained 
a  proper  fenfc  of  its  duty,  and 
was    zealous    and    fincere    in    the 

[1]  ^  perfcrmAOC* 
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performance  of  it,  the  tafic  pro- 
pofcd  would  not  require  an  hour's 
debare. 

"1  oppofition  to  this  weight  of 
argument,  it  was,  on  the  other 
fide,  alledged,  th^t  the  removal 
of  the  prcfent  miuiilors,  being 
evidently  ilje  chief  objeft  pro- 
pofed  by  thofe  who  v/ifhed  to  ne- 
gative the  motion  before  the 
houfe,  there  were  jnany  other  lefs 
objedionable  methods  of  obtain- 
ing the  fame  end.  I'hat  in  what- 
ever hands  his  majefiy  might  chufe 
to  trull  the  adminiftration  of  af- 
fairs, a  fupply  would  be  abfo- 
lurely  and  equally  neceffary.  That 
the  delay  propofed  would  be  there- 
fore a  Iruiciefs  lofs  o{  tijne,  as  the 
houfe  might,  if  they  thought  lit, 
adopt  •  other  meafures  equally  ef- 
fedlaal,  and  not  attended  with 
the  fame  danger  pr  inconvenience 
to  the  ftate.  On  the  divifioa,  the 
motion  for  going  into  a  committee 
of  i'^pply  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative;  there  being  itz  ayes, 
and  77  noes. 

We  have  heretofore  obferved, 
that  the  motion  made  by  Mr. 
Burke,  during  the  courfe  of  the 
laft  f-flicn,  for  an  enquiry  into 
the  conduft  of  the  captors  of  the 
ifland  of  St.  Euftatius,  was  ne- 
gatived, chiefly  on  the  ground  of 
the  abfcnce  of  the  two  com- 
manders, who  were  fo  deeply  in- 
terefted  in  the  fubjeft.  Both  thefe 
gentlemen  being  at  this  time  at- 
tendant on  their  duty  in  parlia- 
p.  ,     ment,   Mr,  Burke,    pur- 

Uec.  4tJi.   ^^^^j.     ^^     ^j^g  previous 

notice  he  had  given,  moved, 
«•  That  the  houfe  refolve  itfelf 
**  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
"  houfe,  in  order  to  enquire  into 
"  the  confifcation  of  the  effeds, 
**  wares    and     merchandize,     be- 


"  longing  to  his  majelly's  new 
"  fubjedts  on  the  iiland  of  St. 
"  Euitatius ;  and  farther,  to  en- 
«  quire  into  the  fale,  diibibulion 
"  and  mode  of  conveyance  of  a 
"  great  part  of  the  faid  effefts, 
"  wares  and  merchandize,  to  the 
"  iflands  belonging  to  France, 
"  and  to  other  parts  of  the  do- 
"  minions  of  his  majelly's  cnc- 
*f  mies." 

He  prefaced  this  motion  by  ob- 
fcrving,  that  he  Ihould  not  at  that 
time  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  fiifls 
he  had  to  produce,  nor  of  the 
evidence  by  which  he  meant  tp 
fupport  them,  provided  he  un- 
derllood  from  his  majelly's  mini- 
fters  that  no  oppofition  would  be 
made  to  the  inftitution  of  full, 
open,  and  difpaihonate  enquiry. 
But  the  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the 
plantations  declaiing,  that  he 
could  net  pofiibly  give  his  vote 
for  the  motion  as  it  then  ftood,  on 
account  of  the  aftions  that  were 
depending  in  the  courts  below, 
Mr.  Burke  was  called  on  by  the 
houfe  to  enter  into  the  fubjeft  at 
large. 

He  began  with  reprobating  the 
narrow,  miferable  dodrine  he  had 
juft  heard,  by  which  a  great  le- 
giflative  body,  the  grand  inqueft 
of  the  Britifh  empire,  was  taught 
to  lay  afide  its  wifdom,  policy  and 
juftice,  and  dance  attendance,  like 
a  fervile,  cringing  valet,  upon 
the  petty  difputes  of  the  courts 
below.  He  called  on  the  houfe 
to  rejeft,  with  detefiation,  coun- 
fels  fo  full  of  infamy  and  injuftice, 
and  to  think  they  could  not  refcue 
too  fpetdily  the  reputation  of  the 
country  from  the  difgraceful  im- 
putations under  which  it  lay. 
Abjed  thefts,  atrocious  rapine, 
and  every  fpecies  of  uncivilized 
barbarity. 
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barbarity,  had  been  charged,  in 
the  face  of  all  Europe,  on  Britifh 
commanders.  From  that  houfe 
all  Europe  would  expe£l  the  moll 
decifive  proofs,  that  Great  Britain 
neither  felt  the  inclination,  nor 
had  fo  far  forgot  her  ancient  cha- 
rafter,  as  to  countenance  the  com- 
miflion  of  injuftice;  but  was  al- 
ways prepared  and  willing  to  liften 
to  the  complaints  of  the  injured, 
to  punifh  the  authors  of  violence, 
and  to  redrcfs  the  wrongs  committed 
in  her  name. 

But  the  policy,  not  lefs  than 
the  juflice  of  the  nation,  was 
concerned  in  promoting  the  molt 
fpeedy  and  eftedtual  enquiry.  In 
the  arduous  conflidl  in  which  we 
v/ere  committed,  deflitute  of  alli- 
ances, and  confcious  of  the  in- 
feriority of  our  force  to  that  of 
the  enemies  combined  againll  us, 
we  fhould  be  cautious  to  the  laft 
degree  of  venturing  upon  mea- 
furei,  which  might  induce  the 
neutral  ftaies  not  barely  to  regard 
our  ftruggles  with  indifference, 
but  to  rejoice  in  the  deltruftion 
they  may  think  we  have  fo  juftly 
merited.  It  was  a  millakcn  opi- 
nion, that  ftates  and  cabinets 
were  mere  machines,  moved  only 
by  intcreft.  Compofed  of  men, 
they  felt  as  men ;  were  adluated 
by  the  fame  fympathies  and  paf- 
fions,  and  naturally  inclined  to 
rife  up  in  defence  of  the  weak, 
when  not  deterred  by  the  recol- 
leftion  (if  wanton  provocations,  and 
the  lawlefs  ufe  of  former  power. 

Having  made  thefe  obfervations, 
Mr.  Burke  proceeded  to  ftate  the 
fads  on  which  he  wilhed  the  houfe 
to  take  up  the  enquiry.  After  an 
unfuccefsful  attempt  upon  the  ifland 
ot  St.  Vincent,  againll  which  a 
weak  and  infufficient  force  had 
I 


been  employed,  the  Britilh  com- 
manders, in  obedience  to  direftions 
received  from  England,  turned  their 
arms  againll  St.  Euitatius.  This 
illand  was  known  to  be  in  a  Hate 
totally  defencelefs.  A  fmgle  gun, 
of  which  the  friendly,  courteous  ufe, 
was  to  falute  the  Ihips  of  the 
Englifh  and  other  European  powers, 
on  their  arrival  at  this  free  port,  re- 
mained upon  the  walls  of  a  neg- 
lefted,  mouldering  caflle,  in  which 
there  was  a  garrifon  of  twenty- 
feven  foldiers,  and  about  thirty 
other  perfons,  of  various  defcrip- 
tions.  The  armament  employed 
for  the  redudion  of  the  fettlement, 
thus  defended,  and  ignorant  even  of 
the  commencement  of  hollilities  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  confilled  of 
fifteen  fail  of  the  line,  a  propor- 
tionate number  of  frigates,  and  near 
3,000  chofen  troops.  On  this  occa- 
fion,  faid  Mr.  Bitrke,  the  miracle  of 
Jericho  was  needlefs ;  for  at  the 
firft  found  of  the  trumpet,  and  long 
before  the  ramparts  could  have 
fallen,  the  governor  furreudered  the 
ifland  at  difcretion. 

He  next  proceeded  to  invefti- 
gate  the  extent  of  the  power  ac» 
quired  by  conquerors  over  an  ene- 
my furrendering  at  difcreticn.  He 
proved  from  the  authority  of  the 
mod  celebrated  writers  on  the  laws 
of  nations,  that  it  by  no  means 
warranted  the  arbitrary  exercife 
of  any  fpecies  of  rapine  or  cruelty. 
That  difnetion  was  univerfally 
agreed  to  be,  not  arhitrium  cujus 
libet  pra%'!;  but,  equi  boniqtte  'viri. 
He  took  a  view  of  the  hillory  of 
that  branch  of  laws,  and  of  the 
contemporary  concurrent  pradlice 
of  the  moll  civilized  nations; 
(hewing,  that  the  feelings  of  man- 
kind had  at  all  times  gone  beyond 
the  theories  of  jurifprudcnce,  in 
mitigating 
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mitigating  the  calamities  of  war; 
and  arguing  from  thence  the  ne- 
ceifity  of  interpreting  the  maxims 
of  law,  even  in  the  prefent  im- 
proved ftatc  of  that  code,  in  the 
iTioO:  Ji'iild  and  favourable  fenfe. 
H^  therefore  contended,  that  from 
the  moment  of  fubmiOion,  the  van- 
quifhed  parties  were  entitled  to 
the  fecuriiy  of  fubjefts;  that 
where  hoftilities  end,  there  pro- 
tedlion  begins;  and  that  though 
the  inhabitants  of  St.  Euflatius 
were  not  abfolutely  claimants  of  a 
privileged  proteftion,  yet  they 
ihould  have  found,  in  the  equity 
and  compaflion  of  the  conquerors, 
a  fhelter  from  all  violence  and  de- 
predation. 

Having  eftablin-ied  and  eluci- 
flated  this  general  doftrine,  Mr. 
Burke  entered  into  a  detail  of  the 
enormities  charged  on  the  con- 
querors of  St.  Euftatius.  As  foon 
as  they  had  got  pofreffion  of  the 
fettlement,  a  general  coniifcation  of 
property  took  place ;  every  vvare- 
houfe  was  locked  up ;  every  inha- 
bitant was  compelled  to  give  in  an 
account  of  his  pjate,  jewels,  and 
ready  money;  even  the  r.eceilary 
fupply  of  provifions  was  flopped; 
and  in  this  general  order  no_  dif- 
tinftion  was  made  between  friends 
or  foes ;  no  rank,  fex,  or  age  was 
fpared ;  and  finally,  to  prevent  the 
poiTibility  of  difcriminating  their 
property,  and  to  impede  any  fu- 
ture attempts  for  the  recovery  of 
its  value,  the  books  of  all  the  mer- 
chants vvere  feized,  and  their  wares 
and  goods  thrown  into  one  common 
mais. 

The  next  meafure  was  a  general 
prcfcription  of  the  inhabitants 
themfelves,  by  which  they  were 
obliged,  all  without  exception, 
E::gliih,     Dutch,     Jews,    French, 


and  Americans,  to  quit  the  iiland. 
This  order  was  executed  without 
mercy;  the  miferable  exiles  un- 
derwent a  ftria  fearch  before  their 
departure;  and  the  cloaths  of 
fome  of  tiiem  were  ripped  open, 
in  order  to  come  at  a  few  pieces  of 
money  Vs'hich  they  had  concealed 
as  the  only  means  of  prefent  fub- 
fifience. 

The     confifcation    of    property 
being     determined     on,    and     the 
inhabitants    removed,   the    fale  of 
their  goods  followed    next   in    or- 
der.    A   proclamation   was   ifTued, 
offering  free  ingrefs  and  regrefs  to 
every  purchafer;  fecurity  that  his 
money    flioald  not   be  taken  from 
him ;  arid  full  permiff.on  lo  tranf- 
port  to  any  place  he  chofe,  what- 
ever merchandife    he    fnould   pur- 
caafe.       Seventeen     vefTels,     prin- 
cipally   French,   v/ere  accordingly 
freighted   with    ftores,    and    other 
articles,   purchafed  f.fty   per  cent, 
under  the  intrinfic  value,    for   the 
fervice  of  our  enemies ;    and   left 
they  fliould  become  captures  to  the 
Britifh  privateers,  which  were  ho- 
vering round  the  ifland,  and  wait- 
ing for  the  return  of  the  purchafers, 
they  failed  under  the  convoy  of  an 
Engliili  Ihip  of  war. 

Three  months  were  fpent  by 
the  Briiifh  commanders  in  dif- 
poling  of  and  fecuring  the  plunder 
of  St.  Euftatius;  the  confequencefS 
of  this  conduce,  v.'ith  refpeft  to 
the  events  of  the  campaign,  both 
in  the  Weft- Indies  and  America, 
were  next  adverted  to  by  Mr. 
Burke.  The  fleet  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sir  George  Rodney, 
even  after  the  departure  of  Com- 
modore Hotham,  (who  had  failed 
with  a  fmall  fquadron  to  convoy  a 
part  of  the  treafure  found  in  St. 
Euftatius    to    England)    amounted 
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to  2»  fail  of  the  line.  The  whole 
French  force,  previous  to  the  ar. 
rival  of  Monf.  de  GrafTe,  cqn- 
fifted  only  of  eight  fliips  of  the 
line,  and  one  fifty.  This  favour- 
able opportuniiy  of  recovering 
feme  of  our  former  pOiTeflions,  or 
attacking  thofe  of  the  enemy, 
was  entirely  neglefled ;  the  whole 
fleet,  and  near  3,000  clicfcn 
troops,  being  kept  upwards  of 
two  months  in  a  Itate  of  total  in- 
^ftion,  for  the  important  fcrvice 
of  protefling  the  falcs  of  St.  Eu- 
ftatius.  The  ,  fecond  misfortune, 
that  had  fprung  from  the  fame  dif- 
gracefal  caufc,  was  the  weaknefs 
of  the  detachment  fent  under  the 
comrnand  of  Sir  Samuel  Hood, 
to  prevent  the  jundlion  of  the 
French  fleet  in  the  Weft-Indies, 
and  tliat  which  arrived  with  De 
Grafle  from  Europe,  Three  fail 
of  the  line  were  detained  by  the 
commanders,  for  the  fame  lauda- 
ble purpofe  of  fecuring  the  plunder 
of  St.  Euftatiusj  and  this  fepa- 
ration  of  our  naval  force,  in  all 
human  probability,  brought  on 
the  whole  train  of  calamitous 
events  which  followed  ;  the  junc- 
tion of  the  French  fleets;  the  lofs 
of  Tobago;  and  finally,  the 
dreadful  difafter  in  the  Chefa- 
peak. 

Having  ftated  thcfe  charges, 
Mr.  Burke  declared  himfelf  ready 
to  fupport  them  by  evidence  at  the 
bar.  He  trulled  the  two  honour- 
able commanders,  would  feel  their 
hpnour  too  deeply  concerned,  not 
to  wifbf  to  vindicate  tfieir  conduct 
in  the  fullpft  and  moll  open  man- 
ner; that  the  houfe  would  feel 
for  the  credit  and  charader  of  the 
nation,  which  had  fuftered  in  tlie 
opinion  of  all  Europe  ;  and  that 
as  to   himfelf,  the  magnitude  and 
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enormity  of  the  charge,  the  wealth 
and  power  of  the  accufed,  the 
wretclied  and  deplo'-able  condition 
of  many  of  the  unhappy  fuflerers, 
whofe  caufe  he  had  undertaken  to 
fupport,  would  flicker  him  from 
that  odium  which  was  generally 
attached  to  the  charafter  of  an 
accufer. 

In  anfwer  to  this  weighty  and 
pointed  charge.  Sir  George  Rod- 
ney, after  a  virulent  jnve<Stive 
agalnil:  the  Dutch,  declared,  that 
their  perfidious  attachment  to  the 
enemies  of  Great-Britain,  had  de^ 
termincd  him  to  adopt  the  line  of 
condud;  he  had  puHued,  in  the 
capture  of  St.  Euftatius ;  and 
that,  in  his  opinion,  it  fully  jalU- 
fied  the  entire  confifcation  of  the 
property  found  on  the  iiland.  He 
could  not  have  been  adtuatcd  by 
any  mercenary  views  in  this  de- 
terroinaiion,  as  he  had  avowedly 
made  the  feizure  for  the  fole  and 
excluflve  benefit  of  the  crown ; 
and  had  not  received  intelligence, 
till  long  after  the  confifcation,  of 
his  majefly's  gracious  intentions 
of  relinquiihing  his  right  in  fa- 
vour of  the  fleet  and  army,  to 
whom  the  ifland  had  furrendcred. 
V/ith  refpedl  to  the  outrages  that 
were  alledged  to  have  been  com- 
mitted, or  any  wanton  and  lawlefs 
e.xercife  of  pov.'er,  he  aflcrted,  tiiac 
as  far  as  the  accufation  related  to 
himfelf,  it  was  abfulutely  ground- 
lefs.  He  furciier  declared,  that 
if  any  aft  of  inhumanity  had  been 
committed,  it  had  never  reached 
his  ears.  On  the  contrary,  pro- 
tedHon  and  aflillance  were  liberally 
extended  to  all  who  flood  in  need 
of  them. 

In  regard  to  the  charge  of 
having  fufl'ered  flores  and  prnvi- 
fioiis   to  be  purchafcd  for  the  fer- 
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vice  of  the  enemy,  and  tranfported 
to  the  iflands  in  their  pofleffion, 
he  declared  that  the  very  reverie 
was  the  truth  ;  that  he  had  given 
the  ftridlell  orders  none  of  them 
Ihould  be  lold,  but  al!  fcnt  to  his 
majelly's  yard  at  Antigua.  So 
fcrupuloufly  exaifl  had  he  been  in 
this  refped,  that  he  had  not  only 
examined  himfelf  the  clearance  of 
every  fhip  that  went  out  of  the 
port,  but  caufed  them  to  anchor 
under  his  ftern,  where  they  were 
ilriftly  examined  by  commiffioned 
officers  of  the  navy. 

As  to  the  afperfions  thrown  on 
his  military  charafter,  for  re- 
maining three  months  inactive  at 
St.  Euftatius,  and  detaching  an 
inadequate  force  to  prevent  the 
jundion  of  the  French  fleets,  he 
remarked,  that  matters  of  the  ut- 
moil:  importance  had  made  his 
prefence  there,  for  fome  time,  ab- 
iblutely  neceffary.  That  during 
that  period  he  had  planned  two 
expeditions,  one  again  ft  Curacoa, 
the  other  againft  Surinam ;  and 
was  on  the  point  of  putting  them 
into  execution,  when  he  received 
intelligence  of  the  approach  of 
Monf.  de  Graffe.  That  this  in- 
telligence reported  the  French 
fleet  to  confiit  of  no  more  than 
12  fail  of  the  line;  and  that,  con- 
iequently  he  had  thought  Sir 
Samuel  Kood  a  fufiicient  match 
icT  them  with  15.  That  as  foon 
as  he  heard  of  the  failure  of  Sir 
Samuel  Hood,  he  had  put  to  fea 
v.ith  t!ie  fnips  remaining  at  St. 
Euftatius,  and  failed  to  join  the 
fleet ;  that  he  had  put  St.  Lucia 
into  fuch  a  poflure  of  defence,  as 
had  preferved  that  illand  frcm  the 
i'ubfequent  attack  of  the    French 


and  that  he  ftiould  doubtlefs  have 
intercepted  M.  de  Grafle  him- 
felf, had  not  his  defigns  been 
traitoroufly  difcovered  to  the 
enemy. 

The  lofs  of  Tobago,  and  the 
unfortunate  conclufion  of  the 
campaign  in  the  Chefapeak,  were,  • 
he  faid,  laid  to  his  charge  with 
equal  injullice.  With  refpedl  to 
the  former,  the  tranfacVions  re- 
lating to  it  being  already  in  the 
pofTeffion  of  the  public,  and  no 
new  matter  adduced  by  the  ad- 
miral, it  is  unneceffary  for  us  to 
repeat  them  ;  as  to  the  latter,  be- 
fides  the  arguments  in  vindi- 
cation of  his  condudl,  which  have 
been  ftated  in  our  laft  volume  *, 
he  affured  the  houfe  that  he  had 
difpatched  an  account  of  the  de- 
figns of  the  French  to  the  com- 
mander in  chief  at  Jamaica,  re- 
queuing him  to  lofe  no  time  in 
fending  whatever  Ihips  he  could 
poffibly  fpare  to  reinforce  the  ad- 
miral on  the  coall  of  America. 

This  was  the  fum  of  the  defence 
fet  up  by  Sir  George  Rodney ; 
he  was  followed  by  Major  General 
Vaughan,  who  went  nearly  over 
the  fame  ground,  denying  in  the 
moft  folem.n  manner,  his  having 
had  any  fhare  or  concern  in  the 
depredation  and  outrages  alledged 
to  have  been  committed.  He  le- 
fufed  to  account  for  his  conduft  to 
an  individual,  but  declared  him- 
felf ready  to  enter  into  the  fuUell 
invelligation  of  it  before  the 
houfe,  if  they  (hould  think  fit  to 
call  for  it ;  and  in  proof  of  the 
falfity  of  one  of  the  charges,  he 
read  an  addrefs  he  had  received 
from  the  warden  and  rulers  of 
the    Jews,    exprefling    the    fuUelt 


*  Chap.  VI.  p,   117, 
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feiife  of  the  obligations  they  owed 
him  for  his  prptctlion. 

Iffae  being  thus  joined  by  the 
two  parties,  the  motion  for  a 
Committee  of  Enquiry  was  ftrong- 
ly  fuppoited  by  Lord  John  Ca- 
vendilli.  General  Conway,  Mr. 
Fox,  Mr.  Barre,  and  Mr.  She- 
ridan. It  was  oppofed  by  Lord 
G.  Germaine,  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate of  Scotland,  the  Secretary  at 
War,  and  Lord  North.  The  two 
Lift  objeded  principally  to  that 
part  of  the  motion,  which  tended 
to  prejudicate  and  afieifl  the  claims 
under  litigation  in  the  courts  be- 
low ;  declaring  their  readinefs  to 
confent  to  the  fiUleft  inveftigation 
of  the  remaining  charges ;  the 
Lord  Advocate  objefted  to  the 
whole,  for  want  of  a  fpecific  ac- 
cufation,  and  becaufe,  he  fiid, 
the  allegations  were  too  indeter- 
minate to  be  the  ground  of  a  par- 
liamentary  enquiry. 

The  motion  being  at  length 
amended,  fo  as  to  exxept  "  all 
"  wares  and  merchandife  claimed 
"  in  the  courts  in  Weftminfter- 
•*  Hall,"  on  a  divifion,  there  ap- 
peared for  the  queftion,  89 ;  againft 
it,  163. 

yv  ,  ,  The  Earl  of  Lilburne 
*  ^  ■  having  moved,  "  that 
"  ico,coo  feamen  be  granted  for 
*'  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year," 
an  amendment  was  offered  by 
Mr.  Hufley,  to  fubftitute  iio,oco, 
inllead  of  the  number  propofed. 
This  amendment,  though  evidently 
calculated  to  ftrengthen  the  hands 
of  government,  yet  coming  from 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  houfe,  occa- 
fioned at  firil;  fome  hefitation  amonglt 
the  members  in  admlnillration,  and 
afterwards  produced  a  long  and 
warm  debate. 

Jn  fupport  of  the  original  mo- 


tion, it  was  urged,  that  the  num- 
ber therein  fpecified,  exceeded 
by  10,000  the  number  voted  lali 
year  ;  and  that,  owing  to  the  great 
lofles  we  had  fuftained,  the  fhips 
of  the  line  now  in  commifllon  were 
fix  fewer  than  they  were  before. 
That  indeed  14  fail,  at  leaft, 
were  expeded  to  be  ready  in  the 
courfe  of  the  year ;  but  that  as 
99,845  men  had  adually  been  em- 
ployed laft  year,  though  90,000 
only  were  voted ;  fo  in  the  pre- 
fcnc  cafe,  the  board  of  admiralty 
Ibould  not  think  itfelf  bound  to 
limit  the  fervice  to  the  number 
granted,  but  (hould  doubdefs  make 
every  pofiible  exertion  to  increafe 
the  naval  ftrength  of  the  empire  to 
the  utmoft. 

This  alarming  account,  given 
by  government  itfelf,  of  the  de- 
creafing  ftate  of  the  navy,  was  re- 
ceived with  great  indignation  by 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  houi'e. 
Admlnillration  was  accufed  of  aa 
improper  and  dangerous  predi- 
ledion  for  the  army.  To  tr.is 
caufe  the  feeble  condition  of  the 
fleet  was  attributed  j  and  it  was 
therefore  urged  as  one  of  the  moit 
powerful  arguments  to  induce 
parliament  to  impound  (as  the 
member  who  moved  the  amend- 
ment aptly  expreiled  himfelf) 
520,000/.  of  the  public  money, 
the  value  of  the  additional  num- 
ber of  feamen  propofed,  for  the 
fole  and  exclufive  fervice  of  the 
navy. 

In  corroboration  of  this  charge, 
feveral  members  averred  from  their 
own  knowledge,  that  the  admi- 
ralty had  not  only  negleded  to 
employ  the  public  docks  in  build- 
ing to  the  extent  of  which  they 
were  capable,  but  that  they  \\:ii. 
rcfufcd  the  oifcrs  of  feveral  pri- 
vate 
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vate  builders.  That  there  were 
four  yards  in  the  river  Thames, 
each  capable  of  building  four  fail 
of  the  line ;  and  that  the  out- 
ports  could  furnifh  as  many  riiore ; 
all  of  which  there  could  be  no 
doubt  might  have  been  engaged 
for  the  fervice  of  government. 
The  want  of  money  was  the  only 
plea  that  could  be  alledged  in  ex- 
cufe  for  this  condud ;  and  if  they 
refufed  the  fupply  now  offered 
them,  the  public  would  juftly  at- 
tribute it  to  fonie  dark  and  fmider 
caule. 

To  thefe  arguments  it  was  re- 
plied, that  it  being  allowed  on 
both  fides,  that  the  amendment 
propofed  could  not  add  to  or 
take  away  from  the  navy  a  fingle 
feaman,  the  queftion  was  reduced 
to  a  mere  point  of  finance.  The 
committee  was  called  on  to  vote 
the  firil:  branch  of  the  fupplies, 
the  fapply  of  the  navy,  which 
had  always,  and  very  defervedly, 
been  the  favourite  fervice  of  the 
nation.  In  this  cafe,  the  cuflom 
in  the  lafl  war,  and  the  cuftom  in 
the  prefent,  had  invariably  been  to 
vote  a  fpeciiic  number  cf  feamen  ; 
but  this  number  had  always  been 
m'jch  lefs  than  the  number  knovv^n 
to  be  aftually  employed.  During 
the  laft  war,  the  voce  of  fupply 
had  never  exceeded  70,000,  and 
yet  the  number  employed  had 
amounted  from  82,000  to  86,oco 
men.  This  had  been  the  conltant 
pradlice  of  parliament;  and  it 
was  certainly  much  lefs  necefTary 
to  increafe  the  number  fpecified 
in  the  prefent  vote,  fmce,  it  by 
fome  thcufands,  exceeds  the  com- 
plem.ent  requifite  to  man  the  pre- 
fcRt  lift  of  the  navy.  Befides, 
was  it  neceifary  or  expedient,  at 
this  early  ftage  of  the   fupply*  to 
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impound  500,000/,?  Other  fer- 
vices  remained  to  be  provided  for  j 
and  though  (notwichflanding  the 
innnuations  that  had  been  throwri 
out)  no  perfons  were  more  ready 
to  allow,  than  his  majefty's  prefent 
fcrvants,  that  the  navy  ought  to 
have  the  preference,  yet  gentlemen 
would  coRiider  that  every  other 
fervice  iliould  not  be  facrificed  to 
the  name  of  a  navy;  the  amend- 
ment propofed  obvioufiy  going  no' 
further. 

As  to  the  charge  of  neglefl  of 
duty  in  the  board  of  admiralty^ 
it  was  either  generally  denied  by 
the  members  in  the  houfe,  who 
belonged  to  that  department,  or 
the  blame,  if  any  exifted,  throvvii 
on  the  navy  office;  but  thougk 
the  inftances  had  been  particularly 
fpecified,  none  of  them  v.'Crc  con- 
troverted, except  in  the  cafe  of  a 
Mr.  Wells,  whofe  propofals  for 
building  {hips  for  the  fervice  of 
government  had  been  rejefted,  on 
account  of  their  extravagance.  At 
length  the  amendment  was  rejefted, 
on  a  divifion  ;  there  being  ayes,  77  5 
noes,  143. 

On    the    dav    ap-       t.  l 

■  ^  J  r  •'      X         I^ec.  I2thi 

pointed  for  voung  the 

army  fupplies,  (the  queftion  al- 
luded to  by  the  Lord  Advocate  of 
Scotland,  when,  he  faid,  miniliers 
would  be  under  the  neceffity  of 
coming  to  ibme  explicit  declar- 
ation, with  refpefl  to  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  Am.erican  war)  the 
houfe  was  early  and  uncommonly 
crowded.  The  difticulty  with 
which  it  was  forefeen-  the  miniflef 
would  be  brought  to  difclofe  the 
intentions  of  governm.ent,  and  ths 
dexterity  he  had  already  fhewn  in 
evading  the  quefbons  with  which 
he  had  been  prefTed  on  that  fub- 
jeft,    induced    the    oppoficion    to 
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bring  forward  a  mction,  whichi 
though  it  would  fail  in  ics  in- 
tended effedi,  of  forcing  from  him 
any  binding  declaration,  might  at 
leall  ferve  to  difcover  the  number 
of  thofe  in  the  houfe,  who,  with- 
out refpedl  to  their  general  poli- 
tical fentiments  agreed  in  opi- 
nion with  them  upon  the  profe- 
cution  of  the  war. 

As  the  objeft  of  this  meafure 
was  to  form  a  coalition  from  all 
parties,  for  the  fole  purpofe  of 
obliging  the  crown  to  put  an  end 
to  an  attempt  at  once  ruinous  and 
imprafticable,  the  motion  was 
drawn  \vithout  any  criminatory 
retrofpedt,  in  terms  the  moft  cool 
and  temperate.  It  was,  «<  to  de- 
**  clare,  that  the  war  carried  on 
•'  in  the  colonies  and  plantations 
•*  of  North  America,  had  been 
"  ineffeftual  to  the  purpofes  for 
"  which  it  had  been  undertaken, 
"  of  affording  proteftion  to  his 
"  majefty's  loyal  fabjeds  there, 
**  and  of  defeating  the  hoitile  in- 
"  tentions  of  our  confederated 
**  enemies." — And  fecondly, 

"  That  it  was  the  opinion  of 
"  the  houfe,  that  all  farther  at- 
•*  tempts  to  reduce  the  Americans 
*'  to  obedience  by  force,  would  be 
*'  ineftedual,  and  injurious  to  the 
"  true  interefls  of  this  country,  by 
"  weakening  her  powers  to  refiH 
"  her  ancient  and  confederated 
"  enemies." 

The  motion  was  made  by  Sir 
James  Lowther,  and-feconded  by 
iMr.  Powis,  in  a  long  and  eloquent 
fpecch,  in  which  the  various  to- 
pics that  had  been  urged  in  the 
repeated  difcufiions  this  matter  had 
undergone,  were  placed  in  many 
new  and  rtriking  points  of  vie\v. 
As  foon  as  he  fat  down,  L'ord 
North   aiofe,    imagining,   he   laid, 


that  the  houfe  were  in  immediate 
expeftation  of  hearing  his  opi- 
nion, and  fenJible  that  the  fooner 
it  was  given,  they  would  be  able 
with  the  greater  facility  and  pre- 
cifion  to  form  a  proper  judgment 
on  the  two  proportions  that  had 
been  offered  to  their  confider- 
ation. 

To  the  motions,  he  faid,  he 
had  great  and  weighty  objedions, 
but  before  he  flated  them  to  the 
houfe,  he  felt  himfclf  bound, 
efpecially  after  what  had  pafled  oa 
another  occafion,  to  fpeak  much 
more  explicitly  than  what  was  his 
ufual  cuftom,  and  indeed,  than 
was  wife  and  politic  for  a  man  in 
a  high  and  refponfible  office  to  do, 
concerning  the  future  mode  of 
profecuting  the  war.  He  then 
declared,  that  his  majefty's  fer- 
vants  had  come  to  a  determination, 
that  the  mode  of  profecuting 
hcftilities  internally  on  the  con- 
tinent of  America  ihould  na 
longer  be  followed  ;  but  that  the 
form  of  the  war  fnould  URderf>-o  a 
total  change.  This  declaration, 
he  faid,  he  fhould  not  have  thought 
himfelf  warranted  in  duty  to  make, 
had  not  the  cllimates  of  the  armv, 
then  on  the  table,  declared  nearly 
as  much.  By  thofe  eltiinatcs  the 
houfe  would  fee,  that  government 
had  not  provided  itfelf  with  the 
means  of  carrying  on  the  war  in 
the  manner  it  had  hitherto  been 
condufted ;  and  therefore,  the 
houfe  could  not  require  a  furer 
pledge  of  the  future  intentions  of 
adminiflration 

Having  made  this  declaration, 
his  lordihip  Hated  tiie  objections 
to  which  he  conceived  the  motion 
before  the  houfe  was  liable.  He 
infilled  on  its  impolicy,  as  it 
jointed    out   to   the   enemy    what 
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was  to  be  the  future  f)  ftcm  of  the 
war,  and  coniequently  diredlcd 
theiii  where  to  prepare  for  defence, 
cr  to  plan  their  attacks,  with  the 
greateil  advantage.  He  objecled 
to  the  loofe  and  general  terms  in 
which  it  was  exprefled;  a  cir- 
cumltance,  which  he  thought  alone 
fufficient  to  induce  the  houfe  to 
rejedl  it.  It  called  on  them  to 
refolve  againft  all  future  attempts 
to  reduce  the  Americans  by  force. 
Were  the  motion  to  pafs,  though 
the  American  privateers  fhould 
infult  our  coafts,  or  cut  our  mer- 
chantmen out  of  harbour,  no 
Englifn  officer  would  venture  to 
attack  or  oppofe  them.  Was 
New-York  and  its  dependencies, 
was  Charles-Town  and  Halifax 
to  be  evacuated  'i  Defended  they 
could  not  be,  if  the  motion  fhould 
pafs ;  at  leaft,  added  the  noble 
lord,  if  /  had  broaght  forward 
fuch  a  motion,  and  given  it  a  Icfs 
extenfive  explanation,  I  fhould 
have  been  accufed,  without  mer- 
cy, of  fhufflirigs,  twillings,  and 
evafions,  in  order  to  delude  the 
houfe.  Was  it  intended  then 
that  we  fhould  withdraw  our  ar- 
mies and  our  fhips,  give  up  to 
them  all  our  ports,  open  to  them 
all  the  feas,  and  fuller  them  to 
give  what  afiiftance  they  pleafed 
JO  the  ancient  enemies  of  this 
country  ?  Was  it  not  known  they 
were  bound  by  treaty  to  aid  the 
French  and  Spaniards  in  the  con- 
quell  of  the  Weil-India  iflands  ? 
iXnd  could  it  be  doubted,  that 
this  would  be  the  firft  eft'edl  of  our 
totally  abandoning  the  war  in 
America  ?  If  it  was  imagined  that 
iuch  a  proceeding  might  facilitate 
the  return  of  peace,  he  mull  again 
beg  leave  to  be  of  a  totally  different 
opiiiion.      He  could  not  conceive^, 


that  the  moft  effe<5lual  way  tfl 
render  an  adverfary  tractable,  ■ajid 
make  him  reafonable  with  refpe£t 
to  terms  of  peace,  would  be  to 
declare  we  would  fight  him  no 
more. 

Thefe  were  the  principal  ob- 
jeflions  made  by  Lord  North,  in 
which  he  was  fupported  by  Mr. 
Welbore  Ellis,  and  Lord  George 
Germaine.  The  latter  havinsr 
declared,  that  he  regarded  the 
motion  as  amounting  to  a  refo- 
lution  to  abandon  the  American 
war  altogether,  faid,  he  Ihould 
make  no  fcruple  in  alTuring  the 
houfe,  that  if  parliament  acceded 
to  it,  he  fhould  immediately  re- 
tire ;  for  be  the  confequence 
what  it  might,  he  would  not  hold 
his  place  on  the  condition  of  fign-* 
ing  any  inilrument  tending  to 
eflablilli  the  independence  of  Ame- 
rica. Several  of  the  country  gen- 
tlemen declared  themfelves  fatis- 
ficd  with  the  afTurances  given  by 
miniflers,  confidering  them  as 
tantamount  to  the  proportions  be- 
fore the  houfe,  unlefs  thofe  pro- 
pofnions  were  defigned  to  go  a 
length  which  they  thought  nei- 
ther conftitational,  prudent,  fafe, 
nor  honourable. 

In  fopport  of  the  queftion.  it 
was  contended,  that  the  firft  ob- 
jedlion  Hated  by  the  noble  lord,- 
fcarcely  deferved  a  ferious  anfwer. 
That  to  fuppofe  a  refoUition  to^ 
abandon  the  American  war,  would 
in  any  degree  ditcover  to  the  ene- 
my againft  what  paft  of  their 
extenfive  dominions,  valnerable  in 
a  thoufand  places,  the  next  blow 
would  be  aimed,  was  abfurd  and 
ridiculous.  It  would  rather  tend 
to  produce  a  contrary  effeft;  at 
prefent,  they  were  fure  of  meeting 
us,  and  that  to  the  greateft  advan- 
tage. 
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t^ge,  on  the  continent  of  North 
America :  whereas  the  meafure 
now  recommended,  by  fetting  our 
a -ms  at  perfeft  liberty,  would  in- 
creafe,  the  apprehenfions,  embar- 
rafs  the  councils,  and  diftraci  the 
operations  of  the  enemy. 

The  objedion  drawn  from  the 
latitude  of  the  terms  in  which  the 
motion  was  exprefled,  was  faid  to 
be  equally  ill-founded.  The  moil 
general  terms  had  been  adopted, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  -houfe,  as 
much  as  poffible,  from  interfering 
with  the  executive  branch  of  go- 
vernment. It  was  the  c^'<.v7  of  the 
war  government  was  called  on  to 
relinquifh.  Jt  was  all  further  at- 
tempts to  reduce  the  colonies  to 
obedience  by  force,  that  parlia- 
ment was  delired  to  reprobate. 
The  general  condudl  of  the  war 
againit  Spain,  Holland,  and 
Prance,  united  with  America, 
was  flill  left  where  the  confli- 
tution  had  placed  it,  in  the  hands 
of  the  king  ;  and  it  was  only 
defigned  to  convey  to  the  crown 
the  opinion  that  houfe  entertained 
of  the  fatal  effects  of  continuing 
to  profecute  the  American  contell 
as  one  of  the  primary  objects  of 
the  war. 

As  to  the  effed  w.iich  the  mea- 
fure propofed  would  have  in  acce- 
lerating or  retarding  an  honourable 
accommodation,  it  was  argued, 
that  the^  particular  (ituaiion  in 
which  the  coloniiis  Hood,  made  it 
necefTary  for  them  to  avuid,  in 
common  prudence,  the  danger  of 
exciting  the  jealoufy  of  tlieir 
allies,  by  maldng  to  Great  Britain 
the  firft  overtures  of  reconciliation. 
That  the  firll  advances  towards  it 
muft  therefore  be  made  by  us ; 
and  that  nothing  would  fo  effec- 
tually engage  America  to  meet  us. 
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as  freeing  her  from  all  apprehen- 
fions for  her  own  fecurity. 

With  refpeft  co  the  afTurances 
given  by  miniflers,  which  appeared 
to  have  fo  much  weight  with  fe- 
veral  members  of  the  houfe,  it 
was  afked  to  what  they  amounted, 
even  if  they  could  be  depended  on, 
fuch  as  they  were  ? — It  had  been 
faid,  that  the  mode  of  the  war 
was  to  be  totally  changed ;  that  it 
was  not  to  be  conduced  on  the 
fame  plan  and  on  the  fame  fcale 
as  before. 

A  war  then  it  was  obvious  there 
was  flill  to  be ;  and  Gen.  Bur- 
goyne  faid  he  was  ready,  as  a  pro- 
fefiional  man.  to  join  ifTue  with 
thole,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
houfe,  on  this  fingle  point,  whe- 
ther the  language  of  the  miniilers, 
coupled  with  their  avowed  inten- 
tion of  keeping  New- York  and 
other  pofls  on  the  continent  of 
America,  did  not  evince  an  ob- 
flinace  adherence  in  the  king's 
councils  to  oftenfive  war.  The 
great,  if  not  the  only  purpofe,  of 
keeping  places  of  arras  upon  an 
enemy's  coafl,  and  efpecialty  up- 
on a  continent,  muft,  he  faid,  be 
for  ofFenfive  operations.  But  even 
if  the  confequence  fhould  not  be 
granted,  the  maintenance  of  pofts 
upon  any  other  principle  would 
prove,  not  only  a  moft  improvident 
and  prepofterous  mode  of  war^ 
but  equally  ruinous  with  the 
prefent. 

At  two  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  houfe  divided  on  the 
qiielHon  for  the  order  of  the  day, 
when  there  appearing  ayes,  220; 
noes,  179  ;  the  original  queftion 
was  confequently  loft. 

The  number  of  thofe  who  had 
ufually  fupported  the  minifter, 
but  who  voted  agalnft  him  on  the 

[  A'  ]  prefent 
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prefent  occafioti,  were  fappofed 
to  have  amounted  nearly  to  20. 
Though  this  defedion  was  not  in 
itfelf  of  fuflicient  magnitude  to  be 
attended  with  any  immediate  bad 
effeft  to  the  exiftence  of  admi- 
niftration,  yet  other  fymptoms  ap- 
peared, which  fecmed  to  threaten 
it  with  the  moll  fatal  confequences. 
The  total  want  of  union  and  con- 
cert in  the  cabinet,  the  great  di- 
verfity  of  opinion  which  prevail- 
ed amongft  the  fervants  of  the 
crown,  and  which  they  were  no 
longer  able  to  conceal,  occafion- 
ed,  amongil  all  defcriptions  of 
people,  a  very  juft  and  univerfal 
alarm.  Thofe  who  had  hitherto 
acl;ed  with  government  from  a 
coincidence  of  opinion,  either 
found  themfelves  at  a  lofs  where 
to  fix  in  the  general  wreck  of 
principle,  or  chofe  rather  to  ri/k 
a  change  of  fyftem,  than  expofe 
the  couiitry  to  the  inevitable  ruin 
which  mLii  have  followed  the  di- 
vided and  fluctuating  ftate  of  its 
councils.  Others,  who  looked 
only  at  the  fortune  of  miniixers, 
forefaw  with  great  quicknefs  the 
weaknefs  thefe  divilions  would 
iieceffarily  occafion,  and  the  dan- 
gerous advantage  this  would  give 
to  adive  and  powerful  opponents. 
But  what  feems  to  have  principally 
contributed  to  deilroy  that  im- 
plicit confidence,  which  the  houfe 
had  been  in  the  habit  for  fo  long 
a  courfe  of  years  of  repofing  in  the 
xninilUr,  was  the  doubtful  and 
undecided  manner  in  which  he 
was,  perhaps,  under  the  neceffity 
of  expreffing  himfelf,  upon  the 
important  queftions  now  under 
difcuflion.  The  minds  of  men 
being  by  this  means,  as  it  were, 
fet  afloat,  every  one  was  in  fome 
fort  obliged  to  think  for  himfelf  j 


and  the  great  advantage  attending 
llrong  and  decided  meiifures  was 
loft,  which  impofe  on  the  fenfe 
of  mankind,  and  often  gain  fup- 
port  and  applaufe  without  exa- 
mination. 

It  was  alfo  remarked  in  this  de- 
bate, that  the  members  who,  tho' 
joined  to  the  great  body  of  the 
Whigs,  were  fappofed  to  aft  more 
immediately  in  concurrence  with 
the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  expreffed 
themfelves  upon  the  fubject  of  the 
continuance  of  the  war  in  America 
with  great  caution  and  referve«^ 
The  queftion  of  independence  hav- 
ing alfo  unavoidably  rifen  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day,  Mr.  Dunning  de- 
clared it  to  be  his  opinion,  that 
the  peribn,  who  Ihould  propofe  an 
avowal  of  it  in  favour  of  America, 
would  be  guilty  of  a  crime  little 
ihort  of  high  treafon. 

The  late  hour,  to  which  the 
debate  on  the  twelfth  had  been 
protrafted,  made  it  neceffary  to 
defer  proceeding  on  the  bufmefs 
of  the  army  eftimates  till  the  fol- 
lowing Friday,  when  y.  , 
the  fubjeclof  the  Ame-  '  ^ 
rican  war  underwent,  for  the  fourth 
time  iince  the  beginning  of  the 
f:frion,  a  long  and  vehement  dif- 
cufTion.  The  arguments,  that  had 
been  made  ufe  of  on  former  oc- 
casions, were  again  chiefly  recur- 
red to  ;  the  infecurity  and  in- 
fufiiciency  of  the  aflhrances  given 
by  miniflers  were  urged,  not  with- 
out a  mixture  of  perfonal  afperity 
and  invedive,  on  the  ground  of 
'  former  delufions,  of  notorious  dif- 
union  in  the  councils,  and  contra- 
diftory  language  amongft  the  mem- 
bers of  adminilh-ation :  on  the  fide 
of  the  latter,  the  debate  was  but 
weakly  fupported ;  and  the  firft 
lord  of  the  treafury,  though  called 
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Cn,  in  a  manner  not  lefs  unufual 
than  unbecoming  to  the  dignity 
of  government,  by  members  pof- 
fefling  high  offices  under  the  crown, 
to  ftate  the  differences  vvliich  fub- 
lided  in  the  cnbinet  to  the  houfe, 
contented  himfelf  with  repeating 
his  former  declarations. 

A  diviflon  again  took  place  on  a 
motion,  that  the  chairman  Ihould 
quit  the  chair,  and  report  a  pro- 
grefs,  which  was  negatived  by  i66 
to  84 ;  after  which,  the  feveral  mo- 
tions made  by  the  fecretary  at  war 
were  carried  without  debate. 

T^  1  Mr.  Burke  gave  no- 

Dec.  17th.     .        ru-    •         .• 

'         tice  or  his  inreutions  to 

move,  foon  after  the  expiration  of 
the  recefs,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  regulate  the  mode  of  ex- 
changing prifoners  with  America. 
The  law  as  it  then  flood,  he  faid, 
was  not  only  unjuft  and  oppreffive 
in  its  principle,  but  liable  to  the 
moft  enormous  abufes.  Its  opera- 
tion, inftead  of  being  direfted  by 
the  nature  of  the  offences  it  was  in- 
tended to  affett,  was  confined  to  dif- 
tinftions  purely  geographical.  Thus 
it  depended,  not  on  the  imputed 
criminality  of  a  prifoner,  but  onrfhe 
place  where  he  was  taken,  or  the 
place  to  which  he  was  conveyed, 
whether  he  Ihould  be  confidered  as 
a  traitor,  a  pirate,  or  a  prifoner  of 
war. 

Amongft  the  abufes,  which  had 
arifen  from  the  exercife  of  the  power 
given  to  government  by  the  adl 
alluded  to,  he  adverted  particularly 
to  the  fituation  of  Mr.  Laurens  and 
Lieut.  Gen.  Burgoyne.  With  re- 
fpedt  to  the  former,  he  reprehended 
with  great  feverity  the  cruelty,  the 
injuftice,  and  the  impolicy  of  the 
treatment  that  dillinguiihed  perfon 
had  met   with.     He  meant  at  the 


proper  time  to  contend,  that  he  was 
entitled  to  his  freedom  on  parole, 
as  a  prifoner  of  war ;  but  whether 
the  houfe  Ihould  coincide  with  him 
in  that  opinion  or  not,  the  unex- 
ampled rigour  and  feverity  of  his 
confinement  admitted  £>{  no  ex- 
cufe.  He  had  called  the  attention 
of  the  houfe  to  this  very  ferious 
bufinefs  at  the  beginning  of  the 
feffion,  and  had  propofed  that  the 
lieutenant  of  the  Tower  Ihould  be 
examined  on  the  fubjedl  at  the  bar 
of  the  h.  ufe.  But  from  fome  ap- 
pearance of  difinclination  in  go- 
vernment to  this  ftep,  and  the  fear 
of  injuring,  by  any  hafty  pro- 
ceeding, the  perfon  whofe  fituation 
he  wilhcd  to  relieve,  and  partly 
from  a  perfuafion  that  minifters 
would  themfelves  be  defirous  of 
preventing  any  further  difcuffion, 
by  redreiiing  the  grievance  com- 
plained of;  he  had  declined  mak- 
ing any  motion  on  the  fubjedl. 

The  cafe  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Bur- 
goyne was  not  lefs  cruel  and  op- 
preffive, his  exchange  having  been 
prevented  by  a  manceuvre,  that 
was  likely  co  doom  him  to  per- 
petual captivity.  A  party  of  the 
Americans  having  been  cut  off  by 
'a  detachment  of  Britilh  troops, 
joined  by  a  large  party  of  Indians, 
the  commander,  in  order  to  fave 
the  lives  of  his  prifoners  from  the 
barbarity  of  iiis  allies,  was  obliged 
to  connive  at  their  efcape,  having 
however  firft  ftipulated  with  one  of 
the  American  generals,  that  the 
men  thus  fuffered  to  efcape  Ihould 
be  accounted  for  in  the  next  ex- 
change. This  ilipulation  Con- 
grefs  had  refufed  to  ratify ;  and 
accordingly,  thefe  men  (wlio  front 
the  name  of  the  poll  where  they 
were  taken,  were  called  Ca/ar  men) 
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though  generally  claimed,  had  al- 
Avays  been  tacitly  allowed  to  be 
fet  afide  in  the  fubfequent  cartels. 
But  when  the  American  com- 
miilioners  had  agreed  to  accept  of 
1040  prifoners  in  exchange  for 
Lieut.  Gen.  Burgoyne,  miniftcrs 
had  for  the  ftrft  time  infilled  on 
their  taking  the  Cedar  men  as  a 
part  of  that  number ;  and  the 
Americans  being  equally  deter- 
mined in  refufing  them,  his  ex- 
change, under  fuch  circumftances, 
became  a  matter  of  abfolute  im- 
poffibility. 

As  a  farther  proof  of  the  partial 
and  opprefiive  condudl  of  govern- 
ment towards  the  lieutenant-ge- 
neral, Mr.  Burke  informed  the 
hcufe  that  he  had  received  a  letter 
from  Dr.  Franklin,  inclofing  a 
'  Tefolution  of  Congrefs,  by  which 
he  was  empowered  to  treat  with 
the  Britifh  miniftry  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  exchanging  General  Bur- 
goyne for  Mr.  Laurens.  This 
negociation  Dr.  Franklin  had  re- 
quefted  Mr.  Burke  to  undertake ; 
and  he  had  accordingly  made  the 
proper  official  applications,  but 
hitherto  without  effedt. 

In  the  converfation  which  after- 
wards took  place  on  this  fubjedl, 
the  charge  of  Mr.  Laurens's  hav- 
ing been  treated  with  any  unufual 
rigour  was  pofitlvely  denied.  In 
proof  of  this  aflertion,  a  letter 
was  read  from  the  lieutenant-go- 
vernor of  the  Tower,  dated  Nov. 
1780,  in  which  he  acquaints  one 
of  the  fecretaries  of  itate,  that  he 
had  waited  on  lAr.  Laurens,  for 
the  exprefs  purpofe  of  fatisfying 
himfelf  with  refpedl  to  the  treat- 
ment   he    received,    and    that   he 


had  learned  from  his  own  mouth, 
that  he  had  met  with  every  civility 
and  kindnefs  that  he  could  pof- 
fibly  hope  for.  A  member  alfo 
got  up  and  declared,  that  the 
lieutenant-governor  had  again  vi- 
fited  his  prifoner,  within  the  lall 
three  days,  and  that  he  had  not 
heard  there  was  the  fmallell  ground 
of  complaint. 

Between  thefe  contradiftory  af- 
fertions,  the  matter  remained  fuf- 
pended  till  the  day  of  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  houfe,  when  Mr. 
Burke  brought  up  a  rtprefeniation 
and  prayer,  addrefled  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  by  Mr.  Laurens 
himfelf,  which  was,  on  a  mo- 
tion, laid  on  the  table.  It  was 
remarkable  that  this  petition  * 
was  written  by  Mr.  Laurens  him- 
felf, with  a  black  -  lead  pencil ; 
he  having,  as  is  fuppofed,  refufed 
to  accept  of  fome  indulgences  that 
had  been  lately  oftered  him,  and 
amongll  the  reft,  that  of  pen  and 
ink,  the  ufe  of  which  had  been, 
during  the  greateft  part  of  his  con- 
finement, llridly  forbidden  him. 

It  may  not  be  improper  in  this 
place  to  add,  that  the  admiffion  of 
Mr.  Laurens  to  bail,  and  the  ex- 
change of  General  Burgoyne,  which 
foon  after  took  place,  together 
with  the  fubfequent  alterations 
in  the  political  government  of  the 
country,  made  it  unneceffary  for 
Mr.  Burke  to  proceed  with  his 
intended  bill  of  regulation. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  the 
ordinary  bufinefs  of  government 
was  fuftered  to  proceed  without  any 
oppofition  till  the  day  p^^  j^ 
appointed    for    paffing  "     -^    * 

the  male  and  land-tax  bills,  when 


*  Infeited  in  our  laft  Volume,  p.  3*2. 


the 
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the  Marquis  of  Rockingham 
moved,  that  the  third  reading  of 
the  bills  fhould  be  deferred  till  the 
finl  VVednefday  after  the  rcccfs. 

He  prefaced  this  motion  by  de- 
claring, that  a  recent  public  ca- 
lamity, the  retreat  of  the  fleet 
under  Admiral  Kempenfcit,  had 
brought  him  down  that  day  to  the 
houfe  ;  that  he  came  without  con- 
fultation  with  any  perfon  what- 
ever, and  with  the  expcdflation 
that  he  flaould  probably  not  meet 
with  a  fmgle  peer  who  would 
unite  in  opinion  with  him ;  but 
that  he  was  neither  to  be  deterred 
from  the  faithful  difcharge  of  his 
duty,  by  fuperlority  of  num.bers, 
nor  dilheartened  by  the  thin  at- 
tendance of  his  friends. 

He  then  entered  into  a  conclfe 
but    comprehenHve    detail    of  the 
ftate    of    the    nation,    and    urged 
from  thence  the  neceflity   of  com- 
ing   to  fome    immediate    and   de- 
ciiive    meafures,  for  faving    what 
remained  of  the  empire  from  the*, 
irretrievable    ruin,   towards    which 
it    v/as    rapidly  verging.      If  the 
difnculties  under   which  the  coun- 
try  laboured,  had  arifen   from  the 
ordinary    vicifiitades     of    fortune, 
he  knew,  he  faid,  that  the  pride^  • 
the   fpirit,     the   perfeverance,    the 
unconquerable  refoluticn    of  Eng- 
lifhmen,    would    ftill    be    able    to 
furmount    them ;     but    whilit    he 
traced    them  to    their  real    cade, 
to  the  exillence  of  a  ruinous  f}'!lem 
of  politics,  which  had   blafttd   the 
vigour  and  energy  of  the  country, 
had  driven   every   man   of  honour 
and  ability  from  the  fervice  of  the 
crown,    and    was     founded     on    a 
principle    of    wcaknefs     and    dif- 
union     for  its    balls,    he   confe.Ted 
that  he    felt  himfeif  overwhelmed 
with  dcfpair. 


{.H9 

After  a  fpetch  of  confiderable 
length,  which  was  delivered  with 
an  unufual  exertion  of  voice,  and 
a  flow  of  genuine  eloquence,^  he 
concluded  with  calling  on  the 
noble  lords  prefent,  to  join  him 
in  delaying  for  a  few  days  tne 
granting  of  the  propofed  fupplics, 
in  order  that  in  a  fuller  afferobly, 
and  after  a  more  mature  deli- 
beration, they  might  be  better 
able  to  judge  how  far  it  was  pru- 
dent, to  entruft  any  longer  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money  to 
perfons,  whole  grols  mifcondudt 
was  every  day  the  caufe  of  accu- 
mulating frelh  misfortunes  on  the 
country. 

The  objections  made  to  the 
propofitions  of  the  Marquis,  were 
founded  on  the  miichiefs  that 
would  arife  from  any  delay  in 
granting  the  current  fupplies  of 
the  year,  and  were  nearly  the  fame 
with  thofe  that  had  been  urged 
before  on  the  like  occafion  in  the 
other  houfe.  The  quellion,  as 
amended,  being  put,  was  carried 
in  the  negative,  and  the  bills" 
paffed  without  a  divillop. 

On  the  2oth,  as  foon  as  the 
royal  aflent  was  given  to  the 
money  bills,  and  the  fpeaker  had 
returned  to  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, one  of  the  fecretaries 
of  the  treafury  rofe,  and  mov- 
ed, that  the  houCd  at  its  rifing 
fliould  adjourn  to  the  2  2d  day  of 
January. 

This  motion  gave  rife  to  a 
warm  nnd  animated  debate,  in 
which  ihe  recent  inftance  of  mif- 
conduft  in  the  firil  lord  of  the 
admiralty  was  ftronely  inliftcd  on, 
as  an  additional  proof  of  the  ne- 
cefiity  of  proceeding,  without  de- 
lay, into  an  invciligation  of  the 
cr.ufes  of  the  difgraceful  and  rui- 
[ATJ  3  nou3 
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nous  events  that  had  attended  all 
our  naval  operations.  The  houfe 
was  reminded,  that  four  years  be- 
fore, an  adjournment  of  fix  weeks 
had  coft  the  nation  thirteen  pro- 
vinces ;  and  they  were  now  cau- 
tioned, as  they  had  loft  America 
by  one  recefsj  not  to  rifk  the  lofing 
of  the  Weft  Indies  by  another. 

The  conduft  of  the  Earl  of 
Sandwich  was  defended  in  a  long 
and  able  fpeech  by  Lord  Mul- 
grave;  but  his  doctrines  relative 
to  the  refponfibility  of  official  mi- 
nifters,  was  ftrongly  reprobated. 
He  had  argued  tJiat  the  noble 
Earl,  againft  whom  the  members 
on  the  other  fide  had  been  fo  li- 
beral in  their  charges,  adled  in 
two  diftiaft  capacities,  that  of  a 
cabinet  minifter,  and  of  a  firft  lord 
of  the  admiralty ;  and  therefore, 
that  it  was  unfair  to  make  him 
folely  refponfible  in  his  official 
charader  for  faults,  which  might 
have  originated  in  the  cabinet 
council  of  which  he  was  only  one 
member.  Thus,  he  faid,  with 
refpeft  to  the  blame  imputed  to 
the  noble  earl  for  fending  out 
Admiral  Kempenfeli,  with  only 
12  fail  of  the  line,  the  charge 
ought  in  juftice  to  have  confifted 
of  two  branches :  the  firft  queftion 
ihould  have  been,  whether  the 
cabinet  had  afted  right  in  ordering 
out  12  fail  of  the  line,  to  watch 
the  motions  of   19  j  and  the   fe- 


cond,  whether  the  board  had  been 
negligent  in  equipping  and  get- 
ting this  force  ready.  For  the 
firft,  he  contended  Lord  Sandwich 
was  not  more  refponfible  than  any 
other  lord  who  fat  at  the  ccuncil ; 
for  the  fecond,  he  was,  in  con- 
jund^ion  with  the  reft  of  his  col- 
leagues at  the  board,  undoubtedly 
refponfible. 

This  dodrine  was  condemned, 
as  being  of  a  moft  dangerous  and 
novel  kind,  and  totally  incom- 
patible with  the  principles  of  the 
Britifh  conftitution.  The  con- 
flitution,  it  was  faid,  knew  of 
no  cabinet  council;  but  in  what- 
ever department  caufe  of  com- 
plaint fhould  exift,  the  minifter 
at  the  head  of  that  department 
was  fpecially  accountable  to  the 
public,  whether  he  atled  on  his 
own  judgment,  or  by  the  direiSlions 
of  others.  It  was  not  merely  for 
the  equipment  of  fleets,  but  for 
their  arrangement  and  deftination^ 
and,  in  fhort,  for  every  thing  that 
related  to  the  management  of  the 
naval  forces  of  the  country,  that 
the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty  was 
by  the  conftitution  refponfible. 

A  compromife  at  length  took 
place  on  the  cueftion  before  the 
huufe,  by  whica  the  day  of  ad- 
journment was  altered  to  the  2ifl 
of  January,  and  the  call  of  the 
houfe,  which  had  been  ordered  for 
the  31ft,  altered  for  the  lame  day. 


CHAP. 


HISTORY     OF     EUROPE;       [151 


CHAP. 


VII. 


Motion  of  Mr.  Fox,  for  a  committee  of  the  'whole  houfc,  to  enquire  into  thl 
caifes  of  the  n.uant  offuccejs  of  his  Majejlf  s  naval  forces  during  the  ntjar, 
and  more  particularly  in  the  year  1 78 1.  Debate  on  the  ordnance  efi- 
mates.  Motions  by  Mr.  Earre  and  Mr.  Burke.  Motion  for  the  re- 
commitment of  the  report  negcUi'ved.  Motion  and  debate  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  relative  to  the  execution  of  Colonel  Haynes.  Committee  on  naiicd 
affairs.  P.cflution  of  cenfure  rejeSled  by  a  fmall  majority.  Motion  and 
debate  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  on  the  intended  advancement  of  lord  George 
Sack%)ille  Germaine  to  the  peerage.  Motion  on  the  fame  fubjecl,  after 
his  creation.  An  addrefs  to  the  king,  to  put  an  end  to  the  American 
ivar,  moved  by  General  Conzvay,  and  rejetled  by  a  majority  of  one. 
Committee  of  the  lords,  on  the  lofs  of  the  army  at  York  To-zun.  Refolution 
againji  the  American  ivar  carried  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  Addrefs  to 
the  king.  The  king^s  anfjjcr,  and  addrefs  of  thanks.  Second  refolution 
againji  the  American  ivar.  Rcfoiutions  of  cenfure  on  his  majefy's  mi- 
nijiers  moved  by  Lord  John  Cavendijh,  and  rejected  by  a  majority  of 
ten.  Motion  by  Sir  John  Rous,  for  ivithdrazving  the  confidence  of 
parliament  from  his  majefy's  minijier,  loji  by  a  majority  of  nine.  In- 
timation, by  Lord  Nort^,  tq  the  hoife,  of  his  jnajejly's  intentions  to 
change  his  miniflers. 


.  ,    'T-^PIE     firft     objea 

^^\^2  A  ^^^^  engaged  the 
^  *  attention  of  parliament, 
after  the  recefs,  was  the  long 
meditated  enquiry  into  the  con- 
duft  of  the  firli:  lord  of  the  auzni- 
ralty.  The  lead  in  this  bafinefs 
was  taken  on  the  ftde  of  oppo-^ 
fition,  by  Mr.  Fox,  who  opened 
his  motion,  for  a  committee  of 
enquiry,  in  a  very  long  and  able 
fpeech. 

He  began  vvith  acknowledging 
the  inconiiilency  of  the  part  he 
was  about  to  aft,  with  opinions 
that  he  had  delivered  frequently, 
and  without  referve,  both  in  that 
houfe,  and  elfewhere ;  namely, 
that  enquiries  of  the  kind  he 
meant  to  inftitute  ought  ever  to 
be  the  feccnd  (and  not  the  frjf) 
ftep  taken  by  parliament,  in  their 
proceeding  againll  a  miniftcr,  into 


whofe  conduft  circumftances  war- 
ranted an  enquiry.  This  opinion 
arofe,  he  faid,  from  a  conviction 
of  the  impoflibility  of  procuring  a 
fair  and  impartial  body  of  evi- 
dence, whilil  inch  a  minifter  re- 
mained poflcfTed  of  his  employ- 
ments. An  addrefs,  therefore, 
to  the  throne,  for  his  removal, 
was,  in  his  judgment,  the  firft 
ftep  neceffary ;  and  this,  not  only 
from  a  regard  to  public  juftice, 
but  to  the  cliarafter  and  reputation 
of  the  minifter  himfelf,  which,  he 
contended,  could  not,  on  any 
other  ground,  ftand  honourably 
acquitted. 

Mr.  Fox  here  adverted  to  a 
dodrinc,  which  he  did  not  wonder 
to  find  zealoufly  propagated  by 
the  adherents  of  the  pr  l.mt  mi- 
niftry,  that  to  addrefi  the  king 
for  the  removal  of  a  nynifter,  be- 

[K]  4  fore 
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fore  any  proof  of  mifcondufl  was 
fubftantiated,  was  to  condemn  a 
fervant  of  the  public  unheard,  and 
to  proceed  to  pafs  fentencc,  with- 
out allowing  him  the  liberty  of 
entering  on  his  defence.  Againft 
fuch  opinions,  he  begged  leave 
moft  folemnly  to  protelh  Parlia- 
ment, be  contended,  had  a  right 
to  advife  the  crown  to  dilmifs  any  of 
the  public  lervants,  with  or  with- 
out aligning  a  fpecilic  charge ; 
with  or  without  Intending  to  pro- 
ceed to  any  farther  mcafures  againft 
them.  But  when  great  national 
calamities  called  for  an  enquiry  in- 
to the  caufes  that  produced  them, 
parliament,  which  was  bound  to 
fee  juliice  done  to  the  public, 
was  neceffarily  competent  to  take 
fuch  previous  fteps  as  Ihould  lead 
to  a  full  and  impartial  inveftiga- 
tlon. 

The  pretended  injuftice  of  re- 
quiring the  difmilTion  of  a  mi- 
nifter,  without  afligning  any  caufe, 
or  of  removing  him,  previous  to 
enquiry  into  his  condudl,  muft, 
he  faid,  be  founded  on  an  opi- 
nion, as  falfe,  as  it  was  abfurd 
and  ridiculous  ;  that  minifters 
held  their  offices  as  a  fort  of  eftates, 
or  franchifes,  of  which  they  ought 
not  to  be  difpofTefied,  but  by  due 
courfe  of  law.  He  knew  that  no 
member  could  venture  to  avow, 
in  terms,  fuch  an  opinion ;  and 
yet  the  houfe  had  fo  long  been 
in  the  habit  of  a£ting  upon  it, 
that  he  found  himfelf  under  the 
neceflity  of  given  v/ay  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  times;  and,  confe- 
quently,  of  proceeding  in  a  man- 
ner totally  contrary  to  his  own 
decided  judgment. 

He  next  proceeded  to  ftate  the 
difficulties  which  he  would  una- 
voidably have  to  encounter  in  the 


profecution  of  the  intended  en-* 
quiry.  The  influence  arifir.g  from 
the  official  fituation  of  the  firft 
lord  of  the  admiralty,  v/as,  he  faid 
fuperior  to  that  of  any  other  mi- 
nilter  whatever  ;  and  befides  this, 
the  noble  earl  was  fuppofed  to  en- 
joy, in  the*  higheft  degree,  the 
favour  and  conhdence  of  his  fo- 
vereign.  From  thefe,  it  was  alfo 
well  known,  he  had  acquired  a 
third  and  no  contemptible  accef- 
fion  of  influence ;  a  predominant 
and  irrefiftible  weight  in  the  di- 
reftion  of  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft 
India  Company. 

The  length  and  complexity  cf 
the  inveftigation,  if  carried  to  its 
full  extent,  he  was  apprehenfive 
would  alfo  prove  a  very  ferious 
difficulty.  He  knew  that  the  zeal 
and  induirry  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, collectively  confidered,  was 
too  feeble  to  fuffer  him  to  enter- 
tain a  hope,  that  they  would  at- 
tend to  the  dry  detail  of  official 
evidence ;  that  they  would  exa- 
mine into  a  variety  of  tedious 
documents,  and  acquire  that  full 
knowledge  of  their  contents, 
which  might  enable  them  to  pro- 
nounce with  juftice  on  the  merits 
of  the  quellion  before  them. 

Th.e  fubjeft  matter  of  the  en- 
quiry, he  faid,  naturally  refolved 
itfelf  into  two  heads;  the  firft, 
whether  the  firll  lord  of  the  admi- 
ralty had  availed  himfelf  of  the 
means  in  his  power  of  procuring  a 
navy  adequate  to  the  occafions  of 
the  ftate  } — The  fecond,  whether 
he  had  employed  the  force,  he 
actually  had,  to  the  beft  advan- 
tage r 

With  refpedl  to  the  lirft  of  thefe 
queftions,     though    he     was     moft 
firmly    convinced    that   the    noble 
earl  would  be  found  not  Icfs  cri- 
minal 


HISTORY     OF     EUROPE. 


mJnal  on  that  ground  than  on  the 
latter,  yet,  for  the  re.  fens  he  had 
alreaJy  ftated,  he  did  not  mean 
to  enter,  at  that  time,  into  the  in- 
veftigaticn  of  it.  It  would  re- 
quire a  long  deuil  of  parole  evi- 
dence ;  all  the  w  itn°flea  to  be  ex- 
amined wO'^ld  com-  from  under 
the  noble  earl's  immediate  pa- 
tronage ;  the  point;,  to  be  dif- 
cufled,  being  many  of  them  mat- 
ters of  opinion,  would  afford  oc- 
caCon  for  the  undue  exertion  of 
that  influence,  which  he  was 
kno/.'n  to  polTefs ;  and  laftly,  the 
length  of  time  it  would  necelTarily 
require,  left  him  little  room  to 
hope  that  gentlemen  would  give 
it  a  proper  attention.  He  ihould 
content  nimfelf  with  making  a  few 
general  obfervations. 

That  the  navy  was  inadequate 
to  the  occafions  of  the  iiate,  was 
a  facc  allowed  and  confeffed  on 
all  fides.  In  excui'e  of  the  admi- 
ralt)',  it  had  been  aiTerted,  that 
it  was  fuperior  to  that  which  Lord 
Hawke  leic,  when  he  went  out  of 
o3ce.  But  this,  he  faid,  even  if 
true,  which,  neverthelcfs,  he 
would  undertake  to  prove  was 
falfe ;  could  not  be  admitted  as 
an  exculpation  of  the  prefent 
board  of  admiralty.  It  was  with 
the  !late  of  the  French  and  Spanifh 
navy,  that  the  comparilbn  ought 
to  have  been  made.  It  was  the 
duty  of  the  firil  lord  to  keep  the 
fieei  in  a  condition  to  meet  that  of 
the  enemy,  whatever  it  might  be  ; 
and  when  hs  faw  the  armaments 
preparing  in  the  French  and  Spa- 
nilh  ports,  it  was  his  indifpen- 
fable  duty  to  have  taken  the  alarm, 
and  to  have  exerted  every  nerve 
of  the  country,  ia  order  to  keep 
pr.ce  with  tnem.  Would  any  man 
enture  to  fay,  that  the  means  had 


[^S3 

been  denied  him  ?  V/ouM  any 
man  venture  to  dander  the  Houlc 
of  Commons  with  the  charge  of 
parfirr.ony  r  He  believed  no  or.c 
would. 

After  making  feveral  other 
pointed  obfervaticns  on  this  fub- 
jeft,  Mr,  Fox  proceeded  to  the 
fecond  branch  of  the  enquiry.  He 
enumerated  in  their  order,  the  fe- 
veral inftances  of  mifcondail  with 
which  he  meant  to  charge  the  no- 
ble earl  in  the  commiiiee,  as  the 
grounds  of  a  firing  of  motions, 
which  he  afterwards  brought  for- 
wards, for  the  prciuftion  of  the 
papers  and  dccamerts  necefTary 
to  fubltantiate  his  criminality.  Ax 
thefe  fafts  were  af'terv.^ards  urged 
more  at  large  in  the  committee, 
w.'-.ere  the  advocates  of  the  noble 
earl  a  fb  made  their  principal  de- 
fence, we  fhall,  in  order  to  avoid 
unaeceiikry  repetition,  referve  both, 
till  w^e  come  to  fpeak  of  the  de- 
bate which  then  took  place.  It 
is  onlv  neccliary,  on  the  prefent 
occalion,  to  add,  that  the  Earl 
of  Miilgrave  and  Lord  North, 
afier  having  replied  to  feveral  of 
the  oblervaticns  made  by  Mr 
Fox,  expreucd  their  chearful  con- 
currence in  the  motion  he  had 
nrade,  not  without  fome  fcvere 
ftriclures  en  his  having  narrowed 
the  ground  of  his  enquiry,  and 
omitted  one  of  its  moil  elTential 
objecls. 

The     ordnance     cfii-     r-  i       a 
r        .1,  Feb.  lit. 

mates,    for    the  current 

year,  amounting  to  the  enormous 
fum  of  1,644:242/.  uncienvent  a 
flrift  and  ievtre  examination. 
The  parts  principally  cbjeftcd  to, 
were  the  anticipr.tion  of  the  an- 
nual fupply  of  filt-petrc,  fur- 
nifhed  by  the  Eair- India  Com- 
pany j  tlie  contra^  with  Mr. 
Tov\nifon ; 
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Townfon ;  the  tranfport  fervice ; 
and  the  charges  for  building  for- 
trefles  and  fortifications. 

With  regard  to  the  firil  and  fe- 
cond  articles,  which  were  chiefly 
adverted  to  in  the  debate,  it  ap- 
peared, that  the  Eaft-India  Com- 
pany were  bound  by  their  charter, 
to  furnifli  the  board  of  ordnance 
\vith  500  tons  of  falt-petre  annu- 
ally, in  time  of  peace,  at  45/.  per 
ton;  in  time  of  war,  at  53/.  But 
government  having  had  occafion, 
during  the  war,  for  a  larger  quan- 
tity than  the  company  were  bound 
to  fupply,  had,  at  the  end  of  the 
year  1781,  received  3,100  tons, 
or  fix  years  in  advance  of  the  an- 
nual fupply.  For  two  of  the  an- 
ticipated years,  up  to  1783,  the 
board  had  agreed  to  pay  73/. 
without  interell,  the  prime  coft, 
to  the  company ;  and  as  their 
charter  would  then  expire,  the 
company  had  demanded  118/.  alfo 
without  intereft,  being  their  fale 
price,  for  the  additional  four  years 
advance.  The  price  at  the  mer- 
chants market  was  at  this  time 
about  152/.  a  ton.  On  a  further 
application  to  the  company,  they 
declared  they  could  not  furnifh 
any  more  on  credit,  and  demanded 
the  market  price.  With  this  the  ^ 
board  did  not  think  proper  to 
comply,  but  contracted  with  Mr. 
Townfon,  a  member  of  the  houfe, 
and  a  direftor  of  the  Eall-India 
Company,  for  4.00  tons,  at  that 
time  lying  at  Oltend,  for  120/. 
per  ton,  duty  free. 

On  the  ground  of  thefe  fafts, 
the  board  of  ordnance  was  charged 
with  having  fuffered  a  debt  of 
242.000/.  to  the  Eaft-India  Com- 
pany, to  accrue  without  the  know- 
ledge   of  parliament;     and    with 


having  counteracted  the  wifdona 
of  parliament  in  providing  an  an- 
nual fupply  of  falt-petre,  by  an 
improvident  anticipation,  and 
thereby  left  government  at  the 
difcretion  of  the  company.  The 
contracl  with  Mr.  Townfon  was 
alfo  feverely  reprobated.  It  was 
afTerted,  that  the  average  price  of 
falt-petre,  at  Oftend,  was  only 
83/.  and,  confequently,  that  a 
profit  of  37/.  a  ton,  ready  money^ 
was  fecured  to  the  contractor. 
At  the  time  that  this  enormous 
advantage  was  given  to  a  private 
individual,  the  propofals  of  the 
Eaft  India  Company,  who  ha4 
been  fapplying  government  on 
credit,  and  at  a  confiderable  lofs, 
were  rejeiiled,  though  the  market 
price,  at  which  it  was  offered, 
had  then  fallen  to  no/,  a  ton;  fa 
that  deducing  from  this  7/.  31. 
the  difcount  remitted,  and  6/.  lo.r. 
the  duty  paid,  by  the  company, 
their  price  was  23/.  13/.  lower 
than  that  of  the  contradlor. 

On  the  part  of  the  board  of 
ordnance,  it  was  urged,  in  reply 
to  the  firll  charge,  that  they  had 
delivered  in  a  ftatement  of  the 
debt  to  parliament,  as  foon  as 
ever  the  payment  of  it  had  been 
demanded ;  and  that  as  to  the 
improvidence  of  the  anticipation, 
they  tliought  it  more  than  coun- 
terbalanced, by  the  faving  it  had 
brought  to  government.  With 
refpecl  to  the  contracl,  it  was  al- 
ledged,  that  the  board  could  not 
fafely  inform  themfelves  of  the 
market  price  at  Oftend,  becaufe 
any  report,  that  the  Englilh  go- 
vernment was  about  to  purchafe, 
would  have  immediately  raifed  it. 
It  had  therefore  been  neceffary  to 
make    the  contrail    with   fecrecy, 

and 
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and  the  profits  of  the  contraftor 
had  been  regulated  by  the  market 
price  in  England. 

Th-;.;  explanations  not  appear- 
ing (uthcieiuly  full  and  fatisfaftory, 
Coi.  Barre  moved  (the  houfe  being 
in  a  committee)  "  that  the  chair- 
"  man  leave  the  chair,  and  report  a 
"  progrefs."  Tliis  motion  was  re- 
jefted,  on  a  divifion,  by  a  majority 
of  1 13  to  60, 

Mr.  Burke  next  moved,  "  that 
"  the  furfering  a  debt  of  242,000/. 
"  to  the  Eait-lndia  Company,  for 
"  3,cco  tons  of  fak-pctre,  to  ac- 
"  crue  without  the  knowledge  of 
"  parliament,  in  order  that  it  might 
*'  either  prevent  the  growth  of 
f  fiich  a  debt,  or  make  timely  pro- 
?'  vifion  for  it,  was  a  blameable 
*'  proceeding,  and  tended  to  im- 
f  pofe  upon  the  houie."  To  get 
rid  of  this  motion,  thinking,  per- 
haps, it  would  requiie  an  extraor 
dinary  exertion  of  parliamentary 
complaifance  to  negative  it,  Lord 
North  moved  for  the  order  of  the 
day.  But  Mr.  Burke  alluring  him 
he  would,  in  tnat  cafe,  repeat  it 
on  Monday,  the  noble  Lord  (.on- 
fcnted  to  withdraw  his  motion,  and 
Mr.  Burke's  was  then  put,  and  ne- 
gatived. 

r  u  »u  ^^  bringing  up  the 
r  eb.  Ath.  ^     r  ^i   ^     I 

^       report   or    tiie    ordnance 

eftimate,  no  further  explanation  be- 
ing given  of  the  articles  objected 
to,  it  was  moved  to  re-commit  the 
report ;  and  the  quellion  being  put, 
there  appeared  tor  it,  92 ;  againft 
it,  122. 

The  fame  day,  the  Duke  of 
Riclimond  brought  forward,  in  the 
Houie  of  Lords,  a  motion  of  which 
he  had  given  previous  notice,  re- 
lative to  the  execution  of  Colonel 
Ifaac  Haynes,  an  olhcer  in  the  fer- 


vice  of  Congrefs.  The  faft,  as 
flated  by  the  noble  duke,  on  the  au- 
thority of  letters  tranfmltted  to  him 
from  America,  by  a  perfon  to  whom 
he  v/as  an  entire  Itranger,  was  hs 
follows : 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th  of 
July,  1 78 1,  Colonel  Haynes,  at 
that  time  a  prlfoner  in  Charles- 
Town,  was  informed,  by  letter^ 
from  the  town-major,  "that  a  coun- 
"  cil  of  general  otHcers  would  af- 
"  femble  the  next  day,  at  tea 
"  o'clock,  to  try  him."  In  the 
evening,  the  farrse  day,  he  received 
another  letter,  from  the  fame  offi- 
cer, acquainting  him,  "  that  inftead 
"  of  a  council  of  general  officers,  a 
"  court  of  enquiry  would  fit  at  the 
"  hour  before- mentioned,  for  the 
"  purpofe  of  determining  under 
"  what  point  of  view  he  ought  to  be 
"  confidered."  In  the  fame  let- 
ter it  was  added,  "  that  pen,  ink 
"  and  paper,  would  immediately  be 
"  allowed  him ;  and  that  any  perfon. 
"  he  chofe  to  appoint  might  attend 
"  him  as  council."  On  Sunday  the 
29th,  a  memorandum  was  delivered 
to  him  by  the  adjutant,  informing 
him,  "  that  in  confequcnce  of  the 
"  court  of  enquiry  held  the  day 
"  before,  on  his  account.  Lord 
"  Rawdon,  and  the  commandant, 
"  Lieutenant-colonel  Balfour,  had 
"  refolved  upon  his  execution  on 
"  the  Tuefday  following,  for  hav- 
"  ing  been  found  under  arms,  and 
*'  employed  in  raifing  a  regiment, 
"  to  oppofe  the  Britilh  govern- 
"  raent,  though  he  had  become 
"  a  fubjeft,  and  had  accepted  the 
"  protedion  of  that  government, 
"  after  the  reduftion  of  Charles- 
"  Town." 

In  confequence  of  this  inti- 
mation. Colonel  Ilaynts  addrcffed 
X  himfclf 
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bimfelf  to  the  two  commanders  in 
a.  letter,  in  which  he  ftates,  that  he 
had  been  drawn,  by  fnrprize,  into 
a  procedure  tending  to  judgment, 
without  knowing  it  to  be  fuch ; 
that  when  he  appeared  before  the 
court  of  enquiry,  he  did  not  ima- 
gine it  was  for  any  other  purpofe 
than  to  determine  whether  he  ought 
to  be  looked  on  as  a  J^ritifli  fub- 
jecl,  or  an  American,  in  order,  on 
that  decifion,  to  ground    the  future 

■  proceedings ;  that  the  counfel  he 
had  named  had  not  been  found  ; 
that  he  had  neglefled  to  fummon 
any  witnefles,  and,  by  that  means, 
had  been  deprived  of  the  ability  of 
making  a  legal  defence,  which  he 
could  ealily  have  done,  founded 
both  in  law  and  fact,  if  he  had 
imagined  the  trial  he  was  then 
upon  was  to  be  final.  He  there- 
fore defires  a  regular  trial ;  and 
if  that  was  not  granted,  he  in- 
treats  a  refpite  of  the  fentcnce  of 
execution.  This  application,  aid- 
ed by  the  folicitations  of  Gover- 
nor Bull,  and  other  inhabitants  of 
Charles-'i  own,  procured  a  refpite 
of  eight-and-forty  hours ;  but  with 
this  condition,  that  if  General  Green 
made  any  application  whatfoever  in 
his  favour,  he  fhould  that  mo- 
ment be  led  to  execution.  On  the 
day  appointed.  Colonel  Ilaynes  was 
executed. 

Such  was  the  frate  of  the  fa6l. 
The  illegality,  the  barbarity,  and 
the  impolicy  of  the  proceeding, 
were  flrongly  and  powerfully  urged 
by  the  Doke  of  Richmond.  He 
read  to  the  houfe  an  extract  from 
.a  proclamation  of  General  Green's, 
in  which  this  execution  was  re- 
prefented  as  a  cruel  and  unjulH- 
fiable  murder,    and    a  fevere  reta- 

'  liation   threatened   on  the   perfor.s 


of  Eritifli  officers ;  and  he  called  on 
the  houfe  to  inltitute  an  immediate 
and  efFcdhial  enquiry,  as  the  only 
means  of  fecuring  their  own  ofR- 
cers  from  the  dange-  which  hung 
over  them,  and  of  refcuing  the 
Britifli  nation  from  the  opprobrious 
charges  of  cruelty  and  barbarity, 
under  which  it  was  labourmg,  in 
the  opinion  of  all  the  ftates  of  Eu- 
rope. 

The  Duke  concluded  with  mov- 
ing an  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  that 
diieftions  might  be  given  for  lay- 
ing before  the  houfe  the  feveral 
papers  therein  fpecified,  relative  to 
the  execution  of  Col.  Haynes.  This 
motion  was  ilrongly  oppofed  by 
Lord  Walfingham,  Lord  Stormont, 
and  the  Chancellor.  It  was  argued, 
that  his  majefty's  miniilers  having 
declared  that  they  had  received  no 
information  whatever,  relative  to 
the  facts  alluded  to,  it  was  be- 
neath the  dignity  and  gravity  of  the 
houfe,  to  proceed  to  a  folemn  en- 
quiry on  fuch  vague  and  uncertain 
furmifes,  as  thofe  contained  in  the 
letters  produced  by  the  noble  duke; 
that  it  was  flill  lefs  candid  and  lefs 
equitable  to  attempt,  on  fuch  flight 
grounds,  to  call  in  queftion  the  cha- 
rafters  of  brave,  deferving,  and  ab- 
fent  officers. 

But  allowing  the  fadts,  as  flated, 
to  be  true,  and  fully  authenti- 
cated, to  the  fatisfadion  of  the 
houfe,  it  was  contended  by  the 
two  laft-mentioned  lords ;  by  the 
former,  on  the  ground  of  modern 
pnittice ;  and  by  the  latter,  oa 
that  of  ancient  authority  ;  that 
Colonel  Haynes,  having  been  ta- 
ken in  arms,  after  admiffion  to 
his  parole,  was  liable  to  be  hanged 
up  inf.aniery  without  any  other 
form  of  trial  than  what  was  ne- 
ceiTary 
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ceflary  to  identify  the  perfon. 
The  Earl  of  Kuntirgdon  alio  ac- 
quainted the  houfe,  that  he  had 
authority,  from  Earl  Cornwallis, 
to  declare,  that  this  had  been  the 
praftice,  in  feveral  initinces,  un- 
der his  command,  in  North- Ame- 
rica. 

This  dodrine  was  denied,  on 
both  grounds,  with  equal  confi- 
dence, by  the  Earls  of  Shelburne 
and  Eiiingham.  It  was  afierccd, 
by  the  former,  from  circumllances 
within  his  own  recolledion,  that 
the  praftice  in  the  lall  war  had 
"been  totally  different.  "  A  great  de- 
gree of  ignominy,  perhaps  a  ftrifter 
confinement,  was  the  confequence 
of  fuch  an  aftion  :  the  perfon*;  guilty 
of  it  were  fhunned  by  gentlemen, 
but  it  had  never  before  entered  in- 
to the  mind  of  a  commander  to 
hang  them. 

In  anfwer  to  the  written  au- 
thority, produced  by  the  learned 
lord, .  it  was  remarked,  by  the 
Earl_  of  Effingham,  that  the  quo- 
tation he  had  brought  from  Gro- 
tius  related  to  fpies,  and  not  to 
prifoners  who  had  broken  their  pa- 
role. That  this  was  the  cafe,  could 
not  be  difputed,  fmce  Grotius  could 
Jiever  have  heard  of  a  prifoner  on 
parole ;  it  was  a  modern  civility 
of  a  very  late  date,  and  even  not 
yet  prevailing  in  all  countries.  In 
reply  to  tliis  obfervation,  it  was 
argued  by  the  chancellor,  that  all 
the  reafoning  ufed  by  the  great 
author  he  had  quoted,  in  the  cafe 
of  fpies,  applied,  a  fortiori,  to  that 
of  perfons  who  had  broke  their  pa- 
role. 

At  length,  the  queftion  being 
put,  and  the  houfe  having  divided; 
there  appeared  for  the  addrefs,  25  ; 
againft  it,  73. 


Tiie   Houfe  of  Com-    ,-,  u       l 
_        u     •  r  \     A  ■.     I'cb.  7th. 

mons  havmg  rclolved  it-  ' 

felf  into  a  tommitiee,  to  enquire 
into  the  milmanagement  of  naval 
affairs,  as  foon  as  the  papers  which 
had  been  laid  before  the  houfe 
were  read  by  the  clerks,  Mr.  Fox 
rofe,  to  move  a  refolution  of  cen- 
fure,  founded  on  the  fads  con- 
tained in  them.  This  cenfure,  he 
faid,  he  meant  to  confine,  for  rea- 
fons  he  had  before  ftated  to  the 
houfe,  to  the  conduct  of  the  navy 
in  the  year  1781  ;  but  he  Ihould 
beg  leave  to  llate  to  the  committee 
a  few  inllances  of  grofs  and  cri- 
minal neglect  in  the  firll  lord  of 
the  admiralty,  previous  to  that  pe- 
riod, in  order  to  ilrengthen  and  ad- 
vance the  great  parpofe  of  the  in- 
velligatjcn. 

In  the  year  1 777,  the  defigns 
of  the  French,  to  aid  the  revolted 
colonies,  became  fo  very  apparent, 
as  to  make  a  fpeedy  rupture  with 
that  court  almull  inevitable.  The 
preparations  carrying  on  in  the 
ports  of  France  were  fufficiently 
declaratory  of  their  intentions,  ani 
ought  to  have  given  an  immediate 
alarm  to  government.  But  in  what 
manner  did  the  firft  lord  of  the  ad- 
miralty prepare  to  counteract  the 
defigns  of  the  enemy  ?  In  that 
year,  almoft  every  frigate  v/e  pof- 
feffed  was  fent  to  carry  on  a  pre- 
datory war  on  the  coafts  of  Ame- 
rica ;  and  in  confequence  of  this 
mealuic,  the  two-deckers  and  linc- 
of- battle  Ihips  uere  employed,  du- 
ring the  winter,  in  cruizing  in  tlie 
channel.  Sq  pernicious  wa?  the  re- 
fult  of  thefe  moafures,  that  when 
Mr.  Keppcl  arrived  at  Portfmouth, 
the  following  fpring,  to  take  the 
command  of  the  f.eet,  which  he  was 
aiTured  would  amount  to  26  fail  of 

the 
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the  line,  he  founct  only  fix  ready 
for  fervice.  Before  th;;  crippled 
fhips  were  in  a  condition  to  fail,  the 
French  had  a  fleet  of  27  fail  of  the 
line  at  fea  ;  and  thus  an  opportunity 
was-  loll  of  crulhing  the  naval  power 
of  France,  in  the  infancy  of  the 
war. 

This  plan  of  cruizing  in  the 
winter,  and  making  a  '  vain  pa- 
rade, whilft  the  enemy  were  bufy  in 
port,  equipping  for  the  next  cam- 
paign, had  been  the  favourite  mea- 
fure  of  the  hr!l  lord  of  the  admi- 
ralty, and  had  contributed,  more 
than  any  thing  elfe,  to  the  late- 
Tjefs  of  our  expeditions,  in  which 
we  had  always  been  behind  hand 
with  the  enemy.  Our  fleets  had 
uniformly  been  fent  after  thofe  of 
France,  and  to  the  place  of  their 
deftination,  for  the  purpofe  of  con- 
tending with  them  there,  inftead  of 
attempting  to  intercept  or  attack 
them  at  heme. 

The  intelligence  of  the  equip- 
ment of  a  fquadron  at  Toulon,  un- 
der  M.  d'Eflaign,  and  of  its  defo- 
liation for  North  America,  had 
been  received  at  the  Admiralty 
feveral  months  before  that  fquadron 
was  ready  to  fail.  Yet  no  attempt 
was  made  to  difpute  its  pailage  out 
of  the  Mediterranean  ;  but  Admi- 
ral Byron,  as  ufua],  was  fent  out  to 
follow  it  to  the  coaft  of  America; 
and  the  Admiralty,  equally  dila- 
tory in  intruding  their  officers 
abroad,  as  they  were  in  fitting  out 
fhips  at  home,  had  not  apprized 
Lord  Howe  of  the  danger,  to  which 
he  might  be  expofed,  till  the  month 
of  June,  though  the  defigns  of  the 
enemy  had  been  publicly  and  no- 
torioufly  known  fo  early  as  in  Fe- 
bruary. 

The  year  1779  prefentsd  a  re- 


petition of  the  plan  and  ,  mifcon* 
duft  of  1778.  But  what  diftin- 
gui(hed  it  above  the  former,  was 
the  unaccountable  n?gled  of  not 
preventing  the  jiindion  of  the 
French  and  Spanifh  fleets.  The 
inflrudions  given  to  Sir  Charles 
Hardy,  it  was  true,  were  not  before* 
the  houfe ;  the  Admiralty,  for  po- 
litical reafons,  as  they  alledged, 
had  refufed  to  produce  tliem;  but 
as  no  attempt  was  made  by  that 
admiral  to  prevent  their  jundlion, 
he  was  warranted  in  concluding 
that  his  inilruiSions  contained  no 
fuch  orders. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  that  year, 
a  powerful  fquadron  was  fitting 
out  at  Breft,  under  the  Comte  de 
Guichen,  deflined,  as  was  gene- 
rally believed,  for  the  Weft  -  In- 
dies. The  moft  alarming  confe- 
quences  to  our  pofieflions  in  that 
quarter,  were  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  jundlion  of  this  force 
with  the  fleets  under  M.  d'Eflaign 
and  Don  Solano,  and  an  univer- 
fal  expeftation  prevailed,  that  Sir 
George  Rodney,  who  was  at  that 
time  ready  to  fail,  would  have 
been  difpatched  immediately,  ei- 
ther to  intercept  the  Breft  fqua- 
dron, in  the  Bay,  or  by  proceed- 
ing, without  delay,  to  the  Weft- 
Indies,  to  prevent  its  jundlion 
with  the  fleets  in  that  quarter. 
That  this  was  pradicable,  had 
clearly  appeared,  flnce  the  Angle 
fliips,  which  failed  at  the  fame 
time  with  him,  and  proceeded  di- 
reftly  to  the  Vveft-lndies,  arrived 
there  before  M.  de  Guichen.  In- 
ftead of  adopting  either  of  thefe 
meafures.  Admiral  Rodney  was  or- 
dered to  convoy  the  ftoreftiips  to 
Gibraltar  in  his  way ;  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  ftep,  he  found  a 

force 
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off  the  coaft  of  Spain,  he  ordered 
Capt.  Moutray  to  touch  at  Ma- 
deira ;  that  is,  to  go  in  the  very- 
track  where  he  was  fare  of  falling 
in  with  them. 

To  thcfe,  he  faid,  might  be 
added  anotlier  inrtance  of  the  moft 
aftoriiiliing  neghgence,  a  degree 
of  negligence,  indeed,  that  could 
only  be  attributed  to  treachery, 
cr  infatuation  ;  that  from  the 
commencement  of  the  year  1779, 
to  the  clofe  of  the  month  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1 78 1,  the  board  of  admi- 
ralty did  not  ftation  even  a  fingle 
frigate  off  Breft  harbour,  for  the 
purpofe  of  watching  and  giving 
notice  of  the  motions  of  the 
enemy. 

Having  brought  the  hiftory  of 
our  naval  tranfadlions  down  to 
1781,  the  period  to  which  he 
fliould  particularly  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee,  Mr.  Fox 
proceeded  to  ftate  five  dilHnft 
charges  of  grofs  mifconducl,  which 
he  contended  were  proved  and 
brought  home  to  the  board  of  ad- 
miralty, by  the  papers  on  the 
table. 

The  firll  was  the  fuffering  M. 
de  Grafle  to  fail  for  the  Weft- 
Indies,  without  making  a  fingle 
effort  to  intercept  him.  It  ap- 
peared, that  government  had  re- 
ceived the  minutcil:  intelligence  of 
the  equipment,  ilrengih  and  de- 
iHnation,  of  tne  force  urder  that 
oflicer ;  it  was  equally  clear,  that 
they  knew  almofi  precifely  the 
time  when  it  was  to  fail.  Two 
circumftances  rendered  this  con- 
duft  in  the  frit  lord  of  the  admi- 
ralty criminal  in  the  highell  de- 
gree ;  one  was,  that  the  obje^Sl  of 
tne  Comte  de  GrafTo's  expedition 
was  known  to  be  of  the  raoft  dan- 
gerous nature  to  this  country  :  the 

luccefs 


force  to  contend  with,  on  his  ar- 
rival in  the  Weit- Indies,  from 
which  nothing  but  providence, 
and  the  infatuation  of  the  enemy, 
could  have  faved  us.  The  victory 
gained  over  the  Spaniards,  im- 
portant as  he  acknowledged  it  to 
be,  he  contended  was  merely  ac- 
cidental, and  in  which  the  noble 
earl  could  not  claim  the  leaft 
merit. 

In  the  year  1780,  it  appeared, 
indeed,  that  initrudtions  had  been 
given  to  Admiral  Geary,  to  pre- 
vent the  jundiion  of  the  French 
and  Spanifh  fleets  j  but  fuch  were 
the  adive  efforts  of  the  firft  lord  of 
the  admiralty,  fuch  his  eager  vi- 
gilance, and  indefatigable  atten- 
tion to  the  intercfts  of  his  coun- 
try, that  the  diredlions  to  the 
Britifli  commander,  that  he  fhould 
keep  afunder  the  naval  armaments 
of  France  and  Spain,  did  not 
ireach  him  until  they  were  aftually 
joined. 

From  the  fame  criminal  negli- 
gence, the  Chev.  de  Ternay  was 
permitted  to  fail  unmolelled  with 
his  fquadron  to  North  America, 
when  he  tranfported  thither  thole 
numerous  military  forces,  which 
had  fmce  captured  the  army  of 
Lord  Cornwallis. 

It  was  at  this  difgraceful  period 
that  Captain  Moutray,  with  the 
valuable  and  important  convoys 
for  the  Eali:  and  Weft-Indies,  was 
betrayed  (he  could  not  ufe  a 
gentler  exprefTion)  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.  At  leaft,  if  the 
noble  earl  had  been  in  the  pay  of 
the  Houfc  of  Bourbon,  he  could 
not  have  afted  with  greater  zeal 
and  ability  in  their  fervice,  than 
he  had  done  in  that  bufmefs.  For 
at  the  very  moment  when  he  knew 
that  the  enemy's  fleet  was  cruizing 
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fuccefs  of  a  well-concer.ed  plan  for 
deltroying  our  empire  in  the  Weil, 
and  even  extirpating  the  Britifh 
name  out  of  that  part  of  the 
wcr'd,  in  all  human  probability, 
ultimately  depending  on  it.  The 
other  was,  that  we  had,  at  the 
very  time,  a  force  rtt  fea  more 
than  equal  to  the  complete  de- 
flrutTtion  of  M.  de  Graifj,  and  his 
£cet.  That  officer  failed  from 
Breft  on  the  zzd  of  Marca,  with 
25  ihips  of  the  line.  Admiral 
Ei.rby  had  put  to  fea  on  the  13th 
of  the  fame  month,  with  a  fleet  of 
30  lail  of  the  line,  intended  for 
the  relief  of  Gibraltar.  Had  the 
Englifli  fleet,  therefore,  been  or- 
dered to  proceed  immediately  in 
quell  of  the  enemy,  nay,  if  it  had 
not  adually  beea  fent  out  of  the 
way,  it  would  have  been  almoft 
impoffible  for  the  Frciich  to  have 
cfcaped.  But  the  roHle  earl,  as 
if  apprehenfive  of  this  event,  or- 
dered Admiral  Darby  to  take  his 
ftation  on  the  coait  of  Ireland, 
and  wait  there  for  the  ftore-(hips 
that  were  to  join  him  from  Corke. 
Here  he  cruized  till  the  27th  of 
March  ;  that  is,  till  M.  de  GrafTe 
was  fafe  on  his  way  to  America. 
The  circumllances  of  this  mif- 
conduft  Mr.  Fox  contended  were 
of  lo  palpable  and  glaring  a  kind, 
as  to  warrant  the  fufpicion  of 
treachery  in  feme  quarter  or 
other. 

The  fecond  charge  was  the  lofs 
of  the  St.  Euftatius  convoy.  The 
papers  on  the  table  proved,  that 
the  Admiralty  had  received  an 
account,  from  Sir  George  Rod- 
ney, of  the  failing  of  the  convey, 
on  the  25th  of  March.  He  had 
alfo  acquainted  them,  that  it  was 
perhaps  the  richeft  fleet  that  had 
ever  failed  for  England  ;  he  gave 
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them  the  minutell  defcription  of 
the  courfe  it  was  to  take ;  and 
even  rut  them  in  mind  of  fending 
out  fome  force  for  its  proteftion. 
At  this  time,  a  fquadron  of  only 
fix  fail  of  the  line,  under  M.  de  la 
Motte  Piquet,  was  known  to  be 
on  the  point  of  failing  from  BrcA. 
Admiral  Darby,  as  before-men- 
tioned, was,  at  this  time,  cruiz- 
ing off  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  with 
what  is  -ailed  the  grand  fleet, 
and  there  were  befides  12  fail  of 
the  line,  fit  for  fervice,  in  our 
harbours  at  home.  Yet  no  mea- 
fure  whatever  was  taken  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  expeded  convoy, 
except  an  attcmp.  to  advertize 
them  of  their  danger.  La  Motte 
Piquet  failed  out  of  iJreil  on  the 
26th  of  April,  fell  in  with  the 
convoy  on  the  2d  of  May,  and 
captured  the  greateft  part  of  it; 
and  on  the  i  th  of  the  lame  month, 
orders  were  fent  to  Admiral  Darby 
to  detach  eight  fail,  for  the  pro- 
tedion  of  this  fleet,  which  orders 
he  received  about  three  weeks 
after  it  was  taken. 

The  third  was  the  letter  written 
by  order  of  the  board  of  admiralty, 
to  the  Mayor  cf  Briftol.  The 
circumftanccs  which  occafioned 
this  letti.  r  were  as  follow  :  Ad- 
miral Darby  having  been  informed 
at  fea,  by  the  mailer  of  a  Swedifh 
brig,  an  Englifhman,  that  he  had 
fallen  in  with  the  combined  fleets, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  channel,  and 
his  journal,  upon  e.;amination, 
corroborating  the  relation,  re- 
turned to  Torbay,  and  fent  an 
account  of  this  intelligence  to  the 
Admiralty.  The  merchants  of 
Brillol  having  heard  this  report, 
the  Mayor  requefted,  by  letter  to  , 
the  fecretary  of  the  Admiralty,  to 
be  informed  of  the  truth  of  it.  In 
anfwer 
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P.nfwer  to  this  letter,  Mr.  Ste- 
phens, by  order  of  the  board,  ac- 
quaints them,  that  the  whole  was 
without  fburxiation,  and  that  Ad- 
miral Darby  had  put  into  Torbayy 
for  the  purpofe  of  taking  on  board 
refrefirr.ents.  It  v/as  faid,  that  this 
]aft  circumftance,  which  the  board 
knew  to  be  an  abfolute  falfehood, 
f^emed  to  have  been  inven-ed  for 
the  exprcfs  purpofe  of  deceiving 
the  Briitol  merchants,  and  in- 
ducing them  to  fend  out  their 
trading  (hips,  a  fare  prey  to  the 
furrounding  enemy.  This  tranf- 
adion  was  compared,  by  Mr. 
Fox,  with  th«t  of  the  convoys 
under  Captain  Moutray ;  the 
ftrong  marlcs  of  treachery,  whicli 
appeared  on  the  face  of  it,  were 
infilled  on;  and,  as  an  additional 
confirmation,  a  letter  was  read  from 
Lord  Stormont  to  the  fecretary  in 
Ireland,  of  the  fame  date  with  that 
of  Mr.  Stephens  to  the  Mayor  of 
Briilol,  in  which  he  acquaints 
him,  that  the  combined  fleets  were 
undoubtedly  in  the  channel. 

The  fourth  charge  related  to 
the  meafures  of  the  Admiralty  in 
the  Dutch  war.  Mr.  Fox,  on  en- 
tering into  this  article,  obferv^d 
that  the  condutfl  cf  government 
had  explained  to  him  the  meaning 
of  the  apology  which  the  noble 
lord  in  the  blue  ribbon  had  made, 
on  another  occafion,  in  excufe  for 
that  war.  He  had  faid,  "  that 
"  we  fhould  fiiiTer  lefs  from  the 
Dutch  as  open  ene.Tiies  than  as 
•  infidioixs  friends."  As  an  ex- 
emplification of  the  truth  of  this 
afiertion,  the  Admiralty  had  dif- 
patched,  before '  the  war  broke 
out,  and  whilft  the  Dutch  were 
only  infidioui  frunds.  Ax  fail  of  the 
line,  under  Commodore  Fielding, 
£0  intercept  Admiral  Bvland  with 
Vol.  XXV. 


one  ;  but  now  that  they  were  be- 
come open  enemies',  we  had  fent  but 
five  (hips  to  fight  eight. 

He  remarked,  that  if  govern- 
ment had  really  aimed  at  the  de- 
ftruftion  of  the  naval  power  of 
Holland,  they  Ihould  have  fent, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  war 
a  force  fufficient  to  have  entered 
and  kept  poireifion  of  the  Tcxel. 
This,  h3  faid,  was  the  opinion 
of  every  perfon,  who  had  turned, 
his  thoughts  for  a  moment  to  that 
fubjeift ;  at  the  fame  time,  he  could 
not  help  confldering  it  as  a  moit 
fortunate  circumftance,  that  the 
minillry  of  Great  Britain,  though 
the  means  were  in  their  hands, 
had  not  pofTeffed  wifdom  and  abi- 
lity fa.Ticient  to  crulh  a  power,  fa 
necciT.iry  to  the  prefent  fyftem  of 
Europe. 

He  next  adverted  to  the  aftloa 
between  the  Admirals  Parker  and 
Zoutman,  and  infifted  particu- 
larly on  the  criminal  negleft  of 
not  fending  the  Sampjon  man  of 
war  to  the  aJiftance  of  the  former. 
He  clofed  this  article  with  obferv- 
ing,  that  a  fquadron  had  finre  been 
ftationed  in  the  Downs  for  the 
purpofe  of  defeating  the  naval  en- 
terpriies  of  the  Dutch;  and  as  a 
proof  that  this  meafiire  was  con- 
certed with  wifdcm  equal  to  the 
relt,  Admiral  Byland  had  juiT:  re- 
turned home,  with  his  convoy,  fe- 
cure  and  unmoleiled. 

Mr.  Fox  now  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  to  the  fifth 
and  laft  charge;  the  recent  failure 
of  the  expedition  under  Admiral 
Kempenfelt.  It  appeared  from 
the  papers  on  the  tablej  that  for 
feveral  weeks  before  the  failing 
of  the  French  fleet,  the  board  of 
Admiralty  had  been  in  the  courfe 
of  receiving  regular  intelligence 
W  of 
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of  its  equipment;  and  though  its 
force  was  varioufly  reprefented,  at 
different  times,  vet  it  was  evident, 
that  1 8  or  20  fail  of  the  line  were 
in  readinefs  to  put  to  fea.  The 
convoy,  which  confifled  chiefly  of 
traufports,  with  troops  and  military 
llores,  was  faid  to  be  one  of  the 
moft  valuable  and  important  that 
had  ever  left  France ;  and  it  was 
therefore  natural  to  fuppofe,  that 
they  would  exert  their  utmoft 
iirength  for  its  fecurity. 

To  intercept  this  armament  was 
an    objedl,    the   fucceGfol    accom- 
plifhment   of  which,   undoubtedly, 
l^ood  the  foremoft  of  any  that  had 
been    attempted    fmce     the    com- 
mencement of  the  war.     Not  only 
the  dominion  of  the  fea  at  home, 
but  the  very  exiftence  of  the  fleets 
and  armies  of  the  enemy  abroad, 
depended  on  it.     Mr.  Fox,  there- 
fore, declared,  that  he  confidered 
the     expedition     under     Admiral 
Kempenfelt   as    the  only  judicious 
meafure    that    had    been    adopted 
during    the    war;    and   he    fhould 
have  thought  it  juftiiiable,  even  if 
he  had  been  obliged  to  fail  with  a 
fmaller  force  ;  but  he  had  fcarcely 
fuftered   his   mind    to   entertain   a 
doubt,     that    the    Admiralty    had 
not  fent  out  every  fhip  that  could 
poflibly  be  fpared  for  that  fervice. 
With   what  ailonilliment  then  and 
indignation   would   the    committee 
learn,  that  at  the  time  when  Ad- 
miral Kempenfelt  failed  witli  only 
12    fhips   of  the   line,   under   cir- 
tumflances  of  the   greateft  proba- 
bility that  he  would  have  to   en- 
counter at  leaft   i8,  above  20  Eri- 
lilh   fhips   (including  the  fquadron 
in    the    Downs,   which    was    kept 
for  the  paltry  purpofc  of  diltrefling 
the  Dutch  trade)   were  abfolutely 
uncmploved,    and    yet    in     every 


refpedl  fit  for  the  fervice  required. 
Such  conduft,  he  muft  again  re- 
peat, bore  an  air  of  treachery  and 
premeditated  negleft. 

After  a  few  general  obfervations^ 
on  the  nature  of  the  charges  he 
had  brought  forward,  and  the  ir- 
refragable evidence  by  which  they 
v/ere  fupported,  Mr.  Fox  con- 
cluded with  moving  the  follow- 
ing refolution  :  "  That  it  is  the 
*'  opinion  of  this  committee,  that 
"  there  has  been  grofs  mifmanage- 
"  ment  in  the  adminiltration  of 
"  the  naval  affairs  of  Great  Britain, 
"  during  the  courfe  of  the  year 
«   1781." 

The  defence  of  the  Earl  of 
Sandwich  was  undertaken  by 
Lord  Mulgrave,  who  began  with 
cautioning  the  committee  againft 
the  effeds  of  haily  prejudices,  and 
party  fpiri:.  The  charafter,  the 
honour,  and  perhaps  the  fortune 
of  an  individual,  were  at  {lake ; 
an  old  and  faithful  fervant  of  the 
crown  was  accufed  of  negligence, 
incapacity,  and  even  treachery ;  he 
had,  therefore,  a  right  to  claim 
the  impartial  judgment  of  every 
member  of  the  committee,  unbi- 
affed  by  any  political  confideration 
whatever. 

He  faid,  the  committee  would 
not  expeft  that  he  fhould  follow 
the  honourable  gentleman  through 
the  various  charges  of  mifconduft 
imputed  to  the  board  of  admi- 
ralty, previous  to  the  year  178 1  ; 
(charges  fo  frequently  difcuflcd  in 
that  hcule,  and,  in  his  opinion, 
fo  fully  refuted)  and  the  more 
efpecially,  as  he  had  voluntarily 
chcicn  to  exempt  that  period  of 
the  noble  earl's  adminiltration  from 
the  vote  of  cenfure,  which  he  had 
juft  propofed  for  their  confider- 
aiion :     whether     this    had    arifea 

from 
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from  the  tender  mercy  of  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  or  his  con- 
viclion  that  the  charges  were  weak 
and  groundlefs,  he  left  the  com- 
mittee to  determine. 

Lord  Mulgravc  then  proceeded 
to  anfvver  the  feveral  charges  in 
the  order  in  which  they  had  been 
made>  having  firft  remarked,  that 
with  refpeft  to  ftationing  frigates 
off  Breft,  little  or  no  information 
of  any  confequence  could  be  ob- 
tained by  that  means.  It  vvoUld 
be  necellary  for  the  frigates  or- 
dered on  that  fervice  to  pafs  by 
Ufhant,  in  which  cafe,  figrials 
would  immediately  be  made  along 
the  coall,  and  ihips  would,  confe- 
quently,  be  fent  out  to  drive  them 
away. 

In  anfwer  to  the  firft  charge,  he 
obferved,  that  the  relief  of  Gibral- 
tar was  eagerly  looked  for  by  the 
whole  nation,  and  that  it  appeared 
from  the  papers  on  the  table,  to 
have  been  the  intention  of  the 
Spaniards  to  meet  and  fight  us 
there.  The  Spanifh  fleet  was 
dcfcribed  as  arhounting  from  30 
to  36  fail  of  the  line,  exclufive 
of  a  great  number  of  frigates, 
ahd  18  firefhipsj  and  it  was 
therefore  neceffary,  either  to  keep 
together  a  force  fufficiem  to  re- 
fill this  formidable  armament,  or 
to  rifle  the  lofs  of  Gibraltar. 
The  chance  of  intercepting  M. 
de  Grafle,  was  at  bell  very  un- 
certain; but  even  if  the  attempt 
had  been  crowned  with  all  the 
fucccfs  that  could  have  been 
cXpcAed  from  it,  our  fleet  would 
jnoft  probably  naVe  AifFe-ed  fo 
much  in  the  ad^ion,  as  might  have 
rendered  it  unable  to  effed  the  re- 
lii'f  of  Gibraltar.  On  the  one  hand, 
therefore,  a  great  national  objcd 
iHull,  at  all  events,  have  been  fa- 


crificed,  whilft  the  mere  probability 
of  falling  in  with  the  French  fleet 
was  oppoled  to  it  on  the  other. 

In  anfwer  to  the  fecond  charge, 
the  lofs  of  the  St.  Euftatiu;  convoy. 
Lord  Mulgrave  obferved,  that  it 
clearly  appeared,  from  the  intelli- 
gence contained  in  the  papers  on 
the  table,  that  there  were  Itronger 
reafons  for  imagining  M.  de  la 
Moite  Piquet  was  bocind  for  Ame- 
rica, than  for  the  cruize,  in  which 
he  had  been  but  too  fuccefsful.  He 
denied  that  there  were  any  fliips 
fit  for  fervice,  that  could  have  been 
fpared  for  the  protcdlion  of  the 
convoy ;  and  to  the  ridicule  that 
had  been  thrown  on  the  meafure  of 
fending  to  Admiral  Darby,  a  week 
after  the  capture,  he  defired  the 
committee  to  recollei^  that,  in  con- 
fequence of  this  ftep,  the  admiral 
had  very  nearly  recaptured  the 
convoy ;  a  fliip  of  each  (quadroti 
having  had,  one  night,  a  iharp  en- 
gagement. 

The  third  article,  under  which 
a  criminal  charge  of  treachery  had 
been  fo  ftrongly  imputed,  related  to 
the  letter  fent  to  the  Mayor  of  Brif- 
tol.  A  plain  ftate  of  the  grounds 
on  which  the  admiralty  proceeded 
in  that  bufmcfs,  would,  he  trulted, 
be  a  full  vindication  of  their  con- 
dud.  In  the  firll  place,  the  intelli- 
gence given  by  the  Swedilh  veirel> 
was  diredly  contradidcd  by  the 
whole  tenor  of  the  information  they 
had  received  from  Spain;  this, 
therefore^  was  a  fuScient  reafon  for 
their  not  giving  implicit  credit  to 
that  ftory.  But,  in  the  next  place, 
on  a  fuppofition  that  the  mailer  of 
the  brig  had  not  deflgncd  to  im- 
pofe  upon  Admiral  Darby,  the 
admir.ihy  could  readily  account 
for  the  hlips  he  had  feen,  withuuC 
concluding   them  to  b«   tlxe  com- 

II]  s  binid 


164]      ANNUAL    REGISTER,    i-j^i. 


bincd  fleet:  a  large  convoy  cf  ico 
fail  of  tranfports,  were  about  that 
time  to  fail  from  the  I  fie  of  Rhe, 
and  might,  very  probably,  have 
been  in  the  latitude,  mentioned  in 
the  journal  of  the  Swede.  With 
refpecl  to  a  circumrtance  mentioned 
in  the  letter,  that  Admiral  Darby 
had  put  into  Torbay,  to  water,  the 
admiralty,  in  his  opinion,  deferved 
no  blame  on  t'»at  account  j  becaufe, 
in  the  firll:  place,  he  did  not  think 
it  neceffary  that  the  iVIayor  of 
Eriftol  Ihould  be  made  acquainted 
with  the  reafons  of  our  manoeuvres 
at  fea;  and  fccondly,  becaufe  Ad- 
miral Darby  had  faid  in  one  of 
his  letters,  that  he  meant  to  put 
to  fea  again,  v.'ith  the  rirft  fair 
wind< 

In  anf'.ver  to  the  fourth  charge, 
the  reafon  afiigned,  why  Admiral 
Parker  was  not  Rationed  off  the 
Texel,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
Dutch  from  Handing  out  to  fea, 
was  this ;  that  he  was  obliged  to 
proteft  two  large  and  valuable 
convoys,  the  one  outward,  and  the 
other  homeward  bound.  With  re- 
fpecl  to  the  Sanipfon,  the  impoffi- 
bUity  of  fending  her  in.ftantly  to 
join  Admiral  Parker,  without  know- 
ing exadtly  where  that  officer  at 
the  time  was  cruiaing,  would,  he 
trailed,  be  thought  a  fufficicnt  an- 
fwer  to  all  the  bitter  inveclives  that 
had  been  fo  liberally  dealt  out,  on 
that  fubjeft,  by  the  honourable  gen-  . 
tleman. 

With  refpe'51  to  the  fifth  charge, 
it  was  urged,  that  the  board  of 
admiralty  had  the  ftrorfgeft  reafon 
to  fuppofe,  that  the  French  fleet, 
defdned  for  the  Wefl-Indies,  un- 
der the  command  of  M.  de  Gui- 
chen,  would  not  have  exceeded 
13  fail  of  the  line  j  nay,   it  wa? 


highly  probable,  that  this  had  ac^ 
tually  been  the  cafe,  and  that  the 
rell  had  been  difpatched  after  them, 
in  confequence  of  intelligence  that 
Admiral  Kempenfelt  was  out  at 
fea.  It  was  denied  that  we  had  at 
this  time  any  other  fnips  ready  for 
fervice,  except  thofe  that  were  un- 
der orders  to  fail  with  Sir  George 
Rodney;  and  Lord  Tvlulgrave  gave 
it  as  his  decided  opinion,  that  to 
have  detached  this  fqaadrcn  in  pur- 
fuit  of  the  Breft  fleet,  would  have 
been  a  dangerous,  and  might  have 
proved  a  fatal  meafure. 

As  foon  as  Lord  Mulgrave  had 
concluded  his  defence  cf  the  beard 
of  admiralty.  Lord  Howe  got  up, 
and,  in  a  long  fpeech,  expreffed 
his  concurrence  in  mofl:  of  the 
opinions  adopted  by  the  honour- 
able member  who  had  opened  the 
debate.  He  infilled  ftrongly  on 
the  important  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  having  frigates  fta- 
tioned  off  Brefl ;  he  agreed  with 
Mr.  Fox,  that  the  taking  pofleflion 
of  the  Texel,  would  have  proved 
a  mafcer-ftroke,  had  it  been  car- 
ried into  execution,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  hoflilities ;  and 
condemed,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms, 
the  coi;du£l  of  the  admiralty, 
throughout  the  whole  affair  of 
Admiral  Kempenfelt's  expedition. 
Ke  declared  it  to  be  his  opinion, 
that  the  early  intelligence  they 
had  received  of  the  defigns  of  the 
enemy,  left  them  without  excufe, 
for  not  having  prepLired  a  force 
fufricieHt  to  counteraiSt  them.  He 
allied,  why  Sir  George  Rodney 
had  not  been  fent  out  along  with 
Admiral  Kempenfelt  ?  His  fqua- 
dron  was  allowed  to  have  been 
fit  for  fervice ;  and  he  might  un- 
doubtedly have  ferved  his  country 

as 
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as  eiTe(n;'jalIy  ofF  Breft,  as  in  the  "  honour  of  this  houfe,  that  any- 
Well:  Indies.  Not  only  the  fate  "  perfon  labouring  under  the  cen- 
of  the  Weft-India  illands,  but,  "  fure  of  a  court-martial,  as  con- 
perhaps,  the  whole  future  fortune  "  lained  in  the  fallowing  fentence, 
of  the  war  might  have  been  de-  [Here  the  fenteiice  on  Lord  Geo. 
cided,  almoft  without  a  riik,  in  the  Sackville  was  recited]  *'  wliich 
Bay  of  Bifcay.  "  fentence  his  Majerty  was  pleafed 

After  a  long  debate,  which  was  "  to    confirm,   and    the    following 

concluded   by  Mr.    Fox,  in   a    fe-  "  public    orders    were    given   out, 

cond  fpeech    of   great  length,  the  "  in    confequence    thereof,    [Here 

committee     divided,    when     there  the    public    orders    were    lik-r.vife 

appeared    for    the   quellion,    183;  recited]   "  fhould  be   recommend- 

againft  it,  205.  "  ed  to  the  crown,  to  be  raifeJ  to 

Whilil  the  conduft  of  the  firft  "  the  dignity  of  a  peerage.* 
lord  of  the  admiralty  was  under-  The  debate  was  neither  long 
going  this  fevere  fcrutiny  in  the  nor  interclHng  :  the  motion  was 
Houfe  of  Commons,  a  more  per-  objected  to,  as  a  violent  encroach- 
fonal  attack  was  made  in  the  Houfe  ment  on  the  rights  of  the  cro^vn, 
of  Lords,  upon  another  of  his  and,  on  that  ground,  the  queftion 
majefty's  miniftcrs.  A  ftrong  re-  of  adjournment  was  put,  and  car- 
port had,  for  fome  days  pall,  pre-  ried,  by  75  contents,  including 
vailed,  that  in  confequence,  as  14.  proxies,  againi't  28  not  con- 
was  generally  fuppofed,  of  fome  tents,  including  z  proxies, 
difference  in  opinion  with  the  rell  On  the  i8th,  the  Lord  Vifcoont 
of  the  cabinet,  relative  to  the  Sackville  having,  in  the  m^an 
change  of  meafures,  which  the  time,  taken  his  feat  amongft  the 
court  found  itfelf  under  the  ne-  peers,  the  Marquis  of  Carmar- 
ceffity  of  adopting,  with  refpedt  to  then  brought  the  fame  qjeilion 
the  American  war,  the  fecretary  ag^ain  before  the  houfe,  in  a  mo- 
of  (late  for  the  Plantations,  was  tion  exprefied  nearly  in  the  fame 
to  refjgn  his  cmploymentj  and,  as  words  with  the  former.  The  mif- 
a  mark  of  the  royal  approbation  conllru(ftion  that  had  been  put  on 
of  his  minillerial  conduct,  to  be  the  motion  for  adjourning  en  the 
advanced  to  the  peerage.  former  day,  was  given  by  minillers 

On  the  ground  of  this  report,  as  the  rcafon  for  their  refolving 
the  Marquis  of  Carmarthen,  after  to  meet  the  quellion  on  its  own 
a  (hort  fpeech,  in  which  he  en-  proper  merits,  and  giving  it  a 
deavoured  to  obviate  the  ob-  direft  negative.  The  debate, 
jeSlions,  to  vyhich  he  forefaw  his  notwithftanding  the  fmgular  de- 
motion would  be  liable,  from  its  Ucacy  of  the  circumftances  which 
appearing  to  trench  on  the  prero-  attended  it,  was  carried  on  with 
gative  of  the  crown,  and  to  <;lear  great  temper,  ar,d  yet  wit.,  no  lefs 
nimfelf  from  the  imputation  of  freedom.  The  noble  perfon,  who 
aiSling  on  any  political,  or  from  was  the  fubjecl  of  it,  flood  for- 
any  pcrfonal  or  invidious  motive  ward  the  firil  in  his  own  defence, 
whatever,  moved  the  following  After  calling  on  the  houfe  for 
refolution  :  their  candid   and  indulgent  atten- 

"  Thjt  it  is  derogatory  to  the  tion,  he   faid,  he  felt  himfelf  in  a 

[L]  3  particular 
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particular  manner  bound,  in  duty, 
to  defend  the  rights  of  the  crown, 
by  which  he  had  obtained  the  high 
privilege  of  a  voice  in  their  deli- 
berations, from  the  unprecedented 
attack  that  was  made  upon  them. 
To  beftow  honours  was  the  pecu- 
liar   and    indifputable    prerogative 
of  the  crown,  where  the   perfons 
upon    whom    thofe   honours    were 
bellowed,   were  competent   to   re- 
ceive   them.       Would    any    nobie 
lord  venture  to  maintain,  that  the 
fcntence  of  a  court-martial  could 
amount  to  a  legal  difqualification, 
from  acquiring    any  civil  capacity 
whatever  ?    This  would  be  to  make 
the  fword  fuperior  to  the  law,  and 
military  rule  to   fuperfede  the  ci- 
vil   jurifdiflion.      But    in    the   in- 
ftance  before  the  houfe,  the  attempt 
was  not  more  unconflitutional  than 
it  was  oppreffive  and  unjuft.     His 
lordlhip  reminded  the   houfe,  that 
the    fentence    referred    to    in    the 
motion,     had     palfed     three-and- 
twenty    years   ago,  under  circum- 
ilances  not  very  favourable  to  the 
impartiality,  or   the  equity,  of  the 
court    that   fat   upon    him.     Ae    a 
proof  of  the  juft  opinion  that  was 
•  entertained  of  the  violence  of  the 
proceedings   againll:   him,    he    had 
been  brought  into  oiFice  five  years 
afterwards,     and     called     to    the 
privy  council.     This  he  confidered 
as  a  virtual  repeal  of  the  fentence 
of  the  court-martiaL     And  would 
their  lordfhips,  under  fuch  circum- 
fiances,   at    this    diftance  of  time, 
and  without  having   the  whole  of 
the    cafe  before  them,  proceed  to 
annex  to  the  judgment  of  a  mili- 
tary court,  thg  fevereil  cenfure  of 
a  civil  court  of  judicature  ?      Ano- 
ther  material  objeftion  he  had  to 
the   motion,  was,  its  joining  with 
the  fentence  of  the  court-maitial- 


the  comment  which  the  executive 
power  had  taken  upon  itfelf  tp 
fuperadd,  as  an  additional  ground 
of  cenfure.  To  the  fentence  he; 
was  bound,  by  military  law,  to 
fubmit,  and  he  had  fubmitted ; 
but  would  any  man  contend  that 
he  ought  to  be  judged  by  an  arbi- 
trary comment,  which,  he  woulcj 
venture  to  fay,  went  infinitely 
beyond  the  fentence  ? 

In  fupport  of  the  motion,  it 
was  argued,  that  allowing,  in  its 
fullefl  extent,  the  prerogative  of 
the  crown,  the  houfe  was,  never- 
thelefs,  competent  to  cenfure 
thofe  who  advifed  his  Majefty  iri 
any  exerclfe  of  it,  that  was  de- 
rogatory to  their  own  honour  and 
dignity,  or  injurious  to  the  com- 
monweal. That  the  charadler  of 
the  houfe  would  futfer  from  the 
admiffion  of  a  perfon  labouring 
under  a  cenfure  fo  public  and  no- 
torious, would  not  admit  of  a  fe- 
rious  doubt.  Whether  the  fen- 
tence of  the  court  be  juft  or  unjufl, 
was  nothing  to  the  queflion,  fo 
long  as  it  remained  on  record, 
unimpeached  by  any  revifion.' 
The  dangerous  confequences  of 
the  meafure  to  the  public,  was 
proved  from  the  mifchievous  ef- 
feds  it  might  produce  on  the  dif- 
cipline  of  the  army ;  from  the 
impolicy  of  rewarding,  in  the 
prefent  conjunclure  of  affairs,  a, 
perfon  fo  deeply  concerned  in  the 
American  war  j  and  laftly,  from 
its  tendency  to  defeat  the  purpofes 
of  a  great  and  folemn  enquiry,  in 
which  the  conduft  of  that  noble 
perfon  might  '  appear  to  deferve 
the  fevrrelt  punilliment. 

Jn  reply  to  the  firft  of  thefe 
arguments,  it  was  faid,  that  the 
creation  of  a  peerage  was  not  al- 
ways a  queftion  of  Uate ;    and  that 

the 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE.       [167 


the  motion,  prefuming  it  to  be 
fuch,  encroached  fo  far  on  the 
prerogative  of  the  crown.  It  was 
well  knov/n,  that  fome  peerages 
then  exilling,  had  not  originally 
been  created  by  the  advice  of  any 
miniflers,  but  were  mere  afts  of 
the  fovereign.  In  anfwer  to  the 
other  arguments,  it  was  obfcrved, 
that  it  would  be  equally  dangerous 
for  that  hoafe  to  break  through 
the  limits  of  the  conftitution,  and 
to  tranfgrefs  the  rules  of  julHce 
and  equity,  merely  to  prei'ent  thofe 
mifcanllrudlions,  which  weak  or 
ill-dlfpofed  perfons  might  put  on 
any  raeafure  whatever. 

On  the  diviiion,  there  appeared 
contents  28;  not  contents,  93,  in- 
cluding proxies.  A  proteft  was  en- 
tered the  fame  day,  and  figned  by 
nine  lords,  in  which  the  meafure, 
that  had  been  the  fubjedl  of  the  de- 
bate, was  reprobated  in  the  llrongeft 
and  moft  pointed  terms. 

T.  u  .u  Mr.  Fox  now  brought 
Feb.  20th.  ,,     f  ,\-      u  P 

the  lame  queltion  before 

the  houfe,  which  he  had  already 
moved  in  a  committee,  relative  to 
the  adminillration  of  naval  affairs. 
This  flep,  he  faid,  he  had  been  in- 
xluced  to  take,  partiy  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  placing  on  the  journals  of 
the  houfe,  the  attempt  that  had 
been  made  to  refcue  the  nation 
from  the  fatal  councils  of  a  negli- 
gent and  incapable  minifter,  and 
the  great  and  refpedlable  minority 
by  which  it  had  been  fupported  ; 
and  partly  by  the  ftrong  hopes  of 
better  fuccefs,  which  he  could  not 
avoid  entertaining,  from  the  more 
numerous  attendance  he  faw  that 
day  in  the  houfe.  He  then  fig- 
nified  his  intentions,  in  cafe  the 
motion  Ihouid  pafs,  of  following 
it  by   another,  for  an   addrefs  to 


the  king,  to  remove  the  Earl  of 
Sandwich  from  his  councils  for 
ever. 

The  debate  was  protraSed  to  2 
late  hour;  moft  of  the  old  ground 
being  fought  over  again  by  the 
members  who  had  not  had  an  op- 
portunity of  delivering  their  fenti- 
ments  on  the  former  day.  Sir 
William  Dolben,  who  had  fup- 
ported  Mr.  Fox  in  the  committee, 
and  was  fuppofed  to  have  weight 
v/ith  thofe  members,  who  were 
called  country  gentlemen,  declared  his 
refolutlon  of  voting  againft  him, 
on  the  prefent  occafion,  on  account 
of  the  intimation  he  had  given  of 
his  defign  to  move  an  addrefs  for 
the  difmiflion  of  the  lirfl  lord  of 
the  admiralty.  This  he  thought 
by  far  too  hafty  and  precipitate 
a  proceeding.  Lord  Howe  alfo  de- 
clared, that  though  he  could  not, 
in  liono«r,  avoid  voting  for  the  re- 
folution  before  the  houfe,  yet  he 
fhould  certainly  be  againft  the  next 
ftep  propoied.  He  afked,  if  gen- 
tlemen were  provided  with  a  pro- 
per fucceffor,  who  would  aft  with 
the  prefent  fervants  of  the  crown  ? 
The  plan  of  the  enfuing  campaign 
was  alfo,  he  faid,  certainly  arranged, 
and  he  doubted  whether  at  fuch  a 
moment  it  would  be  fafe  to  over- 
turn the  aftual  adminiftration  of 
the  marine.  On  the  divifion,  the 
numbers  for  the  motion  were  2171 
againlHt  2^6. 

The  appointment  p  .  . 
of  Mr.  Welbore  El-  ^ 
lis  to  the  office  of  fecretary  of 
ftate  for  the  plantation  depart- 
ment, vacant  by  the  refignation 
of  Lord  Vifcount  Sackville,  and 
of  Lieutenant  General  Sir  Guy 
Carleton,  to  fucceed  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  gf  the  Forces  ia 
[L]  4  North 
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North  America,  having;  occafioned 
a  general  alarm  amongft  thofc,  who 
were  perfuadrd  that  there  ftill  ex- 
jlted  a  lecret  and  obrtinats  attach- 
iTient  in  the  court  to  the  prcfe- 
cution  of  the  war  againll  the  co- 
lonies, it  was  refolved.  to  make 
another  attempt  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  to  bind  up  the  hands 
of  the  executive  government  by  a 
fliong  and  explicit  declaration  of 
the  opinion  of  parliament.  With 
this  view.  General  Conway  mov- 
ed, that  an  addrefs  ftiould  be  pre- 
fentcd  to  his  majefty,  to  implore 
his  majefly  to  lifcdn  to  the  advice 
of  his  commons,  that  the  war  in 
America  might  no  longer  be  pur- 
dfaed,  for  the  i  in  practicable  pur- 
pofe  of  reducing  the  inhabitants 
of  that  country  to  obedience,  by 
force ;  2,nd  to  expreis  their  hopes, 
that  his  majefty's  define  to  reftore 
che  public  tranquillity  might  be 
forwarded,  and  made  efFedual,  by 
a  happy  reconciliation  with  the  re- 
volted colonies. 

The  debate  on  this  motion, 
laRed  till  two  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing. All  the  arguments  ufed  on 
iormer  occafions  were  recurred  to 
on  both  fides  the  hpufej  the  mi- 
r.iflers  continued  to  hold  the  fame 
vague  and  undetermined  language 
as  before ;  and,  en  the  divifion, 
there  appeared  for  the  addrefs, 
T93;  againllit,  194. 

The  event  of  this  divifion  was 
confidered,  by  oppofuion,  as  a 
complete  victory  over  the  minllter, 
en  the  fubjed  of  the  American 
war  ;  andj  as  a  majority  of  the  ab- 
fent  members  were  fuppofed  10 
coincide  in  opinion  with  the  for- 
iiier,  it  was  relolved  to  bring  the 
qaeilion  before  the  houfe  again, 
£he    firll:    opportunity.      Accord- 


ingly,   on    the    27th,    j,^j^        ,^ 
General  Conway  mov-  '    '     ■* 

ed  a  refolution,  the  fame  in  fub- 
ftance  with  that  wliich  had  been 
loil  before  the  holidays,  and  only- 
altered  in  the  mode  of  exprefiicn, 
in  compliance  with  the  orders  of 
the  houfe. 

He  introduced  his  motion  by 
a  moft  eloquent  and  animated 
fpcech,  in  which  he  combated  all 
the  objeftions,  that  had  been  urged 
on  former  occalions,  by  the  other 
fide  of  the  houfe. 

It  had  been  afTerted,  that  it 
was  unconfututioral  for  that  houfe 
to  interfere  with  its  advice  in  mat- 
ters which  fpecially  belong  to  the 
executive  branch  cf  govt-rnment. 
This  pofition  he  pofuively  con- 
demned both  as  repugnant  to  the 
fpirlt  of  the  conftitution,  and  to- 
tally unfupported  by  faft.  He 
proved,  from  a  regular  feries  of 
precedents,  down  from  the  reign 
of  Edward  the  Third,  to  the  ac- 
cefTio::  of  his  prefe.nt  majefty,  that 
parliament  had  always  been  in  the 
praflice  of  interpofing,  with  its 
advice,  in  matters  of  peace  and 
war,  of  treaties  and  alliances,  and 
even  in  the  marriages  cf  the  royal 
family.  Such  interference  had, 
indeed,  fometimes  been  repre- 
hended from  the  throne,  as  an  im- 
proper interijieddiing  in  llate  af- 
fairs •  hut  parliament:,  and  particu- 
larly that  houfe,  had  generally  made 
its  voice  to  be  heard  with  authority 
and  efre^ft. 

Another  objection  that  had  been 
made  to  the  motion,  was  its  be- 
ing vague,  :-s.d  oblcurely  worded. 
That  it  nearly  concerned  the  dig- 
nity of  the  houfe,  that  its  orders 
fnould  be  flrictly  and  punctually 
obeyed ;  and  therefore,  it  was  re- 

quifits, 
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quifite  they  fhould  be  exprefTed  in 
t.ie  moll  clear  and  intelligible 
manner.  It  had  likewife  been 
afferted,  that  it  could  not  yet  be 
decidedly  colletted,  from  any  of 
the  propofiiions  that  had  been 
fubmitted  to  the  houfe,  whether 
all  hoftilities,  in  America,  on 
our  fide,  were  to  ceafe  ;  or,  if 
war  was  ftill  to  exift,  what  kind 
of  military  operations  were  in- 
tended to  be  allowed. 

In  anfvvcr  to  thefe  remarks. 
General  Conway  cbfen'ed,  that 
the  words  he  had  adopted  in  the 
preftnt  motion,  "  ofFenfive  war," 
were,  to  military  perfcns,  at 
icafl-,  fuHiciently  defcriptive  of 
the  fpecies  of  hoftilities,  to  which 
the  motion  was  defigned  to  put  an 
end.  The  war  was  to  be  Itridly 
defenfive,  and  none  other ;  fuch 
a  war  as  General  Elliot  was  then 
waging  in  Gibraltar ;  fuch  a  war 
as  General  Murray  had  lately  car- 
ried on  in  Fort  St.  I'hilip.  The 
necefiity  of  tying  up  the  hands  of 
government  thus  clofely,  was  evi- 
dent, from  the  ingenuity  they  had 
fliewn  in  eluding  every  attempt 
that  had  been  made  to  bind  them, 
by  fome  explicit  declaration  of 
their  own.  As  fuon  as  it  was  per- 
ceived that  the  war  was  in  bad 
qdour  in  the  houfe,  and  that  it 
was  neceflary  to  quiet  the  alarm 
which  the  fpeech  from  the  throne 
had  excited,  they  were  brought, 
with  fome  difficulty,  to  intimate, 
that  holHlities  lliould  not  be  car- 
ried on  to  the /awe  extent  as  for- 
merly. This  r.ot  being  deemed 
fatisfaftory,  it  was  declared,  that 
there  (hould  be  no  internal,  conti- 
nental ivar.  The  apprchenfions 
of  the  public  being  rather  in- 
creaffd  than  dlminiilied,  by  thefe 
extorted  and  amh't>uous  declara- 
tio;ii,  recuurfe  was   wzxx.  had  to  a 


'vjar  of  pcjls :  it  is  allowed,  on  all 
hands,  lay  they,  that  we  fhould 
keep  what  we  ftill  po{r:?fs ;  and, 
certairvly,  no  one  would  objeft  to 
the  changing  of  our  fituation,  ^ 
another  (hould  be  thought  more 
advantageous,  or  more  tenable. 
When  it  was  urged,  that  a  war  of 
this  kind  would  fuhjeft  us  to  all 
the  ex  pence,  and  all  the  rifle  of 
ciFenfive  operations,  a  new  and 
curious  device  was  recurred  to, 
that  of  a  French  nvar  in  America ; 
the  invention,  as  it  feemed,  of 
the  newly  appointed  fecretary  of 
ftate.  The  American.5,  that  gen- 
tleman had  faid,  with  a  fort  of 
triumph,  are  fed,  cloathed,  and 
paid  by  France ;  they  are  led  on 
by  French  officers ;  the  French 
and  the  American  armies  are  in- 
corporated in  one;  it  was  not 
mere  locality  that  fhould  give  a 
name  to  a  war.  France  had  for- 
merly been  fought,  with  fuccefs, 
in  Germany,  and  he  faw  no  foKd 
obje(5tion  to  fighting  her  now  in 
America.  The  folly  and  mad- 
nefs  of  fuch  an  attempt.  General 
Conway  argued,  would  iniiantly 
appear,  from  what  had  already 
happened.  France,  with  5000 
troop's,  which  did  not  coft  her 
more  than  40I.  a  man,  a  year, 
was  carrying  on  the  war  again  It 
us,  and  even  with  fuccefs,  who. 
paid  for  73,000,  at  lool.  a  man 
expence  in  the  year. 

There  was,  he  faid,  a  fifth 
kind  of  war,  which  rumour  had 
bruited  to  be  in  the  contem- 
plation of  government,  a  war,  at 
the  very  mention  of  which  nature 
fhuddered  ;  he  meant  an  Indian. 
ivar.  A  new  officer,  under  the 
title  cf  Infpciflor  of  Indian  affairs^ 
had,  he  was  afTured,  been  latily 
appointed  ;  he  could  not  acquai  t 
the  huule    fur   what   purpofe,  but 

in 
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in  times  like  the  prefent,  he  could 
liarJly  think  it  was  meant  as  a 
iinectire.  This  circumllance,  add- 
ed to  a  declaration  he  had  heard 
from  one  of  his  niajefty's  fer- 
vants,  in  the  former  debate,  that 
«  we  mull  make  the  Americans 
"  feel  the  calamities  of  war,  in 
"  order  to  make  them  wifh  for 
"  peace,"  had,  he  rauil  confefs, 
giv;n  him  the  moft  ferious  and 
drcidft-l  apprehenfions. 

He,  lau'v,  cautioned  the  houfe 
againft  the  fallacy  of  an  argument 
that  had  been  urged,  with  great 
confidence,  from  the  other  fide  • 
Look,  fay  they,  at  the  array  elli- 
jnates,  and  you  will  find  un- 
c'jcilicnable  fecurity,  that  govern- 
jnent  does  not  mean  to  carry  on 
ofr'enGvc  war  in  America.  General 
Conway  remir.ded  the  houfe,  that 
thou?h  73,000 .  men  were  voted 
and  paid  for,  we  had  never  above 
halt  that  number  in  adual  fervice. 
Government  had,  therefore,  only  -.o 
complete  the  regiment?,  and  they 
would  have  more  men  in  America 
than  ever  they  had  before. 

The  modon  was  feconded  by 
Lord  Vifcount  Althorpe,  and  op- 
pofcd  by  Lord  North,  in  a  long 
and  able  reply.  He  objedled  to 
it  as  unneceffary,  after  the  affar- 
ances  that  had  been  given  by  go- 
vernment;  as  dangerous,  on  ac- 
count of  the  information  it  con- 
veyed to  our  enemies ;  as  impo- 
litic, becaufe  it  entirely  took  away 
from  the  executive  government 
the  ufs  of  its  difcretion  ;  as  tcnd- 
inp^  to  retard  rather  than  to  ad- 
vance the  attainment  of  peace, 
the  great  object  in  view  by  both 
ftdcs  of  the  houfe.  He,  therefore, 
could  only  confider  the  motion  as 
a  party  meafure,  and,  in  that 
light»  he   thought  it   uot  lefs  ex- 


ceptionable.    If,  faid  he,  the  houfe 
fufpedls   the   fmcerity   of  the   fcr- 
vants  of  the  crown,  if  they  have 
any  doubts  of  their  ability  or  in- 
tegrity, it  is  not  by  fuch  a  motion 
as   the  prefent  that  they  ought  to 
exprefs    their     fentiments ;       they 
ought  to  addrefs  the  crown  to   re- 
move thofe  mlnifters  in  whom  they 
could  not  place  confidence,  and  to 
appoint  others  in  whom  they  could 
confide.     A  miniflcr,  he  faid,  ought 
no  longer  to  continue   a  minilter, 
after    he    was    fufpedled    by    that 
houfe.      He  (hould  be  like  Casfar's 
wife,    not    only    free    from    guilt, 
but  even  from    fufpicion.     If,   in- 
deed,  the  houfe  fhouid  (hew  that 
they    had    withdrawn   their    confi- 
dence  from   him,  it  would  be  his 
duty,  without  waiting    for  an    ad- 
drefs for  his  removal,  to  wait  upon 
his   fovereign,  and,   delivering    up 
the  feals  of  his  orfice,  fay  to  him, 
"  Sir,    I     have    long    ferved    you 
**  with    diligence,    with    zeal,  aed 
"  with    fidehty,    but    fuccefs    has 
"  not    crowned    my    endeavours ; 
"  your     parliament     have     with- 
"  drawn     from    me    their    confi- 
"  dence ;  all     my    declarations    to 
"  them   are    lufpedted ;    therefore, 
"  Sir,  let  me   refign  to  you  thofe 
"  employments,    wnich    I     ought 
"  not  to  keep   longer  than  I  csn 
"  be  ferviceable  to   your  Majefty, 
"  and  your  fubjedls." 

Lord  North  was  followed  by  the 
Attorney-General,  who  obferved, 
that  there  were  many  more  ob- 
ft^cles  to  be  removed,  in  order  to 
treat  of  peace  with  the  Ameri- 
cans, than  the  houfe  feemed  to  be 
aware  of.  At  that  nioment,  fe- 
veral  afts  of  parliament  were  in 
exiltence,  which  would  prove  in- 
fuperablc  bars  to  fuch  an  attempt. 
He   therefore   fliould   recommend. 
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aa  the  firft  necefTdry  ftep,  a  truce ; 
(during  the  continuance  of  which, 
the  enmity,  occafioned  by  the  vio- 
lence of  the  conteft,  rnight  fub- 
ftde  ;  and  each  party,  being  at  lei- 
fure  to  confult  their  real  intereltj, 
might  accede  to  terms  of  peace, 
which,  having  undergone  a  flow 
and  temperate  difcuflion,  might 
prove  more  honourable  and  advan- 
tageous, as  well  as  m.ore  likely  to 
ifecure  a  permanent  union,  than 
thofe  refalting  from  fudden  over- 
tures, and  fudden  acquiefcence.  He 
declared  his  intentions  of  bringing 
In  a  bill,  with  the  permiHion  of  the 
houfe,  for  thefe  purpofes,  and  he 
ifhould  therefore  move,  *'  that  the 
f*  prefent  debate  be  adjourned, 
f*  until  Wednefday,  the  thirteenth 
**  of  the  enfuing  month  of 
?*  March." 

Several  other  members  took  a 
part  in  the  debate,  which  again 
continued  till  near  two  o'clock, 
when,  though  the  propofition  of 
^he  Attorney  was  fuppoled  to  have 
brought  over  a  few  irrefolute  votes 
to  the  fide  of  the  miniiter,  there 
appeared,  for  the  adjourruncnt, 
only  215;  againft  it,  234;  ex- 
clufiTe  of  the  two  tellers  on  each 
ifide.  The  number  of  thofe  who 
were  prefent  at  the  beginning  of 
the  debate,  but  had  paired  off  in 
the  courfe  of  the  evening,  were 
faid  to  have  amounted  to  14. 
The  original  queftion,  and  an 
addrefs  to  the  king,  formed  upon 
the  refolution,  were  then  carried 
without  a  divifion,  and  the  addrefs 
was  ordered  to  be  prefented  by  the 
whole  houfe. 

On  the  Monday  following,  his 
majelty's  anfwer  was  reported  to 
the  houfe;  in  which  he  ail'urts 
them,  "  that  in  purfuance  of  their 
<f  advice,    he     (liould    take    fuch 


"  meafures  as  fliould  appear  to 
"  him  to  be  moft  conducive  to 
"  the  re  flora tion  of  harmony, 
"  between  Great-Britain  and  the 
"  revolted  colonies;  and  that  his 
"  efforts  fhould  be  diredled,  in  the 
"  moft  efFeftual  manner,  againfl 
"  our  European  enemies,  till  fuch 
"  a  peace  could  be  obtained,  as 
"  fhould  confift  wi.h  the  intereft 
"  and  permanent  welfare  of  his 
"  kingdoms." 

The  thanks  of  the  houfe  being 
unanimoufly  voted  to  the  king, 
for  his  gracious  anfwer.  General 
Conway  rofe  again,  and,  after 
expreffing  his  concern  at  having 
been  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of 
trefpaffing  fo  frequently,  of  late, 
on  the  patience  of  the  houfe, 
moved  another  refolution,  to  the 
following  effedl ;  "  that  the  houfe 
"  would  confider  as  enemies  to 
"  his  majefty,  and  the  country, 
"  all  thofe  who  fhould  advife,  or 
"  by  any  means  attempt,  the  fur- 
"  ther  profecution  of  offenfive  war, 
"  oft  the  continent  of  North  Ame- 
"  rica,  for  the  purpofe  of  reducing 
"  the  revolted  colonies  to  obedience 
''  by  force." 

The  necefTity  of  this  meafure, 
in  order  to  fecure  and  render  per- 
manent to  the  nation,  the  bene- 
ficial confequences  of  their  former 
refolution,  had  arifen,  he  faid^ 
from  two  circumflances.  The 
HtH  was,  that  minillers  had  de- 
clared, that  though  they  fhould 
think  themfelves  bound  to  comply 
with  the  fenfe  of  the  majority  of 
that  houfe,  yet  they  flill  retained 
their  former  fentiments,  refpeft- 
ing  the  want  of  wifdom  and  po- 
licy in  the  meafures  recommended. 
The  unwilling  obedience  of  per- 
fons,  who  could  bring  themlelves 
to  aft  in  dircft  oppofition  to  their 
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own  judgincnt,  he  thought  could 
not  be  too  ilrongly  fccured.  The 
acivver  they  had  advifed  his  ma- 
jefcy  to  return  to  the  addrefs  of 
that  hcufe,  was  another  circum- 
ftance,  affording  juft  ground  of 
jeajoufy  and  diftruit.  In  that 
anfwer,  all  reference  to  the  pro- 
fecution  of  ofTenfive  war  was  cau- 
tloufly  avoided ;  the  houfe  was 
iiformed,  in  general  terms,  that 
he  (hcuid  take  fuch  meafures,  as 
night  appear  to  him  mofi:  con- 
ducive to  the.  reftoration  of  peace  ; 
but  the  houfe  had  no  reafon  to 
fuppofe,  but  that  a  more  vigorous 
.  profccution  of  the  war  might  be 
deemed  one  of  thefc  conducive 
meafares.  Tiie  motion,  after  a 
feeble  oppofuion  from  government, 
was  at  length  fufFered  to  pafs,  with- 
out a  divifion. 

Thefe  refoiutions  were  received 
by  the  public  with  general  de- 
isonflrations  of  joy ;  in  the  midft 
of  which,  the  rare  fortune  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  who 
took  the  lead  in  this  bufinels,  was 
much  envied  and  admired,  in 
having  thus,  a  fecond  time,  given 
peace  to  America,  and  happily 
pat  a  flop  to  ihe  alarming  progrefs 
of  thofe  dreadful  calamities,  which 
he  had  before,  but  unfortunately 
in  vain,  fhewu  the  way  to  pre- 
'  vent. 

Whilft  thefe  great 
and  important  quef- 
%ions  were  agitating  in  the  Com- 
mons Houfe,  the  conduft  of  go- 
vernment, with  refpecl  to  the  late 
campaign  in  Nor;h- America,  un- 
derwent a  flrift  and  fevere  fcru- 
tiny,  in  a  committee  of  the  lords. 
After  feveral  intermediate  de- 
bates, which  chiefly  turned  on  the 
propriety  of  producing  certain 
papers  and  docurawnis  from  the 
■^  8 
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public  offices,  the  bufinefo  was. 
at  length,  brought  to  a  conc^xufion, 
on  a  motion  by  the  Duke  of  Chan- 
dos,  "  that  it  was  the  opinion  of 
"  the  committee,  that  the  imrae- 
"  diate  caufe  of  the  capture  of  the 
"  army  under  Earl  Cornwallis,  ia 
"  Virginia,  appeared  to  be  the 
"  want  of  a  fufficient  naval  force, 
"  to  cover  and  protcft  the  fame." 
This  motion  was  negatived,  by  a 
majority  of  72  to  37. 

The   manly    and    p/ablic-fpirited 
language    held    by  the   minifter  in 
the  debate  of  the  27th  of  February, 
had   raifed  a    general   expeflation, 
that    the    lofs  of  the  queftlon    on 
that     day,     and      the     fubfequent 
meafures    of  the    4th   of    March, 
would   have   been    followed  by  his 
immediate     refignation.       It     can 
fcarcely    be    doubted,     from     the 
daily    mortifications   to  which    his 
continuance  in  office  expofed  him, 
and   the  extreme  iuiprobability  of 
his  being  able  to  regain  the  ground 
he  had  loft,  but   that  this   would 
have    been  the    cafe,    had    he   not 
been  induced,  by   other   caufes,  to 
acl  contrary  both  to  his   principle 
and    inclioation.      The    crifis    was 
dcubilcfs,    in    the    utmoft    degree, 
alarming   to    the    court.      Had    a 
mere  pcrfonal  change  of  minifters 
been  the  point  at  iffue,  it  is  pro- 
bable, that  little    ceremony  would 
have  been   ufed    in  gratifying   the 
wifhes  of  parliament.'     Eut  it  was 
well    underilood,    that    a  complete 
revolution    in    the    internal    policy 
of  government,  would  bs  the  ine- 
vitable   confequence    of    their    re- 
moval; a   revolution   not   lefs   im- 
portant   in     its     effefts,    nor   lefs 
dreaded   by    the   court,    than    any 
other    which  the  nation   had    be- 
fore experienced. 

It  was  therefore  very  generally 
fuppofedj 
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fuppofed,  that  the  noble  lord  at 
the  head  of  the  Treafuiy  was  pre  - 
vailed  on  to  continue  in  a  litua- 
tion,  that  was  neither  honourable 
to  himfelf,  nor  without  injury  to 
the  country,  till  every  means  were 
tried,  of  averting  what  was  con- 
fidered  as  the  mof];  dreadful  of 
evils.  The  obfcure  language 
which  he  held,  when  prefied  on 
that  ground  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  afforded  a  ftrong  pre- 
lumption  of  the  truth  of  this  fup- 
pofition.  He  declared,  at  dif- 
ferent limes,  that  he  kept  his  poll 
from  a  principle  of  gratitude,  and 
not  from  inclination ;  that  he  re- 
mained in  his  employment  to  pre- 
vent confuiion;  that  he  fhould 
quit  it  as  foon  as  he  could  retire 
with  honour;  but  that  p^^rticular 
circumllances  ftocd  in  the  way  at 
prefenf,  which  he  could  not  far- 
ther explain.  1:  was  to  no  pur- 
pofe,  that  the  indecency  of  his 
clinging  to  office,  under  the  cir- 
cumllances in  which  he  then  flood, 
and  after  the  declaration  he  had 
himfelf  made,  was,  day  after  day, 
urged  by  oppofition  with  an  un- 
ufual  degree  of  acrimony  ;  he  con- 
tented himfelf  with  retorting  on 
his  adverfaries  their  indecent  im- 
patience to  get  poflellion  of  his 
employ  iiients ;  and  with  defending 
himfelf  on  the  latter  part  of  the 
charge,  by  faying,  that  though 
parliament  had  interfered  by  its 
advice,  and  had  taken  a  flronger 
meafurc,  th.m  he  thought  necef- 
fary,  for  fccarii;g  obedience  to  it, 
yet  it  did  not  appear,  from  any 
vote  or  refolutlou  they  had  yet 
pafled,  that  the  houfe  had  totally 
withdrawn  its  confidence  from  tne 
prefent  adminillration. 

March  8th.         '^"  ^''"}^  ^}^.  "^^J" 
tcr  to  th:s   illue,  the 

following  refolations  were  moved  by 


Lord  John  Cavendilh,  and  fecond- 
ed  by  Mr.  Powys. 

"  That  it  appears  to  thiy 
"  houfe,  that  fince  the  year  1/75, 
"  upwards  of  one  hundred  rail- 
"  lions  of  money  have  been  ex- 
"  pendcd,  on  the  rrmy  and  na- 
"  vy,  in  a  fruitlcfs  war. 

"  That  it  appears  to  this 
"  houfe,  that  during  the  above 
••  period,  we  have  loll:  the  thir- 
"  teen  colonies  of  America, 
"  which  anciently  belonged  to 
"  the  crown  of  Grcat-Critain, 
"  (except  the  polls  of  New- York, 
"  Charles-Town,  and  Savannah) 
"■'*  the  newly  acquired  colony  of 
"  Florida,  many  of  our  valuable 
"  Well- India  and  other  iflands, 
"  and  thofe  tliat  remain  are  in 
"  the  moll  imminent  danger. 

•'  That  it  appears  to  thi-s 
"  houfe,  that  Great-Eritain  is  at 
••  prefent  engaged  in  an  cxpen- 
"  five  war  with  America,  France, 
"  Spain,  and  tiolianJ,  withoLit 
"  a  fingle  ally. 

"  That  it  appears  to  this 
"  houle,  that  the  chief  caufe  of 
♦*  all  thefe  misfortunes,  has  beea 
*'  the  want  of  forefight  and  ahi- 
"  lity  in  his  majefly's  ininiiters." 

I'he  debate,  as  far  as  related  to 
the  merits  of  the  queilion,  lay 
within  a  fmall  compaf;.  In  fup- 
poit  of  the  coucluf.CM  drawn  ia 
the  lall  refolucion,  (for  the  fads 
contained  in  the  three  lirll,  were 
admitted  on  all  fides)  it  was  ar- 
gued, in  the  firll  place,  that  a 
long  and  uninterrupted  ferics  of 
misfortune  and  difgrace  was  ia 
itfelf  a  fuHicient  proof  of  mifcon- 
du£l;  and  fecondiy,  that  the  fe- 
'  parate  mcafures  of  adminillration 
were  fo  ftrongly  marked  wi:li 
weukncfs  and  folly,  as  to  carry 
their  own  condemn?.tion  on  the 
face  of  them.     Or.  the  other  fid.'. 
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it  was  contended,  that  misfortune 
could  not  be  allowed  to  infer  mif- 
condud ;  and  tnat  even  granting 
this,  thofe  who  planned  meafures 
were  not  folely  refponfible  for 
them.  The  fault  might  be  in  the 
execution ;  and  theretore,  it  would 
ill  become  the  juftice  of  the  houfe, 
to  proceed  to  a  partial  cenfure, 
without  any  previous  hearing,  or 
enquiry. 

This  ground,  however,  appeared 
fo  weak,  even  to  the  friends  of 
adminiltration,  that  it  was  almoll 
entirely  deferted,  except  by  the 
miniflers  thenifelves,  and  the 
queftion  was  taken  up  with  great 
art  and  ingenuity  on  other  topics. 
It  was  faid,  that  the  motion  being 
intended  to  operate  as  a  vote  for 
the  r^^moval  of  the  prefent  mi- 
niilry,  the  houfe  would  do  well, 
before  it  adopted  fo  ferious  a  mea- 
fure,  to  take  a  view  of  the  prin- 
cipjes  and  opinions  of  thofe,  who 
moil  probably  would  be  their  fuc- 
cefTors.  It  was  afked,  if  the  houfe 
was  ready  to  vote  the  Inde- 
pendence of  America  ?  If  it  was 
prepared  to  new- model  the  confti- 
tution ;  to  alter  the  duration  of 
parliaments,  and  the  rights  of 
eledlion?  Would  it  be  willing  to 
give  up  its  exclufive  privilege  of 
framing  money-bills;  or  was  it 
curious  to  fee  the  effects  of  thofs 
latent  powers,  which  a  noble  earl 
had,  in  the  courfe  of  his  reading, 
difcovercd  to  exifl  in  the  Houfe  of 
Peers  }  Would  it  confer.t  to  a 
violation  of  the  national  faith  with 
the  crown,  by  adopting  a  cele- 
brated bill  of  reform  in  the  civil 
lift  expenditure  ? 

It  was  then  demanded,  whether 
that  harmony  and  concord  fub- 
fiiled  amongil  the  new  candidates 
for  power,  tiie  want  of  which  had 


been  fo  often  and  fo  vehemently 
urged  againft  the  prefent  admi- 
niltration ?  How  would  the  in- 
flexible fpirit  of  a  noble  earl,  wha* 
had  pledged  his  word  in  the  other 
houfe,  that  he  would  under  no 
circumflances  confent  to  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  colonies,  be 
brought  to  bend  to  the  opinion  of 
thofe  who  feemed  fo  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge it .''  The  fame  noble 
perfon  had  declared,  that  he  ftiould 
always  wifli  to  fee  the  king  his 
own  minifter;  a  doftrine  of  no 
trifling  political  importance,  and 
yet,  which  would  found  very  he- 
retical in  the  ears  of  moft  of  his 
friends,  on  the  oppoflte  flde  of 
the  houfe.  With  refpeft  to  the 
different  f<;fts  of  political  reform- 
ers, ihey  were  equally  numerous, 
and  more  at  variance  with  each 
other,  than  thofe  of  religion. 

Thefe  topics  were  urged  with 
great  eloquence  and  ability,  by 
Mr.  Adam  and  the  Lord  Advocate 
of  Scotland ;  the  latter  of  whom 
called  particularly  on  the  member 
for  Weftminfter  to  declare,  whe- 
ther, in  cafe  he  fliould  find  him- 
fclf,  when  minifter,  in  a  mino- 
rity, he  would  pay  that  deference 
to  the  opinion  of  the  houfe,  which 
he  had  fo  loudly  called  for  from 
the  noble  lord  ;  or  whether  he 
would  not  appeal  to  his  other  par- 
liament out  of  doors,  and  tell  them 
they  were  beti-aycd  by  their  re- 
prcfentatives.  It  nearly  concerned 
the  houfe,  he  faid,  to  have  thefe 
various  matters  well  and  tho- 
roughly underftood,  before  they 
proceeded  to  dlfcharge  the  pre- 
fent minifters  from  their  offices, 
and  throw  the  whole  government 
of  the  country  into  the  hands  of 
their  opponents. 

In  defence  of  his  principles  and 
condudk 
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conduft  againft  this  perfonal  at- 
tack, Mr,  Fox  obferved,  that  there 
was  a  material  difference  between 
a  private  member  appealing  to  his 
conftituents,  or  to  the  nation  at 
large,  whofe  agent  he  was  in 
parliament,  and  a  fervant  of  the 
crown,  holding  an  office  at  the 
will  of  the  king,  attempting  to  ap- 
peal to  them,  in  that  capacity, 
againft  parliament.  The  former 
he  Ihould  ftill  contend  was  in  the 
true  fpirit  of  the  conltitution ;  the 
latter,  he  (hould  as  explicitly  con- 
demn as  fubvcrfive  of  the  whole 
order  of  it. 

The  debate  lafted  till  pafl  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  the 
houfe  divided  on  the  order  of  the 
day,  which  had  been  moved  by 
the  fecretary  at  war,  and  which  was 
carried  by  a  majority  of  lo. 

TV-      ,        .  The   interval  be- 

March  i;th.     ^  ,         •   l  u 

^         tween     the     eighth 

and  the  fifteenth  was  generally 
fuppofed  to  have  been  employed 
in  various  unfuccefsful  attempts 
to  divide  the  party  in  oppofition. 
Or  the  latter  day,  a  motion  was 
made  by  Sir  John  Rous,  and  fe- 
conded  by  the  younger  Lord  Geo. 
Cavendilh,  in  which,  after  reciting 
the  fads  contained  in  the  refolutions 
moved  on  the  eighth,  it  was  pro- 
pofed  to  refolve,  that,  on  confidera- 
tion  thereof,  the  houfe  could  have 
no  farther  confidence  in  the  mi- 
nifters,  who  had  the  diredion  of 
public  affairs. 

In  the  dtbate,  the  neceflity  of 
feme  new  arrangement  in  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  public  affairs  was 
no  longer  denied;  but  the  im- 
policy, and  even  the  danger  of 
thr  winfT  the  country  entirely  into 
the  nands  of  any  party,  was  itill 
Itroi.gly  contended.  A  coalition 
was  loudly  called  for  by  many  mo- 


derate and  independent  members, 
and  the  propriety  of  leaving  the 
noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  trea- 
fury,  in  poflemon  cf  his  office,  till 
fuch  a  mealare  could  be  accom- 
plifhcd,  was  much  infilled  on.  Tne 
noble  lord  himfclf  was  obferved 
to  fpeak  with  confidcrable  emotion 
and  embarraffment,  to  which  the 
peculia.'-iLy  of  his  fituatlon,  and  the 
violent  perlonal  attacks  to  which 
it  expoied  him,  malt,  doubtlefs, 
have  much  contributed.  He  en- 
tered into  a  long  and  able  defence 
of  his  own  condufl,  after  wiiich, 
he  folemnly  declared  to  the  houfe» 
"  that  he  neitner  was,  nor  would 
"  be  any  obltacle  to  a  coalition 
"  of  parties,  or  to  the  formation 
"  of  any  new  adminirtration,  from 
"  which  he  might  be  totally  ex- 
«  eluded." 

On  the  other  fide,  it  was  urged, 
that  the  bait  of  a  coalition  had 
been  thrown  out  by  the  court 
merely  for  the  purpofe  of  delay, 
and  giving  room  for  intrigue  and 
cabal ;  and  that,  in  order  to  fe- 
cure  to  the  nation  the  advantages, 
which  it  was  now  univerfally  ad- 
mitted, would  arife  from  a  total 
change  in  the  pubic  councils,  it 
vyas  necfffary  not  to  relax,  for  a 
moment,  the  vigorous  purfuit  of 
fuch  mcafures,  as  could  not  fail 
of  being  fpeedily  crowned  with 
fuccels. 

On  this  occafion,  the  whole 
ftrength  of  both  parties  was  muf- 
tered.  Near  four  hundred  and 
eighty  members  were  faid  to  have 
been  prefent  in  the  houfe ;  and  on 
the  divifion,  the  qucftion  was  nega- 
tived by  a  majority  of  only  9. 

After  the  divifion,  notice  was 
given,  that  a  motion,  to  the  fame 
effcft,  would  be  made,  on  the  Wed- 
nefday  following. 

Oa 
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March  20th. 


On    that    day,   the 


houie  being  again  un 
commonly  crowded,  tlie  Earl  of 
Surrey  got  up  to  make  tlie  pro- 
niiied  inotion ;  but  L.ord  North  rif- 
ins;,  at  the  fame  time,  for  the  pnr- 
poVe  of  communicating  to  the  houfc 
fome  information,  which,  he  faid, 
might  make  any  farther  proceed- 
ing in  the  intended  bufmefs  unne- 
cell'ary,  and  would  require  an  ad- 
journment, great  diforder  and  con- 
fufion  enUied,  the  members  in  op- 
pofition  calling  out  violently  for 
"  Lord  Surrey,"  and  "  No  ad- 
"  journment."  As  foon  as  the 
houfe  was  reduced  to  order,  it  was 
moved,  "  that .  the  Earl  of  Surrey 
*'  be  now  heard,"  when  Lord 
North,  having  now  obtained  a  right 
to  fpeak  to  the  queilion,  obierved, 
that  had  he  been  fufFered  to  pro- 
ceed before,  he  believed  much  un- 
neceffary  heat  and  diforder  would 
have  been  prevented.  He  meant 
no  difrefpeft  to  the  noble  earl ; 
but  as  notice  had  been  given,  that 
the  cbjCt^  of  the  intended  motion 
was  the  removal  of  his  mnjefty's 
minillers,  he  meant  to  have  ac- 
quainted the  houfe,  that  fiich  a 
motion  was  become  unneceffary. 
He  could  affure  the  houfe,  with  cWi- 
thority,  that  the  prcfcnt  achnh::(i:-a- 
tion  nvas  no  more,  and  that  his  "iia- 
jefty  had  come  to  a  full  determina- 
tion of  changing  his  miiiiilci? ;  and 


it  was  for  the  purpofe  of  giving  tlie 
neceifary  time  for  new  arrange- 
ments, that  he  m.eant  to  have  moved 
for  an  adjournment. 

The  noble  lord  then  took  his 
leave  of  the  houfe  as  miniller,  by 
thanking  them  for  the  honourable 
fupport  they  had  given  him,  dur- 
ing fo  long  a  courfe  of  years,  and 
in  fo  many  trying  fituaiions.  He 
expreffed  his  grateful  fenfe  of  their 
great  partiality  towards  him  on 
all,  and  their  forbearance  on  many 
occafions.  A  fucceflbr  of  greater 
abilities,  of  better  judgment,  and 
more  qualified  for  his  fituation, 
he  faid,  was  eafy  to  be  found ; 
a  fucceiTor  more  zealoufly  attached 
to  the  interefts  of  his  country, 
more  anxious  to  promote  them, 
more  loyal  to  his  fovereign,  and 
mora  defirous  of  preferving  the 
conftltution  whole  and  entire,  he 
might  be  allowed  to  fay,  could 
not  fo  eafily  be  found.  He  con- 
cluded his  fpcech,  after  declaring 
that  he  did  not  mean  to  fhrink 
from  trial,  that  he  fhould  always 
be  prepared  to  meet  it,  that  he 
even  demanded  it  from  his  adver- 
faries,  with  moving  the  queilion  of 
adjournment. 

After  a  little  hefitation  on  the 
part  of  oppofuion,  it  was  agreed 
to  withdraw  the  firll  motion,  and 
to  adjourn  to  the  Monday  fol- 
io wine. 


CHAP. 
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VIII. 


^t-xu  Adminijlration  formed  under  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham.  Public 
meafures  jlipulated  for.  Recefs  of  parliatnent  during  the  Eafter  holidays, 
Debate  on  the  affairs  of  Ireland.  Meffage  frotn  the  king,  and  addrefs. 
Addrefs  from  the  Parliament  of  Ireland.  Repeal  of  the  ad  of  the  6th  of 
tjeo.  I.     Addrefs  of  thanks  frotn  the  Irijh  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  vote  of 

feamen.  Rei.vard  'voted  for  Mr.  Grattan.  Farther  proceedings  in  the 
Englijh  parliament.  Re^uenue  Officers  and  Contractors  Bills  pafs  both 
houfes.  Bill  of  reform  in  the  civil  lift  expenditure.  Bill  for  regulating 
the  office  of  P ay ttiafter -General  of  the  Forces.  Motion  for  refci'nding  the 
refolution  relati've  to  the  Middlefex  eledion  carried.  Motion  by  Mr. 
William  Pitt,  for  a  comtnittee  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  reprefentation. 
in  parliament,  reji£ied,  upon  a  divifon.  Refolutions  refpeding  Ex- 
chequer, and  other  offices.  Death  of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham^ 
"Changes  in  the  miniftry.     Debates  on  the  fubjeSl,  in  both  houfes.     Short 

Jiate  of  the  proceedings  on  the  Reports  of  the  India  Commiitee,      King's 

fpeech. 


DURING  the  adjournment 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
the  new  adminiitradon  was  formed 
iinder  the  aufpices  of  the  Marquis 
cif  Rockingham;  on  whofe  public 
principles,  and  private  honour  and 
virtuie,  the  nation  feemed  to  re- 
pofe,  after  the  violent  ftruggle  by 
Which  it  had  been  agitated,  with 
the  fecureft  and  mod  implicit  con- 
fidence. The  cabinet,  including 
himfelf,  as  firll  commiffidner  of 
the  treafuiy,  was  ccmpofed  of  the 
Earl  of  Shelburne  and  Mr.  Fox, 
\vho  were  appointed  fecretaries  of 
ftate ;  Lord  Camden,  prefident  of 
the  council;  Duke  of  Grafton, 
privy-feal ;  Lord  John  Cavendifn, 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer;  Ad- 
miral Keppcl,  who  was  alfo  creat- 
ed a  Vifcount,  firft  commiffioner 
of  the  admiralty ;  General  Con- 
way, commander  in  chief  of  the 
forces ;  Duke  of  Richmond,  maf- 
ter-general  of  the  ordnance;  Lord 
Thurlow,  who  was  continued  in 
his  office  of  lord  high  chancellor; 
Vol.  XXV. 


and  Mr.  Dunning,  created  Baroti 
Afhbarton,  and  made  chancellor  of 
the  dutchy  of  Lancafter. 

The  public  meafures,  for  which 
the  new  miniiler  was  faid  to  have 
ftipulated  with  the  court,  before 
he  would  confent  to  enter  into  any 
negociation  for  office,  were  thefe ; 
I.  Peace  with  the  Americans,  and 
the  acknowledgment  of  their  in- 
dependence not  to  be  a  bar  to  the 
attainment  of  that  objeft; — z.  A 
fubflantial  reform  in  the  feveral 
branches  of  the  civil  lift  expendi- 
ture, on  the  plan  propofed  by 
Mr.  Burke;— 3.  The  diminution 
of  the  influence  of  the  crown, 
under  which  article  the  bills  for 
excluding  contradlors  from  feats  in 
parliament,  and  difqualifying  the: 
rsvenue  officers  from  voting  in  th« 
eleftion  of  membersj  were  in- 
cluded. 

The  new  arrange-  ^^^^^^  ^g^j,^ 
ment      having     o^e.x\. 
announced   to  the   houfe,   and  the 
writs   moved   for    fach   gentle mea 
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as  had  vacated  their  feats,  by  ac- 
cepting offices,  the  houfe  adjourned, 
on  account  of  the  enfuing  holidays, 
without  proceeding   to  any    other 

bafinefs. 

April  8th.     ,  O"  '^^f.  ^'^'  ^^y  °f 
^  the    meeting    or    par- 

liament, after  the  recefs,  as  foon 
as  the  re-eledled  members  were 
fworn  in,  the  affairs  of  Ireland 
were  unexpedledly  brought  before 
the  houfe,  by  Mr.  Eden,  who, 
having  been  fecretary  to  the  Earl 
of  Carlifle,  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
that  country,  was  jull  arrived 
from  thence,  with  his  refignation 
of  the  Vice- royalty.  This  gen- 
tleman, after  taking  a  view  of 
the  political  hiftory  of  Ireland, 
during  the  two  laft  years,  ac- 
quainted the  houfe  with  the  mea- 
fures  wiiich  (he  faid)  were  then 
forming,  for  rendering  it  totally 
independent  of  the  Britilh  le- 
giflature ;  and  concluded,  with 
moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  repeal  fo  much  of  tiie  ad  of  the 
6th  of  Geo.  I.  as  aiTerced  a  right 
in  the  king  and  parliament  of 
Great- Britain,  to  make  laws  to 
bind  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

The  precipitation  with  which  a 
bufinefs  of  fuch  magnitude  and 
importance  was  thus  attempted  to 
be  forced  on  the  houfe,  without 
precious  communication  with  any 
of  his  majefty's  minifters,  or  know- 
ledge of  their  intentions,  was  fe- 
verely  cenfured,  and  the  more 
cfpecially,  as  it  appeared  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had 
refufed  to  give  any  oflicial  in- 
formation to  government,  relative 
to  the  ftate  of  the  country  he  had 
juft  left.  Mr.  Eden,  though 
loudly  called  on  to  withdraw  his 
motion,  perfifted  in  urging  its 
neceffity,  and,  in  vindication  of 
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his  own  condud,  ftated,  that  thu 
reafon  of  his  refufmg  to  have  any 
communication  with  his  majefty's 
prefent  lervants,  was  the  great 
want  of  attention  to  the  Earl  Of 
Carlifle,  which  they  had  (hewn  in 
the  mode  of  appointing  his  fuc- 
cefTor,  and  in  his  removal  from 
the  lord -lieutenancy  of  the  Eaft- 
riding  of  Yorkihire.  This  apo- 
logy ferved  ratner  to  increafe  the 
difpleafure  of  tne  houfe ;  a  mo- 
tion of  cenfure  on  his  conducl  was 
threatened,  and  it  was  with  great 
difficulty  he  was  at  laft  brought  to 
comply  with  the  general  wllb  of 
the  houfe,  in  withdrawing  his  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  Fox  informed  the  houfe. 
In  the  courfe  of  this  debate,  that 
the  minifters  of  the  crown,  during 
the  Ihort  time  they  had  been  in 
office,  had  adually  held  three  or 
four  councils,  folcly  on  the  affairs 
of  Ireland,  and  that  he  hoped 
very  foon,  perhaps  within  the 
next  four -and -twenty  hours,  to 
lay  fome  preparatory  meafure  be- 
fore them.— Accordingly,  on  the 
next  day,  he  brought  ^  .,  , 
a  meflage  from  his  r  y  • 
majefty,  to  inform  the  houfe, 
*-'  that  being  concerned  to  find 
"  difcontents  and  jealoulies  pre- 
"  vailing  amongfl  his  loyal  fub- 
"  jedts  in  Ireland,  on  matters  of 
"  great  weight  and  importance, 
"  he  earnefUy  recommended  to 
"  the  houfe  to  take  the  fame  into 
"  their  moft  ferious  conlideration,. 
•*  in  order  to  fuch  a  final  adjuft- 
"  ment,  as  might  give  mutual 
"  fatisfadlion  to  both  kingdoms.'* 
A  meffage  to  the  fame  effedl,  was 
delivered  to  the  lords,  the  firft  day 
of  their  jneeting,  and  addreffe? 
were  unanimoufly  voted  by  both 
houles. 
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It  being  the  declared  intention 
bf  adminiflration  to  proceed  in 
this  arduous  bufinefs,  in  concert 
with  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  a 
meflage,  conceived  in  the  fame 
terms  with  thofe  prefentcd  to  the 
Englifa  houfes,  was  fent  by  the 
Duke  of  Portland  (who  was  ap- 
pointed to  fucceed  Lord  Carllfle) 
;o  the  commons  of  that  kingdom, 
immediately  after  his  arrival  to 
take  apon  him  the  government. 

The  addrefs  to  the  King,  in 
«onfequence  of  this  mefTa^e  from 
the  lord-lieutenant,  was  moved 
by  Mr.  Grattan,  the  great  and 
eloquent  leader  of  the  popular 
party.  This  addrefs,  after  a  full 
and  explicit  aflertion  of  the  inde- 
pendent rights  of  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland,  proceeded  to  ftate  the 
caufes  of  thofe  jealoufics  and  dif- 
contents  which  had  arifen  in  that 
country;  viz.  the  aJl  of  the  fixth 
of  George  the  Firft ;  the  power  of 
fuppreffing  or  altering  bills  in  the 
privy  council;  and  the  perpetual 
mutiny  bill.  It  concluded  with 
expreffing  their  moft  fanguine  ex- 
pcdlations  from  his  majefty's  vir- 
tuous choice  of  a  chief  governor, 
and  their  great  confidence  in  the 
wife,  aufpicious  and  conftitutional 
counfels  which  they  had  the  fa- 
tisfadion  to  fee  his  majefty  had 
adopted. 

On  the  ground  of  this  addrefs, 
the  repeal  of  the  a£l  complained 
of,  was  moved  by  the  two  fecre- 
taries  of  ftate,  on  the  fame  day, 
(May  the  17th)  in  both  houfes  of 
the  Britifli  parliament.  The  other 
two  points  lying  between  the  par- 
liament of  Ireland  and  the  king, 
it  was  only  refolved,  in  the  Houfe 
of  CommoTifj  "  that  it  was  eflen- 
"  tially  necefiary  to  the  mutual 
''  happinels   of  the  two  countries, 


"  that  a  firm  and  folid  conneftion 
"  Ihould  be  forthwith  eftablilhed, 
"  by  the  confent  of  both,  and 
"  that  his  majefty  Ihould  be  re- 
*'  quefted  to  give  the  proper  direc- 
"  tions  for  promoting  the  fame." 

Thcfe  motions  pafled,  after  a 
fhort  converfation,  without  any 
oppcfition ;  and,  on  the  27th  of 
the  fame  month,  the  Duke  of 
Portland  went  in  ftate  to  the  Irilh 
Houfe  of  Peers,  and,  in  a  fpeecli 
to  both  houfes  of  parliament,  ac- 
quainted them  with  the  fteps  that 
had  been  taken  by  the  Eritifti  le- 
giftature,  in  compliance  with  their 
demands,  and  with  his  majefty's 
gracious  intentions  to  give  his 
aftent  to  ads  for  preventing  the 
fuppreffion  or  alteration  of  bills 
in  the  privy  council,  and  for  li- 
miting the  duration  of  the  mu- 
tiny aft  to  the  term  of  two  years. 
In  anfwer  to  this  fpeech,  a  fecond 
addrefs  to  the  king  was  agreed  on, 
by  both  houfes,  exprefting  their 
perfeft  fatisfaflion  in  the  mea- 
fures  propofed,  and  their  aiTur- 
ances,  that  as  foon  as  they  Should 
be  carried  into  efFed,  no  confti- 
tutional queftion  between  the  two 
countries  would  any  longer  cxift. 

In  return  for  this  liberal  pro- 
cedure of  the  Britifti  government, 
in  relinquifhing  its  claims  without 
any  ftipulation  or  condition  what- 
ever, the  parliament  of  Ireland 
immediately  voted  ico,ocol.  for 
the  purpofe  of  raifing  20,000  Iriftx 
feamen,  for  the  fervice  of  his 
majefty's  navy.  The  fum  of 
50,0001.  was  alfo  voted,  "  for 
**  purchafing  an  eftatc,  and  ereft- 
"  ing  a  manlion  thereon,  to  be 
"  fettled  on  Henry  Grattan,  Efq ; 
"  and  the  heirs  of  his  body,  as  a 
*'  teftimony  of  their  gratitude, 
"  for  the  unecjuallcd  benctits  con- 
[M]  2  «'  fared 
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"  ferred    by    him   en  that   king- 
"  dom." 

Whilft  meafures  were  thus  hap- 
pily purfuing,  for  refloring  order 
and  tranquillity  in  the  fifter  king- 
dom, adminiilration  was  not  lefs 
anxioufly  intent  on  maturing  and 
bringing  forward  thofe  plans  of 
ceconoiny  and  reform  aiion  at  home, 
for  the  execucion  of  which  they 
flood  pledged  to  the  public.  The 
bills  for  difqiialifying  revenue 
officers  from  voting  in  the  eledion 
of  members  of  parliament,  and 
for  rendering  confaftors  inca- 
pable of  fitting  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  palTcd  the  lower  houfe, 
after  a  feeble  oppofition.  In  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  they  were  more 
ftrenuoufly  combated,  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  the  Earl  of  Mansfield, 
and  other  lords  j  but  at  length 
were  carried  by  xeiy  large  majo- 
rities, and  received  the  royal 
affent. 

At  the  fame  time  that  thefe 
bills  were  in  their  progrefs,  the 
great  plan  of  reform  in  the  civil 
lift  expenditure  was  again  brought 
forwards  by  Mr.  Burke,  who, 
upon  the  recent  change  of  admi- 
niilration, had  been  appointed 
Pay-Mafter-General  of  the  Forces. 
This  important  objeft,  in  which  the 
principles  of  future  ceconomy  were 
combined  with  the  abolition  of 
an  enormous  weight  of  influence, 
in  both  houfes  of  parliament,  was 
Au  '1  th  ^"ti'oduced  by  a  mef- 
"  "  5  '  fage  from  the  king, 
in  which  he  recommends  to  the 
houfe,  "  the  confideration  of  an 
*•  effeftual  plan  of  ceconomy, 
*'  through  all  the  brs-nches  of 
"  the  public  exper.d:iture ;  and  ac- 
"  quaints  them,  that  he  had  taken 
*'  into  hl5  adual  confideration,  a 
♦'  reform   and    regulation    m   his 


"  civil  eftablifhment,  which  he 
"  would  fliortly  caufe  to  be  laid 
"  before  the  houfe,  aiid  defiring 
"  their  affiftance  towards  carry- 
"  ing  the  fame  more  fully  into 
"  execution.  He  declares  he  has 
•'  no  referve  with  his  people,  on 
"  whofe  arfeftions  he  refts  with  a 
"  fure  reliance,  as  the  bell  fup- 
"  port  of  the  true  honour  and 
"  dignity  of  his  crown  and  go- 
"  vernment." 

The  addrefs  was  moved  by  Mr. 
Burke,  and  feconded  by  Mr. 
Powys,  who  both  fpoke  with 
figns  of  great  emotion,  declaring 
themfelves  unable  to  give  ut- 
terance to  the  feelings,  which  fo 
happy  and  glorious  an  event  had 
excited.  The  papers  mentioned 
in  the  meffage,  were  not  laid  be- 
fore the  houfe  until  the  beginning 
of  May,  v/hen  Mr.  Burke  was 
called  to  the  chair  of  the  com- 
mittee, appointed  to  take  them 
into  confideration,  and  was  di- 
recled  to  move  the  houfe  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  enable  his 
majelly  to  pay  off  the  debt  on  his 
civil  lift,  to  prevent  the  like  in 
future,  and  to  carry  into  a  law  the 
retrenchments  which  his  majefty 
had  gracioufly  propofed  to  make 
in  his  houfehold. 

This  bill  being  a  part  of  that 
large  and  comprehenfive  plan  of 
regulation,  which  had  been  fub- 
mitted  to  parliament,  by  Mr. 
Burke,  two  years  before,  it  is 
unneceiTary  to  enter  into  a  detail 
of  it,  on  the  prefent  occaficn. 
It  fhall  fuffice  to  remark,  that  a 
number  of  offices,  ufually  held  by 
members  of  parliament,  were  now 
abolifhed;  and  that  the  annual 
faving  arifing  from  this  retrench- 
ment, and  which  would  be  yearly- 
increafing,  amoiuited  to  72,368 1. 

It 
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the      Middlefex     eleflion.        Mr. 

Wilkes,  after  (o  long  a   fuccefiiaa 

of  annual  defeats,  now  triunaphed 

at   laft ;    there    being,   on    the   di- 

vifion,  ayes  IK;  noes    47.     Both 

Mr.    Fox  and  Lord   North  fpoke 

?.nd  voted  ppainfl  the  qaelUon. 

On  the  feventh,  Mr.      ,,        ,, 
■Kxrii-         t>-..    u         u       May  7th. 
Wilham    Pitt   brought  '   ' 

t!ie  fubjeft  -of  a  reform  in  the 
conftitution  of  parliament  again 
before  the  houfe.  The  iniuperable 
difficulties  that  had  occurred  in 
bringing  the  friends  of  fach  re- 
formation to  agree  in  any  fpecific 
prcpoiitinn,  induced  him  on  the 
preient  occafion  to  vary  the  mode 
of  proceeding,  and  to  move, 
"  that  a  committee  be  appointed 
"  to  inquire  into  the  llate  of  the 
"  reprefentation  in  parliament, 
"  and  to  report  to  the  houfe  their 
"  fentiments  thereon."  The  de- 
bate was  long,  and  ably  fupported, 
by  the  mover,  Mr,  Sawbridge, 
Sir  George  Saville,  Mr.  Fox,  and 
others,  on  the  fide  of  a  reform; 
by  Mr.  Fowys,  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt, 
and  the  Lord- Advocate  of  Scot- 
land, againfl  it.  On  a  divifion, 
the  motion  was  rejeded  by  a  ma- 
jority of  i6i  to  141. 

The  latenefs  of  the    ,  „  , 

feafon  not  affording  •* 
time  for  the  completion  and  per- 
fedVion  of  all  the  plans  of  reform 
and  regulation,  which  were  in  the 
contemplation  of  the  new  mini- 
ftry,  in  order  to  prevent  their 
being  negleded  or  forgotten  in 
any  fubfequent  change  of  cir- 
cumllances.  Lord  John  Caven- 
difh  moved,  in  a  committee  of  the 
whole  "houfe,  ten  relblutions,,  the 
grQunds  of  which,  as  well  as  the 
intentions  wi'h  which  he  afleJ,  will 
belt  appear  from  the  following,  by 
which  thcv  were  clofed.     '•  'FUat 


It  being  made  a  fubjcft  of  com- 
plaint by  fome  members,  but  efpe- 
cially  by  thofe  who  had  formerly 
oppofed  the  bill  in  toto,  that  it 
was  not  fo  extenfive  as  it  had  been 
originally  framed,  Mr.  Burke  en- 
tered into  the,  grounds  of  thofe 
omiffions,  which  had  been  made 
either  from  a  compliance  with  the 
opinions  of  others,  or  from  a  fuller 
confideration  of  the  particular  cafes. 
At  the  fame  time  lie  pledged  him- 
felf,  that  he  fhould  at  all  times 
be  ready  to  obey  their  call,  when- 
ever it  appeared  to  be  the  general 
fenfe  of  the  houfe,  and  of  the 
people,  to  undertake,  and  go  through 
with,  a  more  complete  fyitem  of  re- 
form. 

This  bill  was  followed  by  ano- 
ther, for  the  regulation  of  his 
own  office.  The  principal  objeft 
of  che  latter  aft,  was  to  prevent 
the  poffibility  of  any  balance  ac- 
cumulating in  the  hands  of  the 
paymafter  -  general.  Thefe,  he 
faid,  had  fometimes  amounted  to 
the  enormous  fum  of  i,ooo,cooI. 
the  intereft  of  which  would  be 
annually  faved  to  the  public.  He 
alfo  ftated,  that  as  Treafurer  of 
Chelfea  Hofpital,  he  enjoyed  the 
profits  arifing  from  the  cloathing 
of  the  pcnfioners.  The  profit  of 
this  contract  had  ufually  amounted 
to  700 1.  a  year ;  but  by  the  bar- 
gain he  had  made  with  a  con- 
tractor, who  was  not  a  member 
of  parliament,  it  would  amount 
to  600 1.  more.  This  fum  of  13C0I. 
a  year,  he  meant  to  refign  his 
claim  to,  and  to  appropriate  it  to 
fome  public  fervice. 
Mav  lA        ■^   motion    was    made 

^3  by  Mr.  Wilkes,  for  ex- 
punging from  the  journals  of  the 
houie,  the  famous  refolution  of 
the  17th  of  Feb.  J769,  relative  to 
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*'  it  appears  to  this  committee, 
"  that  it  is  too  late  in  the  prefent 
"  fefiion  of  parliament,  to  carry 
"  into  effedl  a  well  confidered  and 
*'  permanent  regulation  in  the 
«  feveral  offices  mentioned  in  the 
"  foregoing  refolutions;  but  that 
*'  it  will  be  highly  neceffary,  for 
''  the  advantage  of  the  public, 
*'  for  the  increafe  of  the  revenue, 
«'  and  for  the  honour  of  this 
"  houfe,  that  early  in  the  next 
"  fefiion  of  parliament,  this  houfe 
"  Ihould  enter  upon  the  confider- 
*'  ation  of  thofe  fubjedls,  and 
"  fhould  adopt  fuch  meafures  in 
*'  the  reduction  or  regulation  of 
*'  ufelefs  or  expenfive  offices,  as 
"  fhall  appear  moft  confiftent  with 
"  that  plan  of  ceconomy  recom- 
«'  mended  to  this  houfe  by  his 
*'  majefty,  in  his  melTage  of  the 
*'  15  th  of  April  lad,  and  which 
*'  has  been  fo  gracioufly  adopted 
*'  by  his  majefty,  in  the  reform 
*«  and  regulation  of  his  civil 
*'  eftablifhment." 

The  firft  of  thefe  refolutions 
related  to  the  coiledion  of  the 
land,  houfe,  and  window  taxes. 
The  fecond,  to  the  confolidation 
of  various  tax  offices.  The  four 
following,  to  the  offices  of  the  pay- 
mafter-general,  and  the  treafurer  of 
the  navy.  The  feventh  and  eighth, 
to  the  regulation  or  abolifhing  of 
fundry  offices  in  the  Exchequer. 
The  laft,  was  a  felf-dcnying  refo- 
lution,  by  which  the  minifter 
bound  himfelf,  in  cafe  of  a  va- 
cancy in  any  of  the  afore-recited 
offices,  during  the  enfuing  pro- 
rogation of  parliament,  not  to  dif- 
pofeofthe  fame,  without  fubjeding 
them  to  the  future  regulations  of 
t;  at  houfe. 

Whilil  parliament  was  thus  fuc- 
cefsfally    engaged   in    piofecutir.g 


the  moft  efFeftual  meafures,  fox 
the  fecurity  of  its  own  indepen- 
dence, for  healing  the  breaches  of 
the  conllitution,  and  relieving  the 
burdens  of  the  people,  an  heavy 
calamity  was  approaching,  which 
again  darkened  the  profpefl,  that 
had  fo  happily  opened  to  the  na- 
tion. This  was  the  lofs  of  the 
Marquis  of  Rockingham ;  whofe 
health  had  been  for  fome  time 
gradually  declining,  and,  at 
length,  funk  under  the  increafing 
weight  of  public  cares  and  bu- 
finefs. 

The  firft  ftep  taken  by  the 
Court,  after  his  death,  which 
happened  on  the  ift  of  July,  was 
the  appointment  of  the  Earl  of 
Shelburne  to  be  his  fucceflbr  in 
the  Treafury :  Lord  John  Caven- 
difh  and  Mr.  Fox  foon  afterwards 
reiigned  their  offices,  and  were 
followed  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  j 
by  Mr.  Montagu  and  Lord  Al- 
tiiorpe,  from  the  Board  of  Trea- 
fury; by  Lord  Duncannon  and  Mr^ 
J.  Tovvnfhehd,  from  the  Admiral- 
ty ;  by  Mr.  Burke,  and  by  Mr.  Lee 
the  Solicitor-General.  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Pitt  was  made  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer ;  Mr.  T.  Townf- 
hend  and  Lord  Grantham,  Secre- 
taries of  State;  Mr.  Pepper  Ar- 
den  fuccceded  Mr.  Lee ;  the  Lord 
Advocate  of  Scotland  fucceeded 
Mr.  Barre,  who  was  removed  to 
the  Pay-office;  and  the  Earl  of 
Temple  was  appointed  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenancy  of  Ireland. 

The  feceffion  of  fuch  a  weight 
of  talents  and  integrity  from  the 
fervice  of  government,  could  not 
be  regarded  with  indifference. 
The  motives,  which  were  fup- 
pofed  to  have  adtuated  them,  were 
varioufly  reprefented;  and  fome 
infmuations     being     thrown     out, 

highly 
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highly  injurious  to  the  public 
charader  of  the  peribns  concerned, 
the  firft  opportunity  was  taken  of 
bringing  the  fubjed  to  an  open 
difcuffion  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons. 

Tuly  Qth.  ,.  Accordingly,  a  debate 
■J  ^  ^  '  having  arifen  on  a  mo- 
tion relative  to  the  penfion  granted 
to  Mr.  Barre,  the  divifions  tliat 
had  prevailed  amongft  his  nia- 
jelly's  fervants  were  ftrongly  re- 
torted on  thofe  who  had  formed 
the  laft,  by  a  member  of  the  old 
adminiftration,  and  this  difcord 
was  alledged  to  be  the  more  cul- 
pable at  prefent,  on  account  of  the 
very  critical  and  alarming  fituation 
of  che  country.  On  this  occafion, 
Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  he  had  un- 
doubtedly been  amongft  thofe, 
who  condemned,  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms,  the  want  of  unanimity  and 
mutual  confidence  amongft  the 
members  of  that  cabinet.  But,  it 
was  not  for  their  having  entertained 
different  opinions  from  each  other, 
that  he  blamed  them.  He  had  con- 
demned the  noble  lord  in  the  blue 
ribbon,  for  remaining  in  place 
when  he  found  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  diftra^^ed  councils,  and 
for  becoming  refponfible  for  mea- 
fures,  of  which  he  did  not  ap- 
prove. 

After  having  thus  cenfured  that 
minifter  for  continuing  in  office, 
under  fuch  circumftances ;  after 
having  fo  often,  he  faid,  charged 
him  with  the  bafenefs  and  crimi- 
nality of  his  condud,  he  aficed, 
what  remained  for  him  to  do,  when 
he  found  himfelf  in  a  fimilar  fitua- 
tion ?  He  could  not,  for  obvious 
reafons,  enter  into  a  detail  of  the 
matters,  on  which  a  difference  of 
opinion  had  arifen  between  himfelf 
and  oilieii,  who  had  retired  from. 


and  thofe  who  remained  in  the 
king's  councils.  He  could  only  fay, 
that  they  were  points  of  the  firft 
and  moll  eflential  importance ;  and 
that  he  ftiould  confider  himfelf  as 
guilty  of  the  moft  dired  treachery 
to  his  c.  untry,  if  he  had  lent  his 
name  and  fupport  to  an  admi- 
niUration,  that  had  abandoned  the 
principles  on  which  it  was  formed. 

Mr.  Fox  was  followed  by  Gen- 
Convvay,  who,  after  lamentiror 
the  fatal  event  that  had  deprived 
the  country  of  the  benefit  of  the 
fplendid  abilities  of  his  right  ho- 
nourable friend,  at  a  time  when 
their  value  and  confequence  were 
beginning  to  be  felt,  obferved, 
that  he  could  not,  however,  con- 
cur in  opinion  with  him ;  that 
there  was  fuch  a  difagreement  in 
the  cabinet,  as  to  juftify  him  in 
withdrawing  himfelf  from  it. 
When  eleven  minifters  were  af- 
fembled  in  council,  it  was  im- 
poffible  but  that  fome  Jhades  of 
difference  in  opinion  {hould  exift ; 
but  he  denied  that  any  of  the 
fundamental  principles,  upon 
which  that  adminiftration  had 
been  formed,  by  the  virtuous  and 
incomparable  perfon,  now  no 
more,  had  been  in  any  degree  de- 
parted from.  After  enumerating 
thefe  principles,  and  averring  that 
he  ihould  reft  fatisfied,  to  be  pro- 
nounced the  m.oft  infamoas  of 
mankind,  if  he  fliculd  continue  to 
ad  a  moment  with  a  minifter,  who 
ftiould  depart  from  any  one  of 
them ;  he  concluded  with  re- 
marking, that,  for  his  part,  he 
looked  at  meafures  only,  and  not 
men ;  and  that  he  would  never 
take  a  part  in,  or  fcramble  or 
quarrel  for,  places,  or  for  pov/er. 

This  called  up  Mr.    Fox  again, 
who  begged  the  houfe  wonld  cx- 

[.!/]  4  cttfe 


184]      ANNUAL    REGISTER,   1784, 

cufe  him  for  rifing  a  fecond  time, 
to  exculpate  hlmfelf,  not  only 
from  the  heavy  charge  of  having 
quitted  the  fervice  of  the  public, 
without  caufe,  but  againll:  an  in- 
fmuation  of  having  done  it  upon 
pique,  and  from  difappointment 
in  a  conteft  for  place  and  power. 
He  faid,  he  was  happy  in  being 
able  to  anfvver  the  latter  charge 
efteflually,  and  to  appeal  to  the 
right  honourable  general  himfelf, 
for  the  truth  of  his  affertions.  He 
then  declared,  that  before  the 
death  of  the  noble  marquis,  and 
at  a  time  when  his  recovery  was 
hoped  for  with  great  confidence, 
lie  had  in  a  full  cabinet  declared 
his  intention  of  refigning,  if  cer- 
tain meafures  were  not  adopted. 
He  was  cut-voted  in  that  council ; 
different  meafures  were  adopted  ; 
and  as  he  looked  upon  thofe  mea- 
fures to  be  to  the  laft  degree  dan- 
gerous, he  owed  it  to  himfelf  and 
to  his  country,  not  to  remain  any 
longer  in  a  fituation,  in  which  he 
could  not  adt,  without  renouncing 
his  principles,  or  betraying  lois 
truft  with  the  public. 

With  refpeft  to  the  principles 
which  his  right  hono;irable  friend 
had  enumerated,  as  the  political 
creed  of  the  prefent  cabinet,  he 
could  only  'fay,  that  was  the  firft 
time  of  his  having  ever  heard  that 
the  Earl  of  Shelburne  had  fub- 
fcribed  to  thofe  articles  of  faith. 
On  the  contrary,  the  firft  had 
been  the  very  point,  on  which  the 
difference  of  opinion  alluded  to 
fubfifted.  If  the  noble  earl  and 
the  cabinet  had  fiiice  that  time 
been  induced  to  adopt  a  different 
fyftem  of  meafures,  he  was  happy 
to  find  that  fte  had  much  more 
weight  in  the  cabinet  when  out  of 
office,  than  he  ever  had  in  it. 


He  was  alfo  unhappy  to  fay, 
that  there  were  other  moft  ma- 
terial points  on  which  he  and  his 
friends  differed  with  the  Earl  of 
Shelburne.  That  noble  perfon 
was  inclined  to  llireen  from  juflice 
and  punifhment  thofe  delinquents, 
who  had  deflroyed  our  poirefTions 
in  the  Eaft,  and  who  had  involved 
us  in  thofe  calamities,  which  that 
houfe  was  labouring  fo  earneftly  to 
remedy.  He  had  been  defcribed  as 
a  friend  to  the  redudtion  of  the 
influence  of  the  crown;  but  had 
he  not  at  the  fame  time  threatened 
parliament  with  the  exercife  of 
the  prerogative  of  its  negative. 
With  refpeft  to  the  objects  of  Mr. 
Burke's  bill,  who  that  had  heard 
the  noble  perfon's  loud  fpeeches, 
did  not  know,  that  he  profelTed  to 
treat  that  bill  with  the  utmofc  con- 
tempt, and  called  it  trifling  and 
infignificant  ?  It  was  indeed  an 
infant,  a  pigmy,  in  comparifon  of 
the  promifes  of  that  noble  earl ; 
but  he  was  convinced  it  would  be 
a  giant  in  comparifon  of  his  per- 
formances. 

This  brought  him  to  Hate  ano- 
ther reafon  for  his  retiring,  whichj, 
he  faid,  he  fhould  not  difguife ; 
and  that  was  the  appointment  of 
the  Earl  of  Shelburne  to  the  office 
of  Firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury.  it 
was  naturally  to  have  been  ex- 
pefted,  in  an  adminiftration  form- 
ed on  the  principles,  on  which  that 
great  body  of  Whigs,  who  had  at- 
tached themfelves  to  the  Marquis 
of  Rockingham,  had  uniformly 
adled,  that  on  the  deceafe  of  that 
great  perfon,  whofe  virtues  had 
kept  them  fo  long  bound  together, 
the  man  would  be  fought  and  ap- 
pointed to  fucceed  him,  who  moll 
refembled  him  in  charadler,  ia 
influencf,  in  popularity;    fuch    at 

leait 
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leaft  were  his  ideas ;  and  the  eyes, 
he  believed,  of  all  men,  were  na- 
turally turned  to  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land. Inftead  of  this  noble  per- 
fon,  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  was  fe- 
lefted,  of  whom  he  could  not  truly 
fay  that  he  bore  any  refemblance 
to  his  predecefibr ;  perhaps  the  ex- 
a(fl  reverfe  might  come  near  the 
pidure.  He  did  not  mean  to  dif- 
pute  the  right  of  the  King  to  no- 
minate his  own  miniller ;  but  he 
contended  that  thofe  who  went  into 
office  on  public  principles,  not 
only  had  a  right,  but  that  it  was 
their  duty,  to  be  fatisfied,  that 
none  were  Introduced  into  the  ca- 
binet who  were  hoftile  to  thofc 
principles.  l£  the  court  chofe  to 
revert  to  other  principles,  it  was 
certainly  competent  fo  to  do:  but 
it  could  not  be  expefted  that  thofe 
perfons  Ihould  fufter  themfelves  to 
be  made  accefiaries  in  reviving  a 
fyftem,  which  it  had  been  the  la- 
bour of  their  whole  lives  to  de- 
ilroy. 

It  would  naturally  be  a/ked,  why 
then,  thinking  as  he  did  of  the 
Earl  of  Shelburne,  he  had  ever 
come  with  him  into  office  at  all  ? 
To  this  he  fhould  anAver,  that  he 
had  ftrongly  objeded  to  it ;  that 
he  had  made  the  fame  objedion  to 
another  noble  perfon  (the  Lord 
Chancellor)  ;  that  he  had  been  in- 
duced to  fubmit  by  the  general  cry 
that  prevailed  of  forming  the  ad- 
miniftration  on  as  broad  a  bafis  as 
poflible;  but  at  the  fame  time,  he 
had  a  fatisfadory  pledge  for  the 
integrity  of  that  adminiilration  in 
the  noble  marquis  at  the  head  of 
It.  The  right  honourable  gentle- 
man might,  but  he  could  not,  re- 
gard with  indifference,  who  took 
the  lead  in  his  Majelty's  councils. 
|ie  deemed  it  a  gr^ax,  and  national 


objed,  of  infinite  moment  to  every 
individual,  but  much  more  to  thofi; 
who  were  in  the  fcrvice  of  the 
crown,  and  ftill  more  i'o  to  one  of 
his  Majefly's  cabinet  minilters. 
The  perfon  now  prefiding  at  the 
treafury  board  was  not  of  a  de- 
fcription  to  demand  that  confi- 
dence from  his  colleagues,  whicii 
in  fuch  a  fituation  was  indifpenfd.- 
ble. 

Thefe,  and  a  variety  of  other  ar- 
guments of  a  .Gmilar  kind,  were 
llrongly  urged  by  Mr.  Fox  in  juf- 
tification  of  the  part  he  had  aded. 
He  concluded  with  obferving,  that 
in  the  particular  lituadon  in  which 
he  flood,  feveral  circumftances  op- 
pofed  themfelves  to  a  fall  vindica- 
tion of  his  condud.  It  was  none 
of  the  leaft,  that  he  did  not  think 
himfelf  at  liberty  to  fpeak  fo  freely 
and  fully  as  he  had  accuItomeJ 
himfelf  to  do  on  other  occafions. 
Details  would  in  this  cafe  be  im- 
proper; and  yet,  without  a  vejy 
circumftantial  detail  of  fads,  fuch 
as  he  did  not  think  it  became  hiia 
at  that  time  to  give,  he  was  fenfi- 
ble  his  defence  would  not  be  io 
flrong  and  complete,  as  otherwifc 
it  was  eafy  to  have  aiadc  it. 

After  Mr.  Fox,  Lord  John  Ca- 
vendifli  got  up  and  contented  him- 
felf with  declaring  in  general 
terms,  that  finding  a  different  fyf- 
tem was  meant  to  be  purfaed  from 
that  on  which  the  late  adminilha- 
tion  had  been  formed,  and  finding 
it  impolfible  by  his  prefence  to 
prevent  it,  he  had  determined  to 
withdraw,  that  he  might  not  di- 
vide the  cabinet,  and  render  it 
the  f"cer,e  of  confufion  it  had  been 
in  the  time  of  their  preaL-cellbrs. 

Mr.  William   Pitt  arraigned  the 
condud  of  the  late  i'ecreiary  of  Itats 
in  the  fevereft  terms.     It  was  evi- 
dent. 
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dent,    he    faid,    from    the    v.'hole     teriSicks  of  the  nobleman  juft  ex- 

tenour    of   the    right     honourable    alted  to   the  principal   department 

gentleman's  fpeeches,  that  he  was    of  the  ftate  I     To  put  him  at  the 

more   at  variance  with  men  than    head  of  affairs  m  this   plain   and 

their    meafures.     He    denied    that 

he  had  adduced  any  public  ground 

on  which  his  refignation  was  juf- 

jifiable.     He   deprecated  the  fatal 

confequences    of    dillention.       He 

conjured  the  people  to  give  the 
HiiiiiAers  their  coniidence  till  they 
had  fhewn  they  did  not  deferve  it ; 
and  he  pledged  himfelf,  in  the 
moft  folemn  manner,  that,  when- 
ever he  faw  things  going  wrong, 
he  fhould  firft  endeavour  to  fet 
them  right;  but  failing  in  that 
effort,  he  fhould  be  the  firfl  to  re- 
Hnquifh  his  prefent  political  con- 
nexions. 

This  converfation,  which  con- 
tinued to  a  late  hour  in  the  night, 
was  clofed  by  Mr.  Lee.  He  faid, 
he  held  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every 
honeft  man  to  refign  his  office  the 
moment  he  found  public  meafures 


open-hearted  country,  was  to    put 
him   oat    of  his    element.       The 
people  of  England  were  incapable 
of  fineffe,   and  not    fond   of  fab-r 
mitting  to  the  government  of  thofe 
who    pradifed    it.     The    treafary 
too  required  a    fobcr,   honell,  in- 
duUrious,    Heady    comrnifiioner   at 
its  head.     It  was  not   an  oflenta- 
tious     affedation    of    uniting    the 
man  of  fcience  and  the  fine  gen- 
tleman;    the   technical  jargon   of 
arts,  and  the  gibberifh  of  courts ; 
the    pedantry   of    fcholaflick    nof- 
trums,  and  the   abftrufe    theorems 
of   mechanifm,  that  would    create 
refpeft    and    confequence    in    that 
high    office.        Who    knows    not, 
fays   he,   how  eafily   a  head  iilled 
with  fuch  materials  may  be  turned 
upfide  down  ?     He  concluded  with 
fome  obfervations  on  the  youth  and 


were  carrying  on  of  which  he  could    inexperience  of  the  new  chancellor 


not  approve.  The  appomtment 
of  a  minifler  unqualified  for  his 
fituaticn  was  undoubtedly  a  mea- 
fure  of  that  kind.  He  had  heard 
much  of  diffention,  but  he  had 
not  feen  one  perfon  flep  forward 
to  fay  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  was 
a  fit  and  proper  perfon  for  the 
high  office  he  held.     If  there  was 


of  the  exchequer,  to  whofe  extra- 
ordinary abilities  he,  neverthelefs, 
paid  the  higheft  compliments.  He 
faid,  there  was  an  obvious  inten- 
tion of  trifling  with  the  people  by 
bringing  forward  one  of  their  fa- 
vourites as  a  compenfatlon  for  in- 
fulting  another ;  but  though  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  adorn 


any  fuch  perfon,  he  wifhed  to  hear  any  fcene  in   which  his   par:   was 

him.  properly  caft,  yet  he  did  not  think 

The  noble  carl  to  be  fure  pof-  the  confidence  of  the  people  would 

feffed   fplendid    talents,    had   fome  be  much  increafed,  by  putting  the 

friends,  and  was  now  in  a  way  to  complicated  bufmefs  of  our  finan- 


make  more.  But  the  minifter  Ox 
this  country  fhould  have  other  en- 
dowments. Pie  ihould  join  to  a 
foufjd  head,  a  purity  of  mind,  a 
fieadinefs  of  principle,  and  an  un- 
fufpedtcd  integrity.       Were  thefe. 


ces  into  the  hands  of  a  boy. 

Next  day,  the  fame    -r  ,  , 

interefting  iubjecT:  was  J"^>'  *°*"* 
difcufled  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 
The  Duke  of  Richmond  fcilcvved 
General  Conway  in  declaring,  that 


he  demanded,wthe  reputed  charac-    folong  as  the  great  principles  on 

which 
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which  the  late  admlniftration  had 
been  formed  was  adhered  to,  (and 
he  had  no  reafon  to  imagine  they 
would  be  abandoned)  he  {hould 
continue  to  acl  vvich  and  fupport 
the  noble  earl. 

The  Earl  of  Shelbiirne  rofc  next, 
and  made  a  copious  defence  of 
himfelf  and  the  lace  proceedings. 
Ha  declared,  tliat  his  being  placed 
in  the  high  oflice  he  then  held, 
had  not  been  the  confequence  of 
perfonal  ambition  or  the  love  of 
posver ;  on  the  contrary,  he  affirmed 
that  three  months  ago,  the  fame 
fiiua  ion  was  moft  certainly  within 
his  reach,  bat  that  he  had  exert- 
ed his  utmoit  efforts  to  place  the 
noble  marquis  there.  To  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  that  adminiflration 
was  formed,  he  folemnly  profeaed 
the  moll  inviolable  attachment.  It 
was  true,  he  faid,  that  he  differed 
in  opinion  on  other  points  with 
fome  of  hie  then  colleagues ;  but 
it  would  not  be  expeded  that  he 
fhould  lightly  give  up  all  thofe  con- 
ftitutional  ideas,  which  for  feven- 
teea  years  he  had  imbibed  from  his 
mafter  in  politicks,  the  late  Earl 
of  Chatham.  That  earl  had  al- 
ways declared,  that  this  country 
ought  not  to  be  governed  by  a 
party  or  faction.  H  the  power 
which  others  wifhed  to  af?'ume,  of 
veiling  in  the  cabinet  the  right  of 
appointing  to  all  places,  and  filling 
up  all  vacancies,  fhould  once  be 
ellablifhe-',  the  King  muft  then  re- 
femble  the  King  of  the  Marrattas, 
Vho  had  nothing  of  fovereignty  but 
the  name. 

He  lamented  the  lofs  of  the  two 
rcfpeftable  characlcrs,  that  had 
withdrawn  them  lei  vcs  from  the 
cabinet,  but  imputed  their  conduct 
to  very  different  motives.  One 
ef  them,  he    faid,    a   noble   lord 


diflinguifhed  for  the  purity  and 
chaflity  of  his  mind,  and  for  his 
unimpeached  integrity,  had  at  firlt 
been  brought  wiih  difficulty  into 
the  public  fervice.  His  love  of 
retirement  rendered  him  extremely 
averfe  from  office,  and  on  the 
death  of  his  lamented  friend,  he 
could  no  longer  endure  to  remain 
in  an  adtive  fcene.  With  refpcil 
to  the  other  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman, he  declared,  that  in  his 
opinion  theie  was  no  ether  reafon 
for  his  fecelfionj  than  his  Msjefty's 
having  been  pleafed  to  appoint  him 
(the  Earl  of  Shelburne)  firft  lord 
of  the  sreafury. 

On  the  fuLjed  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  America,  his  opinions  were 
Hill  the  fame ;  but  circumftances  . 
had  changed ;  and  ■  he  now  faw 
it  was  become  a  necefTary  evil,  to 
which  this  country  mull  fubmit,  to 
avoid  a  greater. 

With  refpcft  to  the  penflon 
granted  to  Mr.  Barre,  he  could 
only  fay  that  it  originated  with  the 
noble  marquis,  now  no  more,  and 
that  it  had  been  beftovved  on  his 
right  honourable  friend  as  a  com- 
penfation  for  giving  up  his  pre- 
tenfions  to  the  pay-office.  As  a 
proof  of  this,  he  had  a  letter  in 
his  poireffion  from  that  noble  per- 
fon,  in  which  the  propofal  was  con- 
tained. 

The  day  following,  ,  , 
before  his  Majeily  came  ■'  ' 
to  the  Houie  of  Lords,  the  Earl  of 
Derby  got  up,  and  faid,  that  in 
confequence  of  what  had  fallta 
from  a  noble  earl  the  day  before, 
refpeding  t;ie  refignation  of  one  of 
the  fecretaries  of  ilate,  he  had 
been  authorifed  by  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  to  declare, 
that  the  alTertion  then  made  was 
not  founded  in  fad,  but  on  the 
contrary 
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contrary    was    a    diredl    deviation 
from  the  truih. 

Having  called  on  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  cabinet  to  confirm  or 
contradift  thefe  aflertions,  the  D. 
of  Richmond  and  Lord  Keppel, 
declared,  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  alluded  to,  had  un- 
doubtedly differed  in  opinion  from 
other  members  of  his  Majefry's 
council,  on  fubjefts  of  the  utmoft 
importnnce ;  and  that  finding  him- 
felf  in  a  minority,  he  had  openly 
avowed  his  intention  to  refign  on 
that  account,  at  a  time  when  the 
health  of  the  Marquis  of  Rock- 
ingham was  in  fo  flattering  a  ftate, 
as  to  make  the  event,  which  was 
fuppofed  to  have  given  rife  to  the 
conteft  for  power,  not  at  all  to  be 
apprehended. 

The  fame  day,  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  Mr.  Burke  and  Lord 
John  Cavendilh  denied,  in  the 
rooft  diredl  terms,  the  truth  of  the 
circumftances  relative  to  the  grant 
of  Mr.  Barre's  pennon,  as  well  as 
their  belief  of  the  cjiiftence  of  the 
letter  .'Juded  to. 

The  limits  within  which  it  is 
neccffary  to  confine  this  volume, 
have  not  permitted  us  to  enter  into 
a  detail  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  relative  to  the 
affairs  of  the  Eaft -India  Company. 
The  two  committees  continued  to 
iit  during  the  whole  feffion  with 
unremitted  diligence  and  applica- 
tion. Their  reports  were  volumi- 
nous beyond  example,  and  uni- 
Yerfally  allowed  to  be  drawn  up 
with  the  greatefl  ability  and  judg- 
ment. 

On  the  ground  of  the  reports 
brought  up  from  the  fecret  com- 
mittee, the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scot- 
land, their  chairman,  moved  1 1 1 
reiblutions.      Thefe   were    divided 


into  claffes,  each  of  which  ccnfiiled 
of  three  diftinft  heads ;  the  two 
firff,  of  a  public  and  general  nature; 
the  third,  of  perfonal  culpability. 
The  firll  clafs  regarded  the  gene- 
ral fyrtem  of  our  government  in 
the  Laft,  and  concluded  with  a  fe- 
vere  cenfure  on  the  condudl  of  Mr. 
Hallings  and  Mr.  Kornfby,  and  a 
declaration  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  directors  to  take  the  ne- 
cefTary  legal  ffeps  for  recalling 
them.  The  fecond  and  third  claffes 
related  to  the  affairs  of  the  Car- 
natic,  and  on  thefe  a  bill  of  pains 
and  penalties  on  Sir  Thomas  Rum- 
bold,  J.  Whitehill,  and  P.  Perring, 
Efqrs.  v/as  brought  in. 

The  reports  of  the  feleft  com- 
mittee had  not  advanced  to  the 
fame  ftate  of  forvvardnefs.  The 
refolations  moved  by  their  chair- 
man. General  Smith,  were  only 
ten  in  number.  The  three  firft 
were  to  cenfure  the  conduct-  of  Mr. 
Sullivan  the  chairman  of  the  court 
of  direclors,  by  whofe  neglect  of 
duty  in  delaying  to  tranfmit  the 
aft  for  the  regulation  of  the  com- 
pany, to  their  fervants  in  India, 
the  good  purpofes  of  the  faid  aft 
for  regulating  the  judicature,  and 
relieving  the  three  unhappy  native 
judges  confined  in  prifon  at  Cal- 
cutta, might  be  frullrated.  The 
two  following  were  cenfures  on 
the  fame  Mr.  Sullivan,  for  adminif- 
tering  an  oath  of  fecrecy  to  one  of 
the  fecretaries  of  the  company,  re- 
Itraining  him  from  giving  infor- 
mation to  the  committee.  The 
next  three  related  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  by 
Mr.  Haftings,  to  an  office  held  at 
the  will  of  the  governor- gene/al, 
contrary  to  the  intent  of  the  aft  of 
the  13th  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  for 
the  regulation  of  the  Eaft-lndia 
Company. 
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Company.      On   thefe   refoluilons,  made  for  the  regulation  of  the  com-k 

an    addrefs    to    his    Majefty    was  pany,   and   to  amend  and   explain 

agreed   to  by  the  houfe,  to  recall  the  fame. 

the  faid  Sir  Elijah  Impey.  The  The  King's  fpeech,  at  the  pro- 
two  laft  were  for  the  purpofe  of  rogation,  which  took  place  on  the 
bringing  in  a  new  aft  to  afcertain  nth  of  July,  turned  on  the  ufual 
the  power  of  the  governor -general  topicks,  and  kept  entirely  free  from 
and  council  of  Bengal ;  and  to  any  alluiion  to  the  politicks  of  the 
reduce  into  one  aft  the  feveral  afts  time. 


CHAP.       IX. 

Retro/peSii've  t'ieiv  of  affairs  in  North  America  and  the  Weji -Indies,  in 
the  year  1781.  South  Carolina,  Battle  at  the  Euta^w  Springs.  Col. 
Stuart,  vjith  the  Briiijh  forces,  retires  to  Charles  To-ijun.  IJland  cf 
St.  Eujlatius  furprized  and  taken  by  the  Marquis  de  Bouille.  Dutch 
fettlements  of  Dcmerary  and  Effequiho  reconjered  by  France.  Marquis  de 
Bouille  invades  the  IJland  of  St.  Chrijiopher^ s,  ijcith  8,000  men,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1782,  and  is  fupported  by  the  Count  de  GraJ/e, 
ixiith  a  great  fleet.  Gen,  Frnfer  and  the  Go'verfior,  <^Mith  the  feiu  troops 
on  the  ifland,  retire  to  Brimjlone  Hill.  Gallant  attempt  made  by  Ad- 
miral Sir  Samuel  Hood,  <vjith  a  <very  inferior  force,  to  fa've  the  ifland : 
dra-vus  the  enemy  out  to  fea,  and  then  feizes  the  anchorage  ground  in  Bafle- 
terre  Road,  'which  they  had  juft  quitted.  French  fleet  repeatedly  attack 
the  Englijh  fquadrcn,  and  are  repulfed  ivith  lofs.  Works  on  Briinflonc 
Hill  in  no  degree  anf^werable  to  ih»  flrength  of  the  fltuation.  Gallant 
defence  made  by  the  garrifon.  All  the  attempts  made  by  the  Admiral^ 
and  by  Gen.  Prefect,  for  the  relief  of  the  place,  prove  intflefiual.  The 
ivorks  and  buildings  on  the  top  of  tl?e  hill  being  almofl  entirely  deflroycd^ 
Gen.  Frafer  and  Goi).  Shirley  are  obliged  to  capitulate,  and  obtain  con- 
ditions highly  honourable  to  the  garrifon,  and  ad-uantageous  to  the  ifland. 
Englijh  J'quadron  flip  their  cables,  and  return  to  Barbadoes.  Ne'vis  and 
Montferrat  fcUovj  the  fortune  of  St.  Chrijtopher^s.  Formidable  prepa- 
rations by  France  and  Spain  for  the  in'vaflon  of  famaica.  Admiral  Sir 
George  Rodney  arri'ves  ivith  a  flrong  reinforcement  from  England,  and 
takes  the  command  of  the  fleet.  Fails  in  his  deflgn  of  intercepting  the 
French  conijoy  from  Brcjl.  Puts  into  St.  Lucia  to  refit,  and  to  njoatch 
the  motions  of  the  enemy.  Objeils,  and  refpeclinje  J'orce,  of  ihe  com- 
manders on  both  fides.  Perilous  fiate  of  the  Englijh  affairs  in  the  li  'eft- 
Indies.  M.  de  Gra(je  proceeds  ivith  his  fleet  and  a  great  convoy  from 
Fort -Royal,  in  order  to  form  a  junBion  iiith  the  French  and  SpaniJIj 
forces  at  Hifpaniola.  Is  immediately  purfued  by  Sir  George  Rodney, 
Partial  engagement  betvjeen  the  French  fleet  and  the  van  of  the  Englijh, 
on  the  <)th  of  April.  Great  fea -fight  on  the  \zth,  lahich  lajis  fr.m 
fun-rife  fo  Jun-Jet.  Gallantry  difftnyed  on  both  Jides.  French  fleet  en- 
tirely routed.  The  Coujit  de  Grafie  taken  in  the  Villi  de  Paris,  Four 
tther  Jhips  of  the  line  taken,  and  one  funk,     Farkui  particulars  of  the 

e^icn 
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attiortt  Cefar,  oife  of  the  French  prizes,  blonjm  up  07:  the  night  of  tpe 
tattle.     Admiral  Sir  Su?nuel  Hood  detached  'with  a  Jquaaron,  in  pur-" 

Jicit  of  the  enemy.  Takes  tnvo  French  finps  of  the  line,  and  tiro  j  rigates, 
in  the  Mcfta  pcffage.  Sir  George  Rodney  proceeds  '-with  the  Count  de 
Grajfe  and  the  prizes  to  famaica,  Conjequences  of  the  late  'vitiory. 
Honours  to  the  fiucefsful  commanders.  Lor  a  Rodney  returns  to  -Englandi 
and  is  fucceeded  by  Jldmiral  Pigot.  InaSiivity  of  the  oppofte  armies  in 
North- America,  confirtned  h  the  refoluticn:  of  Rarliament,  and  ty  the  fub- 

Jeqiunt  negocial  ions  for  peace. 


TH  S  natural  boundaries 
which  ferved  in  fome  de- 
gree to  reftrain  hoftility,  and  to 
Ihrow  South  Carolina  into  two 
great  allotments,  wliich  Were 
refpeclively  held  by  the  R.oyal 
and  the  American  forces,  could 
no  longer  produce  their  efreft, 
than,  while  equal  ftrength  or  mu- 
tual weaknefs  prevented  the  ope- 
ration of  either  party.  The  calm 
which  attended  and  fucceeded  the 
new  partition  arrangement  made 
by  Lord  Rawdoii  a  little  before 
his  departure  from  that  province, 
accordingly  lalled  no  longer,  than 
until  Gen.  Greene  had  received 
fach  reinforcements  from  without^ 
and  had  ufed  fuch  internal  means 
in  forming  and  difciplining  the 
Hate  troops  and  militia  of  the  two 
Carolinas,  as  he  fuppofed  would 
enable  him  to  aft  with  effeft.  As 
foon  as  thefe  ends  were  attained, 
he  marched  with  his  forces  from 
the  high  hills  of  Santce,  in  order 
to  pafs  the  Gongaree  River,  and 
to  attack  Col.  Stewart,  wiio  com- 
manded the  Britilh  forces  then  in 
the  field. 

That  ofiicer  was  polled  at  a 
Col.  Thompfon's,  near  M'Cord's 
Ferry,  on  the  Congaree ;  his 
troops  were  fickly,  bread  was 
fcarce,  and  a  fupply  of  provifion 
was  then  on  its  way  to  join  him. 
Upon  this  movement  of  the  ene- 
my, he  judged  it  nccefiary,  for  the 


fecurity  of  his  conroy,  and  pro- 
bably other  reafons,  to  fall  back 
about  40  miles,  to  a  place  called 
the  Eutaw  Springs,  which  lie 
about  60  miles  nonh  of  Charles 
Town.  Greene,  however,  ftill 
purfued  his  defign  of  attacking 
him,  to  which  he  was  nov/  farther 
ftimulated,  by  underftanding  that 
Col.  Stewart  intended  to  eliablifll 
a  Urong  and  permanent  poft  at 
the  Eutaws,  (for  which  the  place 
was  admirably  qualified)  to  ferve 
as  a  rampart  on  that  fide,  to  a 
new  and  more  contracled  line  of 
frontier.  The  former  had  paffed 
the  river  at  Howel's  Ferry;  and 
upon  coming  to  this  determi- 
nation, he  fent  back  his  baggage 
snd  ftores  to  that  place,  and  pur- 
fuing  his  march  until  he  arrived 
within  feven  m'les  of  tlie  Eutaws, 
encamped  in  the  evening  at  a 
plantation  called  Bardwell's ; 
from  whence  he  proceeded  early 
the  next  morning  to  attack  the 
royal  forces. 

Gen.  Greene's  order  of  battle 
feems  to  have  been  rather  pecu- 
liar; an  obfervation  by  no  means' 
intended  to  arraign  his  judgment; 
His  firft  line  confided  only  of  two 
battalions  of  South  Carolina,  and 
two  battalions  of  North  Carolina 
militia ;  whilll:  his  great  ftrength 
v/as  placed  in  the  fecond,  which 
was  compofed  of  three  brigades  of 
Contineatal  uoops,  including  two 
battalions 
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battalions  of  Virginians,  two  of  on  each,  were  vigors  and  van- 
Mary  landers,  and  three  of  North  quiflied  by  turns;  chance,  and 
Carolinians.  Col.  Lee,  with  his  accidental  conjundlion,  frequently 
legion,  covered  one  flank,  and  varying  th*^  fortune  of  the  light. 
Henderfon,  with  the  ftate  troops  It  is  impoflible  to  reconcile  the 
of  South  Carolina,  the  other.  Englilh  and  American  accounts, 
CoL  Walhington,  with  his  ca-  they  differ  fo  totally  in  almoft 
valry,  and  the  Hate  troops  of  De-  every  part  of  the  relation.  Both 
laware,  under  a  captain,  formed  fides  claimed  the  viftory,  and  b?ith 
a  corps  de  referve.  Brig.  Gen.  had  fomc  ground  for  the  claim ; 
Marion  commanded  the  firft  line ;  both  fides  held  out  the  highelt 
and  Sumner  the  North  Carolina  praifes  to  their  officers  and  men, 
troops.  No  certain  eftimate  can  for  the  eminent  fervices  which 
be  formed  of  the  amount  of  the  they  performed,  and  the  extra- 
American  forces.  The  Englilh  ac-  ordinary  valour  they  difplayed* 
counts  flate  them  at  about  4,000,  and  the  praife  was  undoubtedly, 
Greene  himfelf  gives  no  clue  ;  in  the  higheft  degree,  merited  on 
but  loofely  obferves,  that  they  both.  The  contradidions  which 
were  much  inferior  to  the  enemy  appear  in  the  oppofite  accounts* 
in  number;  and  in  his  publifhed  are  not  to  be  entirely  attributed 
letter,  feems  fludioufly  to  repre-  to  defigned  mifreprefentation  on 
fent  tlie  battalions  in  general  as  either  fide.  The  nature  of  the 
being  "  very  fmall."  The  iirft  ground,  ccntrafled  the  fphere  of 
line  advanced  with  two  three-  obfervation  within  a  very  narrow 
pounders,  and  the  fecond  with  compafs :  and  report  is  feidom  to 
Uvo  fix-pounders.  be  ?elied  en  as  the  bafis  of  truth, 
S  t  Stii  ■^'^  ^^^  marnjng  The  confequences  muil  therefore 
P  ■  *  march.  Col.  Walli-  5j  conudered  as  the  beft  expla- 
'  *  ington.  with  the  nation  cfthe  aftion. 
troops  that  covered  the  flanks,  "It  admits  of  no  doubt,  that  the 
formed  an  advanced  guard,  ..nd  conflid  was  exceedingly  fevere, 
about  four  miles  from  the  Eutaws,  and  aboui.ded  with  inRances  of  the 
fell  in  with  Major  CoiSn,  with  a  highelt  gallantry  on  both  fide?, 
detached  party  of  horfe  and  light  The  Americans  were  now  inured 
infantry,  who,  after  fome  firing,  to  arms  and  danger ;  and  the  pro- 
fell  back  to  the  Britifh  main  vincial  militia,  who  alone  led  on 
body;  which,  by  the  American  the  attack  in  the  firft  line,  not 
accounts,  was  draun  up  to  re-  only  fought  with  all  the  fpirit, 
ccive  them,  between  two  and  but  with  all  the  perfeverance  of 
three  miles  in  the  front  of  their  old  and  well  tried  foldiers.  The 
camp.  The  aflicn  commenced  bayonet,  which  had  fo  long  been 
at  nine  in  the  morning,  and  laltcd  dreadful  to  the  Americans,  feems 
four  hours,  widiout  intermiflion.  now  to  have  become  their  fa- 
As  the  battle  was  fought  in  the  vouritc  weapon.  Gen.  Greene 
woods,  and  the  conflift  obfti-  particularly  atributcs  the  viQory 
nately  maintained  on  both  fides,  (which  he  claims  as  indifputaijie) 
it  was  fubjedl  to  much  viciffuude ;  to  the  fierce  and  incfiftible  attack 
fo  that  diflerent  wings  and  parties  of    the    Virginia   and     Maryland 

uoop% 
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troops,    who,  he  fays,    rudied    on  pice.       The    Americans,    after    ^~ 

rhiough   a   hot    cannonade  and   a  fore  lofs,  were  obliged  to  retreat ; 

ilaower    of    bullets  to   charge   the  and    having,    in   the    eagernefs   of 

enemy  with  the  bayotiet.  attack,     puihed    their    guns      tooi 

it  \vould  feem  upon  the  whole,  clofe  to  the  brick  houfe,  their 
though  not  acknowledged  on  our  artillery  men  and  officers  were  not 
fide,  that  the  royal  troops  were  only  deftroyed,  but  the  fire  was 
driven  back,  through  a  continued  fo  intolerable,  that  they  could 
feries  of  hard  fighting,  and  with  neither  bring  off  the  cannoii,  nor 
the  lofs  of  two  pieces  of  cannon,  the  wounded,  which  were  within 
as  far  as  their  camp.  That  there,  its  command.  Gen.  Greene  ac- 
as  brave  and  experienced  foldiers,  knowledges,  that  he  found  it  ne- 
Itill  poffefling  their  judgment  and  cefTary,  in  order  to  fpare  the 
faculties,  in  the  height  of  tumult,  effufion  of  blood,  to  draw  his 
and  the  extremity  of  danger,  they  troops  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
at  once  perceived,  and  as  in-  Englifh  fire ;  but  his  fubfequent 
itantly  feized,  the  advantages,  retreat  of  feven  miles,  to  his 
which  the  ftrong  ground  they  camp  at  Eardvvell's,  he  attributes 
were  then  on  afforded.  A  large  entirely  to  the  want  of  water;  a 
and  flrong  brick  houfe,  of  three  want  (if  real)  undoubtedly  of  fucll 
iiories,  with  its  adjoining  offices  a  nature,  as  could  not  but  be  fe- 
and  enclofures,  was  immediately  verely  felt  through  the  courfe  of 
occupied  by  a  large  party;  ano-  fo  long  a  march,  fo  hot  a  dayj 
ther  lodged  themfelves  in  an  al-  and  fo  fevere  an  action, 
mofl  impenetrable  coppice  of  rug-  Thefe  circumflances  affordec* 
red  underwood,  called  in  that  fair  ground  to  the  Britifli  corn- 
country  Black  Jack ;  while  a  mander,  whereon  to  refl  his  claim 
tiiird  took  pofTefriou  of  a  pallifa-  of  victory.  But  others  were  not 
doed  garden.  Thus  covered  in  equally  concurrent ;  and  his  fitu- 
front,  their  Hanks  were  well  fe-  ation  and  force  did  not  admit, 
cured  by  a  deep  ravine,  and  other  that  the  confequences  of  the  adion 
difiiculties  of  ground.  fhould     fupport     the    claim     with 

Here  then  the  engagement  was  effeft.      It  was   certainly   a   great 

renewed,   with   frefh    vigour,    and  and  mofl  gallant    recovery;     fuch 

with   greater  feverity  than  before,  as  is  not  often  equalled  in  fimilar 

The    Americans    brought    up    the  circumflances;    and  in   which  the 

two   pieces    of    cannon    they  had  officers   and   troops   had   a   higher 

taken,   along  with  their   own   fix-  claim    to    honour,    than    the    mofl 

pounders,    to     attack     the     brick  complete    viftory   might  have  af- 

houfe;     while     CoL     Wafliington,  forded  in  other  inflances.     Greene 

with  the  greateft  gallantry,  made  boaffs  that  he  took  500  prifoners; 

xepeated     attempts    to    florm    the  (including     in    that    number     70 

coppice.     All  their  efforts  on  both  wounded,  who,  he  fays,  the  roysl 

iidcs  were   ineffeftual.       The    fire  forces  left  behind  them   on    their 

from  the  one  was  too  fevere  to  be  retreat  the  following   day)  that  he 

long    endured  ;     and    Wafliington  left  a  flrong  picket  on  the  field  of 

V/as  wounded  and    taken   prifoner,  battle;     that   he  colleftcd    all   his 

in  his  lail  attack    upon  the    cop-  wounded,     excepting    thole     wha 

lay 
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lay  under  the  fire  of  the  Brick 
Houfe;  that,  early  on  the  follow- 
ing morningj  he  detached  Lee  and 
Marion  on  the  way  to  Charles 
Town,  as  well  to  prevent  fuc- 
cours  from  thence,  as  to  embar- 
rafs  the  retreat  of  the  main  body 
whilll  he  purfied  them;  and,  that 
the  fugitives  from  the  field  of  bat- 
tle had  fpread  fuch  an  alarm,  that 
the  Englilh  burnt  their  ftores  at 
Dorchefter,  and  abandoned  their 
poll  at  Fair  Lawn.  He  acknow- 
ledges the  lofs  of  two  pieces  of 
cannon,  but  fays  he  brought  oft" 
one  of  theirs. 

We  are  left  as  much  in  the 
dark  as  to  the  numbers  on  the 
ro)'al  fide,  as  we  are  with  refpecl  to 
the  American.  Col.  Stewart  feems 
appreheniive,  as  well  as  Greene, 
that  it  might  be  imagined  from 
the  various  corpi  ftated  to  be  un- 
der his  command,  that  his  force 
was  confiderably  greater  than  it 
really  was.  It  may  well  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  from  the  climate,  as 
well  as  from  other  caufes,  they  were 
refpeftively  very  thin.  Letters  from 
Charles  Town,  at  the  time,  loofely 
ftated  Stewart's  force,  as  being 
about  2,000. 

The  lofs  on  the  American  fide, 
in  killed  and  wounded,  by  their 
own  account,  amounted  to  between 
five  and  fix  hundred.  That  of  of- 
ficers, which  could  not  be  con- 
cealed, was  very  confiderable.  One 
lieutenant-colonel,  one  major,  fix 
captains,  and  eight  other  coinmif- 
fioned  officers,  were  killed.  Five 
lieutenant  -  colonels,  thirteen  cap- 
tains, and  twenty-live  lieutenants, 
were  wounded.  On  our  fide,  only 
three  commiliioned  ofiicers  were 
killed  on  the  Ipot,  but  feveral  died 
of    their     wounds.       The     whole 
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number  of  men  flain  is  rated  only 
at  eighty-five  ;  the  wounded  at  351, 
of  which  fixteen  were  commiflioned 
ofiicers;  and  the  miffing  at  257; 
of  thcfe  were  ten  commilfioned  of- 
ficers, fifteen  ferjeants,  and  eight 
drummers.  We  mention  thefe  little 
particulars,  as  they  ferve  in  fome 
fort  to  (hew  the  diverfity  and  va- 
rious fortune  of  the  action.  No  no- 
tice is  taken  in  Col.  Stewart's  ac- 
count or  return,  of  fifceen  com- 
miffioned  officers,  who,  Greene  par- 
ticularly fpecifies,  to  have  been  ad- 
mitted to  their  paroles  on  the  field 
of  battle.  As  this  return  was  dated 
before  the  retreat  from  the  Eutaws, 
ic  could  not  include  the  feventy 
wounded,  who  were  faid  to  have 
been  left  behind  on  that  occa- 
fion.  Thefe,  though  it  was  made 
a  matter  of  boali,  could  only  have 
been  left  behind,  from  their  wounds 
being  in  too  bad  a  llate  to  admit 
of  a  removal.  Col.  Stewart  was 
himfelf  wounded,  and  is  faid  to  have 
been  taken  piifoner,  and  afterwards 
re-taken.  Every  royal  officer,  who 
had  the  fmallell  command,  even  to 
that  of  a  company,  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  diftinguifliing  himfelf  in 
fome  marked  degree,  which,  in 
more  fortunate  feafons,  and  circum- 
ftances  of  lefs  general  exertion^ 
would  have  been  deemed  an  objedt 
of  public  notice  and  applaufe. 

The  royal  forces  decamped  on 
the  following  evening,  Greene  pre- 
tends that  they  llaved  a  quantity  of 
rum,  and  delboyed  many  ftores, 
through  the  want  of  carriages;  but 
what  feems  utterly  improbable,  he 
farther  advances,  that  above  i,oco 
fmall  arms  were  found,  which  they 
had  broken,  and  hidden  in  the 
Eutaw  Springs.  In  the  mean  time. 
Major   M'Arthur    was    difpatched 
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with  fo  ftrong  a  detachment  from 
Charles-Town,  to  meet  the  return- 
ing forces,  that  Marion  and  Lee 
could  not  hazard  the  fmalleft  at- 
tempt to  interrupt  his  purpofe  ;  and 
Greene's  purfuitas  far  as  Harrifon's 
Swamp,  was  probably  a  mere  mat- 
ter of  parade,  without  the  fmalleft 
hope  of  being  at  all  able  to  difturb 
the  retreat.  From  that  time,  the 
country  in  the  vicinity  of  Charles 
Town,  and  of  the  neighbouring 
great  rivers,  became  the  fcene  of 
a  fmall,  cruel,  and  defultory  war, 
in  which,  excepting  the  defign  of 
llraitening  the  capital  and  its  gar- 
rifon  on  the  one  iide,  provifions, 
plunder,  acd  the  gratification  of 
jnutual  animofity,  were  the  only 
objeds. 

Thelofs  of  the  Dutch  Ifland  of 
St.  Euftatius,  marked  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  year  in  the  Weft 
Indies.  The  Marquis  de  Bouille, 
of  whofe  aftivity  and  generoiity 
as  an  enemy  we  have  had  frequent 
cccaiion  to  take  notice,  learning 
the  fecurity  and  negligence  of  the 
governor  and  garrifon,  was  there- 
by induced  to  undertake  the  other- 
wife  hcpelefs  tafk,  of  furprizing 
and  reducing  the  Ifland.  He  em- 
barked about  2,000  men  for  this 
purpofe,  in  a  number  of  fmall 
vell'els  at  Martinique,  and  know- 
ing that  the  only  pradticable  land- 
ing place  in  the  ifland  v/as  left 
open  and  unguarded,  he  took  his 
meafures  in  iuch  a  manner,  as  to 
arrive  before  it  betimes  in  the 
night.  The  landing  was  hov/ever 
fo  bad,  the  furf  fo  high,  and  the 
funken  rocks  lo  numerous  and 
dangerous,  that  he  loft  his  boats, 
and  had  many  of  his  men  drowned 
in  the  attempt.  By  the  utmoft 
perfeverance  aad  courage  he  could 


only  land  400  men  by  day -break, 
and  the  means  of  landing  more 
were  then  at  an  end.  He  faw  at 
once  the  danger  of  his  fltuation, 
that  all  afiillance  from  his  lliips, 
and  means  of  retreat,  were  equally 
cut  oft";  and  confidering  the  gar- 
rifon to  be  nearly  double  his  own 
number,  that  nothing  but  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  a  vigorous  pufti  and  bold 
adventure,  could  poilibly  fave  him- 
felf  and  his  troops,  from  being 
either  made  prifoners  or  cut  to 
pieces. 

The  landing  place  was  about 
tv.'O  leagues  diftant  from  the  town 
and  fort ;  and  the  way  was  not 
only  extremely  difficult  in  all  its 
parts,  but  was  interfered  by  a 
defile  in  the  hills,  where  a  hand- 
ful of  men  could  have  ftopped  the 
approach  of  an  army.  The  gar- 
rifon confifted  of  the  thirteenth 
and  fifteenth  regiments,  excepting 
their  light  infantry  and  grenadier 
companies,  which  had  been  called 
away  upon  fome  other  fervice ; 
but  the  remaining  number  was  not 
much  lefs  than  700  men  ;  a  force, 
wliich  in  lefs  unfortunate  times, 
could  not  have  been  fafely  ap- 
proached by  an  equal,  much  lefs 
an  inferior  enemy.  The  Marquis 
de  Bouille,  inftead  of  defpairing  in 
his  untoward  fituation,  boldly  and 
wifely  placed  a  full  truft  and  con- 
fidence in  the  negligence  of  his 
enemy,  and  the  confequent  pro- 
bability of  a  furprize.  The  troops 
landed  were  Hkewife  among  the 
beft  in  France,  being  principally 
compofed  of  Count  Dillon's  re- 
giment ;  a  part  of  that  Irifli  bri- 
gade, which  has  been  fo  long  and 
fo  highly  dillinguiflicd  for  its  va- 
lour, and  the  excellency  of  the 
troops,   and  which   the    ill   policy 
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both  of  England  and  Ireland  has^ 

driven    into    the    French    fervice. 

The  red   uniform   of  thefe   troops, 

being  the    fame    as   the    Englifh, 

contributed    greatly    to     facilitate 

and  give  effeft  to  the  enterprize, 

XT  /-I         A    divifion     of   the 

Nov.  26th.  -r 

garnfon     were    going 

through  their  exercifes  in  a  field 
at  fome  diftance  from  the  fort ; 
but  the  greater  part  were  difperfed 
in  quarters  in  the  houfes  of  the 
town,  and  as  it  was  only  about 
fun -rife,  many  were  pollibly  in 
bed.  A  volley  of  fmall  arms, 
fired  almoft  at  their  breafts,  and 
which  killed  feveral  men,  was  the 
firft  knowledge  which  the  foldiers 
at  exercife  had  of  their  danger. 
It  was  an  inftance,  perhaps,  with- 
out parallel  by  day-light.  Tiiey 
were  incapable  of  rcfiftance.  Tliofc 
in  quarters  hurried  headlong  to 
the  fort,  and  clogged  the  draw- 
bridge in  fuch  a  manner  that  it 
could  not  be  raifed,  until  the 
enemy  entered  pell-mell  along 
with  them.  Lieut.  Col.  Cock- 
burne,  commandant  or  governor, 
who  had  been  taking  an  early 
ride,  returned  juft  at  the  inftant 
of  the  furprize,  and  was  made 
prifoner  on  horfeback.  The  ifland 
was  loft  in  a  few  minutes,  and 
without  the  expcnce  of  a  man  to 
the  enemy.  It  has  not  often  hap. 
pened  that  Englifh  troops  have 
tnet  with  fo  fi»nal  a  dif^race. 

The  Marquis  de  Bouille  be- 
haved with  his  ulual  magnani- 
mity. A  confiderable  fum  of 
money,  which  the  Governor 
claimed  as  his  property,  was,  with 
the  generous  confent  of  the  olhcers 
and  troops,  reltored  to  him.  But 
a  very  large  fum,  being  a  re- 
mainder of  the  produce  of  the 
late    Tales,    and   (aid    to    be    (he 


property  of  Admiral  Rodney  and 
General  Vaughan,  became  a  prize 
to  the  vitlors.  Their  whole  fpoil 
was  ellimated  at  two  millions  of 
livres.  Such  was  the  conclufion 
of  the  unfortunate  circumftances 
which  attended  the  capture  of  the 
IHand  of  St.  Eaftatius. 

The  lols  of  that  ifland  was  only 
a  prelude  to  farther  misfortune  in 
the  V/eft  Indies.  The  fuperiority 
of  the  French  by  fea  and  !and» 
enabled  them  to  attempt  and  to 
execute  whatever  they  liked.  The 
Dutch  fetdements  of  Demerary 
and  EfTequibo,  were  retaken  by 
them  in  the  firft  month  of  the 
year  1782;  and  France,  by  their 
recovery  and  reftoration  to  Hol- 
land, as  well  as  by  the  profervation 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  had  3 
liappy  opportunity  of  difplaying 
to  her  new  ally  and  to  the  world,  a 
fidelity,  and  an  appearance  of  difin- 
tereftednefs  in  her  conduft,  which 
has  peculiarly  marked  the  prefent 
reign,  and  which  was  by  no  means 
confidered  as  her  political  cha- 
rafteriftic  in  other  times. 

The  old  and  valuable  EngHfh 
Illand  of  St.  Chriflopher's  was 
doomed  to  be  tlie  next  viilim  to 
the  calamity  of  the  times.  The 
people  had  been  much  diffatisficd 
with  the  American  war,  and  with 
many  other  mealures  of  govern- 
ment. We  have  already  obferved 
that  they  had  been  confiderable. 
fuiFerers  by,  and  had  greatly  com- 
plained of,  the  indiicjiminate 
fpoil  made  at  the  capture  of  the 
ifland  of  St.  Euftatius.  It  cannot 
be  fuppofed  that  a  difcontented 
people  fhould  ever  m.:ke  a.  hearty 
and  vigorous  defence. 

The      Marquis      de    r^^  , 

Bouille,     who     feemed  \'o,        ' 
hitherto     decreed      to       ' 

[•>VJ  a  rcjp 
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reap  all  the  laurels  which  the 
Weft  Indies  could  produce,  landed 
S.cco  men  on  the  ifland,  and  was 
fupported  by  the  Count  de  Grafle, 
with  thirty-two  fhips  of  the  line. 
The  garrifon,  under  Gen.  Frazer, 
did  not  exceed  600  efFeflive  men  ; 
and  the  great  force  of  the  enemy 
by  fea  and  land,  notwithftanding 
the  dangerous  furf,  and  other  cir- 
cumftances,  which  render  a  com- 
munication with  that  ifland  at  all 
times  difficult,  prevented  all  re- 
fiftance  to  their  landing.  Gen. 
Frazer,  with  his  handful  of  men, 
retired  to  Brimflone  Hill,  which, 
befides  fome  newly  ereded  fortifi- 
cations, was,  from  its  height,  and 
almcft  inacceflible  fituation,  confi- 
dered  as  one  of  the  flrongell  ports 
in  the  Weil  India  ifl.inds.  But 
the  number  of  troops  was  not  fuffi- 
cient  for  its  defence  through  any 
thing  of  a  long  fiege.  It  was  fup- 
pofed  that  a  garrifon  of  2,000 
men,  would  have  rendered  it  im- 
pregnable for  any  time  that  their 
provifions  lafted. 

The  Englifh  fleet  under  Sir 
Samuel  Hood,  was  then  at  Bar- 
badoes,  and  confiited  only  of  twen- 
ty-two (hips  of  the  line.  That 
ifland  was  the  original  objedl  of 
the  French  commanders,  who,  de- 
pending on  the  great  fuperiority 
of  their  force  both  by  fea  and  land, 
hoped  by  a  joint  cannonade  and 
bombardment  from  the  fhore  and 
the  (hips,  to  deftroy  the  Englifh 
fleet  in  Carlifle  Bay.  However 
this  defign  might  have  fucceeded 
in  the  experiment,  it  was  fruftrated 
by  adverfe  winds,  which  drove 
the  enemy  fo  far  to  leeward,  that 
they  found  it  neceflary  to  change 
their  objeQ,  and  diretl  their  at- 
tack agaiiift  the  Ifland  of  St, 
Kitt's. 


The  Englifli  commander,  dis- 
daining to  be  tied  down  by  the 
fuperiority  of  his  enemy,  moft 
gallantly  determined  upon  an  un- 
ulually  bold  ftroke  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  that  valuable  ifland, 
if  it  was  Itill  poffibly  to  be  done  ; 
and  inftead  of  waiting  to  be  at- 
tacked, to  altonifli  and  confound 
them  at  once,  by  becoming  him- 
felf  the  aggreflbr,  and  attacking 
them  at  anchor. 

He  accordingly  failed  from 
Carlifle  Bay  to  Antigua,  where  he 
took  Gen.  Prefect,  and  the  few 
troops  that  could  be  afforded,  on 
board,  and  from  thence  proceed- 
ing in  the  evening  for  Bafle-Terre 
Road,  where  the  enemy  lay  at 
anchor,  began  at  day-break  to 
form  his  line  of  battle,  for  the 
purpofe  of  bearing  down  upon  and 
attacking  them. 

The  accident  of  two  fliips  run- 
ning foul  of  each  other,  inter- 
rupted the  profecution  of  this 
bold  defign  ;  and  the  fleet  was 
obliged  to  lie  to  for  a  day,  during 
the  repair  of  the  damage  done  to 
the  Alfred.  A  French  frigate 
from  Martinique,  full  of  fhells 
and  ordnance  llores  for  the  fiege 
of  Brimftone-Hill,  which  fell  into 
their  hands  at  this  time,  feemed 
in  fome  meafure  to  atone  for  this 
delay.  The  Count  de  GraflTe, 
who  could  not  but  be  furprized  at 
this  unlooked  for  vifit,  and  per- 
haps rejoiced  at  the  apparent  te- 
merity of  his  enemy,  thought  it 
necefiary  to  quit  his  anchorage, 
that  by  putting  out  to  fea,  and 
gaining  a  good  offing,  bis  fliips 
might  have  full  room  to  atfl,  and 
thereby  fecure  all  the  advantages 
of  their  fuperiority  in  number. 

Sir     Samuel     Hood     y  » 

inftandy  perceived  the    ■'     *    5    * 
advantage 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE.       [*i97 


advantage  to  be  derived  from  this 
movemcmc.  The  enemy  were,  at 
day-light,  full  in  view,  and  form- 
ed in  a  line  of  battle  a -head.  He 
carried  on  every  demonftration  of 
an  immediate  and  determined  at- 
tack; and  having  thereby  drawn 
them  fomething  farther  from  the 
fliore,  he  then  pulhed  on  diredly 
for  Baffe-Terre  Road,  and  took 
poffeflion  of  that  anchorge  ground 
which  they  had  quitted  on  the 
preceding  evening.  If  the  fupe- 
rior  judgment  and  feamanlhip  dif- 
played  in  this  mafterly  movement, 
excited  the  aftonifhment  and  cha- 
grin of  the  enemy,  a  fenfe  of  its 
poffible  confcquences,  in  cutting 
them  off  from  all  communication 
with  their  army  on  fhore,  afford-* 
ed  no  lefs  room  for  the  molT:  fc- 
rious  apprehenfions.  Impelled, there- 
fore by  every  motive,  whether  of 
defeating  the  defign,  or  of  aveng- 
ing the  deception,  they  fell  with 
the  utmoft  fury  upon  Commodore 
Affleck,  who  commanded  and  clofed 
the  rear  of  the  Britilh  fquadron, 
and  with  no  fmall  hope  of  entire- 
ly cutting  off  that  divifion.  But 
that  gallant  officer,  and  his  two 
brave  feconds.  Lord  Robert  Man- 
ners, and  Captain  Cornwallis,  kept 
up  fo  noble  and  unceaiing  a  fire, 
that  with  little  lofs  or  damage  to 
themfelves,  they  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  covered  the  other  Ihips  of  the 
divifion,  while  ,  they  were  getting 
into  their  ilations ;  and  after  a  fhaip 
conflict,  the  French  were  obliged 
to  bear  off. 

The  next  morning,  by  eight 
o'clock,  the  Britilh  line  was  at- 
tacked from  van  to  rear,  by  the 
whole  force  of  the  enemy  ;  who, 
after  an  adtion  of  two  hours,  in 
^vhich  they  were    not  capable   of 


making  the  fmalleft  vifible  im- 
preffion,  ilood  off  again  to  fea. 
Count  de  Grafie,  not  yet  dif- 
couraged,  renewed  the  engage- 
ment in  the  afternoon,  diredling 
his  attack  principally  againll:  tha 
centre  and  rear  divifions,  which, 
he  hoped  to  overwhelm  by  the 
great  fuperiority  of  his  force  ;  but 
he  was  again  rep ul fed  with  greater 
lofs  and  damage  than  before.  His 
own  Ihip,  the  Ville  de  Paris,  fuf- 
fered  feverely,  and  received  no 
lefs  than  eighty- four  {hot  in  her 
hull.  Her  damage  was  fo  great> 
that  on  the  fucceeding  days  flie  was 
obliged,  in  the  feaman's  phrafe,  to 
be  heeled \  that  is,  laid  partly  on 
her  fide,  and  that  in  the  view  of 
the  Engliih,  in  order  to  plug  ani 
cover  the  fhot-holes.  It  was  faid, 
that  the  French  fent  a  thoufand 
wounded  to  St.  Eullatius.  The 
lofs  in  the  Engliih  fquadron,  in  all 
the  attacks,  amounted  to  72  killed, 
and  244.  wounded.  From  that  time, 
the  enemy  kept  at  a  guarded  dif- 
tance,  but  ftill  continued  conllanlly 
in  fight. 

The  fuccefs  of  this  bold  adven- 
ture opened  very  flattering  prof- 
perts.  The  prefervation  of  the 
ifland  was  not  only  in  view,  but 
it  was  to  he  hoped  that  the  in- 
vading fee  would  have  met  with 
fuch  difficulties  in  getting  his 
forces  clear  off,  as  might  have 
afforded  him  fufficient  caufe  to 
repent  his  temerity.  No  doubt 
was  entertained,  that  Brimllone- 
Hill  was  capable  of  making  a  long 
defence,  and  the  iiland  was  in- 
capable of  long  maintaining  the 
French  army.  Sir  George  Rodney 
was  every  hour  expeftcd  with  fuch. 
a  reinforcement  from  England,  as 
would  have  afforded  a  fuperiority 
[*A']   3  to 
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to  the  Britifti  fleet ;  and  under 
fucli  circumftances,  the  Marquis  de 
Bouille's  fituation  would  have  been 
not  a  little  critical. 

We  are  to  fee  how  affairs  in 
the  ifland  ccrreiponded  with  thefe 
hopes.  Belides  the  effeds  inci- 
dent to  that  diflatisfadion  of  the 
people  which  we  have  mentioned, 
they  had  a  melancholy  example  be- 
fore their  eyes  of  the  ruin,  which  a 
brave  and  generous,  but  ineffeftual 
defence,  had  brought  upon  their 
neighbours  in  the  ifland  of  To- 
bago. The  juftice,  humanity,  ge- 
nerofity,  and  other  eminent  qua- 
lities, difplayed  by  the  Marquis  de 
Bouille  in  the  conquered  iflands, 
ferved  much  to  lefien  the  horrors 
of  a  French  government,  with  thofe 
who  were  far  from  being  fatisfied 
with  the  proceedings  of  their  own ; 
while  the  lofles  and  untoward  events 
pf  the  war,  as  they  damped  hope, 
riecefiarily  reprefled  exertion.  A 
jeal,  or  tacit  and  underftood  neu- 
trality, feemed  accordingly  to  ope- 
rate on  the  fide  of  the  inhabit- 
ants from  the  firft  arrival  of  the 
enemy. 

About  350  of  the  militia  were, 
however,  led  by  Gov.  Shirley,  to 
reinforce  Brig.  Gen.  Frafer's  fmall 
garrifon  at  Brimftone  -  Hill,  and 
continued  to  the  laft,  bravely  to 
encounter  all  the  dangers,  and  pa- 
tiently to  endure  all  the  hard- 
ships of  the  fiege.  That  hill  rifes 
on  the  fea-fhore,  within  a  fmall 
diftance  of  Sandy  -  Point,  the  fe- 
cond  town  of  the  ifland,  and  about 
four  ler.gues  from  Bafle  -  Terre, 
where  the  enejriy  landed,  which  is 
confidered  as  the  capital.  On  the 
night  of  their  landing,  and  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  the  French  clcfe- 
]y  inyefted  Brimftone  -  Hill  on  all 


fides.  The  powerful  artillery  which 
had  been  deitined  to  the  attack  on 
Barbadoes,  was  now  attempted  to 
be  difembarked  at  Sandy  -  Hook, 
as  they  had  no  means  of  con- 
veying it  by  land  from  Eaffe- 
Terre.  The  fliip  which  conveyed 
the  moft  heavy  and  efFeftive  part 
of  it,  together  with  a  prodigious 
quantity  of  fhells,  balls  and  ord- 
nance ftores,  ftruck  upon  the  rocks, 
and  went  to  the  bottom.  This 
lofs,  with  the  fubfequent  capture 
by  the  Britifli  fquadron,  of  the  fri- 
gate which  was  bringing  a  frefli 
fupply  from  Martinique,  feemed 
to  augur  fabourably  to  the  garrifon. 
But  the  enemy  were  not  to  be  dif- 
couraged  by  common  accidents  or 
difappoiniments.  They  fiflied  up, 
with  great  perfeverance  and  in-r 
duftry,  no  fmall  part  of  the  artil- 
lery, (hells  and  ftores  that  had  been 
funk  ;  the  men  of  war  brought  more 
heavy  artillery  from  Martinique, 
which  they  landed  at  Sandy-Point; 
and  the  means  provided  for  the 
protedion  and  defence  of  the  gar-r 
rifon,  were,  by  a  Itrange  fatality, 
moft  lamentably  perverted  to  their 
deftruftion. 

For,  eight  brafs  twenty  -  four 
pounders,  with  6,000  balls  of  that 
calibre,  together  with  two  thirteen 
inch  brafs  mortars,  and  1,500 
fbells,  all  v/hich  had  been  fent 
out  by  government  to  the  fupply 
of  that  fortrefs,  had  not,  through 
fome  ftrange  circumftance,  of  whict> 
we  are  not  perfectly  informed,  been 
carried  up  to  the  works ;  and 
were  all  found  by  the  enemy  at 
the  foot  of  the  hill,  and  proved  a 
moft  feafonabie  and  neceffary  fup- 
ply to  them  in  the  profecution  of 
the  fiege. 

The     hill    is     naturally     very 
strong  i 
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ftrong ;  the  approaches  to  it  are 
difficult,  and  the  afccnt  to  it  fo 
fteep,  as  not  to  require  much  ar- 
tificial aid,  to  enable  a  few  men 
to  repel  any  fudden  afTauIt.  But 
the  works  and  buildings  at  tha 
top  were  in  no  degree  anfwerable 
to  the  ftrength  of  the  fuuation ; 
and  were  little  calculated  to  vvith- 
Itand  the  batteries  of  heavy  can- 
non and  mortars,  which  the  un- 
difturbed  pofleffion  of  the  adjoin- 
ing country,  and  the  weaknefs  of 
the  garrifon,  enabled  the  enemy 
to  efiablifh,  at  the  moll  conve- 
nient diftances,  and  in  the  moft 
advantageous  pofitions.  It  can- 
not but  appear  furprizing,  that 
after  fo  long  a  war,  and  fo  much 
neighbouring  and  expected  dan- 
ger, the  garrifon  Ihould  be  totally 
dellitute  of  entrenching  tools ;  a 
proper  fupply  of  which,  in  fo  pe- 
culiar a  fuuation,  would  have  af- 
forded abundant  refources,  even 
to  the  very  laft  extremity. 

The  Marquis  de  Bouille,  how- 
ever, found  the  adventure  at- 
tended with  fo  much  difficulty, 
that  he  carried  on  his  approaches, 
and  opened  trenches,  under  all 
the  formalities  of  the  molt  regular 
liege.  He  had  eflabliflied  his  head 
quarters  at  Sandy- Point ;  but  the 
garrifon  foon  fet  the  town  on  fire ; 
and  then  played  their  heavy  cannon 
and  mortars  with  fach  efi'ed  from 
the  hill  that  the  French  could  not 
attempt  to  extinguilh  the  flame, 
until  it  was  entirely  confumed. 
They  likewife  continued  a  moft 
vigorous  fire,  which  greatly  in- 
commoded the  enemy  in  all  their 
approaches,  through  the  whole 
fiege ;  and  had  the  fortune  in  its 
progrefs  to  blow  up  a  powder  ma- 
gazine, which  was  attended  with 
the  lofs  of  fcveral  n^cn.     As   the 


French  had  no  fubftitute  for  hu- 
man labour  and  llrength  in  the 
removal  of  their  artillery  and 
heavy  ftores  from  the  fhore  to  the 
refpedlive  batteries,  which  were 
conftrucled  all  round  the  hill, 
the  toil  and  fatigue  of  the  troops, 
in  fuch  a  climate,  could  not  but 
have  been  exceffive.  The  trenches 
were  opened  in  the  night  between 
the  16th  and  17th  of  January. 

As  foon  as  the  Engiifh  admiral 
had  gained  pofTeffion  of  the  an- 
chorage, one  of  the  firll;  objedls 
with  him  and  Gen.  Prefcot,  was 
to  convey  an  officer,  with  an  ac- 
count of  their  iituation  and  cir- 
cumftances,  to  the  commanders  at 
Brimltone-Hill.  This  '  was  fuc- 
cefsfully  performed,  and  the  offi- 
cer returned  as  fafely.  Both  the 
governor  and  brigadier  -  general 
feem  at  that  time  to  have  placed  a 
greater  reliance  in  the  ftrength  of 
the  place  than  the  event  fully 
jullified.  They,  however,  re- 
quefted,  that  an  able  naval  offi- 
cer, with  a  few  feamen,  might, 
if  poffible,  be  conveyed  to  the 
garrifon,  for  the  better  manage- 
ment of  their  artillery. 

The  general  had  brought  the 
28th  regiment,  and  two  companies 
of  the  13th,  with  him,  from  An- 
tigua ;  and  the  69th  had  come 
with  the  fleet  from  Barbadoes. 
Upon  receiving  information  of 
the  confidence  and  fpirit  which 
prevailed  in  the  garrifon,  the 
admiral  propofcd  to  him,  that  if 
he  thought  a  poft  could  be  main- 
tained on  fhore,  he  would  land 
two  battalions  of  marines,  of  700 
rank  and  file  each,  which,  with 
the  regimental  troops,  would  com- 
pofe  a  body  of  about  2,400  men. 
Gen.  prefcot  did  not  think  it 
pradicnble    to     maintain     fuch     a 
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poft  ;  but  was  fanguine  in  his  de-     weeks  of  the  fiege,  they  were*  con- 
fire  of  being  put  on    fhore,   with     ftantly,  night  and  day,  cannonad- 


Jan.  28th. 


the   Antigua  troops,  and  the  69th 
regiment.      This    was 
accordingly  done,  and 
a  fraart  f,c;rmifh  immediately  took 
place,    with    a    part    of  the    Irifh 
brigade,    who    were    ftationed    at 
Bafle-Terre.      Our    troops     drove 
the  enemy  before  them  with  con- 
fiderable  lofs.     About  forty  of  our 
troops    were    killed    or  wounded ; 
and  a  lofs  of  double  the  number 
was   acknowledged    on   the    other 
fide.     This    brought    the  Marquis 
de  Bcuiile  en  the  following  morn- 
ing,  with   4,000  men,  from   San- 
dy-Point.     But    he     found     Gen. 
prefect    fo    advantageoufly    polled 
on  a  hill  clofe  to  the  fea,  that  he 
did  not   venture   the    attack,    and 
led  his  troops  back  to  the   fiege. 
As  no  objeft  v/as  to  be  gained   by 
concinuing  on  fnore.  Gen.  Prefect 
re-embarked  on  the  fame  evening. 
The  vigilance  of  the  enemy  was 
now  fo  extreme,  that  all  ccromu- 
nication     v/ith' 
Brimftone  -  Hill     was 
off.       Capt.    Curgenven,    with    a 
few  bra'/e  volunteer  feamen,  who 
boldly  attempted  to   reinforce  the 
garrifon,  were  not  only    foiled   in 
the  attempt,  but  expofed    to   im- 
minent danger;  and  a  number   of 
officers,  who  knew  all  the  private 
roads  and  paths   of  the  ifiand,  and 


ing  and  bombarding  the  garrifon. 
During  the  greater  part  of  that 
time,  all    the   force  and   effed  of 

23  pieces  of  heavy  cannon,  and  of 

24  large  mortars,  was  diredled 
againft  a  fpot  of  ground,  whofe 
greateft  diameter  did  not  exceed 
200  yards ;  and  new  batteries 
were  ready  to  be  opened  at  the 
end.  All  the  houfes  and  cover  on 
the  top  of  the  hill,  were  confumed 
or  blown  to  pieces  early  in  the 
fiege,  and  the  ft'Orks  were  every 
where  crumbling  to  their  bafe  in 
its  progrefs.  The  garrifon,  though 
every  day  thinned  by  the  number 
killed  and  wounded,  yet  far  from 
finking  under  their  growing  weak- 
nefs,  bore  the  inceffant  fatigue  of 
being  under  arms  night  and  day, 
and  the  increafing  danger,  with 
wonderful  patience  and  fortitude. 
Only  one  man  deferted  through 
the  whole  fiege. 


Feb.  8th. 


The     admiral    under- 
the     garrifon     of    went  the  painful  morti- 

totally  cut  fication  of  underftanding  their 
diftrefs  and  danger  by  fignals  from 
the  garrifon,  without  having  it  in 
his  power  to  adminifter  relief,  or 
even  to  convey  information  or 
counfel  to  the  commanders.  At 
length,  the  works  on  one  fide  be- 
ing fo  deftroyed  as  to  form  an  en- 
tire and  perfeft  breach,  almoft  all 


who  adventured  fingly  the  taik  of  the  guns  being  difmcunted  or  dif- 

attempting    to    convey    letters    or  abled,  and  there  not  being  mucn 

mefliages,    were    all    detedled    and  above  500  men  left  who  were  able 

taken  prifoners.  to  go  through  duty,  both  the  go- 

Their     vigilance    was     equalled  vernor      and      brigadier  -  general, 

by    tke    unremitting  induftry    and  thought   it    would   be  highly    un- 

labour  with  which  they   profecuted  grateful  as  well  as  imprudent,   to 

their  works,  and  the  inceffant  fury  ftake  the  lives  of  fo  brave  and  de- 

of    their    attack.     Batteries    were  ferving  a   garrifon,   upon  the   ha- 

jnuitiplied  upon  batteries  all  round  zardous    iflTue  of   an   aflault;    and 

the    hilli    and  for  the   laii   three  v/herein,  the  greateft  fuccefs   that 

could 
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could  be  hoped,  would  not  by  any 
means  extricate  them  from  the  dif- 
ficulties of  their  fuuation. 

They  had  been  before  fum- 
moned  by  the  Marquis  de  Bouille, 
upon  the  ground,  that  the  retreat 
of  Gen.  Prefcot's  detachment,  had 
left  them  no  farther  room  to  hope 
for  fuccour ;  and  he   now  eagerly 

,  embraced  the  prooofal  of 
-'  a  capitulation.  Jivery  con- 
dition they  propofed,  whether  in 
favour  of  the  garrifon  or  the  ifland, 
\v?is  agreed  to.  The  former  were 
allowed  all  the  honours  of  war 
in  the  failed  fenfe.  The  regular 
troops,  coniifting  of  the  ift  bat- 
talion of  the  Royal  Scotch,  and 
the  flank  companies  of  the  15th 
regiment,  were  rr?.nfmitted  to  Eng- 
land, until  their  exchange.  The 
ifland  was  upon  the  bell  footing 
that  it  could  be  under  a  capitu- 
lation. And  the  Marqnis  de  Bou- 
ille, with  his  wonted  magnanimity, 
difcharged,  by  a  particular  article, 
as  an  avowed  acknowledgement  of 
their  gallantry.  Gov.  Shirley,  and 
Brig.  Gen.  Frafer,  from  the  con- 
dition of  being  confidered  as  pri- 
foners  of  war,  declaring  that  the 
firll:  might  return  to  his  govern- 
ment of  Antigua,  and  the  latter 
continue  ifi  the  fervice  of  his  coun- 
try. 

The  furrender  of  Erimftone-Hill, 
and  capitulation  of  the  ifiand,  ren- 
dered the  longer  ftay  of  the  Eng- 
lilh  fquadron  on  the  anchorage 
ground  at  Bafle-Terre,  equally  ufe- 
lefs  and  dangerous ;  for  the  ene- 
my were  preparing  to  ereft  gun  and 
mortar  batteries  upon  fome  neigh- 
bouring eminences,  which  would 
hive  commanded,  at  leaft,  a  part 
of  the  fliipping.  Sir  Samuel  Hood 
{hcfelore  deternuned  upon  quitting 


his  fituation  ;  but  the  means  of  car- 
rying the  defign  into  execution, 
were  not  a  little  difficult.  The 
French  had  been  juft  joined  by  two 
fhips  of  the  line  from  France;  (b 
that  M.  de  Graffe  now  polTefied 
the  decided  fuperiority  of  34  to  22 
line  of  battle  fliips.  It  was  like- 
wife,  independent  of  this  inequality 
of  force,  the  great  obje*^  of  the 
Englifn  admiral,  now  that  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  ifland  was  no  longer 
in  view,  to  prcferve  his  fquadron 
as  whole,  and  in  as  perfeft  con- 
dition, for  the  junclion  with  Sir 
George  Rodney,  as  it  was  poflible 
to  be  done ;  well  knowing,  that 
even  the  ordinary  ejfFe£ls  of  a  par- 
tial engagement,  might  prove  the 
means  of  crippling  the  further  ope- 
rations of  the  fleet,  in  a  feafon, 
perhaps,  the  moft  critical  that  could 
podibly  be  imagined.  It  was  like- 
wife  neccffary,  if  an  engagement 
fhould  become  inevitable  on  leav- 
ing the  ifland,  that  the  fquadroa 
fhould  form  as  compaft  a  body  as 
poflible,  in  order  the  more  effec- 
tually to  reiift  the  vafl  fuperiority 
of  force  againfl  them;  and  this 
purpofe  could  only  be  attained^  by 
all  the  ihips  being,  as  nearly  as  it 
could  be  done,  under  fail  at  the 
fame  moment.  Upon  all  thefe  ac- 
counts, on  the  night  after  the  ca- 
pitulation, the  enemy's  fleet  lyini; 
within  five  miles,  and  their  lights 
full  in  view,  the  Englifh  fquadron 
flipped  their  cables,  and  put  out 
to  fea,  without  obilruflion  or  pur- 
fuit. 

The  iflands  of  Nevis  and  Mont- 
ferrat  followed  the  fortune  of  St. 
Chrillopher's  ;  (o  that  of  all  our 
former  numerous  poileflions  in  the 
Weil- Indies  Jamaica,  Barbadoes, 
and  Antigua,  now  only  remaino-d. 

Ic 
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It  was  faid,  that  the  reduftion  of 
Brimftone-Hill,  coil  the  French  a 
thoufand  men. 

The  defign  againft  Jamaica, 
>vhich  had  been  io  often  adopted, 
and,  through  a  feemingly  peculiar 
fortune,  fo  often  laid  afide  or  de- 
ferred, was  now  revived  with  more 
vigour,  under  a  greater  prepara- 
tion, and  with  a  more  affured  con- 
fidence of  fuccefs,  than  ever.  The 
Spaniards  had  a  powerful  fleet, 
and  a  great  body  of  land  forces, 
in  the  iflands  of  Hifpaniola  and 
Cuba,  who  were  amply  furnifhed 
with  abundant  provifion  for  war, 
and  in  readinefs  to  join  the  Count 
de  Grafie  in  the  attack  upon  that 
i/land.  The  naval  force  of  the  two 
crowns  in  the  Weli  -  indies,  foon 
after  the  redudlion  of  St.  Kitt's. 
amounted  to  not  lefs  than  fixty 
ihips  of  the  line  ;  and  their  land 
forces,  if  joined,  would  have  form- 
ed a  confiderable  army.  Jamaica 
had  nothing  to  oppofe  to  this 
mighty  force,  but  fix  battalions  of 
regular  troops,  (which  muft  always 
be  confidered  on  Well-India  fer- 
vice,  as  having  a  numerous  train 
of  inefFe(flives)  and  the  militia  of 
the  ifland.  The  high  fpirit  of  the 
inhabitants,  with  the  goodnefs  of 
the  troops,  and  the  great  natural 
llrength  of  the  country,  joined  to 
the  effefts  of  the  climate  operat- 
ing upon  the  moll  fevere  and  con- 
tinual duty,  would,  however,  have 
rendered  the  conquell  a  matte/  of 
the  greatefl  doubt  and  difficulty, 
and  the  war  exceedingly  tedious 
and  bloody.  But  in  all  events, 
the  ruin  of  the  ifland,  and  the 
annihilation  of  its  immenfe  pro- 
perty, muft  have  been  the  imme- 
diate confequencc  of  fo  arduous  a 
conHia, 


The  arrival  of  Sir  George  Rod- 
ney with  twelve  fail  of  the  line  at 
Barbadoes,  on  the  ipth  of  Fe- 
bruary, and  his  fubfequent  jundlion 
with  Sir  Samuel  Hood's  fquadron, 
though  later  than  was  hoped  and 
expe£led,  and  too  \.iic  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Kitt's, 
or  for  the  attainment  of  thofe 
great  objeiTis  which  might  poffibly 
have  been  within  reach,  had  it 
taken  place  during  the  refinance 
of  Brimftone-Hill,  was,  however, 
moil  tortunately  decreed,  to  break 
in  upon  the  thread  of  this  defign 
againft  Jamaica.  A  fimilar  piece 
of  good  fortune,  and  tending  to 
the  fame  objedl,  was  the  difafter 
which  befel  M.  de  Guichen's  fleet 
and  convoy,  after  the  fuccefsful  at- 
tack made  upon  the  latter  by  Ad- 
miral Kempenfeldt.  For  they  were 
fo  fhattered  and  difabled,  almoft 
immediately  after  that  firll  mifad- 
venture,  by  a  continued  fucceflion 
of  tempefts  and  foul  weather,  that 
only  two  of  the  men  of  war,  with 
a  very  fmall  proportion,  if  any,  of 
the  convoy,  could  hold  on  their 
courfe  to  join  M.  de  GraflTe;  and 
the  remainder  of  the  fleet  were 
obliged  to  return  in  very  bad  con- 
dition to  France.  It  feemed  in- 
deed, under  the  eagernefs  and  vio- 
lence of  the  prefent  war,  that  both 
France  and  England  would  fet 
even  the  feafons  at  defiance  in 
their  naval  enterprize  and  hofti- 
lity ;  but  both  nations,  upon  fe- 
veral  occafions,  paid  feverely  for 
their  temerity. 

In  a  few  days  after  the  juniSion 
cf  the  fquadrons  under  Sir  George 
Rodney  and  Admiral  Hood,  the 
fleet  was  farther  reinforced  by  the 
arrival  of  tlirce  fliips  of  the  line 
from  England.  The  firft  objeft 
§  with 
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with  the  Englifti  Admiral,  was  to 
intercept  a  fecond  convoy  from 
Erell,  which  failed  from  that  place 
ou  the  nth  of  February,  in  order 
to  fupply  the  failure  of  the  for- 
mer, and  was  conveying  naval 
Ilores,  artillery,  aramanicion,  and 
all  other  fupplies  to  the  Count  de 
Graffe,  which  were  either  neceflary 
for  the  prefent  repair  and  fitting 
out  of  his  rieet,  or  for  the  further 
fupport  and  execution  of  the  great 
objedl  he  had  in  view.  For  this 
purpofe  he  difpofed  of  his  fleet  in 
a  line  to  windward  of  the  French 
jflands,  fcretching  from  the  lati- 
tude of  Defeada  to  that  of  St. 
Vincent ;  with  a  line  of  frigates 
ftill  farther  to  windward ;  thus 
covering  the  courfe  from  Europe 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  was 
thought  impoflible  for  any  num- 
ber of  ihips  in  company  to  avoid 
being  entangled  in  the  barrier. 
The  French  convoy  had,  how- 
ever, the  addrefs,  by  making  the 
jiland  of  Defeada  to  the  north- 
ward, getting  to  leeward  of  our 
fleet,  and  creeping  clofe  in  under 
the  land  of  Gnadaloupe  and  Do- 

March  20th.     """Y^''   ^°    "^^^P^ 
the    danger,  and  to 

arrive  fafe  in  Fort-Royal  Bay 
where  they  found  the  Count  de 
Graffe  bufy  in  repairing  his  ihips, 
and  brought  him  the  means  of 
fpeedily  equipping  his  fleet  for  the 
new  intended  fervice.  This  un- 
looked-for difappointment  was  a 
fevere  check  to  the  hopes  of  the 
liritiftx  admiral,  and  left  him  no- 
thing farther  for  the  prefent  to  do, 
than  10  return  to  Gros  Illet  Bay,  in 
St,  Lucia,  there  to  re  tit  his  ihips, 
to  take  in  fuch  a  fupply  of  water, 
Itores  and  provihonb,  as  would 
qualify  the  fleet  for  long  f-rvice, 
and  to  keep  a  Itriit  watch,  by  the 


means  of  his  frigates,  upon  the 
preparation  and  movements  of  the 
enemy  in  Fort-P.nyal  Bay;  tak- 
ing care,  above  ail  things,  to  bo 
ready  to  put  to  fea  at  the  inftant 
that  he  fhould  receive  notice  of 
their  making  a  fimilar  difpo- 
fition. 

The  objefts  of  the  hoftile  com- 
manders were  not  lefs  oppofite 
than  their  interefts.  It  was  the 
buhnefs  and  deflgn  of  the  Count 
de  Grafle  to  avoid  fighting  by  all 
poiTible  means,  until  he  had  formed 
a  junction  with  the  French  and 
Spanifh  fleets  at  Hifpaniola;  whfil 
their  combined  force  would  have 
been  fo  vaitly  fupcrior,  as  to  for- 
bid every  attempt  on  the  flde  of 
England  by  fea,  to  obllrudt  their 
defigns  during  the  campaign.  On 
the  other  fide,  the  falvation  of  the 
Weil-Indies,  with  the  whole  for- 
tune and  hope  of  the  war,  de- 
pended upon  the  Britifh  com- 
manders preventing  the  jundion, 
or  at  Icail  their  bringing  on  a 
clofe  and  decilive  engagement 
with  the  Count  de  Graffe,  before 
it  took  place.  Such  were  the 
flakes  depending  upon  a  Ihift  of 
wind,  upon  other  the  moll  ufual 
cafuakies  of  weather,  and  upon 
the  numerous  accidents  and  dif- 
appointments  to  which  all  naval 
movements  and  operations  arc 
peculiarly  liable.  Nothing  could 
be  more  periloufly  critical. 

The  Britifh  fleet  at  St,  Lucia 
amounted  to  36  ihips  of  the  line. 
The  force  under  M.  dc  Grafle  at 
Martinique,  only  to  34.  We  ex- 
cept from  the  latter  account,  two 
fliips  of  the  line  armed  en  flute, 
and  two  fifty-fours ;  the  former 
not  being  in  cither  eng3gcm:;nt, 
and  the  lail,  if  preif)it,  ailing 
only    a-    frigHtcs.      The    accounts 

varr 
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vary    greatly    as    to    the    number 
actually    engaged.     We    here   ad- 
here to  the  written  order  for  the 
iine  of    battle,   figned    by    M:  de 
Graffe    himfelf,    and   which  fcems 
confirmed  upon  an  eitimate  of  the 
general    teftimony.      The    French 
fleet    feems    to  have   been    rather 
over-manned,  (thotigh  if  it  be  an 
error,  it  is  a  general  aud.  national 
one)    and  befides   a    full   comple- 
ment  of  feamen,  had  near  6,oco 
land  forces  on  board.     The  Ville 
de  Paris,  of  no  guns,  De  Graffe's 
own  Ihip,  had  not  lefs  than   1,300 
men,  including  foldiers,  on  board ; 
and  the  French  feventy-fours  car- 
ried 903  men  eacli.     Their  metal 
is  always  heavier  than  that  of  the 
Englifn,    in    equal    rates;  but    fe- 
veral   of  their  ihips    were  only   in 
indifferent   condition.      The    Eng- 
Jifli    had    five    ninety-gun     fnips, 
which  was  their  higheil  rate ;  and 
the  French  had  eight  of  80  and  84 
guns    each,    befides   the    Viile    de 
Paris,    which    was    coniidered    as 
the    pride    and    bulwark    of   their 
fleet.     So    that    upon   the    whole, 
if  an  exacl  ellimace  were  made  of 
the  force  on  both  fides,  oppofing 
fuperior  weight  of  metal  in  larger 
fnips,  and  a  much  greater  number 
of  men,  on   the   one,   to    the   ad- 
vantages of  better  condition,  two 
ihipo    more     in    number,    and     a 
fomewhat  greater  nurftber  of  guns, 
on  the  c:her,  the  comparative  ba- 
lance   would    probably   be    found 
tolerably  even,  and  it  would  ap- 
pear,   that    contending    fleets     do 
not  often    happen    to   meet    upon 
Kiore  equal  terms. 

The  van  of  the  Engliih  was 
commanded  by  Sir  Samuel  Hood, 
the  centre  by  Sir  George  Rodney, 
and  the  rear  by  Admiral  Francis 
Prakc.    The  fliips  Avere  in  good 


condition ;  and  perhaps  a  fet  of 
more  brave  and  able  onicers  were 
never  joined  in^the  command  of 
an  equal  number,  in  any  conflift. 
The  three  divifions  of  the  French 
fleet  were  commanded  by  the 
Count  de  Grafle,  M.  de  Vaudre- 
vil,  and  M.  de  Bougainville, 
who  were  all  diftinguifned  com- 
manders. 

The  French  fleet  began  to  turn 
out  of  the  harbour  at  Fort-P.oya!, 
by  the  break  of  day  on  the  8th  of 
April,  with  a  great  convoy  under 
their  protection,  all  bound  to  lee- 
ward, and  intending  to  fail  down 
to  the  French  or  Spaniili  ports  in 
Hifpaniola.     But  as  M.  de  Grafle 
had    every    reafon  for  wlihing  to 
avoid  any  encounter  on  his  paflage, 
inftead    of  puftiing,  as  his  courfe 
was,    direftly    to    leeward,    which 
would  have  laid  him  open  to  the 
fair  and   unremitted  chace   of  his 
purfuers,     and     which     it    would 
have  been  impoflible  to  evade  in  an 
open  fea,  with  fo  conftant  a  wind, 
he  thought  it    more  advifeable  to 
keep    clofe  in    under  the   idands, 
until    he   had  eluded  the    pcrfuit. 
The  adoption  of  this  courfe  feem- 
ed  to    promife   many    advantages. 
The  French  being  better  acquaint- 
ed   with   the    coafls,    cculd    keep 
much  clofer    to  the  land  than  the 
Englifli  would  dare   to  adventure, 
and  keeping  the  convoy    between 
him  and  the  ftiore,  he   hoped    to 
throw  them  oft"  entirely  to  leeward  ; 
the  feveral  channels  between    the 
iilands  were  likewife  better  known 
to    the    French  ;  and    thefe,  with 
the  great  diverfuy  of   winds   and 
pafi^ages  which  they  aflx)rded,  feem- 
ed  to  hold  out  inexhauftible  means 
of  baffling  the  purfuit  of  an  ene- 
my. 

His    conduit,    however,  in   this 
bufinefs 
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and  the  general  ardourj  which  it 
might  be  faid  added  wings  to  the 
fleet,  brought  them  within  fight  of 
the  enemy,  under  Dominique,  on 
that  very  night ;  and  they  afterwards 
regulated  thepurfuitby  their  fignals, 

i)o  ludden  a  preflure  could  not 
have  been  cxpefted  by  M.  de 
GrafTe.  He,  however,  like  a  pre- 
pared and  accomplifiied  comman- 
der, immediately  fuited  himfelf  to 
the  emergency,  and  though  fight- 
ing was  by  no  means  his  objedl,  he 
formed  the  line  of  battle  to  wind- 
ward betimes  in  the  morning, 
thereby  affording  an  opportunity 
to  his  convoy  to  proceed  on  their 
courie,  whilfl  he  itood  to  abide  the 
confequences.  On  the  other  fide. 
Sir  George  Rodney  had  thrown 
out  fignals  Toon  after  five  in  the 
morning  to  prepare  for  battle,  to 
form  the  line  at  two  cable  lengths 
diftance  afunder,  and  for  the  Ihips 
to  fill  and  fland  on.  But  the  Eng- 
lifh  fleet  lay  becalmed  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time  under  the  high  lands 
of  Dominique,  while  the  enemy, 
who  were  farther  advanced  towards 
Gaudaloupe,  had  wind  enough  to 
enable  them  to  make  the  move- 
ments we  have  flated. 

The  breeze  at  length  reached 
the  van  of  tlie  Engliih  fleet,  and 
they  began  to  clofe  with  the  French 
centre,  whilft  their  own  centre  ajid 
rear  were  ftill  becalmed.  It  is  faid, 
that  the  Count  de  GrafTe  mieht 
flill  have  avoided  an  engagement ; 
but  the  temptation  held  out  of 
falling  with  his  whole  weight  upon 
and- entirely  crulhing  one  third  of 
his  enemy's  force,  while  thus  fe- 
parated,  was  too  Urong  to  be  well  re- 
filled. The  aftion  com-  ,  , 
menced  about  9'cloek.  ■"?'"♦  9'"* 
The  attack  was  led  by  the  Royal 

Oak, 


bufinefs  has  been  queflioned,  and 
probably  without  due  confidera- 
tion,  on  two  grounds ;  firft,  for 
putting  to  fea  at  all,  and  again, 
for  encumbering  himfelf  with  the 
convoy.  With  refpeft  to  the  firft, 
the  great  objedl  he  had  in  view, 
not  only  warranted  fome  hazard, 
but  perhaps  any  thing  fhort  of 
decifion ;  nor  cduld  his  inadlivity 
at  that  tim.e,  when  fo  great  a  force 
was  wailing  for  him  to  leeward, 
and  the  hopes  of  both  nations  were 
fo  highly  raifed,  ever  be  juftified, 
either  to  his  country  or  to  the 
world.  The  arduous  fituation  of 
a  commander  in  chief,  obliges  him 
to  look  to  his  own  charafter,  and 
to  the  public  opinion,  as  well  as 
to  the  public  fervice.  Thofe  who 
know  danger  only  in  theory,  and 
who  are  little  inibrmed  as  to  cir- 
cumilances,  are  feldom  merciful  in 
their  cenfure  or  opinion  of  a  com- 
mander, who  is  fuppofed  to  mifs 
any  favourite  objedl  through  the 
want  of  fighting.  Neither  was  he 
without  reafons  for  hoping,  that  if 
an  adlion  fnould  take  place,  it  might 
ha^'e  been  rendered  partial  and  in- 
decifive.  As  to  the  convoy,  it  does 
not  feem  that  the  French  com- 
mander could  have  been  at  all  war- 
ranted, in  leaving  it  locked  up  in 
Fort-Royal  Bay. 

The  movements  of  the  enemy, 
and  their  departure  from  that  bay, 
were  fo  Ipeedily  communicated  by 
fignals  from  the  frigates  upon  the 
watch,  and  the  Engliili  fleet  were 
in  fuch  excellent  preparation,  that 
the  whole  were  clear  of  Grofs-lflet- 
Bay  by  noon,  and  purfued  them 
with  the  utmoft  expedition ;  fo  that 
the  French  gained  only  a  few  hoitrs, 
by  being  maltcrs  of  the  time  of  de- 
parture. This  unequalled  diligence. 
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Oak,  Captain  Burnet,  and  fecond- 
cd  by  the  Alfred  and  the  Mon- 
tague, with  the  moft  impetuous 
bravery.  The  whole  dlvifion  were 
in  a  few  minutes  clofely  engaged, 
and  for  mor^  than  an  hour  were 
exceedingly  prefiTed  by  the  great 
fuperiority  of  the  enemy.  The 
Barfleur,  Sir  Samuel  Hood's  own 
fhip,  had  at  one  time  feven,  and  ge- 
nerally three  (hips  firing  upon  her; 
and  none  of  the  divifion  efcaped 
the  encounter  of  a  very  difpro- 
portionate  force.  Nothing  could 
be  more  glorious  than  the  firm  and 
efteftive  refiftance  with  which,  and 
without  once  Ihrinking,  they  fuf- 
tained  all  the  efforts  ot  fo  great  a 
fuperiority. 

At  length,  and  by  degrees,  the 
leading  fhips  of  the  centre  were  en- 
abled to  come  up  to  the  afiiflance 
of  the  van.  Thefe  were  foon  fol- 
lowed by  Sir  George  Rodney  in 
the  Formidable,  with  his  two  fe- 
conds  the  Namur  and  Duke,  all 
of  90  guns ;  who  made  and  fup- 
ported  a  moll  tremendous  fire.  The 
gallantry  of  a  French  captain  of 
a  74  gun  fhip  in  the  rear,  who, 
oppofite  to  Prince  Rupert's  Bay, 
having  backed  his  main  -  top  -  fail, 
fleadily  received  and  bravely  re- 
turned the  fire  of  thefe  three  great 
fliips  in  fucceflion,  without  in  the 
le^all:  flinching  from  his  ftation,  ex- 
cited the  higheft  applaufe  and  ad- 
miration of  his  enemies ;  and  one 
of  our  officers  could  not  refrain, 
under  the  immediate  impulfe  of 
his  enthufiafm,  from  calling  him  a 
**  Godlike  Frenchman"  in  a  let- 
ter which  he  wrote  home  upon  the 
occafion. 

The  coming  up  of  the  admiral, 
with  a  pare  of  the  centre  divifion, 
rendered   the    fight   Ieft>    unequal; 


and  M.  de  GraiTe,  notwithftanding 
his  ftill  great  fuperiority,  finding 
that  his  purpofe  had  failed  while 
the  van  was  engaged  fingly,  deter- 
mined, by  changing  the  nature  of 
the  adlion,  to  prevent  its  now  be- 
coming decifive.  The  command 
of  the  wind,  and  the  connefled  ftate 
of  his  fleet,  enabled  him  to  execute 
this  defigr.,  and  to  keep  fuch  a  cau- 
tious diitance  during  the  remainder 
of  the  engagement,  as  was  evident- 
ly intended  to  difable  our  fliips  as 
much  as  it  could  be  done,  without 
any  confiderable  hazard  on  his  own 
fide.  This  fort  of  firing,  which  was 
extremely  well  fuppcrted  on  both 
fides,  and  produced  as  much  cffcA 
as  the  diitance  would  admit,  was 
continued  for  an  hour  and  three 
quarters  longer ;  during  all  which 
time,  the  reli  of  the  fleet  was  held 
back  by  the  calms  and  baffling 
winds  under  Dominique.  Several 
of  our  ofiicers  have  condemned  the 
failure  of  enterprize  which  appear- 
ed on  the  fide  of  the  enemy,  in 
not  exerting  their  fuperiority  with 
greater  cffeft  during  this  interval ; 
but  it  is  poflible,  that  the  motives 
which  operated  with  the  French 
commander  did  not  come  within 
their  confideration. 

The  morritication  of  the  fixteen 
brave  officers  w  ho  commanded  the 
fliips  in  the  rear,  and  who  were 
doomed  to  be  the  fpeftators  of  fo 
unequal  a  combat,  without  hav- 
ing it  in  their  power  to  fupport 
their  admiral  and  fellows,  is  much 
more  eafily  to  be  conceived  than 
defcribed.  About  twelve  o'clock, 
the  remaining  fnips  of  the  centre 
came  up,  and  the  rear  was  cloflng 
the  line ;  upon  which  M.  de  Grafle 
withdrew  his  fleet  from  the  action, 
and  evaded  all  the  efforts  of  the 
En-lifh 
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Englifh  commanders  for  its  renew- 
al.    No  fea  battle  could  be  better 
fought  than  this  was  on  both  fides, 
fo    far,    at   Icaft,  as    it  fuited    the 
views  of  the  commander  on  one  fide 
to  admit  of  clofe  aftion  ;  nor  has  a 
more  tremendous  cannonade   been 
known   between   any    equal    num- 
ber of  fhips.     The    French   com- 
mander, notwithftanding  his  great 
fuperiority  at  all  times,  but  parti- 
cularly in  his  'firll  adlion  with  the 
van,   failed  entirely  in  his   objed  ; 
and  his  fhips  received  much  more 
damage,  than   their   fire  produced 
on   the  other  fide.     Two  of  them 
were  fo  much  dilabled,  that  they 
were    obliged    to    quit   the    fleet, 
and    put     into     Guadaloupe,     by 
wiiich    his    line    was     reduced    to 
thirty-two  ihips;  and  the  damage 
fufcained    by    others,    led    to    tiie 
fubfequent  aftion,    and  to    all   its 
decifive     confequences.     On     our 
iide    the  Royal    Oak    and    Mon- 
tague fufFered  extremely  ;  but  were 
ftili  capable  of  being  fo  far  repair- 
ed   at  fea,  as  not   to  be    under  a 
neceffity     of    quieting    the     fleet. 
Captain     Bayne     of    the    Alfred 
gallantly  fell  in  this  ad^ion. 

The  fleet  lay  to,  on  the  night 
of  the  9th,  to  repair  their  damages ; 
and  the  following  day  was  princi- 
pally fpent  in  refitting,  in  keeping 
the  wind,  and  in  tranfpofing  the 
rear  and  the  van,  the  former  of 
which  not  having  been  in  the  late 
adlion,  was  neceflarily  fitter  for 
the  active  fervice  of  that  divifion. 
Both  fleets  kept  turning  up  to 
windward,  in  the  channel  which 
feparates  the  iflands  of  Dominique 
and  Guadaloupe.  It  was  con- 
ftantly  in  the  power  of  the  enemy 
to  come  to  ad\ion  whenever  they 
pleafed,  as  they  were  always  to 
windward;  while  i":  was  impoilible 


for  the  Englifh  admiral  to  force 
them,  entangled  as  his  fleet  was 
between  thofe  iflands,  and  a  little 
duller  of  fmall  ones,  called  the 
Sain  is,  with  the  wind  againil 
him. 

On  the  iiih  the  enemy  had  got 
fo  far  to  windward  as  to  weather 
Guadaloupe,  and  had  gained  fuch 
a  diflance,  that  the  body  of  their 
fleet  could  only  be  dcfcried  from 
the  marts  heads  of  our  centre.  AH 
hope  of  being  able  to  come  up  with 
them  feemed  now  at  an  end ;  and 
it  was  faid  to  have  become  a  quef- 
tion  of  dpliberaiiou  on  our  iide:, 
whether  to  continue  a  chace,  which 
appeared  to  be  hopelefs,  or  at 
once  to  pufli  to  leeward,  and  en- 
deavour to  get  before  them  at  their 
rendezvous  ? 

In  this  critical  flate  of  things, 
fo  highly  interelling  to  both  fides, 
two  of  the  French  ftiips,  which 
had  r'^ceived  damage  in  the  late 
adlion,  were  perceived,  about  noon, 
to  fall  oft"  confiderably  from  the 
reft  of  their  fleet  to  leeward.  This 
welcome  fight,  immediately  pro- 
duced fignals  for  a  general  chace 
from  the  Britifli  admiial,  and 
again  renewed,  throughout  the 
fleet,  the  hope  cf  coming  up  with 
the  enemy.  The  purluit  was  fo 
vigorous,  chat  the  Agamemnon, 
and  fome  others  of  the  heaJmoll 
of  the  Britilhi  line,  were  coming 
up  fo  faft  with  thefe  fhips,  that 
they  would  have  been  afluredly 
cut  ofi^  before  evening,  if  their 
fignals  for  alfiftance,  and  evident 
danger,  had  not  induced  M.  de 
GralTe,  to  bear  down  with  his 
whole  fleet  to  their  aflifence. 

This  fpirited  movement  brought 
things    precifely  to    that  fituation, 
which  our  commanders  had  fo  ar- 
dently   fought,,   and    fo   little    ex- 
pefted. 
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pefted.  It  was  now  impofTible  for 
the  enemy  to  avoid  fighting  ;  but 
the  evening  being  too  far  advan- 
ced, that  final  decifion  was  poft- 
poned  to  the  morning  The  pur- 
fuing  flaps  fell  back  into  their  Na- 
tions ?  a  clofe  line  was  immediate- 
ly formed,  and  a  moll  mailerly 
difv)ofition  cf  tlie  Britilh  fleet  ex- 
hibited ;  while  fuch  manoeuvres 
were  praftifed  in  the  night,  as 
were  neceffary,  at  leaft,  to  pre- 
ferve  things  in  their  prefent  ftate, 
and  might  poffibly  produce  cafual 
advantage.  The  wind  generally 
hawls  to  the  northwards  towards 
evening  in  the  Weft-India  iilands, 
and  to  make  the  moll  of  this  cir- 
cumftance,  our  fleet  flood  to  the 
ibuthward  until  two  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  then  tacked  with  their 
heads  to  the  northward.  On  the 
other  fide,  the  enemy  being  fenfi- 
ble  that  the  die  was  now  call, 
prepared  with  the  greateft  reiolu- 
tion  for  battle,  and  only  confider- 
ed  how  to  abide  the  ifl^'ue  with 
the  bell  grace  and  countenance 
poffible. 

The  fcene  of  a£lion  may  be  con- 
ftdered  as  a  moderately  large  bafon 
of  water,  lying  between  the  iflands 
of  Guadaloupe,  Dominique,  the 
Saints,  and  Marigalante  ;  and 
bounded  both  to  windward  and 
leeward  by  very  dangerous  fliores. 
The  hoftile  fleets  met  upon  op- 
pofite  tacks.  The  battle  com- 
menced about  feven  o'clock  in  nhe 
morning,  and  was  continued  with 
unremitting  fury  until  near  the 
fame  hour  in  the  evening.  Ad- 
miral Drake,  whofe  divifion  led 
to  aftion,  gained  the  greateft;  ap- 
plaufe  and  the  higheft  honour,  by 
the  gallantry  with  which  he  re- 
ceived, and  the  efFed  with  which 
he  returned,  the  fire  of  the  whole 


French  line.  ^  His  leading  fhij> 
the  Marlborough.  Captain  Penny, 
was  peculiarly  diitinguilhed.  Slie 
received  and  returned,  at  the  near- 
efi:  diftances,  tlae  firfl:  fire  of  twenty 
three  French  ftiips  of  war ;  and 
had  the  fortune  only  to  have  three 
men  killed,  and  fixteen  wounded. 

The  fignal  for  clofe  fighting 
had  from  the  firfl:  been  thrown 
out,  and  was,  without  a  fingle  ex- 
ception, punctually  obferved.  The 
line  was  formed  at  only  a  cable 
length's  diilance.  Oiir  fiiips,  as 
they  came  up,  ranged  flowly  and 
clofely  along  the  enemy's  line, 
and  clofe  under  their  lee,  where 
they  gave  and  received  a  moft  tre- 
mendous fire.  They  were  fo  near, 
that  every  fliot  took  place ;  and 
the  French  Ihips  being  fo  full  of 
men,  the  carnage  in  them  was 
prodigious.  We  may  form  fome 
opinion  of  the  havock  that  was 
made,  from  the  Formidable,  Sir 
George  Rodney's  flap,  firing  near 
fourfcore  broad  fides ;  and  we 
may  well  believe  that  fhe  was  not 
Angular.  The  French  flood  and 
returned  this  dreadful  fire  with 
the  utmoll  gallantry ;  and  both 
fides  fought,  as  if  the  fate  and 
the  honour  of  their  refpeflive 
countries  were  flaked  upon  the  if- 
fue  of  that  fingle  day. 

About  noon,  or  not  long  after. 
Sir  George  Rodney,  in  the  For- 
midable, with  his  feconds  the  Na- 
mur  and  Duke,  and  immediately 
fupported  by  the  Canada,  bore  di- 
reclly,  with  full  fail,  athwart  the 
enemy's  line,  and  fuccefsfully 
broke  through  it,  about  three 
fhips  ihort  of  the  centre,  whera 
M.  de  Grafle  commands;d  in  the 
Ville  de  Paris.  Being  followed 
and  nobly  fupported  by  the  fhips 
a-ftern    of    his   divifion,   he  wore 

round 
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round  upon  his  heel,  and  thus 
doubling  upon  the  e::emy,  and 
clofing  up  with  their  cetitre,  com- 
pleted the  reparation  of  their  line, 
and  threw  them  into  inextricabie 
confufion.  "J  his  bold  pufh  decid- 
ed the  fortune  of  the  day.  The 
French,  however,  continued  ftill 
to  fight  with  the  utmolt  bravery, 
and  the  battle  hiied  till  funfet  ; 
which  in  thofe  latitudes  is  almoft 
immediately  fucceeded  by  dark- 
nefs. 

The  inflant  that  the  admiral 
wore,  after  breaking  through  the 
enemy's  line,  he  threw  out  a  fig- 
nal  for  the  van  to  tack  ;  and  this 
being  as  immediately  complied 
with  by  Admiral  Drake,  our  fleet 
thereby  got  to  windward  of  the 
enemy,  and  completed  the  general 
Gonfufion.  The  French  van  bore 
away  to  leeward,  in  an  endeavour 
to  reform  their  broken  line  ;  but 
this  they  were  never  able  to  ac- 
compliih  ;  the  difmay  and  difor- 
der  in  that  part  of  their  line  a- 
ftern,  was  irretrievable.  Sir  Sa- 
muel Hood's  divifion  had  been 
long  becalmed,  and  thereby  kept 
out  of  aftion  ;  the  coming  up  now 
of  his  leading  (hips,  and  a  part  of 
his  centre,  as  far  at  leall  as  the 
Barflear,  which  he  commanded 
himfelf,  ferved  to  render  the  vic- 
tory more  decifive  on  the  one  fide, 
and  the  ruin  greater  on  the  other. 

The  broken  ftate  of  the  French 
fleet,  necefTarily  expoied,  in  fome 
inllances,  a  few  fnips  to  the  at- 
tacks of  a  greater  number;  and 
the  extent  of  the  aftion,  with 
the  darknefs  and  uncertainty  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  fmoke,  afforded 
even  opportunities,  which  might 
have  been  lels  expeftcd,  for  fingle 
combat.  The  Canada  of  74  guns, 
Capt.  Cornwallis,  took  the  French 
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Iledlor,  of  the  fame  force,  finj^Ie 
hand.  Captain  Jngieiield,  in  the 
Centaur  of  74  guns,  came  up  from 
the  rear,  to  the  attack  of  the  Ce- 
far,  of  74  likewife.  Both  fhips 
were  yet  tredi  and  unhurt,  andu 
mod  gallant  adion  took  place ; 
but  though  the  French  captain 
had  evidently  much  the  werll  of 
the  combat,  he  ftill  difdained  to 
yield.  Three  other  fhips  came 
up  fucceflively,  and  he  bore  to  be 
torn  almoll  to  pieces  by  their  fire. 
His  courage  was  inflexible  ;  he  is 
faid  to  have  nailed  his  colours  to 
the  mafl,  and  his  death  only  could 
put  an  end  to  the  contelh  When 
file  flruck,  her  mall  went  over- 
board, and  file  had  not  a  foot  of 
canvas  without  a  fhot-hole.  The 
Glorieux  likewife  fought  nobly ; 
and  did  not  ilrike,  until  her  mafts, 
bow-fprit,  and  enfign  were  fhot 
away.  The  Englifh  Ardent,  of 
64  guns,  which  had  been  taken 
by  the  enemy  in  the  beginning  of 
the  war,  near  Plymouth,  was  now 
retaken,  either  by  the  Belliqueux, 
or  the  Bedford.  The  Diadem,  a 
French  74  gun  fhip,  went  down 
by  a  fingle  broadfidf,  which  fome 
accounts  attribute  to  the  Formida- 
ble ;  it  has  alfo  been  faid,  that 
fhe  was  loll  in  a  generous  exertion 
to  fave  her  Admiral. 

M.  de  GrafTe  was  nobly  fup- 
borted,  even  after  the  line  was 
broken,  and  until  the  dif  rder 
and  confufion  became  irremediable 
towards  evening,  by  the  fh'ps  that 
were  near  him.  His  two  leconds, 
the  Languedoc  and  Couronne, 
were  particularly  diftinguifhed  ; 
and  the  former  narrowly  elcaped 
being  taken,  in  her  lafl  efforts  to 
extricate  the  admiral.  The  ViUe 
de  Paris,  after  being  already  much 
battered,    was     clolcly    laid   along 
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fide  by   the  Canada  ;  and  in  a  def- 
pcrace    adion    of   near   two  hours, 
was    reduced  almoll     to    a   wreck. 
Captain    Cornvvallis  was   fo   intent 
in  his  defign  upon  the  French  ad- 
miral, that  without  taking    poflef- 
tionofthe    Heftor,  he  left   her  to 
be  picked   up   by  a   frigate,    while 
he  pufhed  on  to  the  Ville  de  Paris. 
It  ieemed  as  if  M.  de  Grafle   was 
determined    to   fink,    rather     than 
ftrike  to  any  thing   under  a  flag  ; 
but    he  likewife  undoubtedly  con- 
fidered   the  fatal  efFefts   which  the 
ftriking    of  his    flag    might    pro- 
duce on  the  reft  of  the  fleet.     Other 
fhips  came  up    in  the    heel  of  the 
aflion   with    the    Canada ;  but    he 
Hill    held    out.      At     length    Sir 
Samuel    Hood    came    up    in    the 
Barfleur,  juft  almoft  at  funfet,  and 
poured  in   a  moft  tremendous  and 
deftruftive  fire,  which  is  faid  to  have 
killed  fixty  men  outright ;  but   M. 
de  GraflTe,  wifhing  to  fignalize,  as 
much    as    poflible,    the    lofs  of  fo 
fine    and  fo  favourite  a   fliip,  en- 
dured the   repetitions    of  this   fire 
for    about    a    quarter   of  an    hour 
longer.     He    then   ftruck   his    flag 
to    the    Barfleur,   and    furrendered 
himfelt   to   Sir  Samuel    Hood.     It 
was    faid,    that    at    the    time    the 
Ville  de    Paris   ftruck,  there  were 
but  three    men  left  alive  and    un- 
hurt on  the  upper  deck,  and   that 
the  Count   de  Grafle  was   one    of 
the    three. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  fea  has  not 
often  exhibited  a  more  noble  na- 
val  and  military  conteft  ;  and  if  we 
were  difpofcd  to  adopt  the  found- 
ing language  fometimes  ufed  on 
the  continent,  it  might  be  faid, 
without  much  extravagance  of 
hyperbole,  that  miracles  and  pro- 
digies of  valour  were  performed  on 
both  fides.    The  Cefar,  which  was 


one  of  the  beft  ftiips  in  the  Frencli 
fleet,  was  unforiunately  fet  on 
fire,  and  blew  up  in  the  night  of 
the  adion.  This  happened  thro' 
the  inordinate  behaviour  of  the 
French  priibners,  who  throwing 
off  all  obedience  to  their  officers 
from  the  time  fhe  ftruck,  and  find- 
ing the  Engiifh  on  board  too  few 
in  number  eft'edually  to  reftrain 
their  ill  conduft,  were  guilty  of 
the  greateft  enormities.  A  lieu- 
tenant, and  fifty  Englifli  Teamen, 
perifhed  with  about  400  priloners. 

The  advantage  of  clofe  fighting 
with  Engiifh  fhips  and  feamen, 
was  never  more  happily  exempli- 
fied, or  more  demonftrably  fhewn, 
than  in  this  aftion.  The  lofs  of 
men  on  the  f;de  of  the  enemj  was 
prodigious.  Three  thoufand  are 
laid  to  have  perifhed  every  way, 
and  double  that  number  to  have 
been  wounded.  We  are  far  from 
confidering  thefe  eftimates  as  en- 
tirely accurate,  and  the  latter,  in 
particular,  is  probably  too  large  : 
but  h  is  undoubted,  that  there  were 
more  men  killed  in  the  Ville  de 
Paris,  and  in  feme  other  fmgle 
French  fhips,  than  in  the  whole 
Engiifh  line.  The  fhips  likewifq 
fufiered  extremely,  and  the  fleet 
in  general  was  little  lefs  than  ruin- 
ed ;  while,  on  the  other  fide,  a 
fquadron  of  Britifh  fl^ips  were 
frefli  and  fit  for  atlion  at  the  clofe 
of  the  day.  It  is  to  be  obferved, 
that  the  fmall  fuperiority  as  to  the 
number  of  fhips  on  the  Engiifh 
fide,  did  not  contribute  any  thing 
to  the  fuccefs  of  the  day  ;  as  more 
fhips  of  Sir  Samuel  Hood's  divi- 
fion,  than  that  difference  amount- 
ed to,  were  held  back  through  the 
want  of  wind,  from  coming  into 
adion.  It  would  be  of  little  avail, 
and   entirely   befide    our  purpofe, 
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to  attempt  any  enquiry  into  the 
cau fes  of  that  Superiority  which 
Britilh  feamen  pvifTefs  in  clofe 
fight ;  but  the  fad  leems  to  be  efta- 
blilhed. 

1  ne  lofs  of  men  in  the  Britifh 
fleci:  was  wonderfuUy  fmall,  con- 
fidering  the  ien;j;(.h  and  violence 
of  the  battle,  the  prodigioufnefs 
of  the  fire,  the  neanicfs  of  the 
coinbatants,  and  the  obftinate  bra- 
very  of  the  enemy.  The  whole 
number  killed  and  wounded,  in 
the  two  aftions  of  the  9th  ard 
1 2th  (for  no  fe^arate  lilts  have 
been  given)  amounted  only  to 
1050,  of  which  253  were  killed 
upon  the  fpot.  It  is  obfervable, 
that  the  flain  in  the  Ville  de  Paris 
only,  vv'as  faid  to  amount,  at  leall, 
to  400.  The  brave  Captain  Blair 
of  the  Anfon,  who,  in  the  pre- 
ceding year,  had  moft  gallantly 
fought  the  Dolphin  againll  the 
Dutch,  in  tlie  North-Sea  aftion 
under  Admiral  Hyde  Parker,  fell 
glorioudy  on  this  day.  The  lofs 
of  Lord  Robert  Manners,  fon  of 
the  late  Marquis  of  Granby,  and 
brother  to  the  Duke  of  Rutland, 
was  univerfally  lamented  by  the 
nation  as  well  as  the  navy.  That 
gallant  young  nobleman,  in  the 
command  of  the  Refolution  vf  74 
guns,  had  been  highly  diilinguiih- 
ed  during  the  war,  by  a  feries  of 
the  moft  brilliant  adlions  ;  and 
being  moft  grievoully  wounded  in 
this  battle,  (though  with  fair  hopes 
of  recovery  from  the  excellency  of 
his  conllitution)  was,  to  the  great 
lois  of  his  country  and  the  fervice, 
carried  off  by  a  locked  jaw,  a  few 
days  alter,  on  his  paftage  to  Eng- 
land. 

Thirty-fix  chells  of  money,  def- 
tined  to  the  pay  and  lubiiftenc  ■  of 
the  troops  in  the  defigned  invafion 


of  Jamaica,  were  found  in  the 
Ville  de  Paris.  The  peculiar  cir- 
cumftances  of  that  (hip,  with  re- 
fpecl  to  her  name  and  origin,  as 
well  as  her  greatnefs  and  beauty, 
rendered  her  a  prize  not  a  little 
flattering  to  the  victors.  She  had 
been  a  prefent  from  the  city  of 
Paris  to  Lewis  the  15  th,  in  that 
fallen  ftate  of  the  French  marine, 
which  prevailed  towards  the  clofe 
of  the  former  ruinous  war,  fuf- 
tained  by  that  nation  againft  Eng- 
land. No  pains  or  expence  were 
fpared,  to  render  the  gift  wOrtliy 
of  that  great  city,  and  of  the 
monarch  to  whom  it  was  prefent- 
ed ;  fo  that  (he  was  faid  to  have 
coft  176,000  1.  fterling,  in  her 
building  and  fitting  out  for  fea. 
It  f.emed  to  be  a  lingular  fortune, 
that  the  whole  train  of  artillery, 
with  the  battering  cannon,  and 
travelling  carriages,  intended  for 
the  attack  on  Jamaica,  happened 
to  be  on  board  tne  Ihips  which  were 
now  taken. 

As  it  grew  dark,  the  admiral 
thought  it  necefTary,  in  order  to 
keep  the  fleet  colleded,  to  fecurc 
the  prizes,  and  to  afford  time  for 
enquiring  into  the  ftate  and  con- 
dition of  the  fhips  that  had  fuffer- 
ed  in  the  aftion,  to  bring  to  for 
the  night.  The  routed  en-my 
made  off  to  leeward,  in  the  great- 
ell  diforder  and  coitufion  ;  and 
were  totally  out  of  fight  in  the 
morning.  The  rout  and  difmay  l)."»d 
been  continued  and  increafed,  by 
the  clofc  purfuit  of  Commodore 
Affleck  in  the  Bedford,  and  fome 
other  of  the  Britifh  (hips,  who 
kept  an  unceafing  fii'd  upon  them 
until  it  was  quite  darK.  Some 
ran  down  for  fh::lter  ai  d  relief  to 
the  Dutch  illand  of  Cura903 ; 
which    '.as  but  in  indifferent  con- 
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dition  for  afFoiding  either  The 
greater  p.;ri,  bo\.\,ver,  Ui;..er  Mon- 
fiiurs  de  Bougainville,  ai;d  deVau- 
drvi!,  kcipi  .g  logeiher  in  a  body, 
made  the  beii.  o;  th.  ir  way  to  Cape 
Fraii^ois.  It  was  evident,  that  a 
few  hours  longer  day-light  would 
have  produced  the  dellrudion  of  the 
whol'.  French  *le-t. 

Sir  George  Rodney  attempted 
to  purfue  the  enemy  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning ;  bin  the  fleet, 
was  becalmed  under  Guadaloupe 
for  three  days  fucceliiveiy  after  the 
battle,  which  afforded  the  moft 
happy  opportunity  that  could  hap- 
pen for  the  efcape  of  the  enemy. 
The  admiral  having  at  length  ex- 
amined '.he  bays  and  harbours  of 
the  neighbouring  iflands,  and  be- 
ing fatished  that  they  were  gone 
to  leeward,  difpatched  Sir  Samuel 
Hot  d,  (whofe  divifion,  as  we  have 
already  obferved,  being  in  tiie  rear, 
and  coming  up  late,  had  fuffered 
but  little  in  the  batvU)  to  the  well 
end  of  St.  Domingo,  or  Hii-anio'a, 
in  the  hope  that  he  mighc  be  able 
to  pick  up  feme  of  their  diiabled 
Ihips  ;  he  him:eU  following  with 
the  reft  of  the  fleet  under  an  eafy 
fail,  in  order  to  rejoin  him  off  Cape 
Tiberoo.i. 

Sjccefsful,  glorious,  and  high- 
ly important  in  its  conlequ.nces 
as  this  adtion  was,  yet  it  did  not 
pafs  entirely  free  from  a  certain 
degree  of  criticifm  and  cenfure. 
It  has  been  faid,  both  in  the  fer- 
vice  and  our,  that  if  the  enemy 
had  been  inftantly  purfued,  when 
they  ran  to  lecnvard  in  the  even- 
ino-,  the  fleet  would  thereby  have 
efcaped  the  calm  which  detained 
it  fo  long  under  Guadaloupe,  and 
that  very  few,  i^r  any,  of  the 
French  (hips  could  have  efcaped  ; 
whereby,     they    fyy,    the     battle 
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would  have  held  a  fcremcft    place 
amangfl   thofe    the    mcft    glorious, 
and    the    molt    happily   decifive  iii 
their    coniequences,    that    are    re- 
corded   in    hiliory.     Without    en- 
tering into  the  merits   of  a    quef- 
tion,  of  which  we  cannot  be  com- 
petent judges,   it  may    in  general 
be  obfcrved,  that  great  and  fignal 
fcrvice    fliculd    be    received    with 
gratitude,  in  whatever  way,    with- 
out   diflionour,    it    is    performed  ; 
that    too    llrift-  a  fcrutiny  in    fuch 
cafes  feems  invidious  ;  for  that  all 
human  adion  is   liable  to  fault  and 
to  error  ;  but  that  where  the  good 
greatly     predominates,     it    fliould 
fprcad  like  gold  in  fully   covering 
over    the    imperfedion.        Things 
will    appear  m    a     very    different 
point  of  view    upon  a  cool   retro- 
fpeft,   and  with  a  full  knowledge 
of  all  the    circumftances    on    both 
fides,    from    what    they   would    to 
the    fame    peribns,  under    all    the 
circumftances  and  impreffions,  the 
doubt,     hurry,      uncertainty,    and 
even  ahfolute  ignorance  as  to  many 
efftntial    matters,     incident    to    a 
long-fought,    arduous,   and  exten- 
five    naval    battle.      The  old  ob- 
fervation,    that    the   lookers  on  at 
gamefters,    though     greatly    infe- 
rior in   knowledge  and  judgment, 
will  eafiiy  perceive  thofe  blocs  and 
errors,     v/hich    pafs  unnoticed    by 
the  parties  immediately  concerned, 
will   apply  with  equal  juftncf^,    to 
thofe  who  fight,   and  to  thofe   who 
talk  or  judge  of  battles. 

Sir  Samuel  tiood  proceeded  on 
the  execution  of  his  commilhon 
with    fuch    alacrity    and    difpatch, 

.that  on    the   very  day    ,     ., 

r  ,  ■         A         .         April  igtn. 

alter      his       departure      ^        ^ 

from  the  fleet,    he  defcried  five  fail 

of  French    vefltls,     in    the    Mona 

paflage,  which  feparatcs  the  ifland 

of 
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«f  Porto  Rico  from  Hifpaniola. 
A  general  chace  immediately  en- 
fued  ;  and  after  feveral  hours  pur- 
fuit,  the  Vali.ip.t  anj  Magnifi- 
cent, of  74  guns  eich,  having  far 
outfailed  the  relt  of  the  fquadron, 
came  up  with,  and  after  a  fhort 
engagement  took,  the  Jafon  and 
Caton,  French  Ihips  of  war  of  64 
guns  e::ch,  together  with  two  of 
the  frigates  which  were  in  their 
company.  The  third  frigate,  when 
upon  the  point  cf  being  taken, 
had  the  fortune  to  efcape,  by  an 
unexpected  fhift  of  wind  in  her 
fSvour.  The  two  French  fhips  of 
the  line  loft  a  number  of  men, 
and  fuffered  greatly  otherwife  in 
this  (hort  action  ;  while  the  lofs 
in  the  two  Englilh  (hips  was  very 
trifling. 

Thus  the  enemy  loft  eight  fliips 
of  the  line  by  the  late  a<ftion  ;  fix 
of  thei'e  were  in  the  pofteffion  of 
the  Englifh,  one  had  been  funk, 
and  the  Cefar  blown  up  after  her 
capture.  Four  other  of  their  fhips 
had  got  into  Curacoa,  and  the 
French  commanders  were  for  fe- 
veral weeks  totally  ignorant  of  their 
fate;  fo  that  no  lei's  th.m  twelve 
fail  of  their  line  was  miffing,  and 
for  any  thing  that  was  yet  known, 
the  whole  were  either  loft  or  taken. 

Sir  bamuel  Hood  joined  the 
fleet  off  Cape  Tiberooa  ;  and  the 
enemy  having  now  no  force  to 
windward.  Sir  George  Rodney 
proceeded  with  the  difabled  ftiips 
and  the  prizes  to  Jamaica  ;  as 
well  for  their  repair,  as  for  the 
greater  fccurity  cf  the  ifland,  if 
the  combined  enemy  (hould  ftill 
venture  to  make  any  attempt  to- 
wards the  proiecntion  of  their  for- 
mer dcfign.  He  arrived  there  by 
the    end    of  April  j    and  nothing 


could  be  more  glorious,  or  more 
flattering  to  human  nature,  thaa 
the  real  trium;h,  though  without 
its  antient  oftenfive  and  odious 
forms,  which  he  enjoyed  upon 
that  occafion.  The  inhctbitanti  of 
that  ifl.md,  which  had  been  fo 
long  marked  out  for  war  and  ruin, 
and  menaced  by  a  preparation  and 
force  fo  vail,  as  had  hitherto  been 
unknown  in  the  new  world,  not 
only  faw  themfelves  at  once  freed 
from  the  danger,  but  beheld  the 
principal  commander  of  that  ar- 
mament which  had  been  fo  long 
ana  fo  great  an  objed  of  their 
terror,  himfelf  brought  a  prifoner 
into  the  intended  fcene  ofhishof- 
tility  and  conqueft,  and  accompa- 
nied by  fix  of  thofe  capital  fliips, 
now  under  Englilh  colours  and 
command,  which  had  fo  lately 
been  the  dellincd  inftruments  of 
their  deftiuclion. 

Indeed  the  fortune  of  Sir  Georo-e 
Rodn<;y  had  been  peculiarly  fin- 
gular,  as  well  as  highly  glorious 
in  the  prcfent  war.  Witri.i  a  lit- 
tle mere  than  two  years,  he  had 
given  a  fevere  blow  to  each  of  our 
three  powerful  and  dangerous  ene- 
mies, thf  French,  Spaniards  and 
Dutch.  He  had  taken  an  admiral 
of  each  nation;  a  circumftance 
perhaps  unequalled.  He  had,  in 
that  time,  added  twelve  line  of 
battle  fhips,  all  taken  from  the 
enemy,  to  the  Britilh  navy ;  and 
deftroycd  five  more.  And  to  ren- 
der the  whole  Itill  more  fingularly 
rema-kable,  the  Ville  de  Pa  is  ■$ 
laid  to  be  the  only  fint  rate  man  of 
war  that  ever  was  taken,  a.id  car- 
ried into  port,  by  any  commander 
of  any  nation.  Ic  would  not  be 
eafy,  after  luch  initanccs,  confi- 
dercd    in  all    their    circumUances, 
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to  deny  that,  fortune  has  her  pecu- 
liar ravourites. 

The  aj.oiral  had  left  Sir  Samuel 
Hood,  with  about  twent) -five 
fliips  of  the  line,  to  k.-ep  t;ie  iea, 
a: .  »\acch  the  motions  of  the  com- 
bined enemy  at  Hiipaniola,  For 
thej  ere  liiii  formidable  both  by 
fea  a''u  land,  at  ieaft  with  refped 
to  num'oers  and  iippearance.  The 
Spaniusuf^  had  16  ihips  of  the  line, 
and  about  8000  tr  ops,  at  Cape 
Francois  ;  fevc  al  French  men  of 
war.  of  rhe  fame  defciiption,  and 
on  the  fame  defign,  had  been 
th.ough  the  year  upon  that  fta- 
tion  ;  and  the  remains  of  the  Count 
de  Grafle's  fleet,  which  were  now 
collefted  there  under  Vaudrevil, 
amounted  to  twenty-three  lail  of 
the  line.  But  the  fpirit  of  en;er- 
prize  was  now  no  more.  The  ate 
blow  was  too  ievere  to  be  Toon  for- 
gotten ;  and  the  parties  who  had 
felt  any  part  of  its  weight,  were 
neither  difpofed  or  in  condition 
for  farther  e.xertlon.  All  their  de- 
figns  upon  Jamaica  were  acco'-d- 
ingly  given  up  by  both  naucns. 
The  Spaiiilh  fleet  and  troops  re- 
turned to  the  Havanna ;  a  num- 
ber of  the  French  Ihips  of  war 
came  home  with  convoys ;  and  tl  e 
Count  de  Vaudrevil,  with  the 
remainder,  amounting  to  thirieen 
fail  of  the  line,  proceeded  to  North 
America  ;  but  more  to  evade  the 
hurricane  feafon,  to  recover  his 
men,  ar\d  10  repair  or  fupply  his 
ihips,  thaii  with  a  view  to  any  ac- 
tive fervice. 

This  h/ippy  naval  viclory,  great 
in  itfelf,  and  rendered  greater  by 
the  critical  nature  of  the  time, 
rot  only  fecured  cur  remaining 
poi^eflion^,  i  ut  mi^ht  be  faid  to 
CJofe  the  Well-India  war  j  nothing 


of  confequence  being  afterwards 
undertaken  on  either  fide  in  that 
quarter.  It  was  of  ftill  greater 
importance  in  its  general  efFedts, 
from  that  fudden  and  unexpeded 
change  it  produced  in  our  htua- 
tion,  from  the  high  reputation 
which  fo  extraordinary  and  fuc- 
celsful  an  exertion  afforded,  at  an 
inftant  when  we  feemed  to  be 
nearly  overwhelmed  as  well  as 
furrou'ded  by  our  numerous  and 
powerful  enemies,  and  by  the  ad- 
dit  onal  weight  it  gave  us  as  a 
nation,  whether  for  the  accom- 
pllfhment  of  peac-,  or  for  the  fur- 
ther prcfecution  of  the  war. 

Admiral  Pigot  having  arrived 
from  England  to  fucceed  Sir 
George  Rodney  on  the  Weft-India 
Itation,  that  commander  failed 
from  Jamaica,  in  the  beginning  of 
Augult,  on  his  wa)  home  to  the 
enjO)ment  of  thcfc  honours,  which 
were  the  due  regard  ot  his  fer- 
vicf."-.  F'  r  he  had  been  created 
an  Englilh  petr,  by  the  title  of 
Lord  Rodney,  immediately  upon 
the  firft  account  being  received  of 
tht  late  V!(::tory.  Sir  Samuel  Hood 
was  likewiie  honoured  with  an 
Irifli  peerage.  Admiral  Drake, 
whofe  condudl  and  gallantry  had 
fo  admirably  feconded  the  views 
of  his  commander  in  obtaining  the 
late  vldorv,  together  with  Com- 
modore AfTitck^  who  had  been 
highly  diftinguifhcd  in  both  ac- 
tion ,  were  honoured  with  baro- 
netages. Thus  honours,  in  the 
prefctjt  inftance,  held  their  due 
CGurfe  ;  beccmitg  the  prizes  of 
valour,  good  connud,  and  llgnal 
fervice. 

North- America  afforded  no  mili- 
t.irv  tranfn(!:iion  of  nn}  ccnlcquence 
during    this    period.     The    oppo- 
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fite  armies   at  New  York   and    in  fide.     This  ftate  of  inaftivity   was 

its   neighbourhood,   were  To  nearly  happily    confirmed,    by    the    refo- 

balanced  with  reiped  to   force,  and  lutions   of  the    Britifh    parliament 

to  the  ftrength  of  their  refpedtive  againft    the    American    war,    and 

ports  and  defences,  that  little  room  the    fubfequent     negociations    for 

for  entcrprize   was  left  on  either  peace. 


CHAP.       X. 


Minorca.  Siege  of  Fort  St.  Philip.  Fatal  progrefs  of  the  fcurvy  and 
other  dijorders  in  the  gnrrifon.  Weaknefs  in  point  of  number .  Siiccefsful 
attack  on  the  Duke  de  Crillon  s  head-quarters  at  Cape-Mola.  Pcn'jder 
magazine  blonjjn  up,  bomb  battery  deftroyed,  and  a  Jhip  funk,  by  the  fire 
from  the  fortrefs.  Garrifon  being  reduced  by  fecknefs.  General  Murray 
fubmits  to  the  necejjity  of  a  capitulation.  Humanity  and  tendernefs  of  the 
enemy  to  the  fick.  Coajis  of  theje  kingdoms  thret.tened  by  the  enemy.  Ad- 
miral Barrington  fails  -jjith  a  fquadron  to  the  Bay,  and  falls  in  vjith  a 
French  convoy.  Captain  far-vis  takes  the  Pegafc  of  j j^  g'<"^-  M fi  of 
the  con-joy  taken.  L''  Aciionaire,  of  64.  guns,  taken  by  Capt.  Mai  1 1  and. 
Lord  Honjoe  fails  to  the  co-ajl  of  Holland.  Dutch  fieet  returns  to  the  J  exel 
upon  his  approach.  Combined  fieets,  in  their  luay  from  Cadfz,  fall  in 
njoith  the  Ne~Mfoundland  and  l^tebec  cD?t-voy,  and  take  federal  vejfels. 
Combined  fleets  approach  the  channel.  Lord  Hoive  fails,  njuith  a  'very 
inferior  force,  to  proteSl  the  great  Jamaica  convoy.  Enemy  return  to 
port,  <vjithout  effeiiing  a  junction  ivith  the  Dutch,  or  being  able  to  inter- 
cept the  convoy.  Preparations  for  the  relief  ot  Gibraltar.  Royal  George 
7nan  of  ivar  loji  at  Pzrtfmouth  ;  Admiral  Kempenfeldt,  feveral  ofiicers, 
'with  a  great  number  of  people,  unfortunately  peri/h.  Lord  Ho-j.e  fails 
for  the  relief  of  Gibraltar.  State  of  that  fortrefs.  FaJ}  preparations, 
by  fea  and  land,  for  its  attack,  by  the  combined  fleets  and  armies  of  France 
and  Spain.  Confidence  placed  in  the  neiu  conjlrucled  battering  jbips  con- 
tri'ved  by  the  Cl^evalier  de  Arcon  Some  account  cf  thofe  formidable  ma- 
chines. Arrival  of  the  French  Princes  of  the  blood  in  the  camp  before 
Gibraltar.  Letters  betxveen  the  Duke  de  Crillon  and  General  Elliott 
Unexpected  and  'violent  cannonade  and  bombardment  frtm  the  garrifon,  by 
nxjhich  the  en,7ny^s  ivorks  fufl^er  greatly.  Violent  fire  on  the  fortrefs.  Cc7n- 
bined  fleets  arrinje  at  Algez.ira}.  Grand  attack.  Dreadful  cannonade 
and  bombardment,  from  the  lines,  the  battering  jhips,  and  the  garrijon. 
AdmiriiTs  Jhip  and  another,  at  length  Jet  on  fire,  and  bloiv  up  in  the 
night.  General  conflagration,  Ext-  aordinary  exertions  of  ga  lantry  and 
hamanity,  difplnyed  by  Captain  Curtis,  and  his  j'eamen  .n  th:-  gun-boats, 
in  Javing  the  enemy  J'rom  the  flames.  Battering  jhips  entirely  deflro\ed. 
Storm  tn  the  B.iy  of  Gibraltar.  Spanifl?  Jhip  of  th:  line  driven  under  the 
batteries,  and  taken  by  the  garrifon.  Bntijh  fleet  arrivts  in  tie  Straits, 
Mofl  of  the  flore  Jhips  mifs  the  Bay,  and  pafs  tuuth  the  fleet  into  the  Medi- 
ferranean.      Combined flerts  follovj,  but   ai'oid   aclion.      Lord  Howe  hav- 
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ing  landed  the  troops,  txn^  fuccefsfuUy  relieved  Gibraltar^  repajfes  the 
Straits.  Fbll'-'wed  by  tki  combined  Jucts.  D:jiant  cannonade,  ana  par- 
tial ailion  in  the  Atlantic. 

"TT^"E   fli  all  now  re  rum  from  the     try,  and  with  the  generous  indig- 
*  V      new  world,    to  cci.ader  the     natu  n    and    Hern    raei.tment  ot  a 
flate  CI  me  war,  and  the  p:  'ncipal     veteran  foldier,  who    leels   hinifelf 
ihiiitary     tiaiiiactions     wbuh     took     wounded  in  the  tendereft  part,  by 
place  i  I  the  old.     rhojgn  Minorca     ;in    inlidious    attempt    upon,     and 
was,  of  necclTity,  abanao;ieci  to  its     conlequently  fulpicion   of   that  ho- 
fate    by    Great-Britain,     yet     the     nour,   which  he  had  itx.  up  us  the 
preparations    icr  the   liftc  of  Fort     great  objed  and  idol  of  his  life. 
St.  Philip's,  as  well  from  the  dif-         The    lortxeis    had    been    clcfely 
tance  of  the    places,    v^hich    were     inveited,    and    i;s    communications 
to  fupply    the    vaft    artillery,    and     with    the  ccui.try   entirely  cut  oft, 
the  inTiinenle  quantities  of  miiicary     from  the  immediate  landing  of  the 
ftores  and  materials  deemed  necef-     enemy,     which    took    place    about 
ary    for  the    reduclion  ot  that  for-     the    middle    of    Auguft.     By     this 
trefs,  as  from  the  various   difficul-     mtans  the   garrifon  were  deprived 
ties   and    delays  incident    to   their     of  all  (upphes  of  vegetables;   and 
conveyance    by  fea,  could   not  but     that    w.mt    alone,     has     not    often 
occafion    feme    confiderable    watte     produced   more  unfortunate  efFeds. 
of  time,   before    the   operations  of    In  all  other  refpedls  they  were  ad- 
the    fiege    were    effedually    com-     mirably   provided ;    for  the    flores 
nienced.  and    magazines    were    amply    fur- 

The  eagernefs  of  Spain  to  gain     niflied  with  every  kind  of  excellent 
poffeflion  of  this  ifland  was  fo  tx-     lalted  provifions ;  with  good  bread, 
ceflivt,  that  the  court  feems  to  have     peafe,    rice,   uine,  and  other  fuit- 
departed,  in  fome  degree,  from  that     able    ncceffaries,  as    well  for    the 
dignity  of  cxiaracter,  which  fliould     fick    as    for    thofe    who    were    in 
ever    be    inicparabiy    united    with     health;   and  all  thefe  in  fuch  abun- 
royalty,  by  an  infidious  endeavour,     dance,    as    would    have    fupported 
through    the    medium    of   an    im-     dcuble  the  number   of  men,  lor  a 
menfe    bribe,   to  corrupt  the  fide-     longer   time  than   the  fiege  ccnti- 
lity  oi  the  governor.     Nor  did  the     nued.     But  the  fingle  want  of  ve- 
Diike  de  Crillon  feem    entirely  to     getables    was    fuflicient    to  deflroy 
pay  a  proper  attention  to  his  own     all    the  benefits   that  \ve;e  reafon- 
raiik    and  reputation,  nor  to  pre-     ably  to  be  hoped  from  the  general 
ferve  a  due  recollection  of  the  ho      plenty    in   other   reipefls,    and    to 
nour  and  diilinction  entailed  upon     produce  a  diitemper,    as    we  have 
his  family,  by  the  peculiar  virt-e     formerly    oblerved,     that     feemed 
of  an  lUuIlrious  ancel'ior,    when  he     little    to  be  apprehended,    in    that 
delcended  to  become  the  initrument     climate  and  foil.     The  fcurvy  raged 
in  inch  a   buiineis.     General  Ivlur-     among     the     troops  in  fuch  a  de- 
ray  treated  the  infult  with  a  mix      gree,    as    has    net   often  been  ex- 
ture   of  that  hajghry    diidain,    in-     cteded   in  the  mofi:  foggy   and  hu- 
cident    to   the    ■  yniciouiaels  of    an     mid  northern  climates,    and    even 
antient   line  anu  Ulultnoas  ancef-     under   the    worll   circumllances  of 
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water  and  provifions  ;  while  this 
inveterate  enemy  was  aided  in  ics 
eour!e,  as  ufual,  by  ics  dellrudtive 
concomitants,  a  putrid  peitilential 
fever,  and  a  mortal  dyfentery. 

It    is  however    to    be  obferveJ, 
that  other   caufes  concurred  to  ihe 
ill  efFefts  produced  by  the  imme- 
diate  want  ot"  vegetables.     Much 
the  greater  part  of  the  Britifh  troops 
had  been  eleven  years  on  the  iHaiid  ; 
and  the  loldiers  had  lived  conftant- 
ly   upon  faked  meats,  during    the 
whole   of  that  time.      So    long    a 
eourle  of  living   upon    ialt  provi- 
fions, although  the   baneful  efFefls 
were  greatly^  qualified   by    the   li- 
beral ule    of    thole    alimentary  or 
fanative   vegetables,   of  which  the 
ifland   produces     lucli    an    exube- 
rance, could   not  but  induce   a  ge- 
neral   fcorbutic    taint    among    the 
troops,  and  pre-dilpofe,    even  the 
heft  conftitutions,  to  the  reception 
of    that    fatal    diforder,    whenever 
they   were    deprived   of  the   only 
correflive  to  fuch  an  unwholefome 
diet.      Its    progrefs    was    liK.ewife 
much  furth  Ted  by  the   clofe  con- 
finement of  the  troops   within  the 
narrow  limits  of  the  fortrefs ;    and 
ftill  more  by  the  tainted  air  of  the 
cafemates    and    iouterrains,    which 
the  intolerable  cannonade  and  bom- 
bardment of  tiie   enemy  rendered 
their  only   habitations,  and  which 
nectlTarily  became  every  day  more 
infedious  by  occupancy. 

The  (.ombined  forces  amounted 
to  16,000  regular  troop: ;  and 
they  brought  a  prodigious  artil- 
lery, confilling  of  109  pieces  of 
the  heavieft  c-innon,  and  36  great 
mortars,  to  atf  upon  the  place. 
The  garrifon  confuted  only  of 
2692  men  of  all  forts  :  of  thefe, 
2016  were  En^^lifh  and  Hinove- 
rJan    regular    trcopa  ;    including. 


however,  in  this  number,  400 
invalids,  who  had  been  fent  thi- 
ther from  Eoi'land  io  long  be- 
fore as  the  year  1775.  A  marine 
corps,  who  had  been  formed  oa 
the  preient  occafion,  and  who 
prefervirg  their  health  much  bet- 
ter iha;i  ihe  regular  trooos,  were 
of  excellent  ie.vice  in  the  fiege, 
compofed  the  greater  part  of  the  re- 
mainder. A  handful  of  Greeks  and 
Corficans  likewife  behaved  with 
great  bravery. 

The   fortrefs  was,    in    fome    re- 
fpeds,     exceedingly    ftrong  ;     the 
ditch,    and     all    the  fubterraneous 
defences,  being  cut  out  of  the  liv- 
ing  rock  ;   the  great  arches  which 
covered  the  cafemates  were  bomb- 
proof; and  the  defences  every  where 
undermined.    But  the  upper  works 
by    no     means     correfponded     in 
ftrength  with  the   under  ;   and    by 
fome  things  which  have  fmce  come 
out,  from  thofe  who  hid  a  ri^hr  to 
be   the  bell:  informed  on  the  fub- 
jec^,  it  would    feem,   as  if  through 
fome  negligence,   (whether  abr,  ad 
or    at   home)     they   had     Iikewife 
grown  out  of  condition.  The  works 
were  befides  fo  numerous  and  ex- 
tenfu'e,    that  the    prefent  garrifon, 
even  in  full  health,  did  not  amount 
to  half  the    number,  which  would 
have  been  necelfary  to  their  efFedual 
defence. 

The  knowledge  of  this  wcaknefs 
probably  led  the  Duke  de  Crillon 
to  lie  more  unguardedly  in  his  head 
quarters  at  Cape  Mola  than  he 
might  periiaps  otherwife  have 
done  :  while  the  obfervation  of  this 
negligence  induced  a  vigorous  and 
fuccefsful  fally  from  the  garrifor, 
who  furprifing  and  routine  the 
enemy,  chafed  the  duke  from  his 
poft,  and  fecured  themfclves,  for 
the  prefent,    fo   eft';rtually    in   it, 

that 
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that  though  he  brcuj^ht  up  his 
whole  army  to  dillodge  them,  he, 
afrtr  much  hefuation,  at  length 
defilled  from  the  attack.  The  fuc- 
cefsful  party  returned  fafe  to  the 
garrilbn  on  the  following  night, 
bringing  with  them  about  a  hun- 
dred prifoners,  among  whom  were 
a  lieutenant-colonel,  three  cap- 
tains, and  four  or  five  fubahern 
ofiicers.  This  briflt  adlion  was  pro- 
bably intended  by  General  Mur- 
ray, as  a  perfonal  military  rebuke 
to  the  Duke  de  Crillon  ;  and  which 
the  latter  had  no  opportunity  of 
returning,  at  leall  in  the  fame 
manner. 

This  happened  pretty  early  in 
the  month  of  November  ;  about 
which  time  the  enemy  having 
opened  their  bomb  batteries,  a  fliell 
irom  the  callle  had  the  fortune  to 
fall  upon  a  powder  magazine,  which 
by  its  explofion  deftroyed  one  of 
them  entirely  ;  a  number  of  men 
were  blown  up,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  loaded  fhells  either 
fpent  their  force  in  the  air,  or 
burfi  more  deftrudively  among  the 
troops.  The  artillery  of  the  for- 
trefs  was  likewife  fo  well  ferved, 
as  foon  after  to  fink  a  i>iip  in 
the  harbour,  which  was  newly 
come  in,  loaded  with  ammunition 
and  ftores  for  the  fiipply  of  the 
enemy's  batteries.  But  thefe  fmall 
fuccefies,  however  pleafing  and  en- 
couraging at  the  time,  could  in  no 
degree  counterbalance  the  increaf- 
ing  ravages  of  th;  fe  difeafes  which 
fo  unhappily  prev:u!ed  in  the  gar- 
rifoi>.  Nor  could  the  differences 
that  unfortunately  took  place  be- 
tween the  governor  and  lieutenant- 
governor,  tend  in  any  degree  to 
the  leilening  of  evil,  or  to  the  re- 
moval of  difficulty. 

Though  the  enemy  kept  a  inoft 


cautious  diflance  in  the  conftrac- 
tion  and  progrcfs  of  their  works, 
and  that  their  troops  were  fo  ex- 
tremely careful  not  to  expofe  them- 
feives,  as  to  be  laughed  at  by  our 
fick  and  dying  foldiers,  who  faid 
that  they  Ibould  be  fent  to  fchool 
to  learn  to  (land  fire  ;  yet,  their 
vafl  and  numerous  artillery  were 
fo  weighty,  pov/erful,  and  incef- 
fant  in  their  battery,  and  fuch  fhow- 
ers  of  great  fliells  were  continu- 
ally poured  into  the  place,  that 
they  foon  produced  an  extraordi- 
nary effect  in  ruining  the  upper 
defences  of  the  fortrefs,  and  dif- 
mounted  or  rendered  ufelefs  a 
greater  number  of  cannon  than  had 
been  known  in  any  fimilar  circura- 
flances. 

Nothing  ever  exceeded  the  zeal, 
valour  and  conltancy  difplayed  by 
tli8  garrifon.  The  behaviour  of 
the  private  men,  (who  were  the 
marked  victims  to  the  reigning 
dillempers)  through  the  courfe, 
and  particularly  towards  the  clofe 
of  this  fiege,  was  indeed  beyond  ex- 
ample. Numbers  of  foldiers  died 
on  guard,  whofe  generous  eager- 
nefs  to  defend  the  place,  made 
them  conceal  their  illnefs  to  the 
laft,  in  order  to  prevent  their  be- 
ing fent  away  to  the  hofpitals  from 
a  fervice  which  held  fo  firm  a  pof- 
fefnon  of  their  hearts.  Such  no- 
blenefs  of  mind  and  condud  de- 
ferved  a  better  fortune.  The  ar- 
tillery corps,  as  in  every  fervice, 
whether  of  the  former  or  the  pre- 
fent  war,  were  in  the  highell  de- 
gree diitinguiflied  ;  fo  that  it  has 
been  a  queilion  with  military  men, 
whether  all  the  other  countries  in 
Europe  could  produce  a  iet  of 
bombardiers  and  cannoneers,  equal 
to  thoie  who  were  employed  in  the 
defence  of  Fort  St.  i'hilip.     It  is 

alraoll 


HISTORY     OF     EUROPE.     [*2i9 

Under  all  thefe  cir- 


almoft  needlefs  to  obferve,  that 
the  feamen,  who  compofed  the 
marine  corps,  did  every  thing  thac 
could  have  been  expedlcd,  even 
from  that  hardy  and  intrepid  or- 
der of  men. 

In  the  beginning  of  February 
the  garrifon  was  lo  much  reduced 
by  ficknefs,  that  there  were  only 
660  men  left  who  were  in  any  de- 
gree fit  for  duty  ;  and  of  thefe, 
all  but  one  hundred  were  fo  far 
tainted  with  the  fcurvy,  that  tbe 
phyficians  and  furgeoas  declared, 
they  could  hold  out  only  a  very 
few  days,  before  tiiey  mull  of  ne- 
ceflity  be  fent  to  the  hoi^ital;  and 
as  a  corroboration  of  this  opinioa, 
no  lifs  than  io6  had  bee:i  fent  thi- 
ther in  the  three  preceding  days. 
They  likewife  decl.ircd,  that  a  few 
days  longer  ob!tinacy  in  defence, 
muft  prove  ihe  inevitable  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  remains  of  that  brave 
garrifon  ;  aj  there  wis  no  p<  (nble 
remedy  for  the  fick,  nor  means 
even  of  ke'^nng  the  greater  part  of 
them  mii-h  longer  alive,  but  by  a 
fpeedy  relief  of  wholefome  a  r, 
aided  by  an  abundant  fupply  of 
vegetables.  The  necefT.uy  guards, 
on  the  laft  night  of  the  defence, 
required  415  men  upon  du^ry,  fo 
that  tnere  were  only  245  left, 
which  was  170  lefs  than  the  ne- 
cefTary  number,  for  the  next  re- 
lief; and  no  picket  could  at  all 
be  formed.  It  was  likewife  much 
to  be  apprehended,  that  the  ene- 
my, fenlible  of  their  weaknefs, 
would  cai  ry  the  place  by  a  coup  de 
tnaiii,  as  had  been  adlually  done 
in  the  former  fiege,  wn^n  the  for- 
trefs  was  defended  by  General 
Blakcney,  and  the  garriibn  was 
many  degrees  llroager  than  the 
prelent. 


cumftances,  the  gover-  '5    * 

nor  found  himfelf  re-  '  ^' 
duced  to  the  necefTity  of  a  capitu- 
lation, by  which  he  obtained  all 
the  honours  of  war,  and  every 
thing  elfe  he  required,  excepting 
that  article  only,  of  freeing  the 
garrifon  from  the  condition  of 
prifoners  of  war,  which  the  Duke 
de  Criilon  alTured  him,  his  malter, 
the  Spanilh  King,  had  particular- 
Iv  tied  him  down  in  his  inftruc- 
tions  from  granting ;  the  troops 
were  however  to  be  tranfmitted  to 
England,  but  fuhjeft  to  the  cuf- 
tomary  conditions,  until  they 
were  either  exchanged,  or  dil^ 
charged  by  a  p  ece.  The  Corfi- 
cans  and  other  foreigners  were  fe- 
cured  in  their  perfbns,  effeds,  and 
in  the  liberty  of  going  where  they 
pleafed  ;  and  four  naii^es  of  the 
ifland,  who  were  all  that  had  abid- 
ed the  fortune  of  the  gairifon,  in 
the  polTefTion  of  their  property, 
and  Oi  their  rights  as    citizens. 

So  tragical  a  fpedlac.e,  and  at 
the  fame  time  fo  glorious  to  the 
fuirerers,  has  not  ofte  1  been  be- 
held, as  the  poor  remains  of  the 
garrifon  exhibited,  in  their  march 
through  the  Spanifh  and  French 
armies,  which  were  drawn  up  ia 
op;  ofite  lines  for  th'ir  paffage, 
600  old,  emaciated,  worn-down, 
and  decrepid  lul  iers,  were  follow- 
ed by  120  of  the  royal  artillery, 
.ind  by  200  feamen  ;  about  20 
Corficans,  and  a  ibmewhat  greater 
number  of  Greek?,  Moors  and 
Turks,  doled  the  procefTion.  T.'ic 
fcene  b  came  fbil  more  melancho. 
ly  anJ  interefting  when  the  bat- 
talions arrived  at  'he  place  ap- 
pointed for  la>ing  down  \.\\t\T 
arms ;     the     foidiers     exclaiming, 

wuh 
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with    tears    in     their    eyes,     that         As  the   feafon   for   naval    nSl'iom 
*•  they  furrendered    them    to    God     began  to  open,   great  thre  ts  were 


alone  ;"  and  ?.t  the  lame  time, 
feeming  to  derive  great  coniola- 
tion  from  the  opinio:.,  that  the 
victors  could  not  boaft  of  their 
conqueft  in  taking  an  hofpiial. 
This  circurr.ftance,  of  the  indig- 
nation  and  grief  exprefied-by  the 


held  out,  of  the  mighty  effefls  to 
be  produced  by  a  combination  of 
the  whole  naval  force  of  France, 
Spain,  and  Holland ;  whofe  unit- 
ed fleets,  it  was  faid,  to  the  amount 
of  more  than  fixty  Ihips  of  the 
line,    would    fweep    the    coall'    of 


Britifh  troops  on  laying  down  their  Europe  from  the  Straits  of  Gib- 
arms,  was  mentioned  in  terms  of  laltar  to  the  extremities  of  Nor- 
admiration,  and  oi  the  higheft  ho-  way,  and  fpread  defolation  and 
Hour  to  the  garrilon  in  the  Spa-  ruin  along  the  coalls  of  Great- 
nifh  account'  which  were  publilh  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  their  paf- 
ed  of  th  s   tranlaftion.  fage    to    and    from    the    northern 

The  generous  fympathy  fhewn  ocean.  Unequal  as  our  h>  me  force 
by  the  enemy  upon  this  occafion,  was  to  withltand  this  formidable 
and  their  notile  humanity  after,  combination,  it  became  an  object 
w/as  no  lels  highly  to  their  honour,  of  the  firft  importance  to  lefTen 
It  has  been  afiuied,  by  an  autho-  the  effeft  by  preventing  the  en- 
rity  not  to  be  qu.ftioned,  that  fe-  tire  completion  of  the  union,  which 
veral  of  the  common  foldiers  of  was  only  to  be  d  ^ne  by  keeping 
both  armies,  were  fo  moved  by  the  fuch  a  watch  upon  the  Dutch 
Wretched  condition  of  the  garri-  fleet  as  would  dilable  them  from 
fon,  that  involuntary  tears  drop-  penetrating  the  Channel,  in  their 
ped  from  them  as  they  paflxd.  't  he  way  to  join  our  more  fouthera 
fubfequent  humanity,  kindnefs  enemies  at  Breft,  which  was  the 
and  tendernefs,  ftiewn  by  the  Duke  appointed  place  of  rendezvous, 
de  CrJllon,  the  Count  of  the  iame  Necefl"ary  and  important,  how- 
name  and  family,  and  the  Baron  ever,  as  the  attention  to  this  ob- 
de  Fslkinhayn,  who  commanded  jeil:  was,  it  could  not  but  greatly 
the  French  troops,  in  their  conti-  reilrain  and  weaken  our  exertions 
nued  fuppl.y  of  all  ntceffaries  to  on  the  coafls  of  France  and  Spain, 
the  Tick,  and  iheir  unremitted  at-  and  particularly  increafe  that  fe- 
tention  to  their  recovery,  was  be-  curity  to  their  convoys,  which, 
yond  all  praife.  Such  afts,"  fof-  through  their  fuccefles  in  the  war, 
**  ten  the  rugged  front  of  war,"  and  general  fuperiority  at  lea,  were 
and  tend  to  wear  away  all  traces  of  now  far  more  frequent  and  nume- 
national  enmity.  rous,  than  they  ever  had  been   be- 

Such  was  the   fate  of  the  ifland  fore  in  any  conteft  with  this  coun- 


of  Minorca,  nc<Tr  fourfcore  years 
after  its  reduftion  by  Englifh  arms 
and  valciur  to  the  donuinon  of  this 
country  ;  and  after  being  long 
confide! e!  as  one  of  the  ipUndid 
jewels  of  the  Britilli  crown,  as 
wel!  as  an  iiluiirious  monument  of 
our  national  power  and  renown. 


try.  Under  the  preffuie  of  this 
double  necefiity,  of  equally  pro- 
viding, with  an  inferior  force,  for 
all  the  leivices  and  contingencies 
which  m;ght  occur  on  either  fjde 
ot  the  channel,  trom  the  Naze  of 
Norway  to  the  bottom  of  the  Bay 
ol  Bilcay,  it  required  the  tr.oQ.  con- 
fummate 
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fummate  judgment  in  the  new  ad- 
miralty, then  juft  formed,  as  well 
as  all  the  naval  ability,  by  which 
our  own  commanders  were  at 
that  time  fo  highly  diftinguiflied, 
to  mete  out  their  attention  and 
rtrength  to  either  objedt,  with  fo 
Iteady  a  hand,  and  lb  nice  a  ba- 
lance, that  no  lofs  might  be  fuf- 
tained,  or  poffible  advantage  miffed, 
on  the  one  fide,  through  any  error 
or  excefs  in  the  portion  of  either 
allotted  to  the  other. 

This  plan  of  operation,  though 
principally  defenfive,  by  no  means 
excluded  the  defign  of  feizing 
every  favourable  opportunity  of 
aftive  fervice  and  adventure  which 
might  come  in  the  way  ;  but  fo  as 
not  to  lofe  fight  of  the  main  ob- 
jeds. 

It  indeed  commenced  with  ex- 
ertion. While  the  reft  of  the 
home  fleet  was  in  a  ftate  of  more 
A  •}  1  or  lefs  preoaration, 
April  ^,^3th,      Ad„,  J  Barrington 

'      *  failed     from    Portf- 

mouth  for  the  Bay,  with  12  fail 
of  the  line,  and  having  arrived 
fomeching  lefs  than  a  Jay's  fail 
to  the  fouth-well  of  Uihant,  Capt. 
Macbride,  in  the  Artois  frigaie, 
made  the  fignal  of  difcovering  an 
enemy's  fleet.  The  Artois  was 
fo  far  a-head,  that  ahhough  it 
was  about  noon,  it  was  with  the 
utmolt  difficulty  the  admiral  could 
diitinguifli  the  colour  of  the  flag 
which  ihe  hoifted.  The  fignal 
1  for  a  general  chace  being 
immediately  thrown  out, 
the  enemy  began  to  he  vifible, 
about  three  o'clock,  from  the 
mail-head  ;  and  the  admiral's 
Ihip,  the  Britannia,  was  foon  left 
far  behind,  by  feveral  of  the 
prime  failers.  Of  thefe.  Cape. 
Jarvi?,  in  the   Foudroyant,  fo  far 


outflripped  all  the  reft,  that  when 
night  came  on,  with  hazy  and 
very  blowing  weather,  he  foon 
loft  them  eiiti/ely  ;  bat  he  kept  a 
full  view  of  the  enemy,  and  pur- 
fued  them  with  unremitting  vi- 
gour. 

The  chafed  fleet  confifted  of 
18  fail,  laden  with  ftores,  provi- 
vifions,  ammunition,  and  con- 
veying a  confiiierable  number  of 
troops,  for  the  fupply  and  rein- 
forcement of  the  French  fleet  and 
forces  in  the  Eaft-Indies  ;  being 
particularly  defigned  to  fupply  the 
lofs  of  that  convoy  which  had  been 
taken  by  Admiral  Kempenfeldt  in 
the  preceding  winter.  Tliey  had 
failed  from  Breft  only  the  day  be- 
fore, and  were  under  the  protedlion 
of  the  Protedeur  and  Pegafe,  of 
74  guns  each,  L'Aflionaire,  of 
64  guns,  but  armed  en  Jiute,  and 
a  frigate. 

TheFoudroyant  gaining  fo  faft 
upon  the  chace,  that  it  became 
evident  they  could  not  get  off-', 
without  an  engagement,  the  con- 
voy was  difperied  by  fignal,  and 
the  two  French  74  gun  ihips  hav- 
ing confulted,  it  was  determined, 
thut  as  the  Proteftcur  had  a  large 
quantity  of  money  on  board,  ftie 
fhould  make  the  beft  of  her  way  ; 
and  that,  if  fighting  vvas  inevitable, 
the  Pegafe  fliould  abide  the  confe- 
quences.  This  determination  af- 
forded an  opportunity  for  one  of 
the  moll  fignal  adlions  of  the  pre- 
fent  war,  and  for  placing  the  pr^,- 
feflional  Hull  and  gallantry  of  Cap- 
tain Jarvis  in  the  moll  confpicu- 
ous  point  of  view. 

The  two  (hips  were  well  match- 
ed in  point  of  force  and  condition. 
Both  were  freft\  from  port  ;  and 
if  a  iupeiHority  in  number  ot  fix 
guns,    in   fuch   high   rate*,    could 

be 
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be  thought  any  great  matter  of 
advantage  en  the  iide  of  the  Fou- 
droyant,  it  was  probably  fully 
compenfated  by  the  weight  of 
metal  on  the  other.  A  little  be- 
fore  one  in  the  morning.  Captain 
Jarvis  came  up  with,  and  cloiely 
engaged,  the  Pegaie,  commanded 
by  the  Chevalier  de  Silians.  1  he 
aftion  was  extremely  fierce,  while 
it  lafted  ;  but  wi;hin  lefs  than  an 
hour  irom  its  commencement, 
Capt.  Jarvis  laid  the  French  (hip 
aboard  on  the  larboard  quarter, 
and  the  Pegafe  was  compelled  to 
furrender.  Nothing  could  afford 
a  more  flriking  inftance  of  the 
decided  fuperiority  of  feamanfhip 
and  dilcipline  on  the  one  fide,  and 
of  the  great  efFefts  which  they 
are  capable  of  producing,  than 
the  circumftances  of  this  adion. 
The  carnage  in  the  Pegafe  was 
beyond  any  thing  that  could  have 
been  fuppofed  in  fo  ihor^an  aftion. 
Above  four-fcore  men  were  killed, 
and  a  great  number  vioundrd.  The 
damage  to  the  fhip  was  proportion- 
ed to  the  deftrudion  of  the  men. Hull, 
mafts,  and  yards,  were  all  mate- 
rially injured.  On  the  other  iide, 
the  damage  to  the  Foudroy-nt  was 
very  trifling  ;  not  a  man  was  kill- 
ed ;  Capt.  Jarvis  himlelf,  and  a 
few  feamen  only,  were  wounded  ; 
his  wound  was  flight,  and  none  of 
the  others  mortal.  Tt  feemed  pe- 
culiar, that  the  Protefleur  and 
Pegafe,  the  guard  of  the  prefent 
convoy,  were  witnefTes  to  the  lois 
of  the  former,  under  the  fame  de- 
flination,  when  taken  by  Admiral 
Kempenfeldt. 

The  weather  was  fo  boillerous, 
and  the  fea  fo  exert  mely  rough, 
that  it  was  wiih  the  utmofl  difii- 
cuhy,  and  attended  with  the  lofs 
Qf   two    boats,  that   Capt.    Jarvis 


could  put  an  officer  and  8c  men 
on  board  the  French  {tup,  and 
bri -"g  oiF  about  40  of  the  pjiioners. 
Thclc  ciicumlla.'ces,  along  with 
the  fliaitered  condition  of  the 
prize,  and  the  difficulty  of  keep- 
ing together,  began  to  render  her 
fuuation,  in  more  refpects  thaii 
one,  critical ;  but  the  Queen  man 
of  war  coming  in  fight  loon  after 
day  light,  took  upon  her  the 
charge  of  the  difabled  fhip  ;  which 
was  ihe  more  timely,  as  the  Fou- 
droyant  and  they  foon  lofl  fight  of 
each  other,  in  the  hard  gale  which 
enfued. 

The  chace,  along  with  the  hard 
weather,  h<id  fo  greatly  fcattered 
the  Britifh  fquadron,  that  the 
Admiral  was  obliged  to  bring  to, 
and  continue  in  that  pofuion  for 
forty-eight  hours,  in  order  to  col- 
led the  fhips.  Jn  the  mean  time, 
the  purfuers  were  neither  flack 
nor  unfuccefsful  in  their  chace  ; 
about  a  dozen  fhips  of  the  convoy, 
with  feveral  hundred  troops  on 
board,  being  brought  fafe  to  Eng- 
land, '^r'he  weather  becoming  more 
favourable  on  the  morning  of  the 
day  after  the  feparation  of  the 
Foudroyant,  Capt.  Maitland,  of 
the  Queen,  had  already  taken  out 
about  300  of  the  prifoners,  and 
fent  an  otiicer  with  a  party  of  men, 
to  rei  .force  thofe  which  Capt. 
Jarvis  had  put  on  board  the  Pe- 
gafe, when  a  large  man  of  war 
appeared  in  fight,  which  the  Frerch 
officers  alTured  him  to  be  their 
late  confort,  the  Protefteur  of  74. 
gu-ns. 

Captain  Maitland  ordered  the 
Pegafe,  and  a  cutter  he  happened 
to  have  in  company,  to  make  the 
bt.il  of  their  way  to  the  firft  con- 
venient port  in  England,  and, 
incumbered  as  he  was  with  pri- 
foneiij 
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loners,  immediately  purfued  the 
enemy.  After  a  chace  of  fourteen 
hours,  he  came  up  in  ihe  night 
with  the  French  fhip,  and  after 
pouring  in  his  broadfide,  and  re- 
ceiving hers,  was  much  furprifed 
to  find  that  ihe  llruck  her  colours. 
But  inftead  of  the  Frotetleur, 
the  prize,  much  to  the  difap- 
pointment  of  the  captain,  and 
his  {hip's  company,  proved  to  be 
the  AAionaire,  armed,  as  we  have 
obferved,  en fiute,  but  commanded 
by  an  officer  of  rank  and  repu- 
tation, and  having  250  feamen, 
and  550  foldiers  on  board  ;  of 
which  number  nine  were  killed, 
and  twenty-five  wounded,  by  the 
lingle  broadfide  fhe  received.  This 
Ihip  was  in  all  refpefts,  both  as  an 
acquifition  and  a  lofs  to  the  ene- 
my, a  very  valuable  prize,  having 
a  great  quantity  of  naval  and  ord- 
nance llores  on  board,  befides  wine, 
rum,  provifions,  and  feveral  chells 
of  money.  Capt.  Maitland  now 
had  his  hands  (ufficiently  full  ;  for 
befides    the   management    of  two 


The  accounts  which  were  re- 
ceived about  this  time,  of  Sir 
George  Rodney's  decifive  victory 
in  the  Wcrt-lndies,  of  Sir  Eyre 
Coote's  fucceffes  in  the  Eall,  and 
of  the  taking  of  Negapatam  and 
Trincamale,  ferved,  along  with 
the  confidence  founded  on  the  new 
adniiniftration,  greatly  to  raife  the 
fpirits  and  hope  of  the  nation  ; 
which  indeed  had  fufficieat  occa- 
fiOH  for  defpondency,  under  i 
fcries  of  fuch  unfortunate  events, 
as  are  iiitherto  unequalled  in  our 
hillory. 

Environed  as  we  were  by  pow- 
erful enemie.',  both  on  the  north 
and  the  fouth  Hde  of  the  channel, 
it  was  impoffible,  with  io  inferior 
a  force,  at  once  to  guard  againft 
their  dcugns,  and  to  provide,  at 
the  fame  time,  for  tfte  effedual 
prefervation,  in  all  its  pans,  of 
our  commerce.  Upon  the  return 
of  Admiral  Barrington's  fqua- 
dron.  Admiral  Kempenfeldt  failed 
with  eight  or  nine  fliips  of  the 
line,       to     fupply     theii 


uciiuci     uic    iiiaudgciiiciii    ui    two    iiijc,       lo     luppiy     tneir 

great  iTiips,  with  the  crew  only  of    place  in    the   bay ;    and       ^^  "^  * 


one,  he  was  involved  in  the  care 
of  no  lefs  than  1100  prifoners. 
The  accidental  coming  up  of  the 
Latona  frigate,  ferved,  in  a  confi- 
derablc  degree,  to  leffen  this  em- 
barrafl'ment. 

The  continuance  of  bad  wea- 
ther, obliged  Admiral  Cariington 
to  ftnidi  this  (hort  but  very  fuc- 
cefsful  cruize,  by  returning  to 
England  towards  the  dole  of  the 
month.  Neither  the  Queen  fhip 
of  war,  nor  the  prizes,  had  joined 
the  fquadron,  before  their  return. 
It  was  much  to  the  fati- faction  of 
the  public,  that  the  order  of  the 
Bath  was  immediately  after  con- 
ferred oil  the  gallant  Sir  John 
Jarvis, 


intelligence  being  received,  that 
ths^  Dutch  were  preparing  with 
thtir  whole  force  to  come  out  of 
the  Texel,  with  a  vie^v,  in  the 
firll  inftance,  of  convoying  their 
great  outward  bound  fleets  of  mer- 
chantmen out  of  danger,  and 
then  of  proceeding  themfelves  to 
fulfil  the  fcheme  of  joinino-  our 
fouthcrn  combined  enemies.  Lord 
Hjwe  was  obliged,  in  a  week  afr 
ter  Kempenfeldt's  departure,  to 
proceed  with  a  fquadron  of  about 
a  dozen  Ihips  of  the  line,  from 
FortrmotJth,  to  the  coaft  of  Hol- 
la:id,  in  the  hope  of  intercepting, 
or  at  leaft  of  confining  ihe  enemy, 
and  of  efiectuaily  fru.lrating  any 
defigns     he    might     have     iormed 

upoa 
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upon    our    North  Sea   and   Baltic 
trade. 

Ike    Dutch     fiei't    had    already 


mailers  of  the  fea,  from  the  mouth 
of  the  ftraits  to  Uftant,  were  able 
to  difpatch     their    great    outward- 


failed  ;    but     the     intelligence    of     bound    convoys,     and    to    receive 


Lord  Howe's  mo'  ement  obliged 
them  10  return  haftily  to  the  Texel, 
Alter  cruiling  near  a  month  upon 
the  Dutch  coafts,  the  fquadron 
growing  very  lickly,  being  parti- 
cularly afFedled  by  an  epidemic 
diiorder,  which  the  extraordinary 
bad  weather  of  that  I'ummer  had 
rendered  generally  prevalent,  both 
by  fea  and  land,  and  finding  that 


their  homeward,  with  the  utmoft 
facility  and  fafety  ;  while  we  were 
under  no  fmall  apprehenfion  for 
the  fafety  of  a  rich  and  great 
Convoy  fiom  Jamaica,  which  was 
on  its  way  home,  under  the  care 
of  Admiral  Sir  Peter  Parker, 
with  only  three  fhips  of  the  line 
for  its  proteftioL,  Lord  Howe  fail- 
ed from  rortlmouth  early  in  July, 


the    Dutch  fhcwed    no   manner  of    accompanied     by    the     Admirals, 
difpofnion    to    venture   out  of  the     Barrington,  Sir    J.  L.   Rois,    and 


Texel,  Lord  Howe  returned  to 
Portfmouth,  where  being  joined 
by  the  fhips  from  the  Bay,  under 
Admiral  Kempenfeldt,  every  dif- 
patch' was  uied  in  preparing  the 
fleet  to  oppofe  the  deligms  of  the 
combined   enemy,  who  were    foon 


Kempenfeldt  ;  but  tiieie  diiiin- 
guifhed  commanders  had  only  22 
fliips  of  the  line  to  fupport  their 
defigns  and  adventure,  while  the 
combined  fleets  were  cruizing 
about  the  chops  of  the  channel, 
with     more     than      double     their 


expefted  to  appear  at  the  mouth  of    fore 


the  Channel 

M.  de  Guichen  had  been  for 
fome  time  at  Cadiz,  from  whence 
he  and  Don  Cordova,   with  about 


Lord  Howe  kept  to  the  wefl- 
ward  of  the  enemy,  in  order  to 
protedl  and  receive  the  Jamaica 
fleet,   and   it  required  all  the  dex- 


25    French    and    Spanifh   fhips    of    terity  and   prcfeiiional    fkill    which 
the  line,    failed  in  the    beginning     eminently    diftinguiflied    that    no- 


of  June,  and  in   their   prcgrefs   to 
the  northward,  wlnle  they  expected 


bleman,  and  the   commanders  act- 
ing along  with  him,   to  fecure  this 


to  be  joined  by  the  fquadrons  trom  objed,  and  at    the   fame    time   to 

Breft,  and  other  ports,  they  fell  in  avoid    being   forced    into    an    en- 

with  our  oufward-boup.d  Newfound-  gagcmcnc,    where    the    vail    fupe- 

land  and  Quebec  fleets,  which  were  riority  of  force  againll  him,  could 


under  the  convoy  of  Admiral  Camp- 
bell, who,  in  a  50  gun  fhip,  ac- 
companied by  fome  frigates,  was 
going  to  his  command  at  the  for- 
mer of  thele  flaticns,  for  the  pro- 
ledlion  of  the  filhery.     About    18 


not  but  produce  lome  degree  of 
its  proper  effedt.  Sir  Peter  Parker 
arrived  fafe  with  his  convoy,  by 
the  end  of  July  ;  the  combined 
enemy  derived  as  little  advantage 
from  this  as    they  had  from  their 


of    the    convov,  laden    chiefly,    if  preccaing     adventures     upon      the 

not  entirely,  with   provifions,  were  channel  ;   and  the  Dutch   fleet  flill 

taken  ;  the  fhips  of  war,   with  the  continued  unable  to  join  them, 

remainder,  had  the  good  fortune  to  1  he  return  of  the  fleet  to  Portf- 

efcape.  mouth    was  marked  by    a  calamity 

The   enemy   being   now    entire  of   the   mcil    grievous   kind,  and 

which 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE.        [♦ais 


which  was  individually  felt  by  the 
nation  with  the  deepeft  concern. 
The  protection  of  the  homeward- 
bound  Baltic  fleet,  the  preventing 
the  Dutch  from  failing  to  the 
fouthward,  and  the  relief  of  Gib- 
raltar, were  the  great  naval  objedls 
ftill  in  view  ;  and  were,  each  of 
them  fmgly,  of  the  very  firft  im- 
portance. It  was  then  a  moft  cri- 
tical junflure,  to  lofe  one  of  the 
heft  commanders,  the  beft  fhips, 
and  a  number  of  the  belt  officers 
and  feamen  in  the  Britifh  fervice. 
And  this  lofs,  not  to  be  fudained 
in  the  arduous  conflidl  with  a  brave 
enemy,  or  under  the  expofure  of  the 
more  dreadful  fury  of  the  elements, 
but,  at  home,  in  the  harbour,  and 
in  a  ftate  of  the  greateft  apparent 
fecurity. 

Several  of  thofe  fhips  which  were 
in  the  beft  condition  for  fea  ;  had 
proceeded  to  the  Downs,  under 
Admiral  Milbanke,  in  order  to 
attend  to  the  motions  of  the  Dutch 
while  the  reft  of  the  fleet  were 
in  a  hafty  ftate  of  equipment  at 
Portfmoutn,  and  replenifhing  their 
flores  of  water  and  provifions  for 
the  defigned  expedition  to  Gibral- 
tar, which  was  now  become  an 
objeft  of  the  utmoft  urgency  ;  and 
even  a  general  cry  riiing  through 
the  nation,  at  the  relief  being  fo 
long  deferred,  without  regard  to 
the  necefiities  by  which  it  was  oc- 
cafloned. 

In  this  ftate  of  things,  it  was 
found  neceflliry  that  the  Royal 
George,  of  io8  guns,  commanded 
by  the  gallant  Admiral  Kempen- 
feldt,  and  long  held  as  the  firft 
fliip  in  the  Eritifti  navy,  ftiould 
receive  a  fort  of  flight  careen, 
which  the  feamen,  in  their  peculiar 
phrafeology,  call  a  parliament  heel : 
the  Ihip  being  to  be  laid  in  a  ccr- 
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tain  degree  upon  her  fide,  while 
the  defeds  under  water,  which  oc- 
cafion  the  examination,  are  refti- 
fied.  This  feems  to  be  a  common 
operation,  in  cafes  where  the  de- 
feds  are  not  fo  great  as  to  require 
a  thorough  careen,  or  where  the 
delay,  as  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
of  going  into  dock,  cannot  be 
difpenfed  with ;  and  being  ufually 
praflifed  in  ftill  weather  and 
fmooth  water,  is  fuppofed  to  be 
attended  with  fo  little  difficulty, 
or  danger,  that  the  admiral,  cap- 
tain, officers  and  crew,  all  conti- 
nued on  board,  and  neither  guns, 
ftores,  water,  or  provifions,  were 
removed. 

This     bufinefs     was    .  , 

undertaken  betimes  °'  " 
in  the  morning,  a  gang  of  car- 
penters from  the  dock  attending 
to  aflift  her  own  ;  and,  it  is  faid, 
that  finding  it  neceffary  to  ftrip  off 
more  of  her  ftieathing  than  was  at 
firft  expelled,  their  eagcrnefs  to 
come  at  the  leak,  induced  them  to 
heel  her  a  krake  more  upon  her 
fide,  than  had  been  intended,  and 
than  poffibly  the  commanders 
knew.  The  fhip,  as  is  ufually 
the  cafe  upon  coming  into  port, 
was  crov/ded  with  people  from  the 
fhore  ;  particularly  women,  who 
were  not  eftimated  at  lefs  than 
300.  Among  thefe  were  many  of 
the  wives  and  children  of  the  fea- 
men, and  petty  officers,  who, 
knowing  the  fleet  was  to  fail  upon 
diftant  and  perilous  fervice,  ea- 
gerly embraced  the  opportunity  of 
coming  to  fee  their  hufbands  and 
fathers.  Between  eight  and  nine 
hundred  of  the  crew  of  the  Royal 
George,  including  marines,  v.ere 
then  on  board. 

In  this  fituation,    about   ten    in 
the   morning,    the    admiral   being 

[■■^]  writing 
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writing  io  his  cabin,  and  much 
the  greater  part  of  the  people  hap- 
pening then  to  be  between  decks, 
a  fudden  and  unexpeded  fquall  of 
wind  threw  the  fhip  fatally  upon 
her  fide,  and  her  gun-ports  being 
open,  and  the  motion  of  the  can- 
non probably  increafing  the  vio- 
lence of  the  fhock,  fhe,  almoll  in- 
Jlantly,  filled  with  water,  and 
went  to  the  bottom.  A  viflualler, 
which  lay  alongfide  the  Royal 
George,  was  fwallowed  up  in  the 
whirlpool,  which  the  fudden  plunge 
of  fo  vaft  a  body  in  the  water  oc- 
cafioned  ;  and  feveral  fmall  craft, 
though  at  fome  moderate  diftance, 
were  in    the    moft   imminent  dan- 


ger. 

The  admiral,  with  a  number  of 
brave  officers,  and,  in  general, 
moft  of  thofe  who  were  between 
decks,  periihed.  The  guard,  in- 
cluding thofe  who  happened  to  be 
along  with  them,  on  the  upper 
deck,  were  more  fortunate ;  the 
greater  part  being  faved  by  the 
boats  of  the  fleet.  About  70  others 
were  likevvife  faved.  The  exaft 
number  of  people  on  board  at  the 
time,  could  not  be  afcertained  ; 
but  it  was  fuppofed,  that  from 
900  to  1000  were  loft.  Something 
about  three  hundred,  moftly,  if 
Bot  entirely,  of  the  fnip's  com- 
pany, were  faved.  Capt.  Wag- 
horne,  whofe  gallantry  in  the 
North  Sea  battle,  under  Admiral 
Parker,  had  procured  him  the 
command  of  this  fhip,  had  the 
fortune,  though  feverely  battered 
and  bruifed,  to  be  faved  ;  but 
his  fon,  a  lieutenant  of  the  Royal 
George,  happening  to  be  one  of 
thofe  who  were  unfortunately  be- 
low, periled. 

Such  was  the  fate  of  the  Royal 
George,  which  carried  the  talleft 
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marts,  the  heavieft  metal,  and  had 
the  greateft  number  of  flags  hoifted 
in  her,  of  any  fhip  in  the  Britifh 
navy.  She  had  been  repeatedly 
the  feat  of  command  under  almoft 
all  our  great  commanders,  and 
upon  the  greateft  occafions,  during 
both  the  former  and  the  prefent 
war  ;  and  had  been  peculiarly 
diftinguiftied  under  Lord  Hawke, 
in  the  celebrated  battle  againft 
M.  Conflans,  when  the  French 
fleet  was  entirely  ruined,  and  fhe 
funk  the  Superbe  of  70  guns,  by 
a  fingle  broadfide,  and  drove  the 
Soleil  Royal,  of  84  guns,  on  fhore, 
where  Ibe  was  burnt.  The  lofs 
of  the  fliip,  notwithftanding  the 
critical  period  at  which  it  hap- 
pened, would  not,  however,  have 
been  much  thought  of,  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  brave  men  who 
periflied  fo  unfortunately  in  her. 

Admiral  Kempenfeldt,  though 
near  70  years  of  age,  was  pecu- 
liarly and  univerfally  lamented. 
He  was  held,  both  abroad  and  at 
home,  to  be,  in  point  of  pro- 
feflional  fcience,  knowledge  and 
judgment,  one  of  the  firft  naval 
ofiicers  in  the  world  ;  particularly 
in  the  art  of  manoeuvring  a  fleet, 
he  was  confidered  by  our  greateft 
commanders  as  unrivalled ;  and 
his  excellent  qualities  as  a  man 
at  leaft  equalled  his  profeflional 
merits  as  an  officer.  His  father 
was  a  Swedifli  gentleman,  who 
coming  early  into  the  Englifti  fer- 
vice,  generoufly  followed  the  ru- 
ined fortunes  of  his  mailer,  James 
the  Second.  Being  recalled  by 
Queen  Anne,  after  the  death  of 
tliat  unfortunate  monarch,  and 
ferving  with  diftindtion  in  her 
wars,  he  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  ;  and 
was,  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
lieutenant- 
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lieutenant-governor  of  the  ifland 
of  Jerfey.  That  gentleman's 
private  charadler  was  i'o  admira- 
ble, as  to  be  depifted  and  immor- 
talized by  Addifon,  in  the  Speda- 
tors ;  where  it  has  ever  been  ad- 
mired under  the  well  known  ap- 
pellation of  Captain  Sentry. 

A  large  fum  of  money,  which 
did  honour  to  the  feelings  of  the 
public,  and  was  correfpondent  to 
that  generous  benevolence  and 
bounty  which  fo  highly  diftin- 
guilh  the  nation,  was  immediately 
raifed,  by  fubfcription,  in  London 
for  the  relief  of  the  widows,  chil- 
dren, and  other  depending  rela- 
tions, of  thofe  who  had  periihed 
by  this  fatal  accident. 

The  Dutch  fleet,  which  had 
for  feveral  days  been  cruizing  in 
the  North  Sea,  having  returned 
to  the  Texel,  and  our  great  con- 
voy from  the  Baltic  fo  nearly  ar- 
rived, as  to  be  out  of  danger,  the 
fquadron,  which  had  been  de- 
tached to  attend  to  thofe  fervices, 
under  Admiral  Milbanke  and 
Commodore  Hotham,  returned 
with  the  utmoft  expedition,  in  or- 
der to  accompany  the   fleet  in    the 

e  ,1      expedition    to    Gibral- 

Sept.  nth.   ,  ^     TT         .u-     • 

^  tar.     Upon   this  junc- 

tion. Lord  Howe  failed  from 
Portfmouth,  with  34.  fliips  cf  the 
line,  feveral  frigates  and  fire- 
Ihips,  a  fleet  of  tranfports,  vic- 
tuallers, and  ftore-fliips,  with  a 
body  of  troops  on  board,  for  the 
relief  of  that  garrifon.  He  was 
accompanied  by  the  Admirals 
Milbanke  and  Sir  R.  Hughes  as 
well  as  by  Commodore  Hotham 
and  by  as  brave  and  able  a  fet  of 
naval  officers,  as  had  ever  been 
joined  in   any  fervice. 

Gibraltar  wa^  now,  indeed,  be- 
come an  objeft   fo  confpicuous  on 


the  great  theatre  of  the  world,  23 
to  attrad  the  attention  of  all  the 
informed  part  of  mankind;  and 
its  liege  and  defence  began  to  vie 
in  celebrity  with  the  moft  famous  of 
thofe  recorded  in  antient  or  mo- 
dern hiftory.  Even  thofe  nations 
which  we  account  barbarous,  and 
who  have  communicated  that  ap- 
pellation to  fo  large  and  fo  fine  a 
portion  of  the  coafls  of  Africa, 
were  led  by  that  irrifillable  fym- 
pathy,  which  the  exertions  of 
valour,  in  its  arduous  ftruggles 
againfl  fuperior  power,  produces 
in  the  fierceft  and  moft  lawlefs 
minds  to  be  deeply  interefted  in 
this  event. 

The  joy   of  the   Spanifh    king, 
upon  the  taking  of  Fort   St.   Phi- 
lip's   was    manifell   and     extreme. 
If  it  be  true,  as    has  been  reported, 
that   the    plan    of  that   expedition 
and  liege  was  entirely  laid  by  him- 
felf,   it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at, 
that  the  fucccfs   of  fuch  an  effay, 
ftiould    greatly   increafe    the   fatis- 
fadlion,    which   the   recovery  of  fo 
confiderable  an   illand,  and  fo  an- 
tient an  appendage   to  his    crown, 
would  othsrwife  have  afforded.     In. 
fuch  a  ftate  of  temper,  it  was  no 
lefs    natural,    that    the   immediate 
infcruments  in   giving  effeft  to  the 
dcfign    (hould     not     be     forgotten. 
The  Duke  de  Crillon  was  accord* 
ingly   appointed    Captain    General 
of  the    Spanifh   armies,    and  Don 
Jofeph    ^4oreno,   who   commanded 
the    marine    in     that    expedition, 
was  advanced  to  high   naval  rank. 
Thefe    rewards,     however,    looked 
forward  as  well  as  retrofpedively : 
they   were  intended  as  the  earncft 
of  future    fervice;    and   the     con- 
queror of  Minorca  was  dellined  to 
the  recovery  of  Gibraltar. 

No  means  were   neglciSled,    nor 
[*P]  2  expcnc* 
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expense  (pared,  to  infure  the  fuc- 
cefs  of"  this  defign,  Spain  found 
by  experience,  that  all  her  at- 
tempts in  the  ufual  forms  upon 
the  place,  whether  by  fea  or  by 
land,  were  totally  inefFeflive  ;  and 
that  the  cruel  mealure  of  dellroy- 
ing  the  town,  odious  as  it  was, 
went  no  farther  than  to  the  exter- 
mination of  the  inhabitants,  with- 
out tending,  in  the  fmalleft  de- 
gree, to  the  redu£lion  of  the  gar- 
rifon.  It  forely  wounded  her 
pride,  that  the  utmolt  exertions 
of  her  power  fhould,  in  the  face 
of  the  world,  be  for  fo  many 
years  baffled,  in  the  unavailing 
conflift  of  a  vaft  and  powerful  em- 
pire, with  a  handful  of  men  ftiut 
up  on  a  barren  rock.  The  court 
was  likewife  greatly  and  parti- 
cularly irritated,  through  the  dif- 
'  grace  which  attended  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  their  works  and  batteries 
in  the  preceding  year  by  the  gar- 
rifon.  So  that  ambition,  honour, 
pride  and  revenge,  were  all  con- 
current, in  urging  to  the  utmoft 
exertions  of  power  and  of  fkill, 
for  the  conquell  of  that  place; 
and  as  all  former  exertions  had 
failed,  the  invention  and  appli- 
cation of  new  means  became  a 
matter  of  neceffity. 

It  could  not  be  fuppofed,  that 
while  Gibraltar  was  fo  long  held 
out  as  an  obje£l  of  attention  and 
admiration  to  the  world,  that  the 
powerful  motives  of  fame  and 
honours,  and  the  ftrong  paffion 
that  tends  to  the  exercife  and 
difplay  of  talents,  fiiould  net, 
among  the  great  number  of  fcien- 
tifiC  and  ingenious  men  with  which 
Europe  abounds,  have  excited  the 
genius  and  induftry  of  fome  or 
other  to  the  difcovery  of  means, 
fsr  overcoming  thofe  obftacles  of 
.    9 


arc  and  nature,  which  had  hi- 
therto been  found  infurmountabla 
in  all  attempts  upon  the  place. 
Nor  could  it  be  doubted,  under 
the  circumftances  we  have  feen, 
that  fuch  projedls,  if  at  all  feafi- 
ble,  would  be  feduloufly  attended 
to. 

The  Chevalier  de  Arcon,  a 
French  engineer,  of  high  note, 
however,  feemed  to  be  the  hero 
deflined  to  the  fall  of  Gibraltar. 
His  plan  was  fo  highly  approved 
of,  that  the  king  himfelf  is  faid 
to  have  taken  a  part  in  its  modi- 
fication, or  adjuflment ;  hoping  to 
have  borne  away  a  royal  fhare  of 
the  honsur  in  this  inflance,  as  well 
as  in  that  of  Minorca.  The  plan 
had  been  propofed  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  preceding  year;  the 
preparations,  though  vafl,  and 
exceedingly  expenfive,  were  now 
nearly  completed ;  and  the  re- 
dudlion  of  the  place  was  not  only 
deemed  certain,  but  the  powers  to 
be  ufed  were  fo  prodigious  and 
terrible,  that  little  lefs  than  the 
annihilation  of  the  fortrefs  was 
expedled  to  be  the  confequence 
of  any  great  obftinacy  of  defence 
in  the    garrifon. 

In  the  eagernefs  which  pre- 
vailed at  Madrid,  for  the  carrying 
of  this  point,  it  had  been  pro- 
pofed to  bring  a  whole  fleet  to  the 
diredl  battery  and  attack  of  the 
place,  on  all  fides,  by  fea,  while 
the  army  was  to  carry  on  a  furious 
afTault  by  land ;  and  the  facrifice 
of  from  ten  to  twenty  fhips  of  war, 
as  the  occafion  might  require,  was 
decreed  to  be  the  contented  price 
of  fuccefs. 

The  P'rench   engineer  ridiculed 
this    fcheme  as  wild   and     incom- 
petent.    He  Ihewed  that  it  would 
be  attended  with  the   certain  de- 
itrudtioa 
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ftrufli'on  of  the  fhlps,  without 
producing  the  fmallefl  efFeft  upon 
the  fortrefs.  His  plan  went  to  the 
conftruftion  of  floating  batteries, 
or  fhips,  upon  fuch  a  principle 
that  they  could  neither  be  funk, 
nor  fired.  The  firft  of  thefe  pro- 
perties was  to  be  acquired  by  the 
extraordinary  thicknefs  of  timber, 
with  which  their  keels  and  bot- 
toms were  to  be  fortified ;  and 
which  was  to  render  them  proof  to 
all  danger  in  that  refpeft,  whether 
from  external  or  internal  violence. 
The  fecond  danger  was  to  be  op- 
pofed,  by  fecuring  the  fides  of  the 
fliips,  wherever  they  were  expofed 
to  ftiot,  with  a  ftrong  wall,  com- 
pofed  of  timber  and  cork,  a  long 
time  foaked  in  water,  and  in- 
cluding between,  a  large  body  of 
wet  fand ;  the  whole  being  of 
fuch  a  thicknefs  and  denfity,  that 
no  cannon-ball  could  penetrate 
within  two  feet  of  the  inner  par- 
tition. A  conftant  fupply  of  wa- 
ter was  to  keep  the  parts  expofed 
to  the  aftion  of  fire  always  wet ; 
and  the  cork  was  to  aft  as  a  fponge, 
in  retaining  the  moiilure. 

For  this  purpofe,  ten  great 
fhips,  from  600  to  1400  tons  bur- 
then (forae  of  them  faid  to  be 
of  50  or  60  guns)  were  cut  down 
to  the  ftate  required  by  the  plan ; 
and  200,000  cubic  feet  of  timber 
was,  with  infinite  labour,  worked 
into  their  conftrudlion.  To  pro- 
teft  them  from  bombs,  and  the 
men  at  the  batteries  from  grape, 
or  descending  Ihot,  a  hanging 
roof  was  contrived,  which  was  to 
be  worked  up  and  down  by 
fprings,  with  eafe,  and  at  plea- 
fure;  the  roof  was  compoJed  of  a 
ftrong  rope-work  netting,  laid 
over  with  a  thick  covering  of  wet 
Kides ;    while   its   Hoping  pofuion 


was  calculated  to  prevent  the 
Ihells  from  lodging,  and  to  throw 
them  off  into  the  fca  before  they 
could  take  effed.  The  batteriss 
were  covered  with  new  brafs  can- 
non, of  great  weight ;  and  fome- 
thing  about  half  the  number  of 
fpare-guns,  of  the  fame  kind,  were 
kept  ready  in  each  fhip,  imme- 
diately to  fupply  the  place  of 
thofe  which  might  be  over-heated, 
or  otherwife  difabled  in  aftion. 
To  render  the  fire  of  thefe  bat- 
teries the  more  rapid  and  inftan- 
tanecus,  and  confequently,  the 
more  dreadfully  effedtive,  the  in- 
genious projeftor  had  contrived  2 
kind  of  match,  to  be  placed  on  the 
lights  of  the  guns,  of  fuch  a  na- 
ture, as  to  emulate  lightning  in 
the  quicknefs  of  its  confumption, 
and  the  rapidity  of  its  adlion ;  and 
by  which  all  the  guns  on  the  bat- 
tery were  to  go  off  together,  as  it 
had  been  only  a  fingle  (hot. 

But,  as  the  red-hot  fhot  from 
the  fortrefs  was  the  enemy  nioft 
dreaded,  the  niceft  part  of  this 
plan  feems  to  have  been  the  con- 
trivance for  communicating  water 
in  every  direftion  to  reilrain  it's 
effetfl.  In  imitation  of  the  circu- 
lation of  the  blood  in  a  living  bo- 
dy, a  great  variety  of  pipes  and 
canals  perforated  all  the  folid 
workmanship,  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  a  continual  fucceffion  of  wa- 
ter was  to  be  conveyed  to  every 
part  of  the  veffels ;  a  number  of 
pumps  being  adapted  to  the  pur- 
pofe of  an  unlimited  fupply.  By 
this  means,  it  was  expeded  that 
the  red-hot  (hot  would  operate  to 
the  remedy  of  its  own  mifchief: 
as  the  very  adion  of  cutting  thro* 
thofe  pipes  would  procure  its  im- 
mediate extinftion.  So  that  thefe 
terrible    niachines,    teeming    with 
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every  fource  of  outward  deilruc- 
tion,  jctmed  to  be  theinfelvcs  in- 
vulnerable, and  entirely  fecure 
from  all  danger. 

The  preparation  in  other  re- 
fpefts  was  beyond  all  example.  It 
was  laid,  that  no  k.is  than  1200 
pieces  of  heavy  ordnance  of  various 
kinds  had  been  accumulated  be- 
fore the  place,  for  the  almoll 
numberlefs  intended  purpofes  of 
attack  by  fea  and  land.  The 
cjuar.tities  of  powder,  flict,  fneils, 
and  of  every  kind  of  military  llore 
and  provifion,  were  fo  immenfe  as 
to  exceed  credibility.  The  quan- 
tity of  gunpowder  only,  was  faid 
to  exceed  83,000  barrels.  Forty 
gun-buais,  with  heavy  artillery, 
as  many  bumb  vefTels  with  twelve- 
inch  mortars,  befides  a  large 
floating  battery,  and  five  bomb 
ketchesj  on  the  ufual  conllruc- 
tion,  were  all  defiined  to  fccond 
the  powerful  efforts  of  the  great 
battering  ihips.  Nearly  all  the 
frigates,  and  fmalier  armed  vef- 
fels  of  the  kingdom  were  afiem- 
bled,  to  afford  fuch  aid  as  they 
might  be  found  capable  of;  and 
300  I'lrge  boats  were  collected 
from  every  part  of  Spain,  which 
with  the  vey  great  number  al- 
ready in  the  vicinity,  were  to 
mmiiter  to  the  fighting  vefTels  dur- 
ing adlion,  and  to  land  troops  in 
the  place,  as  loon  as  they  had  dlf- 
rnantL^d  the  fortrefs.  The  com- 
bined iieeis  of  France  and  Spain, 
amounting  to  fomeihing  about  50 
ihips  of  the  line,  were  to  cover  and 
fupport  the  attack  ;  and  could  not 
b-jt  greedy  heighten  the  terrors  as 
>v;.ll  as  the  magnificence  of  the 
fcene. 

The  preparations  by  land  kept 
pace  with  thofe  by  fea.  'i'weive 
jlhoufaiid     French       troops     were 


brought  to  diifufe  their  peculiar 
vivacity  and  animation  through 
the  Spanilh  army,  as  well  as  for 
the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  the 
example  and  exertion  of  their  fu- 
perior  difcipline  and  experience. 
The  Duke  de  Crillon  was  aflifted 
by  a  number  of  the  bell  officers  of 
both  countries,  and  particularly 
of  the  beft  engineers  and  artille- 
rills  of  his  own.  The  length  and 
celebrity  of  the  fiege,  now  ren- 
dered more  interefting  by  the  fame 
of  the  prefent  extraordinary  pre- 
paration, had  drawn  volunteers 
from  every  part  of  Europe  to  the 
camp  before  Gibraltar;  and  not 
only  the  nobility  of  Spain,  but 
many  of  other  countries  were  af- 
fembled,  either  to  dilplay  their 
valour,  or  to  gratify  curiofity  in 
beholding  fuch  a  naval  and  mili- 
tary fpedacle,  as,  it  was  proba- 
ble, had  never  been  before  exhi- 
bited. The  arrival  of  two  princes 
of  the  royal  blood  of  France, 
ferved  to  increafe  the  fplendour  and 
celebrity  of  the  fcene.  The  Count 
de  Artois,  the  French  King's  bro- 
ther, and  his  coufin  the  Duke  de 
Bourbon,  feemed  eager  to  immor- 
talize their  names,  by  partaking  in 
the  glory  of  fo  fignal  and  illuftrious 
an  entcrprize,  as  the  recovery  of 
Gibraltar  to  the  crown  of  their 
kinfman  and  ally. 

The  arrival  of  the  French  princes 
a/lcrded  an  opportunity  for  the 
difplay  of  that  politenejs,  and  the 
exercife  of  thofe  humanized  atten- 
tions and  civilities,  by  which  the 
refined  manners  of  modern  Europe 
have  tended  fo  mi;ch  to  divert  war 
of  many  parts  of  its  antient  favage 
barbarity.  Some  packets,  con- 
taining a  number  of  letters  di- 
redted  to  the  officers  in  Gibraltar, 
having,   on    the -way,    fallen    intq 

the 


HISTORY    OF   EUROPE.        1*231 


the  hands  of  the  Spaniards,  were, 
of  courfe,  tranfmitted  to  the  court 
of  Madrid,  where  they  lay,  at  the 
time  that  the  Count  de  Artois  ar- 
rived at  that  capital.  The  French 
prince,  in  that  i'pirit  of  generofity, 
which  dilUnguidies  his  family  as 
well  as  his  country,  confidering 
this  circumftance  as  affording  a 
pleafing  opportunity  of  introduc- 
tion to  a  brave  and  generous  ene- 
my, obtained  the  packets  from  the 
king,  and  condefcended  to  convey 
them,  under  his  own  care,  to  the 
camp. 

The  tranfmiflion  of  the  packets 
to  Gibraltar  afforded  an  oppor- 
tunity to  the  Duke  de  Crillon  of 
accompanying  them  with  a  letter 
to  General  Elliot,  in  which,  be- 
fides  informing  him  of  the  arrival 
of  the  French  princes  in  his  camp, 
and  of  this  particular  mark  of  at- 
tention Ihewn  by  the  Count  de 
Artois,  he  farther  acquainted  him, 
that  he  was  charged  by  them,  re- 
fpeftively,  to  convey  to  the  gene- 
ral the  llrongeft  expreffions  of  their 
regard  and  efteem  for  his  perfon 
and  charader.  The  diike  expref- 
fed  his  own  regards  for  the  ge- 
neral in  the  molt  flattering  terms  ; 
eagerly  wifhing  to  merit  his 
efteem,  and  declaring  the  pleafure 
with  which  he  looked  forward  in 
the  hope  of  becoming  his  friend, 
after  he  had  learnt  to  render  him- 
felf  worthy  the  honour  of  facing 
him  as  an  enemy.  He  likewife 
requcfted,  in  the  moft  obliging 
terms,  that  he  would  accept  of  a 
prefent  of  fruit  and  vegetables,  for 
his  own  ufe,  which  accompanied 
the  letter,  and  of  fome  ice  and 
partridges  for  the  gentlemen  of  his 
houfchold  ;  farther  intreating,  that 
as  he  knew  the  general  lived  en- 
tirely  i^pon   vegetables,   he  would 


acquaint  him  with  the  particular 
kinds  which  he  liked  beft,  with  a 
view  to  his  regular  fupply.  The 
whole  letter  may  be  confidered  as  a 
model  of  military  politenefs. 

General   Elliot   was    not,    how- 
ever,   lels  polite  or  obliging  in  his 
anfwer,     whether    with    reiped  to 
the  duke  himfelf,  or  to  the  princes. 
But,   he  informed   the  duke,  that 
in  accepting  the  prefent,   he   had 
broken  through   a  refolution  which 
he  had  invariably  adhered  to  from 
the    commencement    of    the    war, 
which  was,    never    to    receive,   or 
to  procure  by  any  means  whatever, 
any  provifions  or  other  commodity 
for    his  own    private  ufe;    he  de- 
clared, that  every  thing  was    fold 
publickly  in  the    garrifon,  fo  that 
the  private  foldier,  if  he  had  mo- 
ney,   might    become    a    purchafer 
with   the  fame  facility   as  the  go- 
vernor ;    and    that  he    made    it  a 
point    of  honour,    to    partake    of 
both  plenty  and  fcarcity,  in  com- 
mon with  the  loweft  of  his   brave 
fellow   foldiers.     He  therefore   in- 
treated  the  duke,  not   to  heap  any 
more    favours    of    the    fame    kind 
upon  him,  as  he  could   not  in  fu- 
ture apply  them  to  his  own  ufe. — 
An  anfwer  and  condudl  worthy  of 
General   Elliot,  and  of  the    brave 
garrifon  which  he  commanded. 

The  French  princes  arrived  at 
the  camp  about  the  middle  of  Au- 
guft,  and  after  examining  the  ftaie 
of  the  preparations  by  land,  re- 
viewed the  new  and  extraordinary 
machines  contrived  by  the  Cheva- 
lier de  Arcon.  They  were  accom- 
panied on  this  occafion  by  all 
the  principal  commanders  of  both 
nations,  whether  in  the  land  or 
naval  fervicc ;  and  the  battering 
fnips,  if  the  French  and  Spaniih 
accounts  arc  to  bff  credited,  not- 
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withfianding  their  vaft  bulk  and 
immenfe  weight,  not  only  gave 
the  greateft  fatisfaflion,  but  afto- 
nifhed  even  the  molt  intelligent  of 
the  officers  prefent,  when  they  favv 
them  go  through  their  various 
evolutions  with  all  the  ejife  and 
dexterity  of  frigates.  The  confi- 
dence now  placed  in  the  dreadful 
and  immediate  efFedl  to  be  pro- 
duced by  their  aftion,  went  be- 
yond all  bounds.  Twenty-four 
hours  was  a  longer  time,  than  the 
public  opinion  would  admit  to  be 
neceffary,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  their  attack,  for  the  utter 
deftruftion  of  Gibraltar.  Even 
the  commanders  held  fimilar  fen- 
timents  ;  and  the  Duke  de  Cril- 
lon  was  thought  extremely  cau- 
tious of  hazarding  an  opinion, 
when  he  allowed  fo  long  a  term  as 
fourteen  days  to  the  certainty  of  be- 
ing in  pofTeiTion  of  the  place. 

Thofe  who  are  acquainted  with 
the  temper  and  difpofition  of  the 
French  armies,  or  even  of  the 
people  in  general,  will  not  be  fur- 
prized  that  the  arrival  of  the 
princes  of  the  blood  fhould  excite 
an  extraordinary  enthufiafm  in  the 
troops  of  that  nation.  The  con- 
tagion was  foon  communicated  to 
the  Spanilh  army  ;  and  as  foon  tri- 
umphed over  the  conftitutional  or 
habitual  gravity  of  that  nation. 
The  impatience  of  the  combined 
forces  both  by  fea  and  land  for 
aftion  became  exceihve;  and  every 
hour  appeared  an  age  until  they 
could  have  an  opportunity,  upon 
fo  confpicuous  a  theatre,  and  un- 
der the  eyes  of  fo  great  a  number 
of  illuftrious  fpedators,  of  figna- 
lizing  their  refpeftive  valour  and 
emulation.  The  infedlion  even 
reached  to,  and  produced  its  ef- 
k(\  upon   the   commanders.     The 


engineer  has  fince  complained,  that 
much  time  was  loft,  before  the 
preparation  in  confequence  of  his 
fcheme  was  commenced,  and  that 
the  precipitancy  afterwards,  in 
hurrying  on  meafures  before  his 
plan  was  entirely  completed,  mili- 
tated no  lefs  againft  its  fiiccefs  than 
the  original  delay. 

It  is  not  however  to  be  forgot- 
ten, that  the  apprehenfion  of  Lord 
Howe's  arrival  to  the  relief  of 
the  place,  which  began  now  to  be 
every  day  expefted,  although  the 
great  inferiority  of  any  force  which 
he  could  bring  was  well-known, 
would,  notwithftanding,  indepen- 
dent of  any  other  circumftances, 
have  effeftually  ferved,  both  to 
quicken  the  determinations  of  the 
court,  and  to  accelerate  the  ope- 
rations of  the  fleet  and  the  army. 
It  is  likewife  to  be  obferved,  that 
the  arrival  of  the  princes  contri- 
buted, on  various  accounts,  to 
further  this  efFe(5l ;  and  that  even 
the  inconveniences  of  their  being 
detained  long  in  the  camp,  and 
the  prodigious  expence  which  it 
occafioned  to  the  Count  de  Ar- 
tois,  were  probably  matters  of  con- 
fideration. 

Although  the  intrepid  defender 
of  Gibraltar  had  long  obferved  the 
ftorm  gathering,  artd  faw  that  it 
muft  foon  fall  with  unparalleled 
violence,  yet  he  could  only  obtain 
feme  general  knowledge  of  the 
immenfe  preparations  that  were 
making,  and  of  the  invention  of. 
fome  terrible  machines,  which  had 
infpired  the  enemy  with  a  confi- 
dence of  fuccefs,  to  which  they 
had  been  before  ftrangers ;  but 
was  utterly  in  the  dark  as  to  the 
nature,  conftrudtion,  and  mode  of 
operation  of  thofe  new-invented 
veffcls.     This    uncertainty    as    to 
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the  mode  of  attack,  and  ignorance 
of  the  nature  and  powers  of  a  new 
enemy,  feemed  almoll  fufBcient  to 
ftiake  the  firmnefs  of  the  rooft  tried 
and  conftant  refolution  ;  and  could 
not  bat  greatly  increafe  the  al- 
ready numberlefs  anxieties  of  fo 
arduous  and  perilous  a  fituation. 
In  thefe  circumftances.  General 
Elliot  left  nothing  undone,  that 
it  was  poflible  for  a  great  com- 
mander to  accomplifh :  he  pro- 
vided for  every  circumftance  of 
danger  that  could  be  forefeen  or 
imagined,  for  the  reception  of 
every  enemy,  whatever  his  mode 
of  operation  might  be  :  and  con- 
fiding in  the  excellency  of  his  of- 
ficers, and  the  valour  of  the  ad- 
mirable troops  they  commanded, 
was  not  apprehenfive  of  trufting 
the  event  to  the  decifion  of  that 
fortune,  which  has  ever  been  held 
favourable  to  faperior  exertions  of 
virtue  and  bravery. 

In  the  mean  time,  unawed  by 
the  valt  force  with  which  he  was 
on  every  fide,  by  fea  and  land 
furrounded,  General  Elliot  did 
not  hefitate,  by  new  and  unex- 
pefled  infult  and  damage,  to  pro- 
voke his  combined  enemies  to  the 
attack.  For,  obferving  that  their 
works  on  the  land  fide  were  nearly 
completed,  and  fome  of  them 
pretty  far  advanced  towards  the 
fortrefs,  he  determined  to  try 
(though  dubious  of  the  efFeil  from 
the  diftance)  how  far  a  vigorous 
cannonade  and  bombardment,  with 
red-hot  balls,  carcaffes  and  ihelis, 
might  operate  to  their  dellruftion. 
A  powerful  and  admirably  direft- 
«d  firing  commenced  from  the  gar- 
rifon  at  feven  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  8th  of  September,  and 
was  fupported  through  the  day, 
with   the  ufual  unrivalled  ikill  xad 


dexterity  of  the  artillery  officers. 
The  effeifl  far  exceeded  the  gene- 
ral's expeftation.  By  ten  o'clock 
the  Mahon  battery,  with  another 
adjoining  to  it,  were  in  flames ; 
and  by  five  in  the  evening  were 
entirely  confumed,  together  with 
their  gun-carriages,  platforms  and 
magazines,  although  the  latter 
were  bomb  proof.  A  great  part 
of  the  communications  to  the 
eaftern  parallel,  and  of  the  trenches 
and  parapet  for  mufquetry,  were 
likewife  deilroyed  j  and  a  large 
battery  near  the  bay  was  fo  muck 
damaged,  having  been  repeatedly 
on  fire  in  feveral  places,  that  the 
enemy  were  under  a  neceffity  of 
taking  down  one  half  of  it.  They 
acknowledged,  that  their  works 
were  on  fire  in  fifty  places  at  the 
fame  inflant.  The  emulation  be- 
tween the  nations,  as  well  as  the 
prefence  of  the  French  princes, 
urged  the  troops  to  expofe  them- 
felves  exceedingly  in  their  effort* 
to  prevent  the  progrefs  of  the 
flames,  fo  that  their  lofs  in  men, 
under  lb  dreadful  and  well  direfttd 
a  lire,  could  not  but  have  beea 
very  confiderable.  This  was  in- 
deed fully  within  the  fight  and  ob- 
fervation  of  the  garrifon,  although 
the  Spanilh  and  French  publilhcd 
accounts,  in  their  ufual  manner, 
reprefentcd  the  lofs  of  men  as  be- 
ing fo  trilling,  that  it  ill  accorded 
with  their  own  detail  of  the  mif- 
chief  done  to  their  works,  and  of 
the  extraordinary  valour  difplayed 
by  the  troops  of  both  nations  ia 
expofing  themfelves  to  fuch  im- 
minent danger.  It  mull  have  been 
highly  curious  and  intereJHng, 
even  to  an  indifferent  fpeftator,  to 
have  beheld  the  diforder  and  con- 
fufion  into  whicli  lo  powerful  an 
army    was    thrown,   and   the    lofs 
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and  mifchtef  it  fuftained,  through 
the  exertions  of  fo  inferior  a  num- 
ber. If  vanity  was  capable  of 
producing  fuch  efFefts,  there  would 
have  been  an  opportunity  now  for 
its  full  gratification. 

This  frefh  affront  recalled  the 
memory  of  the  lofs  and  difgrace 
fuffered  by  the  fally  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  and  was  refented  fo 
much  by  the  allied  commanders, 
that  it  feems  to  have  contributed 
not  a  little  to  precipitate  their 
meafures.  A  new  battery  of  64 
heavy  cannon  was  opened  by 
break  of  day  on  the  following 
morning,  which  with  the  cannon 
in  their  lines,  and  above  60  mor- 
tars, continued  to  pour  their  fhot 
and  ihells  without  intermiffion, 
upon  the  garrifon,  through  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  day.  At  the 
fame  time,  a  fquadron  of  feven 
Spanifh  and  two  French  fhips  of 
the  line,  with  fome  frigates  and 
fmaller  vefTels,  taking  the  advan-- 
tage  of  a  favourable  wind,  dropped 
down  from  the  Orange  Grove,  at 
the  head  of  the  bay,  and  paffing 
flowly  along  the  works,  difcharged 
their  {hot  at  the  fouth  baftion,  and 
the  ragged  ftaff,  continuing  their 
cannonade,  until  they  had  pafled 
Europa  point,  and  got  into  the 
Mediterranean.  They  then  form- 
ed a  line  to  the  eaftward  of  the 
rock,  and,  the  admiral  leading, 
came  to  the  attack  of  the  batteries 
on  Europa  point,  and  unuer  a 
very  flow  fail,  commenced  a  heavy 
lire  with  ail  their  guns,  which 
continued  until  they  were  entirely 
paffed. 

The  fmall  marine  force  at  Gib- 
raltar had  for  fome  confuierable 
time  been  commanded  by  Captain 
Curtis,  of  the  Brilliant  frigate, 
who  had  been  much  diitinguifhed 


in  feveral  fpirited  anions  with  the 
Spnnifii  frigates  and  gun -boats, 
and  had  been  particularly  fuccefs- 
ful  in  relcuing  the  vefl'els  that  were 
coming  into  the  garrifon,  from 
their  attacks  in  the  bay.  We  have 
already  feen  that  the  feamen  had 
held  a  dillinguifhed  part  in  the 
laft  fally  ;  where  as  they  were 
attaciied  to  different  garrifon 
corps,  this  gentleman  adled  only 
as  a  volunteer.  In  the  prefent 
feafon  of  danger,  when  the  fupe- 
riority  of  the  enemy  fhut  them  up 
from  exertion  on  their  proper  ele- 
ment, it  was  thought  neceffiry  not 
to  lofe  their  fervices  in  the  imme- 
diate defence  of  the  place  by  land. 
They  were  accordingly  formed  in- 
to a  diftindl  corps,  under  the  name 
of  the  marine  brigade,  and  Cap- 
tain Curtis  held  the  rank  and 
title  of  brigadier,  as  their  com- 
mander. To  that  officer,  and  his 
marine  corps,  vvas  committed  the 
defence  of  the  works  and  batteries 
on  Europa  Point;  a  truft  which 
they  diicharged  fo  well,  that  hav- 
ing repeatedly  ftruck  the  enemy 
in  the  fir  ft  attack,  they  were  af- 
terwards glad  to  keep  a  more 
guarded  dillance  ;  and  two  of  the 
Spaniffi  fhips  found  it  neceffary  to 
go  to  Algeziias  to  repair  their  da- 
mages. 

The  firing  from  the  iilhmus  was 
renewed  on  the  next,  and  conti- 
nued the  fuccecding  days  ;  while 
the  enemy  boafted  that  it  fhould  be 
fupported  on  the  fame  fcale  until 
the  redudlion  of  the  place ;  that 
being  at  the  rate  of  6500  cannon 
fnot  and  1080  Ihells,  in  every 
24  hours.  The  fliips  likewife 
made  repeated  attacks  upon  Eu- 
ropa point,  but  the  batteries  were 
fo  excellently  ferved,  and  the  guns 
fo  well  pointed,  that  they  did  not 
approach 
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approach  near  enough  to  produce 
much  efFed.  As  if  it  had  been 
hoped  at  once  to  confound  and 
overwhelm  the  ganifon,  by  the 
multitudinous  forms  and  variety  of 
attack,  and  the  enormous  quan- 
tity of  fire  poured  upon  them, 
the  gun  and  mortar  boats  were 
now  added  to  all  the  other  inflru- 
ments  of  vengeance,  and  renewed 
with  great  fiercenefs  their  affaults 
both  by  day  and  by  night  upon  the 
works.  Indeed  the  numerous 
volunteers  and  fpedlators  had  now 
an  unufual  opportunity  of  gratify- 
ing their  curiofity,  in  beholding 
the  operations  of  war  diverfified 
nearly  into  all  the  forms,  which  it 
is  capable  of  exhibiting,  whether 
by  land  or  by  fea,  in  the  attack  or 
defence  of  a  fortrefs. 

It  Teems  fcarcely  lefs  than  afto- 
nilhing,  that  thefe  numerous  at- 
tacks, accompanied  by  fo  prodi- 
gious a  weight  of  fire,  in  all  its 
moll  deftrudlive  modes  of  adion, 
fhould  have  produced  very  little 
efFeft,  either  with  refpect  to  the 
lofs  of  men  in  the  garrifon,  or  to 
the  damage  done  to  the  works. 
But  the  arduous  day  was  now  fall 
approaching,  when  courage,  fkill, 
and  ingenuity,  were  to  undergo 
their  feverell  trial ;  and  when  all 
the  united  powers  of  gun-powder 
and  artillery,  in  their  higheft  itate 
of  difcovery  and  improvement, 
were  to  be  called   into  adlion. 

The  combined  fleets,  of  27  Spa- 
nifli  and  12  French  fhips  of  the 
line  were  now  arrived  at  Alge- 
ziras  from  Cadiz,  and  with  thofe 
already  on  the  fpot,  amounted 
either  to  4S  or  49  fail  of  the  line, 
befides  two  or  three  fifties.  The 
battering  fhips  were  likewife  in 
readinefs.  Their  batteries  were 
covered   with  154  pieces  of  heavy 


brafs  cannon ;  and  they  carried 
fomething  lefa  than  half  that  num- 
ber to  be  ufed  as  exchanges.  The 
Pallora,  the  admiral's  fhip,  had 
24  guns  mounted,  and  ten  in  re- 
ferTe  ;  the  Prince  of  Naflau's  fhip, 
the  Paula,  was  about  the  fame 
force,  and  held  a  fimilar  propor- 
tion. Thirty- fix  artillery  men, 
and  volunteers  from  the  two  ar- 
mies, were  allotted  to  the  fervice 
of  each  gun  ;  and  thefe  being  ex- 
clufive  of  the  officers,  and  of  the 
feanien  who  navigated  the  veffels, 
the  whole  number  on  board  was 
ellimated  at  between  fix  and  feven 
thoufand  men.  The  gun  and 
mortar  boats,  with  the  floating 
battery  and  the  bomb  ketches, 
were  to  carry  on  their  attacks  in 
every  poffible  diredion,  whilll  the 
fire  of  the  battering  fhips  was  di- 
redled  againfl  their  dellined  ob- 
jeds.  By  this  means,  and  by  the 
fire  of  near  300  cannon,  mortars, 
and  howitzers  from  the  illhmus,  it 
was  intended  that  every  part  of 
the  works  being  attacked  at  the 
fame  inflant,  and  every  quarter 
prefenting  a  fimilar  face  of  dan- 
ger, the  garrifon  fhould  be  thrown 
into  irretrievable  conllernation  and 
difmay,  or  at  leaft,  that  their  at- 
tention being  called  away  to  fo 
many  fervices,  the  refinance  muft 
become  generally  inefi:"^6live,  and 
totally  unequal  to  the  accumu- 
lated weight  and  force  of  the 
grand  attack. 

About  feven  o'clock,  on  the 
morning  of  the  13th  of  September, 
1782,  the  ten  battering  fhips  of 
the  enemy,  lying  at  the  Puenta 
Maillova,  near  the  head  of  the 
bay  of  Gibraltar,  and  under  the 
condud  of  Admiral  Don  15.  Mo- 
reno, vvrre  oblerved  to  be  in  mo- 
tion ;  and  fooa  after  getting  un- 
der 
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der  fail,  to  proceed  to  their  fta- 
tions  for  the  attack  of  that  for- 
trefs.  Between  nine  and  ten 
o*  clock  they  came  to  an  anchor, 
being  moored  in  a  line,  at  mode- 
late  diftances,  from  the  Old  to  the 
New  Mole,  lying  parallel  to  the 
rock,  and  at  about  900  yards  dif- 
tance.  The  greateft  fpirit  was 
difplayed  through  this  whole  evo- 
lution ;  and  it  is  acknowledged 
on  our  fide,  that  nothing  could  be 
more  mafterly  than  the  perform- 
ance. The  admiral's  Aip  was 
ftationed  oppofite  the  King's  baf- 
lion ;  and  the  others  took  their 
appointed  places,  fucceffively,  and 
with  great  regularity,  to  the  right 
and  left  of  the  admiral.  The  fur- 
rounding  hills  were  by  this  time 
covered  with  people,  and  it  feem- 
cd  as  if  all  Spain  had  afTembled  to 
behold   the    fpedtacle. 

The  cannonade  and  bombard- 
ment, on  all  fides,  and  in  all  di~ 
redions,  from  the  iflhmus,  the 
lea,  and  the  various  works  of  the 
fortrei's,  was  not  only  tremendous 
but  beyond  example.  The  pro- 
digious fhowers  cf  red-hot  balls, 
cf  bombs,  and  of  carcaffes,  which 
iilled  the  air,  and  were  without 
intermifTion  thrown  to  every  point 
of  the  various  attacks,  both  by 
fea  and  by  land,  from  thegarrifon, 
aftoniihed  the  commanders  of  the 
allied  foices,  who  could  not  con- 
ceive the  poflibility,  that  General 
Elliot,  ftreightened  as  he  was 
within  the  narrow  limits  of  a  gar- 
rifon,  fhould  have  been  by  any 
means  able  to  conftruft  or  to  ma- 
nage fuch  a  multitude  of  furnaces, 
as  they  deemed  neceffary  to  the 
heating  of  the  infinite  quantity  of 
ihot  then  thrown.  The  number 
of  red  hot-balls,  which  the  batter- 
ing   ftiips    only    received  in    the 


courfe  of  the  day,  was  eflimated 
in  their  own  accounts  at  not  lefs 
than  four  thoufand.  Nor  were 
the  mortar  batteries  in  the  for- 
trefs  worfe  fupported ;  and  while 
the  battering  fhips  appeared  to  be 
the  principal  objects  of  vengeance 
as  they  were  of  apprehenfion  to 
the  garrifon,  the  whole  extent  of 
the  peninfula  feemed  at  the  fame 
time  to  be  overwhelmed  in  the 
torrents  of  fire  which  were  in- 
cefTantly  poured  upon  it. 

As  the  violence  of  the  attacks 
correfponded  with  the  fury  of  the 
defence,  and  that  the  means  and 
powers  of  annoyance  and  deftruc- 
tion  were  prodigious  on  both  fides, 
no  imagination  could  conceive  a 
fcene  more  terrible,  than  this  day 
and  the  fucceeding  night  exhi- 
bited. All  defcription  would  fail, 
in  attempting  to  convey  adequate 
ideas  of  fuch  a  fcene  ;  and  the  very 
aftors  in  it  could  not  be  perfedlly 
clear  and  diflinft  in  their  concep- 
tions of  what  was  palTing,  amidft 
the  furrounding  tumult  and  up- 
roar. 

The  battering  fhips  were  found 
upon  trial  to  be  an  enemy  fcarcely 
lefs  formidable  than  had  been  re- 
prefented.  Befides  maintaining  a 
cannonade  fo  prodigious  through 
the  greater  part  of  the  day,  as 
fcarcely  admitted  any  appearance 
of  fuperiority  on  the  fide  of  the 
fortrefs,  their  conltruction  was  fo 
admirably  calculated  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  withftanding  the  combined 
powers  of  fire  and  artillery,  that 
for  feveral  hours  the  inceffant 
fhowers  of  fhells,  and  the  hot  fhot 
with  which  they  were  aflailed, 
were  not  capable  of  making  any 
vifible  impreiTion  upon  them. 

About  two  o'clock,  however, 
fome  fmoke  was  fesn  to  ifi"ue  front 

the 
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the  upper  part  of  the  admiral's 
fhip ;  and  foon  after,  men  were 
obferved  ufing  fire  engines,  and 
pouring  water  into  the  fhot-holes. 
This  fire,  though  kept  under  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  day-Iight, 
could  never  be  thoroughly  fub- 
dued ;  and  in  fome  time,  the  fhip 
commanded  by  the  Prince  of  NafTau, 
which  was  next  in  fize  and  force 
to  the  admiral's,  was  perceiv- 
ed to  be  in  the  fame  condition. 
The  diforder  in  thefe  two  com- 
manding (hips  in  the  center,  af- 
fedled  the  whole  line  of  attack  ;  and 
by  the  evening,  the  fire  from  the 
fortrefs  had  gained  a  decided  fu- 
periority. 

The  fire  was  continued  from  the 
batteries  in  the  fortrefs,  with  equal 
vigour,  throMgh  the  night ;  and 
by  one  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
the  two  firft  fhipswere  in  flames, 
and  feveral  more  vifibly  on  fire. 
The  confufion  was  now  great  and 
apparent ;  and  the  number  of 
rockets  continually  thrown  up 
from  each  of  the  fhips,  as  fignals 
to  the  fleet,  were  fufficiently  ex- 
preflive  of  their  extreme  diftrefs 
and  danger,  Thefe  fignals  were 
immediately  anfwered,  and  all 
means  ufed  by  the  fleet  to  afford 
the  afliflance  which  they  required  ; 
but  as  it  was  deemed  impoffible  to 
remove  the  battering  fhips,  their 
endeavours  were  only  diredled  to 
bringing  off  the  men.  A  great 
number  of  boats  were  accordingly 
employed,  and  great  intrepidity 
difplayed  in  the  attempts  for  this 
purpofe ;  the  danger  from  the 
burning  veffels,  filled  as  they  were 
with  inftruments  of  deftruftion,  ap- 
pearing no  lefs  dreadful,  than  the 
fire  from  the  garrifon,  terrible 
as  that  was ;  and  that  the  light 
thrown  out   o«  all  fides    by    the 


flames,  afforded  the   utmoft  preci- 
fion  in  its  diredion. 

This  Hate  of  things  prefented  an 
opportunity  for  the  exercife  of  the 
daring  genius  of  Captain  Curtis, 
in  ufing  the  exertions  of  his  gun- 
boats, to  complete  the  general 
confufion  and  deftruclion.  Thefe 
were  twelve  In  number,  and  each 
carrying  an  eighteen  or  a  twenty- 
four  pounder,  their  low  fire  and 
fixed  aim  was  not  a  little  formid- 
able. They  were  fpeedily  manned 
by  the  marine  brigade,  who  were 
equally  eager  to  fecond  the  de- 
figns  of  their  adventurous  com- 
mander, whether  by  land  or  by 
fea.  He  drew  thefe  up  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  flank  the  line  of  bat- 
tering fliips,  which  were  now 
equally  overwhelmed,  by  the  in- 
cefl'ant  diredl  fire  from  the  garri- 
fon, and  by  that  juil  at  hand, 
raking  the  whole  extent  of  their 
line,  from  the  gun -boats.  The 
fcene  was  wrought  up  by  this 
fierce  and  unexpedled  attack  to  the 
highefl:  point  of  calamity.  The 
Spanifh  boats  dared  no  longer  to 
approach  ;  and  were  compelled  to 
the  hard  neceffity  of  abandoning 
their  ftiips  and  friends  to  the 
flames,  or  to  the  mercy  and  hu- 
manity of  a  heated  and  irritated 
enemy.  Several  of  their  boats  and 
launches  had  been  funk  before 
they  fubmitted  to  this  necefiity  ; 
and  one  in  particular  with  four- 
fcore  men  on  board,  who  were  all 
drowned,  excepting  an  officer  and 
twelve  men,  who  having  the  for- 
tune to  float  on  the  wreck  under 
the  walls,  were  taken  up  by  the 
garrifon.  The  day-Hglu  now  ap- 
pearing, two  Spanilh  feluccas, 
which  had  not  cfcaped  with  the 
others,  attempted  to  get  out  of  the 
danger;  but  a  (hot  from  a  gun- 
boat 
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boat  having  killed  feveral  men  on 
board  one  of  them,  they  were  both 
glad  to  lurrender. 

It  fcemed,  that  nothing  could 
have  exceeded  the  horrors  of  the 
night ;  but  the  opening  of  day- 
light difclofed  a  fpedacle  Hill  more 
dreadful.  Numbers  of  men  were 
feen  in  the  midft  of  the  flames, 
crying  out  for  pity  and  help  ; 
others  floating  upon  pieces  of  tim- 
ber, expofed  to  an  equal,  though 
lefs  dreadful  danger,  from  the  op- 
poflte  element.  Ev^en  thofe  in  the 
fhips  where  the  fire  had  yet  made 
a  lefs  progrefs,  exprefled  in  their 
looks,  geftures,  and  words,  the 
deepeft  diilrefs  and  defpair;  and 
were  no  lefs  urgent  in  imploring 
afliftance. 

The  generous  humanity  of  the 
vlftors  now,  at  leaft,  equalled  their 
extraordinary  preceding  exerti- 
ons of  valour  ;  and  was  to  them 
far  m.ore  glorious.  Nor  were  the 
exertions  of  humanity  by  any  means 
attended  with  lefs  danger,  nor 
with  circumllauces  lefs  terrible  in 
the  appearance,  than  thofe  of  ac- 
tive hcilility.  The  honour  and 
danger,  however,  in  this  inflance, 
lay  entirely  with  the  marine  bri- 
gade, and  with  their  intrepid  com- 
mander. The  firing  both  from 
the  garrifon  and  gun-boats  in- 
ilantly  ceafed,  upon  the  lirll  ap- 
pearance of  the  difmal  fpedacle 
prefented  by  the  morning  light ; 
and  every  danger  was  encounter- 
ed, in  the  endeavours  to  refcue 
the  diflrefled  ene.-ny  from  fur- 
rounding  deftfudion.  In  theie  ef- 
forts, the  boats  were  equally  ex- 
pofed to  the  peril  arifmg  from  the 
blowing  up  of  the  fhips,  as  the 
fire  reached  their  magaziaes,  and 
to  the  continual  difcharge,  on  all 
fides*  of  the  artillery,  as  the  guns 


became  to  a  certain  degree  heated. 
It  was  indeed  a  noble  exertion ! 
and  a  more  ftrilcing  inftance  of  the 
ardour  and  boldnefs  with  which  it 
was  fupported,  needs  not  to  be 
given,  than  that  of  an  officer  and 
29  private  men,  all  feverely,  and 
fonie  moll  dreadfully  wounded,  who 
were  dragged  oat  from  among  the 
flain  In  the  holds  of  the  burning 
fhips,  and  moll  of  whom  recovered 
in  the  hofpital  at  Gibraltar. 

In  thefe  extraordinary  efforts  to 
fave  an  enemy  from  perifhing ; 
though  the  moil  aftonifliing  Intre- 
pidity was  fhswn  by  all  the  offi- 
cers and  men,  yet  their  gallant 
commander  was  peculiarly  dillin- 
guiihed  ;  and  his  life  was  repeat- 
edly in  the  mofl  imminent  danger. 
Befides  his  being  the  firft  to  rufh 
on  board  the  burning  vefTels,  and 
to  fet  the  example  of  dragging  with 
his  own  hands  the  terrified  viclims 
from  the  midfl  of  the  flames,  his 
pinnace  being  clofe  to  one  of  the 
largelt  fhips  when  fhe  blew  up, 
the  wreck  was  fpread  all  round  to 
a  vafl  extent,  and  every  objedl  be- 
ing for  a  confiderable  time  buried 
in  a  thick  cloud  of  Imoke,  Gene- 
ral Elliot  and  the  garrifon  fuiFered 
the  moll  poignant  anguifh  and 
diilrefs,  ccnCderirg  the  fate  of 
their  brave  and  generous  friend, 
and  of  his  bold  companions,  as 
inevitable.  Indeed,  their  efcape 
was  little  lefs  than  miraculous, 
though  net  quite  co.Tiplete ;  for 
the  cockfwain  and  fome  of  the 
ciew  were  killed,  others  wounded; 
and  a  large  haie  ftruck,  by  the 
falling  timber,  through  the  bot- 
tom of  the  pinnace  ;  which  was 
only  faved  for  the  inftant  from 
going  to  the  bottom,  by  the  fea- 
men's  fluffing  the  hole  with  their 
jackets,  aad  by  that  hieans  keep- 
ing 
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ing  her  above  water  until  other 
boats  arrived  to  her  airiftance. 
Another  gun-boat  was  funk  at  the 
fame  inftant,  and  a  third  fo  much 
damaged  as  to  be  with  difliculty 
faved.  Something  near  or  about 
400  men  were  faved,  by  thefe 
exertions,  from  inevitable  delbuc- 
tion  ;  and  it  may  be  truely  faid, 
(and  highly  to  the  honour  of  our 
national  charadler)  that  tiie  exer- 
cife  of  humanity  to  an  enemy,  un- 
der fuch  circumftances  of  imme- 
diate adion  and  impending  peril, 
was  never  yet  difplayed  with 
greater  luftre  than  upon  this  occa- 
cafion.  ' 

It  was  highly  fortunate,  that 
much  the  greater  part  of  the  troops 
and  feamen  on  board  the  fhips  had 
been  removed,  before  the  effec- 
tive, and  admirably  direfled  attack 
made  by  Captain  Curtis  with  the 
gun-boats,  could  have  been  at- 
tempted. Numbers,  however,  pe- 
rifhed  ;  and  it  is  fuppofed,  at  a 
very  moderate  eftimate,  that  the 
enemy  could  not  have  loft  lefs 
than  1500  men,  including  the 
prifoners  and  wounded,  in  the  at- 
tack by  fea.  Admiral  Don  Mo- 
reno left  his  flag  flying,  when  he 
abandoned  his  Ihip  in  which  ftate 
it  continued  until  it  was  confum- 
ed  or  blown  up  with  the  vefitl. 
Eight  more  of  the  ihips  blew  up 
fucceflively,  with  dreadful  explo- 
fions  in  the  courfe  of  the  day.  The 
tenth  was  burnt  by  the  Englilh, 
when  they  found  Ihe  could  not  be 
brought  off. 

Jt  docs  not  appear  that  the  Spa- 
nidi  gun  and  mortar- boats  took 
any  great  fhare  in  this  attack. 
They  were  intended  to  flank  the 
Englifli  batteries,  vvhile  they  were 
attacked  dircftly  in  front   by  the 


fliips,  and  to  throw  their  fire  in 
fuch  direiflions,  as  it  was  thought, 
befides  increafing  the  general  con- 
fufion  and  diforder,  would  render 
it  impoflible  for  the  men  to  ftand 
to  their  guns.  It  feems  probable 
that  their  fpirit  of  adventure  funk, 
under  the  dreadful  fire  from  the 
garrifon.  The  Spanifh  accounts 
only  mention,  that  the  rifing  of 
the  wind,  and  a  fvvell  of  the  fea, 
prevented  their  producing  the  ex- 
pefled  effeft.  Only  two  of  the 
bomb  ketches  came  forward ;  but 
thefe  continued  to  throw  fhells 
without  intermiflion  into  the  for- 
trefs,  during  the  whole  day  and 
night  of  the  attack.  Nor  did  th« 
fleet  perform  the  fervices  which 
were  expefted  or  threatened,  by 
making  attacks  on  all  prafticable 
parts  of  the  fortrefs,  and  thereby 
caufmg,  at  leaft,  a  diverfion,  ia 
favour  of  the  battering  fliips.  This 
failure  has  been  attributed  to  aa 
unfavourable  wind. 

The  lofs  fuftained  by  the  ene- 
my, under  the  aftonifliing  fire 
which  the  garrifon  continued  to 
throw  upon  the  ifthmus  during  the 
whole  time  of  attack,  cannot  be 
afcertained  ;  their  own  various  and 
contradidtory  accounts,  being  Co 
evidently  calculated  to  depreciate 
their  lofs  both  by  fea  and  land, 
that  the  lifts  of  killed  and  wound- 
ed ofiicers,  and  of  prifoners,  which 
could  not  be  concealed,  fcemcd 
almofl:  neceflary  to  their  acknow- 
ledging that  any  was  fuftained. 
A  letter  from  a  French  officer, 
dared  on  the  evening  of  the  8th, 
giving  an  account  of  the  attack 
upon  the  works  on  that  day  by  the 
garrifon,  which  was  publiihed  in 
the  foreign  gazettes,  contains  the 
following    pathetic   pafl"age,   which 
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may  afford  fome  idea  of  the  ef- 
fcQ.  produced  by  a  fimilar  or 
greater  fire  on  the  13th  ;  viz. 
•*  The  eye  is  fatigued,  and  the 
•'  heart  rent,  with  the  fight  and 
•'  groans  of  the  dying  and  wound- 
•'  ed,  whom  the  foldiers  are  this 
'*  moment  carrying  away ;  the 
*'  number  makes  a  man  Ihudder  ; 
•*  and  I  am  told,  that  in  other 
•'  parts  of  the  lines,  which  are  not 
*'  within  view  of  my  poll,  the 
«  numbers  are  filll  greater.  For- 
«  tunately  for  my  feelings,  I  have 
"  not,  at  this  initant,  leifure  to 
•'  refleft  much  on  the  ftate  and 
"  condition  of  mankind." 

The  lofs  on  the  fide  of  the  gar- 
rifon  was  lefs  than  could  have 
been  conceived,  and  was  nearly 
confined  to  the  artillery  corps,  and 
to  the  marine  brigade.  A  few 
brave  officers  and  men  loft  their 
lives,  and  a  much  greater  number 
were  wounded.  From  the  9th  of 
Auguft  to  the  17th  of  Odlober, 
the  whole  number  of  non-com- 
milTioned  officers  and  private  men 
ilain,  amounted  to  fixty-five  only  ; 
but  the  wounded  were  no  iefs 
than  388.  Of  commiflioned  offi- 
cers, twelve  were  in  that  time 
wounded,  of  whom  a  captain  and 
a  lieutenant  died.  Nor  was  the 
damage  done  to  the  works  fo  con- 
£derable  as  to  a  fiord  any  room  for 
future  apprehenfion  or  at  all  to 
hold  any  proportion  with  the  vio- 
lence of  the  attacks,  and  the  ex- 
ceflSve  weight  of  fire  they  fuf- 
tained. 

Such  W.13  the  fignal  and  com- 
plete defcnfive  viiSlory,  obtained 
by  a  comparatively  handful  of 
brave  men,  over  the  combined  ef- 
forts and  united  powers,  by  fea 
and  by  land,  of  two  great,  war- 
like,   and     potent    nanoivi,     who 


fparing  no  expence,  labor,  or 
exertion  of  art,  for  the  attainment 
of  a  favourite  objed,  exceeded  all 
former  example,  as  well  in  the 
magnitude,  as  in  the  formidable 
nature  of  their  preparation.  A 
viftory  which  has  fhed  a  fignal 
blaze  of  glory  over  the  whole  gar- 
rifon,  but  which  cannot  fail  par- 
ticularly to  immortalize  the  name 
of  General  Elliot,  and  to  hand 
down  to  pofterity  with  diftinguifli- 
ed  honour  thofe  of  Lieutenant- 
General  Boyd,  and  the  other  prin* 
cipal  officers. 

The  enemy  refled  all  their  hopes 
now,  at  leait  oflenfively,  on  the 
defeat  of  Lord  Howe's  fleet;  or 
at  any  rate,  on  preventing  the 
intended  relief,  and  thereby  re- 
ducing the  unconquered  garrifon 
to  the  neceiTity  of  a  furrender, 
through  the  mere  failure  of  am- 
munition and  provifions.  This 
aflbrdcd  the  only  fubjed  of  confo- 
lation,  and  nothing  feemed  to  be 
fo  ardently  wiihed  for  as  the  arri- 
val of  tlie  Englifh  fleet ;  an  event 
which,  it  was  held  out,  would 
afford  an  happy  opportunity,  for 
converting  all  paft  difgrace  into 
an  augmentation  of  prefent  glory. 

In  the  mean  time.  Lord  Howe 
met  with  much  delay,  through; 
contrary  winds  and  very  unfa-' 
vourable  weather,  on  his  way  to 
Gibraltar ;  which  was  rendered 
exceedingly  irkfome,  by  the  an- 
xiety and  apprehenfions  that  pre- 
vailed relative  to  the  fituation  of 
things  at  that  fortrefs,  under  a 
knowledge  of  the  menaced  attack. 
It  was  not  until  the  fleet  had  ar- 
rived near  the  fcene  of  aftion,  that 
this  doubt  and  apprehenfion  were 
removed,  by  intelligence  received 
from  the  coaft  of  Portugal,  of  the 
total  difcomfiture  of  the  combined 
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forces,  in  their  grand  afTault  upon 
that  place.  Advice  was  alfo  re- 
ceived that  the  united  fleets,  in- 
ftead  of  waiting,  as  was  expefted, 
to  encounter  the  Britilh  force,  off 
Cape  St.  Mary,  (a  fituation  which 
would  have  prefented  a  fair  fccne 
for  general  action  on  all  fides)  had 
taken  their  llation  in  the  Bay  of 
Gibraltar,  as  a  meafure  for  prevent- 
ing the  intended  fupply. 

Ac  this  critical  point  of  time,  a 
violent  gale  of  wind  in  the  Straits, 
threw  the  combined  fleets  at  Al- 
geziras  into  the  greateft  difor- 
der,  and  expofed  them  to  no  fmall 
danger.  This  happened  on  the 
night  of  the  i  oth  of  Odober,  and 
during  the  courfe  of  the  Itorm, 
much  damage  was  done.  One  fliip 
of  the  line  was  driven  afhore  near 
Algeziras ;  two  more  were  driven 
to  the  eaftward  into  the  Mediter- 
ranean ;  others  loft  mafts  or  bow- 
fprits  ;  and  many  fufFered  more  or 
iefs  damage.  The  St.  Michael, 
a  fine  Spanifli  ftiip  of  72  guns, 
was  driven  acrofs  the  bay,  under 
the  works  of  Gibraltar  ;  where  the 
£re  of  the  batteries  increafing  the 
terror  and  confufion  on  board,  flie 
run  aground,  and  was  taken  by 
the  boats  of  the  garrlfon  ;  her  com- 
mander. Admiral  Don  Juan  Mo- 
reno, with  650  feamen  and  fol- 
diers,  became  prifoners  of  war. 
The  enemy,  upon  difcovering  the 
fate  of  the  St.  Michael,  began, 
and  continued  for  feveral  days,  a 
moft  furious  fire  upon  the  fortrefs, 
throwing  at  the  fame  time  an  in- 
finite number  of  fliells  at  the  St. 
Michael,  in  the  hope  of  dcftroy- 
ing  her  as  (he  lay  alhore.  This 
fire,  however,  produced  no  other 
efi'ed,  than  fome  fmall  lofi  of 
men,  and  much  trouble  to  iliofe 
who  were  employed  in  geitine  oft' 
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the  St.  Michael ;  which  was,  how- 
ever, done  in  three  or  four  days* 
without  any  other  damage  to  the 
fhip  than  what  flie  received  front 
the  ftorm  or  the  ground ;  and  that> 
excepting  the  lois  of  a  maft,  was 
in  no  degree  effential. 

On  the  morning  that  q.-,  , 
fucceeded  the  Itorm, 
the  Britifli  fleet  (which  had  felt 
it,  but  without  lofs  or  damage) 
entered  the  fl;raits  mouth,  in  a 
clofe  line  of  battle  a-head ;  and 
about  an  hour  after  m.idnight,  the 
van  arriving  off  the  Bay  of  Gib- 
raltar, a  moft  favourable  opportu- 
nity was  afforded  to  the  Itore-fliips 
of  reaching  their  dcftined  ancho- 
rage, without  any  molellation  from 
the  enemy  ;  but  through  fome  in- 
attention of  the  captains  to  the 
peculiar  circumftances  of  the  na- 
vigation laid  down  in  their  in- 
ftrudions,  only  four  of  the  thirty- 
one  fail  which  accompanied  the 
fleet  effecled  their  purpofe.  The 
reft,  having  miffed  the  bay,  were 
driven  through  the  ftraits  into  the 
Mediterranean  during  the  night, 
and  were  no  fmall  encumbrance  to 
the  fleet  in  its  fubfequent  opera- 
tions. 

While  Lord  Howe  was  colleiS- 
ing  his  convoy  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean, and  preparing  to  efco/t  them 
back  to  the  rock,  the  enemy  were 
under  no  fmall  anxiety  for  the 
fafety  of  the  two  line  of  battle 
fliips,  which  had  been  driven  from 
Algczlras  out  of  the  ftraits  on  the 
night  of  the  ftorm.  To  recover 
thefe,  and  in  the  hope  of  inter- 
cepting, or  preventing  the  return 
of  the  ftore-Ihips,  the  combined 
fleets  failed  from  Algeairas  on  the 
13th,  their  force  being  now  lef- 
fened,  by  three  difabled  ftiips 
which  they  were  obliged  to  leave 
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behind,  by  the  St.  Michael,  taken, 
and  by  the  abfencc  cf  two  others. 

The  Britilh  fleet  was  a-breaft  of 
Fungarola,  a  large  port  town  ly- 
ing between  Malaga  and  Gibral- 
tar, when  advice  was  received  of 
the  approach  of  the  enemy.  Upon 
this  intelligence,  while  the  fleet 
was  clofing,  and  forming  a  line  of 
battle,  the  Buffalo,  of  60  guns, 
was  difpatched  with  thofe  flore-lhips 
which  had  yet  been  collefted,  to 
the  Zafarine  iflands,  which  lie 
upon  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  about 
fixty  leagues  above  Gibraltar. 
The  Panther,  of  the  fame  force, 
being  left  in  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar, 
for  the  protection,  as  they  arrived, 
of  the  ftore-lhips.  Lord  Howe's  force 
now  only  amounted  to  thirty- two 
fail  of  the  line. 

About  fun-fet,  the  enemy  were 
defcried  in  great  force,  at  about 
fix  leagues  diftance,  in  line  of 
battle,  with  a  flrong  wind  full  in 
their  favour,  and  bearing  direftly 
down  upon  the  Englifli  fleet.  They 
amounted  in  number  to  fixty-four 
fail,  of  which  forty  -  nine  were 
fquare  -  rigged,  and  about  forty- 
two  feemed  to  be  of  the  line,  in- 
cluding feveral  very  large  three 
deckers.  About  nine  o'clock, 
advice  was  received  from  the  ad- 
vanced frigates,  that  the  enemy 
had  hauled  their  wind  and  bore 
up ;  and  at  two  in  the  morning, 
that  they  had  tacked.  By  day- 
light, they  were  perceived  clofe  in 
with  the  land,  and  at  fuch  a  diftance 
as  not  to  be  vifible  from  the  deck. 
It  would  feem,  that  during  that 
time  they  had  recovered  the  two 
miffing  fhips. 

It  was  difcovered  in  the  morn- 
ing, tiiat  feveral  of  the  tranfports 
had  not  gone  with  the  Buffalo  on 
the  preceding  evening,  and  that  fe- 


veral others  had  joined  the  fleet 
in  the  night.  Upon  this  account, 
the  wind  happening  to  become  fa- 
vourable, the  fleet  proceeded  in 
order  of  battle  towards  the  mouth 
of  the  Itraits,  and  pafied  eighteen 
of  the  convoy  fafe  to  Gibraltar 
Bay.  By  the  iSth  the  veffels  un- 
der the  convoy  of  the  Buffalo  hav- 
ing rejoined  the  fleet,  were  fent 
into  Gibraltar;  two  regiments, 
which  were  on  board  the  fliips  of 
war  and  frigates,  were  likewife 
landed ;  and  a  fcarcity  of  ammu- 
nition in  the  garrifon,  which  feems 
not  to  have  been  provided  for,  was 
remedied  by  Lord  Howe's  fending 
in  a  fapply  of  1500  barrels  of  pow- 
der from  the  fleet. 

During  the  performance  of  thefe 
efllential  fervices,  the  combined 
fleets  of  the  enemy  never  once 
came  in  fight ;  but  at  the  break  of 
day,  on  the  igth,  the  Britifli  fleet 
being  then  in  the  entrance  of  the 
gut,  and  enclofed  betv.'een  the  op- 
pofite  points  of  Europa  and  Ceuta, 
they  appeared,  at  no  great  dif- 
tance, to  the  north-eaft.  The 
Britilh  commander  faw  that  it 
would  be  the  highefl:  imprudence 
and  raflinefs  to  hazard  an  adtion 
in  the  gut.  There  was  not  fuffi- 
cient  room  for  forming  the  line  of 
batde ;  much  lefs  for  the  evolu- 
tions which  might  be  neceffary  in 
the  courfe  of  an  engagement.  The 
danger  arifing  in  fuch  circum- 
ftances  from  the  vicinity  of  the 
enemy's  coalts,  was  noc  an  objeft 
cf  lefs  confideration  than  their  fu- 
periority  in  number  and  force. 
The  wind  blew  full  from  the  Me- 
diterranean, and  was  of  courfe  en- 
tirely in  their  favour ;  and,  be- 
fides  all  the  advantages  to  be  de- 
rived from  friendly  fliores,  and 
fucii  a  perfect  knowledge  of  them 
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and  of  the  currents,  as  to  be  able  " 
to  evade,  or  to  convert  into  bene- 
fits all  the  dangers  of  the  ftraits, 
they  had,  in  cafe  of  particular  da- 
mage, or  general  misfortune,  ex- 
cellent ports  at  hand  on  all  fides 
for  their  relief  or  protetfliou ;  while 
the  Englifh  ihips,  in  cafe  of  any 
confiderable  damage,  which  was  a 
confeqiience  to  be  confidered  as 
unavoidable  with  refpccl  to  fome 
or  other,  had  no  friendly  port  to 
retire  to  for  reliefer  llieltcr. 
.^j^        ,  In      thefe      circum- 

ua.  2otii.     ^^^^^^^     Lord     Howe 

repaired  the  Itraits  into  the  Atlan* 
tic,  and  was  followed  by  the  ene- 
my. On  the  following  morning, 
they  were  perceived,  at  about  five 
leagues  dillance  to  windward.  The 
EngliOi  fleet  formed  in  order  of 
battle  to  leeward,  to  receive  them  ; 
and  the  enemy  had  it  in  their  pow- 
er, during  the  greater  part  of  the 
day,  to  have  chofen  their  time  of 
adtion  as  well  as  their  diftance. 
At  fun-fet,  they  began  a  canno- 
nade en  the  van  and  rear  of  the 
Britifii  fleet ;  but  generally  at  fuch 
a  diftance  as  to  produce  little  ef- 
fect; the  fire  being  occafionally 
returned  by  different  fhips  as  they^ 
:ii  times  approached  within  reach. 
This  firing  was  held  in  fuch  con- 
tempt by  Lord  Howe,  that  he  did 
not  return  a  Angle  fhot  from  his 
own  fliip,  the  Vidlory,  although 
ftie  was  fired  at  by  feveral,  and  at 
one  time  by  three  Ihips. 

The  enemy,  however,  perceiv- 
ing a  part  of  the  rear  a  good  deal 
feparaied  from  the  reft,  made  a 
bolder  attempt  upon  that  divifion. 
The  French  and  Spanifh  admirals, 
M.  de  Guichen,  and  Don  Cordo- 
va, led  the  attack  upon  the  fepa- 


rated  fhips,  which,  referving  them- 
felves  till  they  were  within  a  near 
diftance,  threw  in  fo  well-timed, 
fo  heavy,  and  fo  admirably  direft- 
ed  a  fire  upon  them,  and  this  was 
fupported  with  fuch  fpirit  and  ef- 
feft,  that  the  enemy  were  foon 
thrown  into  evident  confufion,  and 
their  leading  fhips  fufTered  fome 
confiderable  apparent  damage. 
Don  Cordova,  in  particular,  was 
thrown  all  a-back ;  and  the  enemy 
hauling  their  wind,  gave  up  the 
objedl:  entirely ;  the  cannonade 
ended  about  ten  o'clock,  and  the 
combined  fleets  being  at  a  confi- 
derable diftance  in  the  morning, 
and,  to  appearance,  on  their  re- 
turn to  Cadiz,  Lord  Hove  pro- 
ceeded on  his  way  to  England. 

This    diftant  fire,   as   ufaal,  and 
as    all    that    was    intended   by   it, 
excepting  merely  to  fave   appear- 
ances, did  a  good   deal  of  damage 
to  the  yards  and  rigging  of  feveral 
of  the    Englifli    fhips,    fo    that    if 
Lord  Howe  had   even   been  difpof- 
ed   to    purfue    the  enemy   on    the 
following    morning,   he   could   not 
have  fo  done  ;  but  that,  undoubt- 
edly,  neither    was,   nor    ought    to 
^have  been  any  part  of  his   object. 
The    meafure    of    mere    fighting, 
without    any   adequate    objedl     in 
view,  can  never  be  adopted  by  aj^y 
wife  commander,  either  l>y  fea  or 
by  land.     The  great  fervice  of  re- 
lieving   Gibralter  was,  in  the  face 
of  all    Europe,   moft    happily    and 
glorioufly    performed,    under    fuch 
circumftances      of     inferiority     in 
force,  as    not    only    fully    to    fup- 
port,  but  highly  to  exalt,  our  na- 
val renown,  and  the  honour  of  the 
Britifh     flag.       It     was     evident, 
through    the  whole   courfe   of  the 
proceed' 
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proceedings,  that  the  combined 
enemy,  with  fo  great  a  fuperio- 
lity  as  they  poffelTed,  had  not,  at 
any  time,  the  fmalleft  intention 
of  hazarding  a  general  aftion ; 
however  willing  they  might  be  to 
lifque  fome  lofs  in  order  to  main- 
tain that  appearance,  and  how- 
ever watchful  they  were  to  profit 
of  any  advantage  that  might  be 
afforded.     The    Britifh    comman- 


der, befides,  had  other  importarvl: 
fervices  Hill  to  provide  for.  He 
detached  eight  fhips  of  the  line 
to  the  Weft-Indies,  and  fix  to  the 
coalls  of  Ireland,  on  his  way  home  ; 
neither  of  which,  or  at  leall  the 
former,  could  probably  have  been 
done,  if  a  forced  adion,  (and 
which  from  its  nature  could  not  be 
decifive)  had  taken  place. 
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JANUARY. 

fetetjburgh,  Dec.  28,  1 781. 

IN  confequence  of  the  reTolution 
of  the  Kmprefs,  our  auguft  So- 
vereign, refpefting  the  augmen- 
tation of  her  marine,  orders  have 
been  iffued  for  building  12  fhips 
of  the  line  at  Cherfon,  and  eight 
others,  three-deckers,  here;  by 
this  arrangement,  our  marine  will 
amount  to  42  fhips  of  the  line  for 
the  Baltic,  and  12  of  the  line  for 
the  Black  Sea,  exxlufive  of  fri- 
gates, gallies,  bomb-veffels,  and 
other  armed  Ihips, 

Dantzig,  Jan.  I,  1 782.  The 
total  number  of  veffels  arrived 
here  during  the  year  1781,  is  502, 
among  which  not  one  under 
Dutch  colours  ;  and  the  number  of 
thofe  which  have  failed  from  this 
port  during  the  fame  period,  is 
549  ;  among  the  former  42  came 
from  Holland,  and  among  the  lat- 
ter 30  were  deftined  ibr  that  R.e- 
public. 

Moft  of  theDantzig  veflels  have 
been  employed  in  carrying  fiiip- 
building  timber  to  England,  and 
have  had  very  high  freights  ;  but 
as  all  the  neutral  powers  are  at  this 
time  building  trading  vefTeJs,  it  is 
thought  the  freights  will  be  lower 
this  year  than    laft. 

During  lalt  year,  there  hayc 
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only  arrived  here  from  Poland 
4067  lafts  of  wi'.eat,  and  5600  iafts 
of  rye,  which  is  very  different  from 
former  years,  when  the  average 
importation  of  thofe  grains  ufed 
to  be  40,000  lafts.  We  have  at 
prefenc,  in  our  warehcufes,  about 
5000  lafts  of  corn,  and  3500  lafts 
of  rye. 

Oar  trade,  in  general,  is  much 
diminifhed  ;  and  if  our  navigation, 
and  the  fale  of  fhip-building  tim- 
ber, did  not  bring  us  fome  ad- 
vantages, many  here  would  be  in 
adlual  want. 

The  fleet  commanded  by- 
Don  Louis  de  Cordova,  con- 
fifting  of  40  fhips  of  the  line,  9  fri- 
gates, with  70  tranfporcs,  having 
4000  troops  on  board,  failed  from 
Cadiz  on  a  fecret  expedition. 

Milan,  18th.  We  have  received 
here  the  ordinances  of  the  Emperor, 
for  the  fupprcfiion  of  fome  religi- 
ous orders  of  both  fexes,  the  indi- 
viduals of  which  lead  a  mere  con- 
templative life,  without  being  of 
aiy  fcrvice  to  the  public. 

,  The  Vienna   Gazette  of 

-^     '    this  day's  date  contain^  the 
following  notification  : 

**  Notice  is  hereby  given  to  all 
thofe  who  have  hitherto  kept  out 
of  their  country  on  account  of  the 
religion  they  profefs,  that  his 
Majeftv  pardons  them,  on  condi- 
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tjon  that  they  return  in  the  courfe 
of  the  year  1782,  promifing  that 
they  fliail  enjoy  the  Tame  benefits 
as  thoib  who,  on  account  of  rel'gion, 
hai!  qci:ced  the  place  of  their  birth, 
'and  '..axen  up  their  abode  in  other 
provinces  belonging  to  his  faid 
Majelly." 

,  The  Marquis  Fayette  and 

Vifcount  Noaille  arrived  at 
Paris  from  their  llations  in  North 
America. 

Si',  James's,  25th.  The  Baron 
de  Kutzleben  had  a  private  audi- 
ence of  his  Majefty,  to  deliver  a 
new  letter  of -credence,  giving  him 
the  charaftcr  of  Minifter  Plenipo- 
tentiary from  his  Serene  Highnefs 
the  Landgrave  of  Hefie  CafTel. — 
He  had  afterwards  a  private  audi- 
ence of  her  Majefty. 

Came  on  in  the  court  of  king's 
bench,  the  important  queftion  be- 
tween the  captors  of  the  iiland  of 
St.  Euftatius  and  the  BritiHi  claim- 
ants of  property  in  that  iiland. 
Whether  their  claims  fhould  be 
determined  in  the  court  of  admi- 
ralty, or  whether  the  court  of 
king's  bench  ihould  prohibit  that 
jurifdidtion  from  proceeding  in  the 
luits  inftltuted  in  the  admiralty, 
and  leave  the  claimants  to  purfue 
their  remedy  againft  Sir  G.  Rod- 
ney and  Gen.  Vaughan  in  the 
courts  of  common  law  ?  This  qi'ef- 
tion  drew  the  attention  of  the  firft 
gentlemen  of  the  profeiTion  of  the 
law,  and  was  maintained  with  equal 
ability  on  bo'h  fides  ;  but  was  at 
length  determined  in  favour  of  the. 
admiralty  courts  by  Ea-l  Mans- 
field. His  LordQiip  fald,  that 
the  Engiifli  language  could  not 
(late  in  clearer  terms  than  the  legif- 
lature  faid  and  underftood,  that 
the  juafdiclion  was  ia  the  ad- 
miralty. 
9 
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A  cartel  Ihip,  with  ■^d6 
French  prifoners  on  board, 
part  of  the  regiments  of  Aqui- 
taine  and  Soiflbiis,  which  were 
taken  by  Admiral  Kempenfelt,  in 
clearing  Mount  Batten,  in  Ply- 
mouth Road,  fell  to  leeward,  mif- 
fed Hays,  and  drove  upon  the  reef 
of  rocks  at  the  eaft  end  of  it. 
The  poor  unfortunate  prifoners, 
who  were  but  a  minute  before 
huzzaing  in  the  highelt  fpirits, 
were  now  funk  in  the  deepelfc 
dillrefs  ;  many  of  them  wringing 
their  hands  as  if  on  the  point  of 
perifhing.  Some  that  could  fwim 
reached  the  boats  that  had  put  ofF 
to  their  afiiflancc.  Six  boys  got 
out  the  yaul,  and  attempted  to 
reach  the  fliore,  but  were  dafhed 
againft  a  rock,  and  the  boat  in- 
ftantly  fiaved  ;  the  next  wave  that 
fucceeded  call  the  lads  on  the 
fhore,  who  found  means  to  crawl 
up  the  rocks,  and  were  faved. 
A  cutter  that  attended  the  cartel 
got  cut  all  the  boats,  and,  with, 
the  affiftance  that  inftantly  came 
from  the  (here,  took  almofl  every 
man  on  board,  not  more  than  two 
or  three  being  miffing,  who  it  was 
fuppofed  in  the  hurry  had  flipped 
between  the  boats. 

The  long  pending  and 
important  raiifc  between 
Mr,  Bifney  i?"'fytche  an:!  the  Bi- 
fbop  of  London  had  a  dt-cifive 
hearing  before  Lord  Loughbo- 
rough, who  pronounced  the  deci- 
fion  in  favour  of  Mr.  Fytche  ; 
laying  it  down  as  a  principle  not 
only  afFefting  the  iffuc  of  this  par- 
ticular cafe,  but  of  general  ope- 
ration-—a  doflrine  founded  on  the 
immoveable  bafis  of  the  law  of  the 
land  —  *'  That  bonds  of  general 
refignation  were  not  illegal,  and 
that  of  courfe  a  bifliop  could  not 
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rcfufe,  on  this  plea,  the  inllitu- 
tion  into  a  benefice  of  any  clerk 
properly  prefented  by  the  patron." 
-     „  An  American  Ihip  arrived 

'  *  at  Ollend  reports,  that  con- 
grefs  took  a  refolution,  towards  the 
end  of  November  laft,  to  forbid 
the  importation  of  all  goo^s  and 
merchandizes  of  the  growth  or 
manufadure  of  Great  Britain  and 
its  dependencies,  on  pain  of  con- 
fifcation  in  cafe  fuch  goods  and 
efFeds  are  found  in  their  domi- 
nions, or  within  three  leagues  of 
the  coaft,  and  being  intended  for 
that  country,  except  they  are 
taken  in  prizes,  and  lawfully  con- 
demned. This  important  refolu- 
tion is  to.  take  place  the  ill  of 
May,  178Z. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  livery  of 
the  city  of  London,  in  common- 
hall  aflembled,  this  day,  the  right 
honourable  the  lord  mayor  re- 
ported the  anfwer  given  by  his 
majelly  to  the  IherifFs  of  this  city, 
refpedling  the  prefenting  the  ad- 
drefs,  remonftrance,  and  petition, 
agreed  to  at  the  laft  common-hall; 
alio  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Hert- 
ford, addrelTed  to  him,  and  his 
lordfhip's  anfwer  to  the  faid  letter. 

Refolved, -That  the  thanks  of 
this  common-hall  be  given  to  the 
lord  mayor,  for  the  fpirit  and 
propriety  of  his  condud  on  this 
occaiion. 

Refolved,  That  whoever  ad- 
vifed  the  king  to  deviate  from  the 
accuftomed  mode,  admitted  by  his 
majefty,  of  receiving  the  livery 
ot  London,  fitting  on  his  throne, 
is  an  enemy  to  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges of  the  citizens  of  this  great 
capital  of  the  Britilh  empire. 

Refolved,  That  the  unequal  re- 
prcfentation  of  the  people,  the 
corrupt   Hate    of  parliament,    and 


the  perverfion  thereof  from  its 
original  inftituticn,  have  been  the 
principal  caufes  of  the  unjuft  war 
with  America,  of  the  con(equent 
difmemiserment  oftheEritifh  em- 
pire, and  of  every  grievance  of 
which  we  complain. 

Refolved,  That  thefe  grievances 
can  never  be  removed,  until  the 
right  of  the  people  to  their  con- 
ftitutional  Ihare  in  the  Engiifh 
government  fhall  be  re-ellabliihed, 
by  a  fair  and  equal  reprefentatioa 
in  parliament,  and  a  frequent 
eleftion  of  their  reprefentatives,  ac- 
cording to  ancient  ufage. 

Refolved,  That  for  the  purpofe 
of  obtaining  a  reitoration  of  thefe 
rights,  a  committee  of  the  livery 
of  London  be  appointed. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee 
appointed  the  loth  of  February, 
1780,  by  the  common  council  of 
this  city,  to  correfpond  and  con- 
fer with  the  committees  of  other 
counties,  &c.  proved  themfelves 
firm  friends  to  the  people. 

Refolved,  That  the  following; 
gentlemen  be  the  committee  of  the 
livery  of  London  now  appointed, 
to  correfpond  with  the  committees 
of  the  feveral  counties,  cities.  Sec. 
of  the  kingdom,  viz.  Wm.  Plo- 
mer,  Efq.  Lord  Mayor,  Brafs 
Crofby,  Efq.  Fred.  Bull,  Efq.  J. 
Townfhend,  Elq.  John  Wilkes, 
Efq.  John  Sawbridge,  Efq.  Sir 
Watkin  Lewes,  Nath.  Newnham, 
Efq.  Tho.  Sainfoury,  Efq.  VVm. 
Crichton,  Efq.  Barnard  Turner, 
Efq.  Mr.  Wm.  Hurford,  Samuel 
Vaughan,  Efq.  Tho.  Scott,  Efq. 
Wm.  Pickett,  Efq.  Jofiah  Dorn- 
ford,  Efq.  Mr.  Samuel  T.horp, 
Pvlr.  John  Pinhorn,  Mr.  John 
Withers,  Mr.  George  Bodley, 
Mr.  Tho.  Skinner,  Mr.  (jtorge 
Bellas,  Mr.  A.  Facer  Kemp,  Mr. 
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James  Sharp,  Edward  Howfe,  Efq. 
Mr.  Cha.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wm.  Pref- 
ton,  John  Jacobs,  Efq.  Mr.  Ro- 
bert Holder,  Mr.  Laurence  Hoi- 
ker,  Mr.  Dep.  Lake  Young,  Mr. 
Wm.  Denham,  jun.  Mr.  Dep. 
Jeremiah  Percy,  Mr.  Wm.  An- 
Iderfon,  Mr  Nicholas  Forfter,  and 
Mr.  Wm.  Falkener. 

Refolved.  That  the  faid  com- 
mittee do  take  the  molt  cfFedual 
methods  for  obtaining  a  more 
equal  reprefentation  of  the  people 
in  parliament,  and  a  frequent 
eleflion  of  the  reprefentatives,  ac- 
cording to  ancient  ufage,  and  for 
thefe  purpofes  do  confer  and  cor- 
refpond  with  other  committees 
throu^^hout  the  kingdom. 

Refolved,  That  the  common- 
council  of  this  city  be  requeued  to 
grant  the  ufe  of  the  new  common- 
council  room  to  the  faid  com- 
mittee, for  the  purpofe  of  their 
occafional  meeting  therein  ;  and 
that  the  lord  mayor  be  defired  to 
communicate  this  requeft  to  the 
common-council  at  their  firft  meet- 
ing. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  com- 
mittee be  direded  to  meet  in 
Guildhall  for  their  deliberations, 
and  that  Mr.  town  clerk  do  at- 
tend them. 

The  lord  mayor  having  pre- 
fcrted  a  paper,  which  his  Icrd- 
ftiip  informed  the  meeting  had 
been  delivered  to  him  this  morn- 
ing, purporting  to  be  a  proteft 
againft  the  legality  of  this  meet- 
ing, the  fame  was  read ;  and  a 
motion  being  made,  and  queltion 
being  put,  that  the  fame  be  en- 
tered in  the  records  oi  this  city,  it 
pafled  in  the  negative. 

Refolved,    Tuat    the    thanks   of 

this  common-hall  be  given  to  the 

,  right  honourable  tlie   lord   mayor. 


for  fo  readily  complying  with  the 
requeit  of  ihe  livery,  in  calling  this 
meeting,  and  for  his  impartial 
conduft  during  the  courfe  of  the 
whole  bufmefs. 

R  I  X. 
Feh,  I.  The  following  proteft, 
relative  to  the  com  men -hall,  held 
yefterday,  was  previoufly  delivered 
to  the  Inrd  mayor  at  the  manficn- 
houfe  by  the  gentlemen  whofe  names 
are  fubfcribed  : 

Tc  the  Right  Hon.  William  Plomer, 
Efq.  Lord  Mayor. 
"  My  Lord, 

"  At  a  numerous  and  refpeft- 
able  meeting  of  the  livery,  held 
the  29th  of  January,  1782,  at  the 
Half  Moon  U'avern,  in  Cheapfide, 
for  the  purpofe  of  confidering  the 
propriety  of  a  common-hall,  con- 
vened by  your  lordfhip's  precepts, 
to  be  holden  on  Thurfday  next, 
'  For  the  purpofe  of  receiving  the 
report  of  the  gentlemen  appointed 
to  deliver  the  addrefs,  remon- 
ftrance,  and  petition,  to  his  ma- 
jelty,  agreed  upon  at  the  lall  com- 
mon hall,  and  to  confider  what 
farther  fteps  are  neceflary  to  be 
taken,  on  the  prefent  alarming 
and  critical  fituatioa  of  this  king- 
dom :' 

"  It  was  the  unanimous  opi- 
nion of  the  Jivery  prefent.  That 
the  purpofes  for  whiv:!i  the  faid 
common-hall  is  directed  to  be 
called,  are  nor  legal,  and  do  not 
concern  this  city  in  its  corporate 
capacity  : 

"  That  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  draw  up  and  deliver  a 
protell  to  your  lordfhip  againft  the 
meeting  or  afiembling  of  fuch  a 
common-hall ;  and  that  the  faid 
committee  do  requeft  that  fuch 
proteft  may  be  read  at  the  holdiiig 
of  the  faid  common-hall,  and  en- 
tered 
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tered  of  record  in  the  city  books. 

"  And  a  committee  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

"  rtierefore  we  the  f^id  com- 
mittee, and  vvhofe  names  are  neie- 
umo  (uiMcribed,  do,  in  purfiance 
of  che  above  authority,  accord- 
ingly protell  to  your  luifllhip  a- 
gaiiilt  the  tioidi:  g  of  the  iaid  iu- 
toded  common- hall,  for  the  rea- 
fpns  be. 'ore    mentioned. 

"  And  in  cafe  your  lordlhip 
(hall,  notwithftanding,  think  fit 
to  hold  the  faid  common-hali,  we 
humbly  requell:  that  your  lordlhip 
will  permit,  and  order  the  above 
proce  dings,  and  this  'protell,  to 
be  read  on  the  hulHngs,  at  the 
time  of  the  holding  of  the  faid 
common -hall,  and  to  be  entered 
on  record  on  the  city  books.  We 
are,  my  lord,  your  lordthip's  molt 
obedient  humi-le  fervant^, 

Gabriel  Lcekey,  Skhiner. 

John   Merry,    Draper. 

Thomas  Wellings,  Nejdlc-maker. 

Thomas   Tomlins,    Sa-ivener. 

Thomas  Evans,  Armourer  and 
Brazier. ' ' 

Died,  At  Stetin,  Duke  Au- 
guftus  William  of  Bruufwick  Lu- 
nenburg Bevern.  All  his  pofTef- 
iions,  which  were  very  confider 
rable,  devolve  to  his  brother  Duke 
Charles,  the  only  remaining  branch 
of  Bevern. 

At  Darlington,  in  the  bilhop- 
rick  of  Durnam,  J  Nicholls,  a 
labouring  man,  aged  105. 


FEBRUARY. 

-^         At  the  court  at  St.  James's, 
prefent   the  king's  molt  excel- 
i«nt  majcily  in  council. 


SHERIFFS      appointed     by     his 

majelty  in  council   for  the  year 

lySz,   viz. 
Berklhire.     Poftponed. 
Bcdfordlliire.       Kobert    Thornton, 

of  Moggerhanger,    I'fq. 
Bucks.     Jofeph  Jacques,  of  Tick- 

for>l    park,    Eiq. 
Cumberland.  W.  Dacre,  of  Kirk- 

liiigron,    Kfq. 
Chelhire,     Sir    P.    Warburton,    of 

Warbiirton,     Bart. 
Camb.    &    Hunt.     Henry    Poynter 

Standly,   of  Little  Paxton,   Efq. 
CArnwall.     Johu  Coryton,  of  Cro- 

cadon,    Efq. 
Devonlhire.     Sir    John    W.    Pole, 

of  Sauce,   Ca't. 
Dorfetfhire.       W.      Churchill,    of 

Henbury,   Efq. 
Derbyfiiire.        Richard      Loe,     of 

Lockoe,  Efq. 
EfTex.     Wm.  Dalby,  ofWaltham- 

ftow,    Efq. 
Gloucellerftiire.         Charles     Hay- 
ward,  of  Quedgley,  Efq. 
Hertfordfhire.      John     Michie,    of 

North  r.Iimms,   Efq. 
Hereftjrdfhire.      Francis  Wm.  Tho. 

Bridges,  of  Tibberton,  Eft^ 
Kent.       Samuel   Boys,    of  Hawk- 

hurft,  Efq. 
Leiccfterfhire.     Sir   John    Palmer, 

of  Carlton  Curlieu,  Bart. 
Lincolnlliiie.     William  Pcnnyman, 

ot  l.irtle  Ponton,  Efq. 
Monniouthlbire.     Potlponed. 
Northumberland.      Calvcrley    Be- 

wicke,   of  Clofe  Houfe,   El>}. 
Northamp'on.'hire.       Henry     Saw- 
bridge,   of  Daventry,  Efq. 
Norfolk.     Henrv  Lee    Waraer,  of 

Walfingh.^m,  Eiq. 
Nottinghamlhire,         John     Litch- 
field,  ot    Man-field,   Efq. 
Oxfordfhire,       Wm.     Phillips,  of 

Culham,  Efq. 

[^]  3  R^t- 


19S]      ANNUAL   REGISTER,    1782. 


Rutlandfhire.        Tob.     Hlppefley, 
of    Hambledon,    Efq. 

ShropQiire.     Cha.  Walcot,  of  Bit- 
teriey,  Efq. 

Somerictniire.     James   Ireland,   of 
Brlflington,   Efq. 

StafFordlliire.     Charles    Toilet,   of 
Betley,    Efq. 

SufFolk.      William   Middleton,    of 
Crovvfield,  Efq. 

Southampton,     William     Shirreff, 
of  Old  Alresford,  Efq. 

Surrey.      Abraham      Pitches,      of 
Streatham,   Efq. 

Suflex.      William    Frankland,     of 
Muntham,   Efq. 

Warwickfhire.     Rowland     Farmer 
Oakover,   of  Oldbury,  Efq. 

Worcefterlhire.      Jofeph    Berwick, 
of  Worcefler,   Efq. 

Wiltfhire.       William    Bowles,    of 
Hele,   Efq. 

Yorklhire.     Sir   John   Ingilby,  of 
Ripley,     Bart. 

South  Wales.  Brecon.    Jolhua  Mor- 
gan, of  Lanelly,    Efq. 

Carmarthen.     J.  Morgan,  of  Car- 
marthen, Efq. 

Cardigan.     Herb.  Evans,  of  Low- 
Mead,  Efq. 

Glamorgan.        Thomas      Manfell 
Talbot,    of  Margam,    Efq. 

Pembroke.     Vaughan  Thomas,  of    from  Lilbon,  advice  is  received  of 
Forty,   Efq.  the  Spanifli  fleet,  confifting   of  30 

Radnor.  Thomas  Beavan,  of  Skun-     line    of   battle   fliips,    and   feveral 
lafs,    Efq.  frigates,  being    cruizing  off  Cape 

North  Wales.     Arglefey.     Morgan     St.    Vincent's.     The    packet,    on 
Jones,  of  Skerries,  Efq.  her  paflage,  fell  in  with  a   Fortu- 

Carnarvon.     Richard    Pennant,  of    gueze   fhip,   which   had    been    de- 


They  cafe  of  Hevey,  tried  latl 
feflions  at  the  Old  Bailey  for  for- 
gery, and  under  a  fpecial  verdidt, 
was  referved  for  the  determination 
of  the  twelve  judges,  has  been 
brought  before  them,  and  the  law 
finally  fettled  on  that  fubjeft. — 
The  cafe  was  fummarily  this ;  he 
uttered  a  bill  of  exchange,  in- 
dorfed  "  B.  Macarty,"  and  faid 
that  his  name  was  M'Carty,  and 
that  the  indorfement  was  in  his 
own  hand-writing.  On  the  trial 
it  was  proved,  and  the  jury  found, 
that  the  indorfement  was  not  the 
hand-writing  of  Hevey,  but  of 
M'Carty;  it  followed  of  courfe 
that  the  indorfement  was  not 
forged  :  the  difficulty  therefore  was, 
whether,  by  having  pcrfonated  the 
indorfer,  he  had  brought  himfelf 
within  the  Ilatute  againll  forgery. 
The  judges  have  determined  in 
the  negative,  fo  that  the  man's 
life  is  fafe;  but  he  remains  to  be 
tried  for  a  confpiracy,  in  having 
fet  up,  in  conjunftion  with  divers 
others,  pretended  banking-houfes 
in  Bath  and  London,  with  an  in- 
tention to  defraud. 

,         By    the   Hampden   packet- 
^    *  boat,   arrived     at     Falmouth 


Penrhyn,   Efq. 
Deabigh.    The   Hon.  Cha,  Finch, 

of  Voylas. 
Flint.     The  Hon.    Thomas   Fitz- 

maurice. 
Merioneth.     Wm.    Humffreys,    of 

Maerdu,  Efq. 
Monigomerylliire.    Henry    Tracy, 

of  Maefmawr,  Efq. 


tained  by  the  Spanifh  fleet  for  fe- 
veral days,  in  order  to  prevent 
her  giving  intelligence. 

Lord  Mansfield  gave  the  unani- 
mous opinion  of  all  the  judges  on 
the  appeal  from  the  adjudication 
of  the  high  court  ot  admiralty,  re- 
lative to  the  captures  made  on 
land  on  the  2d  oi  February,  17S1, 

by 
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by  the  forces  under  the  command 
of  A  'miral  Sir  George  Rodney 
and  Genera]  Vau^han,  at  St.  Eu- 
ftatius.  when  the  judgment  and 
jurifdif>ion  of  the  admiralty  were 
c6nfi.rmed  ;  and  the  rule  fet  afide, 
their  judgment   was   discharged. 

The  purfer  oi  the  Bel- 
5  ■  moot  Ealt-lndiaman  arrived 
at  the  Eall  India-houfe,  with  the 
n^wb  of  the  above  (hip  being  fafe 
arri  ed  at  Plymouth  on  Saturday 
lad.  He  brought  the  following 
acccunt,  that  they  failed  from  St. 
Helena  the  2d  of  November,  in 
company  vvu -,  the  Prime,  under 
convoy  of  Commodore  Johnftu.i's 
fqu  lurori.  Soon  after  they  failed, 
fevcr.il  heavy  gales  of  wind  came 
on,  .vhich  laiied  for  fix  weeks  ; 
and  that  on  the  23d  of  January 
they  parted  company.  Several  of 
the  commodore's  fliips  were  much 
damaged . 
,  ,'        A     bomb  ketch    of    Com- 

'  '  modore  Johniton's  fquadion, 
arrived  at  P!ymo"ib,  brings  in- 
formation of  the  Hannibal  having 
captured  two  of  Mom.  Vacdreuil's 
tranfports,  one  of  them  carrying 
22  guns,  and  deeply  laden  wi^h 
ftores. 

ExtraSl    of    a    letter  from     ferfey, 
fan.   26. 

**  A  flag  of  truce  arrived  here 
laft  week  with  fome  ranfomers, 
and  a  young  lady,  who  about  zd 
years  fince  was  ient  to  France  for 
her  education,  but  was  (hut  up  in 
a  convent.  Her  mother  had  fre- 
quent afiurances  of  her  de.ah,  and 
certificates  from  the  holy  fathers, 
and  went  into  niourmng  for  her ; 
but  abovt  f.vo  years  iince  vvas  fur- 
prized  to  receive  a  letter  from  her 
child,  informing  her  of  her  utua- 
tion,  and  of  her  long  meditated 
efcape,   which  Ihe  had  never  been 


able  to  eff-cl.  At  length  fhs 
found  a  method  of  geiting  away, 
hired  a  veflel,  and  came  over. — ■ 
Her  mother  had  paid  for  her  fu- 
neral about  fixteen  years  ago  to  a 
principal  merthant  who  iupported. 
her  when  at  ichool.  Her  name  is 
Du  Merick  ;  Ihe  has  a  brother,  a 
lieutenant  in  our  fervice,  and  a 
coufin,  who  commands  his  majef- 
ty's  fhip  Repulfe,   of  64  guns. 

This  day  the  lord  mayor  held 
the  felTion  at  Guildnall,  when  the 
attornies  concerned  for  the  fu-veral 
plaintiffs  «,^'ho  fued  the  city  for 
the  damages  fullained  by  the  tu- 
mults in  June,  jy^o,  claimed,  oa 
behalf  of  their  employers,  the 
fums  due  ;  and  the  court  made  aa 
order  to  pay  27,000  I.  which  had 
been  colleiUd,  arnongi't  the  dif- 
ferent plaintifrs,  and  that  the  fu- 
ture colleiitions  fliould  be  refpon* 
lible  for  the  fum  of  400 1.  which, 
rtill  remains  due  to  thofe  verdids. 
n  ,  This  beiii?  the  day  ao- 
pointed  ror  a  f^lemn  fad, 
the  fame  waa  obferved  at  court ; 
their  majellies  attended  divine  fer- 
vice at  the  chapel-royal,  an  i  heard 
a  fermon  preached  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
K-xye,    iuo-almoaer.' 

The  Bp.  of  Worcelter  p.*-eached 
a  fernio-i  on  the  fame  occafion  ia 
Weltminfler  -  abbey,  bfore  the 
lord-cliancellar,  he  temporal  and 
ten  fpiritual  lords,  and  took  his 
difcourle  from  the  jth  chapter  of 
Jeremiah,  verfe  2^.'  As  did  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Dam  pier  before  the 
fpeaker  and  feveral  member^  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  at  St.  iVIa;- 
garet's  church,  from  the  iSth  chap- 
ter of  Ezek.  ve.r.  30. 

.       Extras     of   a    letter     from, 
I2tn.  n     '  '  CI 

D:wun,   beh.   7. 

'•  Yerterd.iy  afternwin  rhe  whole 

city    was   throwa    iuto  tiie  greiueli 

[A']  4  coniler- 
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confternation,  by  a  very  fatal  ac- 
cident which  happened  in  the 
Giove-room  of  the  Mufic-hall,  in 
Fifhamble-ftrcet.  A  meeting  was 
held  there  of  the  corporation  of 
flationers,  cutlers,  &c.  to  con- 
fider  of  a  proper  perfon  to  repre- 
fent  this  city  in  the  room  of  the 
late  Dr.  Clements.  The  meeting 
was  very  numerous,  and  in  the 
mid  ft  of  feme  of  the  fpeeches  the 
floor  unhappily  gave  way,  and 
fell  with  more  than  four  hundred 
perfons,  above  twenty  feet,  on  fe- 
veral  others  who  were  below.  The 
confiiiion  occafioned  by  this  fur- 
prize  was  inexpreflible,  and  the 
ihrieks  and  groans  of  the  nume- 
rous perfons  wounded  were  heard 
throughout  the  whole  neighbour- 
hood. 

*'  Amongfl;  twenty-one  unfor- 
tunate perfons  hurt  are  the  three 
candidates,  Mr.  Hartley,  Mr. 
Pemberton,  and  Alderman  War- 
ren, wounded,  but  not  dange- 
roufly.  Sir  Edward  Newenham's 
collar-bone    broke,  &c. 

On  Saturday  a  quellion  of  con- 
fequence,  relative  to  the  Anglcfea 
militia,  was  brought  before  the 
court  of  king's  bench,  by  way  of 
mandamus,  to  declare  the  com- 
miffions  of  the  major  and  captains 
ferving  in  that  militia  void.  It 
appeared,  that  four  volunteer  com- 
panies raifed  in  Ireland  as  regu- 
lars, attefted  for  the  loift  regi- 
ment, with  Irifli  officers,  were 
added  to  the  Anglefea  militia, 
without  qualifications,  in  that 
country.  The  court,  on  Mr.  Bear- 
croft's  fhowing  caufe  againft  the 
mandamus,  'made  the  rule  abfo- 
lute,  to  declare  all  their  commif- 
fions  void. 

,  Yefterday  was   tried,   be- 

'     *     fore  the  Earl  of  Mansfield, 

in    the   court  of  king's    bench  at 


Guildhall,  a  caufe  of  general  con- 
cern.— A    merchant    of     Elulhing 
brought  an   adlion   againft  a  mer- 
chant of  this  city,   for  the   recovery, 
of  the   amount  of  three  bills  of  ex- 
change, given  by  the  defendant  for 
tea   iold   by  the   plaintiff,   and  de- 
livered at  Oftend  to  the  defendant's 
order:    the  defence    was,    that  the 
tea  never  came  to   the  defendant's 
hand,  but  was  feized  as  run  goods, 
therefore    the    plaintiff    was    liable 
to    the   lofs  :    the    defendant    went 
upon    tv/o    other    points    of   law, 
namely,    that    the    plaintiff  could 
not  apply  for  juftice,  as  the  ad  of 
felling  the  tea  was   a   fraud   upon^ 
the   revenue  ;   alfo,  that  if  tUe  tea 
had    aftually    been    delivered,  the 
plaintiff    was    not  entitled  to    re- 
cover.    The   noble   judge,   in    his 
charge  to  the  jury,  remarked,  that; 
Flufhing  and  Oftend  were  the  mpft: 
famous    ports    for    fmuggling.     If 
the  jury  confidered  the  tea  to  be 
fold    for    the    purpofe     of    being 
fmuggled  to  England,    they  would, 
find    for    the   defendant.     H;;  ob- 
ferved,    that  the    Eaft-India    fhips 
were  the  only  bottoms  of  convey- 
ance  of   tea   to  England:  befides, 
it    was    proved,    that   the  plaintiff 
kept    boats    and   horfes  to  convey 
tea  to  the   coaft  of  England.     The 
jury  found  for  the  defendant,  and 
thereby  maJe   the    notes  void. 
At   the   court   at    St.  James's,  the 
15th    of    February,   1782,    pre- 
fent   the   king's    moft    excellent 
majefty  in   council. 
It  is  this  day  ordered  by  his  ma- 
jefty in   council,  that  an   embargo 
be   forthwith    laid    upon   all    fhips 
and  vcffels  laden,  or  to   be  laden, 
in  any  of  the  ports  of  the  iflands 
of    jerfey,     Guernfey,     Alderney, 
and    Saik,    with    beef,    pork,    or 
any  fort  of  faked  provifions  ;    and 
that  the  faid  embargo  do  continue 

and 
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and  remain  upon  fach  (hips  and 
vefTels  until  further  order. 

W.   Fawkener, 
^,  The  fcflions  at   the  Old 

^  Bailey,    which     began    on 

the  20th,  ended,  when  thirteen  con- 
vi(Els  received  Sentence  ot  dea,th, 
viz.  Edwaid  Wilkins  for  robbing 
John  Morant  on  the  highway  near 
Bayfwater,  among  other  things, 
of  a   draught  tor    130I;  Anthony 


M 


ARC 

March    ift. 


H. 

Beinj 


St. 


David's  day,  the  aniverl'aiy  of 
the  Society  of  Ancient  Britons  was 
held,  when  an  exci-llent  fermon 
was  preached  on  the  occahon  at 
St.  Andrew's,  Hi)lborn,  by  the 
Lord  Bifnop  of  Bath  and  Wells. 
After  whicij  tiiey  proceeded  to  the 
Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern,  where 


Elcard,  for  Healing  from  the  houfe     an  elegant  entertainment  was  pro- 


of R.  Onflow,  Efq.  goods  to  a  con- 
fiderable  value ;  Lucias  Hughes, 
for  picking  the  pocket  of  Baron 
JKut-zIeben,  niiniller  plenipoten- 
tiary from  Hellc  Caffcl,  of  his 
gold  watch,  as  he  was  alighting 
from  his  carriage  at  the  Opera- 
houfe ;     Peter    Mayhew,    for    the 


vided.     The  colleiflion    after   din- 
ner was  as  follows,  viz. 
Colleftion   at  church       29  17     a 
His  Royal  Highneis  the 
Prince  of  Wales,    an- 
nual   donation       -      joj     o     o 
The   Right  Hon.   Lord 
Bigot,    prcfident 


^vicked  pradlice  of  cutting  filk  in     Richard  Pennant,  vice 


prefident 
Rev,  Rob.  Carter  Chel- 

wall,  ditto 
Sir    Watkin    Williams 

Wynne,  Bart,  annual 

donation 


5a 


20 


the     loom  ;     Martin    Taylor,    fo 

dealing  a  box,  in  which  were  200 

plates    of   tin  ;  Henry    Levi,   for 

ilealing  a  pair  of  coach  harnefs  ; 

Henry  Cohen,  for  ftealing    a  filk 

handkerchief;     Wm.    Smith,    for 

robbing  the   Chelter    mail  ;  Anne     Edvv.    Love|[den,     Efq. 

Smith,      for     Ihop-lifting  ;     Jane         treafurer 

Lee,  for  a  crime  of  the  fame  na-     Right     Hon.     Earl    of 

tui3;    John    Knowles    and     John         Plymouth 

May,     for     houfc-breaking  ;     and     Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Go- 

Wm.  Roberts,   for   llealing  dowlas         dolphin  -  21 

and  cotton  goods,   the  property  of     Colledion  at  feveral  ta- 


^5 


21 


21 


MclTrs.     Scott,    Harris,     &c.     in 
Bread-flreet. 

At  this  feffions  two  women  were 
tried  for  the  murder  of  a  man  in 
Eagle  and  Child  -  alley.  Fleet- 
market,  and  acquitted.  A  young 
gentleman  of  fortune  was  likewile 
tried  for  llealing  two  filver  fpoons 
from  the  Bedford  Head  tavern, 
where  he  with  another  yourig  gen- 
tleman had  dined.  The  fpoons  were 
miffed,  and  found  in  the  young  gen- 
tleman's boot. 


bles 


H7 


Total  ;C459  17     o 

The  Right  Hon.   Lord   Vtjnon, 

prelident,  and  many  gentlemen  of 

rank  and  fortune,  itcwards  for  the 

year  enfuing. 

J       Adm.  Ojicc.   By  Letters  from 

Commo'.iore   Joluiftoiie,  dated 

on    board     the    Diana,    at    Portf- 

mouth,  Feb.    28th,  there  is  advice 

of  his   arrival,    and    that    he    has 

brought    with    him   from    Liihon, 

Lieut. 
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fince  by  Mr.  Laurens,  the  Ameri- 
can prlibner. 
^jIj        Sir   Guy    Carleton's  corn- 


Lieut.  Reid,  of  the  Ronincy,  who 
commanded  the  Dankbaarhej  t,  one 
of  the  prizes  taken  in  Soldanha 
Bay,  with  ten  others  who  were 
faved  from  the  faid  prize.  They 
report,  that  the  Dankbaarheyt, 
after  Jofing  all  her  mails  on  the 
aSth  of  January,  near  the  Chan- 
nel, had  her  pumps  choaked  on 
the  29th  ;  that  fne  gradually  filled 
with  water  to  the  upper  deck,  and 
was  on  the  point  of  fmking  on  the 
30th  at  dark,  when  they  left  her 
in  a  little  boat  in  a  hard  gale  of 
wind  ;  that  the  crew  had  prepar- 
ed a  raft,  and  taken  every  precau- 
tion with  coolnefs  and  intrepidity, 
but  from  all  circumftances  there  is 
little  hope  that  any  of  thofe  brave 
men  could  furvive.  The  boat 
was  obliged  to  keep  right  before 
the  wind,  and  after  running  80 
miles  to  the  fouthward,  they  were 
tak^a  u^  by  a  Swedifh  brig,  who, 
for  a  premium,  landed  ii;em  in  the 
Tagus. 

Lord  Charles  Fitzgerald,  of  his 
majefty's  fhip  La  Prudente,  ac- 
quaints the  board  of  his  having 
taken  the  Eagle,  French  ftore- 
ftiip,  bound  to  the  Eafl  Indies, 
laden  with  naval  and  military 
ftores.  She  failed  from  Breft  on 
the  11th  inliant,  with  Count  de 
Guichen. 

Captain  Inglls,  of  his  majefty's 
Ihip  Squirrel,  acquaints  the  board, 
that  he  has  taken  the  Furet  brig, 
of  4  guns  and  36  men,  quite  new, 
and  had  taken  nothing. 

J  An  order  was  ijTucd  from 
3  *  the  privy  council,  for  the  en- 
largement of  MelT.  Gouverneur 
and  Curzon  from  their  confine- 
ment, on  condition  of  their  giving 
bail  for  their  appearance,  finiilar 
to  that    entered    into  feme    time 


'miflioiij  appointing  him  com- 
mander in  chief  in  America,  paf- 
fed  the  great  feai. 

nth.  .  ^^^  ^^^^'^  Clyde  rofe 
higher  than  has  ever  beei; 
known  in  the  memory  of  mao.  In 
Glafgow  the  waters  reached  half 
way  up  the  Salt  Market. 

.  Cooper  Hall  was  capitally 

conviifteu  at  Nottingham  af^ 
fizes,  for  robbing  the  mail  of  the 
Newcalile  bag.  His  trial  laued 
between  feven  and  eight  hours, 
in  which  time  52  witnefTes  were 
examined. 

1  The   following   malcfac- 

^  "  tors  were  executed  at  Ty- 
burn :  Edmund  Harris,  for  bur- 
glary ;  John  Lucas,  for  robbing 
on  the  highway,  and  ihooting  at 
Mr.  Ellingham,  and  wounding 
him  in  the  back  ;  and  John  Cole- 
man, for  robbing  Mr,  Davanes,  ia 
the  foot-path  leading  from  Pancras 
to  Kentilli  town. 

Ji/m.  OJIce.  Capt,  Pafley 


14th. 


of  the  Jupiter  acquaints  the 


board,  that  he  had  captured  the 
Bologne  privateer  of  St.  Maloes, 
of  16  carriage  guns.  She  had  takea 
nothing. 

The  Solebay,  Capt.  C.  H.  E- 
verett,  was  unfortunately  loll  on 
the  fiiallows  ofFNevic-pcir.t  on  the 
:25th  of  January.  In  manceuvring 
to  avoid  three  ihips  that  were  then 
chafing.,  fhe  got  a-ground.  In 
that  fituation  two  of  them  brought 
their  broad-fides  to  bear  upon  her. 
Upon  which  it  was  refoived  to 
quit  her,  which  was  done  without 
the  lois  of  a  man  :  after  which  QiC 
was  fet  on  fire,  and  burnt  to  the 
water's  edge. 

The 


C    H    R 

The  remains  of  Kirkham  priory 
near  Makon  were  blown  down  by 
the  high  wind.  When  Meff.  Backs 
took  a  view  of  them,  1721,  they 
were  not  very  confiderable. 
g  ,  Vienna.       The     emperor 

is  determined  to  employ 
100,000  florins  annually  in  the 
education  of  foldiers  children:  of 
50  regiments  difperled  in  Germany 
and  Hungary,  each  will  receive 
the  annual  i'um  of  2000  florins, 
which  are  to  be  expended  in  the 
educacion  of  48  boys,  whofe  fa- 
thers ferve  in  tho!e  regiments  35 
foldiers. — Their  education  is  to 
be  very  fimple,  the  objeft  in  view 
being  to  form  good  fabalterns  for 
the  army,  which  they  have,  for 
a  long  time,  felt  the  want  of. 
The  boys  thus  inftrucled,  are  to 
enter  into  fervice  at  eighteen  years 
of  age. 

,  AJ/n.  Office,    Rear    Adm. 

•^  *  Graves  of  the  London  ac- 
quaints the  admiralty  b"iard  with 
his  having  taken,  in  his  paiTage 
from  New  York  to  the  Weft  In- 
dies, a  French  Ihip  of  800  tons, 
38  guns,  and  319  men,  called  the 
Imperieux,  from  Cadiz  to  Phila- 
delphia, laden  v/ich  fait,  fome 
arms,  cannon,  mixed  goods,  and 
medicines. 

The  Duchefs  of  Devon- 
fliire  gave  a  grand  ball  and 
rout,  to  which  a  thouland  of  the 
firll  people  of  the  kingdom  were 
invited. 

Com.  Elliot  hoiftcd  his  broad 
pendant  on  board  the  Edgar. 

The  Court  of  Madrid  have  late- 
ly publiflicd  a  lilt  of  their  military 
forces  now  on  foot,  which  they 
eltimate  to  amount  in  the  whole 
to  94,960  efi'cdivc  men.  Horfc- 
guards  8400.  National  intantry, 
3960.     IiilU  brigade   2400.     Ita- 
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lian  and  Swifs  troops,  1 1,000. 
Seven  regiments  Guarda  Coftaj, 
7700.  iiattalions  of  militia, 
21, 6.0a.  Sixteen  regiments  of  ca- 
valry, 8400.  Dragoons,  6000. 
Fuzileers,  120©.  invalids,  6500, 
Detached  volunteer  corps  of  Gre- 
nada, Callile  and  Andalulia, 
8000. 

1  Vienna.     Plus  VI.   Sove- 

^  '  reign  Rom.an  pontiff,  ar- 
rived yeflerday  in  this  capital. 
His  imperial  majefty,  accompa- 
nied by  his  royal  highnefs  the 
Archduke  Maximilian,  vyent  to 
meet  his  holinefs  through  Nau- 
ftadt  to  Neukirken,  where  the  firf^ 
interview  to  k  place.  After  {lay- 
ing (ome  time  at  the  military  aca- 
demy at  IS'eukirken,  the  holy  fa- 
ther went  into  a  coach  with  the 
emperor,  and  was  received  with- 
out the  lines  by  a  detachment  of 
noble  Hungarian  and  Galician 
guards,  who  efcorted  him  to  the 
caitle,  where,  in  the  midft  of  an 
innumerable  concourfe  of  people 
of  all  ranks,  forming  a  line  to  the 
entrance  of  the  imperial  palace, 
his  holinefs  arrived  at  half  pafl 
three  in  the   afternoon. 

On  deicending  from  the  coach 
the  holy  father  was  received  by 
the  Aportolic  Nuncio,  the  mini- 
fters  of  ftate,  the  privy  counfel- 
lors  and  chamberlains,  and  con- 
duced by  his  imperial  majelly  and 
the  Archduke  Maximilian  through 
the  grand  apartment  to  the  orato- 
ry of  the  chapel  of  the  chamber, 
where,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
whole  court,  T'e  Deum  was  per- 
formed by  way  of  thankfgiving, 
for  the  happy  arrival  of  his  holi- 
nefs, the  hoft  being  expcfed.  Af- 
ter prayers  the  pope  retired  to  his 
apariment,  where  the  Archduke 
Maximilian  repaired  in  the  even- 
ing. 
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}ng,  and  a  little  after  his  eminence 
the  Cardinal  Harzan,  who  arriv- 
ed from  Rome  the  fame  day,  had 
an    audience   of  his    holinefs^ 

This  day  the  Rt.  Rev.  the  Ld. 
Bp.  of  Lincoln,  brother  to  the  lord 
chancellor,  was  inftalled  Dean  of 
St.  Paul's. 

,  The    Danifli    envoy    ex- 

3°  ■•  traordinary  at  the  Britifii 
coaxt  has  demanded,  on  the  part 
of  the  king  his  mafter,  firlt,  The 
reftoration  of  the  Danifh  fhips 
taken  at  St.  Euftatius  ;  and  fe- 
condly.  The  merchant  (hips 
which  Capt.  Schioning  was  con- 
voying to  the  Antilles,  and  which 
he  permitted  fome  Englifh  priva- 
teers to  make  prizes  of  without 
the  leaft  refiftance. — This  demand. 
It  is  thought,  will  not  be  fpeedily 
adjufted. 

Died,  Lately,  at  Lifbon,  after 
a  long  and  painful  illnefs,  John 
Jennings,  ILiq.  groom  of  the  bed- 
chamber to  his  R.  H.  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland,  grandfon  of  the  late 
Sir  John  Jennings,  and  nephew 
to  the    Earl   of  Clanrlckarde. 

At  Brandford,  Wihfhire,  John 
Ifles,  aged   i®3. 

At  Bath,  aged  90,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Palmer,  mother  to  Mr.  Palmer, 
cf  Chapel-farm,  on  Landldown. 
She  has  left  iffue,  children,  grand- 
children, and  great  grand-chil- 
dren, 156.  She  enjoyed  a  good 
ilate  of  health  till  within  a  few 
days  of  her   death. 


APRIL. 

n         This    day    the    lord  mayor, 
aldermen,     and   fberiffs,    with 
their    ladies,    attended  by  the   go- 
vernors   of  hofpitals-   &c.  the  city 
marlhals,  and    children  belonging 


to  the  hofpitals,  went  in  the  ufual 
proceffion  from  the  manfion-houfe 
10  St.  Bride's  church,  where  an 
excellent  lermon  was  preached  by 
the  Bifhop   of  Lincoln. 

The  entertainment  and  ball  a^ 
the  manfion-houfe  this  evening, 
being  Eatler  Monday,  was  toe 
moft  fplendid  that  has  been  given 
by  the  chief  magiftrate  for  fome 
years  path— The  lord  chancellor, 
Dukes  of  Richmond,  DevoiiOiire, 
and  Manchefter  ;  the  Marquiffes 
of  Rockingham  and  Caermarthen  ; 
Lord  Howe,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Burke, 
Gen.  Conway,  Mr.  Townihend, 
Mr,  Sheridan,  and  many  other 
diilinguillied  perfonages  were  pre- 
fent.  The  dinner  was  fumptuous 
in  the  extreme  ;  the  decorations 
and  confcdionaries  were  remark- 
able for  tafie  and  novelty.  The 
ball  was  the  moft  numerous  of  any 
for  fome  years:  it  is  faid  that  not 
lefs  than  iSco  perfons  were  pre- 
fent, 

,  This  morning  between  9 
^  ■  and  10  o'clock  fome  villains 
found  merins  to  break  into  the 
apartments  belonging  to  Mr. 
Brooke,  Somerfet-herald,  in  the 
college  of  arms,  and  in  the  fpace 
of  20  minutes  plundered  them  of 
plate,  linen,  wearing  apparel,  and 
other  moveables,  to  a  confiderable 
am.ount,  with  which  they  got  clear 
off. 

Prince  de  Gallitzin  and  M.  de 
MarkoiF,  miniiiers  from  the  Em- 
prefs  of  Ruiiia^  prefented  a  me- 
morial to  the  ftates  general,  in 
conformity  to  the  mediation  fub- 
mitttd  to  her  imperial  majefty,  for 
accelerating  a  hncere  reconcilia- 
tion between  his  Britannic  ma- 
jelly  and  their  republic.  To  this 
memorial  was  annexed  the  copy 
of  a  letter  addreffed  to  Monf.  bi.- 

molin. 
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moll/i,  her  imperial  majelly's  mi- 
niller  at  the  Court  of  London,  by 
Mr.  Fox,  fecretary  of  Hate  to  his 
Britannic  majefty,  exprefiive  of  his 
majffty's  readinefs  to  enter  into  a 
negociation  with  their  high  mighti- 
nciles  ;  and  to  give  immediate  or- 
ders for  an  armillice,  if,  on  their 
iide,  the  lords  ftates  general  judge 
fuch  a  meafure  conlonant  to  the 
end  propofed.  To  this  letter,  how- 
ever, no  latisfaftory  ani'wer  has 
been  given. 

,  The  Vanfittart,  the  Glat- 
4^"*  ton,  and  Ld.  Mansfield,  Eatt 
Indiamen,  arrived  at  their  moor- 
ings in  the  river  Thames  from 
China. 

,  Rear  Admiral  Rofs  hoifted 
5  his  flag  on  board  the  Buffalo 
at  Portlmouth. 

,  ,         Rear    Admiral  Kempenfelt 
hoifted  his  fiag  on  board  the 
Royal  George. 

,  A  court  of  common -coun- 
9'"-  cil  was  held  at  Guildhall,  at 
which  a  motion  was  made  and  fe- 
conded,  that  an  humble  addrefs  be 
prefented  to  his  majefly,  on  the  late 
change  in  adminidration ;  which 
was  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ap- 
pointed to  draw  it  up. 

A  motion  was  next  made  and  fe- 
conded,  that  zoco  1.  be  applied  in 
giving  bounties  of  40  s.  to  every 
able  feaman,  and  20  s.  to  every 
ordinary  feaman,  who  (hall  volun- 
tarily enter  into  his  majtlly's  navy ; 
but  the  inexpediency  of  this  motion 
being  clearly  demonftrated,  the 
fame  was  withdrawn. 

The  court  ordered  the  ufe  of  the 
new  common-council  room  (or  any 
other  part  of  the  Guildhall  molt 
convenient)  to  the  correfponding 
committee  appointed  at  the  latt 
Common-halL 


,  The  fix  follovme   gen- 

lorh.    ,,  .    .    °r^- 

tlemen  were  cnoien  Direc- 
tors of  the  Eail  India  Company,  in 
the  room  of  fix  other  gentlemen, 
who  went  out  by  rotation. 

Ch.  Boddam  -  752 

Henry  Fletcher  -  706 

Jacob  Wilkinfon  -  65G 

St.  Huthington  -  634 

W.  Devaynes  -  491 

Nat.  Smith  -  416 

The  following  were  chofen  di- 
reftors   of  the  Bank  : 

Benjamin  Winthorp,  Efq.  and 
iVIr.  Boddington. 

Coix^es.  Admiral  Barrington  has 
made  a  fignal  from  the  Britannia, 
for  all  the  fhips  to  unmoor,  which 
they  are  now  performing,  though 
the  wind  is  at  tJie  S.  W.  and  there- 
fore will  prevent  their  failing. 
The  fleet  at  Spithead  confills  of  19 
.  fail  of  the  line,  viz.  three  of  100 
gans,  four  of  90,  feven  of  74, 
and  five  of  64  guns  ;  they  are  all 
coppered,  and  compleat  vefTels : 
Admirals  Barrington  and  Kem- 
penfelt command  them.  Befides 
the  fhips  of  the  line,  there  are  five 
frigates,  with  two  firefhips  and  two 
cutters. 

1  Adm.    Barrington,    with 

'^  '  the  fleet  under  his  com- 
mand, pafFeJ  by  Torbay.  Wind 
at  E. 

Dublin  Cape,  The  Duke  of 
Portland,  who  embarked  at  KolV" 
head  laft  night,  arrived  f^;e  i^ 
this  harbour  this  morning.  Kis 
grace  was  received  at  landing  by 
the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  Ihe- 
rifTs,  and  commons  of  the  city  of 
Dublin.  The  foot  forces  in  gar- 
x'l'ion.  lined  the  flrcets  throjgh 
which  his  grace,  attended  by  a 
f(|uadroa    Qf  dragoons,   proceeded 

t9 
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to  the  caftlfe  ;  and  the  council 
having  met  &t  three  o'clock,  his 
grace  was  introduced  in  torm  to 
Lord  Carlille,  who  received  him 
fitting  under  the  canopy  of  ftace 
in  the  prefence  chamber,  from 
tvhence  a  proceffion  was  made  to 
the  council  chamber,  where  his 
grace's  commilfion  was  read,  and 
the  oaths  adminiilered  to  him. :  af- 
ter which,  his  grace  having  re- 
ceived the  fword  from  Lord  Car- 
lifle,  the  great  guns  in  his  ma- 
jerty's  Phcenir  Park  were  fired, 
and  anfwered  by  the  regiments  on 
duty,  which  were  drawn  up  on 
College-green.  His  grace  then 
repaired  to  the  prefence  chamber, 
where  he  received  the  compli- 
ments of  the  nobility,  and  other 
perfons   of   diftindlion. 

,  Thomas      and      George 

^"^  Wcfton,  brothers,  two  moll 
notorious  villains,  who  for  feme 
years  have  defrauded  the  country 
by  various  artful  contrivances, 
and  who  fome  time  ago  robbed 
the  weftern  mail,  were  at  length 
apprehended,  and  committed  this 
day   to  feparate   prifons. 

,  At  a  chapter  of  the  garter 

*9^"'  his  Royal  Highnefs  Prince 
Wm.  Henry,  the  Dukes  of  Rich- 
mond and  Devonfhire,  and  the 
Earl  of  Shelburne,  were  declared 
duly  elefted,  and  the  three  iaft 
invefled   accordingly. 

This  day  their  H.  M.  M.  the 
States  General,  by  the  unanimous 
confentof  all  the  members  of  their 
confederate  republic,  took  the 
memorable  refclution  of  acknow- 
ledging the  independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  of 
admitting  Mr.  Adams  in  quality 
ef  mi n liter. 

Arrived    at   Plymouth  •  his   ma- 


jefty's  fhip  Artois,  With  the  Bet- 
lona ;  Grand  Serpentine;  Due  de 
Chartres  ;  Villa  Wova  ;  Fidelity  ; 
Lionefs  ;  Superb  ;  and  two  others  ; 
all  p;ifes  taken  by  Admiral  Har- 
rington's fquadron,  laden  with 
troops,  military  ftores,  cloathing, 
&c.  End  bound  to  the  Eaft  In- 
dies. 

1  Lord  Carlide  arrived  in 

'^  '  town  from  Ireland,  and  im- 
mediately waited  on  her  majefty* 
at  the  queen's  palace. 

,  Arrived     at    Portfmouth 

5  "  the  Pegafus,  a  French  74, 
convoy  to  the  tranfp  rts  bound  to 
the  Eail- Indies.  She  is  copper  bot- 
tomed, and  was  taken  by  the 
Foudroyant,  with  the  lofs  of  only 
3  or  4  people  wounded,  of  whom 
the  Captain  (Jervis)  was  one. 

,  J^m.  Office.  Letters  from 

'  *  Vice  Admiral  Harrington 
confirm  the  capture  of  the  Pe- 
gafus, and  four  of  the  French 
tranl'ports,  viz.  La  Fidelite,  with 
178  troops  and  llores  on  board  ; 
La  Bellone,  147  ditto;  La  Lione, 
180  ditto;  and  Due  de  Chartres, 
ftores  and  arms. 

Died,  At  Mr.  Keate's,  fur- 
geon,  in  Parliament-ilreet,  Edw. 
Chamberlayne,  Efq.  F.  A.  S.  late- 
ly appointed  one  of  the  joint  fe- 
cretaries  to  the  treafury.  The 
melancholy  accident  which  occa- 
fioned  this  gentleman's  death,  took 
its  rife  from  an  excefs  of  diffidence 
attending  his  recent  appointment. 
The  day  on  which  the  fatal  acci- 
dent happened,  he  v.'as  vifited  by 
a  friend,  who  remonftrated  with 
him  on  the  abfurdity  of  the  appre- 
henfion.  with  which  he  appeared 
to  be  actuated,  and  requelted  him 
to  go  with  him  into  the  park, 
where  ihey  would  diicufs  the  mat- 
ter 
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tcr  at  their  leifure.  Mr.  Chamber- 
layne  promifcd  to  comply,  and  pre- 
tended to  go  up  ftairs  for  his 
hat  and  cane,  but  took  that  op- 
portunity to  throw  himfelf  out  of 
the  window,  in  fuch  a  pontion  as 
to  light  upon  his  head,  which  pro- 
duced the  fradure  of  which  he 
died.  He  was  one  of  the  beft 
fcholars  of  the  age,  equally  profi- 


curred  by  the  illegal  prai^ices  of 
clandeftinely  running  prohibited 
or  uncullomed  goods,  who  (hall, 
on  or  before  the  firil  day  of  July- 
next,  voluntarily  enter  themfeives 
as  failors  on  board  any  (hips  be- 
lor>ging  to  the  royal  navy,  or  who 
fhali  procure  one  fit  and  able  fea- 
man,  and  one  fit  and  able  land- 
man,   as    fubilitutes  to    ferve    for 


cient    in   erudicion    and    tafte,   at    him,  her,  or  them,    providfd  the 
once    profound   in    literature,   and 


polite.  The  lofs  of  f-ich  a  man  is 
therefore  to  be  confidered  as  a  pub- 
lic  lofs. 


III. 


M   A  y. 

The  weather  was    uncom- 


penalty  to  which  fuch  perfons  are 
liable  does  not  exceed  the  fum  of 
500 1.  thofe  above,  and  under  2ccol. 
to  find  two  fit  and  able  fcamen,  and 
two  fit  and  able  landmen  ;  and 
thofe  above  2000  1.  to  find  three  fit 
and  able  feamen,  and  three  fit  and 
able  landmen ;  upon  which  con- 
ditions all  fpecified  offences  are 
to  be  forgiven,     Likewife  his  ma- 


monly  fevere,    not    in     Eng- 
land only,  but  almoft  all  over  Eu-  jefty's  pardon   to  all  deferters  who 
rope.      At  Vienna  the  froft  con-  fhall  furrendcr  before  the  17th  of 
tinued  fo  rigorous,  that  the  vines  June. 

were    thought    to     be     materially        ,         Nine  fail  of  D.icn  men  of 

hurt.     In  Italy  fuch  a  fall  of  fnow  ^  "'  war  of  the  line  put  to  fea  from 

as   has   never    been    remennbered.  the  Texel ;  but  on  the  i  ith  moll  of 

In    RufTia    many    thoufands    have  them  returned, 

periflied  of  a  ficknefs  owing  to  the  ^  ,         Admiral  Kempenfelt  failed 
rigour  of  the   feafon.     In    Sweden         ' '  from  Spithead,  with  7  (hips  of 

men   and  cattle  have  periflied   for  the  line  and  a  frigate,  on  a  ciuizi; 

want  of  food.     In   the  Highlands  to  the  weilward. 


©f  Scotland  cattle  die.  Or  are  kill- 
ed, for  want  of  fodder.  In  fhort, 
the  feverity  of  the  weather  has 
been  generally  felt 


This  day  the  entry  on  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  houfe  of  commons  of  the 
17th  of  February,  1769,  inr.port- 
ing,  "  That  John  Wilkes,  Efq.  was 


J  Sir  James  Marriot  made  the     adjudged  incapable  of  fitting  in  that 

report   of  five  pirates    under    houle,"  was,    on   motion,  ordered 


fentence  of  death,  (among  whom. 
was  Luke  Ryan)  to  his  majelly, 
when  they  were  all  ordered  for  exe- 
cution. 

A  proclamation  v/asthls  day 
iffued  for  granting  a  free  par- 
don to  all  fmugglers  and  others 
under  profecution,  or  liable  to  pro- 
fecution,  outlawry,  in  prifon,  or 
laeyond  lea,  for  any  penalties  in- 


Sd 


to  be  expunged,  115  to  47. 

,  Lord  Howe,  with  iz  (hipa 
9^"'  of  the  line,  failed  from  St. 
Helen's,  as  fuppofed  to  watch  the 
motions  of  Uie  Dutch  fieet. 

Six  large  Ihips,  as  convoy» 
thought  to  be  part  of  this  fleet, 
were  fcen  on  the  i2ch25  leagues 
off  Buchanefs  in  Scotland,  fleer- 
ing N.  N.  £^  fappoied  to  be  going 

north 
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north  about,  and  probably  bound  to 
India. 

Gene-va.  We  have  ac- 
^°  counts  from  Turin,  that 
6000  French  troops,  and  4500 
Sardinians,  are  marching  towards 
this  place  ;  the  latter  are  com- 
manded by  Count  Ferlero  de  Ma- 
fimara,  who  is  to  a£t  as  comman- 
der in  chief,  and  is  charged  with 
the  orders  of  both  courts.  This 
officer  is  to  furamon  the  feditious 
to  re-ellablifh  order,  and  to  re- 
ceive the  legiflative  plan  with  which 
he  is  charged.  If  any  refiftance  is 
attempted,  no  trace  will  be  grant- 
ed. If  the  plan  is  agr.  ed  to,  it 
is  to  be  guaranteed  by  the  two 
powers  ;  and  as  our  fortifications, 
garrifon,  &c.  only  ferve  to  fheher 
the  feditious,  they  are  to  be  anni- 
hilated. 

,  At  the  rehearfal  of  the 

'"^  mufic  at  St.  Paul's,  previous 
to  the  feall  of  the  Sons  of  (he  Cler- 
gy, the  colleftion  amounted  to 
177I.  9s. 

This  day  the  four  pirates,  as 
they  are  deemed,  for  the  execution 
of  whom  an  order  came  down  on 
Saturday,  were  refpited  by  ano- 
ther order. 

-  .  At  the  anniverfary  meet- 

^°''^-  ing  of  the  Sons  of  the  Cler- 
gy, held  this  day,  the  colleftion  at 
church  amounted  to  241 1.  i  s.  6  d. 
At  the  hall  105321.  lis.  which, 
with  177  1.  9  s.  as  above,  made 
the  whole  coUedion  for  the  pre- 
fent  year  95  1 1.  is.  6  d.  in  which 
fum  is  included  50  1.  given  at  the 
hall  by  the  lord  chancellor. 

_  ,  A  proclamation  offering  a 

'  reward  of  ccol.  for  appre- 
hending Thomas  Levven,  Efq.  late 
(ecretary  to  the  council  at  Madras, 
■was  publilhed  in  the  London  Ca- 
aettc. 


This  evening  there  was  a  gene- 
ral illumination  throughout  Lon- 
don for  the  fucccfs  of  Admiral 
Rodney, 

The  Seflions  at.  the  Old  Baileyj 
which  began  on  Wednefday,  end- 
ed, when  three  conviQs  received 
fentence  of  death.  Ac  this  felhons 
the  Wellons  were  brought  to  the 
bar,  but  the  witneffes  (more  than 
100)  not  being  got  together,  their 
trial  was  put  off  to  next  feflions. 

Came   into  Torbay  Adrti.  Kem- 

peniek's  fleet  from  a  cruize. 

.     1  The  thanks  of  the  houfe 

lotn.      c  . 

or   commons    were     unani- 

moufly  voted  to  Sir  Geo.  Brydges 
Rodney,  for  hjs  gallant  and  ipi- 
riied  condudl  on  the  i2th  of  April 
laft.' 

Alfo  to  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  Ad- 
miral Drake,  Commodore  AfBeck, 
Sir  Charles  Douglas,  and  the  reft 
of  the  captains  of  the  fleet. 

And  likewife  to  all  the  feamen 
and  marines,  to  be  communicated 
to  the  captains  of  their  refpeftive 
fliips. 

^j        The  houfe  of  commons  vot- 

•^  ■  eda  monument  to  be  eredted 
to  the  memory  cf  Captain  Bayne 
of  the  Alfred,  Captain  Blair  cf 
the  Anfon,  and  Captain  Lord  Ro- 
bert Manners  of  the  Relolution, 
who  glorioufly  fell  fighting  for  their 
country,  in  the  late  aiflions  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  en  the  9th  and  1 2th  cf 
April. 

,  This  day  the  thanks  of 

'  *  the  houfe  of  peers  (verba- 
tim with  thofe  of  the  hou/"e  of 
commons)  were  voted  to  Sir  Geo. 
Brydges  Rodney,  and  the  other  ad- 
mirals, captains,  feamen,  &c. 

.  Fie):»(z.    There    happen- 

^'■' *  ed  on  the  15  th  inflant,  at 
the  village  of  Dieuhepole,  on  the 
frontiers    of    Moravia,    a    ftorm 

which 
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which  entirely  deftroyed  53  houfes, 
forcing  them  into  the  river  Waag, 
with  furniture,  cattle,  and  inha- 
bitants. Thirteen  other  houfes 
were  blown  <lown.  Only  13  dead 
bodies  have  been  yet  found,  the 
river  having  carried  off  the  reft. 
The  fame  day  the  whole  horizon 
of  Pert,  a  city  of  Hungary,  was  in 
violent  agitation  ;  many  thou- 
fands  of  glals  windows  were  brok- 
en, trees  torn  up  by  the  roots, 
roofs  blown  cfF,  houies  deftroyed 
and  fwept  away,  for  the  moft  part, 
by  the  torrents  which  the  waters 
had  prodigioufly  fwelled.  How- 
ever, in  the  laft  mentioned  calami- 
ty only  one  child  of  12  years  of 
age  loil  its  life. 

Died,  Mr.  Daniel  Bernouilli, 
phyfician  and  profeflbr  of  natural 
philofophy  at  Bafil,  the  celebrated 
bwifs  philofopher. 

The  Right  Hon.  James  Forte- 
fcue,  member  of  parliament  for 
the  county  of  Louth,  in  Clare- 
llreet,  Dublin. 

Richard  Wilfon,  Efq,  at  CIo- 
men-du,  in  North  W^les,  one  of 
the  royal  academicians,  and  libra- 
rian to  that  fociety. 


3d 


JUNE. 

The  Dutch  mails  ofyeftcr- 
day  announce  the  capture  of 
the  ill'ind,  of  Providence  bv  Don 
Galvez  ;  the  force  employed  on 
this  bulinefs  conliltcd  of  1500  Spa- 
nifti  troops,  and  two  fhips  of  the' 
line. 

r.  Late  laft  night  an  exprefs 
*  arrived  at  the  admiralty  from 
Portlmouth,  with  the  agreeable 
intelligence  of  the  Oftrich  cutter, 
and  30  lail  of  veffcls,  the  remain- 
VoL.  XXV, 
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ing  part  of  the  Charles-town  fleer, 
being  arrived  there;  the  failois  on 
board  thefe  (hips  will  be  of  great 
fervice  at  the  prefent  crifis. 

1  The  difpatches  which  have 
'  ■  been  received  at  the  Earl  of 
Shelburne's  ofiice  from  General 
E.liot,  brorght  by  the  Cerberus 
irigate  from  Gibraltar,  ccmain. 
the  agreeable  afl'urance  that  the 
garrifon  is  in  good  health,  but 
fpeak  very  feelingly  of  the  hard 
duty  which  the  troops  experience 
from  the  fmallnefs  of  their  num- 
ber, and  the  immenfe  fortifica- 
tions they  are  compelled  to  at- 
tend. With  refped  to  frefh  pro- 
vifions,  the  governor  fyy<;,  th'^y 
are  well  fupplied  by  the  Barbary 
ftates;  but  they  are  purchafcd  at 
fo  dear  a  rare,  that  the  private 
men  are  very  barely  furnifhed  with 
them. 

Letters  by  the  Lifbon  mail  fay, 
that  a  diforder  (fimilar  to  the  pre- 
fent influenza)  prevails  over  that 
country,  with  which  all  ranks  of 
people  have  been  feverely  afflift- 
ed ;  and  that  the  crops  are  in 
great  backwardnefs,  owing  to  the 
feverity  of  the  feafon. 
^^j^  Sir    P-ichard    Bickcrtcn, 

■^  *  who  is  fuppofed  to  have 
arrived  at  St  Helena  the  latter 
end  of  May,  had  under  his  con- 
voy the  following  Eaft  Indiamen, 
befides  three  ftoreftiips  on  accounc 
of  government,  and  two  on  thaC 
of  the  Eaft  India  company  : — For 
Coaft  and  Lhina,  the  Calcutta, 
Captain  Thorn pion  ;  Ceres,  Price; 
Earl  Talbot,  Taylor  ;  Ganges, 
Dcmpfter  ;  Hawke,  Scott  ;  Kent, 
Stokes;  Major,  Arthur;  Morle, 
Elliott;  Aiired,  Brown;  Nor- 
folk, Bcnh.'im;and  Royal  Henry, 
Dundas :— For  MaJrafs,  Bombay, 
[OJ  Mi 
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and  Bengal,  Anne  and  Amelia, 
Popham ;  Naflau,  Gore  ;  Not- 
tingham, Curtis;  Warren  Haft- 
ings,  Larkings  ;  and  Worceiter, 
Cock.  The  Royal  Biiliop,  Captain 
Mayne,  was  the  only  fnip  for  Bcn- 
coolen. 

,  Accounts     are     received 

'4"  from  Breft,  that  the  epide- 
mic diforder  reigns  there  with  fuch 
violence,  that  more  than  half  the 
hands  employed  in  the  king's  arfe- 
nals  are  confined  to  their  beds. 
The  hofpitals  are  all  full,  and  the 
crews  ot  the  men  of  war  ancommon- 
ly  fickly. 

Extve.Si  of  a  Letter  from  Duhlitt) 
June  15. 
«  By  a  vellel  (Captain  Tripe) 
bound  from  Hallifax  to  London, 
put  into  Dingie  laft  Monday,  we 
learn,  that  three  frigates,  and  fe- 
ven  traniporrs,  with  troops  on 
board,  had  arrived  at  Boilon  from 
Breft  the  2t,6.  of  April  laft.  The 
land  forces  were  computed  to  a- 
mountto  zoooeiFeclive  men.  Cap- 
tain Tripe  alfo  mentions  the  ex- 
traordinary fuccefs  of  a  new  York 
privateer,  of  22  guns,  who  in  the 
courfe  of  three  weeks  had  captur- 
ed, between  Rhode  Ifland  and 
Cape  Sable,  fourteen  American 
and  French  veffels,  and  probably 
would  have  taken  more,  but  for 
want  of  hands  to  m.an  them.  All 
the  prifoners  have  been  landed  at 
Hallifax." 

A  letter  from  Peterfburg  fays, 
that  the  diibrder  ftill  rages  in  all 
the  north  part  of  the  empire,  and 
numbers  die  of  it.  On  acyount 
of  which  it  is  found  very  difficult 
to  recruit  the  army,  and  to  raife 
men  for  the  navy  ;  the  latter  of 
which  are  at  this  time  much  want- 
ed. 


g,  A  moil  fevere   llorm   of 

thunder  and  lightning 
ftruck  the  city  of  London  and  its 
fuburbs  with  terror.  It  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  luminous  phenome- 
non, which  appeared  in  the  weft, 
in  the  form  of  a  fpear,  and  conti- 
nued vif:ble  near  five  minutes,  and 
on  its  difappearing,  th-jt  part  of 
the  firmament  became  beautifully 
iliuminaced  with  an  immenfe  num- 
ber of  rays,  projedcing  from  a 
point,  and  fpreading  like  a  fan, 
till,  growing  fainter  and  fainter, 
they  wholly  difappeared.  Seen 
from  different  places,  it  affumed 
different  forms,  and  fome  repre- 
fent  it  as  a  vortex,  with  a  circular 
motion  of  infinite  velocity.  One 
of  the  heavietl  claps  of  the  thunder 
burft  over  a  houfe  in  the  Borough, 
and  forced  down  the  roof,  fplit 
the  liack  of  chimneys  from  top  to 
bottom,  twifted  the  iron-work  of 
a  cafement  in  feverai  fhapes,  and 
lifted  the  door  of  an  upper  room 
oft"  the  hinges,  removing  it  to  a  con- 
fiderable  diftance.  A  water-fpout 
burft  nearCkpham  Common. 

Triejie.  Tiie  emperor  has  with- 
in fome  time  pall  fhewed  great 
marks  of  his  attention  to  this 
place,  by  advancing  four  millions 
of  florins  to  the  merchants  of  this 
town  for  the  increafe  of  their  com- 
merce, not  only  in  Afia,  but  in 
Africa,  and  alfo  in  America;  and 
has  alfo  promifed  them  every  fuc- 
cour  in  his  power  which  their  cir- 
cumftances  appear  to  require. 
With  fuch  a  proteflion  it  is  not 
ailonifhing  that  this  place  has  in- 
creafed  fo  much  within  a  fhort 
time  paA. 

This  day  judgment  was 

''     ■     given  in  the  court  of  king's 
bench,  in  the  important  caufe  re- 
lative 


C    H    R    O 

]4tiv6  to  the  market  at  Warwick. 
The  franchife  of  the  market  place, 
belonged  by  an  ancient  prefcrip- 
tion  to  Sir  John  Mofely,  and  t!ie 
feveral  ftalls  have  been  accullomed 
to  be  rented  oi  him.  A  pcrfon 
who  had  no  right  nor  interell  in 
the  market,  lately  ereded  fome 
ftalls  and  flieds  on  his  own  free- 
hold, adjoining  to  the  market, 
without  any  real  moleftation  to 
any  of  thofe  before  erected.  Sir 
John  Mofely  brought  an  action  for 
a  nuifance,  in  order  to  try  his  exclu- 
five  right  to  ered  ftalls  for  vending 
of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize, 
'in  that  market-  The  court  held 
that  the  franchifes  of  markets  and 
of  fairs,  according  to  the  common 
law,  ought  not  to  be  infringed  by 
any  perfon  ereding  Halls  for  mer- 
chandize, even  upon  their  own 
freehold,  without  the  confent  of 
the  legal  proprietors  of  the  market 
or  fair. 

1  At  a  court  of  common 

council  Mr.  Thorpe  fub- 
mitted  to  the  court  the  following 
motion,  which  was  feconded  by 
Mr.  Alderman  Townfend,  and  car- 
ried unanimoudy. 

isefolved.  That  the  freedom  of 
this  city  be  prefented,  in  a  gold 
box  of  one  hundred  guineas  value, 
to  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Hood,  rear 
admir.il  of  the  blue,  as  a  tcftiraony 
of  the  high  opinion  which  the  mem- 
bers of  this  court  entertain  of  his 
judicious,  brave,  and  able  exer- 
tions, in  the  various  engagements 
with  the  enemy's  fleet  in  the  Weil 
Indies. 

Mr.  Thorpe  then  moved,  that  the 
freedom  of  this  city  be  prefented  to 
Admiral  Drake,  in  a  gold  box  of 
one  han-.lted  guineas  value,  for  his 
grrat  and  dillingailhed  ftrviccs  to 
this  country  ;  which  was  .ilfo  agreed 
to  unanimoull/^ 
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J,  jihena,    Tiie     Court    of 

Denmark  being  informed 
that  Sweden  has  admitted  ths 
King  of  Pruffia  into  the  armed 
Neutrality,  has  aLb  confented  to 
his   admilTion, 

,  Vcrjaillcs.  The  merchants 
^  ■  and  traders  of  Marfeilles,  in 
common  council  aiTembled,  having 
voted  by  proclamation  i,20o,coo 
livres,  for  the  building  a  Ihip  of 
no  guns,  and  300,000  more  to 
be  applied  towards  the  relief  of 
the  families  of  feamen  beloogincr 
to  that  city,  and  the  whole  coun- 
ty of  Provence,  who  may  have 
been  fufferers  by  the  prefent  war  ; 
their  deliberation  was  laid  before 
the  king  by  the  Marquis  de  Caf- 
tries,  when  his  majelly,  moved  ac 
fo  fignal  a  mark  of  their  patrio- 
tifm,  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
accept  of  the  oirer,  and  ordered 
the  fliip  to  be  called,  from  the 
circumliance,  Le  Commerce  de 
Marfeilles. 

26'h  Slavery   is  entirely  abo- 

liihed  in  Auftriaa  Poland, 
and  joy  is  fecn  in  every  peafant's 
countenance,  for  that  he  can  now 
reap  the  fruit  of  his  labour,  unop- 
prefled  by  a  tyrannical  lord. 

Died,  The  Princefs  Sophia,  of 
Mecklenburgh  Strelitz,  her  majef- 
ty's  filler. 

Her  Royal  Highnefs  Maria,  Prin- 
cefs  Dowager  of  Wirtemberg. 
daughter  of  the  late  Margrave  ot 
Brandcnburgh  Schwedt,  at  Berlin. 

\x\.  Paik  -  ftreet,  Grofvenor- 
fquare,  Lloyd  Dulany,  Efq.  a 
gcntlemai^  of  a  moll'  relpeitable 
charatler,  and  large  property  iii 
the  province  of  Maryland.  His 
death  is  faid  to  be  occaiioaed  liy  i 
wound  which  he  received  on  Tu-^f. 
day  evening  lall,  in  a  dujl  v.irh 
the  R^v.  Mr.  Allen,  in  Hyde-park. 
The  fccond  cf  the  former  w.^s 
ro]  . D.- 
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..  Delancey,  Efq.  and  of  the 

latter,  Robert  Morris,  Efq.  lie 
was  attended  by  Dr.  Millmaii, 
and  MelTrs.  Pott  and  Adair. 

The  magiftrates  of  Bow-ftrcet 
having  advertifed  a  reward  of  tea 
guineas  each  for  the  apprehenfion 
of  die  Rev.  Mr.  Allen,  and  Robert 
Morris,  Efq.  they  were  in  confe- 
quence  apprehended,  and  commit- 
ted to  Tcthil-Fields  bridewell. 


JULY. 

,         This  morning,  about  eight 
^   ■   o'clock,  five  felons  made  their 
efcape   out   of  Newgate,    amongll 
whoin  were  the  two  Wellons.  They 
had  fawed  thtir   irons  off,  and,  as 
foon  as  the  lurnkeys  unlocked  their 
rooms,  they  ruihed  on    them,   and 
fired     two     piftols,     but     happily 
miiVed  them  ;    they  then  took   the 
keys,  and  let  themfelves  out,  fome 
running    tov/ards    Smithfield,     the 
Fleet,  and  Newgate-market.     One 
of  the  Wellons  was  taken  in  Cock- 
lane,  after  firing  another  pifiol,  and 
wounding    a   porter  on  the  check, 
the  other    in  Smithfield,    and    the 
other    two    in    Fleet- Itreet. — They 
were   brought  back   and  ironed  to 
the  floor.  One  Nicolfon,   a  coiner, 
made  his  efcape. 

,  Ytfterday  was  tried  before 
^^  '  the  Earl  of  Mansfield  and  a 
fpecial  jury  at  Guildhall,  the  im- 
portant caufe  between  two  capital 
tradefmen,  rcfpe^-^ing  a  draft  for 
600 1.  on  a  late  banking  houfe, 
given  at  half  paft  one  on  the  day 
previous  to  the  ftoppage  of  pay- 
ment. A'Ir.  ^iollicitor  General,  on 
behalf  of  the  plaintiff  who  received 
the  draft,  and  who  brought  his 
adion  to  recover  the  amount  from 
the  defendants  of  whom  he  re- 
ceived it>  ilrongly  contended  that 


the  former  verdidt,    declaring  th& 
lofs  to  fall  upon  the  plaintiff,  who 
ought  to  have  gone  the  fame  day, 
was    exprefsly   againft    law.       Mr. 
Wallace,  for  the  defendants,  faid, 
he  Ihould  call  the  attention  of  the 
jury  to  the  particular  circumftances 
of  the  cafe,   and  from  thence  they 
were    to  judge  whether  there  was 
not    a    reafonable     time     for    the 
plaintiff,    who   received   the    draft 
at    noon,    to    go    into    Lombard- 
ftreet  before  five  o'clock,  and  take 
the  money.     He  did  not  mean  to 
fay,  that  a  draft  received  fo  late 
as  four  o'clock,   or  at   York,  was 
to   be  taken  the  fame  day,  but  he 
contended    the   queilion    lay  with 
the    jury,    whether    there   was    a 
reafonable   time.     Lord  Mansfield 
declared  it  was  a  queftion  of  great 
commercial  confequence,  and  fince 
the  laft  trial  he  found  it  had  been 
the   fubjeft   of  much  talk    in   the 
city.      The    court    had    therefore 
taken  deliberation  on  it,  and  there 
was  not  a  cafe  in  print  or  manu- 
fcript,  which  had  not  been  fearched 
into  ;    his  lordfhip  gave  h's  opinion 
the  fame  as  on  the  former  trial,  that 
the  next  morning  was  a  reafonable 
time.     But  the  jury  gave  a  verdift 
for  the  defendants. 

,  By  an  ad  juft  paft,  after 
5  the  firft  of  Auguft  next  en- 
fuing,  all  inland  bills  of  exchange, 
pronr.ffory  notes,  or  other  notes, 
payable  otherwife  than  upon  de- 
mand, of  any  fum  lefs  than  50 1. 
rauft  be  drawn  upon  a  fheet  or 
piece  of  paper,  charged  with  a 
ftamp  duty  of  3d.  And  all  bills 
or  notes  of  the  like  kind  of  50  1. 
or  upwards  nuift  be  drawn  upon  a 
fheet  or  piece  of  p^per,  charged 
with  a  ftamp  duty  of  6d. 

Any  bill  or  note  as  above,  not 
ftamped  agreeable  to  this  act,  and 
bearing  date  after  the  above  pe- 
riod. 
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nod,  or  marked  or  flamped  with 
a  lower  duty,  fliall  not  be  pleaded 
or  givea  in  evidence  in  any  court, 
or  be  available  in  law  or  equity. 
And  any  perfon  counterfeiting  the 
above  ftamps  is  guilty  of  felony. 

D'luer,  5  th.  Yeftcrday  evening 
about  half  pad  nine  o'clock,  their 
Royal  HighnefTes  the  Duke  and 
duchefs  of  Gloucefler  arrived  at 
the  Ship  inn,  where  they  fupped 
and  flept,  and  this  day  at  twelve 
o'clock  embarked  on  board  one  of 
the  paflage  yachts  for  Calais, 
Their  royal  highneffes  were  fa- 
lutcd  by  the  cannon  at  the  calUe 
and  forts. 

This  day  Lord  John  Cavendifh 
rcfigned  the  office  of  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  as  likewife  did 
Mr.  Fox  the  office  of  fecretary  of 
ftate, 

y-  ,  Yefterday  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Allen  furrendered  himfelf  at 
the  Seffions-houfe,  in  the  Old- 
Eailey,  when  he  and  Robert  Mor- 
ris, Efq.  were  indifted  for  the 
wilful  murder  of  Lloyd  Dulany, 
Kfq. — Mr.  JuiHce  Buller,  in  his 
charge  to  the  jury,  obfcrved,  that 
the  cafe  before  them  coafiiled  of 
two  parts — law  and  fad.  As  to 
the  law,  there  is  not,  nor  ever 
was  a  doubt,  that  where  two  per- 
fons  meet  together  deliberately  to 
fight  a  duel,  and  one  of  them  is 
killed,  the  other  is  guilty  of 
murder,  and  his  fecond  likewife. 
In  rcfpeft  to  the  fads,  he  ftated 
that  the  quarrel  arofe  from  a  cir- 
cumlbnce  of  three  years  Itanding  ; 
a  paragraph  called  *  charaders  of 
principal  men  in  rebellion,'  pub- 
lilhed  in  the  Morning  Port,  June 
29,  1779,  referred  to  the  ift  and 
5th  of  July  the  fame  year,  and 
now  recognized  by  the  prifoner 
Allen,  in  a  letter  proved  to  be  his 


hand-writing,  avowing  himfelf 
the  author  of  thofe  charadeis,  re- 
torting the  charge  of  liar  and  af- 
faffin  upon  the  deceafed,  telling 
him  he  did  not  mean  to  difpute 
with,  but  to  punifli  him  ;  and  if 
he  (the  deceafed)  harboured  any 
refentnient,  or  defire  of  revenge, 
the  hearer  (Morris)  would  put  him 
in  the  way  of  putting  it  in  imme- 
diate execution ;  this  brought  on 
fundry  verbal  meffages,  ai;d  at 
lall,  on  the  1 8th  of  June,  a  meet- 
ing of  Mr.  Dulany,  Mr.  L)clan- 
cey,  his  fecond,  and  Mr.  Morris, 
from  whence  they  want  to  a  Mr. 
Wogden's,  gun-maker,  to  get 
Mr.  Allen's  piltols  charged  ;  and 
about  half  paft  nine  in  the  even- 
ing, after  meafuring  eight  yards, 
dilcharged  each  their  piilols,  when 
the  deceafed  fell. 

Mr.  Delancey  faid,  that  Mr. 
Morris  repeatedly  urged  deferring 
the  duel  till  the  next  day.  One 
Lydia  Lepine  depofcd  that  fhe 
faw  the  prifoner  Allen  fliooting  at 
a  mark  in  a  field  near  Black 
Friars-bridge,  with  piftol?,  be- 
tween eleven  and  twelve  on  the 
1 8th  of  June.  Her  mailer  and 
his  fon  confirmed  the  fad,  but 
could  not  Uvear  pofitively  to  the 
perfon.  His  lordfhip  concluded 
with  obferviug,  that  a  millaken 
point  of  honour  was  not  to  bias 
the  judges  and  the  jury  in  fuch  a 
cafe. 

The  jury  withdrew  about  20 
minutes,  and  brought  in  a  verdid, 
AHen,  Guilty  of  Man-flaughter  ; 
Morris,  Not  Guilty. 

Mr.  Recorder  then,  after  a  pa- 
thetic fpeech,  pronounced  fen- 
tence  on  Mr.  Allen,  of  1  s.  fine, 
and  to  be  imprifoned  fix  months 
in  Newgate. 

Bamber    Gafcoigne,    fen.    Efq. 
[0]  3  and 
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permit  Thomas  Earl  of  Clarendon 
to  accept  the  honour  of  bearing 
the  Pruffian  eagle  as  a  mantle  to 
his  arms  ;  an  honour  conferred  on 
his  lordfliip  as  a  mark  of  his  Pruf- 
fian Majeity's  remembranjce  and 
efteem. 

Died,  on  Monday,  July  2,  af- 
ter a  flxjrt  illnefs,  at  his  houfe  at 
Wimbleton,  the  moft  noble  Charles 
Watfon  Wentworth,  Marquis  of 
Rockingham,  Ear!  of  Malton,  Vif- 
count  Higham  of  High  am  Fer- 
rars,  Baron  Rockingham  of  Rock- 
ingham, Baron  of  Malton,  and  of 
Worth  and  Harrowden  in  Englandj 
and  Earl  and  Baron,  of  Mahon 
in  Ireland. 

The  noble  Marquis  was  born  on 
the  l3ch  of  May,    1730.     He  took 
his  feat  in  the  Englifh  parliament 
or:  the  deceafe  of  his  father  Thomas, 
the   iiril  Marquis  of  Rockingham, 
on  the  22d  of  May,  1751  ;    and  on 
July    9     following   was    conllituted 
Lord  Lieutenant  and    Cuftos   Ro- 
tulcrum   of  the    North    and    Weft. 
Ridings  of  the  county  of  York   by 
the    lace    king,  to   whom    he     was 
one    of  the   Lords    of    the    Bed- 
chamber, in    which   polls   be    was 
continued    by  his  prefent   majefty, 
at    vvhoie   "coronation,     Sept.     zi. 
176 1,    as  Deputy  to    the  Duke    of 
Nortblk    (Lord   of    the   Manor  of 
VVork(op)   he   prefented    him  with 
a  right-hand  glove  before  his  re- 
ceiving the  fceptre  with  the  crofs 
from    the    Archbifliop   of   Canter- 
bury,  and  afterwards    occafionally 
fupported  his  majefiy's  right  hand. 
His  Icrdfnip  alfo,    after   the    king 
was    enthroned,   and   whilft  he  re- 
ceived   the   homage    of  the    Peers 
Spiritual   and   Temporal,    held,  as 
Deputy  aforelaid,  the  faid  fceptre 
with   the    crofs,    and   which    hav- 
ing  re  delivered,    pronounced   the 

words 
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and  two  ladies,  proved  an  alibi 
as  to  the  ihooting  at  a  mark  ; 
and  they,  as  well  as  the  Lords 
Bateman,  Mountmorres,  and  feve- 
ral  other  perfuns,  gave  Allen  an 
excellent  charai^ter,  Mr.  Morris 
bro'jght    no    witnefTes. 

This  morning,  at  nine  o'clock, 
came  on  at  thj  Seilions-houfe,  in 
the  Old  Bailey,  the  trials  of 
George  and  Jofeph  Wefton,  for 
the  robbery  of  the  Briltol  mail,  in 
Jan.  1780;  when  after  the  exami- 
nation of  a  number  of  witnefles, 
which  lalted  till  half  paft  1 2  o'clock, 
nothing  appearing  to  prove  tneir 
guilt,  they  were  both  acquitted  oi 
that  fad,  but  tried  immediately 
on  another  indiftment,  for  forg- 
ing an  indoriement  in  the  name 
of  John  Wood,  on  the  back  of  a 
bank  poil-bill,  and  putting  It  ofr, 
at  the  Dun  Horfe  in  the  Borough  ; 
but  nothing  appearing  alfo  to  cri- 
minate Jofeph  in  relbed  to  this 
matter,  he  was  acquitted,  and 
George  capitally  corwided.  Jo- 
feph was  afterwards  tried  for 
fhootlng  at  a  man  with  a  piitol,  in 
Cock-lane,  on  Tuefday  lail,  as  he 
was  making  his  efcape ;  and  be- 
ing tried  on  the  black  ad,  was  ca- 
pitally  convidled. 

This  day  the  combined 
fleets  of  France  ana  Spain 
were  fecn  W.  S.  W.  from  the  Li- 
zard,  diilant  about   13  leagues. 

The  London  Gazette  of  this 
day  conlirms  the  account  of  the 
furrend^-r  of  the  Bahama  Iflands 
to  the  arms  of  Spiin,  on  capitula- 
tion. And  the  New  York  Gazette 
afferts,  that,  by  orders  from  the 
Court  of  France,  the  French  Rag 
has  been  hoifted  at  St.  Euflatius, 
in  place  of  that  of  the  United 
Provinces. 

The  king  has  been  pleafed    to 
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words  of  the  homage  for  -  all  the 
Marquiffes.  He  was  eledlcd 
Knight  of  the  Garter,  with  Earl 
Temple,  on  February  4,  1760,  and 
inrtalled  on  May  6  following. 

His  lordlhip,  in  1763,  reHgned 
his  offices  of  Lord  of  the  Bed- 
chamber, Lord  Lieutenant  and 
Cuftos  Rotulorum  of  the  aforefaid 
Ridings  of  Y'^rklltire,  on  account 
of  the  fyftem  of  the  Earl  of  I>ute  ; 
but  he  was  appointed  Firit  L'jrd 
of  the  Treaiury,  in  the  roono  of 
the  Right  Hon.  George  Grenville, 
on  July  20,  1765,  aud  was  again 
ap  ointcd  Lord  Lieutenant  ot  the 
Well  Riding  of  YorkOiire,  kc, 
and  during  this  adminiilration, 
the  charaderiftic  of  which  was  the 
repeal  of  the  llamp-ad,  he  dif- 
played  *  fuch  found  principles, 
fuch  an  enlargement  of  mind,  fuch 
clear  and  fagacious  fenfe,  and 
fucli  unlhaken  fortitude,  as  to 
bind  a  moll  extenfive  and  honour- 
able party  of  men,  by  an  inviolable 
attachment  to  him  from  that  time 
forward.' 

The  intrigues  of  that  faflion, 
which  were  then  in  oppofition, 
growing  violent,  the  Marquis  re- 
ligned  his  place  of  Firll  Lord  of 
the  Treafury,  on  Auguil  i,  1766  ; 
and  during  the  whole  of, •■he  minif- 
try  of  the  different  men  who  re- 
fumed  the  meafures  of  coercion, 
he  aded  a  zf;alous  and  decifive 
part.  The  noble  Marquis  was, 
on  the  late  important  revolution, 
called  again  to  the  place  of  Firll 
Lord  of  the  Treafury  ;  and,  to  the 
great  and  alarming  misfortune  of 
his  country,  they  are  thus  fud- 
denly  deprived  of  his  fervices, 
when  their  confequence  and  value 
were  juii  beginning   to  be  felt. 

His    lordlhip  married,    on    Fe- 


bruary 26,  1752,  Mary,  daughter 
and  heir  of  Thumas  B.ighr,  of 
Badfwcrth,  in  com.  Ebor.  E'q. 
uncle  to  Lord  RavenJvvorth,  but 
has  left  no  ifiue. 

The  Marquis  of  Rockingham 
having  diec^  vvithcut  iflue,  the 
title  becomes  extind  ;  the  Earl  of 
Fitzwiiliam,  his  n.phew,  who  is 
a  Lord  of  Parliament,  becomes 
.;eir  to  a  great  part  of  his  iord- 
Ihip's  fortune  in  Ei.gland  and  Ire- 
land. 

1  Lall     Satu  dny     the     re- 

^  '  mains  of  the  Marquib  of 
Rockingham,  afier  lying  in  great 
and  foiemn  Hate  at  York,  were 
interred  in  the  minlter  with  his 
noble  anceftors.  The  concourfe 
of  the  principal  people  'rom  all 
parts  of  the  country,  to  pay  the 
lail  tribute  of  aff^  ftion  to  his 
manes,  was  immenle  beyond  ex- 
ample. The  great  bell  at  thj  ca- 
thedral tolled  every  minute  on 
Friday,  both  day  and  night. 


AUGUST. 

„  Advice  was  roceived  of  the 
fafe  arrival  of  the  fleet  from 
Jam.iica,  under  convoy  ot  Sir  Peter 
Parker,  in  the  Sandwich  of  90 
guns,  in  which  fhip  came  the 
Count  de  GrafTe.  A  letter  re- 
ceived from  an  officer  on  board 
the  Namur,  takes  notice  of  the 
narrow  efiape  of  that  ihip  by  the 
Merfey  llcre  Ihip  taking  hre,  and 
then  f.dling  a- drift  among  the 
fleet  in  Port  Royal  harbour,  all 
in  flanies  ;  fhe  miraculoufly  pafled 
them  all  except  th"  Namui,  which 
was  fo  entangled  with  her,  as  li- 
terally to  fmge  her  beard  ;  her 
fails  and  rigging  were  on  fire,  and 
[0]  4  every 
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every  boat  in  the  fleet  got  out  to 
lave  ihe  men,  when  by  cutting 
Ihe  drove  clear. 

^  ,  This  day  Sir  Henry  Flet- 
*  *  cher,  Bart,  was  chofen  chair- 
man of  the  Kail:  India  company  in 
the  room  of  Robert  Gregory,  Efq. 
who,  to  the  regret  of  the- whole 
body  of  propriecers,  has  difquali- 
fied  on  account  of  his  bad  ftate  of 
health. 

,         WednefJay  Count  de  Grafle 
^     *  with  his  fuiie  landed  on  South 
Sea   Common,   Portfmouth,   where 
carriages   had   been    procured     by 
Vice   Admiral    Sir    Peter   Parker, 
who  conduclid  them  to  the  George, 
where    a    moit    fumptuous    dinner 
had  been   procured  for  him  and  his 
i'uite  by  Sir  Peter,  who  entertained 
him  and  his  officers  at  his  own  ex- 
pence,    until   the    Count  had   per- 
miifion  to   go    to    London,    which 
was  not  till  Friday  morning,  v.'hen 
he  fet  off  with  his   fuire,  attended 
by     the   admiral,   who  had   previ- 
cufly  fent  an  exprefs  to  the  George 
at    Godalmin,    to    prepare    dinner 
and   beds,  and  on    Saturday  morn- 
ing  they   purfued    their    route    to 
Mrs.     Nugent's     (the    mother    of 
Lady    Parker)     in     Queen-fquare, 
Weftminller,    where    they    arrived 
about   three  o'clock,  from  whence 
Count  de  Gralfe  walked  up  to   the 
Royal   Hotel  in  Pall-mall. 

Count  De  Gralfe  is  the  firft 
commander  in  chief  of  a  French 
fleet  or  army,  who  has  beeri  pri- 
foner  in  England  fince  the  reign 
of  Qut'cn  Anne,  when  Marechal 
Tallard  was  t  ikcn  by  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  and  confined  to  the 
town  and  environs  of  Nottingham. 
Marechal  De  Belkille,  indeed,  and 
Ms  brother,  the  Chevalier,  were 
pritoners  with  us   the    war   before 


laft,  and  were  confined   in   Wind- 
for  tower,    but  they    were   not  in 
command  when   taken;  they  were 
merely    as     palTengers     travelling 
through    Hanover,   on   their    way, 
indeed,  to  take  a  command,  where 
they  were   flopped,   and  fent  pri- 
foners  to  England. 
^  ,         The  two  pirates,  Ryan  and 
'^"  McCarthy,       condemned     in 
March  laft,  and  who  have  been  in 
prifon     upwards    of     i8    months, 
have  received  his  majefty's  pardon. 
,         About   four    in    the    after- 
9    •  noon,     a    gentleman     calling 
at  Mrs.  Fortefcue's  at  Tottenham- 
green,  was  furprized  on  knocking 
at   the  door  to  find  no  admittance. 
Sufpeding    fomething    wrong,    he 
procured      a      peace-oflicer,     and 
forced  an  entrance  into  the  houfe, 
when  he  found  the  two  maids  tied 
one  to  one  bedilead,  and  the  other 
to    another    bedilead,    in    feparate 
rooms,    and   the   houfe    robbed   of 
plate  and   effcdls  to   the   value   of 
500I.      Mrs.    Fortefcue     and    her 
daughter  were  out  on  a  tea-vifit. 

,  This  day  came  on  at  Win^ 

^°^  '  cheller,  by  fpecial  commif- 
fion,  before  the  Hon.  Mr.  Jullice 
Heath,  the  trial  of  David  Tyrie, 
for  high  treafon,  for  holding  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  enemy.  The 
principal  witnefTes  againft  him 
were, 

I.  Maria  Harvey,  who  having 
a  packet  of  papers  put  into  her 
care  with  a  particular  charge,  had 
the  curiofity  to  look  into  the  con- 
tents, and  finding  them  of  a  dan- 
gerous nature,  as  ihe  thought, 
took  them  to  Mr.  Page  of  Weft- 
minller, who  carried  them  to  the 
fecretary  ofllatc.  The  papers  were 
produced  ;  confifting  of  copies  of 
papers  called  the  AV.-i;^  Progrcfes, 

con«, 
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containing  lifts  of  the  navy,  with 
the  fituation  and  ftate  of  repair  of 
each  ftiip.  Alfo  a  plan  for  a  regu- 
lar courfe  of  intelligence,  and  the 
terms  on  which  fuch  intelligence 
might  be  obtained  from  every  pub- 
lic ofHce  and  every  public  dock- 
yard, 

2.  Mr.  Voweil,  ftationer,  of  Lon- 
don, to  whom  he  was  clerk,  went 
to  prove  his  hand- writing. 

3.  Capt.  James  proved  an  a- 
greement  with  him  to  go  to  Bou- 
logne for  wines,  at  1 5  guineas  a 
trip.  He  alfo  produced  letters 
which  he  was  to  deliver  to  the  com- 
mandant of  the  port,  and  a  pafT- 
porc  from  Boulogne  to  Cherburgh. 
Thefe  contained  intelligence  of  the 
failing  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft  India 
fleets,  and  of  other  important  mat- 
ters. 

He  had  little  to  fay  in  his  de- 
fence, but  that  what  he  had  col- 
Icded  was  no  more  than  was  daily 
to  be  gleaned  from  the  public  pa- 
pers, and  that  his  intelligence  was 
direded  to  particular  friends,  who 
he  knew  would  make  no  ill  ufe  of 
it,  and  that  it  rather  led  to  de- 
ceive the  enemy,  and  to  miflead 
them,  than  to  give  any  true  in- 
formation. The  judge  and  jury 
were,  however,  of  anothr  opi- 
nion, and  found  him  guilty.— 
After  he  left  Mr.  Voweil,  he  went 
into  partnerfhip  in  the  mercantile 
line,  and  had  arrived  to  fuch  high 
credit,  as  once  to  put  up  for 
member  for  Hindon.  He  after- 
wards procured  a  place  in  the 
Navy-office  at  Portfmouth,  which 
proved    his  ruin. 

Advice   was   received  at 


J5th. 


the    admiralty   of    the   fafe 


arrival  of  the  Leeward  Ifland  fleet, 
under  convoy  of  the  Prcftgn  ?.nd 
lloebuck  men  of  war, 


16th. 


About  two  in  the  morn- 


ing the  moft  dreadful  fall 
of  rain  began  at  Dublin  and  its 
neighbourhood,  that  was  ever  re- 
membered in  that  country.  It  con- 
tinued for  fourteen  hours,  with  a 
violence  that  was  truly  alarming. 
The  diftreflTes  of  the  inhabitants 
in  different  parts  of  Dublin  are 
beyond  defcription.  Rings  -  end 
bridge  was  borne  down  by  the 
flood. 
J,  ,  Letters     from     Holland, 

of  this  day's  date,  bring  a 
melancholy  acoount  of  the  efi'efts 
of  the  cold  and  wet  weather,  which 
have  deftroyed  the  hopes  conceived 
of  a  plentiful  harvcft  all  along  the 
coafts  of  the  Rhine. 

n  Com  mod.   Hotham,  with 

eight  fail  of  the  line,  and 
two  frigates,  failed  from  Portf- 
mouth,  as  is  fuppofed  for  the  North 
Seas,  to  convoy  home  the  Baltic 
fleet. 

This  day  Mr.  Bofanquet  was  cho- 
fen  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Eaft 
India  Company,  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
Gregory,  who  dilqualified. 

,  This  night's  London  Ga- 

^  '  zette,  in  an  article  from 
Conftantinople,  gives  a  moft  me- 
lancholy account  of  the  ravages 
of  the  plague  in  that  ciy  and  its 
neighbourhood.  But  what  aggra- 
vates that  calamity,  is  a  moft  dread- 
ful fire  that  broke  out  there  on 
the  29th  of  July,  in  the  quarter 
called  the  Balatta,  moftly  inha- 
bited by  Jews.  As  the  wind  was 
rather  high,  the  flames  fprcad  with 
fuch  rapidity,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  every  efR>rt,  in  about  three 
hours  the  whole  city  was  threat- 
ened with  deftrudion.  It  is  ira- 
pofTible  to  paint  the  horrid  fcene 
exhibited  by  this  alarming  conila- 
gration,  which  raged  with  equal 
violcnc? 
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Tiolence  for  about  15  hours,  r.nd 
fpread  through  one  of  the  molt 
inhabited  par^s  of  the  town.  The 
number  of  houfes  deliroyed  is  com- 
puted at  ic.ooo,  befides  mofques, 
churches,  and  other  public  edi- 
£ccs. —  -\t  three  o'clock  P.  M.  the 
£re,  which  had  appeared  nearly 
extinguillied,  broke  out  anew,  in 
three  diltinct  places,  and  proceeded 
5n  different  diredlions.  The  wind, 
which  had  fallen,  became  again 
pretty  high,  and  the  greateft  ap- 
prehenuons    were    entertained    for 

the  fate  of  the  city.     The  Grand 

Sigoior,  Vi7Jr,  and  all  the  Gran- 
dees, attended  17  hours,  to  en- 
courage the  exertions  of  the  people 

to  check  the  progrcfs  of  the  flames. 

Subf-quent  advices  reduce  the  num- 
ber of  houics  burnt  to  9000. 

On    Thur(da.y   night    an 

^^'■'*'  exprefs  arrived  at  the  ad- 
miralty ojgic^,  which  brought  the 

melancholy  news  of  the  lois  cf  the 

Royal  George,  of  lOO  guns,  with 

the  greateft  part  of  her  crew.     The 

•llup  was  careening  at  S pithead,  and 

many  of  her  gun:-  being  removed  to 

op.e   fide,  fome  of  her  upper   ports 

being  open,  and  near  the  water's 

edge,  a  iudden  gull  ot  wind  over- 

■fet  her,  and  ihe  went  to  the  bottom 

v.i'h  about  400  of  her  crew,  and,-  it 

i,  fuppofed,  at  lead  as  many  women 

and  children.   The  captain  and  two 
'  lieutenants,  with  about   300   men, 

arefavcd,  but  we  are  very  forry  to 

Jearn,   that  Adm.  Kenipenfelt   was 
■    among  the   number   ot   thofe   tha: 

perifhed. 

Sheernefs,    which  for   ages     has 

fufFered  great   inconvenience   from 

want    of  water,  is  new   plentifully 

fupplied  from   a  fpring  which  was 

diicovered  by    digging  a  well     at 

the  inftance  of  the  garrifon.     After 

feveral   days  labour,  they  came  to 

a   rocky    bottom,    which    was    no 


fooner  broken  through,  than  the 
water  flowed  in  fo  plentifully,  that 
the  workmen  were  with  difficulty 
faved. 

Died    fuddenly,    at  Kingfgate, 
near    Margate,    aged  43,    Robert 
Child,  of  Ollcrley  Park,  Middle- 
fex,  Efq.    M.   P.    for  Wells.      By 
his  will,  we  hear,  he  has  given   all 
his  efiates,  both  real  and  perfonal, 
to  Mrs.  Child,  Mr.  Lovelace,  Mr. 
Dent,  Mr.  Church,  and  Mr.  Key- 
fall,  his  partners,  in   truft,   for  the 
purpofe  of  paying  all  his  partner- 
Ihip  debts,  and  for  carrying  on  the 
buhnefs    as    ufual    at   the  houfe  at 
Temple-bar,  and   has  made   them 
executors.     He  has  alfo   left  Mrs. 
Child  6000 1.  a  year,  2000 1.  a  year 
to    Lady  Weftmoreland,    his   only 
child,  and  12,000  1.  to  each  of  her 
ladyfhip's    younger  children    down 
to  the  twelfth,  except  the  fecond, 
to  whom  he  has  left  the  refidue  of 
his  fortune,  which,  it  is  imagined, 
will  be  nearly  equal  to  that    parti- 
cularly   devifed.      He    hath    died 
v.'orth  15,000!.  per  annum  in  land- 
ed property,    exclufive  of  his    feat 
at  Olterley  Park,  which  is  deemed 
the  moft  fuperb  and  elegant  thing 
of  its  kind   in  England.  His  fhare 
of  the  profits  in  the   banking  bufi- 
nefb  has  never    been   ellimated   at 
lefs,  for  fbme  years,  than  30,000  1. 
per  annum,  which    immenie  addi- 
tion he    poffciled  alio  the  right  of 
bequeathing    in    common  with  his 
other  property. 


S  E  P  T  E  M  B  E  R. 


2d 


The   parliamemt,    which 
ftocd    prorogued  to  the  3d 
inftant,    was  further  prorogued    to 
Oftober  10. 

The    foundation  (lone  of  a  new 
bridge  over   the  river  Peafe,   near 

the 


CHRONICLE. 


the  old  Camda,  Edinburg,  was 
laid.  The  centre  arch  is  to  be 
123  feet  in  height. 

.  Capt.  Thornborough,  late 
^^^'  commander  of  his  majeily's 
frigate  Le  Blonde,  arrived  in  town 
with  an  account  of  the  Icfs  of  that 
fliip.  He  had  been  cruizing  for 
fome  time  off  Bolton  for  the  only 
fhip  of  war  the  congrefs  are  in 
pofleffion  of;  inftead  of  which  he 
had  taken  a  large  vcfiel,  mounting 
22  guns,  laden  with  marts  and 
flores  for  the  French  fleet,  and 
was  towing  her  into  port,  when, 
unfortunately,  the  Blonde  ftruck 
upon  fome  rocks,  and  was  entire- 
ly loft.  The  prize,  fearing  the 
fame  fate,  purfued  her  courfe, 
and  is  fafe  arrived  at  Halifax. — 
By  means  of  a  raft,  the  crew  of 
the  Blonde  got  to  a  barren  un- 
inhabited ifland,  where  they  con- 
tinued two  days  in  the  utmoft 
diftrefs,  when  providentially  they 
were  feen  and  taken  off  by  two 
American  cruifers,  who  landed 
them  near  New  York,  in  gratitude 
to  Capt  Thornborough,  for  the 
ge«",erous  and  humane  treatment 
he  had  fliewn  to  the  prifoners  he 
bad  on  board  when  he  met  with 
the  unhappy  dif.ifter.  When  he 
•left  New  York  there  we/j  twelve 
American  Privateers  cruiiing  there 
to  intercept  the  trade. 

,  Was  executed  at  Hereford 
'  ■  gallows,  one  John  Webb, 
for  having  plundered  a  Venetian 
veficl  driven  on  Ihore  on  the  coaft 
of  G!amorganfl\ire  by  diilrefs, 
fome  time  in  November  laft. — 
This,  it  is  hoped,  will  put  a  final 
ftop  to  that  inhuman  praftice  of 
plundering  fliips  wrecked  upon  the 
coaft. 

I         A   court  martial   was  held 
°    ■  on     board    the  Warfpite,    at 
8 
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Portfmouth,  on  Capt.  Waghorne, 
for  the  lofs  of  the  Royal  George, 
when  he  was  honourably  acquitted. 
A  carpenter  on  board,  who  efcaped, 
declared,  that  the  fhip  went  down 
fo  fuddenly,  that  he  had  only  time 
to  tell  his  brother  that  (he  was 
finking.  It  alfo  appeared  that  Qie 
was  fo  old  and  rotten,  that  when 
a  plank  llarted  not  a  peg  would 
hold  together. 

The  fame  day  the  body  of  Mr. 
Saunders,  the  fir.t  lieutenant,  was 
taken  up  under  the  ftern  of  the 
Montagu  Indiaman,  at  the  Mo- 
therbank.  His  gold  watch  was  in 
his  fob,  and  5  1.  15  s.  6  d.  in  his 
pocket. 

Portfmouth,  nth.  This  morning 
failed  the  following  (hips,  viz. 

Ships.  Guns.     Commanders. 

fAdm.  Ld   Howe        /   / 

S  AdiTi.  B'^vrington 
L  Cant.  Hill. 


Viaoiy 
Britannia 


o  S  Adm.  Hood 

^Mcapt.: 


^^'"  ^''ZCapt.Dornet. 

Adas  98      Capt.   Vandeput 

Princefs  Royal  98      Capt.  Falconer 

r^  \  Adm.  Milbank 

Ocean  90  ■{  ^    .    t>- 

Blenheim  90      Capt.  Duncan 

Union  90      Capt.  Diirvmple 

T>  ■       r    A      1-  o     S  Adm.  Htijhes 

Fnncels  Amelia  84  ■<  ^    ^  „     ^  1  j 
^  L  Capt.  Reynolds 

Cambridge  84.  Stewart 

Royal  VVilliam  84.  Allen 

Foudroyant  84.  Jar\is 

Alexander  74  Longford 

Bellona  74  Onilo.v 

Berwick  74  Phipps 

Courageux  74  Muigrave 

Egmont  74  Fer;:;iilbn 

t7  1  V  Com.  Hothanx 

Edgar  74-Jcapt.  Cayley 

Foniuide  74  K-ppel 

Ganges  74  Fieuling 

(ioliah  74  Parker 

Sutfolk  74  Home 

Vengeance  74  I^t.utr.iy 

Alia  64  Biyih 

Bien- 


120]       ANNUAL    REGISTER,  17S2. 


Bicnfaifant  64.     Capt.  Ilowarth 

Crown  64.  Reeves 

Polyplicmus  64.  Finch 

Ruby  6+  Collins 

RiKlbnable  64.  Ld  Hnrvcy 

Sampfon  64  Harvey 

Vigilant  64  Douglas 

Buifalo  60  Hol.oway 

Panther  60  Simonton 

Brillol  50  Burney 

MIneiva  38  Pakenham 

Latona  38  Conway 

Monriciir  36  Finch 

Andromache         34.  Byron 

Recovery  32  Bertie 

Diana  32  Caldcr 

Proferpine  i8  Taylor 

Terniagant  24  Stirling 

Pluto,  Tifiplione  and  Spitfire  fire-fliips. 

At  the  fame  time  failed  the  trade 
and  tranfports  for  Gibraltar,  out- 
ward bound  Eaft  and  Weft  India 
fleets,  and  Heart  of  Oak  armed 
fliip. 

On  board  of  the  grand  fleet, 
which  has  failed  for  the  relief 
of  Gibraltar,  there  are  fix  re- 
giments, which  are  to  aft  as  ma- 
rines;  the  2d,  Z5th,  29th,  6ii\, 
6zd,  and  another  vvhofe  number 
we  could  not  learn.  The  25ih  and 
59th  are  intended  to  be  left  as  a 
reinforcement  to  the  garrifon  ;  and 
the  others,  it  is  thought,  will  be 
fent  with  the  naval  detachment, 
OBder  Alexander  Hood,  Efq.  to 
the  Weft  Indies. 

The  following  letter  was  re- 
ceived by  the  Recorder  of  London, 
at  the.  Scflions-houle  in  the  Old- 
Bailey,  from  the  Right  Hon.  I'ho- 
mas  Townfond,  one  of  his  maje- 
lly's  piincipal  fecretaries  of  Hate  : 
Si  r, 

I  have  the  king's  commands  to 
fignify  to  you  his  pleafure,  that, 
confidering  the  great  number  of 
robberies  that  have  been  lately 
committed,  and  attended  with  adls 
of  great  cruelty,  you  fhould  report 
to  him  in  council,  as  foon  as  rof- 


fible,  upon  fuch  cafes  as  (hall  ap- 
pear to  you  to  call  for  immediate 
punifhment. 

I  have  it  likewjfe  in  charge  to 
acquaint  you,  that,  in  order  to 
deter  perfons  from  being  guilty 
of  fuch  ads  of  cruelty,  his  majefty 
has  determined  to  grant  no  pardon 
or  refpite  to  any  perfon  convided 
of  fuch  offences,  on  any  folicita- 
tion  whatever. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
great  regard.  Sir,  your  moil  obe- 
dient humble  fervant. 

T.    TOWNSEND. 

Mf-  Recorder  of  London. 

,  Captain  TroUope,  com- 
^"^^  ■  mander  of  his  majefiy's 
fhip  Rainbow,  having  failed  from 
Plymouth  on  the  2d  inllant,  to 
join  Commodore  Elliot,  fell  in 
with,  and  captured  the  Hebe,  a 
French  frigate  of  40  guns,  28  of 
which  were  French  18-pounders. 
She  bad  failed  from  St.  Maloes 
the  day  before  with  a  convoy  for 
Breft,  which,  during  the  chace, 
got  into  Morlalx.  She  was  com- 
manded by  M.  de  Vigny,  of  the 
order  of  St.  Louis,  who  was  (light- 
ly wounded  ;  their  fecond  captain 
and  4  men  killed,  their  wheel  fliot 
away,  and  foremall  badly  wounded, 
which  was  the  only  damage.  She 
gave  only  one  broadfide,  and  ftruck. 
The  Rainbow  had  only  one  man 
killed. 

,  An     exprefs    arrived    ia 

'  '  town  with  advice  that  the 
Dutch  fleet,  confilling  of  17  fail, 
1 4  of  which  were  iwo-deckers,  fail- 
ed from  the  Texel  early  on  the  1 5  th  ; 
but  what  their  objed  is,  time  muft 
difcover. 

n  This  morning  an  exprefs 

arrived  at  the  admiralty  with 

the  agreeable   news  of  the   Baltic 

fleet,  confining   of  ^40  fail,  being 

fafe 
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fafe  arrived  off  Flamborougli  head, 
under  convoy  of  two  or  three  fri- 
gates, a  floop,  and  a  cutter. 

,  On  the  2ift  of  Auguft, 

^5^"*  at  9  P.  M.  a  moft  dreadful 
fire  broke  out  at  Conllantinople. 
A  ftrong  N.  E.  wind  blowing,  the 
flames  fpread  with  fuch  rapidity 
that  there  was  no  approaching 
with  the  engines.  It  continued 
burning  till  the  24th  at  10  A.  M. 
'i  he  ieven  towers,  the  Janizary 
Aga's  palace,  moll  of  the  fine 
buildings  and  mofques,  are  de- 
ftroyed,  and  full  one  halfofCon- 
ftantinople.  The  fire  round  two 
large  mofques  was  fo  very  violent, 
that  fonie  hundred  miferable  ob- 
jedls  who  had  taken  refuge  th-re 
were  deftroyed.  Towards  the  fea 
the  flames  formed  a  fcmicircle, 
and  reachf'd  on  each  fide  to  the 
water's  edge,  when  clofing  by  de- 
grees, the  poor  fufferers  who  were 
within  the  circle,  from  iis  vaft  ex- 
tent unacquainted  with  the  cir- 
cumftancc,  were  at  lalt  driven  on 
each  other,  and  faw  nothing  left 
but  the  fea  for  a  refuge ;  many 
flew  to  it,  and  thofe  that  had 
llrength,  and  were  fortunate  e- 
nough  to  be  where  it  was  Qial- 
low,  furvlved  :  but  thofe  who 
could  not  Hand  twelve  hours  in 
the  water,  expofed  to  the  waves 
on  one  fide,  and  the  fcorching  heat 
of  the  fire  on  the  other,  funk 
under  it,  were  firlt  drowned  and 
then  burnt,  by  being  thrown  upon 
Ihore.  Thofe  who  were  in  fitu- 
ations  that  were  deep,  were  molHy 
drowned.  —  Some  poor  wretches 
had  fallencd  thcmfelves  to  boards, 
in  hopcj  of  floating,  but  the  waves 
throwing  them  on  fliore,  they  vvere 
burnt  to  death.  The  Grand  Vizir 
is  fince  depofed. 


Duhlhi,  30.  The  follovving  gen- 
tlemen have  each  undei  taken  to 
raife  a  regiment  of  Fencibles  ia 
Ireland,  for  the  defence  of  the 
country  :  R,  Talbot,  Efq.  co- 
Dublin  ;  M.  Archdell,  Efq.  co. 
Fermanah;  T.  Dawfon,  Efq.  co. 
Armagh  ;  W.  K.  French,  b  fq.  co. 
Galway  ;  A.  Blennerhaflet,  Efq, 
CO.  Kerry  ;  Lord  Inchiquin,  co. 
Kerry.  Each  regiment  to  confift 
of  eight  companies  to  be  raifed 
by  the  officers  without  levy-money 
allowed  them.  The  Col.  to  raife 
100.     Lieut.  Col.  60.     Major  45. 

5  Captains  30  each.  i  Capt. 
Lieut.  20.    9  Lieutenants    13  each. 

6  Enfigns  7  each,  i  Chap  1  Adj. 
1  Surgeon.  16  Serjeants.  16  Cor- 
porals. i6  Drummers.  2  Fifers. 
500  Privates.  In  all  557.  Govern- 
ment to  provide  accoutrements,  and 
the  relpcdive  Colonels  to  afllga 
the  oiF  reckonings  for  the  cloath- 
ing  in  the  ufaal  manner.  Arms 
to  be  delivered  by  the  ordnance. 
From  the  day  of  their  being  re- 
ported complete,  if  within  four 
months  from  the  day  of  their  beat- 
ing orders,  they  are  to  be  put  upon 
the  eflablifhment,  and  paid  from 
the  date  of  their  beating  orders. 
Tiie  officers  to  keep  their  refpeftive 
quotas  complete  at  the  price  of 
their  commiffions. 

OitD,  At  Dunkirk,  Catharine 
Daubenbulke,  a  native  of  Flanders, 
aged  107  years,  3  months,  and  16 
days. 

At  Poplar,  Mrs.  Coles,  who  dur- 
ing the  laft  war  ferved  on  board  fe- 
vj^ral  men  of  war  as  a  failor.  After 
her  diicharge,  upon  a  fmall  fortune 
dv'volving  to  her,  flie  refumed  the 
female  character,  and  was  from 
that  time  confidered  as  a  very  polite 
and  elegant  woman. 

O  C  T  O- 
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OCTOBER. 

This  morning  arrived  at 
Plymouth,  the  London,  Capt. 
Obrien,  from  London,  for  Ja- 
mHica,  with  king's  ftores.  She 
parted  from  Lord  Howe's  fleet  on 
the  28th  of  September  in  lat.  48 : 
35,  long  12:  36,  being  fo  leaky 
fte  coald  not  purfue  her  voyage, 
owing  to  heavy  gales  and  contrary 
winds,  which  the  whole  fleet  had 
been  expofed  to  ever  fir.ce  they  left 
the  channel,  but  had  fullered  no  ma- 
terial dan'iage. 

,  A  chapter  of  the  mofl:  noble 
3  "  order  of  the  Garter  was  held 
for  inverting  the  moll  nob'e  Charles 
Duke  of  Rutland  with  the  enfigns 
of  that  molt  noble  order. 

,  A    proclamation   was    this 

^  day  ifiued  for  the  meeting  of 
parliament  on  the  26th  day  of  No- 
vember. \ 

,  The  firft  news  of  the  tre- 
5'  *  mendous  gale  which  ti^  J  a-, 
maica  fleet  with  their  conv^  met 
with  off  Newfoundland,  was  re- 
ceived at  the  Admiralty-ofiice. — 
Capt.  Cornwallis,  of  the  Canada 
man  of  war  of  74  guns,  who  ar- 
rived at  Portfmouth  the  day  be- 
fore, brought  the  account  of  the 
return  of  the  Ardent  of  64  guns, 
one  of  the  convoy,  to  Port  Royal 
in  Jamaica,  having  fprung  a  leak 
in  Elue  Fields  ;  that  the  Glorieuv, 
with  five  merchantmen,  joined  the 
convoy  oft-'  the  Grand  Camanas  ; 
and  that  ofl?"  the  Havannah  they  fell 
in  with  Admiral  Pigot,  who  was 
crutz'ng  in  order  to  intercept  Don 
Solano's  fleet  from  Cape  Francois  ; 
and  who  had  taken  a  neft  of  Ame- 
rican privateers  waiting  for  the 
■fleet,  and  had  dellroyed  a  fort 
in  MatanTa-bay,  that  harboured 
them. 


Capt.  Mouhon,  of  the  Trueiove 
Jamaicaman,  who  arrived  at  Portf^ 
mouth  about  the  fame  time,  gave 
a  flill  more  deplorable  account  of 
the  efl^efts  of  the  above  gale,  which 
continued  three  days,  and  in  which 
the  Rodney  was  feen  to  perilh  ; 
the  Trueiove  had  feven  feet  water 
in  her  hold,  and  was  faved  only 
by  the  lightnefs  of  her  cargo, 
chiefly  fpirits.  The  gale  came 
on  the  1 6th  of  September.  On 
the  17th  35  fail  were  feen,  moft  of 
them  difmalled  or  water-logged. 
On  the  24th  the  ParnafiTus,  Capt. 
Carr,  was  feen  captured  by  an 
American  privateer,  but  has   fince 

been  retaken. 

An  account  of  the  damage  fuf- 
tained  by  the  convoy  to  the 
Jamaica  fleet  : 

Ville  de  Paris,  1C4  guns,  her 
mainfail  carried  away. 

Glorieux,  74,  loll  her  foremafls, 
bowfprit,  and  mizen  top-mali. 

Centaur,  74,  loft  all  her  mafts. 

Ramelies,  74,  after  lofing  her 
mizen-maft,  main-maft,  and  fore 
top-maft,  went  to  the  bottom  ;  moft 
of  the  crew  faved. 

Canada  74,  loft  her  mizen- 
maft. 

Caton,  64,  went  to  America  in 
diftrefs  before  the  gale,  and  the 
Pallas  to  attend  her. 

Ardent,  64,  fo  leaky,  thst  ftie  was 
obliged  to  put  back  to  Port  Royal, 
from  Blueiields. 

Jaibn,  64,  left  watering  at  Blue- 
fields  when  the  fleet  failed,  and 
was  feen  fome  time  after  near  the 
Canaries. 

The  privy  council  of  Ire- 
land m.et  on  the  fubjed  of 
the  emigrants  from  Geneva,  when 
ii  was  unanimouny  agreed  to  re- 
ctnimend  the  matter  in  the  ftrongeft 
manner  to  his    majefty,    >vho   has 

fince 
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fince   been    gracioufly    pleafed    to 

extend    the   royal    bounty  in  their 

favour,  by  a  grant  of  25,000  1.   to 

defray  their  charges  in  removing, 

and  a  farther  fum  of  25,000!.  in 

aid    of   their  eftablilhment.      The 

Earl  of  Ely  has  offered  them  a  fet- 

tlement  in  Wexford    county ;    and 

the  Duke    of  Leinfter    has    made 

the   fame   offer    in   the   county  of 

Kildare. 

-  Accounts    from     Madras 

iitn.  1-1  •      1 

were   this   oay    received   at 

St.  James's,  by  which  his  majeily 

received  the  agreeable  news  of  the 

fafe  arrival  of  the  Sultan  and  Mag- 

nanime,    with    their    convoy,     on 

March    31  ;  and  that  the   French 

fleet    had    left     the     Coromandel 

coaft. 

Was  expofed  to  public  view, 
the  Cenotaph,  ereded  in  Guild- 
hall, to  the  memory  of  the  late 
Earl  of  Chatham. — Elevated  on  a 
bafe,  fixed  to  a  rock,  the  Earl  of 
Chatham,  in  the  habit  of  a  Ro- 
man fenator,  appears  gracefully 
looking  on  a  figure  reprefenting 
the  city  of  London  ;  his  left  hand 
direds  the  helm  of  government, 
whilft  his  right  embraces  Com- 
merce, who,  charged  with  her  pro- 
per attributes,  is  molt  delight- 
fully fmiling  on  her  kind  protedior, 
through  whofe  zeal,  aliilted  by  the 
four  quarters  of  the  world,  fhe 
is  pouring  plenty  into  the  lap  of 
Britannia. 

The  city,  in  her  mural  crown, 
wiih  a  lool;  of  gratitude,  is  ad- 
drefling  her  noble  friend,  pointing 
the  while  to  Commerce  ;  at  her 
feet  are  placed  the  emblems  of  In- 
dullry,  and  on  her  right  hand 
thofe  of  Juftice  and  Power.  Upon 
the  plinth  is  engraved  liie  following 
infcriftion, 


*'  In  grateful  acknowledgment 
to  the  fupreme  Difpufer  of  events, 
who,  intending  to  advance  this 
nation  for  fuch  time  as  to  his  wif- 
dom  feemed  good,  to  a  high  pitck 
of  proTpericy  and  glory,  by  una- 
nimity at  home — by  confidence  and 
reputation  abroad  —  by  alliance 
wifely  chofen  and  faithfully  ob- 
ferved  —  by  colonies  united  and 
protected — by  deciiive  vidforie^  by 
fea  and  land  —  by  con  quell  made 
by  arms,  and  generofity  in  every 
part  of  the  globe  —  and  by  com- 
merce, for  the  £ilt  time  united 
with,  and  made  to  flourifli  by  war 
—  v/as  pleafed  to  raii'e  up,  as  a 
proper  initrumen;  in  this  memorable 
work, 

\^'  I  L  L  I  A  M    PITT. 

*'  The  mayor,  aldermen,  "and 
common  council,  mindful  of  the 
benefits  which  the  city  of  London 
received  in  her  ample  fhare  in  the 
general  prolperity,  h."ve  erefted, 
.to  the  memory  of  this  eminent 
ilateffaan  and  powerful  orator,  this 
monument  in  her  Guildhall,  that 
her  citizens  may  never  meet  for 
the  tranfcdlTon  of  their  affairs, 
without  being  reminded  that  the 
means  by  wi-ich  Providence  raifes  a 
nation  to  gfeatneis,  are  the  vir- 
tues infufed  into  great  men  j  and 
that  to  withold  from  thefe  vir- 
tuei,  either  of  the  living  cr  the 
dead,  the  tribute  of  efteem  and 
veneration,  is  to  deny  to  them- 
felves  the  means  of  happinefs  and 
honour. 

'*  This  diftinguifned  perfon,  for 
the     fervice     rendered     to     King 
George  IL  and  to  King   George 
111.  was  created 
EARL  OF  CHATHAM. 

"  The  Eritifh  nation  honoured 
his  memory  with  a  public  funeraJ, 

und. 
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and  a  public  monument  amongft 
her  illuftrious  men  in  Weflminfler- 
abbey." 

f-  ,  Be£;art  the  feflions  at  the 

Jotli.  Old-Bailey,  when  Thomas 
Edwards  was  tried  for  :1-r.iing  a 
guinea,  the  property  of  Chambers, 
Langfton  and  Hall,  to  whom  he 
was  clerk.  He  became  fulpefled, 
and  Mr.  Hall  marked  fome  gui- 
neas in  the  prefence  of  a  confiden- 
tial fervant,  and  put  them  into  a 
defk  to  which  the  prifoner  had  ac- 
cefs  ;  one  of  which  was  found 
upon  the  prifoner.  In  alleviation, 
he  pleaded  the  firft  ofFence,  and 
called  a  multitude  of  gentlemen 
to  his  charafler  ;  on  whofe  recom- 
mendation he  was  permitted  to 
enter  into  the  fervice  of  the  Eaft 
India  company,  in  the  military 
line. 

,  Dr.  Richard  Watfon  was 

°  '  confecrated  in  Bow  Church 
Bilhop  of  LandafF,  in  the  room  of 
Dr.  Barrington  promoted  to  Sa- 
lifbury. 

The  fame  day  the  feflions  at 
the  Old-Bailey,  which  began  on 
Wednefday,  ended,  when  nine 
convids  received  fentence  of 
death. 

Adm.  Office.  Rear-admiral 
Digby  defires  to  acquaint 
their  lordfhips  that  Capt.  Purvis, 
of  the  floop  Due  de  Chartres,  of 
16  guns  and  125  men,  had  cap- 
tured, and  brought  into  New 
York,  the  Argyle  of  22  guns  and 
136  men,  after  a  fharp  aftion  of 
an  hour ;  in  which  time  fhe  had 
her  firil  captain  with  12  men  kill- 
ed, and  her  two  next  officers  vvitb 
13  men  wounded.  The  Due  de 
Chartres  did  not  lofe  a  man.  The 
Argyle  had  difpatches  for  the 
French  fleet. 


22d. 


J        Old  wheat  was  this  day  foM 

'   '  in  Derby  market  at  8  s.  9  d. 
a  bufhf  1,  and  malt  at  7  s. 
^Q^i  Admiral  Pigot,  with    22 

lail  or  the  line,  arrived  at 
New  York  from  the  Weft  Indies 
on  the  5  th  of  September. 

The  Grand  Duke  and  Duchefs 
of  Rufiia  arrived  at  Berne  in  Swit- 
zerland on  the  7th  ult.  as  did 
likewife  their  Royal  HighnefTes, 
the  Duke  and  Duchefs  of  Gloucefter 
with  their  ^uite.  Thefe  royal  tra- 
vellers went  together  to  view  the 
ice  mountains,  the  moft  remarkable 
natural  curiofities  in  that  part  of 
Europe. 

His  Imperial  Majefty  of  Ger- 
many has  limited  the  univerfities 
throughout  his  kingdoms  to  fe- 
ven ;  at  Vienna,  at  Prague,  at 
Peft,  at  Lemberg,  at  Pavia,  at 
Louvain,  and  at  Loyburgh.  The 
eftablifhment  of  the  latter  is  on 
the  fame  footing  with  that  of  Got- 
tingen,  where  every  one  is  at  li- 
berty to  think  with  freedom,  and 
to  publifh  his  thoughts  to  all  the 
world. 

Died,  At  Preflon,  near  Hull, 
Val.  Cateby,  who  attained  to  the 
great  age  of  1 16  ;  and  had  his  in- 
teliefts  perfeft  till  within  two  days 
of  his  diflblution.  His  diet  for 
the  laft  20  years  was  milk  and 
bifcuit.  He  went  to  fea  in  his 
1 8th  year,  and  continued  a  failor 
36  years ;  he  then  turned  farmer, 
which  occupation  he  followed  36 
years. 


NOVEMBER.      , 

j^         Mr.  Seatcn's   prize  is    this 
year  adjudged  to  Spencer  Ma- 
dan,   M.   A.  of  Trinity   College, 

Cam- 
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Cambridge,  for  his  poem  on  The 
Call  of  the  Gentiles. 

Yefterday  a  common  hall  was 
held  at  Guildhall  for  the  eleftion 
of  a  lord  mayor,  for  the  year  en- 
fuing ;  when  the  recorder  inform- 
ed die  livery,  that  they  were  call- 
ed together  for  the  very  important 
buiinefs  of  elefting  a  chief  magi- 
ilrate,  in  the  room  of  a  worthy 
alderman  who  was  difcharged  that 
office  on  account  of  his  bad  ftate  of 
health. 

The  names  of  the  aldermen  who 
had  ferved  the  office  of  fheriff  were 
feverally  put  up,  when  the  fheriffs 
declared  the  fliew  of  hands  to  be 
in  favour  of  the  Aldermen  Newn- 
ham  and  Clark,  and  reported  the 
fame  to  the  court  of  aldermen, 
then  fitting  in  the  council  cham- 
ber, who  foon  after  returned  into 
the  hall,  when  the  recorder  de- 
clared the  eledion  to  have  fallen 
on  Nathaniel  Newnham,  Efq. 

Yefterday  a  court  of  proprietors 
was  held  at  the  India  Houfe,  from 
noon  till  fix  in  the  evening,  for 
the  purpofe  of  ballotting  on  the 
queftion  to  refcind  the  vote  of  the 
court  of  directors,  for  removing 
Warren  Kaftings,  Efq.  from  the 
Government  of  Bengal,  &c. 

At  eight  o'clock,  the  fcrutineers 
made  their  report,  when  there  ap- 
peared to  be 

For  the  motion  -         428 

Againll         -  >         75 

Majority  -         -         353 

By  this,  the  refolution  of  the 
court  of  directors  is  voted  to  be 
refcinded. 

J  A  confirmation  was  receiv- 
'  '  ed  in  Holland  of  the  Icfs  of 
the  Union  man  of  war,  a  new  (tap 
of  68  guns,  in  the  north  feas,  in 
N/hich  every  foul  on  board  perifli- 
cd.  Count  do  Welderen,  eldcll 
Vol.  XXV. 
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fon  of  the  late  ambaflador  of  that 
name  to  the  Court  of  London, 
who  commanded  the  Union,  is 
much  lamented. 

01^  The  firft  general  meeting 
of  the  patrons  of  the  charity 
fchools  throughout  Great  Britain 
was  held  at  St.  Paul's  Cofi^ee- 
houfe  in  St.  Paul's  Church-yard, 
when  the  Right  Hon.  Thomas 
Harley  was  chofen  prefident ;  the 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Bagot  and  Sir 
Watkyn  Williams  Wynne,  vice- 
prefidents  ;  Wm.  Wright,  Efq. 
of  Soho-fquare,  treafurer ;  Mr. 
John  Robinfon,  of  Bartlett's  build- 
ings, fecretary ;  and  MeflT.  BoU 
dero,  Barnfton,  and  Co.  bankers 
to  the  fociety. 

,  This  day  a  court  of  ge- 

neral officers  met  at  the 
Horfe  -  guards,  in  obedience  to  a 
warrant  from  his  majefty,  to  try 
the  Hon.  Lieut.  General  Murray, 
late  Governor  of  Minorca,  on  fe- 
veral  charges  exhibited  againft  him. 
by  Lieut.  General  Sir  William 
Draper,  Knt.  of  the  Bath,  late  de- 
puty-governor, or  fecond  in  com- 
mand of  the  fame  ifland. 

,  Arrived     at     Plymouth, 

'  *  being  part  of  Lord  Howe's 
fquadron,  the  Egmont  74,  Bien- 
faifant  64,  and  the  Buffalo  of  60. 
The  accounts  brought  by  thefe 
{hips  are,  that  Lord  Howe  has  de- 
tached for  the  Weft  Indies,  having 
firft  viilualled  and  watered  them 
completely  from  the  fleet,  the  fol- 
lowing men  of  war : 

Ships.  Guns.      Commanders. 

r.  •       r  A_  1-     o    TAdm-SirR. Hughes. 
PnncefsAmd.a  8o|c^p^_  Reynolds. 

Union         -  90     Cupt.  D.iinmple. 

Berwick       -  7+  Ptiipps. 

Bcllona        -  74  Oallou-. 

Suffolk       -  74  Sir  G.  Home. 

Raifonable  64  Li)r<l  Harvey. 

Ruby         -  64  Collins. 

Polypliemus  64  Liiioh. 

[P]  The 
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The  Samfon,  Crown,  and  Vi- 
gilant, of  64  gans,  and  the  Mi- 
iierva  and  Andromache,  were  left 
cruifmg  ofFLifoon  ;  and  the  Ocean 
of  90,  .kdmiral  Miibank,  with  the 
Foudroyant,  80,  Fortitude,  74, 
Dublin,  74,  Afia,  64  and  Pan- 
ther, 60,  were  gone  to  Ireland  to 
viflual  and  water.  They  are 
fince  arrived  at  St.  Helens. 

Letters  juft  received  from 
Newfoundland,  give  a  very 
melancholy  relation  of  the  lofs  of 
the  Heftor  man  of  war  off  that 
ifland.  She  had  jufl:  had  an  engage- 
ment with  two  French  frigates, 
whom  (he  beat  off;  but  a  ftorm 
coming  on  foon  after  the  a£tion, 
fhe  became  fo  leaky  that  it  was 
impoffible  to  keep  her  above  wa- 
ter. Juft  as  the  crew  were  about 
to  leave  her  and  commit  them- 
felves  to  the  mercy  of  the  waves 
in  their  boats,  a  brig  came  in 
fight,  and  landed  as  many  of 
them  as  were  able  to  come  on 
board  upon  the  above  mentioned 
ifland,  but  in  a  niiferable  condi- 
tion. Among  them  was  Captain 
Bourchier,  who  is  fince  arrived  in 
Ireland,  being  fever.ely  wounded 
in  the  engagement,  and  it  was 
with  difficulty  that  the  officer  pre- 
vented her  falling  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.  Capt.  Drury,  who 
was  pa.Tenger  on  board,  is  now  in 
town,  and  confirms  the  melancho- 
ly fituation  of  that  part  of  the 
crew  who  v/ere  faved  (about  200 
in  number)  ;  the  reft  went  to  the 
bottom  with  the  fliip. 

^  ,  Lord  Howe  with  part  of 

^>  the  fieet  under  his  com- 
mand arrived  at  St.  Helens,  viz. 
The  Vi£tory,  Britannia,  Atlas, 
Queen,  Princefs  Royal,  Bienheim, 
Cambridge,  Royal  William,  A- 
lexander,        Coura^^eux,       Edgar. 


25th. 


Ganges,  Goliah,  Vengeance,  Per 
gafe;  and  the  Bom'bay,  Mon- 
fieur  and  Diana  frigates. 

n         The  vefTel    with  the  div- 
ing bell    came    into    Portf- 
mcuth  harbour,   having    fiftied   up 
16    guns,    with    cordage,   &c.  be- 
longing to  the  Royal  George. 

I'his  day  Capt.  M'Bride  was  at 
the  levee,  and  delivered  to  the  king 
returns  of  the  volunteer  feamen 
raifed  in  Ireland  for  the  royal 
navy. 

Yefterday  a  court  of  pro- 
prietors was  held  at  the 
Eaft  India  Houfe,  in  Leadeshall- 
ftreet,  purfuant  to  an  advertife- 
ment  from  the  court  of  direftors, 
when  the  following  motion  was 
made  : 

"  Refolved,  That  it  appearing 
that  there  is  fome  defign  to  difpute 
the  rights  of  the  Eaft  India  com- 
pany ;  and  it  being  found  from  the 
tenor  of  the  letters  that  have  paft 
between  his  majefty's  fecretary  of 
ftate  and  the  diredors,  that  fome- 
thing  inimical  to  the  privileges  of 
the  court  of  proprietors  is  intend- 
ed, a  committee  of  nine  proprie- 
tors be  appointed  to  watch  over 
the  buUnefs  of  the  Eaft  India  com- 
pany, as  it  may  be  agitated  in 
parliament;  and  to  take  all  fuch 
legal  fteps  as  may  appear  neceffary 
to  prevent  thofe  much  feared  in- 
novations, fubje£l  to  the  controul 
of  general  courts  -,  and  that  the 
diredlors  be  inftru6led  not  to  fend 
cut  to  India  the  over-land  exprefs 
that  had  been  intended." 

After  fome  defultory  converfa- 
tion  the  motion  was  reduced  merely 
to  the  appci.ument  of  a  commitv 
tee  of  nine  proprietors,  to  meet  a: 
an  apartment  in  the  houfe,  any 
live  to  do  buiinefs ;  and  then,  onj 
motioiTi.,  the  court  adjourned. 

Lite 
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Late  on  Friday  night  the  fol- 
lowing letter  was  received  at  the 
manfion  houfe  from  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Thomas  Townfhend,  one  of  his 
majefty's  principal  fecretaries  of 
ftate. 

Whitehall,  Kon).  22,  1782. 
To  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Mayor 
of  the  City  of  London. 
My  Lord, 
His  Majefty's  minifters,  anxious 
to  pre\-ent  as  early  as  polhble  the 
mifchiefs  too  commonly  refulting 
from  fpeculation  in  the  funds  dur- 
ing the  uncertain  ftate  of  negocia- 
tions  of  peace  between  the  powers 
at  war,  which  it  is  the  general 
honour  and  intereft  of  all  pcrfons 
to  avoid,  have  thought  it  their 
duty  to  aflc  his  majefty's  permiffion 
to  communicate  to  you,  that  the 
negociations  now  carrying  on  at 
Paris,  are  brought  fo  near  to  a 
crilis,  as  to  promife  a  decifive 
conclufion  either  for  peace  or  war 
before  the  meeting  of  parliament; 
which  will  on  that  account  be  pro- 
rogued from  Tuefday  the  26th 
inft.  to  Thurfday  the  5th  of  De- 
cember ;  and  I  have  his  majefty's 
command  to  afTure  you,  tliat  you 
will  receive  immediate  notice  of 
the  fame. 

(Signed) 

T.  TOWNSHEND. 

Died,  Charles  Lee,  Eiq.  a  ma- 
jor -  general  in  the  Polifti  fervice. 
He  was  in  the  fervice  of  the  Ame- 
rican States,  who  fufpended  him 
in  1778.  He  was  furprifcd  by 
Col.  Harcourt,  1776;  and  being 
afterwards  exchanged,  was  tried  by 
order  of  Congrefs,  and  fufpended 
for  one  year.  He  was  brother  to 
Wm.  Lee,  who  was  Sheriif  of 
London  in  1774,  and  in  1775 
chofen  Alderman  of  Aldgate  Ward, 


which  he  rcfigned  in  1780,  having 
retired  to  the  Continent. 

In  America  (two  months  ago) 
Major  Gen.  .Horatio  Gates  (the 
captor  of  General  Burgoyne),  his 
wife,  and  fon. 

At  Rhuabon,  Denbighfhire,  the 
celebrated  Mr.  John  Parry,  gene- 
rally known  by  the  appellation  of 
X.\ic  famous  blind  harper. 

DECEMBER. 

J  Saturday  being  St.  Andrew's 
-*  '  day,  the  Royal  Society  held 
their  anniverfary  meeting  in  So- 
msrfet  Place,  in  the  Strand,  when 
the  following  gentlemen  were  eledl- 
ed  for  the  council. 

Of  the  Old  Council. 
Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  Bart, 
Peter  Holford,  Efq. 
Edward  Hooper. 
N.  Mafkelyne,  D.  D. 
P.  He-ry  Maty,  M.  A. 
Lord  Mujgrave. 
Jofeph  Planta,  Efq. 
Sir  W.  Mufgrave,  Bart. 
R.  Saunders,  M.  D. 
\V.  Watfon,  M.  D. 
Samuel  VVegg,  Ef^. 

Of  tho  New  Council. 
Ifaac  Hawkins  Browne,  Efq. 
Sir  William  Chambers. 
Earl  of  Dartmouth. 
Right  Hon.  W.  Ellis. 
John  Frerc,  Efq. 
Mr.  W.  Harrilbn. 
Jofeph  Hoare,  D.  D. 
Cyril  Jackfon,  D.  D. 
Philip  Stephens,  Efq. 
Sir  Noah  Thomas. 
And  the  officers  were.  Sir  Jofeph 
Banks,   Bt.  prefident ;  Paul  Henry 
Maty,    M.  A.    fecrctary;    Jofeph 
Planta,    Efq.     fecretary ;     Samuel 
Wegg,  Ef  {.  treafurer. 

in  2  In 
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In    the   late   a£lion    in   the     company   with   her,    on   board   of 


eaft,  the  French  had  a  weight 
of  metal  fuperior  to  our  fleet  by 
110  guns,  befides  the  afliftance  of 
near  3000  troops.  In  the  firft  ac- 
tion, we  fought  them  five  to  eighr ; 
and  in  the  fecond,  ten  to  twelve  ; 
and  though  our  Ihips  were  much 
difabled,  yet  the  Britifh  flag  rode 
triumphant  in  both  a£lions.  The 
Superbe  had  upwards  of  500  ftiot 
in  her  hull,  many  of  them  under 
water.  There  was  no  news  of  Sir 
Richard  Bickerton,  when  the  Royal 
Charlotte  left  India. 

,  Yefterday  a  court  of  com - 

mon    council    was    held    at 

Guildhall,    at  which  were  prefent 

the  right  hon.  the  lord  mayor  and 

fi.xteen  aldermen. 

Mr.  Dornford  moved.  That  the 
refolution  of  the  laft  court,  for  con- 
verting the  chapel  into  a  juftice's 
ofiice  be  refcinded — but  the  court 
confirmed  the  refolution. 

The  motion  for  fubfcribing  to 
build  a  fhip  of  war  was  ordered  to 
Hand  over  till  the  next  court  day. 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried, 
that  the  lord  mayor  and  fheriffs, 
jnflead  of  coUedling  charitable  be- 
iiefadions  for  prilbncrs  at  Chrift- 
mas,  fhould  draw  upon  ihe  chamber 
for  one  hundred  pounds. 

,  A  letter  from  Barbadoes, 

'3^"'  dated  Oftober  28th,  fays, 
*'  that  the  Argo  frigate  has  lately 
taken  a  French  64  gun  fliip  call' 
ed  the  Adif,  armed  en  flute,  with 
a  large  quantity  of  brafs  cannon, 
inortars,  and  all  kind  of  artillery 
ftores  from  Old  France,  bound  to 
Martinique ;  fhe  had  alfo  on  board 
upwards  of  200  ibldiers,  and  her 
own  lower  deck  guns  in  her  hold. 
The  Argo  had  like  to  have  cap- 
tured a  frigate  alfo,  which  was  in 


which  was  the  Marquis    de  Bou- 
ille." 

Laft  Tuefday  being  the  anniver- 
fary  of  the  inflitution  of  the  Royal 
Academy,  a  general  afTembly  of  the 
academicians  was  held  at  the  Royal 
academy,  Somerfet  Place,  when  the 
officers  elected  for  the  year  enfuing 
were  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  prefi- 
dent. 

Council. -^Edw.  Burch,  Charles 
Catton,  P.  J.  De  Loutherbourg, 
Jofeph  Nollekens,  James  Barry, 
George  Dance,  Jeremiah  Meyer, 
and  John  Richards,  Efqrs. 

Vifitors.  —  James  Bary,  J.  B. 
Cipriani,  P.  J.  De  Loutherbourg, 
Jeremiah  Meyer,  Rev.  Mr.  Peters, 
A.  Carlini,  Richard  Cofway,  Jo- 
feph Nolleken,  and  Jofeph  Wilton, 
Efqrs. 

This  day  fe'nnight  the  fubfcrip- 
tion  for  a  national  Bank  in  Ireland, 
was  opened  in  Dublin,  and  filled  in  a 
few  hours,  30,000 1.  more  than  was 
wanted  was  offered.  The  Bank 
opens  for  bufinefs  the  ifl  of  next 
June. 

J,  ,  Yefterday,  a  court  of  al- 

dermen was  held  at  Guild- 
hall, at  which  were  prefent  the  right 
hon.  the  lord  mayor,  and  17  al- 
dermen, when  John  Hopkins,  Efq. 
was  fworn  in  Alderman  of  Caftle 
Baynard  Ward,  in  the  room  of  Sa- 
muel Plumbe,  Efq.  refigned.  Alfo 
the  recorder  and  common  ferjeant 
gave  in  their  opinions,  that  alder- 
man Wooldridge  might  be  removed, 
for  the  reafons  given  in  a  petition 
againft  him,  and  he  was  ordered  to 
attend,  by  himfelf  or  attorney,  the 
2ift  of  January,  to  fhew  caufe  why 
he  fhould  not  be  removed. 

This  day  arrived  a    mail   from 

New  York,  brought  by  the  Swal- 

€  low 
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low  packet-boat  to  Falmouth.  She 
iailed  the  zoth  of  November.  Capt. 
Afgill  came  home  paflenger  on 
board  the  above  packet. 

,  Wednefday  a  court  of  pro- 

prietors was  held  at  the  Eall 
India  Houfe,  in  Leadenhall-ftreet, 
for  the  purpofe  of  declaring  a  di- 
vidend on  the  laft  half  year's  ftock, 
when  it  was  fettled  at  81.  per  cent, 
for  the  half  year,  from  Midfummer 
day  laft  to  Chriltmas. 

,  A  letter  from  Plymouth, 
^  '  dated  December  20,  mentions 
the  arrival  of  the  Mediator,  of 
44  guns,  from  a  cruize,  and  has 
brought  in  a  fine  new  ihip  called 
the  Menagere,  deeply  laden  with  all 
forts  of  naval  and  miUcary  ftores, 
amongll  which  are  ico  tons  of  gun- 
powder. She  failed  from  Bour- 
deaux  with  five  others,  under  con- 
voy of  two  French  frigates,  and  an 
American,  called  the  Alexander,  of 
22  guns,  bound  to  Port-au-Prince, 
which  the  Mediator  took.  The 
Menagere  maintained  a  running 
fight  of  feveral  hours  before  fhe 
ftruck,  but  no  confiderable  damage 
on  either  fide ;  Ihe  has  the  appear- 
ance of  a  very  beautiful  (hip,  and 
looks  as  long  as  any  (hip  in  ^he 
navy  ;  only  her  upper-deck  guns 
mounted ;  her  lov/er-deck  ports  are 
marked  out,  but  the  holes  not  yet 
cut ;  'tis  thought  fhe  is  capable  of 
mounting  74  guns.  The  Alexander 
is  arrived  at  Portfmouth. 

Yefterday  an  exprefs  arrived  at 
the  admiralty  from  Falmouth,  with 
advice  of  the  Qiieen  Charlotte  be- 
ing arrived  there,  from  Jamaica- 
She  failed  from  Port  Royal  the 
loth  of  November,  and  came 
through  the  windward  pafTage.  A 
few  days  before  Ihc  failed,  the  Lon- 


don man  of  war  of  90  guns.  Cap- 
tain Kempthorn,  returned  there 
from  a  cruize ;  during  which  fhe 
fell  in  with  a  French  man  of  war> 
of  74  guns,  and  engaged  her  for 
near  two  hours,  when  fhe  Itruck ; 
but,  unfortunately,  at  that  period, 
fhe  perceived  the  London  had 
received  confiderable  damage,  and 
was  unmanageable,  and  therefore 
took  the  advantage  of  making 
fail  and  got  off.  The  London 
had  upwards  of  70  men  killed 
and  wounded,  and,  k  ij  fald,  was 
very  much  injured  by  the  French 
fhip  running  foul  of  her,  whilft 
they  were  engaging;  but  we  are 
happy  to  find,  that  the  Torbay, 
of  74  guns,  came  up  jult  after 
the  adlon,  and  immediately  gave 
chace  to  the  Fiench  fhip,  who, 
by  endeavouring  to  efcape,  run 
on  fnore  near  Port  Dauphin,  on 
the  north  fide  of  Hifpaniola,  where 
it  was  fuppofed  fhe  would  be 
loft. 

Died,  Charles  Gray,  Efq.  of 
Colchefter,  F.  R.  S.  and  a  Truf- 
tee  of  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  and 
member  for  that  borough  in  five 
parliaments. 


A  Comparati'ue  Table  of  the  Popu- 
lation of  London,  by  R.  Bland, 
M.  D.  from  -voL  Ixxi.  of  the  Phi- 
lofophical  Tranfadions. 

THIS  table,  which  is  founded 
on  the  reports  of  the  Weftminfter 
General  Difpenfary,  was  made  with 
a  view  to  fhew  the  proportion  of 
natives  to  perfons  born  in  the  dif- 
ferent counties  of  England  and 
Wales,  in  Scotland,  Ireland,  or 
foreign  countries. 


[^]  3 


Of 
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Of  5236  married  perfons, 
824  or  one-fourth  were  born  in  London. 

1870  or  fcur-leventh.s  in  the  dift'erent  counties  of  England  and  Wales. 
.  209  or  I   in   15  in  Scotland. 
2S0  or   I   in   1 1   in  Ireland. 
53  or  I  in  60  were  foreigners.  ** 


323^ 

Of  the  above  number  the  males  and  females  were  in  the  following  pro- 
portions. 
Men.  Women. 

329  were  born  in  London,  and  495  or  166  more  than  men. 

952  in  different  counties,  917  or  35   fewer  than  men. 

135  — —  in  Scotland,  74  or  61   fewer  than  men. 

162 in  Ireland,  IJ9  or  43  fewer  than  men. 

^o  — i —  were  foreigners,  13  or  27  fewer  than  men. 


1618 


1618     166 


BIRTHS  for  the  Year  1782. 

Jan.  I.  The  Princefs  of  Pruffia,  a 
prince,  at  the  palace  of 
Potzdam. 
II,    Countefs    of  Winterton,   a 

daus^hter. 
28.    The     Lady    of    Sir    John 
Hendcrfon,  Bt.  a  daugh- 
ter. 
Feb.  3.  The    Lady  of   Sir    James 
Pringle,  Bart,  a  fon. 
Lady   Frances    Sandys,    a 
daughter. 
19.    The  Lady  of  Charles  Lo- 
rain Smith,  Efq.  of  a  fon 
and  heir,  at  his  houfe  in 
Bury-itreet. 
March  7.  The  Lady  of  Lord  Stour- 
ton,  a  daughter. 
Lady  Carystort,   a   daugh- 
ter. 
B.    The    Countefs    of    Strath- 
more,  a  Ton. 
19.    Lady  Willoughby  of  Eref- 
by,  Lady  of  P.  Burrell, 


Efq.  a  fon  and  heir  to  that 
antient  title. 

Apr.  8.  Lady  Frankland,  Lady  of 
Sir  Thomas  Frankland, 
Bart,  a  nineteenth  child. 
Same  day  Mrs.  Nicholas, 
their  daughter,  a  thir- 
teenth grandchild. 
15.    Countefs   of  Tyrconnel,    a 

fon  and  heir. 
26.    Her  majelly  the  Queen  of 
the    two    Sicilies,    of    a 
prince,  at  Naples. 

May  30.  Lady  Althorpe,  of  a  fon 
and  heir,  at  his  lord- 
fhip's  houfe  in  St.  J  ames's- 
place. 
The  Lady  of  Sir  John 
Smith,  Bart,  of  a  daugh- 
ter. 

June  J 7.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 
Captain  Rodney,  fon  of 
Admiral  Lord  Rodney,  a 
fon  and  heir. 
23.  Her  Serene  Highnefs,  the 
Eledrefs  of  Saxony,  of 
a  prin- 
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a     princefs,      at     Dref- 

den. 
29.    The  Lady  of  Lord  Brown- 
low,  of  a  daughter. 
July —  A  daughter  to  the  Lady  of 

Lord  Glandore,  in  Chan- 

dos-ftreet. 
—  A  daughter  to  the  Lady  of 

Lord  Daihwood,  at  Strat- 
ford-place. 
16.     Lady  of  Rt.  Hon.  Charles 

Tovvnfliend,  a  daughter. 
28.    In  Ireland,  Lady  of  Right 

Hon.  Luke  Gardiner,  of 

a  fon  and  heir. 
Aug.— Lady    Pole,    wife    of   Sir 

John  William  Pole,  Bart. 

of  Shute,  Devon,  of  a  fon 

and  heir. 
5.    Lady    of  Sir  William   Afli- 

hurlh,  of  a  fon. 
12.    Lady  of    Sir  John    Borlafe 

Warren,   Bart,  of  a   fon 

and  heir. 

15.  The  Lady  of  Sir    Charles 

Turner,  Bart,   a   daugh- 
ter. 
24.    Queen    of   Sweden,    of    a 
prince. 
Sept.  2.  The   Counf^fs  of  Radnor, 
of  a  daughter. 
4.    The    Lady     of    Sir    Mat- 
thew White  Ridley,  Bart, 
of  Blagden,  Northumber- 
land, of  a  fon. 
,    5.    Lady  Kinnaird,  of  a  fon. 
7.    Her    Serene    Highnefs    the 
Hereditary  Princefs  of  Ba- 
den Durlach,  of  a  prin- 
cefs, at  Carlfruche. 
Lady  of  Sir  Hugh   Owen, 

Bart,  a  fon  and  heir. 
Lady    of    George    Drum- 
mond,  Efq.  of  a  fon. 

16.  Lady  Alhburton,  of  a  fon. 
©tt.  2.  Lady  of  the  Bifhop  of  Pe- 
terborough, of  a  daugh- 
ter, at  Trinity-lodge. 


12. 


IS- 


23- 


12. 


24. 


The   Lady  of   Sir    Robert 
Smith,  Bart,  a  daughter. 
Nov.  1.  Lady  Grantham,  a  fon. 
18.    Her    Excellency     Baronefs 
Kutzleben,  a  daughter. 
Lady     of    Lord    Vifcount 

Tumour,  a  daughter. 
Lady  of  the  Hon.  Francis 
Talbot,  a  fon. 
Dec.  3.  Lady    St.   John,  a  daugh- 
ter. 
Lady  of  Lord   Macdonald, 
a  fon. 


MARRIAGES,    1782. 

Jan.  25.  Earl  of  Lincoln,  to  Lady 
Anna  Maria  Stanhope, 
31.  Thomas  Scott,  Efq.  mem- 
ber for  Bridport,  to  Mrs. 
Nefbit,  widow  of  the  late 
Arn.  Nelbit,  Efq. 

Feb.  2.  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  com- 
mander of  his  majcily's 
fhip  Goliah,  to  Mifs  Bo- 
teler,  only  daughter  of 
J.  P.  Boteler,  Efq. 
7,  Charles  Collyer,  Efq.  to 
Mifs  Sarah  Maria  Pratt, 
daughter  of  EJw.  Pratt, 
Efq.  and  niece  to  Sir  Ed- 
ward Altley,  Bart. 
17.  Charles  Dundafs,  Efq.  of 
Lincoln's  Inn,  member  of 
parliament  for  the  county 
of  Orkney,  to  Mifs  Whit- 
ley, of  the  Hill,  Rich- 
mond. 
26.  Lord  George  Cavendifli, 
brother  to  the  Duke  of 
Devonihire,  to  Lady  Bet- 
ty Comp'.on,  fole  iieirefs 
to  the  late  Earl  of  North- 


I^]  4 


ampton. 


March 
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March  9.  Sir  John  Shaw,  of  EI- 
tham,  in  Kent,  to  Mifs 
Monfon,  lifter  to  Lord 
Monfon. 
10.  John  Robinfon,  Efq.  of 
Denfton  -  hall,  in  Suf- 
folk, to  the  Hon.  Mifs 
Clive,  eldett  fifter  of  Lord 
Clive. 
39.  The  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Eger- 
ton,  Bifhop  of  Durham, 
to  Mifs  Bouchier. 

April  2.  John  Smith,  Efq.  of 
Coomb-hales,  in  Somer- 
fetfliire,  to  Mifs  Mary 
Shirley,  daughter  of  the 
Hon.  George  Shirley,  of 
.  Lower  Eftington,  in  War- 
wicklhire. 

8.  Sir  John  Papillon  Twifdon, 

Bart,  to  Mifs  Geary, 
daughter  of  Admiral 
Geary. 

9.  S.  Courtenay,  Efq.  to  Mifs 

Copliffe,  eldeft  daughter 
of  the  late  Sir  Robert 
Conliffe,  Bart,  cf  Chef- 
ter. 
35.  Edward  Dering,  Efq.  eld- 
eft fon  of  Sir  Edward  De- 
ring,  Bart,  to  Mifs  Anne 
Hale,  fourth  daughter  of 
William  Hale,  Efq.  of 
Kingfwald,  in  Hertford- 
{hire. 
May  7.  The  Hon.  Mr>  Fortefcue, 
fon  of  Lord  Fortefcue, 
to  the  Hon.  Mifs  Gren- 
ville,  fifter  to  Earl  Tem- 
<.  pie. 

12.  The  Hon.  Booth  Grey, 
brother  to  the  Earl  of 
Stamford,  and  member 
of  parliament  for  Leicef- 
ter,  to  Mifs  Main  war- 
ing, eldeft  daughter  of 
t!ie  late  Charles  Main- 


waring,    Efq.  of  Brom-* 
brow. 

15.  Sir  Henry  Hay  Macdou- 
gall,  of  Makerllon,  Bart, 
to  Mifs  Ifabella  Douglas, 
fecond  daughter  of  Sir 
James  Douglas,  Knight, 
admiral  of  the  white. 

21.  The  Hon.  Lieutenant-ge- 
neral Parker,  to  Lady 
Cottrel  Dormer. 

23.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Bouverie, 
brother  to  the  Earl  of 
Radnor,  to  Lady  Ca- 
tharine Murray,  eldeft 
daughter  of  the  Earl  of 
Dunmore. 
June  3.  C.  W.  Boughton  Roufe, 
Efq.  of  Roufe  Lench,  in 
Worcefterfhire,  and  mem- 
ber of  parliament  for  the 
borough  of  Eveftiam,  to 
Mifs  Hall,  only  daughter 
of  Wm.  Pearce  Hall,  Efq. 
of  Downton,  near  Lud- 
low in  Shropftiire. 

6.  Munbee   Gelburn,  Efq.   of 

Portland  -  place,  to  the 
Hon.  Mifs  Chetwynd, 
eldeft  daughter  of  the 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Chet- 
wynd. 

7.  Sir    T.    Featherftonhaugh, 

Bart,  to  Mifs  Catha- 
rine Witney,  daughter  of 
George  Boleyn  Witney, 
Efq. 
—  The  Right  Hon.  LordVif- 
count  Hinton,  fon  of 
Earl  Paulett,  to  Mifs  Po- 
cocke,  daughter  of  Sir 
George  Pococke,  Knt.  of 
the  Bath. 
22.  Sir  John  Legard,  Bart,  of 
Gunton,  in  Yorkftiire,  ta 
Mifs  Afton,  eldeft  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  Afton,  Efq. 
of 
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of  Afton,  in  Chefliire ;  and 
at  the  lame  time,  Anthony 
Hodges,  Efq.  of  Balney  in 
Oxfordlhire,  to  Mifs  Anne 
Afton,  her  fifter. 
July  3-  Sir  George  Shuckburgh, 
in  Warvvickfhire,  to  Mifs 
Darker,  daughter  of  John 
Darker,  Efq.  of  Gay- 
ton,  in  Northampton- 
fhire,  and  member  of 
parliament  for  Leicefter. 

8.  The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl 

of  Cavan,  to  Mifs  Gould, 
youngeft  daughter  of  Sir 
Henry  Gould,  Knt.  one 
of  the  judges  of  the  court 
of  common  Pleas. 
27.  Sir  Cecil  Bifhop,  of  Par- 
ham,  in  the  county  of 
Suflex,  Bart,  and  mem- 
ber of  parliament  for 
Shoreham,  to  Mifs  South- 
well. 
31.  The  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Caftleftewart,  to  Mifs 
Sarah  Lill,  fecond  daugh- 
ter of  the  Hon.  Godfrey 
Lill,  fecond  julHce  of 
the  court  of  Common 
Pleas  in  Ireland. 
Aug.  2.  Hugo  Meynell,  Efq.  to 
the  Hon.  Mifs  Ingram, 
daughter  of  Lady  Ir- 
win. 

9.  John  Fownes  Luttrel,  Efq. 

of  Duncafter  -  caftle,  in 
Somerfetfhire,  member  of 
parliament  for  Minehead, 
to  Mifs  Drewe,ofG range, 
in  Devonlhire. 

15.  Lord  Vifcount  Maitland, 
fon  of  the  Earl  of  Lau- 
derdale, to  Mifs  Todd, 
daughter  of  Anthony 
Todd,  Efq. 

25.  The  Hon.    Philip    Yorke, 


nephew  to  the  Earl  of 
Hardwick,  to  Mifs  Lind- 
fey,  daughter  of  Lady 
Balcarras. 

Sept.  15.  John  Baker,  Efq.  of 
Blake-hall,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Eflex,  to  Lady  St. 
Aubin,  widow  of  the 
late  Sir  John  St.  Aubin, 
of  Clowance,  in  Corn- 
wall, Bart. 
—  The  Right  Hon.  Alexan- 
der Lord  Loughborougli 
lord  chief  juftice  of  the 
Common  Pleas,  to  Mifs 
Courtenay,  one  of  the 
fifters  of  Lord  Vifcount 
Courtenay. 

0£l.  2.  Earl  of  Mexborough,  to 
Mifs  Stephenfon, 

Lately.  Henry  Gratton,  Efq,  mem- 
ber of  parliament  for 
Charlemont  in  Ireland, 
to  Mifs  Fizgerald. 

Nov.  23.  Sir  Sheffington  Smith, 
Bt.  of  Tynny-park,  Co. 
of  Wicklow,  member  of 
parliament  for  Mullin- 
gar  in  Ireland,  to  Mifs 
Dally,  only  filler  to  Den- 
nis Dally,  Efq. 

L^aely.  Rev.  Auriel  Drummond, 
fon  of  the  late  Archbifhop 
of  York,  and  nephew  to 
the  Earl  of  Kinnoul,  to 
Mifs  De  Vifme,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  William 
De  V^ifme,  Efq. 

Dec.  4.  The  Hon.  and  Rev.  Mr. 
Cadogan,  fecond  fon  of 
Lord  Cadogan,  to  Mrs. 
Bradlhaw,  at  Chelfea. 
23.  At  Marybone,  the  Right 
Hon.  Lord  Edward  Ben- 
tinck,  brother  to  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  to 
Mifs  Cumberland,  eld- 
eft 


234]      ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1782, 


ell   ilaughter  of  Richard 
Cujiiberland,  Efq. 


Principal  Promotion  s /or  the 
Year  1782,  from  the  London 
Gazette,  Ij^c. 

Jan.  5.  Lord  Vifcount  Dal- 
rymple  appointed  his  majelty^s 
Miniller  Plenipotentiary  to  the 
King  and  Republic  of  Poland. 

Feb.  1.  Lord  Vilcount  Balke- 
ley,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
appointed  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the 
county  of  Carnarvon. 

—  9.  Right  Hon.  Lord  George 
Germain  a  baron  and  vifcount  of 
Great  Britain,  by  the  titles  of 
Baron  Bolebrooke  in  the  county 
of  Suffex,  and  Vifcount  Sackvilie 
of  Drayton  in  the  county  of  North- 
ampton. 

—  II.  John  Duke  of  Dorfet 
fvvorn  of  his  majeftv's  mod:  honour- 
able privy  councd — Right  Hon. 
Welbore  Ellis  appointed  one  of 
his  maje fly's  principal  fecretaries 
of  Itate. 

—  23.  A  conge  d'elire  pafied 
the  great  feal,  empowering  the 
dean  and  chapter  of  Briftol  to  elcft 
a  bifnop  of  that  fee,  with  a  letter 
recommending  the  Rev.  Lewis 
Bagot,  L.L.D.  Dean  of  Chriit 
Church,  Oxford.— Thomas  Thur- 
Iqw,  Lord  Bifnop  of  Lincoln,  re- 
commended to  be  chofen  Dean  of 
the  Cathedral  church  of  St.  Paul, 
London. 

War-Ojjice,  March  26.  His  Royal 
Highnefs  Prince  Frederick,  Bifnop 
of  Ofnabruck,  captain  and  colo- 
nel of  the  zd  troop  of  horfe  gre- 
nadier guards,  vice  Lord  /imherft. 

—  27.  Right  Hon.  Charles 
Lord  Camden,  lord  prefident  of 
th?    ccuncil. — Right     Hon.    Lord 


John  Cavendifh,  chancellor  of  the 

Exchequer. Aui^ulius     Henry 

Diik  :  of  Grafton,  lord  privy  feal. 
—  Pai?,ht  Hon.  William  Earl  of 
Shelburne,  and  tne  Right  Hon. 
Charles  James  Fox,  fecretaries  of 
ftate. 

—  30.  Marquis  of  Rocking- 
ham, Lord  Joha  Cavendifh,  Lord 
Althorpe,  James  Grenvi'ie,  and 
Frederick  Montagu,  Efqrs  lords 
commiflioners  of  the  treafury. — 
Right  Hon.  Admiral  Auguftus 
Keppel,  Sir  Robert  Harland,  Bart. 
Vice  Admiral  Hugh  Pigot,  Vif- 
count Duncanaon,  Hon.  John 
Townfhend,  Charles  Brett  and 
Richard  Hopkins,  Efquires,  lords 
commiflloners  of  the  admiralty. — 
PJght  Hon.  Ifaac  Barre,  trcafurer 
of  the  navy. — Right  Hon.  Gene- 
ral Conway,  commander  in  chief. 

Charles  Duke  of  Richmond, 

mailer-general  of  the  ordnance.— 
P>.ight   Hon.   Thomft   Townfhend, 

fecretary    at    war. Right   Hon. 

Edmund  Burke,  paymafter  gene- 
ral.—  Earl  of  Jerfey,  mafter  o\'  the 
buck  hounds. — Marquis  of  Car- 
marthen, lord  lieutenant  and  cuf- 
tos  rotulorum  of  the  Eaft  Riding 
of  Yorkfliire. — Earl  of  Pembroke, 
lord  lieutenant  and  cuftos  rotulo- 
rum  of  Wilts. Earl  Temple, 

lord  lieutenant  and  cuftos  rotulo- 
rum  of  Bucks. — Pvight  Hon.  John 

Dunning,    Baron     Aftiburton. 

Right  Hon.  Sir  Fletcher  Norton, 
Lord  Grantly,  Baron  of  Marken- 
field. — Earl  of  Effingham  trea- 
furcr,  and  Earl  of  Ludlow  comp- 
troller, of  the  houfehold. 

April  6.  Harry  Duke  of  Bol- 
ton,  governor  and  captain  of  the 
Ifle  of  Wight,  governor  and  con- 
ftable  of  Cariibrook  caftlc,  and 
lord  lieutenant  and  cuftos  rotu- 
lorum of  the  county  of  Southamp- 
ton. 
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ton. — Right  Hon.  Lord  de  Fer- 
rars,  captain  of  his  majefty's  band 
of  gentlemen  penfioners. — Lord 
Rivers,  a  lord  of  his  majefty's  bed- 
chamber.— Right  Rev.  Dr  John 
Hotham,  Bifliop  of  OfTory,  to  the 
bifhoprick  of  Clogher,  in  Ireland, 
vice  Dr.  John  Garnet,  deceafed. 
— Right  Rev,  Dr.  William  Leref- 
ford,  Bifhop  of  Dromore,  to  the 
biflioprick  of  Oflbry,  in  Ireland, 
vice  Dr.  J.  Hotham  tranfiated. 

—  10.  William  Henry  Duke 
of  Portland,  lieutenant  general  and 
general  governor  of  Ireland. 

— 13.  Right  Hon.  Earl  of 
Tankerville,  and  the  Right  Hon. 
Henry  Frederick  Carteret,  poll- 
mailer  general.  — —  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Afliburton,  chancellor  of  the 
duchy  of  Lancalicr. 

—  16.  Lieut.  Gen,  John  Bur- 
goyne,  commander  in  chief  in 
Ireland. 

—  20.  Charles  Turner,  Efq, 
of  Kirkleathem,  county  of  York, 
the  dignity  of  a  baronet  of  Great 
Britain. — —Lloyd  Kenyo;-;,  El'q, 
attorney  general ;  and  John  Lee, 
Efq.   folicitor  general   to   his    ma- 

jefty. George    Hardinge,    Elq. 

folicitor  general  to  the  queen. — 
Rev.  Thomas  Percy,  D.  D.  to  the 
bifhoprick  of  Dromore  in  Ireland, 
vice  Dr.  Beresford,  tranllated. — 
Earl  of  Shannon,  Earl  of  Scarbo- 
rough, and  the  Right  Hon,  Sir 
George  Yonge,  Bart,  vice-trea- 
furers  of  Ireland. — Duke  of  IVIan- 
chefter  lord  chamberlain ;  C-harles 

Herbert,    Efq,    his   fecretary. 

Hon.  Edward  Fitzpatrick,  fecre- 
tary to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

—  23.  Sir  William  Howe,  K.  B. 
lieutenant  general  of  the  ordnance. 
—Hon.  Thomas  Pelham,  maftcr- 
lurveyor  of  the  ordnance. 


—  24.  George  Lord  de  Ferrars, 
fvvorn  of  the  privy  council. — Ri- 
chard Lord  Vifcount  Howe,  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  a  vifcount  of 
the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  by 
the  title  of  Vifcount  Howe,  of 
Langar,  county  of  Nottingham.— 
Right  Hon.  Auguflus  Keppel,  a 
vifcount  of  Great  Britain,  by  the 
title  of  Vifcount  Keppel,  of  El- 
veden,  county  of  Suffolk. 

May  4.  George  Lord  Vifcount 
Chevvton,  vice-chamberlain  of  his 
majefly's  houfehold,  fworn  of  the 
privy  council.— — Thomas  Lord 
\'ifcount  Weymouth,  groom  of 
his  majefty's  ftolc,  and  firft  gentle- 
man of  his  majefty's  bed-chamber. 

Lieut.    Gen.    John    Burgoyne 

commander  in  chief  of  his  maje- 
fty's tbrces  in  Ireland,  and  the 
Hon.  Lieut.  Col.  Richard  Fitz- 
patrick, to  be  of  the  privy  coun- 
cil in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

—  7.  Lieut.  Colonel  Thomas 
Pigor,  governor  of  the  city  of 
Cork. 

—  II.  Frederick  Earl  of  Car- 
lifle,  lord  fteward  of  his  majefty's 
houfehold. — George  Earl  of  Dal- 
houiie,  his  majefty's  high  commii- 
fioner  to  the  general  aifembly  of  the 
church  of  Scotland. --George  Duke 
of  Argyle,  colonel  of  the  3d  regi- 
ment of  foot  guards, — Lord  Adam 
Gordon,  ift  regiment  of  foot. 

—  25.  Eirl  of  Eftex,  a  lord  of 
his  majefty's  bed-chamber. 

—  2S.  Sir  George  Brydges 
Rodney,  created  Baron  Rodney, 
of  Rodney-Stoke  in  Somerfet. — 
Rear  Admiral  Francis  Samuel 
Drake,  and  Captain  Edmund  Af' 
Heck,  baronets  of  Great  Britain. 
— Sir  Sanauel  Hood,  created  Baron 
Hood  of  Catherington,  in  the 
kingdom  cf  Ireland. 

June 
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June  I.  George  James  Chol- 
inondeley,  Efq.  a  commifTioner  of 
excife,  vice  Hepry  Legge,  Efq.— 
|ohn  Byng,  Efq.  commiflioner  of 
itamp  duties,  vice  Mr.  Cholmon- 
deley. 

—  4.  Tlie  following  gentle- 
men created  baronets  of  Great 
Britain,  viz.  John  Brifco,  of  Crof- 
ton-Place,  county  of  Cumberland, 
Efq.  Thomas  Huffey  Apreece,  of 
Wafliingley,  county  of  Hunting- 
don, Efq.  and  Rev.  Plenry  Vane, 
D.  D.  of  Long  Newton,  county  of 
Durham. 

—  5.  Lord  Robert  Spencer, 
fworn  of  the  privy  council. 

—  II.  Douglas,  Duke  of  Ha- 
milton and  Brandon,  fummoned 
to  parliament  by  writ,  as  a  peer 
of  England,  by  the  ftile  of  Duke 
of  Brandon,  in  Suffolk. 

—  14.  Earl  of  Cholmondeley 
appointed  his  ipajeily's  envoy  ex- 
traordinary and  minifter  plenipo- 
tentiary to  the  court  of  Berlin. 

— 18.  William  Duke  of  De- 
Tonlhire,  lord  lieutenant  and  cuftoG 
rotulorum  of  the  county  of  Derby, 

vice  Lord  George  Cavendifh. 

The  King  has  ordered  a  conge 
d'elire  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
Llandaff,  for  electing  a  bifliop,  in 
the  room  of  Dr.  S.  Barrington 
tranflated  to  Salifbury,  and  recom- 
mended the  Rev.  Richard  Watfon 
D.  D.  to  be  elected  Bifhop  of 
Llandaff. 

July  z.  Right  Kon.  Walter 
HuiTey  Burgh,  chief  baron  of  his 
majelly's  court  of  exchequer  in 
Ireland,  vice  Rt.  Hon.  James  Baron 
Trafton,  deceafed. — Barry  Yelver- 
ton,  Efq.  his  majefty's  attorney  ge- 
neral in  Ireland,  vice  Right  Hon. 
|ohn  Scott;  and  fworn  a  privv  coun- 
{■fllor. 


—  10.  Right  Hon.  William 
Pitt,  chancellor  and  under  trea- 
furer  of  the  exchequer,  fworn  of 
the  privy  council.  —  Right  Hon. 
Thomas  Townfhcnd,  one  of  his 
majefty's  principal  fecretaries  of 
flate. — William  Earl  of  Shelburne 
of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  Right 
Hon.  William  Pitt,  James  Gren- 
ville,  Richard  Jackfon,  and  Ed- 
ward James  Eliot,  Efqrs.  com- 
miffioners  for  executing  the  office 
of  treafurer  of  his  majelly's  ex- 
chequer.   Auguftus      Vifcount 

Keppel,  Sir  Robert  Harland,  Bart. 
Admiral  Hugh  Pigot,  Cha,  Brett, 
Richard  Hopkins,  Hon.  John  Jef- 
feries  Pratt,  and  John  Aubrey, 
Efqrs.  commilfioners  for  executing 
the  ofiice  of  lord  high  admiral  of 
Great  Britain,  &c.  —  Sir  George 
Yonge,  Bart,  fecretary  at  war. 

—  17.  Right  Hon.  Thomas 
Lord  Grantham,  one  of  his  maje- 
lly's principal  fecretaries  of  ftate. 

—  27.  Ifaac  Barre  receiver  and 
paymaHer  general  of  his  majefty's 
guards,  garrifcns,  and  land  forces. 
—  Hon.  Henry  Dundas,  treafurer 
of  his  majefty's  navy. 

30.  Dr.  Jofeph  Dean  Bourke, 
Biflwp  of  Leighlin  and  Ferns, 
tranflated  to  the  archbifhoprick  of 
Tuam,  with  the  united  biflioprick 
of  Enajjhoden,  and  the  bilhoprick 
of  Ardagh,  in  commendam,  va- 
cant by  the  death  of  the  Rev. 
Jemmet  Browne.—  Rev.  John 
Law,  D.  D.  (fon  of  the  Biihop  of 
CarliHe)  promoted  to  the  united 
bilhopricks  of  Leighlin  and  Ferns, 
vice  Yix.  Cope. — Henry  Strachey, 
Efq.  M.  P.  for  Bifliop's  Caftle. 
under  fecretary  of  ftate  in  the 
fouthern  department,  vice  Mr. 
Orde,  who  fucceeds  him  as  one 
of  the  fecretaries  of  the  treafury. 

Sept. 


CHRONICLE. 


[237 


Sept.  3.  Hon.  Charles  Howard 
(commonly  called  Earl  of  Surrey), 
approved  of  as  deputy  earl  marfhal 
of  England. 

7.  Archbifhop  of  Tuam,  and 
Earl  of  Clanrlcarde,  to  be  of  the 
privy  council  in  Ireland. — Rich. 
TuIIy,  Efq.  appointed  his  ma- 
jefty's  agent  and  conful- general 
at  Tripoli. 

21,  Sir  John  Stepney,  Bart, 
envoy  extraordinary  at  Berlin. 

Oct.  2.  Charles  Earl  of  Tanker- 
ville,  fworn  of  the  privy-council. 

8.  George  Rogers,  Efq  ;  one  of 
the  commiffioners  of  his  majelly's 
navy,  vice  Timothy  Brett,  Efq. 
— The  following  gentlemen  are 
created  baronets  of  Ireland,  viz. 
Sir  Boyle  Roche,  of  Fermoy,  co. 
Corke,  Knt.  Rich.  Mufgrave,  of 
Turin,  co.  Waterford,  Efq.  Nich. 
Nugent,  of  Dyfert,  co.  Weft- 
meath,  Efq.  Fra.  Hutchinfon,  co. 
Wicklow,  Efq. 


DEATHS,     17S2. 

Jan.  13.  The  Right  Hon.  John 
Lord  Sempill.  He  is  fucceeded 
in  title  and  eftate  by  the  Hon. 
Hugh  Sempill,  of  the  3d  regi- 
ment of  guards. 

22.  The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Tre- 
vor, relidl  of  John  Lord  Trevor, 
and  daughter  of  the  late  Sir  Rich- 
ard Steele,  Bart. 

24.  Sir  James  Haringtoni  Bart, 
nearly  allied  to  the  two  rojal 
houfes  of  Scotland  and  Portugal. 

25.  At  his  apartments  in  Holy- 
rood-houfe,  Edinburgh,  aged  86, 
the  Right  Hon.  John  Campbell, 
Earl  of  Brcadalbane  and  Glenor- 
phy,  Lord  Vice  Admiral  of  Scot- 


land, one  of  his  majefty's  privy- 
council,  and  fenior  Knight  of  the 
Bath. 

Feb.  2.  The  Right  Hon.  Hugh 
Bofcawen,  \'ircount  Falmouth,  cap- 
tain of  the  yeomen  of  the  guard, 
and  ranked  as  a  general  in  the 
army. 

7.  Suddenly,  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Colvill  of  Ochiltree. 

8.  The  Hon.  Lieutenant-gene- 
ral Simon  Frafer.  colonel  of  the 
71ft  regiment  of  foot,  and  member 
of  parliament  for  the  county  of  In- 
vernefs. 

14.  The  Right  Rev.  Thomas 
Newton,  D.  D.  Bifhop  of  Briilol, 
and  Dean  of  St.  Paul's. 

A  few  days  ago,  at  Chelten- 
ham, in  Gloucefterlhire,  aged  69, 
the  Hon.  William  Howe,  uncle  to 
the  prefent  Lord  Chedworth. 

March  i.  The  Hon.  Lieutenant- 
general  William  Keppel,  colonel 
of  the  1 2th  regiment  of  dragoons, 
uncle  to  the  prefent  Earl  of  Albe- 
marle, and  member  for  Chicheller 
in  SufTex. 

2.  At  Dublin,  the  Right  Rev. 
John  Garnett,  Lord  Bifnop  of 
Clougher,  to  which  fee  he  Was 
tranilated,  from  the  BiOioprick  of 
Ferns,  in  the  year  1758. 

3.  William  Dalrymple,  Efq.  of 
Eallhamftead,  in  Berks. 

9.  The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Ro- 
bert Bertie,  uncle  to  the  late 
Duke  of  Ancafler,  one  of  the  lords 
of  the  king's  bed-chamber,  a  ge- 
neral of  his  majeily's  forces,  co- 
lonel of  the  fecond  troop  of  horfe 
guards.  Governor  of  Duncannon, 
in  Ireland,  and  one  of  the  repre- 
fentjtives  for  Bofton,  in  Lincoln- 
Ihire. 

10.  Lady  Milner,  grand-mother 
to  tiie  prefent  Sir  William  Milner, 

Ban. 
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Bart,    of    Nun    Appleton    in    the 
county  of  York. 

11.  John  Thurlow,  Efq.  one  of 
the  Aldermen  of  Norwich,  and 
brother  to  the  lord  chancellor  and 
Biiliop  of  Lincoln. 

12.  Sir  Charles  Holt,  Bare,  of  Aili—' 
ton,  in  Warvvickfhire,  and  knight 
of  the  {hire  for  that  county  in  the 
hill  parliamenti 

A  few  days  ago,  in  the  fouth 
of  France,  the  Right.  Hon.  the 
Countefs  of  Deloraine. 

The  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Lord 
Fairfax.  He  is  fucceedcd  in  title 
and  eflate  by  his  only  brother,  the 
Hon.  Robert  Fairfax,  of  Leeds 
Caftle,  in  Kent. 

25.  The  Right  Hon.'  Lady  Vif- 
countcfs  Courtenay. 

27.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Howard, 
widow  of  the  late  Hon.  Philip 
Howard,  of  Norfolk,  fifter  to  the 
late  Duchefs  of  Norfolk,  and  mo- 
ther to  the  prefent  Lady  Fetre. 

April  10.  The  Right  Hon.  Lady- 
Mary  Forbes. 

12.  About  twelve  years  of  age, 
the  third  daughter  of  Lord  Vif- 
count  Weymouth. 

13.  Lady  Gough,  relldl  of  the 
late  and  mother  to  the  prefent  Sir 
Henry  Gough,  Bart. 

26.  Aged  72,  the  Right  Hon. 
Widiam.  Talbot,  Earl  Talbot, 
Lord  Henfol,  and  Baron  Dincvor, 
of  Dinevor  in  Caermarthenfhire; 
many  years  lord  fteward  of  the 
houfehcld,  one  of  his  majclly's 
moll  honourable  privy  -  council, 
and  L  L.  D. 

27.  At  Loudoun  Caille  in  Ayr- 
fhire,  aged  77,  the  Right  Hon, 
John  Campbell,  Earl  of  Loi^don, 
Baron  Mauchlane,  one  of  the  fix- 
teen  peers  of  Scotland,  a  general 
of  his  niajefty's  forct;:,  colonel  of 


the  3d  regiment  of  foot-gnards. 
Governor  of  Edinburgh  Caille, 
and  F.  R.  S. 

May  I.  James  Philip,  Efq. 
Judge  Admiral  of  Scotland. 

14.  The  Right  Flon.  Richard 
Lumley  Saunderfon,  Earl  of  Scar- 
borough, Vifcount  Lumley;  alfo 
Vifccunt  Lumley  in  Ireland;  one 
of  the  joint  vice-treafurers  in  Ire- 
land, and  a  member  of  his  ma- 
jelly's  moll  honourable  privy- 
council. 

16.  The  learned  Dr.  Solander, 
F.R.  S.  and  who  had  made  the 
voyage  round  the  world,  in  com- 
pany with  his  friend  Sir  Jofeph 
Banks. 

21.  At  Portumna  Caftle  in  Ire- 
land, the  Right  Hon.  John  Smyth 
de  Burgh,  Earl  of  Clarickarde, 
and  Baron  Dunkelleyn. 

27.  The  Hon.  'Mrs.  Shirley, 
mother  of  the  prefent  Earl  Fer- 
rers. 

29.  At  the  German  Spa,  the 
Right  Hon.  Elizabeth  Countefs 
of  Grandifon. 

June  3.  Lady  Theodore  Crofbie, 
filler  to  the  Earl  of  Glendore. 

9.  Sir  Charles  Buck,  Bart,  of 
Hanby  Grange,  Lincolnfhire. 

10.  Thomas  Hill,  Efq.  former- 
ly reprefentative  in  feveral  parlia- 
ments for  the  borough  of  Shrewf- 
bury. 

11.  The  Dowager  Vifcountefs 
Howe. 

14.  The  Right  Hon.  Edward 
Earl  Ligonier,  lieutenant-general 
of  his  majelly's  forces,  and  colo- 
nel of  the  9th  regiment  of  foot  in 
America. 

20.  The  Hon.  General  Monck- 
ton.  Governor  of  Portfmouth, 
and  colonel  of  the  17th  regiment 
of  foot. 

Abroad, 
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Abroad,  the  Right  Hon.  Lr.dy 
Newborough,  daughter  of  the  late 
Earl  of  Egmoiit. 

25.  In  St.  Stephen's  Green, 
Dublin,  the  Right  Hon.  James 
Dennis,  Baron  Trailon,  chief 
ji)aron  of  the  court  of  Exche- 
quer. 

27.  The  Right  Rev.  Dr.  John 
Hume,  Lord  hifhop  of  Salifbury, 
chancellor  of  the  order  cf  .he 
tjrp.rtcr,  and  brother-in  law  to  the 
i^ari  cf  Kinnoul. 

29.  rhe  Hon.  Mrs.  Curzon, 
Lady  of  the  Hon.  Nath;':ii(*l 
^.'urzon,  eldeft  Ion  of  Lord  Scarf- 
iale. 

'  :'v  I.  The  Moil  Noble  Charles 
■n    WefjTworth,    Marquis    of 
ingham.    Earl    of   ivialton    in 
Mid,  and  in  Ireland,  Vifcoun'. 
ii^iiam  of  Higriam    Ferrars,   Bi- 
:>n   Roclcingham   of  Roc  icing 'uam, 
of     Makon,     \Vaith,     and 
vvden,   firlt  lord  of  '.he   rrea- 
.    i;-,     !ord-!ieu:enant     and    c  iilos 
-tLilorum.of    the  Weft  Riiing   of 
t'lc    county    of  Yoric,   and    cuftos 
rotuloran)  of  the  North  R.i.ji -.g-   of 
the   faid    county,    vice-admiral    of 
the    whole    county   of   York,   and 
the;  maritime  parts  thereof,  a  go- 
vernor of  the  Charter-houfe,  Knt. 
of  the  moft  noble  order  of  the  Gar- 
ter, and   F.  R.  S.     He  was   born 
Miv    13,   1730,  and  on  the  death 
of  his  father  in  1750  fucceedcd  to 
his  honours.     He  wa.s  married  Feb. 
:'.6,    1752,  to  Mary,  daughter  and 
heirefs    of  Thomas    Bright,    Efq. 
of   Badfworth    in    the    county    of 
York,    by    whom  he  has  left    no 
iilue. 

24.  ^  Henry  Bridgeman,  Efq.  fin 
and  heir  of  Sir  He.^ry  Bridgeman, 
Part. 

26.  At  Edinburgh,  Lady  Mary 


Gordon,  daughter  of  the  late  A- 
lexandcr  Duke  of  Gordon. 

28.  Robert  Child,  of  Ofterly- 
park,  Efq.  By  his  will  he  has 
given  all  his  eftates,  both  real  and 
perfonal,  to  Mrs.  Child,  Mr. 
Lovelace,  Mr.  Dent,  Mr.  Church, 
and  Mr.  Keyfall,  his  partners,  in 
truft  for  the  purpofe  of  paying  ail 
his  pannerfhip  debts,  and  for  car- 
rying on  the  bufinefs  as  ufual  at 
the  houfe  Temple-bar,  and  has 
made  them  the  executors  of  his 
will. 

Aug.  13.  Lady  Hofkyns,  relia 
of  the  late  Sir  Chandos  HofKyas, 
Bart.  ^ 

17.  General  Fitzroy,  -uncle  to 
Lord  Southamton. 

A  few  days  ago,  af  Powick, 
in  Worcefterlhire,  Sir  William 
Arnot,  Bart.  late  lieu  tenant- colo- 
nel of  the  queen's  regiment  of 
dragoon  guards. 

28.  At  Knockrenny,  in  the 
county  of  Rofcomiro.n,  in  L-e- 
land  John  Dillon,  Earl  of  Rof- 
common. 

Sept.  6.  At  Weymouth,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Legge,  fourth  fon  cf 
Lord  Dartmouth. 

on. —  The  Right  Hon.  the 
Countfi's  of  Denbic»h. 

The  remains  of  Lady  Hamilton, 
late  wife  to  Sir  William  Hamil- 
ton, Knight  of  the  B.^th,  and  his 
majeily's  envoy  to  the  King  of  the 
tv.'o  Sicilies,  were  embalmed  ira- 
mediatcly  after  her  death,  which 
happened  on  the  27th  of  Auguft, 
in  order  that  they  might  bcuanf- 
ported  to  England,  to  be  interred 
in  Sir  William's  famtiv  vault. 

26.  At 'the  Hague',  the  f^imcus 
Banker  Tobias  Boaz. 

29.  At  Chichefxer,  aged  85,  the 
Hon.    Coote  Mclefwonh,   the   lall 

furvivin'T 
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furviving  fon  of  Robert  the  iirft 
Lord  Vifcount  Molefworth. 

Nov.  19.  At  Strafburgh,  her 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Princefs  Chrif- 
tina,  aunt  to  the  Eleflor  of  Sax- 
ony 

Dec.  12.  Charles  Gray,  Efq. 
of  Colchefter,  aged  87,  F.  R.  S. 
and  one  of  the  trullees  of  the  Bri- 


tiih  Mufeum  ;  he  reprefented  that 
borough  in  five  different  parlia- 
ments. 

13.  Right  Hon.  Lady  Dowager 
Blantyre,  at  Lennoxloye,  aged  85. 

27.  At  Edinburgh,  Henry  Home, 
Efq;  Lord  Kaimes,  judge  in  the 
courts  of  feffion  and  jufticiary,  well 
known  in  the  literary  world. 
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Gen.  "Murray^s  Account  cf  the  Siege 
of  Fort  St.  Philip's  ;  Articles  of 
Capitulation,  and  Retur7-s  of  the 
State  of  the  Garrifon  and  Ar- 
tillery. 

From  the  London    Gazette. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Hon.  Gen. 
Murray,  Governor  of  Miiicrca, 
to  the  Earl  of  Hilfoorvugh,  one  of 
his  Majejly^s  principal  Secretaries 
of  State.  Received  by  Cupt.  Don, 
March  19. 

Minorca,  Feb.  16,  17S2. 
My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint 
your  lordfhip,  that  Fort  St. 
Philip's  was  furrendercd  to  his 
Catholic  MajeUy  tlie  5th  Inftant. 
The  capitulation  accompanies  this. 
I  flatter  myfclf  all  Europe  will 
agree  the  brave  ganifon  (liovved 
uncommon  heroiim,  and  that 
tiiirll  for  glory,  which  has  ever 
dillinguilhcd  the  troops  of  my 
royal  mailer.  Our  netcifary  guards 
required  four  hundred  and  lifccen 
men,  the  night  before  the  capita- 
lation  ;  the  whole  number  able  to 
carry  arms  amounted  to  fi.^  hun- 
dred and  fixty  only,  of  courfe 
there  were  none  for  picquct,  and 
a  defedl  of  one  hundred  and  fc- 
venty  to  relieve  the  guard?,  as  is 
evident  bv  the  returns.  Ths  moft 
Vol.  XX v. 


inveterate  fcurvy  which  I  believe 
ever  has  infefled  mortals  reduced 
us  to  this  fituation.  The  reports 
of  the  faculty  fully  explain  the 
dreadful  havock  it  made,  and  that 
three  days  further  obllinacy  on  my 
part  muft  have  inevitably  deftroyei 
the  brave  remains  of  this  garriion, 
as  they  declare  there  was  no  re- 
medy for  the  men  in  the  hofpitals, 
but  vegetables ;  and  that  of  the 
fix  hundred  and  fixty  able  to  do 
duty,  five  hundred  and  fixty  were 
actually  tainted  with  the  fcurvy, 
and  in  af  likelihood,  would  be  in 
the  hofpitals  in  four  days  time. 
Such  was  the  uncommon  fpirit  of 
the  king's  foldiers,  that  they  con- 
cealed their  diforders  and  inability, 
rather  than  go  into  the  hofpitah; 
feveral  men  died  on  guard,  after 
having  Hood  fentry;  their  fate 
was  not  difcovered  till  called  upon 
for  the  relief,  when  it  came  to 
their  turn  to  mount  again.  Per- 
haps a  more  noble,  nor  a  more 
tragical  fcene,  was  ever  exhi- 
bited, than  that  of  the  march  of 
the  garrifon  of  St.  Philip's  through 
the  Spanilh  and  French  armies. 
It  coniilled  of  no  m.ore  than  fix 
hundred  old,  decrcpid  ioldiers, 
two  hundred  feamen,  one  hundred 
and  twenty  of  the  royal  artillery, 
twenty  Corficans,  and  twenty -five 
Greeks,  Turks.  Moors,  Jews,  &r. 
The  two  armies  were  dravva  up  in 
[-]  two 
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two  lines,  the  battalions  fronting 
each  other,  forming  a  way  for  us  to 
march  through :  they  confifted  of 
fourteen  thou(and  men,  and  reached 
from  the  Glacis  to  George-town, 
where  our  battalions  laid  down 
their  arms,  declaring  they  had  fur- 
rendered  them  to  God  alone,  hav- 
ing the  confolation  to  know,  the 
vidors  could  not  plume  themfelves 
in  taking  an  hofpital. 

Such  was  the  dillrefling  figures 
of  our  n'cn,  that  many  of  the  Spa- 
nifh  and  French  troops  are  faid  to 
have  fhed  tears  as  they  paffed 
them:  the  Duke  de  Crillon  and 
the  Baron  de  Falkenhayn  declare 
it  is  true:  I  cannot  aver  this,  but 
think  it  was  very  natural :  for  my 
own  part,  I  felt  no  uneafmefs  on 
this  occafion,  but  that  which  pro- 
ceeded from  the  miferable  diforder 
which  threatened  us  with  deftruc- 
tion.  Thanks  to  the  Almighty 
my  apprehenfions  are  now  abated ; 
the  humanity  of  the  Duke  de  Cril- 
lon (whofe  heart  \Vas  moft  fenfibly 
touched  by  the  misfortunes  of  fuch 
brave  men)  has  gone  even  beyond 
my  wilhes  in  providing  every  thing 
which  can  contribute  to  our  reco- 
very. The  Spanlfh  as  well  as  the 
French  furgeons  attend  our  hof- 
pitals.  We  are  greatly  indebted 
to  the  Baron  de  Falkenhayn,  who 
commands  the  French  troops.  We 
owe  infinite  obligations  to  the 
Count  de  Crillon ;  they  can  never 
be  forgot  by  any  of  us.  I  hope 
this  young  man  never  will  com- 
mand an  army  againfi:  my  fove- 
reign,  lor  his  military  talents  are 
as  confpicuous  as  the  goodnefs  of 
his  heart. 

Lifts  of  the  killed  and  wounded, 
with  the  number  of  our  guns 
which  were  deftroyed  by  the  ene- 
my's   battering    artillery,    which 


confided  of  IC9  pieces  of  cannon 
and  36  mortars,  are  inclofed.  I 
fliall  wait  here  until  1  fee  the  laft 
man  of  my  noble  garrifon  fafely 
and  commodioufly  embarked.  If 
my  accompanying  them  in  a  tranf- 
port  to  England  could  be  of  the 
fmalleft  fervice  to  any  of  them,  I 
would  chearfully  go  with  them  by 
fea  ;  but  as  I  can  be  of  no  further 
ufe  to  them  after  they  are  on  board 
fhlp,  1  trull  his  majeily  will  ap- 
prove of  my  going  to  Leghorn  to 
bring  home  with  me  my  wife  and 
my  children,  who  fled  to  Italy  in 
the  evening  of  the  day  the  Spaniih 
arm.y  landed  on  the  ifland. 

My  aid  de  camp,  Capt.  Don, 
will  have  the  honour  to  prefent 
this  letter  to  your  lordlhip;  he  is 
well  acquainted  with  the  moft  mi- 
nut?  circumftance  relative  to  the 
fiege,  is  an  intelligent,  diftinguilhed 
officer,  and  is  furnifhed  with  co- 
pies of  all  the  papers  I  have,  which 
he  will  lay  before  your  lordftiip,  if 
requifite. 

The  captains  Savage,  Boothby, 
and  Don,  of  the  51ft  regiment, 
Lieut.  Mercier,  of  ditto,  Lieut. 
Botticher,  of  Goldacker's  regi- 
ment, and  Lieut.  Douglas  the  en- 
gineer, are  exchanged  for  the  of- 
ficers we  made  pnfoners  at  Cape 
Mola. 

Colonel  Pringle  and  his  nephew 
Lieut.  Pringle  are  to  be  left  hof- 
tages  until  the  tranfports  retura 
agreeable  to  the  capitulation. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

James  MuRRAy, 

P.  S.  It  would  be  unjuft  and 
ungrateful  was  I  not  to  declare, 
that  from  the  beginning  to  the 
lalt  hour  of  the  fiege,  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  royal  regiment  of 
artillery,  and  like  wife  the  feamen, 
diftinguilhed  themfelves ;  I  believe 

the 
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the  world  cannot  produce  more 
expert  gunners  and  bombardiers 
than  thofe  who  ferved  at  this 
liege,  and  I  am  fure  the  Tailors 
fhewed  uncommon  zeal.  It  is  ne- 
ce/Tary  likewife  to  declare,  that  no 
^arrifon  was  ever  nourillicd  with 
better  fait  provifions  of  all  kinds, 
than  we  had  fent  to  us  from  Eng- 
land ;  frclh  vegetables  we  could 
not  have;  but  we  had  plenty  of 
peafe,  good  bread  and  rice,  with 
currants  and  raifins  ;  and  left  in 
the  fort  fix  months  full  allowance 
of  all  kinds,  although  a  magazine, 
containing  fix  months  more,  was 
burnt  by  the  enemy's  ftiells.  > 

James  Murray. 

Articles  of  Capitulation  propofed  by 
his     Excellency    the    Hon.    "James 
Murray,   Lieutenant  General  of  his 
Britannic  Majejly^s  forces.  Colonel 
of  the  l^ih  regiment  of  foot,  Cap- 
tain-General  and    commander    in 
chief  of  Fort  St.    Philip's,  to  his 
Excellency  Louis  Eerton  de  Balls, 
Due  de  Crillon,  Lieutenant  Gene- 
ral   of  the     French    and    Spanijh 
forces,  and  commander  in   chief  of 
the  combined  army. 
St.    Philip's   Caftle,    Feb.   4,    1 782, 
at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
Article  I.     THAT  all  ads  of 
holUlity  fhall  ceafe  till  the  articles 
of    capitulation   are   agreed    upon 
and  figned. 

Art.  II.  That  the  garrifon, 
upon  their  furrcnder,  fhall  be  al- 
lowed ail  the  honours  of  war,  viz. 
To  march  out  with  fhouldcred 
arms,  drums  beating,  colours  fly- 
ing, twenty- four  rounds  per  man, 
matches  lighted,  four  pieces  of 
cannon,  two  mortars,  with  twenty- 
four  rounds  of  'ammunition  for 
each  piece,  four  covered  boats  not 
to  be  fearched  upon  any  account. 
Art.  III.     That  the  whole  gar- 


rifon, comprehending  all  his  Bri- 
tannic Majcily's  fubjecEls,  civil  as 
well  as  military,  and  the  Corfican 
corps  and  Greeks,  &c.  fhall  have 
their  baggage  and  effedls  fecured 
to  them,  with  leave  to  move  or 
difpofe  of  it  as  they  Ihall  think 
proper ;  and  that  his  Britannic 
Majefty's  fubjedls  ferving  in  the 
garrifon,  who  poUefled  houfes  and 
grounds  in  Mahon  and  George- 
Town,  fhall  have  leave  to  difpofe 
of  them  to  any  of  his  Catholic 
Majefty's  fubjefts. 

Art.  IV.  That  the  garrifon,  in- 
cluding officers,  artificers,  foKIiers, 
and  other  Britiih  fubjefls  and  their 
families,  Ihall  be  provided  with 
convenient  tranfports  at  the  rate 
of  one  ton  and  a  half  per  man,  and 
to  be  carried  to  the  firft  port  in 
Great-Britain,  and  landed  there 
as  foon  as  they  arrive,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  crown  of  Spain ;  and 
that  provifions  fliall  be  allowed  to 
them,  ou:  of  fuch  as  remain  in  the 
magazines  of  the  garrifon  at  its 
furrender,  for  the  time  they  re- 
main in  the  ifland,  and  for  their 
voyage  by  fea  for  ten  weeks,  in 
the  fame  proportion  as  they  now 
receive  it ;  and  the  officers  with 
their  families,  who  have  the  go- 
vernor's permiffion,  fliall  have 
paflports  granted  to  them  to  go  to 
England  or  Germany  by  land ; 
that  the  Corficans,  Greeks,  Sec. 
now  ferving  in  the  garrifon,  who 
do  not  exceed  feventy  men,  fhall 
be  tranfported  to  Leghorn,  and 
landed  there  likewife  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  crown  of  Spain,  but 
their  provifions  for  the  paflage  to 
be  taken  from  the  magazines  of 
the  garrifon.  That  the  tranfports 
are  to  be  provided,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  troops  during  the 
voyage,  with  the  bedding  of  the 
garrifon.     That   a   proper  hofpital 

[^]   2  for 
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for  the  fick  and  wounded,  during 
the  time  that  the  tranfports  are 
getting  ready,  (which  time  fliall 
not  exceed  one  month  from  the 
figning  of  this)  Jhall  be  provided ; 
and  fuch  as  may  not  then  be  in  a 
condition  to  embark,  (hall  be  al- 
lowed to  ftay  behind,  and  be  pro- 
perly taken  care  of,  till  they  fhall 
be  able  to  •be  fent  to  Great- Britain 
by  another  conveyance. 

Art.  V.  That  while  the  garrifon 
continues  in  the  iiland,  permiifion 
fliall  be  granted  to  purchafe  vege- 
tables and  frefh  meat  in  the 
markets,  for  the  fick  in  the  hof- 
pital. 

Art.  VI.  Until  the  garrifon 
quits  the  place,  it  {hall  not  be 
permilted  to  corrupt  the  foldiers 
2nd  try  to  make  them  defcrt  from 
their  regiments,  and  the  officers 
fhall  have  accefs  to  them  at  all 
times ;  for  which  purpofe  no  com- 
munication betwixt  the  foldiers  of 
his  Catholic  Majefly  and  the  troops 
of  the  srarrifon  ftiall  be  admitted 
of.         ^ 

Art.  VII.  That  exaft  difci- 
pline  fliall  be  kept  up  on  buth 
fides. 

Art.  VIII.  That  the  four  in- 
habitants of  the  iiland,  viz.  Paul 
Guiard,  Marc  Reure,  Michael 
Amengual,  and  Lewis  Roca :  who 
have  joined  in  the  defence  of  the 
garrifon,  (hall  be  permitted  to  re- 
main and  enjoy  iheir  properties  in 
the  idand  unmolefted. 

Art.  IX.  That  all  prifoners  of 
war  made  fince  the  landing  the 
Spani(h  army,  (liall  he  delivered 
lip  on  both  fides. 

Art.  X.  Hoftages  being  deli- 
vered on  both  (ides  for  tlie  faith- 
ful execution  of  the  preceding  con- 
ditions, his  Excellency  the  Hon. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Murray  confents  to 
7 


deliver  up  the  place>  with  all  the 
military  florcs  and  ammunition, 
cannon  and  mortars,  except  what 
is  referved  in  the  fecond  article, 
to  his  Catholic  Majefty ;  likewife 
to  direft  that  all  mines  and  under- 
ground works  fhall  be  fhev/n  to 
his  Catholic  Majelly's  engineers ; 
plans  of  the  galleries,  mines,  and 
other  fubterraneous  works,  fhall 
be  likewife  delivered  up. 

(Signed)      James  Murray. 
Duke  lie  CriHoii's  Anjkver  to  General 
Murray's   firjl  propofal   to     capi- 
tulate. 

THE  order  which  I  have  from 
my  court,  forbidding  me  to  lillen 
to  any  capitulation,  except  under 
the  expre(~s  condition  that  the  gar- 
rifon of  Fort  St.  Philip's  (hall  be 
pri(bners  of  war,  I  am  under  the 
obligation  to  return  his  Excellency 
General  Murray  the  articles  which 
he  propofes  to  me;  but  I  am  very 
forry  f  have  not  an  opportunity  to 
make  known  to  him  my  defire  for 
the  piefervatlon  of  his  men,  and 
particularly  the  efteem  with  which 
his  perfon  and  his  brave  garrifon 
have  infpired  me. 

B.  B.  Due  De  Crixlon. 

Mahon,  February  4,  eleven 
o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Further  Articles  of  Capitulation  pro- 
pofed  by  his  Excellency  Genera^ 
Muri  ay  to  his  Excellency  jhe  Duke 
de  Crillon,  dated  Fort  St.  Phi- 
lip's, February  4,  1782,  at  eight 
o'clock,  at  night,  he  halving  ob" 
jeSed  to  thofe  for?nerly  fent  to  hi?n  : 
-with  the  Anfvvers  of  the  Duke  de 
Crillon  to  the  laji  Articles  pro- 
pofed  by  General  Murray,  dated 
Mahon,  February  4,  1 782,  at 
ten  at  nights 

Art.  i.     As  his  Excellency  the 

Duke  de   Crillon,  by  the   exprefs 

orders    of    his    Sovereign,   cannot 

receive 
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receive  the  gairifon  but  as  pri- 
foners  of  war,  his  lixcelleiicy  the 
Hon.  Lieutenant  General  James 
Murray  confents  to  fiirrender  the 
garrifon  aj^recable  to  the  Duke 
d'i  Crillon's  inflrLiiTlions  from  his 
court  ;  but  he  expefls  tlie  Duke 
de  Crillon  will  allow  the  garrifon 
to  march  out  of  it  with  all  the  ho- 
nours of  war  he  has  required  in 
the  fecond  article  of  thofe  fent  to 
the  Duke,  which  is  by  no  means 
incompatible  with  his  Excellency's 
inftrudlions,  and  will  tend  more 
to  his  glory  ;  for  certainly  no 
troops  ever  gave  greater  proofs  of 
heroifm  than  this  poor  worn  out 
garrifon  of  St.  Philip's  CaRle, 
who  have  defended  themfelves  al- 
moft  to  the  lail-  man. 

Ar.jhser.  The  garrifon  fliall  be 
prifoaers  of  war;  but  in  confide- 
ration  of  the  conitancy  and  valour 
which  General  Murray  and  his  men 
have  Ihewn  in  their  brave  defence, 
they  fhall  be  permitted  to  go  o.it 
with  their  arms  lliouldercd,  drums 
beating,  lighted  matches,  and  co- 
lours Hying,  till  having  marched 
through  the  midlt  of  the  army, 
they  Ihall  lay  down  their  arms  a:iJ 
colours;  and  moreover,  being  de- 
firous  of  giving  a  proof  of  my  high 
elteem  for  the  General,  he  Ihall 
be  allowed  a  covered  boat. 

Art.  II.  General  Tvl array  de- 
fires  the  garrifon  may  be  aiiowcd 
to  retiirn  to  England,  prifoncrs  of 
war,  in  tranfports  furnilhed  by  the 
King  of  Spain,  but  paid  for  by 
the  King  of  England;  and  thit 
the  troops  fliail  be  viduj^Ued, 
while  they  remain  on  the  ifland, 
till  the  tranfports  are  got  ready  for 
them,  and  during  the  pafTagv  to 
Great-Britain,  out  of  the  llur^-s  of 
the  garrifon,    at   the   fame   allow- 


ance for  each  man  they  nave  been 
accuilomed  to  receive ;  the  troops 
of  the  garrifon  are  likewifc  to  be 
allowed  to  take  tiieir  bedding  with 
them  into  the  tranfports.     Granted. 

Art.  ]li.  That  the  Corficuns, 
Greeks,  &c.  are  ro  be  tranlported 
to  Leghorn,  and  likewife  vidu- 
alled  out  of  the  fbres  of  the  gai- 
rifon at  the  ufual  allowance  :  the 
tranfports  at  the  expence  of  Eng- 
land.    Granted. 

Art.  IV.  That  the  General 
thinks  that  the  officers  fhould  fol- 
low the  fate  of  tneir  men,  and 
therefore  will  not  permit  any  offi- 
cer to  go  home  by  land,  but  thofe 
whofe  health  requires  it :  that  his 
own  will  not  adm'.t  of  a  long  fea 
voyage,  and  therefore  he  hopes  the 
Duke  de  Crillon  will  allow  him 
and  his  fuite  to  go  to  Marfeilles, 
and  from  thence  to  England,  for 
which  purpofe  he  has  the  King  of 
France's  pafTport.     Granted. 

Art.  V.  That  the  t^uke  de 
Crillon  may  depend  upon  if  the 
garrifon  of  Fort  St.  Philip's  fhall 
not  ferve  during  the  war,  unlefs 
the/  are  regularly  exchanged,  or 
a  cartel  fettled  betwixt  the  belli- 
gerent powers,  which  may  libe- 
rate them  from  the  obligations  of 
nut  fcrving  during  the  war. 

Jnfiver,  The  confidence  which 
I  have  ill  the  honour  of  all  the  of- 
fiC.-rs  of  the  garrifon  of  St.  Pniiip 
does  not  Uilt'er  me  to  doubt  of  their 
keeping  ^helr  promife  not  to  ferve 
againlt  Spain  and  her  allies,  until 
they  have  been  exchanged  by 
3pain,  cither  man  for  man,  or  by 
means  of  a  cartel,  in  cafe  any 
fhould  be  eftablulied  by  their  Ca- 
tholic and  Britannic  MajelUes,  for 
the  ofticcrs  ihall  be  prifoners  of 
v/ar     on    their   parole    of   honour. 
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given  in  writing  under  their  hands ; 
\\ith  regard  to  the  foldiers,  a  lift 
of  their  names  iiiuil  be  made  out, 
their  officers  fliall  exfjlain  to  them 
the  obligation  they  have  contraded 
of  not  ierving  during  the  war,  till 
they  have  been  exchanged,  and 
fhall  warn  them  of  the  penalty  of 
death  they  will  be  punifhed  with 
if  guilty  of  breaking  this  obliga- 
tion. 

Art.  VI.  That  the  Duke  de 
Crillon's  known  humanity  leaves 
General  Murray  no  doubt  that  his 
Excellency  will  be  happy  to  allow 
vegetables  and  every  poflible  re- 
frelhment,  to  be  bought  in  the 
markets  of  the  ifland,  which  can 
contribute  to  the  recovery  of  the 
fick  of  the  garrifon.  Granted. 
_  Art.  Vir.  That  he  has  as 
little  doubt  that  his  Excellency's 
generofity  will  not  admit  of  allow- 
ing the  officers,  foldiers,  and  ar- 
tificers of  the  garrifon,  to  be 
plundered  of  their  baggage,  and 
maltreated  by  the  befieging  army  ; 
for  which  purpofe  he  propofes  to 
put  the  Duke  de  Crillon  immedi- 
ately in  pofleffion  of  Marlbro*, 
Charles  Fort,  Queen's  Redoubt, 
and  the  Kane  Lunette.     Granted. 

Art.  VIII.  That  the  Englifh 
garrifon  fhall  remain  poflefTed  of 
the  other  out-works  till  the  day 
they  embark;  and  that  no  infults 
may  be  offered  them  by  the  Spanilh 
foldiers. 

Answer.  The  whole  garrifon 
fhall  early  to-morrow  morning  quit 
the  place,  to  be  conducted  to  Al- 
cor,  where  they  fhall  remain  till 
they  are  embarked,  and  every  at- 
tention fhall  be  paid  them,  which 
their  defence  and  valour  deferve. 

Art.  IX.  Hoflages  to  be  de- 
livered on  both  fides  for  the  faith- 


ful performance  of  the  preceding 
articles. 

Jnjhx'er.  In  confequence  of  the 
zd  and  3d  preceding  articles, 
which  treat  of  the  tranfports  that 
are  to  be  furnifhed  by  Spain,  his 
Excellency  General  Murray  fliall 
name  feme  principal  officers,  who 
fhall  remain  as  hollages  till  the 
return  ofthefaid  tranfports. 

Mahon,  Feb.  6,  lySz. 

(Signed)  (Signed) 

J.  Murray.     B.  B.  Due  de  Crillon. 
Le  Baron  de  Falkenhayn,  Mar. 
de  Camp.  Comm.  les  Troupes 
Franc. 
Felix  Buch. 

El.  Marq.  de  Cafa  Cagigal. 
Dn.  Orazio  Borghefe. 
El  Conde  de  Afuentes. 

Return  of  the  Killed  and  Wounded 
during  the  Siege  of  Fort  St.  Phi^ 
lip^-U    from    the    igth  of  Jugujf, 

1 78 1,  to    the    ^th    of  February^ 

1782,  inclufive. 

Killed.  Marine  corps.  Lieute- 
nants Davis  and  Crew,  3  ferje- 
ants,  54  rank  and  file.  Total. 
59- 

Wounded.  51ft  regiment,  Colonel 
Capt.  Savage,  Lieutenants  Ful- 
ler and  Kull,  Enfign  Naper. 
61ft  ditto,  Capt.  Muet.  Gol- 
d acker's.  Lieutenant  Botticher. 
Royal  Artillery,  Capr.  Fade, 
Licatenents  Irwin  and  Wood- 
ward. Engineers,  Lieutenants 
D'Arcy  and  Johnlton.  Marine 
corps,  Capt.  Harman,  Lieut. 
Hodges.  Corficans,  Captain 
Colle.  10  ferjeants,  124  rank 
and  file.     Total  149. 

Geo.  Don,  Adj.  Gen. 

State 
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Moft  of  the  brafs  mortars,  though 
returned  hrviceable,  are  run  by 
frequent  firing. 


State  of  the  Guns   and  Mortars    at 

St.  Philip's  Cape,  Minorca,  Fe- 
bruary 5,  1782. 
Iron  Garrison  Guns. 

Ser-vice-  U/ifer-  To- 
able,  'viceable.  tal. 
Tlurty-two pounders  lo  14  2+ 
Twenty-four  ditto  -  1  2  3 
Eighteen  ditto  -  -32  21  55 
Twelve  ditto  -  -  32  16  48 
Nine  ditto  -  -  -  46  6  52 
Six  ditto  -  -  -3+  19  53 
Four  ditto     »     -     -     i         —  i 

Total     156         78       234 
N.  B.  Three  twenty-four  pound- 
ers, and   three    eighteen-pounders, 
were  received  from  Mr.  Robinfon. 
Iron  Ship  Gu  ns. 

» T-  •.    r  nine  pounders  10     —     10 

IvLnorca  s  ^  ,-     ,/ 

\  llX  UlttO  -        I        I 

Cornwallis's,  fix  ditto      -   19        i      20 
Eagle's  four  ditto      -       -   \z 
p,         ,      \  four  ditto  7  unfi 

t  three  ditto  i  able 
Porcupine's  three  ditto  -  2 
St.  Ant.  de  Padua,  nine  do.  2 


'  7  unfize-  J ; 
\    able.   2; 


Total  46 
Mortars. 

T     1       ^  Iron        .       -  2 
13  Inches  \  r,    r 

•'               I  Brals    -        -  2 

S  ditto 7 

51^  or  royal  ditto       -        -  3 

2  4-5ths,  or  cohorn  ditto  4 


14 
4 

2       4 

—       2 

9     55 


I  8 
12  15 
16      20 


49 


Total     18     31 
Brass  Field  Pieces. 

Light  fix  pounders         -     17        5     22 

TT      •.  58  inch     -        6     —       6 

Howitzers     •5  ,  , 

( 4  2-5ths   -     5       I       6 

Total     28       6      34 
Two  travelling  carriages  unlerviceable. 
Jacob  Schalch,  Capt. 
R.  Artillery  F.  O. 

N.  B.  Many  of  the  guns  which 
are  returned  lerviceable  have  been 
ftruck  by  the  enemy's  fhot  and 
fhells,  and  may  prove  dangerous  to 
be  further  ufed. 


Ho/pital,  Sf.  Philip's  Cajflt, 
Fii.  I,  17S2. 

FROM  the  extraordinary  in- 
creale  of  the  fick  in  the  garrifon, 
and  the  little  progrefs  we  make  in 
reducing  that  evil,  we  judge  it 
necellary  both  on  account  of  tlie 
public  fervice,  as  well  as  oar  own 
credit,  to  inform  your  Excellency, 
that  the  prevailing  diieafe,  the 
fcurvy,  amongit  the  troops,  is  got 
to  fuch  an  alarming  height,  as 
feems  to  us  to  admit  of  no  remedy 
in  our  prefcnt  fituation.  Every 
means  has  been  tried  to  palliate 
this  formidable  malady;  but  the 
daily,  and  we  may  fay,  the  hourly 
falling  down  of  the  men,  baffles  all 
our  endeavours.  The  different 
returns  of  the  fick,  will  fhew  your 
Excellency  the  truth  of  this  aifer- 
tion.  We  are  forry  to  add,  that 
it  does  not  appear  to  us,  that  any 
one  now  in  the  hofpital,  will  be 
able  to  do  the  fmalleft  duty  under 
the  prefent  circumltances,  where 
no  vegetable  food  is  to  be  had,  or 
free  air. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed) 

Geo.  Monro,  Phyfician  General. 

Will.  Fellows,  Surg.  General. 

D.  M'Neille,  Surg,  to  Nav.  Hof. 

E.  I.  Grimfchel,  Surg.  P.  ErnelFs. 
Rabillc,  Goldackcr's. 

S.  Ford,  Royal  Artillery. 
James  Hall,  5x11  Regiment. 
To  his  Excellency  the  Governor. 

St.Philif'iCaJiU,  Feb.  i,  1782. 

FROM  the  reprefentation  made 
by  the  faculty  of  the  incrtafe  of 
the  fjck,  the  Governor  judges  it 
neccfl'ary  that  the  men  who  are 
^ven  doing  duty,   (hould   be   exa- 

[s^J  +  mined 
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mined  by  the  faculty,  and  a  report 
of  the  Itate  of  their  health,  particu- 
larly with  regard  to  the  fcurvy,  to 
be  made  to  mc,  for  his  Excellency's 
information. 

(Signed) 

G.  Don,  Adj.  Gen. 
Dr.  Monro,  Phyfician-general, 
and  Diredor  of  the  Hofpital. 

St.  Philip's  Cape,  February  3,  1 782. 

AGREEABLE  to  his  excellen- 
cy's orders  of  the  ift  inftant,  we 
have  made  a  moft  careful  exami- 
nation, with  refpefl  to  the  health 
of  the  men  doing  duty  ;  in  confe- 
<]uence  of  which,  the  inclofed  re- 
turn is  tranfmitted  to  you  for  his 
Excellency's  information.  We 
judge  it  neceifary  to  add,  that 
thofe  men  fpecified  in  the  returns, 
will,  in  all  probability,  be,  in  a 
few  days,  incapable  of  performing 
any  duty,  from  the  rapid  progrels 
the  fcurvy  makes  among  ft  thern : 
neither  is  It  in  our  power  to  check 
this  prevailing  malady.  The  con- 
flant  duty  the  men  are  obliged  to 
perform,  the  impoffibility  of  pro- 
curing any  kind  of  vegetables,  in 
the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs,  to 
whicJi  we  may  add  the  damp,  foul 
air  thofe  men  conftantly  breathe 
in  the  fubterraneans,  are  caufes 
fufficient  to  dread  the  confequences. 
We  are,  <%c. 

Geo.  Monro,  Phyfician  Gen. 

W.  Fellows,  Surg,  to  tr,e  Hcfp. 

D.  M'Neille,  Surg,  to  the  Hofp. 

John  Pvcd,  Surg,  to  the  Kofp. 

James  Hall,  Surg,  to  the  5  lir. 

E.J.    GrimfcheJ,   burgeon   Pr. 
Erneft's. 

Rabllle,  Surg,  to  Goldacker's. 
To  Capt.  Geo.  Don,  Adj.  Gen. 

Return  of  the  Scorbutic  Men  (in  the 
four  Regiir.enisJ '  no^uj  doing  Duty 


in    the   Garrifon    of  St.   Philip's, 
February  3,  178Z. 

Corps.  No.  of  Men. 

51ft  regiment       —  —     120 

6 1  ft  ditto         —  —     III 

Prince  Erneft's  zd  battalion        153 
Goldacicer's  —  —     176 

Total     560 
(Signed) 
Geo.  Monro,  Phylician  Gen. 
D.   M'Neille,   Surg,   to   Naval 

Hofpital. 
John  Red,  Surg,  to  the  Hofp. 
James  Hall,  Surg,  to  51ft  Regt. 
S.  M'Cormie,  Surgeon's  Mate. 
B.  J.    Cirimfchel,  Surgeon   Pr. 

Erneft's. 
Rf.bille,  Goldacker's. 

Returns  7nade  by  the  Commanding 
Officers  cf  the  Four  Regiments,  of 
the  Number  of  Men  doing  Duty  in 
each,  of  the  Number  they  furnijh 
daily  for  Guard,  and  of  the  Num- 
ber deficient  for  one  Relief 

St.  Philip's  February  l,  1782. 

No.  of    No.  for  No.defi- 

Regm'.er.ts.  men  do-      guard,    dent  for 

ing  duty.  I  relief. 

158  S6  14 

27 

28 


51ft  —  15S 

6ift  —  177 

}'r.  Ernef}'s  2J  bat.  184 

Goldacker's  dicio  247 


104 
ic6 
1-9 


1 1 


Total        766  415  80 

N.  B.  From  the  ift  inftant  to  the 
3d,  ic6  men  were  carried  to  the 
hofpitals ;  fo  there  only  remained 
doing  duty  660. 


Remarkable   Actions   at 
Sea,  oic. 

London  Gazette. 

Admiralty  Office,  April  Z-J,  1 782. 

Extrad  of  a  Letter  from  the  Hon. 

Vice  Admiral  Barrington  to  Mr. 

Stephens, 
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Stephens,  da'cd  on  Board  the 
Britannia,  at  St.  Helens,  the 
z^th  of  Jpril,  1782. 

I  HAVE  the  pleafure  to  ac- 
quaint you,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  my  Lords  Commiffior.ers  of 
the  Admiralty,  that  on  the  20th 
inftant,  Ulliant  bearing  N.  E. 
half  E.  23  leagues,  at  one  p.  M. 
I  perceived  the  Artois,  Captain 
Macbride,  with  a  fignal  out  for 
difcovering  an  enemy's  fleet,  but 
at  fuch  a  dilh'ince  that  it  was  with 
the  utmoft  difficulty  I  could  dif- 
tinguifli  the  colour  of  the  flag  ;  it 
was  then  calm,  but  a  breeze  fpring- 
ing  up,  I  made  the  fignal  for  a 
general  chace ;  the  enemy  at  fuch 
a  diftance  that  I  could  but  jult  dif- 
cover  them  from  the  Britannia's 
mad:  head  at  three  o'clock.  At 
the  clofe  of  the  evening  feven  of 
our  fhips  had  got  a  good  dillance 
a  head  of  mc,  the  Foudroyant, 
Captain  jcrvis,  the  fore  mo  it ;  and 
in  the  night,  it  coming  to  bloyv 
ftrong  with  hazy  weather,  after 
having  loll  his  companions,  at  47 
minutes  after  12,  brought  the  Pe- 
gafe  of  74  guns  and  700  men  to  a 
clofe  aftion,  which  continued  three 
quarters  of  an  hour,  when  the  Fou- 
droyant, having  laid  her  on  board 
on  the  larboard  quarter,  the 
Frenchmen  llruck.  My  pen  is 
not  equal  to  the  praife  that  is  due 
to  the  good  condufl,  bravery  and 
difciplinc  of  Capt.  Jervis,  his  offi- 
cers and  fcamen  on  this  occafion : 
let  his  own  modeft  narrative, 
which  1  herewith  inclofe,  fpeak 
iOx  jtfelf. 

The  next  morning  foon  afrer 
day- break,  the  wind  then  fouth, 
blowing  Ilro'.ig,  it  Ihifced  in  an 
in -ant  to  well,  and  with  fuch  vio- 
lence   that   it  was   with    diinculty 


I  could  carry  my  courfes  to  clear 
Ufhant  and  gee  the  Channel  open, 
which  being  accompliihed  bv  noon, 
I  brought  to  and  remained  \o  until 
the  evening  of  the  2  2d  to  colled 
the  fquadron. 

By  the  accounts  of  the  prifoners 
there  was  18  fail,  laden  with 
ftores,  provifions,  and  ammuni- 
tion, under  the  convoy  of  the  Pro- 
tedeur  of  74,  Pegafe  74,  L'An- 
dro.nache  32,  together  with  L'Ac- 
tionaire,  a  two-decker,  armed  en 
flute,  all  bound  fcr  L'Ifle  de 
France.  They  left  Breft  the  loth 
inltanr. 

I  cannot  pretend  to  give  their 
lordiVjps  a  particular  account  cf  the 
number  of  prizes,  but  mult. refer 
them  to  that  they  may  receive  as 
they  arrive  in  port,  though  1  be- 
lieve there  are  ten  at  lealt. 

Proceedings  cf  his  Mcjefy's  Ship 
under  my  command  fro/n  tie  zoth 
infant. 

Near  fun-fet  on  the  20th,  I  was 
near  enough  to  difcover  that  the 
enemy  confilted  of  three  or  four 
ffiips  of  war,  two  of  them  at  leaft 
of  the  line,  with  17  or  18  fail  un- 
der their  convey,  and  :hat  the  lat- 
ter difperfed  by  fignal.  At  half 
pall  nine  1  obferved  the  fnialleil 
of  the  fliips  of  war  to  fpeak  with 
the  head  moll,  and  then  bear  a- 
way.  At  a  quarier  paft  ten,  the 
fternmoft  line  of  battle  fliip,  per- 
ceiving we  came  up  with  her  xery 
fail:,  bore  up  alfo.  I  purfucd 
her,  and  at  47  minutes  after 
twelve  brought  her  to  clofe  ac- 
tion, which  continued  three  quar- 
ters oJ  Z'^  hour,  when,  having  laid 
her  aboard  on  the  larboard  quar- 
ter, the  French  iliip  of  war  Le 
Pegafe,  of  74  guns  and  700  men, 

com- 
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commanded    by  the  Chevalier   de 
Cillart,  furrendered. 

The  discipline  and  good  con- 
duft  of  the  officers  and  men  under 
my  command  will  beft  appear  by 
the  ilate  of  the  killed  and  wounded, 
and  of  the  damages  fultaincd  in 
each  fhip. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that 
only  two  or  three  people,  with 
myfelf,  are  flighdy  wounded ;  but 
I  learn  from  the  Chevalier  de  Cil- 
lart,  that  Le  Pegafe  fuffered  a  very 
great  carnage,  and  was  materially 
damaged  in  her  mafts  and  yards, 
the  mizen-maft  and  fore-top-mail 
having  gone  away  foon  after  the 
aftion  ceafed. 

It  blew  fo  ftrong  yefterday  morn- 
ing, that  I  with  difficulty  put  eighty 
rncn  on  board  the  prize,  but  re- 
ceived only  forty  prifoners  in  re- 
turn, in  performing  which  I  fear 
two  of  our  boats  were  loft.  The 
difabled  ftate  of  the  prize,  toge- 
ther with  the  ftrong  wind  and 
heavy  fca,  induced  me  to  make 
the  fignal  for  immediate  aftiftance, 
which  Commodore  Elliot  fupplied, 
by  making  the  Queen's  fignal  to 
affift  the  difabled  (hip. 

At  eight  o'clock  iaft  night  they 
bore  S..S.  W.  four  miles  diftance  of 
us :  we  lay-to  til!  ten,  in  hopes  of 
their  joining,  but  not  perceiving 
them,  we  bore  up,  and  ran  N.  E. 
twenty-three  miles  till  day  light, 
when,  fteing  nothing  of  them,  we 
brought-to,  and  at  half  paft  eight 
made  fail  to  join  the  fquadron. 

By  all  I  can  learn  from  the  pri- 
foners, this  fmall  fquadron,  com- 
pofed  of  Le  Protefteur,  Monfieur 
de  Soulange,  Commodore,  Le  Pe- 
gafe, and  L'Andromache  frigate, 
was  making  a  feccnd  attempt  to 
proceed  on  an  expedition  to  the 
Eaft  Indies,  fome  of  the  troops  hav- 


ing been  before  captured  under 
that  deftination,  by  the  fquadron 
under  the  command  of  Rear-Ad- 
miral Kcmpenfelt,  in  the  prefence  of 
the  above-mentioned  ihips  of  war. 
John  Jervis, 

Foudroynnt,  April  23. 

N.  B.  Advice  has  been  received, 
that  the  Pegafe  of  74  guns  is  ar- 
rived at  Spithead,  and  the  following 
ftiips,  part  of  the  abovementioned 
captures,  at  Plymouth. 
La  Fidelite,  with  178  troops  and  ftores. 
La  Bellone,  147  troops  and  llores. 

La  Lionne,  180  troops  and  ftores. 

Due  de  Chartres,  ftores  and  arms. 


London  Gazette. 

Admhahy  office,  Apnl  2,  1  782. 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Capt.  Pole, 
of  his  Majejlfs  Ship  the  Succefs, 
0/^32  Guns  and  220  Men,  to  Mr. 
Stephens,  dated  at  Spithead  the 
^Oth  nf  March,  I782. 

HAVE  the  honour  to  defirc 

you  will  inform  my  Lords  Com- 

miiTioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that 
on  the  1 6th  inft.  at  day  light,  in 
lat.  35  :  40  N.  Cape  Spartel  bear- 
ing E.N.  E.  eighteen  leagues,  the 
v.'ind  at  S.  W.  ftanding  for  the 
gut,  with  the  Vernon  ftoreftiip, 
we  difcovered  a  fail  right  a-head, 
clofe  hauled  on  the  larboard  tack  : 
as  foon  as  I  could  difcover  her  hull 
from  the  maft-head,  which  the 
haze  and  lofty  poop  magnified,  I 
made  the  Vernon's  fignal  to  haul 
the  wind  on  the  ftarboard  tack, 
and  make  all  fail ;  foon  after  haul- 
ed our  wind,  the  ftrange  fail  tack- 
ed and  gave  chace  ;  at  half  paft 
two,  P.  rj.  finding  the  chace 
gained  on  the  Vernon,  I  ffiorten- 
ed  fail  to  let  her  go  a-head,  and 
then  brought-to,  in  hopes  at  leaft 

to 
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to  make  him  (horten  fall,  and  di- 
vert his  attention  from  the  fliip 
under  my  convoy.  We  foon  after 
dlfcovered  him  to  be  only  a  large 
frigate  with  a  poop :  at  a  little 
after  five  he  hoilied  a  Spanifh  en- 
fign,  with  a  broad  pendant,  and 
fired  a  gun :  at  fix,  being  within 
random  fhot,  allern  of  me,  I  wore, 
and  ftemmed  for  his  lee  bow,  till 
we  had  jult  diftancc  fufficient  to 
weather  him ;  then  hauled  clofe 
athwart  his  forefoot,  giving  him 
our  whole  fire  within  half  piftol 
fhot ;  pafTed  clofe  to  windward  en- 
gaging, while  the  enemy  expefl- 
ing  us  to  leeward,  were  firing 
their  lee  guns  into  the  water  ;  the 
diforder  our  firlt  fire  threvv  them 
into  they  did  not  recover.  We 
then  wore,  and  placed  ourfelves 
to  great  advantage,  which  our  fu- 
periority  of  failing  allowed  us  to 
do,  fupporting  without  intermif- 
fion,  a  moft  aitonifning  clofe  and 
well  ferved  fire,  at  never  more 
than  half  a  cable  diftance,  till  the 
enemy  ftruck,  which  was  about 
twenty  minutes  pafl:  eight.  She 
proved  to  be  the  Santa  Catalina, 
Don  Mig.  Jacon,  commander,  of 
thirty  four  guns,  twenty -fix  long 
Spanifh  twelves  on  the  main  deck, 
and  ei^lit  fix-poanders  on  the 
quarter  deck.  The  number  of 
men  I  have  not  been  able  to  afcer- 
tain.  We  have  on  board  2S6  pri- 
foners.  The  captain  and  officers 
fay  they  had  between  25  and  30 
killed,  and  only  8  wounded.  Don 
Mig.  Jacon  is  a  captain  in  the  line, 
hath  a  diftinguilhing  pendant  as 
fuch,  and  is  fenior  officer  of  the 
frigates  cruifing  off  the  Straits: 
had  a  very  particular  defcription 
of  the  Sucafi  fcnt  him,  whom  he 
was  particularly  diredled  to  look 
out  for;   had  been    cruifing  three 
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weeks  for  us  ;  had  feen  us  four 
times  ;  chaced  us  twice  with  a 
fquadron  of  four  and  fix  fail,  from 
whom  he  parted  two  days  before. 
He  fpeaks  with  much  difplcafure 
of  the  behaviour  of  his  fhip's  com- 
pany. Lieutenant  Oakely,  whom 
I  had  appointed  to  take  charge 
of  the  prize,  was  indefatigable  in 
clearing  the  wreck.  Her  mizen- 
maft  fell  fome  time  before  fhe 
flruck;  the  main- mail  in  a  fhort 
time  after,  and  her  fore-m.Tfl  mull 
have  Ihared  the  fame  fate,  if  the 
water  had  not  been  remarkably 
fmooth :  in  fhort,  without  afi'um- 
ing  much  prefumption,  1  may  add 
our  guns  did  as  much  execution 
in  the  little  time  as  could  have  been 
done ;  her  hull  was  like  a  fieve, 
the  fhot  going  through  both  fides. 
From  this  Jhicc  of  the  prize,  their 
lordffiips  may  imagine  my  hopes 
of  getting  her  to  port  were  not 
very  fanguine,  Whilll  we  were 
endeavouring  to  fc-cure  her  fore- 
malt,  and  had  jult  repaired  our 
own  damages,  which  were  confi- 
derable  in  our  yards,  malls,  and 
fails,  at  day-light  of  the  i8ch, 
fix  fail  appeared  in  fight,  two  fri- 
gates from  whom  had  chaced,  and 
were  reconncitering  us ;  I  inllant- 
ly  ordered  the  Vernon  to  make  all 
fail,  hoilied  all  my  boats  out,  fent 
on  board  for  Lieutenant  Oakley 
and  the  feamen,  with  orders  to  fet 
fire  to  the  Santa  Catalina  before 
he  left  her.  She  blew  up  in  a 
quarter  of  an  hour.  The  wind 
being  at  S.E.  I  made  all  fail  from 
the  fix  fail,  and  determined  on 
proceeding  with  the  Vernon  to 
Madeira,  Hie  being  now  in  want 
of  provifions  and  water.  We  had 
now  286  prifoners  on  board,  whofe 
intention  to  attempt  rifing  we  had 
fortunately  difcovcred,  encouraged 
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by  the  fuperiority  of  numbers, 
which  appeared  very  Jliikiiig  to 
them. 

The  fpiritcd  behaviour  of  every 
ofiicer,  and  of  the  Ihip's  company, 
is  fuperior  to  my  praife ;  their  real 
value   and  merit  upon  this  occafion 
hath  {hewn   itfelf  in  much  ftrong- 
er  and  more  cxprefTive  terms  than 
I   am   mafter  of;     but  ilill  it  be- 
comes a  duty  incumbent  on  me  to 
reprefent   them   to  their   lordiliips 
as  deferving  their  favour  and  pro- 
teftion  ;  I  have  particular  pleafure 
in    fo    doing.       Lieut.  M'Kinley, 
(zd)    affifted  by  Mr.   James,  maf- 
ter,  were  very  alTiduous  in  getting 
the    Succefs's    damages    repaired, 
as  well  as  they  could  admit.     Lieu- 
tenant Pownal  of  the  marines,  by 
the    greateft    attention    and    good 
example,    formed     a     party     that 
would   do   honour   to  veteran  fol- 
diers.      Indeed,    Sir,   the  warrant, 
petty,    able,    &c.     did    their    duty 
in  fo  noble  a  manner,  that    I   feel 
myfelf  happy  in  rendering    them 
my    public  ttianks.     I    fhall  hope, 
if    their   lordfhips    are   pleafed    to 
conlider  the  condudl  of  the  Succefs 
on  this  occafion  as  deferving  their 
notice,  that   they   will    permit   nie 
to    recommend   the   firll  lieutenant 
to  their  favour.     From  the  reports 
5iiven  me  fince,  it  adds  to  my  fa- 
tisfaftion    to    knew,    that,    had    I 
not  been  obliged  to  fet  fire  to  the 
Catalina,  (he  could  not  have  fwam, 
a   gale  of  wind  coming  on  imme- 
diately after,  which  obliged   us  to 
lay  to  under  a  ftorm  Hay  fail :    fhe 
was    the    largell     frigate     in    the 
King   of  Spain's   fervice  :  her  ex- 
ait    dimenfions    I     have     received 
fr:jm  the  capiain ;  they  were  taken 
three  months    fince  when  fhe  was 
coppered  at  Cadiz.     1  am  forry  to 
add,   that  amongft  the  lid   of  our 
wounded  is  Mr.  George  Hutchiu- 
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1 1 

10 

4 


fon,  Bcatr>va;n,   who  loft  his  arm  : 
the  fervice  will  lofe  a  very  valuable 
man. 
Dhncnjicns  of  the  Santa  Catalina. 
ft.     In. 
Length  of  keel  —     138 

Length  of  deck  —     151 

Extreme  breadth        —       39 
Height    of     middle    port 
when  vidualled  for  four 
months  — _  8      o 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Colonel 
Gladftanes  and  the  other  ofiicers, 
paflengers  on  board  the  Vernon 
ftore-ihip,  for  their  attention,  par- 
ticularly in  affifting  to  fecure  the 
prifoners. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient 
humble  fervant, 
Cha.  M.  Pole. 
Killed      in      the     Succefs,     i  ; 
wounded,  4. 


Admhahy  Opce,  May  18,  17S:. 
Lord  Cranfton,  one  of  the  cap- 
tains of  his  majefty's  fhip  the  For- 
midable, and  Capt.  Byron  of  the 
Andromache,  in  which  flnp  his 
lordlhip  cair.e  palTenger,  anived 
early  this  morning  v.'ith  difpatches 
from  Admiral  Sir  George  Brydges 
Rodney,  Bart,  to  Mr,  Stephens, 
of  which  the  fi^llowing  are  copies. 

Sir, 

Formidahh  at  Sea,  j^/ril  14,  17S2. 

T  has  pleafed  God,  out  of  his 
divine  Providence,  to  grant  to 
his  majefty's  arms  a  moft  complete 
vidlory  over  the  fleet  of  his  ene- 
my, commanded  by  the  Count  de 
GralTe,  who  is  himfelf  captured 
with  the  Ville  de  Paris,  and  four 
other  fliips  of  the  fleet,  befides 
one  funk  in  the  aftion. 

This  important  vidory  was  ob- 
tained the  12th  inft.  after  a  battle 

which 
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which  lafted  with  unremitting  fury 
from  feven  in  the  morning  till 
half  pafl:  fix  in  the  evening,  when 
the  fetting  fun  put  an  end  to  the 
conteft. 

Both  fleets  have  greatly  fufFered ; 
but  it  is  with  the  highell  fatisfac- 
tion  I  can  afiiire  tneir  iordOiips, 
that  though  the  mails,  fails,  rig- 
ging, and  hulls  of  the  Britifli  fleet 
are  damaged,  yet  the  lofs  of  men 
has  been  but  fmall,  confideriug  the 
length  of  the  battle  and  the  clofe 
adlion  they  fo  long  fuftained,  and 
in  which  both  fleets  looked  upon 
the  honour  of  their  king  and  coun- 
try to  be  moll  efll-ntially  con- 
cerned. 

The  great  fupply  of  naval  fl:ores 
lately  arrived  in  the  Well  Indies 
will,  I  flatter  myfelf,  foon  repair  all 
the  damages  his  majefly's  fleet  has 
fiiilained. 

The  gallant  behaviour  of  the  of- 
ficers and  men  of  the  fleet  I  had  the 
honour  to  command,  has  been  fuch 
as  muil  for  ever  endear  them  to  all 
lovers  of  their  king  and  country. 

The  noble  behaviour  of  my  fe- 
cond  in  command,  Sir  Samuel  Hood, 
who  in  both  adions  mofl:  confpicu- 
oufly  exerted  himfelf,  demands  my 
warmeft  encomiums ;  my  third  in 
command,  Rear  Admiral  Drake, 
who,  with  his  divifion  led  the  bat- 
tle on  the  1 2th  inihmt,  deferves 
the  highefc  praife;  nor  lefs  can  be 
given  to  Commodore  Afiicck,  for 
hii  gallant  behaviour  in  leading  the 
centre  divifion. 

My  own  captain.  Sir  Charles 
Douglas,  merits  every  thing  I  can 
pollibly  fay  ;  his  unremitted  dili- 
gence and  activity,  greatly  eafcd 
me  in  the  unavoidable  fatigue  of 
the  day. 

In  Ihcrt,  I  want  words  to  exprefs 
how  fcnfible  I   am  of  the  merito- 


rious conduft  of  all  the  captain?, 
officers,  and  men,  who  had  a  Ihare 
in  this  glorious  vidory,  obtained  by 
their  gallant  exertions. 

The  enemy's  whole  army,  con- 
futing of  55C0  men,  were  on  board 
their  fliips  of  war:  the  deftrudion 
among  them  muR  be  prodigious,  as 
for  the  greatefl  part  of  the  adioa 
every  gun  told ;  and  their  lordfliips 
may  judge  what  havock  mull  have 
been  made,  when  the  Formidable 
fired  near  eighty  broadfides. 

Inclofed  I  have  the  honour  to 
fend  for  their  lordfhips  infpeftion, 
the  Britifli  and  French  lines  of 
battle,  with  an  account  of  the  killed 
and  wounded,  and  damages  fuftain- 
ed by  his  majefly's  fleet. 

Lord  Cranflon,  who  afled  as 
one  of  the  Captains  of  the  Formi- 
dable during  both  adlions,  and  to 
whofe  gallant  behaviour  I  am 
much  indebted,  will  have  the  ho- 
nour of  deliverini^-  thefe  difpatches. 
To  him  I  mufi:  refer  their  lord- 
fliips for  every  minute  particular 
they  may  wifla  to  know,  he  being 
perfeftly  mafler  of  the  whole  tranf- 
aflion. 

That  the  Britifli  flag  may  for 
ever  flourifli  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe,  is  the  mofl  ardent  wifli  of 
him,  who  has  the  honour  of  beino-, 
with  great  regard. 
Sir, 
Your  mofl  obedient 

humble  fervant, 
G.  B.  Rod ket. 

J  /i/9  of  the  French  Jh'ips  taken. 

T     \T-\\    J    i>    •  C  Had  on  board  in  the 

La  ViUede  Fans  no  <      -, 

^   action  \\co  men. 

Le  Clorieux  74    7^3  men  i  50  rddier* 

Le  Ctlar  74    750  nnrn  i  50  dirto 

L'Hcctor  74    750  men  1 50  ditto 

L' Ardent  64    650  men  ico  ditto 

One  funk,  name  unknown. 

LINE 
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LINE 


BATTLE. 


Royal  Oak  to  lead  on  the  Starboard  Tack,  and  the  Marlborough  oil 
the  Larboard. 


Trigates, 


*  Lizard 

*  La  Nymphe 
Champion  to  re- 
peat fignals. 

Zebra 


Aledo 


*  Convert 

EndymJon 
Alarm 

Andromache 

*  Fortunec 

Flora  to  repeat 
fignaU. 

Alert 


Ships. 
f-Royal  Oak 
Alfred 
Montagu 
Yarmouth 
Valiant 

BarHeur 


Monarch 

Warriour 

Belliqueux 

Centaur 

Magnificent 

Pr.  William 


Commatidcn. 

guns. 

wen. 

h!. 

lud. 

tot. 

Thomas  Burnett 

74 

6co 

8 

30 

38 

William  Bayne 

74 

6co 

IZ 

40 

5^ 

George  Bowen 

74 

600 

IZ 

31 

43 

Anthony  Parry 

64 

500 

14 

33 

47 

S.  G.  Goodall 

74 

650 

10 

28 

38 

SirSam.  Hood,  Bart. 

7 

John  Knight 

J  90 

767 

10 

37 

47 

Francis  Reynolds 

74 

6co 

16 

33 

49 

Sir  James  Wallace 

74 

600 

5 

21 

26 

Alex.  Sutherland 

64 

5C0 

4 

10 

14 

J(hn  Ingiefield 

74 

650 

No  return 

. 

Robert  Linzee 

74 

600 

6 

II 

17 

George  Wilkinfon 

64 

500 

0 

0 

0 

B5  ■> 


Bedford 

Ajax 
Repulfe 
Canada 
St.  Albans 
Kamur 


Form 


idable  \ 


^5 


Sybil  ^^ 

*  Pegafus  ^ 

*  Salamander      io 

*  Germain 

I/} 

»  Blaft  "^    . 

u  c 
■A  2 

<:| 

Triton  [^  g 

Eurydice  to  re-       „  J 

peat  fignais.     "ra  '«    ■ 

E  < 

*  Santa  Monica  -p  a; 


Duke 

Agamemnon 
Rei'olution 
Prothce 
Hercules 
^America 


PrincelTa 

Conqueror 
Nonfuch 

Aicide 
rrogant 
■iborouE 


•  Aicid 
Arrog 
LMarit 


Com.  Edm.  Affleck 
Thomas  Graves 
N.  Charrington 
Thomas  Dumarcfq 
Hon.  W.  Cornwallis 
Captain  Inglis 
Robert  Fan/hawe 
Sir  G.  B.  Rodney,  Bt. 
Sir  Ch.  Douglas,  Bt. 
John  Symonds 
.  Lord  Cranfton 
Allen  Gaidner 
Benjamin  Caldwell 
Lord  Rob.  Manners 
Charles  Buckner 
Henry  Savage 
Samuel  Thompfon 

James  Saumarez 
Andiew  Barklay 
Robeit  Barber 
William  Blair 
John  Lewis  Gidoin 
James  Williams 

i  Fr.  Sam.  Drake,  Efq. 

[  Cha.  KnatchbuU 
George  Balfour 
William  Trufcott 
Charles  Thompfon 
Samuel  Cornifh 
Taylor  Penny 


74  617  o  17  17 

74  550  9  40  49 

64  500  311  14 

74  600  iz     23  35 

64  500  06  6 

90  750  6  25  31 


.90  750  15  39   54 


00 

64 

750 
500 

13 

14 

60 
^4 

73 
3S 

74 

6&0 

4 

35 

39 

64 
74 
64 

500 
600 
500 

5 
7 
I 

25 

19 

I 

30 

26 

2 

74 
64 

6co 
500 

10     29 
^<ot  in  adio 

39 
n. 

74 
64 
74 

600 
500 
600 

3 

3 

10 

12 
13 
25 

15 
16 

35 

90 

750 

9 

24 

33 

70 

577 

3 

Zw 

-5 

74 
64 
74 

600 
500 

600 

7     23 

3       3 

No  returns 

30 
6 

600 

0 

0 

0 

74 

600 

3 

16 

'9 

Total        237  766  1003 
All  accidental  fiigates  to  be  oppofite  the  centre  divifion.  ■ 

K.  B.  Thofe  marked  *  not  with  the  fleet  during  the  aftions. 

\TbeGazctts  by  jlme  m'lflake  mckei  only  230  killed  and  759  wounded,   though  the  total 
'wttK Jummed up  ii  IC03.] 

Returns 
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Re! urns  of  Officers  Killed  and  Wound- 
ed, the  gth  and  1 2th  of  April  1 7  8  2, 
included  in  the  above  Liji. 

Royal  Oak. — Mr.  Gwatkin,  firft 
lieuteiunt,  killed ;  captain  of  ma- 
rines, wounded. 

Alfred. — Captain  Bain,  killed. 
Montagu. — Mr.   William    Caue, 
mafter,   killed;  Lieutenants    Bree- 
don  and  Buchan  of  marines,  wound- 
ed. 

Valiant.  —  Mr.  Richard  Wim- 
bleton,  fecond  lieutenant,  killed; 
Mr.  William  Brown,  fifth  lieute- 
nant, and  Mr.  Backhoufe,  mafter, 
wounded. 

Warriour.  —  Mr.  Stone,  mafter, 
wounded. 

Centaur. — No  return,  halving  a 
prize  in  toiv,  and  not  Joined. 

Magnificent.  —  Capt.  Bagg,  of 
the  marines,  wounded. 

Ajax.  —  Mr.   John    Elliot,   firft 
lieutenant,  Mr.  Thomas  Roiliter,  pl- 
_  lot,  wounded. 

Repulfe.  —  Captain  of  marines, 
and  mafter,  wounded. 

Formidable.  —  Lieutenant  Hele, 
killed;  Captain  Bell  and  Lieut. 
Harris  of  marines,  wounded. 

Duke.  —  Lieut.  Cornifti,  Mr. 
Cooper,  mafter,  Mr.  Scott,  boat- 
fwain,  wounded. 

Agamemnon. — Lieuts.  Incledon 
and  Brice,  wounded  j  the  latter 
fmce  dead. 

Refolution. — Capt.  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Robert  Manners,  wounded, 
and  fince  dead. 

Prcthee. — Mr.  Thomas  Love, 
mafter,  wounded. 

Hercules. — Lieut.  Hobart,  kill- 
ed ;  Captain  Savage,  wounded. 

America.  —  Lieut.  Coiiowhill, 
killed ;  Lieutenant  Trelawney, 
wounded. 

Anfon.— Captain  Blair,  killed. 


Torbay — Lieut.  Mounier  of  ma- 
rines, killed. 

Princeffa.  —  Lieuts.  Dundas  and 
M'Douall,  and  Lieut.  Laban  of 
marines,  wounded. 

Alcide.  —  No  returns,  having  a 
prize  in  tonxi,  and  not  joined. 

Lift  of  the  French  Fleet  in  Fort  Royal 
Harbour,  April  2,  1782. 
Ships.  Guns.\     Ships.  Guns. 


LaVillede Paris  no 
L'Augufte  80 

Le  Due  de  Bur- 

•gogne  80 

Le  Laiiguedoc  80 
*  Le  St.  Efprit  80 
f  La  Couronne  80 
Le  Neptune  80 
X  Le  Triumph- 
ant 80 
Le  Zele  74 
Le  GlorieuK  74 
Le  Citoyen  74 
Le  Souverain  74 
Le  Magnanime  74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 


De;tin  74. 

f  Le     Dauphin 

Royal  74. 

f  LeMagnifique  74 
Le  Reflechi       74 
Le  Bien  Aime     74 
Le  Sceptre  74 

Le  Northumber- 
land 74. 
Le  Conquerant    74 
Le  Marfeillois     74. 


Le  Palmier 

7+ 

L'Ardent 

64 

L'Eveille 

64 

Le  Caton 

64 

Le  Jalbn 

64 

Le   Fier,    armee 

en  flute 

54- 

Le       Minotaur, 

ditto 

74 

Le  Saglttaire 

54- 

L'Experiment 

50 

Le  Ceiar 
Le  Hsaor 
X  Le  Brave 
Le  Pluton 
Le  Hercule 
Le  Scipion 
Le  Bourgogne 

Total,  36  fail  of  the  line,  two 
50  gun  fhips,  13  frigates,  feven 
armed  brigs  of  the  kings,  2  fire- 
fhips,  I  cutter. 

*   Out  of  repair. 

f  Joined  at  Sr.  Kitts. 

X  Arrived  with  the  Breft  convoy. 

Sir, 

Formidahle  at  Sea,  April  14,  lySi. 
I  muft  defire  you  will  pleafc  to 
acquaint  their  lordftiips,  that  noc- 
withftanding  the  difpofuion  I  had 
made  of  his  majefty's  fleet  under 
ray  command,  which  were  ftadon- 
ed  to  wir.clv.:..'d  of  the  French 
iftands,  in  a  line  ftretching  from 
the  latitude  of  Dtfiada  to  the  lati- 
tude 
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tude  of  St.  Vincent,  with  a  line  of 
frigates  to  windward,  which  their 
lordlhips  may  perceive,  by  the  dif- 
pofition  of  the  fleet  I  have  the  ho- 
nour to  inclofe,  and  which  difpofi- 
tion  was  thought  by  every  officer  of 
the  fleet  to  be  fach,  as  to  render  it 
imncffible  for  any  convoy  bound  to 
the  French  iflands  to  efcape,  yet 
notwithllanding  the  vigilance  of 
every  captain  and  ofiicer,  the  ene- 
my tound  means  to  efcape  by  mak- 
ino-  the  ifland  of  Dcfiada,  and 
creeping  clofe  in  under  Gaudaloupe 
and  Dominique,  they  arrived  fafe 
in  the  bay  of  Fort  Royal  on  the 
20th  and  2ifl:  of  March. 

Information  having  been  given 
me  of  this  unlucky  event,  I  thought 
it  my  duty  to  return  to  the  bay  of 
Gros  Iflet,  St.  Lucia,  where  I  had 
ordered  the  florelliips,  viftuallers, 
and  trade  bound  to  Jamaica,  to 
rendezvous. 

On  my  arrival  in  that  ^bay, 
every  difpatch  poffible  was  made  in 
refuting  the  fleet,  and  taking  in 
itcres  and  provifions  for  five 
months  of  all  fpecies  for  the  whole 
fleet.  A  watchful  eye  being  kept 
the  whole  time  on  the  French  fleet 
in  the  bay  of  Fort  Royal,  as  I 
knew  that  Count  de  Grafle  would 
hailen  the  refitting  his  fleet,  and 
take"  the  firft  opportunity  of  pro- 
ceeding to  the  place  of  his  deflina- 
tion. 

On  the  5th  of  April  I  received 
intelligence  that  the  enemy  were 
embarking  their  troops  on  board 
the  fliips  of  war,  and  concluded 
they  intended  to  fail  in  a  very 
few  days. 

Captain  Byron  of  the  Andro- 
mache, an  adive,  brifk,  and  dili- 
gent ofiicer,  watched  their  mo- 
tions, with  fuch  attention,  that  on 
the    8th   inllant   at    day-light,    he 


made  the  fignal  of  the  enemy's 
coming  out,  and  Handing  to  the 
North  Weft;  I  inilantly  made  the 
fignal  to  weigh,  and  having  looked 
into  the  bays  of  Fort  Royal  and 
St.  Pierre's,  where  no  enemy's  fhips 
remained,  I  made  the  fignal  for  a 
general  chace,  ar.d  before  day  light 
of  the  9th,  came  up  with  the  enemy 
under  Dominique,  where  both  fleets 
were  becalmed,  and  continued  fo  for 
fome  time.  The  enemy  firft  got 
the  wind  and  flood  towards  Guada- 
loupe ;  my  van  divifion  under  that 
gallant  officer  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  re- 
ceived it  next  and  ftood  after  them. 
At  nine  the  enemy  began  to  canno- 
nade my  van,  which  was  returned 
with  the  greateft  briflcnefs. 

The  bafliing  winds  under  Domi- 
nique did  not  permit  part  of  the 
centre  divifion  to  get  into  aflion 
with  the  enemy's  rear  till  iialf  paft 
eleven,  and  then  only  the  ftiip  next 
to  me  in  the  line  ofDattle. 

Their  lordfliips  may  eauly  ima- 
gine the  mortification  it  mult  have 
been  to  the  fixteen  gallant  officers 
commanding  the  fl^iips  of  the  rear, 
who( could  only  be  fpedtators  of  an 
aftion  which  it  was  not  in  their 
power  to  join,  being  detained  by 
the  calms  under  Dominique. 

The  enemy's  cannonade  ceafed 
upon  my  rear's  approach,  b^it  not 
before  they  had  done  confiderable 
damage  to  the  fliips  of  the  van, 
and  difibled  the  Royal  Oak  and 
Montagu,  and  his  majefty  had  loft 
a  gallant  officer,  viz.  Capt.  Bayne 
of  the  Alfred,  and  a  number  of 
officers  and  feamen,  as  mentioned 
in  the  account  tranfmitted  to  their 
lordlhips;  but  fuch  was  the  fteady 
behaviour  of  Sir  Samuel  Hood  and 
the  fliips  of  the  van,  that  the  ene- 
my received  more  damage  than 
thrv  occafioned. 

The 
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The  night  of  the  9th  inflant  the 
fleet  lay  to,  to  repair  their  da- 
mages. The  10th  they  continued 
to  turn  to  windward  under  an 
eafy  fail,  the  enemy's  fleet  con- 
tinuing to  do  the  fame,  and  al- 
ways had  it  in  their  power  to  come 
to  aftion,  which  they  moll  cau- 
tioufly  avoided,  and  rendered  it 
impoffible  for  me  to  force  them  in 
the  fitua'.ion  they  were  in,  between 
the  Saints  and  ifland  of  Domi- 
nique. On  the  nth  of  x'\pril,  the 
enemy  having  gained  confiderably 
to  windward,  and  the  wind  blow- 
ing a  frefh  and  fteady  gale,  I  made 
the  fignal  for  a  general  chace  to 
windward,  which  continued  the 
%vhoIe  day.  Towards  fun-fet, 
fome  of  the  headmoft  lliips  of  the 
fleet  had  approached  near  to  one 
of  the  enemy's  (hips  that  had  re- 
ceived damage  in  tlie  late  adion, 
and  had  certainly  taken  her,  if 
Count  de  GrafTe  had  not  bore 
down  with  his  whole  fleet  for  her 
protedion,  which  brought  him  (o 
near,  that  I  flattered  rayfelf  he 
would  give  me  an  opportunity  of 
engaging  him  the  next  day.  With 
that  view  I  threw  out  the  fignal 
for  the  form  of  failing,  and  flood 
with  the  whole  fleet  to  the  fouth- 
ward  till  two  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing; then  tacked,  and  had  the 
happincfs  at  day-light  to  find  my 
moft  fanguine  defire  was  near  be- 
ing accompliflied,  by  my  having  it 
in  my  power  to  force  the  enemy  to 
battle.  Not  one  moment  v/as  loll 
in  putting  it  into  execution  :  the 
conlequenccs  have  been  fuch  as  I 
have  had  the  honour  to  reprefent 
in  my  former  letter  of  this  day ; 
and  can  fay  no  more,  than  that 
too  much  praife  cannot  be  given 
to  the  gallant  officeis  and  men  of 
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the  fleet  I  had  the  honour  to  com- 
mand. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

G.  B.  Rodney. 

N.  B.  Lord  Cranfton  and.Capt. 
Byron  relate,  that  the  Csfar,  ona 
of  the  captured  fliips,  foon  after 
flie  was  taken  poflefl'ion  of,  took 
fire  by  accident  and  blew  up,  and 
a  confiderable  number  of  the 
people  on  board  her  unfortunately 
periftied ;  and  that  Lord  Robert 
Manners  died  in  his  paflTage  home 
in  the  Andromache. 

-Paris.  July  9. 
Extract  of  a  Leltei-  from  Count  de 
Guichen  to  the  Marquis  de  Ca- 
Jirics,  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Marine  Department ;  dated  at  Sea, 
en  board  the  Terrible,  June  27. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform 
you  that  the  combined  fleet  has 
had  very  little  wind  fince  its  depar- 
ture from  Cadiz,  v/hicb,  however, 
would  not  have  retarded  us  much, 
had  it  not  become  quite  contrary 
at  the  entrance  of  the  bay.  We 
were  a  little  recompenfed  after- 
wards by  meeting  with  a  fleet  of 
the  enemy's  Ihips,  u-hich  vvc  de- 
fcried  the  25th  of  June,  in  lat. 
47.  36.  N.  and  15.  20.  W.  from 
the  meridian  of  Paris. 

This  fleet,  compofed  of  iS  fiiif, 

was   efcorted  by  the  Portland,   of 

50  guns;  the  Oifeau,  of  32;    the 

Dans,    of  24;     and    the    Merlia 

floop :    it  was  deftined  for  Canada 

and   Newfoundland.     Our  frigates 

have  taken  the  18  fhips,  but  could 

not   come  up  with  the   fliips    that 

convoyed  them.     At  the  departure 

of    the     courier    from    Brelt,    the 

prizes  appeared  oft"  Ulliant. 

Lij}  of  Ships  taken. 

The  Jenny,  250    tons.  Captain 

\K\  John 
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John  Stewart,  laden  with  fpirit?, 
ialt,  &c.  12  men;  the  Commerce, 
250  tons,  Capt.  Edward  Prichard, 
laden  with  proviiions,  10  men; 
the  Eagle,  300  tons,  Capt.  Wil- 
liam Crones,  laden  with  provi- 
iions, 36  men  ;  the  John,  170  tons, 
proviiions,  22  men;  the  Fogo,  40 
tons,  Capt.  Jofeph  Bickguen,  pro- 
vifions,  7  men ;  the  Canada,  Capt. 
John  Karokins,  250  tons,  laden 
With  provifions;  the  Maria,  three 
mafts,  laden  with  proviiions ;  the 
Jenny,  three  mafts,  Capt.  Willi- 
ams, provifions,  24  men;  the 
Kingfton,  16  men,  proviiions;  the 
Garland,  Capt.  Robert  Plout,  120 
tons,  laden  with  provifions;  the 
X.ively,  proviiions  and  wine,  9 
men ;  the  Charak,  Capt.  James 
Wallarche,  150  tons,  laden  with 
provifions;  the  Providence,  Capt. 
John  Ebiter,  provifions ;  the  Nan- 
cy, Capt.  Thomas  Cawley,  laden 
with  provifions,  12  men  ;  the  Mag- 
dalen, Capt.  Boukay,  provifions, 
12  men;  the  St.  George,  100 
tons,  provifions,  12  men;  the  Ad- 
miral Campbell,  70  tons  and  8  men, 
laden  with  provifions ;.  the  Her- 
roit,  Capt.  David  Nunny,  1 1  men, 
laden  with  proviiions  and  vvine^ 

Whitehall,  No^'.  16. 
The  letters,,  of  which  the  following 
are  copies  and  extraft,  from  the 
Right  Hon.  General  Eiliot,  Go- 
vernor of  Gibraltar,  were  re- 
ceived OR  Thurfday  laft  at  the 
office  of  the  PJght  Hen.  Thomas 
Townfhend,  his  Majefly's  Prin- 
cipal Secretary  of  State  for  the 
home  department, 

(C     O     P     Y) 

GlbraltarySept.  15,  1782. 

My  Loud, 

THE    enemy  having  coUefted 
his  whole  force  by   fea  and 


land ;  44  fail  of  the  line,  befidetf 
3  inferior  two-deckers ;  i  o  batter- 
ing foips,  5  bomb-ketches,  feveral 
frigates  and  xebecques,  a  great 
number  of  gun  and  mortar  boats, 
a  large  floating  battery,  many 
armed  velTels,  and  near  300  boats, 
purpofely  conftru<^ed  {idx  carrying 
troops : 

Their  land  batteries  mounted 
with  above  100  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  an  equal  number  of  mortars 
and  howitzers  : 

An  army  of  near  forty  thoufand- 
men  : 

On  the  r3th  inftant,  at  eight  in 
the  morning,  all  the  battering 
Ihips,  commanded  by  Don  Buen- 
ventara  Moreno,  rear-admiral, 
were  put  in  motion,  and  cam* 
forward  to  the  feveral  Nations  pre- 
vioufly  determined  they  fhould 
take  up.  The  admiral  being 
placed  upon  the  capital  of  the 
King's  BalHon,  the  other  ihips 
extending  three  to  the  fouthward 
of  the  flag,  as  far  as  the  Church 
Battery ;  five  to  the  northward, 
about  the  height  of  the  Old  Mole  ; 
and  one  a  very  little  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  the  admiral ;  by  a  quarter 
before  ten,  they  were  anchored  in 
line  at  the  dillance  of  1000  to  12:00 
yards :  immediately  a  heavy  can- 
nonade began  from  all  tlie  ihips,, 
fupported  by  the  cannon  and  mor- 
tars in  the  enemy's  lines  and  ap- 
proaches. At  the  fame  inftant  our 
batteries  opened  with  hot  and  cold 
Ihot  from  the  o-uns ;  and  ihells 
from  the  hou'itzers  and  mortars. 
This  firing  continued,  without  in- 
termiilion,  on  both  fides,  unt'JL. 
noon,  when  that  of  fhe  enemy, 
from  their  fnips,  feemed  to  flacken, 
although  but  little.  About  two 
o'clock  the  admiral's  fhip  was  ob- 
ferved  to  fxoke,  as  if  on  fire,  and 

a  few 
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round.  The  black  cloud  of  fmoke 
being  difperfed,  I  was  again  re- 
vived by  the  fight  of  his  pinnace, 
little  apprehending  that  the  briga- 
dier was  in  the  utmoft  danger  of 
finking,  fome  pieces  of  timber 
having  fallen  into,  and  pierced 
the  boat,  (killing  the  coekfwain, 
and  others  of  the  men)  fcarce  any 
hope  left  of  reaching  the  ftiore* 
Providentially  he  was  faved  by 
flopping  the  hole  with  the  Tea- 
men's jackets,  until  boats  arrived 
to  their  relief.  One  of  our  gun- 
boats was  funk  at  the  fame   mo- 


'Si  few  men  bufy  upon  the  roof, 
fearching  for  the  caufe.  Our  bat- 
teries never  difcontinued ;  the 
enemy's  fire  from  the  (hips  gra- 
dually decreafed.  About  feven  in 
the  evening  they  fired  from  a  few 
guns,  and  that  only  at  intervals. 
At  midnight  the  admiral's  (hip 
was  plainly  difcovered  beginning 
to  burn ;  an  hour  after  it  was 
completely  in  flames ;  eight  more 
of  the  (hips  took  fire  in  fuccefTion. 
Signals  of  diftrefs  being  now  made, 
the  launches,  feluccas,  and  boats 
of  the  whole  fleet  began  to  take 
out  the  men  from  on  board  the 
burning  fhips.  Many  fl^iot  were 
ftill  fired  from  thofe  in  which  the 
flames  had  yet  made  no  confide- 
i-able  progrefs ;  and  the  fire  from 
the  enemy's  batteries  on  fhore  did 
not  in  the  leafl:  diminifli.  Briga- 
dier Curtis,  who  with  his  fquadron 
of  gun-boats,  lay  ready  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  any  favourable  circum- 
ftance,  left  the  New  Mole,  at 
two  o'clock,  and  about  three 
formed  a  line  upon  the  enemy's 
flank,  advancing  and  firing  with 
great  order  and  expedition  ;  which 
fo  aftoniflied  and  difconcerted  the 
enemy,  that  they  fled  precipitately 
with  all  their  boats,  abandoning  the 
fliipsi  in  which  fome  ofticers  and 
numbers  of  their  men,  including 
many  wounded,  were  left  to  pe- 
rifh.  This  unavoidably  mult  have 
been  their  wretched  fate,  had  they 
not  been  dragged  from  amidlt  the 
flames  by  the  perfonal  intrepidity 
of  Brigadier  Curtis,  at  the  utmoil 
hazard  of  his  own  life,  a  life  in- 
valuable to  his  majelty's  fervice. 
For  fome  time  I  felt  the  utmoil 
anguifti,  feeing  his  pinnace  clofe 
to  one  of  the  largeft  fliips  at  the 
inftant  (he  blew  up,  and  fpread 
her    wreck   to   a  A-aft    extent    all 


ment. 

In  the  ccurfe  of  the  day  the  re- 
maining eight  Ihips  feverally  blew 
up  with  violent  explofions ;  one 
only  efcaped  the  efFetIs  of  our  fire, 
which  it  was  thought  proper  to 
burn,  there  being  no  poflibility  of 
preferring  her. 

The  admiral's  flag  remained  fly- 
ing on  board  his  fhip  till  flie  v/as 
totally  confumed. 

Your  lordfliip  will  be  pleafed 
to  inform  his  majefly,  that  the 
royal  artillery  additional  gunners 
and  marine  brigade  only  could  be 
employed  on  this  fervice,  which 
they  executed  with  the  deliberate 
coolnefs  and  precifion  of  fchool 
praftice,  but  their  exertion  was  in- 
finitely fuperior.  The  fire  was  in- 
ceflant,  and  the  batteries  abun- 
dantly fupplied  with  ammunition; 
every  foldier  in  the  garrifon,  not 
on  duty,  eagerly  prefling  to  ftiare 
in  the  honourable  labours  of  the 
day.  The  enemy's  daring  at- 
tempt by  fea  was  efFedually  de- 
feated by  the  conftant  and  well 
fupported  fire  from  our  batteries  j 
but  the  well-timed,  judicious,  and 
fpirited  attack  made  by  Brigadier 
Curtis,  rendered  this  fuccefs  a  com- 
plete viftory. 

[R]  z  The 
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The  enemy's  lofs,  killed,  burnt, 
drowned,  and  wounded,  mull  have 
been  great  indeed. 

I  indole  a  lill:.  No.  J.  of  the 
Ihips  dertroyed.  No.  2.  of  prifon- 
ers,  taken,  all  by^Brigadier  Curtis,, 
exxept  one  Spanifh  officer,  and 
eleven  French  foldiers,  who,  out 
of  fourfcore,  efcaped  on  the  wreck 
of  their  boat.  Two  large  launches 
from  the  fleet  were  taken  wiih  the 
officers  and  men  belonging  to 
them.  The  fincere  gratitude  all 
the  prifoners  of  war  exprefled  for 
their  deliverance  from  the  various 
horrors  that  furrounded  them,  af- 
forded the  higheft  fatisfadion  to 
humanity. 

I  am  happy  to  fay,  my  lord, 
that  notwluiltanding  the  enemy's 
violent  eli'ort,  our  lofs  has  not 
been  great  in  numbers;  yet  fuch 
gallant  individuals  mull  ever  be 
regretted. 

Capt.  Reeveis,  of  the  royal  ar- 
tillery, was  the  only  officer  killed, 
and  is  much  to  be  lamented  for 
his  knowledge  and  conftant  un- 
wearied attention  to  every  duty. 
Our  wounded  officers  will  all  do 
well,  and  we  are  hopeful  not  to  lofe 
many  of  the  foldiers. 

The  Duke  de  Crillon,  a  gene- 
ral of  the  higheft  reputation,  hav- 
ing the  chief  command  of  the  al- 
lied forces,  princes  of  royal  blood 
of  France,  dignified  charadlers  of 
Europe,  firll  nobility  of  Spain, 
and  great  military  officers,  being 
prefent  with  the  befieging  army, 
an  amazing  conccuric  of  fpeda- 
tors,  that  filled  the  camp,  and 
covered  the  adjacent  hills  on  this 
cccafion,  induce  us  to  believe,  the 
combined  powers  had  formed  the 
moll  fanguine  expedations  of  fuc- 
cefs  from  their  battering  fhips, 
deemed  perfeft    in   defign,    com- 


pleated  by  dint  of  prodigious  la-* 
bour,  and  unlimited  profufion  Oi 
expence ;  and,  by  common  report, 
pronounced  invincible. 

1  am,  my  lord,  with  refped,  &c. 

G.  A.  Eliott. 
To  the  Earl  of  Shel- 
burne,  &c.  &c.  Iffc. 

(COP   y.) 

Gibraltar,  Sept.  28,  I'jSdi 

My  Lord, 
THE  public  difpatches  will  be 
delivered  by  Capt.  Vallotton,  my 
firll  aid-de-camp,  who  is  fuffici- 
ently  well  informed  to  anfwer  any 
farther  particulars  your  lordfhip 
may  vvifh  to  have  minutely  ex- 
plained. 

Capt.  Vallotton  is  an  a£live, 
intelligent,  and  zealous  officer :  if 
his  majelly  is  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
beftovv  any  mark  of  favour  upon 
him,  I  am  fure  he  will  never  prove 
undeferving. 

I  am,  my  lord,  &c.  &c. 

G.  A.  Eliott, 
9  he  Earl  of  Shelbiirne, 

l5c.  (^c.  iJc. 

(EXTRACT.) 

Gibraltar,  Oa.  l,-i':^Z. 

THE  night  of  the  30th  inllant, 
between  10  and  12,  the  enemy's 
mortar  boats  threw  a  number  of 
fliells  for  the  town,  incampraents, 
and  hofpital :  at  the  fame  time 
the  land  batteries  increafed  the 
quantity  of  their  fire ;  but  no  in- 
jury was  done  to  our  works,  flores, 
or  magazines. 

ExtraSl  of  the  Returns  of  Killed  and 
Wounded  in  the  fe-veral  Corps  at 
Gibraltar,  from  Augujl  gth  t» 
Oaoher  \-]thylj2>Z,  inclufve. 
6  ferjeants,  i  drummer,  58  rank 
and  file  killed, 

2  Majors,  2  captains,  2  captain- 
lieutenants,    (one    fince    dead)     6 

lieu- 
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lieutenants,  (one  fince  dead)  20 
ferjeants,  2  drummors,  366  rank 
and  file,  wounded. 

Names  of  Officers  ^uaoHndcd, 

']%th  Reg.  Lieut.  Whittam. 

jzd  Reg.  Major  Horsfall. 

73^/  Reg.  Capt.  Mac  Kenfie, 
Lieut.  Wharton,  Lieut,  Kennith 
M'Kenfie. 

Jrtillery.      Major  Lewis,  Capt. 
Grove,    Capt.  lieutenant   Seward, 
Lieut.  Boag,  Lieut.  Godfrey. 
Wounded  and  fince  dead. 
Artillery.         Captain-lieutenant 
Reeves,  Lieut.  Grumly. 

London  Gazette  Extraordinary. 

Friday,  hicuemher  8. 
Admiralty -OJjice,  Nov.  7,  1782. 

CAPTAIN  Henry  Duncan,  of 
his  Majelly's  fhip  the  Vidlory, 
arrived  this  morning  with  dif- 
patches  from  Lord  Vifcount  Howe, 
and  alio  with  difpatches  from  Capt. 
Curtis^  of  the  Brilliant,  who  com- 
jnanded  the  brigade  of  feamen  at 
Gibraltar,  of  v/hich  the  following 
are  extracts. 

ExtraSi   of   Triplicate   cf  a   Letter 
frsm   Lord  V fount    Ho-Me  to  Mr. 
Stcphcnsy  dated  on  board  the  Vic- 
tory,    OSlober    21,     17S2,     Cape 
Spartel  E.  N.  E.  40  leagues. 
RESERVING  the  more  parti- 
cular ai;count    of  my  proceedings 
to  be  delivpred  on  my   return   to 
England,  1   fend  the  Peggy  cutter 
row  to  acquaint  you,  for   the  in- 
formation of  the   Lords   Commif- 
iioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  after 
much  delay  by  contrary  winds  and 
very    unfavourable     weather,    the 
fleet  arrived  off  Cape  St.  Vincent 
on  the  9th  inftant. 


"According  to  the  advices  pre- 
vioufly  obtained,  I  had  reafon  to 
expeft  to  find  the  enemy  off  Cape 
St.  Mary's;  but  by  authentic  in- 
telligence I  had  then  an  opportu- 
nity to  procure,  I  learnt  that  the 
combined  fleets,  confifting  of  fifty 
fail  of  three  and  two  decked  fhips, 
had  taken  a  ftation,  fome  time  be- 
fore, in  Gibraltar  Bay. 

In  the  morning  of  the  nth  the 
fleet  entered  the  Straits,  and  the 
van  arriving  off  Gibraltar  Bay  a 
ftiort  time  after  the  clofe  of  the 
day,  a  very  favourable  opportu- 
nity offered  for  the  ftore-lhips  to 
have  reached  their  deftined  an- 
chorage without  moleflation  from 
the  enemy;  but,  for  want  of  timely 
attention  to  the  circumftances  of 
the  navigation,  pointed  out  in 
the  inftrudions  communicated  by 
Capt.  Curtis,  only  four  of  the 
thirty-one,  which  had  '-jpt  com- 
pany with  the  fleet  on  the  paffage, 
eftefted  their  purpofe. 

Very  tempeftuous  weather  in  the 
night  of  the  loth  had  put  two  of 
the  enemy's  two-decked  ftiips  oi;i 
fliore,  a  third  lolt  her  foremaff 
and  bowfprit,  and  a  fourth  had 
been  driven  under  the  works  of 
the  garrifon  and  captured :  two 
more  went  out  of  the  bay  to  the 
eallward.  With  the  rell  of  their 
force  they  put  to  fea  the  evening 
of  the  i-^th,  to  interrupt  the  intro- 
dudtion  of  the  remaming  ftore- 
fhips ;  and  having  the  wind  at 
W.  N.  W.  they  bore  down  upon 
the  fleet  then  off  Fangerole  *,  in 
order  of  battle.  Upon  fight  c/ 
the  fleet  (ftanding  to  the  fouth- 
ward)  about  nine  that  night,  they 
appeared  to  haul  to  the  wind  o;i 


*  FuNGEROLA   is  fnujited   fifteen    leagues  north-eaft  of  Glbialtar,  exadiy 
tetNveen  Marvelja  and  Malaga. 
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the  larboard  tack.  In  the  morn- 
ing of  the  14th,  the  fleet  being  to 
the  fouthward  of  the  enemy  fix  or 
feven  leagues,  and  the  wind  chang- 
ing foon  after  to  the  eaftward,  the 
opportunity  was  taken  to  pafs 
fuch  of  the  ftore-Hiips  as  were 
,  then  with  the  fleet  into  the  bay. 

On  the  night  of  the  i8th  the 
reft  of  the  ftore-fliips,  which  had 
been  ordered  to  a  fpecial  rendez- 
vous with  the  Buftalo,  on  fight 
of  the  enemy  on  the  13th,  (the 
Thompfon  viflualler,  that  had 
parted  company  in  the  mean  time 
excepted J^  were  likewife  ancliored 
in  Rofia  Bay,  The  troops,  em- 
barked in  the  fliips  of  war,  toge- 
ther with  a  large  fapply  of  powder, 
being  landed  at  the  fame  time, 
and  the  wants  of  the  garrifon 
amply  provided  for  in  every  re- 
fpedt,  1  propofed  taking  advantage 
immediately  of  the  eafterly  wind, 
which  had  prevailed  the  two  or 
three  preceding  days,  for  return- 
ing through  the  Straits  to  the 
we  Award. 

At  break  of  day  on  the  igth, 
the  combined  force  of  the  enemy 
was  feen  at  a  little  diftance  to  the 
N.  E.  The  fleet  being  at  that 
time  fo  nearly  between  Europa 
and  Ceuta  Points,  that  there  was 
not  fpace  to  form  in  order  of 
battle  on  either  tack,  I  repalfed 
the  Straits,  followed  by  the  enemy. 

The  wind  changing  next  morn- 
ing (the  20th)  to  the  northward, 
the  combined  fleets  (confifting  of 
forty-five  or  forty-fix  fliips  of  the 
line)  ftill  retained  the  advantage 
of  the  wind 

The  Britifli  fleet  being  formed 
to  leeward  to  receive  them,  they 
were  left,  uninterruptedly,  to  take 
the  diftance  at  which  they  fhould 


think  fit  to  engage.  They  began 
their  cannonade  at  fun-fet  on  the 
van  and  rear,  feeming  to  point 
their  chief  attack  on  the  latter, 
and  continued  their  fire  along  the 
whole  line,  at  a  confiderable  dif- 
tance, and  with  little  effecl,  until 
ten  at  night.  It  was  returned  oc- 
cafionally  from  difFerent  fliips  of 
the  fleet,  as  their  nearer  approach 
at  times  afforded  a  more  favour- 
able opportunity  for  making  any 
impreflion  upon  them. 

'I'he  enemy  hauling  their  wind, 
and  the  Britifli  fleet  keeping  01^ 
all  nigiit  with  the  full  fail  diredled 
before  the  commencement  of  their 
fire,  the  fleets  are  now  much  fe- 
parated ;  but  as  I  conceive  the 
knowledge  of  the  relief  of  Gib- 
raltar may  be  of  much  confe- 
qucnce  at  this  time,  I  take  the 
opportunity,  while  it  is  now  al- 
moft  calm,  and  the  fliips  are  re- 
fitting the  damages  they  have 
fufl:ained  in  their  malls  and  rigging 
by  the  enemy's  fire,  to  forward 
this  difpatch  without  further  delay, 

P.  S.  The  Minerva  naval  tranf-% 
port,  with  the  baggage  of  the  re- 
giments embarked  in  the  Ihips  of 
war,  feparated  from  the  fleet  in 
the  night  of  the  13th,  and  was,  J 
hear,  fince  taken  by  the  enemy. 

Extrad  of  a  Letter  from   Lord  V if- 
count    Ho^ve    to    Mr.    Stephens ; 
dated    on    hoard  the    Victory y  a$ 
fea,  Qa.  24,  1782. 

Si  r, 
DEEMING  it  eflential  to  his 
Majefty's  fervice,  that  the  debark- 
ation of  the  troops  and  ftores  at 
Gibraltar  fliould  be  communicated 
to  the  Lords  CoramiiTioners  of  the 
Admiralty  as  foon  as  poffible,  I 
fent  the  Peggy  cutter  the  21  fl:  inft. 

with 
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with  a  general  report  of  my  pro- 
ceedings in  execution  of  my  ordersj 
to  that  period. 

A  duplicate  of  that  report  went 
■In  the  Buffalo,  ordered  for  England 
the  next  day  on  account  of  the 
ftate  of  her  wounded  malls ;  and  I 
enclofe  a  triplicate  of  the  fame  by 
this  conveyance,  to  connect  the  re- 
lation of  the  diilerent  circumltaiices 
^•efpedfling  the  employment  of  the 
fieet,  which  have  fince  occurred. 
Some  of  the  fhips  having  fuftained 
more  damage  in  their  malls  and 
yards  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy 
on  the  2pth  than  was  at  firlt  ob- 
ferved,  the  ncccfTary  repairs  were 
not  completed  until  the  zzd.  Eut 
as  it  was  molHy  calm  in  the  mean 
time  no  advantage  could  have  been 
made  of  an  opportunity  to  follow 
the  enemy,  (who,  when  laft  feen 
on  the  2 1  ft,  were  Handing  off  to 
N.  N.  W.  by  the  wind  on  the  liar- 
board  tack)  if  the  mails  had  been 
earlier  fecured. 

A  lift  of  the  killed  and  wounded 
will  likewife  accompany  this  dif- 
patch.  1  have  only  to  exprefs  my 
regret,  that  the  little  conhdcnce 
the  enemy  (hewed  in  their  fupe- 
riority,  by  keeping  always  as  near 
as  they  could  haul  to  the  wind, 
prevented  the  full  effeft  of  the 
animated  exertions,  v/hich,  I  am 
fure,  would  have  been  made  by 
every  officer  and  feaman  in  the 
fieet  under  my  command,  if  they 
could  have  clofed  with  their  oppo- 
nents :  but  as  I  judged  fuch  nearer 
approach  could  not  then  be  fea- 
fonably  ^  attempted,  I  made  no 
change  'in  the  difpofition  of  the 
fhips  as  formed  at  firft  to  receive 
the  enemy. 

For  fimilar  reafons  I  do  not 
dwell  more  particularly  on  the 
merits   of  the  flag  officers  of  the 


fleet  on  the  fame  occafion,  being 
certain  they  would  difregard  any 
commendations  of  their  efforts  z- 
gainft  an  enemy  who  declined  giv- 
ing them  an  opportunity  to  dif- 
charge  the  duty  of  their  ftations, 
in  repelling  a  more  ferious  attack : 
but,  at  the  fame  time,  I  am  re- 
minded of  the  advantages  derived, 
to  his  majeily's  fervicc,  from  th: 
extenlive  knowledge  of  the  diffi- 
cult navigation  v/ithin  the  Straits 
acquired,  by,  and  the  unremitting 
alliduity  of  my  flril  captain,  Le- 
vefon  Gower. 

Having  had  bat  very  little  wind 
from  the  N.  E.  chieHy  fmce  the 
21ft,  1  cannot  much  longer,  with 
prudence  (under  the  reduced  ftate 
of  the  water  and  ftores  in  many  of 
the  fhips)  make  the  parfuit  of  the 
enemy's  fleet,  which  I  fuppofe  are 
on  their  return  to  Cadiz,  the  firft 
objeft  of  my  attention. 

Capt.  Duncan,  of  the  i^n<5lory, 
taking  his  paffage  in  the  Latona, 
is  charged  with  this  difpatch ;  and 
as  Capt.  Curtis,  who  was  fcnt  off 
to  me  for  the  laft  time  the  19th, 
with  Gen.  Eliott's  confidential  fen- 
timents,  could  not  be  put  on  fhore 
again,  in  confequence  of  the  re- 
turn of  the  enemy  from  the  eaft- 
ward  that  morning,  I  have  ap- 
pointed hira  to  command  the  Vic- 
tory for  the  time  being,  until  their 
lord  (hip's  pleafure  is  lignihed  for 
his  future  conduit. 

Re/urn  of  the  Killed   avd  Wc:i7tdcdy 

firm  the    Fire    of   the    Coinhimd 

Fleets,  Qd,  20,  1782. 

LINE    OF    BATTLE. 

fan  Squad,  or  cf  Comrrander  in  zd  pojff 

Firji  or  Starboard  Divi/icn. 

6eJm.  or  M.dr,      Ojjictrs, 
Ships  Names.  ki'led.Hvd.      klUJ.wJ. 

Goliah  4       14.         o       z 

Gane<-'S  6       34         o       T 

IR]  4-  "  Royal 
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Seam,  cr  Mm:      Officers. 
Ships  Names.  killed,  wd.      killed,  wd. 

Royal  William        an         o       a 
Britannia,  V.A.l    „ 

Barnagiou,      i 
Atlas  2300 

Ruby  6009 

Second  or  Larboard  Dmifion. 
Panther  2        14         i        o 

Foudroyant  4.         7         o       j 

Ed!:ar,  Commod.  1  , 

Hoiham.  J    o         6         o       o 

Polyphemus  0103 

Suffolk  0000 

Vigilant  i  s         o       o 

Center  Squad,  or  of  Commander  in  Chief. 

Firfi  or  Starboard  Di-vifion. 
Courageux  0410 

Crown  0100 

Alexander  2400 

Sampfon  2000 

Princefs  Royal  1000 

Viftory,     Com-  f 
marJer  in  Chief.  \    0000 

Second  or  Larboard  Divijion. 
Blenheim  t         3         00 

Afia  o         000 

Egmont  1000 

Queen,  R,  A.  7 

Hood.        ■    J      »         ^        °       ° 
Bellona  0000 

"Rear  Squad,  or  of  Commander  in  ^dpoj}. 

Seconder  Starboard Di'vifwn. 
Raifouable  1000 

Fortitude  2900 

Princefs  Amelia,  "» 

Rear  Ad.  Sir  >  ^        5        o      o 

R.  Hughes.       3 
Berwick  05x0 

Bienfaifant  2400 

Firji  or  Larboard  Di'vifwn, 
Dublin  0000 

Cambridge  3412 

Ocean,  l^ice  Ad.  7 

Milbank.         5    °         000 

Ifeion  5       j^        00 

Buffalo  6       14         02 

Vengeance  2       11         03 

Tetal,  68  killed  ;  208  wounded. 

Frigates,  &c.  as  before,  except 
the  TifipKone,  dilarmed,  and  laden 


with  powder,-  left  at  Gibraltar  thj 
19th  inllant. 

Officers  Names  killeJ  and  i.vounded. 

Goliah.  Mr.  V/Jieatly,  third  lieu- 
tenant, and  Mr  Wooden, mafler, 
flightly  wounded. 

Ganges.  Capt,  Fielding,  wounded 
in  the  arm. 

Royal  William.  Mr.  Willis,  fecond 
lieutenant,  loft  his  right  thigh, 
the  third  lieutenant  wounded  in 
leg  and  arm. 

Britannia.  Boatfwain  wounded, 
loft  his  leg. 

Panther.  Mr.  Robert  Sturges, 
midfhipman,  killed. 

Courageux.  Mr.  Auguftus  Her- 
vey,  midfhipman,  killed. 

Ber--ujick.  Mr.  John  Lampen, 
fourth  lieutenant,  killed. 

Cambridge.  Mr.  Baxter,  midfhip- 
man, killed. 

Bf^ffalo.  Boatfwain  and  mafter's 
mate  wounded. 

Vengeance.  Second  lieutenant  Eaft- 
\y,  wounded, 

Howe. 

BxtraB  of  a  Letter  from  Captaiii 
Curtis,  of  his  Majejiy^ s  fhip  Bril- 
liant, to  Mr.  Btefhens ;  dated  Ca?np 
at  Europa,  Gibraltar,  September. 
15,  1782. 

BE  pleafed  to  acquaint  my  Lords 
Commiftioners  that  the  combined 
fleet  of  France  and  Spain,  confift- 
ing  of  thirty-eight  fail  of  the  line, 
arrived  in  this  bay  on  the  12th 
inftant;  fix  fail  of  the  line  were 
here  before. 

At  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning 
of  the  13th,  the  ten  battering 
fhips  of  the  enemy  lying  at  the 
head  of  the  bay,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Admiral  Moreno,  began 
to  get  under  fail  in  order  to  come 
againll  the  garrifon;   every  thing 

was 
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</as  in  rcadinefs  for  their  recep- 
tion. At  ten  the  admiral's  flap 
was  placed  about  one  thoafand 
yards  from  the  King's  BalHon, 
and  commenced  his  fire.  TJ-i 
Others  were  very  (hortly  afterwards 
polled  to  the  north  and  fouth  of 
him,  at  fmall  diilances  afunder, 
and  began  their  cannonade.  They 
were  all  fixed  to  the  ftations  al- 
lotted them  in  a  maderly  manner. 
Qur  batteries  opened  as  the  enemy 
came  before  thgm :  the  fire  was 
very  heavy  on  both  fides :  the  red- 
Jiot  fhot  were  fcnt  with  fuch  pre- 
cifion  from  the  garrifon,  that  in 
the  afternoon  the  fmoke  was  fcen  to 
jlTue  from  the  upper  part  of  the  Ad- 
miral, and  one  other,  and  men  were 
perceived  to  be  ufing  fire  engines 
and  pouring  water  into  the  holes, 
endeavouring  to  extinguifh  the  fire. 
Their  efforts  proved  ineifedual; 
by  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  the 
two  before -mentioned  were  in 
flames,  and  feveral  others  aclually 
on  fire,  though  as  yet  not  in  fo 
great  a  degree.  Confufinn  was 
how  plainly  obferved  among  them, 
and  the  numerous  rockew  thrown 
up  from  eacli  of  the  fiiips,  was  a 
clear  demonllration  of  their  great 
diftrefs :  their  fignals  were  '  an- 
fwered  from  the  enemy's  fleet,  and 
they  immediately  began  to  take 
away  the  men,  it  being  impoflible 
to  remove  the  (hips.  I  ^thought 
this  a  fit  opportunity  to  employ 
my  gun- boats,  and  I  advanced 
with  the  v/hole,  (12  in  number, 
each  carrying  a  twenty-four  or 
eighteen -pounder)  and  drew  them 
up  fo  as  to  flank  the  line  of  the 
enemy's  battering  fliips,  while  they 
v/ere  annoyed  extremely  by  an  ex- 
ceflive  heavy  and  well  -  directed 
iire  from  the  garrifon.  Tiie 
lire  from  the  gun- boats  was  kept 
up  with   great   vigour  and  c&'ch. 


The  boats  of  the  enemy  durll  not 
approach ;  they  abandoned  their 
fliips  and  the  men  left  in  them  to 
cur  mercy,  or  to  the  flames.  The 
day-light  now  appeared,  and  two 
felucas,  which  had  not  yet  efcaped, 
endeavoured  to  get  away;  but  a 
fliot  from  a  gun-boar,  killing  five 
men  on  board  one  of  them,  they 
fubmitted.  The  fcene  at  this 
time  before  me  was  dreadful  to  a 
high  degree :  numbers  of  men 
crying  from  amidll  the  flames, 
fome  upon  pieces  of  wood  in  the 
water,  others  appearing  in  the 
(hips  where  the  fire  had  as  yet 
made  but  little  progrefs,  all  ex- 
prefling  by  fpeech  and  gefture  the 
deepell  diflrefs,  and  all  imploring^ 
afliftance,  formed  a  fpedtacle  of 
horror  not  eafily  to  be  dcfcribed. 
Every  exertion  was  made  to  re- 
lieve them;  and  I  have  inexpref- 
fible  happinefs  in  informing  my 
lords,  that  the  number  faved  a- 
mounts  to  13  officers  and  344.  men. 
One  oflicer  and  29  wounded,  (fome 
of  them  dreadfully)  taken  from, 
among  the  flain  in  the  holds,  arc 
in  our  hofpital,  and  many  of  them 
in  a  fair  way.  The  bl.vving  up 
of  the  fhips  around  us,  as  the  fire 
got  to  the  magazines,  and  the 
firing  of  the  cannon  of  others,  as 
the  metal  became  heated  by  the 
flames,  rendered  ihis  a  very  peri- 
lous employment ;  but  we  felt  it 
as  much  a  duty  to  make  every  ef- 
fort to  relieve  our  enemies  from 
fo  fhocking  a  fituation,  as  an  hour 
before  we  did  to  a.Tiil  in  conquer- 
ing them.  The  lofs  of  the  enemy 
muft  have  been  very  conhderable. 
Great  numbers  were  killed  on 
board,  and  in  boats.  Several 
launches  were  funk.  In  one  of 
them  were  fourfcore  men,  who 
were  all  drowned,  except  an  offi- 
cer a«d  twche  of  them,  who  were 

floated 
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floated  under  our  walls  upon  the 
wreck.  It  was  impoffible  that 
greater  exertions  could  have  been 
jnade  to  prevent  it,  but  there  is 
every  reafon  to  believe  that  a  great 
many  wounded  peiiflied  in  the 
flames.  All  the  battering  fiiips 
were  fet  on  fire  by  our  hot  fliot 
except  one,  which  we  afterwards 
burnt.  The  admiral  left  his  flag 
flying,  and  it  wa«  confumed  with 
the  Ihip. 

A  large  hole  was  beat  in  the 
bottom  of  my  boat;  my  coxfwain 
was  killed,  and  two  of  the  crew 
were  wounded  by  pieces  of  timber 
falling  on  her  when  one  of  the 
battering  ftiips  blew  up.  The 
fame  caufe  funk  one  of  my  gun- 
boats, and  damaged  another. 

Tv/o  of  the  enemies  bomb- 
ketches  were  brought  forward,  and 
continued  to  throw  Ihells  into  the 
garrifon  during  the  attack  of  the 
battering  fliips. 

A  confiderable  detachment  of 
feamen  did  duty  as  artillerifts 
upon  the  batteries,  and  gave  great 
fatisfadion. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  bri- 
gade of  feamen  under  my  com- 
mand, in  whatever  fituations  they 
were  placed,  behaved  in  a  man- 
rer  highly  becoming  them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclofe 
herewith  a  lift  of  the  battering 
/hips.  They  were  of  different 
fizes,  from  1400  to  600  tons  bur- 
then. Their  guns,  in  all  212, 
%vere  brafs  twenty -fix  pounders, 
and  entirely  new. 

The  enemy  had  coIIeJled,  from 
diiFerent  ports,  between  two  and 
three  hundred  large  boats,  befides 
a  vaft  number  belonging  to  this 
vicinity,  to  be  employed  in  car- 
rying troops,  or  any  other  fcrvices 
connefted  with  their  operations 
againfc  this  fortrcf:» 


The  lofs  in  the  brigade  of  fea- 
men on  the  13th  and  14th,  confi- 
dcring  the  nature  of  the  attack-, 
has  been  very  trifling,  having  only 
one  killed  and  five  wounded. 

State  of  the  combined  force  of  the 
ene^ay  hi  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar  at 
the  time  cf  the  attack  of  the  ten 
battering  faips,  ok  the  l^th  of 
September,  1 782. 

Spanifn  fnips  of  three  decks  2 

Of  the  line       -         -         -  2S 

French  fhips  of  three  decks  5 

Of  the  line        ^        -         -  9 

44 

Spanifli  fhips  from  50  to  60  guns  3 
Battering  fhips  -  -  10 

Floating  battery  -         _  i 

Bomb    ketches  -  -  5        "l 

Befides  frigates,  zebecks,  many 
fmaller  cruizers,  a  great  number 
of  gun  and  mortar  boats,  and  a 
multitude  of  other  boats, 

Roger  Curtis. 

A  Lifi  of  the  Spanijh  battering  fbips 
burnt  before  Gibraltar,  on  the 
l^th  of  September,  1782. 

Gun%         Guns 
in  ufe.    in  rejervCt 

Pafcora,  the  Admiral  21  10 

Paula,  Prima    -      -  21  10 

Talla  Piedra    -      -  21  10 

El  Rofario        -       -  19  10 

St.  Chriitoval      -  i8  10 

Principe  Carlos       -11.  4 

Paula,  Secunda       -  9  4 

Saint  Juan       -        -  p  4 

Santa  Anna       -        -  7  4 

Los  Dolores         -  6  4 

142         70 
70 

Total  of  guns  -     212 
The  proportion  of  men  on  board 
them  w;3.5  thirty-fix  for  each  of  the 

guns 
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guns  in   ufe,   exclufive  of  ofTicers 
and  marines  for  working  the  Ihips. 
Roger   Curtis. 

ExtraSi  of  a  Letter  from  Captain 
Curtis,  of  his  Majejfy^s  jhip  Bril- 
liant, to  Mr.  Stephens;  dated 
Camp  at  Eur  op  a,  Oct.  l6,  1782. 

ON  the  evening  of  the  8th  inft. 
It  being  deemed  proper  to  ufe  all 
means  to  fend  home  an  account  of 
the  late  events  at  this  piacej  which 
had  hitherto  been  impollible,  the 
Governor  purchafed  a  fmall  veffel, 
and  fhe  was  fent  off  for  Leghorn, 
or  any  other  port  in  Italy,  with 
our  difpatches, 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  10th,  it 
blew  very  frefti  from  the  foutli 
weft.  The  enemy  made  many  fig- 
nals  along  Ihore,  and  two  frigates 
and  a  cutter  arrived  from  the  well- 
ward.  Towards  the  following 
morning  the  gale  increafcd,  and 
the  guns  of  diftrefs  were  heard 
from  the  combined  fleets  in  the 
bay.  juil  at  the  break  of  day, 
the  St.  Michael,  a  Spanifla  fiiip, 
mounting  72  guns,  was  difcovered 
very  near  the  garrifon  in  a  crippled 
ftate,  and  after  having  two  men 
killed  and  two  wounded  from  the 
fire  of  our  batteries,  flie  fell  on 
fhorc  near  to  the  fouth  baltion. 
As  the  day  advanced,  the  fleet  cf 
the  enemy  appeared  to  have  fuf- 
fercd  confiderably  by  the  gale.  A 
fhip  of  the  line  and  a  frigate  were 
on  fhore  near  the  Orange  Grove ; 
a  French  fliip  of  the  line  had  loft 
her  fore- mall  and  bowfprit.  A 
fhip  of  three  decks  and  another  of 
the  line  were  forced  from  their 
anchors,  and  ran  to  the  eallward  ; 
fevcral  others  were  driven  far  over 
towards  the  garrifon,  but  withal  to 
the  northward.  I  took  pofTeilion 
of  the  Stt  Michael  as  foon  as  pof- 


f:ble,  landed  the  prifoners,  and 
carried  out  anchors  to  prevent  her 
going  further  on  ihore.  I  have 
no  doubt  of  faving  her  :  fhe  is  a 
very  fine  fhip,  and  was  commanded 
by  Don  Juan  Ty'Ioreno,  a  Chef 
D'Efcadrc,  and  had  on  board 
about  650  men. 

At  three  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
nth,  the  iignds  made  by  the 
enemy  indicated  the  approach  of 
the  EritiOi  fleet.  The  Latona  an- 
chored in  the  bay  foon  after  fun-r 
fet.  Only  four  cf  the  convoy 
fetched  into  anchorage,  the  re- 
mainder were  driven  to  the  back 
of  the  rock,  to  which  place  the 
fleet  alio  repaired. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Captain 
Curtis,  to  Mr.  Stephens  ;  dated  on 
board  the  Fi^orjj  at  S,;a,  Oclo- 
her  22,  I782. 

THE  Admiral,  Lord  Howe, 
having  conducted  the  remaining- 
ihips  of  his  convoy  into  the  Bay  of 
Gibraltar  on  the  evening  of  the 
1 8th,  and  landed  the  troops  at  the 
fame  time.  General  Eliott  charged 
me  with  the  final  communications 
his  Excellency  had  to  make  to  his 
lordlbip,  and  I  embarked  on  board 
the  Latona  frigate,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  cf  repairing  to  the  Viftory, 
and  left  the  Bay  about  midniahc. 
The  fituation  of  the  enemy's  fleet 
tlie  next  morning,  cut  oil'  my  re- 
turn to  Gibraltar,  and  I  was  put 
on  board  this  fliip  in  the  evenino, 
when  the  fleet  brought  to,  after  it 
had  gained  the  Atlantic. 

I  have  great  pleafure  in  ac- 
quainting my  lords,  that  the  St. 
Michael,  a  Spanilh  m.an  of  war  of 
72  guns,  which  being  driven  from 
her  anchors  in  a  gale  of  wind  very 
early  on  the  morning  of  the  iith, 
and  captured  under  the  walls  of 
Gibraltar, 
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Gibraltar,  as  mentioned  in  niy  let- 
ter of  the  1 6th,  was  got  ofr  on 
the  17  th,  and  has  not  received 
the  lealt  damage.  She  is  a. very 
fine  ftiip  oi  large  dimenfions  j  and 
I  am  forry  that  having  loft  her 
mizen-maft,  and  the  moil:  of  her 
ftores  being  taken  out  to  lighten 
her,  it  was  impolnble  to  fend  her 
Jiome  with  the  fleet. 

The  enemy  threw  a  prodigious 
number  of  Ihells  at  the  Saint  Mi- 
chael, while  fne  was  on  fhore, 
wich  the  intent  to  deftroy  her ; 
and  they  annoyed  us  excelTively  in 
the  getting  her  off,  but  without 
any  obftruftion  to  our  work,  or 
doing  us  any  material  damage. 


Adv:u:i!ty  Opce,  i\'c^'.  3c,  1782. 

Jlileutenant  Alexander  Allen  (com- 
mander of  his  m.ajefty's  armed 

"  tranfport  the  Royal  Charlotte) 
arrived  at  this  office  yefterday, 
with  difpatches  from  Vice  Ad- 
miral Sir  Edward  Hughes,  Knt. 
of  the  Bath,  and  commander  in 
chief  'of  his  majefty's  ftiips  in 
the  EaO:  Indies,  of  which  the 
following  are  extrads. 

Bxtracrs  of  a  Letter  fcoin  Sir  Ed- 
ward Hughes  to  Mr.  Stephens ; 
a'aieii  071  Board  his  Majejly's  pip 
Superbe,  at  Sea,  April /^,  ijSz. 

SAILED  on  the  31ft  of  Janua- 

ry  from  Trincamale  for  Madras 

Road,  in  order  to  get  a  fupply  of 
provifiions  and  ftores,  of  both 
which  the  ftiips  were  then  in 
want. 

On  the  8th  of  February  I  an- 
chored in  Madras  Road,  and  the 
fame    day    received    advice    from 


Lord  Macartney,  the  governor  of 
that  place,  that    a    French   fqaa- 
dron,  confifting   of  thirty    fail    of 
ftiips  and    veftels,   was  at    anchor 
about  twer.ty  leagues  to  the  north- 
ward cf  that  port.     In  the  after- 
noon  of  the    9th,    Captain    Alms, 
in   his   majefty's  ftiip    Monmouth, 
with     the     Hero,     Ifts,     and    th? 
armed    tranfport    Manilla,    joined 
me  in  the  road.       I  continued   to 
ufe    all  pofiible    diligence    in  get- 
ting  the  neceftary  ftores  and  pro- 
vi lions  on  board  the  feveral  ftiips 
until  the    15th    of  February,  when 
the    enemy's    fquadron,    confifting 
of  12  faiJ  of  line  of   battle  ftiips, 
6  frigate?,  8  tranfports,  and  6  cap- 
tured vefl^eis,  came  in  fight  to  the 
northward,    ftanding    for     Madras 
Road,   and   about  noon,   the  fame 
day,    anchored    about    four    miles 
without  the   road.      In   the   mean 
time   I  placed   his  majefty's  ftiips 
in  the  moft  advantageous  manner 
to     defend    themfelves,     and     the 
other  fhips  in  the  road  with  fpringt 
on  their  cables,  that   they    might 
bring  their  broadfides  to  bear  more 
effedlually    on   the  enemy,   ftiould 
they  attempt  an  attack. 

At  four  in  the  afternoon  the 
enemy  weighed  and  flood  to  the 
fouthvvard,  when  I  immediately 
made  the  fignal  to  weigh,  and 
flood  after  them,  having  received 
on  board  a  detachment  of  300 
officers  and  men  of  his  majefty's 
98th  regiment,  who  were  diftri- 
buted  to  the  ftiips  of  the  fquadron 
that-  were  the  worft  manned.  I 
ftood  with  the  fquadron,  as  per 
margin  *,  to  the  fouthward  all 
that  night  under  an  eafy  lail,  and 
in  the  morning  at  day-light  found 


*  Superbe,  Exeter,  Monarca,  Hero,  '^yVorcefter,  Buiford,  Monmouth,  Eagle, 
Ifis,  Seahorfe,  Combuftlon, 
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itie  enemy's  (hips  had  feparated  in 
llie  night;  their  12  line  of  battle 
fhips  and  a  frigate  bearing  eaft  of 
me,  diHant  about  four  leagues, 
and  10  fail  of  their  frigates  and 
tranfports  bearing  S.  W.  diftant 
about  three  leagues,  and  fteering 
a  direfl  courfe  for  Pondicherry; 
on  which  I  infl^antly  made  the  fig- 
nal  for  a  general  chace  to  tiia 
S.  W.  in  order,  if  poffible,  to  corns 
up  with  and  take  their  tranfports, 
well  knowing  the  enemy's  line  of 
battle  fliips  would  follow  to  pro- 
ted  them,  all  in  their  power.  In 
the  courfe  of  the  chacc,  our  cop- 
per-bottomed fhips  came  up  with 
and  captured  fix  fail  of  ilnps  and 
vefTels,  five  of  which  were  Eng- 
lilh,  taken  by  the  enemy  when  to 
the  northward  of  Aiadras,  out  of 
which  I  ordered  the  Frenchmen 
to  be  taken,  and  the  vefTels  to 
proceed  with  their  own  crews  to 
Negapatam;  tlie  fixth  was  the 
Laurifton,  a  tranfport,  having 
on  board  many  French  ofHcers, 
300  men  of  the  regiment  of  Lau- 
fanne,  and  laden  with  guns,  fliot, 
powder,  and  other  military  itores : 
this  fhip,  fo  valuable  to  us,  and 
of  fo  much  confequence  to  the 
enemy,  was  taken  by  Captain 
Lumley,  of  his  majefty's  fliip  Ifis. 

So  foon  as  the  enemy's  fquadron 
difcovered  my  intention  to  chafe 
their  tranfports,  tliey  put  before 
the  wind,  and  made  ail  the  fail 
they  could  after  me;  and,  by 
three  o'clock  in  the  af:c:rnoon, 
four  of  their  beft  failing  line  of 
battle  fhips  were  got  within  two  or 
three  miles  of  our  (lernmoll  fhips, 
and  the  Ihips  in  chace  were  very 
much  fpread  by  the  enemy's  fhips 
they  were  chafing  fleering  differ- 
ent courfes,  fome  to  the  S.  E.  o- 
thers  to  the  S.  and  fcveral  to  the 


S.  W.  I  therefore  judged  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  make  the  fignal  for  the 
chafing  fliips  to  join  me,  which 
they  all  did  about  feven  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  and  I  continued 
Handing  to  the  S.  E.  under  an 
eafy  fail,  all  that  night,  the  ene- 
my's fquadron  in  fight,  and  mak- 
ing many  fignals. 

At  day-light  in  the  morning  of 
the  17th,  the  body  of  the  eneipy's 
fquadron  bore  N.  by  E.  of  ours, 
dillant  about  three  leagues,  the 
weather  very  hazy,  with  light 
winds  and  frequent  fqualls,  of 
fhort  duration,  from  the  N.  N.  E, 
the  enemy  crouding  all  the  fail 
they  could  towards  our  fquadron. 

At  fix  in  the  morning  I  made 
the  fignal  for  our  fquadron  to 
form  the  line  of  battle  a-head ;  at 
25  minutes  pafl  eight,  our  line  a- 
head  being  formed  with  great  dif- 
ficulty, from  the  want  of  wind 
and  frequent  intervals  of  calms,  I 
made  the  fignal  for  the  leading 
fliip  to  make  the  fame  fail  as  the 
admiral,  and  made  fail  formed  ia 
the  line  a-head,  intended  to  wea- 
ther the  enemy,  that  I  might  en- 
gage them  clofely.  At  ten  the 
enemy's  fquadron  having  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  fqualls  from  thes 
N.  N.  E.  (which  always  reached 
them  firft,  and  in  confequence 
continued  longeil  with  them)  near- 
ed  us  very  fafc,  and  I  made  the 
fignal  for  our  laie  to  alter  the 
courfe  two  points  to  leeward»  the 
enemy  then  fleering  down  on  the 
rear  of  our  line,  in  an  irregular 
double  line  abreafl.  At  half  paft 
noon,  I  made  the  fignal  for  our 
fquadron  tq  form  the  line  of  battle 
^-breafl,  ip  order  to  draw  the  rear 
of  our  line  clofer  to  the  centre, 
and  prevent  the  enemy  from 
breaking  in   011  it,  and  attacking 
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it  when  feparatcJ.       At  three   in 
the     afternoon,    the    enemy      flill 
pufhing  on   to   our  rear  in  a  dou- 
ble line  a-brcafc,  I   again  altered 
my   courfc  in  the  line,  in  order  to 
draw  our  fhips  Hill  clofer  to  the 
centre;    and,  at   40  minutes  after 
three,   finding    it    impoflible   to  a- 
■void    the   enemy's    attack,^  under 
all    the   difadvantages  of  little  or 
jio  wind  to  work,  our  fhips,  and  of 
being  to  leeward  of  them,  I  made 
the  fignal  for  our  fquadron  to  form 
at  once  into  the  line  of  battle  a- 
head.     At  four  the  Exeter   (which 
«as  the  fternmoft  fliip  in  our  rear 
when  formed  in  line  of  battle  a- 
head  on    the    larboard    tack)   not 
being  quite  doled   to  her    fcccnd 
a-head,  three  of  the  enemy's  fhips 
in  their   firll  line  bore  right  down 
Bpon    her,    whilil     four    more    of 
their   fecond  line,  headed    by   the 
Hero,   in    which  fhip  Monf.    Suf- 
frein   had   his    flag,   hauled  along 
the  outfide  of  the  f.rft  line  towards 
our  centre.     At   five  minutes  paft 
four,  the  enemy's  three  Ihips  be- 
gan their  fire  on  the  Exeter,  which 
was  returned  by  her,  and  her  fe- 
cond a-head.      At  ten  minutes  paft 
four  I  made  the  fignal  for  battle, 
and  at   12  minutes  paft,  the  aftion 
became  general  from  our  rear   to 
our  centre,  the   commanding    fliip 
of  the   enemy,  with    three   ethers 
of  their  fecond  line,  leading  down 
en   our  centre,  yet   never  at    any 
time  advancing    farther   than    op- 
pofite  to  the   Superbe,   our  centre 
Ihio,  with  little  or   no   wind,   and 
fome  heavy  rain   during    the    en- 
gagement. 

Under  thefe  circumftances  the 
enemy  brought  eight  of  their  bcft 
fhips  to  the  attack  of  five  of  ours, 
as  the  van  of  our  line,  confifting 
oC   the    Monmouth,   Eagle,    Bur- 


ford,  and  Worcefter,  could  not  hi 
brought  into  action,  without  tack^ 
ing  on  the  enemy;  and  although 
the  fignal  for  that  purpofe  was  at 
the  maft  head  ready  for  hciilingi 
there  Was  neither  wind  fufficient  to 
enable  them  to  tack,  nor  for  the 
five  (hips  of  our  centre  and  rear, 
then  engaged  with  the  enemy, 
hard  preffeJ,  and  much  difablcd 
in  their  mafts,  fails,  and  rigging, 
to  follow  them,  without  an  almoft 
certainty  of  feparating  our  van 
from  our  rear. 

At  fix  in  the  afternoon  a  fquall 
of  wind  fi-om.  the  S.  E.  took  our 
fliips,  and  paid  their  heads  round 
on  the  enemy  to  the  north  eaft- 
ward,  when  the  engagement  was 
renewed  by  our  five  fhips,  with 
great  fpirit  and  alacrity,  from  our 
llarboard  guns ;  and  at  25  mi- 
nutes paft  fix,  juft  before  dark, 
the  enemy's  fhips  engaged  with 
ours,  having  vifibly  fuffered  fe- 
verely,  the  whole  of  them  haul- 
ed their  wind,  and  flood  to  the 
N.E. 

At  this  time  the  Superbe  had 
loft  her  main-yard,  fhot  into  two 
pieces  in  the  flings,  had  five  feet 
water  in  her  hold,  and  continued 
for  fome  time  to  gain  on  all  her 
pumps,  until  feveral  of  the  largeft 
fhot-holes  under  water  were  plug- 
ged up,  and  neither  brace  nor 
bov/-line  leit  entire  ;  and  the  Ex- 
eter, reduced  almoft  to  the  ftate 
of  a  wreck,  had  made  a  fignal  of 
diftrefs.  The  other  three  fhips  in 
our  rear,  the  Monarca,  Ifis,  and 
Hero,  had  fuftered  lefs,  as  the 
enemy's  fire  appeared  plainly  to  be 
dircfted  principally  againft  the 
Superbe  and  Exeter, 

It  is  with  particular  pleafure 
I  have  to  acquaint  tlieir  lordfliips, 
that   the  ofUcers   and  men  of  the 
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five  {hips,  engaged  agalnft  fo  fu- 
perior  a  force  of  the  enemy,  be- 
haved through  the  whole  action 
with  the  greateft  ileadinefs  and 
bravery. 

After  the  aftion  I  flood  to  the 
fouthvvard     under     little     fail     all 
night ;    and   in    the    morning,    at 
day  -  light,    found    the    Superbe's 
main-niaft,  fore-maft,  and  bowfprit 
fo  much  wounded,  as  to  render  it 
exceedingly    dangerous    to    carry 
fail   on  them ;  the   Exeter's    mafts 
were  alfo  much  damaged,  and  the 
fhot-holes,    in   all    the   Ihips    that 
had   been    engaged,    fo   far   under 
water,  as    to  render   it   impoflible 
to  ftop   tliem,  but  by   giving  the 
fliips  deep  heels  in  fmooth  water; 
all  which,   and   the  wind  continu- 
ing to  blow    from^  the  northward, 
determined  me  to  proceed  to  Trin- 
camale,  as   the  only  proper  place 
to  refit  the   difabled    fhips,  and  I 
accordingly   arrived    there  on   the 
34th ;  and  having  done,  with  the 
utmofl    expedition,     what     repairs 
were   abfolutely    necefihry    to   put 
the  difabled  (hips  into  a  condition 
for    fervice,     I    failed    from    that 
place   with   the    fquadron   on    the 
4th  of  lad  month.     On  the  12th  1 
arrived  at  Madras  with   the  fqua- 
dron,  having'  feen  nothing  of  the 
enemy's  fquadron  on   my   pafTage 
from    Trincamale    to    that   place. 
The  accompanying  enclofure  con- 
tains an  exaft  lift  of  their  fquadron, 
and  the  number  of  troops  embark- 
ed on  it  at  the   Mauritius.      This 
fquadron  was   commanded  by   M. 
D'Orvc  when  it   left  the   iflands  ; 
but  he  dying  a  few  days  after  its 
arrival  on  this  coaft,  the  command 
devolved    on     Monheur     SufFrein. 
Gn  their  paflagc  from  the  iilaiids 
to  this  coaft  tliey  fell  in  with   his 
majcfty's  fhip  the  Hanuiba],  Capt. 


Chriftie,  oiF  the  Weft  coaft  of  Su- 
matra, and  took  her :  this  (hip 
raifed  the  number  of  their  line  of 
battle  to  twelve,  againft  nine  un- 
der my  command;  had  Ihe  joined 
me,  our  difparity  both  in  number 
and  force  would  not  have  been  fo 
great. 

I  am  !7iuch  concerned  to  inform 
their  lordfuips,  that  his  majefty's 
Hoop  the  Chafer,  commanded  bjr 
Captain  Parr,  was  captured  by  the 
enemy's  frigate,  the  L'cilona,  in 
her  way  to  Madras  Road,  from  a 
cruiTie  on  the  northern  part  of  this 
coaft. 

April  j^,  1782, 
A  liji  of  the  names,  force,  and  com- 
manders of  the  French  fquadron, 
no-xu  en  the  Coro7r.andel  coaft,  and 
of  the  land  forces  embarked  on 
them,  and  tranfports  at  the  MaU" 
ritius,  the  'jth  of  December  laft 
and  ?/ciw  landed  to  join  Hjder 
Ally, 

Ships  of  line.  Gum.  Ccv.manden.      Mew, 

L'Onent       74  Capt.  Du  Pallaire     6zi^ 
L'Annibal    7+  Tromelin        625 

Lc Brilliant  64  St.  P'elix  516 

L'Ajax        64  Boil  vet  51 S 

La  Severe     64..  S^iltier  51 S 

LeSphynx    64  Diichaleau       51 S 

LeArtciien  64,  L'Androis       516 

LeVengeur64  Forbin  516 

LaFiamand5o  DeQuebeiTillei}.}^ 

Eng.Han:iib.50 

Frigates. 
LaPurvoyufe4o  Capt.  Du  Galle  400 

La  Fine  40  Perierde  Salvert    400 

La  Bdlona     36  Bo vard  i ft  officer  351* 

La  Subtile     2a  Dc  Reaulieu  240 

La  Silpl:idc    1%  20* 

La  Diiiijente    S  8c> 

Flutes  and  Tranfports. 
Laurifton,    Bon    Amis,  Maurepas, 
Brifon,    Deux    Amis,    Fille    U- 
nique,    St.   Ann,    Ducide,  Tuf--. 
cany. 

Lund 
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Land  Forces.  ]\lsn. 

Regiment  d'Auftrafie  650 

de  rifle  de  France  800 

De  Legion  du  Laufanne  445 

Volontiers  de  Bourbon-  139 

De  Regiment  d'Artillerie  200 

Caiaes  of"  the  Iflands  1 157 

Sepoys         —              —  47 

:.  ,  3457 

Ahjlrall  tf  the  Killed  and  Wounded 
on  Board  his  Majejiy^s  Jhips, 
Ships.        Kd.        Wd,        Tot. 


Superbe 

II 

25 

36 

Exeter 

10 

45 

SS 

Monarca 

I 

5 

6 

Hero 

9 

»7 

26 

liis 

I 

3 

4 

32 


95 


AmoKg  nx'hom  i^ere  the  ii7ider~n:en- 
lioned  Oncers,  viz. 

Superbe.  —  Captain  Stephens, 
wounded,  ( iince  dead,  )  Lieu- 
tenants, Hughes  and  Ne\vconi>be, 
woandedi 

Exetefi  —  Captain  ReyrioJds, 
tilled  •'  Li?iitvnant  Charles  Jones, 
wounded. 

Extra5l  cf  a  Letter  front  Sir  Edw. 
Hughes,  to  Mr.  Stephens ;  dated 
en  Beard  his  Majcft/s  Ship  Su- 
perbe, in  Trincanr.ale  Bay,  May 
10,  1782. 

HAD  the  pleafure  to  addrefs 
^^  you  by  letter  on  the  4th  of  laft 
■nionih,  and  have  now  that  of  com- 
municating to  you,  for  their  lord- 
ihips  further  information,  an  •  ac- 
count of  the  tranfaftions  of  his 
majefty's  fquadron  as  per  mar- 
gin*, and  of  the  enemy's  to  this 
time. 


In  my  lad,  I  mentioned  tlv^ 
jundllon  of  his  majefty's  fhips  Sul- 
tan and  Magnanime  with  the 
fquadron  On  the  30th  of  March  ; 
both  fhips  were  then  very  fickly; 
and  much  feduced  by  the  fcurvy ; 
but  as  I  had  on  board  the  fqua- 
dron a  reinforcement  of  troops  for 
this,  garrifon,  and  a  quantity  of 
military  ftores,  I  judged  it  moft 
for  the  public  fervice,  efpecially 
as  I  knew  the  enemy's  fquadron 
was  to  the  fouthward,  not  to  re- 
turn to  Madras  to  land  the  fick 
and  fcorbutic  of  thefe  two  (hips, 
but  to  proceed  dire£liy  for  Trinca- 
male,  and  theie  to  land  the  rein- 
forcement and  military  flores,  as 
well  as  the  fick  of  the  Sultan  and 
Magnanime,  without  either  feeking 
or  fhunning  the  enemy. 

In  purfuance  of  this  refolution 
I  ftocd  with  the  fquadron  to  the 
fouthward,  and  on  the  6th  of  A- 
pril  fell  in  with  a  French  fhip, 
laft  from  Mauritius,  having  on 
board  difpatches  from  France  for 
their  commanders  in  chief  by  fea 
and  land ;  this  fnip  was  chafed  on 
i'bore  and  burnt  near  Tranquebar, 
the  officers  and  men  efcaping  with 
the  difpatches. 

On  the  8th,  about  noon,  1  came 
in  fight  of  the  enemy's  fquadron, 
confxlling  of  i8  fail,  in  the  N.  E. 
quarter^  and  continued  my  courfe 
for  this  place.  On  the  9th,  lotb, 
and  1  ith,  the  enemy  ftill  in  fsght. 
On  the  1 1  th,  having  made  the 
coalt  of  Ceylon,  about  15  leagues 
to  windward  of  Trincamale,  I 
bore  away  for  that  place.  On  the 
1 2th,  at  day  -  light,  the  pofition 
of  the  enemy's  fquadron  being  al- 
tered by  my  bearing  away,  fo  as 


*  Superbe,  Saltan,  Hero,  Monarca,  Burford,  Exeter,  Magnanime,  Monmouth, 
Wcrcefter,  Eagle,  Iiis,  Seahorfe,  Combullion  fire-fliip. 
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to  give  them  the  wind  of  ours,  I 
difcc'vered  them  crouding  all  the 
I'ail  they  could  fet  after  us;  and 
their  coppered  bottomed  fliips 
coming  hill  up  with  the  (hips  in 
our  rear,  [  therefore  determinL-d  to 
engage  ciiem. 

At  nine  in  the  forenoon  I  made 
the  fignal  for  the  fhips  in  our  fqua- 
dron  to   form  the  line  of  battle  a- 
head  on  the  llarboard  tack,  at  two 
cables   length    diltance    from    each 
other,     the    enemy     then    bearing 
N    by  E.  diftant  about  fix  miles, 
and  tlie   wind    at    N.  by   E.  they 
continued  manoeuvring  their  fhips, 
and   changing     their     pofitions   in 
their     line      till      fifteen      minutes 
pafl   noon,   when   diey   bore  away 
to   engage   us ;     five   fail  of  their 
van    flretching    along    to    engage 
the    {hips    of    our    van,    and    the 
other    feven    fail    fleering    direft- 
ly    on   our    center  fhips,  the    Su- 
perbe,  the  Monmouth  her   fecond 
a-head,  and  the  Monarca  her  fe- 
cond   a-ftern.      At    half  pafl    one 
the  engagement  began  in  the  van  of 
both  fqaadrons ;  three  minutes  after 
I  made  the  fignal  for  battle.     The 
French  admiral  in   the  Hero,   and 
his    fecond    a-flern    the  L'Orient, 
bore  down  on   the  Suberbe  within 
piftol    fhot.      The  Hero  continued 
her  pofition,  giving  and  receiving 
a  fevere  fire  for  nine  minutes,  and 
then  fcood  on  greatly  damaged  to 
attack    the    Monmoutli,    at     that 
time  engaged  v/ith  another  of  the 
enemy's    Ihips,    making    room    for 
the  fhips  in   his   rear  to   come   up 
to  the  attack  of  our  center,  where 
the  engagement   was  hottell.      At 
three     the     Monmouth     had    her 
mizen-maft   fhot  away,  and,  in    a 
few  minutes   after,  her  main-mall, 
and   bore  out   of  the   line  to  lee- 
ward.      And    at   40    minutes    pafl 
three,  the  wind  unexpedledly  con- 
VoL.  XXV. 


tinuing  far  northerly,  without  any 
fea  breeze,  and  being  careful  not 
to  entangle  our  fhips  with  the 
fhore,  I  made  the  fignal  fo*-  ^he 
fqiiadron  to  wear,  and  haul  tiieir 
wind  in  a  line  of  battle  a-head 
on  the  larboard  tack,  flill  engag- 
ing the  enemy.  At  40  minutes 
pall  five,  being  in  fifteen  fathom, 
water,  and  apprehenfive  lefl  the 
Monmouth  might,  in  her  difabled 
flatc,  drive  too  near  the  fhore,  I 
made  the  fignal  for  the  fquadron 
to  prepare  to  anchor.  At  40  mi- 
nutes pall  fix  the  enemy's  fqua- 
dron di  cw  off  in  great  diforder  to 
the  eaflward,  and  the  engagement 
ceafcd,  their  admiral  having  fhift- 
ed  his  flag  from  the  Hero  to  the 
Frer.ch  Hannibal,  on  account  of 
the  Hero's  difabled  flate ;  and 
foon  after  I  anchored  with  the 
fquadron,  the  Superbe  clofe  to 
the  Moiuin  nuh,  in  order  to  repair 
cur  damages,  which  on  board  the 
Superbe  and  Monmouth  were  very 
great  in  tne  hulls,  malls,  fails  and 
rigging ;  and  almoil  all  the  fliips 
had  fuffcred  confiderably  in  their 
mafls,  fiiis,  and  rigging. 

Much  about  this  time  the  French 
frigate,  La  Fine,  being  ordered, 
J  fuppofc,  to  tow  and  aflilt  their 
difabled  Ihip  the  Hero,  fell  oa 
board  his  majeHy's  fhip  Ifis,  and 
had  actually  llruck  his  colours  to 
her;  but  taking  advantage  of  the 
darkncls  of  the  night,  and  the  flate 
the  Ifis  was  in,  juit  come  out  of 
aftion,  in  which  the  had  a  number 
of  men  killed  and  v/oundcd,  and 
otherwife  ill  m;'.nned,  the  frigate 
got  clear  of  the  Ilis,  and  efcaped. 

An  account  of  tne  niftnber  of  of- 
ficers aud  men  l-:illcd  and  wounded 
on  boiid  the  fevcral  fhips  of  the 
fquadron,  is  here  enc'.ofei. 

On  the  moriii  g  of  the  I3tb,  at 

day    light,   1    found  the    enemy's 

[S]  f(iua- 
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fquadron  had  anchored  about  five 
miles  without  us,  in  much  dil- 
order  and  apparent  diftrels,  but 
they  had  loft  no  lower  mafls  : 
both  fquadrons  were  bufily  em- 
ployed in  repairing  damages, 
drawing  into  order  for  defence, 
the  enemy  feeming  to  apprehend 
an  attack  from  us,  and  1  mylclf 
uncertain  if  they  would  not  renew 
the  engagement,  in  order  to  get 
held  of  the  Monmouth.  In  thcfe 
fituations  both  fquadrons  conti- 
nued at  anchor  till  the  19th  in 
the  morning,  when  the  enemy's 
got  under  fail  with  the  land  v%ind, 
and  flood  out  to  fea  clofe  hauled, 
and  at  noon  tacked  with  the  fea 
breeze,  and  flood  in  for  the  body 
of  our  fquadron,  as  if  with  intent 
to  attack ;  but  after  coming  with- 
in two  miles  of  usj  finding  us  pre- 
p.ired  to  receive  them,  they  again 
tacked  and  ftocd  to  the  ea  ft  ward 
by  the  wind ;  and  I  have  not 
fmce  been  able  to  learn  certainly 
where  they  are  gone.  Having  re- 
fitted the  Monmouth  in  the  bell: 
manner  our  fituation  would  admit, 
with  jury,  main  and  mixcn- malls, 
I  failed  with  his  majelly's  fqua- 
drpn  for  this  place  .on  the  2  2d, 
and  anchored  here  on  the  evening 
of  the  fame  day,  immediately  land- 
ing the  reinforcemjent  and  military 
llorcs  defiincd  .'"or  the  garrifon,  and 
the  Ack  and  wounded. 

in  this  fituation  of  the  fquadron 
and  its  men,  I  thought  it  bell  for 
his  mEJclly's  fervice  to  remain  at 
anclior  here,  and  to  let  about  the 
repairs  of  the  hull,  malts  and 
rigging  of  the  feveral  fhips,  whilll 
the  fick  enjoy  every  benefit  of  frcfli 
meat,  vegetables  and  wine,  on  fl.ore, 
for  their  recovery. 

I  have  the  fatisfaclicn  to  inform 
their    lordfhips,    that    I     Ihall    be 
able  to  re-maft  the  Monmouth  by 
I 


the  end  of  this  month,  from  the  fparc 
ilores  on  board  the  feveral  fhips  3 
and  that  the  damage  they  fuflained 
in  the  lall  engagement  will  be 
every  way  made  good  about  that 
time. 

Ahjiraa  of  the  Killed  and  Wounded 
on  board  hii  Majejiy^s  Jhips. 


Ships. 

Killed, 

Wd. 

Tot, 

Superbe 

59 

96 

»5S 

Exeter 

4 

40 

44 

Majnanime 

— 

7 

7 

Monmouth 

45 

102 

147 

Monarca 

7 

28 

35 

Worceiter 

8 

26 

34 

Burford 

6 

36 

42 

Eagle 

— 

22 

22 

Hero' 

2 

'3 

»5 

Sultan 

■— 

9 

9 

Ifis 

6 

51 

57 

137      430      567 

Among  the  Killed  -ivere  the  following 
Ojfice.fs,  'viz. 

Supcjbe.  —  Two      Lieutenants* 
Mailer. 

Monmouth. — One  Lieutenant  of 
Marines. 

Worceller. — One  Lieutenant. 

Burford.  —  One    Lieutenant    of 
Marines. 

Names  not  mentioned. 
— ^ 

^dmh-alty  Offtce,  Dccetnher  24,  I  782. 
£xtrad  of  a  Letter  frotn  James  Lut- 
trel,  Efq.  Commander  of  his  Ma~ 
jejifs  Ship  the  Mediator,  to  Mr. 
Stephens,  dated  in  Plymouth 
Sound,  December  19,  1782. 

YOU  will  pleafe  to  acquaint 
their  lordfiiips  with  my  arri- 
val here  with  the  Menagere,  one 
of  my  prizes,  having  left  the  A- 
lexaixler  to  follow  two  days  ago. 
It  vv'as  my  intention  to  have  re- 
turned to  England  as  foon  as  pof- 

fible. 
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fible,  for  the  reafons  given  in  my 
letter,  dated  off  Ferrol  the  6tli 
inftant ;  but,  having  received  in- 
telligence from  a  neutral  vefTel, 
that  an  American  frigate  was  rea- 
dy to  fail  from  Boiirdeaux,  the 
wind  being  eallerly,  I  returned  to 
the  fouthward  to  be  able  to  fall 
into  her  track  ;  and. 

On  the  I  2th  of  December,  at  fe- 
<ven  A.  M.  we  difcovcred  five  fail 
on  our  lee  beam,  made  fail  and 
gave  chace. 

Jt  eight  their  hulls  were  above 
water ;  ihey  were  foroiing  in  a 
clofe  line  of  battle,  and  fiiortened 
fail  to  their  topfails  to  wait  for 
us;  the  headmoll  was  L'Eugene, 
frigate  built,  of  36  guns,  133 
men,  commanded  by  Monf.  Le 
Capitaine  Baudin,  laden  for  the 
French  king,  and  bound  to  Port 
au  Prince  ;  ftie  lay  with  a  French 
pendant  and  enfign  flying ;  next 
to  her  was  an  American  brig,  of 
14  gur.s,  and  70  men,  with  Ame- 
rican colours ;  next  to  her  a  two- 
decked  fhip,  the  length  of  a  64, 
armed  en  flute,  called  the  Mena- 
gere,  French  pendant  and  enfign 
flying,  commanded  by  Monf.  de 
Foligne,  Capitaine  de  Erutot,  of 
the  department  of  Rochfort, 
mounting  on  her  main  deck  26 
long  twelve-pounders,  and  4  fix- 
pounders  on  her  quarter  deck  and 
forecallle,  with  a  complement  of 
212  men,  laden  with  gunpowder, 
naval  flores,  and  bale  goods,  for 
the  French  king's  fervicc,  at 
Port  aa  Prince;  next  to  her  lay 
the  Alexander,  of  24  nine-pound- 
ers, and  102  men,  with  a  French 
pendant  and  an  American  enfign, 
commanded  by  a  Capt.  Gregory 
who  appears  to  have  been  an  I- 
riihman,  but  has  a  Congrefs  com- 
miiTion,   laden  with    llores,  provi. 


fions,  &c.  for  the  French  king's 
ufe  at  Port  au  Prince ;  next  to 
her  lay  the  Dauphin  Royal,  of  28 
guns,  1 20  men,  bound  to  the  Eaft 
Indies,  having  a  French  pendant 
and  enhgn  flying  :  and  having  de- 
termined, without  lofing  a  mo- 
ment's time,  to  endeavour  to  throw 
their  fquadron  into  confulion, 
and,  if  pollible,  to  take  advantage 
of  fome  of  them;  and  relying  on 
the  good  failing  of  the  Mediator 
to  bring  her  off,  if  I  cculd  not  fee 
a  probability  of  fucccl's  after  a  few 
broadfldes ;  I  continued  bearing 
down,  with  all  fail  fet.  on  the 
enemy,  except  fuch  fails  as  might 
be  in  the  way  of  quick  manceu- 
vres. 

At  fen  received  a  few  (hot  frcra 
the  Menagere's  upper  deck,  which 
convinced  me  flie  had  no  lower 
deck  guns,  though  flie  had  all  the 
ports  complete  to  the  eye ;  conti- 
nued to  approach  the  enemy,  and 
receive  fire  from  their  line,  and 
employed  cccafionally  in  tacking, 
wearing,  bearing  down.  Sec. 

At  half  paji  ten,  having  very 
much  approached  the  rear  of  their 
line,  it  broke,  the  brig  and  Dau- 
phin Royal  crouding  fail  away 
from  the  refl;  upon  which  the 
Menagere,  Eugene,  and  Alex- 
ander wore  under  an  eaiy  fail 

A.'  ele-ven  I  bore  down,  and  cut 
off  the  Alexander  from  her  con- 
forts,  employed  fighting  both  fides 
occafional.y  ;  and  the  firll  broad- 
fide,  when  very  clofe  to  the  Alex- 
ander, made  her  llrike  her  Ame- 
rican colours,  and  let  fly  her 
fheets ;  the  Menagere  and  Eu- 
gene, after  firing  at  us  for  fome 
time,  crouded  all  fail,  and  went 
away  before  the  wind;  boarded 
the  prize,  and  laid  her  head  to- 
wards  the  enemy,  under   an  eafy 

[S]  2  fail. 
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to 


:   out 
ch;ice 


100 
the 


priloners,    meaning 
Menagere. 

^it  half  paji  t^^velve  made  all  fail 
in  chaco,  leaving  the  prize  to 
follow,  or  bear  away  for  Eng- 
land, if  we  run  her  hull  down. 

Jt  three  the  Eugene  hauled  her 
wind  away  from  the  Menagere. 

j^t  f.-ve  began  firing  at  the  Me- 
nagere, to  prevent  her  aiming  at 
our  mails,  by  covering  ourfclves 
with  fmoke. 

M  half  p aft  fi^e  had  gained  very 
confiderably  on  the  Menagere,  and 
occalionaiiy  fired  broadfides  at  each 
other. 

At  fix  a  fudden  fquall  caught 
me,  with  three  of  my  lower  deck- 
ers run  out,  and  obliged  me  to  put 
before  the  wind,  the  water  rulh- 
ing  in  till  knee  deep  on  the  deck, 
but  with  the  chain  pumps  we  foon 
cleared  our  ftiip,  and  as  foon  as 
fhe  was  fafe,  I  hauled  towards  the 
enemy,  crouding  fail  to  regain 
her. 

At  fe--ven  began  again  to  fire  at 
each  other,  and  our  main  top  gal- 
lant maft  and  force  top  gallant 
yard  were  (hot  away :  continued 
conftantly  firing  at  each  other, 

'Till  nine,  when  I  had  got  within 
piftol  {hot  of  the  Menagere's  quar- 
ter, and  put  my  helm  a-weacher 
to  pour  in  a  broadfide  of  round 
and  grape  fliot  from  all  ray  guns, 
which  flie,  being  aware  of,  threw 
up  in  the  wind,  hauled  down  her 
colours,  and  hailed  that  fhe  had 
llruck.  I  inftantly  ordered  my 
people  to  dcfift  firing,  fhortened 
fail,  and  judging  myfelf  then  with- 
in about  five  miles  of  the  entrance 
of  Ferrol,  where  they  muft  have 
heard  our  guns,  I  haftened  to  get 
both  Ihips  from  oft"  the  land. 

At  eleven  P.  M.  my  prize  the 


Alexander  joined  us.  The  fore 
fhrouds  and  a  great  deal  of  run- 
ning rigging  being  {hot  av\ay.  de- 
tained us,  but  in  two  hours  we 
received  200  prifoners  more,  and 
were  able  to  make  a  little  (ail  to- 
gether to  weihvard  off  Ihore. 

At  day -break  we  faw  the  Ifland 
Slfargo,  dirtant  about  5  or  6 
leagues,  and  in  the  offing  the 
Dauphin  Royal,  with  her  main 
top-mail  gone,  and  otherways 
diiabled;  and  the  brig  with  all 
her  mails  gone,  except  part  of  her 
lower  mails:  I  thought  it  how- 
ever improper  to  rifle  the  king's 
fhip,  by  leaving  ourfelves  with 
fev/er  men  ;  for  having  fint  50  on 
board  the  large  fhip,  and  20  on 
board  the  Alexander,  befiJes  man- 
ning the  Spaiiifn  prize,  i  had  re- 
maining only  190;  half  of  whom 
mull:  fleep  at  nights,  and  the  refl 
were  few  to  work  the  fhip  and 
guard  340  prifoners ;  for  this  rea- 
fon  I  hope  their  lordlliips  will  ap- 
prove of  my  not  chacing  the  Dau- 
phin Royal  and  brig;  the  former 
flood  in  tov/ards  tne  land,  the 
brig  feemed  returning  to  Bour- 
deaux,  from  whence  this  armed 
convoy  failed  on  the  9th  inflant. 

On  the  l\th  of  December,  at  ten 
P.M.  Capt  Stephen  Gregory,  of 
the  Alexander,  laid  a  plot  to  oc- 
cafion  the  prifoners  to  rife,  and 
hoped  to  have  taken  the  Mediator 
from  me ;  but  through  the  inde- 
fatigable attention  of  Lieutenant 
Rankin  of  the  marines,  in  the 
difpoial  and  regulation  of  centries> 
Sec.  as  a  guard,  and  the  lucky 
precaution  we  had  taken  of  or- 
dering the  gratings  of  _  all  the 
hatches  iu  the  lower  gun  deck  to 
be  battoned  down  with  capftan. 
bars,  leaving  room  for  only  one 
man  at  a  time  to  come  up  abaft, 
§  where. 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE.     [277 


where,  in  cafe  of  an  alarm,  we 
had  fixed  our  rendezvous,  the 
defperate  fcheme  of  Gregory  was 
prevented  without  bloodlhed,  the 
priloners  finding  no  pafTage  where 
they  could  get  up.  The  alarm  he 
fixed  on  was  to  fire  an  eighteen 
pounder  gun  in  the  gun  rooni 
where  he  lay,  for  he  meffed  with 
my  lieutenants,  and  had  received 
every  friendly  attention. 

Jt  ten  at  night  I  felt  a  terrible 
Ihoclc  from  fome  explofion,  and 
heard  a  cry  of  fire  :  I  was  foon 
after  informed,  that  the  lee  port 
was  blown  away  by  the  gun  into 
the  fea,  and  the  water  making  in. 
As  foon  as  I  had  wore  ihlp  on  the 
other  tack,  to  get  the  port  hole 
covered  with  tarpaulins,  and  fe- 
cured,  I  Wiint  down,  found  the 
gun  room  on  fire,  and  every  thing 
fhattered  that  was  near  the  explo- 
iion;  Gregory,  with  his  accom- 
plice, drefled,  though  they  had 
pretended  to  go  to  bed ;  and  in 
their  cot  was  found  gunpowder, 
which  they  had  provided  to  prime 
the  gun  with  ;  and  in  Ihort,  every 
proof  neceflary  for  a  convidion  of 
Gregory's  having  fired  it  for  an 
alarm  to  make  the  prifoners  rife: 
he  had  alfo  endeavoured  to  provide 
himfelf  with  a  (word,  but  being 
difappointed  in  his  project,  he 
begged  his  life.  A  cry  of  fire  for- 
wards was  heard  among  the  pri- 
foners when  the  fignul  gun  was 
fired  ;  but  all  being  difcovered  and 
fettled,  I  ordered  Gregory,  toge- 
ther with  thofe  of  his  othcers  and 
men,  whom  I  fufpeded  concerned 
in  the  plot,  to  be  put  in  irons, 
and  kept  on  bread  and  water.  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  trouble  thclr 
lordlhips  with  this  narrative.  In 
juftlce  to  his  majefty's  colours, 
under  which  no  prifoners  are  un- 


defervedly  treated  with  rigour. 
The  officers  of  the  Menagere  hav- 
ing always  conduced  themfelves 
like  men  of  honour,  I  was  happy 
to  have  the  pleafure  of  continuing 
them  at  my  tnble,  with  the  ufuai 
confidence  in  their  parole ;  and 
'the  prifoners  in  general  have  had 
every  mark  of  humanity  and  at- 
tention fiijwn  to  them  that  our 
own  fafety  would  admit  of.  When 
tficir  lordihlps  confider  the  force 
offering  us  battle,  and  at  firft 
united  to  oppofe  us,  they  will,  I 
trull,  be  convinced,  that  our  fuc- 
cefs  v/as  chiefly  owing  to  the  ex- 
ertions and  activity  of  the  officers 
and  men  in  working  the  fliip,  as 
well  as  in  fiwhtii^or  her. 

The  enemy's  fliot  havmg  been 
entirely  aimed  vvldv  a  view  to  dif- 
m  ill  us,  fortunately  prevented  my 
officers  and  men  from  receiving 
any  hurt  ;  my  lower  rigging  for- 
wards and  fome  abaft  was  fhot 
away  :  alfo  the  main  top  gallant 
maft,  Ituddlng  fall  and  yard,  and 
fore  top  gallant  yard,  top  mall, 
rigging,  fails,  and  running  rigging 
in  general  much  cm,  which,  with 
a  few  Ihot  in  the  bows,  is  all  the 
damage  we  have  as  yet  difcovered 
to  have  happened  to  his  majefty's 
Ihip  Mediator  in  the  adion. 

Kiiltd  and  ^-joundeii  on  board  the 
Menngere. 
Monf.  Darmalgnac,  a  gentle- 
man  of  property  in  the  ifland  of 
St.  Domingo,  and  three  ieamen 
killed.  Seven  or  eight  feamen 
wounded. 

Killed  and  -Tvoiinded  on  beard  the 
Alexander 

Six  feamen  killed.  Eight  or 
nine  feamen  wounded. 

This  lilt  is  taken  from  the  re- 
port  of  their   officers,  not   having 

[5]  3  had 
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had   time  as  yet   to   examine    the 
prifoners  by  lift. 

N.  B.  An  account  is  received 
from  the  purfer  of  the  Mediator, 
of  his  arrival  at  Fortimcuth  with 
the  Alexander. 


Articles  of  Capitulation  of  the  iflands 
of  St.  Chriftophers  an(f  Nevis 
betiveeji  his  Excellency  the  Count 
de  Graffe,  and  the  Marquis  de 
Bouille ;  and  his  Excellency  Major 
General  Shirley,  Governors:  and 
Brigadier  General  Frafer. 

Art.  I.  THE  Governor,  the 
Commander  of  the  troops,  the  re- 
gular ofi'.cers  and  foldiers,  the  of- 
ficers and  privates  of  militia,  fhall 
march  through  the  breach  on  the 
fort  of  Brimftone  Hiil,  with  all 
the  honours  of  war,  with  drums 
beating,  colours  flying,  one  mor- 
tar, two  brafs  field  pieces,  ten 
rounds  each,  arms  and  baggage, 
and  then  lay  down  their  arms  at  a 
place  appointed,  the  ofHcers  ex- 
cepted. 

Art.  II.  The  regular  troops 
Ihall  be  prifoners  of  war,  and  fent 
to  England  in  fafe  and  good  vef- 
fels,  which  fhall  be  furnifhed  with 
provifions  for  the  voyage,  but  they 
fhall  not  ferve  againll  the  King  of 
France  until  they  fhall  be  ex- 
changed. The  ofHcers  are  per- 
mitted to  refide  in  any  of  the 
iflands,  upon  their  parole.  The 
militia  and  armed  negroes  fhall  re- 
turn to  their  refpeftive  homes. 

Art.  111.  The  inhabitants  or 
their  attorneys  fhall  be  obliged  to 
take  the  oaths  of  fidelity  to  the 
King  of  France,  wirhin  the  fpace 
of  one  month,  before  the  governor 
of  the  faid  iflands,  and  thofe  that 
are  prevented  from  it  by  ficknefs, 
fhall  obtain  a  delay. 


Art.  IV.  They  fhall  obferve 
an  exaft  neutrality,  and  ihall  not 
be  compelled  to  take  arms  againll 
his  Britannic  Majefty,  or  any  other 
power.  They  arc  at  liberty  to  re- 
tain their  arms  for  the  internal  po- 
lice and  better  fubjeftion  of  their 
negroes  ;  but  they  are  to  make  a 
return  of  them  to  the  jullice  of 
the  peace,  who  fhall  be  refpon- 
fible  for  any  bad  ufe  that  may  be 
made  of  them,  contrary  to  the 
tenor  of  the  prefcnt  capitulation. 

Art.  V.  They  fhall  enjoy, 
until  a  peace,  their  laws,  cufloms, 
and  ordinances.  Juftice  fhall  be 
adminiftered  by  the  fame  perfons 
who  are  aftually  in  office.  All 
expences  attending  the  admini- 
flration  of  juftice,  fhall  be  defrayed 
by  the  colony. 

Art.  VI.  The  Court  of  Chan- 
cery fhall  be  held  by  the  council 
of  the  ifland,  and  in  the  fame 
form  as  heretofore,  and  all  ap- 
peals from  the  faid  court  fhall  be 
made  to  his  moil  Chriftian  Ma- 
jefty  in  council. 

Art.  VII.  The  inhabitants 
and  clergy,  Ihall  be  fupported  in 
the  pcfTeffion  of  their  eflates  and 
properties,  of  whatfoever  nature 
and  denomination,  and  in  their 
privileges,  rights,  titles,  honours, 
and  exemptions,  and  in  the  pof- 
feflion  of  their  religion,  and  the 
miniftcrs  in  the  enjoyment  of  their 
livings.  The  abfcntees,  and  thofe 
who  are  in  the  fervice  of  his  Bri- 
tannic Majeily,  fhall  be  main- 
tained in  the  poiTefTion  and  en- 
joyment of  their  eftates  and  pro- 
perties, which  fhall  be  managed 
by  their  attornies.  The  inhabi- 
tants may  fell  their  eftates  and 
poficflions  to  whom  they  fliall  think 
proper,  and  they  are  at  liberty  to 
fend  their  children  to  England  to  ^ 
be    educated,    and    from    whence 

they 
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they  may   return  when  they  judge 
proper. 

Art.  VI ir.  The  inhabitants 
fliall  pay  monthly  into  the  hands 
of  the  treaiurcr  of  the  troops,  in 
lieu  cf  all  taxes,  the  value  of  two 
thirds  of  the  articles  that  the 
iflands  of  St.  Chrillophers  and 
Nevis  p.iiJ  to  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain  ;  which  ihall  be  eftimatcd 
according  to  the  valuation  of  the 
revenues  made  in  the  year  178 1, 
and  which  (hallferve  as  a  bafis. 

Art.  IX.  The  ftorcs  which 
may  have  been  taken  during  the 
fiege  Ihall  be  religioufly  reftored, 
and  they  may  alfo  be  reclaimed  in 
any  of  the  French  windward  or 
leeward  iflands. 

Art.  X.  The  inhabitants  fliall 
not  be  obliged  to  farnilh  the  troops 
with  quarters,  except  in  extraor- 
dinary cafes;  but  they  arc  10  be 
lodged  at  the  expence  of  the  king, 
or  in  houfes  belonging  to  the 
crown. 

Art.  XI.  In  cafes  where  the 
king's  bufinefs  may  require  ne- 
groes to  work,  they  fnall  be  fur- 
niihcd  by  the  inhubiiaiiis  of  the 
faid  iflands,  to  the  number  of  five 
hundred,  but  they  fliall  be  paid  at 
the  rate  of  two  bills  per  day  each, 
and  viftuallcd  at  the  expence  of 
the  king. 

Art.  XI I.  The  veflVIs  and 
droghers  belonging  to  the  inha- 
bitants at  the  capitulation  Ihall  be 
reftored  entire  to  their  owners. 

The  vcfi'els  which  the  faid  inha- 
bitants expected  from  the  ports  of 
England,  or  from  any  of  his  Bri- 
tannic IVIajclly's  pofl"j;flions,  fliall 
be  received  in  the  fame  colonics 
during  the  fpace  of  flx  months ; 
and  they  may  load  them  to  return 
under  neutral  colours  even  for  the 
ports  of  Great    Britain,   with   the 


particular  permilfion  of  the  go- 
vernor ;  and  if  any  of  the  veflels 
expcded  fliall  flop  at  any  of  the 
Knglifn  iflands,  the  governor  fliall 
be  authorized  to  grant  permilHon 
for  them  to  come  to  eicier  of  the 
faid  iflands. 

Art.  XII r.  The  inhabitants 
and  merchants  fliall  enjoy  all  the 
privileges  of  commerce  granted  to 
the  fubjefls  of  his  mofl  Chriflian 
Majefly,  throughout  all  the  ex- 
tent of  his  dominions. 

Art.  XIV.  Whatever  mav 
have  been  furpifiied  for  the  French 
army  during  the  flegc,  and  to  this 
day  by  the  faid  iflands,  and  the 
lofles  that  the  inhabitants  have  fuf- 
tained  by  the  burning  of  planta- 
tions, and  by  every  ether  means, 
fliall  be  eflimated  by  a  meeting  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  the  amount 
equally  borne  by  the  two  iflands, 
under  the  head  of  contribution  or 
indemnity  for  the  expences  of  the 
war,  but  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
this  article  fliall  not  diminifli  the 
taxes  above-mentioned,  which  are 
to  take  place  from  the  date  of  the 
capitulation;  but  the  aflTenibly  of 
the  inhabitants  may  apply  to  it 
the  arrears  of  the  general  taxes 
which  remain  in  their  hands  at  tlic 
date  of  the  capitulation. 

Art.  X\'.  The  failors  of  mer- 
chant fliips,  thofe  of  privateers, 
and  other  individuals,  who  have 
no  property  in  the  faid  iflands, 
fliall  depart  from  the  fame  in  the 
fpace  of  flx  weeks,  if  they  are  not 
employed  in  droghers,  or  avowed 
by  two  proprietors,  who  will  an- 
fwer  for  them,  and  means  fliall  be 
furniflied  them  to  depart  for  the 
neutral  iflands. 

Art.  XVI.  The  General  of 
the  French  troops -fliall  be  put  in 
poflcflion    of  all  the   artillery,   all 
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the  efFefts,  depending  on  the  co- 
lonies, belonging  to  his  Britannic 
Majefty,  all  powder,  arms,  am- 
munilicn,  and  king's  veffcls  fliall 
be  given  to  the  commander  of  the 
French  troops,  and  an  inventory 
of  ihem  prefented  to  the  governor 

Art.  XVII.  Out  of  refpedl  to 
the  courage  and  determined  con- 
dudl  of  Generals  Shirley  ard  Fra- 
fer,  we  ccnfent  that  they  fliall  not 
be  confidered  as  prifoners  of  war ; 
but  the  former  may  return  to  his 
government  of  Antigaa,  and  the 
latter  continue  in  the  fervice  of  his 
ccunti-y,  bsing  happy  to  teilify 
this  mark  of  particular  eileem  for 
thofe"  brave  ofRcers. 

At  S.\   Chriflophir's,  F-.h.    12,    1782. 

Le  MarquisDe  Bouille. 
Thomaj   Shirley, 
(Governor  and  Major  General  in 
his  Majefly's  army.) 
Thomas  Fraser.,  Brig.  Gen. 
It  is  moreover  covenanted,   that 
the    inhabitants    of    thef:-    illands, 
with  the  permiffion  of  the  gover- 
nor, may  export  their  merchandize 
in  neutral  veffels,  for  all  the  ports 
of  Frar^ce  and  America. 

(Signed  as  above) 


Copies  of  hixo  Letters  nvhich  paffed 
betuoeen  the  Duiie  tip  Crillcn  and 
General  Elliot  during  the  Siege  r.f 
Gibraltar. 

Carr.p   of  Buena'vl/lay  Aug.   19,   17S2. 
Si  R, 

I  S  Royal  Highnefs  comte 
d'Artois,  who  has  received 
perraiiTion  from  the  King  his  bro- 
ther to  affiil  at  this  fiege,  as  a  vo- 
lunteer ii)  the  combined  army,  of 
which  their  moft  ChriiHan  and 
patiiolc  Majeflies  have  honoured 
^e  with  the  command,  arrived  in 


this  camp  the   15th  inftant.     This 
young    prince  has  been  pleafed,  in 
paffing    through  Madrid,    to  take 
charge  of  fome  letters,  which  had 
b-^en  fent  to  that  capital  from  this, 
and   which    are   addrefled    to    per- 
fons    belonging    to  your   garrifon : 
his  royal  higbueis  has  defired  that 
I  Would   tranfmit  them   to  you,  and 
that  to  this  mark  of  his  goodnefs 
and    attention    I    fhould    add    the 
ftrongell  expreffions  of  efteem   for 
your  perfon   and  charaflcr.     I  fsel 
the   greater  pleafurc  in  giving   this 
mark  of  condefcenhon  in   this    au- 
guft    prince,   as    it     furnilhes   me 
with  a  pretext,  which  I  have  been 
anxioufly    looking    for    thefe    two 
months    that    I  have  been  in   this 
camp,   to  alTure  you   of  the  high 
eileem  I   have  conceived  for  your 
exceliencv  ;     of  the  immenfe  defire 
I   feel  of  deferving  yours ;  and  of 
the   pleafure    10  which  I  look  fc/r- 
ward   of    becoming    your    friend, 
after  1   Ihall  have  learnt  to  render 
myfelf   worthy   of  the    honour    of 
facing    you    as    an    enemy.      His 
Highnefs    the   Duke    de   Bourbon, 
v.'ho  arrived  here  twenty-four  hours 
after  Comte  d'Artois,  defires  alfo 
that  I  fhould  afiure  you  of  his  par- 
ticular  efteem.      Permit  me,  dear 
general,  to    cfFer  you  a  few  little 
trifles,  for  your   table,  of  v/hich  I 
am  fure  you  muft  ftand  in   need : 
as  I  know  you  live  entirely  on  ve- 
getables, I  fhould  be  glad  to  know 
what  kind  you  like  beil:.  I  ihall  add 
a  few  partridges  for  the  gentlemen 
of  your  houfehold,  and   fome    ice, 
v^hich  I  prefume  will  not  be  difa- 
greeable,   in    the   exceffive  heat  of 
this  climate,  at  this  feafon  of  the, 
year.     I  hope  you  will  be  obliging 
enough  to  accept  the  fmall     por- 
tion which  I  fend  with  this  letter. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &G. 
His  'Excellency  Gen,  Ellict,  l^c, 

SIR, 
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S*  J  Rj  Gibraltar,  Aug.  20. 

I  FIND  myfelf  highly  honoured 
by  your  obliging  letter  of 
yefterday,  in  wnich  your  excel- 
lency was  fo  kind  as  to  inform  me 
of  the  arrival  in  your  camp  of  his 
Royal  highnefs  the  Comte  d'Ar- 
tois,  and  the  Duke  de  Bourbon, 
to  ferve  as  volunteers  at  the  fiege. 
Thefe  princes  have  fhewn  their 
judgment  in  making  choice  of  a 
niafter  in  the  art  of  war,  whofe  abi- 
lities cannot  fail  to  form  great  .var- 
riours.  I  am  really  ovcrw  elmed 
with  the  condefceafion  of  his  royal 
highnefs,  ia  fufteri;)g  fome  letters 
for  perfons  in  this  town,  to  be 
conveyed  from  Madrid  in  his  car- 
riages;  I  flatter  myfelf  that  your 
excellency  will  give  my  mofl  pro- 
found rcfpefts  to  his  royal  high- 
nefs and  to  the  Duke  de  Bourbon, 
for  the  (.xpreflions  of  elleera  with 
which  they  have  been  pleafed  to 
honour  fo  infignincant  a  perfon  as 
I  am. 

I  return  a  thoufand  thanks  to 
your  excellency  for  your  handfome 
prefents  of  fruits,  vegetables,  and 
game  ;  you  will  excufe  me,  how- 
ever, I  truft,  when  I  affure  you, 
that  in  accepting  your  prefent, 
I  have  broken  through  a  rcfolu- 
tion,  which  I  have  faithfully  kept 
fince  the  beginning  of  the  war; 
and  that  was,  never  to  receive,  or 
procure  by  any  means  whatever, 
any  provifions  or  other  commodity 
for  my  own  private  ufc ;  fo  that, 
without  any  preference,  every  thing 
is  fold  publicly  here,  and  the  pri- 
vate foldier,  if  he  has  money,  can 
become  a  purchafer,  as  foon  as 
the  governor.  I  confefs  J  make 
it  a  point  of  honour  to  partake 
botli  of  plenty  and  fcarcity,  in 
common  with  the  lowcfl:  of  my 
J)rave    fellow    iuldicrs ;    tliis    fur- 


nilhes  me  with  an  excufe  for  the 
liberty  I  now  take,  of  entreating 
your  excellency  not  to  heap  any 
more  favours  on  me  of  this  kind, 
as  in  future  I  cannot  convert  your 
prefents  to  my  own  private  ufe. 
L.deed,  to  be  plain  with  your  ex- 
cellency, though  vegetables  at  this 
feafon  are  fcarce  vvith  us,  every 
one  of  us  has  got  a  quantity  pro- 
portioned to  the  labour  he  has  be- 
ftowed  in  raifmg  them:  the  £ng- 
lilh  are  naturally  fond  of  garden- 
ing and  cultivation ;  and  here  we 
find  our  amufement  in  it,  during 
the  intervals  of  reft  from  public 
duty. 

"  The  promife  wliich  the  Duke 
de  Crilion  makes  to  honour  me, 
in  proper  time  and  place,  with  his 
friendlhip,  lays  me  under  infinite 
obligations :  the  interells  of  our 
fovereigns  being  once  folidly 
fettled,  I  ihall  with  eagernefs 
embrace  the  firlt  opportunity  to 
avail  myfelf  of  fo  precious  a 
treafure. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
His  Excellein-y  the  Duke  de 
Crilion,  tffc. 


Copy  of  a  Note  from  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Ge:rge  Gordon  to  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Earl  of  Shelburne. 

LORD  George  Gordon  prefents 
his  compliments  to  the  Earl 
of  Shelburne,  and  begs  his  lord- 
fhip  to  do  him  the  favour  to 
inform  him  whether  his  majcfty's 
jTTcfent  cabinet  approve  of  the  de- 
claration made  in  the  letter,  faid 
to  be  written  by  Sir  Guy  Carleton 
and  Admiral  Digby  to  General 
WaHiington  :  "  That  his  majolly, 
in  order  to  remove  all  obHacles  to 
that    neacc   which  be   {o   ardently 
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wlfht-'s  to  reitore,  has  commanded 
his  minirters  to  dlrcft  Mr.  Gren- 
ville,  that  the  independency  of  the 
Thirteen  provinces  Ihould  be  pro- 
pofed  by  him,  in  the  firft  inlbnce, 
inftead  of  making  it  a  condition  of 
a  general  treaty  ? 

"Lord  George  would  not  have 
afked  this  quelHon  to  facisfy  any 
priv;;te  curiofity ;  but  he  tliinks 
it  his  duty  to  the  king  to  acquaint 
Lord  Shelburne,  as  prime  miniller, 
that  great  bodies  of  the  people  in 
the  united  kingdom  of  Scotland, 
are  daily  prefiivig  Lord  George,  in 
the  .ftrongeft  terms,  and  in  the  moll 
aiieclionaie  expreffions,  to  write  his 
i'eniiments  to  them  on  the  prefent 
ilate  of  public  affairs  in  the  united 
kingdoms-;  and  Lord  George  finds, 
among  other  ferious  matters,  that 
the  late  letter,  faid  to  be  written  by 
his  majelly's  commiflioners  at  New 
York,  not  being  publicly  authenti- 
cated in  the  London  Gazette, 
alarms  the  fufpicions  of  thofe  who 
ardently  \vi!h  for  peace  with  their 
brethren,  that  that  letter  is  a  for- 
gery, and  that  peace  with  America 
is  not  intended  : — and  on  the  other 
hand,  not  being  contradicted  by  the 
king's  prefent  fervants,  it  caufes 
the  greateil  anguilli  and  difgull  to 
thofe  who  have  confcientioully  ap- 
proved and  fupported  the  American 
war. 

The  people  of  Scotland  are 
much  diilradled  and  dilturbed  with 
this  apparent  mifunderftanding  in 
the  cabinet  of  the  united  king- 
doms, thinking  the  honour  of 
the  united  kingdoms  is  trifled 
with ;  and  they  are  anxious  in  the 
highell  degree  to  receive  fome  in- 
formation  that    they    may   depend 

upon  in  fo  affedling  a  concern   as 
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the  independency  of  America  is  to 
their  own  national,  particular,  and 
immediate  intereft:  Lord  George, 
therefore,  hopes  Lord  Shelburne 
will  condefcend  to  inform  him  whe- 
ther the  propofal  of  independency, 
in  the  leicer  faid  to  be  written  by 
the  king's  commiflioners,  is,  or  is 
not,  a  meafurt;  to  be  adhered  to 
by  his  majelly's  prefent  adniinirtra- 
tion  ? 

Lord  George  has  the  honour  to 
afTure  Lord  Shelburne,  that  he 
Vv'ifnes  he  could  underftand  and  ap- 
prove of  the  meafures  of  the  king's 
counfellors,  that  he,  and  thofe  who 
aft  with  him,  might  have  an  op- 
portunity of  de'nonftrating  the  up^ 
rightnelb,  and  loyalty  of  their  pro- 
ceedings and  intentions,  and  of 
exerting  themfelves,  according  to 
their  vocations,  to  the  uttermolt  of 
their  power,  in  fupport  of  good  go- 
vernment, the  true  interelt  of  the 
people,  the  honour  and  happinefs 
of  the  king's  rnajefty  and  his  pol- 
tcrity,  and  the  true  public  liberty, 
fafety,  and  peace  of  the  three 
kingdoms  of  Scotland,  England, 
and  Ireland. 

If'dbe.k-Jhcct,  Ca.  16,  1782. 


Ldtcr  from  the  Rc-v.  Mr.  IJ'yuill  to 
Lord  Shelburne^  incloftng  the  fecond 
Addrejs  to  the  Electors  of  Great 
Britain  *,  agreed  to  by  the  Cofn- 
mittee.  of  Afjociation  for  the  County 
of  York,  Oci.  17,  1782,  luith  his 
Lord/hip's  Anfcjer  thereto. 

My  Lord,         2'"m-,!-,  oa.  1 7,  1 782. 

TAKE  the  liberty  to  inclofe 
for  your  lordihip's  perufal,  a 
manufcript  copy  of  the  fecond  ad- 
drefs  to  the  eledlors  of  Great  Bri- 


*  For  tiie  cx>py  of  tliis  AJJrefs,  fee  the  State  Papers, 
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tain,  agreed  to  by  the  committee  of 
afibciatioa  for  the  county  of  York, 
at  a  moll  numerous  and  refpetSlable 
meeting  held  here  this  day.  It 
contains  their  juft  acknowlc-dgTBcnts 
-f)f  your  lordfhip's  dilHnguifhed  ex- 
ertions in  the  general  caufe  of  par- 
liamentary reformation ;  and  ex- 
prefles  their  grateful  fenfe  of  your 
generous  endeavours  to  accomp'ilh 
a  coalition  on  the  principles  adopted 
by  this  afTociation,  and  other  re- 
fpeftable  bodies  in  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom. 

Theie,  I  beg  leave  to  aflure  you, 
are  the  genuine  fentiments  of  this 
committee;  and  not  more  warmly 
felt  by  any  one  member  of  it  than 
by.  My  Lord,  &c. 
Earl  of  ShcWurue.  C.  Wy  v  i  L  L . 

SIR,  Bs'xo'hI  ?ark,  24  Ocl.  i  732. 

IWA  S  yefterday  honoured  with 
your  letter  of  the  17th  inltant  : 
—The  repeated  approbation  of  the 
committee  of  the  county  of  York, 
gives  me  perfonally  the  greatelt  fa- 
lisfadion :  I  am  happy  to  find 
flearly   the  fame    opinions,   which 


I  expreflcd  to  this  county  laft  year, 
more  ably,  as  well  as  more  fully, 
inculcated  in  the  addrefs  you  do  me 
the  honour  to  inclofe  to  me.  Their 
perfeverance  mull  command  ge- 
neral refped,  and  will,  I  trull,  fi- 
nally conquer  every  difficulty  in  fo 
found  a  caufe.  As  to  myfelf,  I  am 
ftill  ready  to  enter  into  the  flridlelt 
and  mofl  unequivocal  union  with 
any  public  man,  or  public  body 
of  men,  who  may  be  deemed,  in 
point  of  national  weight  and  opi- 
nion, compotent  to  the  effefting 
thofc  important  ends. 

Words  cannot  exprefs  how  much 
I  am  alarmed  at  the  public  fitu- 
ation  at  home  and  abroad  ;  or  my 
apprehenfions  for  what  may  be  the 
rclult. 

The  dilinterefted  zeal,  as  well 
as  temperate  conduft,  which  you 
have  fhewn  in  the  public  fervice, 
has  impreffed  me  with  a  rei'pedt 
with  which  I  mult  always  remain^ 
yours,  &c. 

Shelburne. 
The  Re^.  Mr.  Wynjill, 
Chairman,  i^c. 


The 
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The  following  authentic  Extrafts  from  the  Corn-Regifter,  are  taken 
from  Accounts  collected  from  the  Cuftom-Houfe  Books,  and  delivered 
to  Mr.  John  James  Caiherwood,  by  Authority  of  Parliament. 

An  Account  of  the   ^antities   of  all  Corn  and  Grain  exported  from,    and 
'  imported  into,  England  ««</ Scotland,   -vith  the  Bounties  and  Dra^wbacks 
paid,  and   the  Duties  recei-ved  thereon,  for  one  Tear  ended  the    '^th  of 
January  1783. 

E     X     P     O     R 
British 
Quarters. 

6.497 


I7»2. 
ENGLAND. 

Wheat     -      -      -  - 
Wheat  Meal  and  Flour 

Rye     -     -     -     -  - 

Barley     -     -      -  - 

Malt      -      -     -  - 

Oats      -      -      -  - 

Oatmeal      _       -  - 

Beans     -     -      -  - 

Peafe     -     -      -  - 

SCOTLAND. 

Wheat      ...  - 
Wheat  Flour 
«  Barley  and  Bear 

Barley  Meal      -  - 

Malt      -      -      -  - 

Oats      -      -      -  - 

Oatmeal     -      -  - 
Peafe  and  Beans 


;23'495 

3^994 

28,351 

79.324 
10,555 

2,113 
i9»493 

5^133 

11,235 

12^935 

2ii 

7,062 

1,089 

2,501 

416 


TED 
Foreign 
Quarters. 
1,040" 
2.332 
9 
45 
Nil 


Bounties  and 
Drawbacks  paid. 


7,018 
40 
226 
860  J 


L- 


42,281  3  ii|Bo. 
55  7  1  Dr. 


5.633     3     5lBo. 


IMPORTED. 


1782. 

ENGLAND. 

Wheat      -     -     -  - 
Wheat  Flour     - 

Barley      _     -     -  - 

Oats     -      -      -  - 

Beans     .     -      -  - 

Peafe      .      -      -  - 

SCOTLAND. 

Wheat      -      -     -  - 
Wheat  Flour     - 

Barley     _     -      -  - 

Oats     -      -       -  - 

Oatmeal     -      -  - 

Peafe        .      -     -  - 


Duties 
received. 

2,270       2       7 


79  14 


The 
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The  following  is  an  account  of  the  average  prices  of  corn  in  England 
and  Wales,  by  the  ftandard  Winchefter  bufhel,  for  the  year  1782. 


Wheat. 

Rye. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Beans. 

s.         d. 

s.         d. 

s.          d. 

..       d. 

s,          d. 

5    n| 

3      7l 

2      9^ 

I     \o\ 

3      3 

N.  B.     The  prices  of  the  fineft  and  coarfeft  forts  of  grain  generally  ex- 
ceed and  reduce  the  average  price  as  follows,  viz. 

Wheat.      Rye.      Barley.      Oats.      Beans. 
Per  bufhel,      6d.         3d.         3d.  3d.        6d. 


PRICES 
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SUPPLIES 
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SUPPLIES    granted  by  Parliament,   for 
the  Year  1782. 


NAVY. 
100,000  men,  including  21,305  marines 

Ordinary  of  the  navy  • 

Buildino-s,  rebuildings,  and  repairs  of  fhips 
For  the  debt  of  the  navy         ■ 


ORDNANCE. 

Ordnance,  fea  fervice  

Do      —     land  k-rvice 


Do      —     extraordinary  expence  in  178 1  

For  compenfation  to  proprietors  of  lands  near  Ply- 
mouth — r— —  — — 


FORCES. 

49,455  men,  Including  4,175   invalids,  guards,  and 

garrifons  • — — 

Plantations,  Minorca,  and  Gibraltar,  &c.  

Pav  of  general  and  llaif  othccrs 


Charge   of  embodied  militia,  with  4  regiments  of 

fencibles,  for  1782  ■'  

Cloathing  for  the  embodied  militia,  in  1782  — 

An  additional  company,  and  additionals  to  the  mi- 
litia, including  cloathing,  1781 


Addnionals  to  3   regiments  of  foot,  and  for  Major 

General  Stuart  Douglas          .  ■     ■ 

Reduced  ofticers  of  land  forces  and  marines  — 
Horle  guards  reduced 


1  regiment  light  dragoons,  and  2  regiments  of  foot, 
from  24  Sept.  to  24  December,  1781  ■ 

Out-penfioners  of  Chclfea  Hofpital  

1    regiment  light  dragoons,  7  battalions  and  a  de- 
tachment of  foot,  in  Eail  Indies,  1782  

Pay  and  fubfidy  for  13,472  Hefllans  __—.—— 

Deficiency  in  vote  for  Hcfiians,  from  6  April  to  24 

December,  1781  .    » 


£ 

4,940,000 
409,766 

953oi9 
1,500,000 

J. 
0 

12 
0 
0 

0 

9 

0 

0 

7,803,285 

12 

9 

260,000 
696,001 
899,723 

0 

13 
15 

0 

5 
7 

16,364 

10 

5 

1,872,089 

19 

5 

1,242,835 

i,3i5'523 

43.^40 

2 
6 

3 

10 
0 

677,497 
100,594 

15 

»7 

10 
I 

542 

H 

1 

1.675 

77'595 
574 

10 

19 
18 

4 
2 

4 

21.329 
92,881 

i3 

8 
I 

36,280 
367,203 

10 

9 

8 

15,499 

17 

5 
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Pay  and  fubfidy  for  4,300  men  of  the  troops  of  Brunf- 

wick           ' ' 93>947  '5     8 

2,094  men  of  the  troops  of  Hanau                       61,108   11     o| 

Charge  of  5  Hanoverian  battalions                 '    • "      "  56,07419     4^ 

For  the  troops  of  the  Prince  of  Waldeck             175498     3     2^ 

Charge  of  933  men  of  the  troops  of  Anhak  Zerblt, 

including  artillery              23,818   11    iii 

Deficiency  in  votes  for  troops  of  Anhak  Zerbft,  from 

18th  April  to  24th  December,  1781 4^94^   '9     o 

Charge  of  1,559   men  of  Anfpach,  including  artil- 
lery, with  fubfidy 43»665    12     3 

Deficiency   in   fums  voted   for  troops  of  Anfpach, 

from  2d  March  to  24th  December,  1781         3,282   12     5 

Charge  of  provifions  for  foreign  troops   in   North 

America         ■               SSA^9     °     ^ 

Charge  of  artillery  for  ditto             27,683   14 

£'         '-    ^' 

Extraordinary  expences  cf  the  forces  —       3,456,399     6     oi 
Deduft 

Savings  by  the  refpiteJ  pay         £.  s.     d. 
of     fundry     legiments, 

for       -         -  1776       9.3-3  6     8 

Ditto  of  ditto       -      1777     28.346  5     o 

Ditto  of  ditto       -      1778     17,448  o     o 

Ditto  of  ditto       -      1779     37,3&o  o     o 

Ditto  'oi  the  grant  for 
80  independent  compa- 
nies        -         -     17S1     63,928  z 


O 


156,34s   14     3 


3,280,053   II    io| 

7,661,421     13      ^l 


EXCHEQUER  BILLS. 

Tp  pay  off  exchequer  bills  on  next  aids  1,900,000  o  o 

l^xxo       — —         — —      on  next  aids  1,500,000  o  o 

Y)\x\.o      •         • ■      on  vote  of  credit  — •  i,ooc,ooo  o  o 


D  E  F  I  C  I  E  N  C  r  E  ,S. 

To  make  good  deficiency  of  land  tax         — 
j)ij;to       — —         —         of  malt  duty  — 

j)\^\Q       ■  —         of  coinage  duty 

j}\xxo —         of  annuity  fund,  1758 


j)ij;to  — —  —  of  annuity  fund,  1778 

Ditto  -  —  cf  annuity  fund,  1779   — 

pitto       —  of  annuity  fund,  1780    — 

Ditto      —  of  ways  and  means,  1 78 1 


4,400,000 

0 

0 

256,964 

163,035 
8,113 

8 
1 1 
16 

7l 

35'H9 

183,380 
102,806 

8 

3 
9 

ok 

8 

0 

153.193 
19,667 

8 
5 

II 
Hi 

922,310 

12 

6£ 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

Levant  company              _— r—                 5,000  o  o 

For  roads  and  bridges  in  Scotland           —             —  5'^3°  ^  ^ 

Towards  carrying  on  the  buildings  at  Somerfet-hoLfe  25,000  o  o 

Towards  rebuilding  Newgate                 •          -  lo,oco  o  o 

For  the  Briti'h  Mufeum         '  3,000  o  o 

For  the  7\merican  fafFerers  (to  T 

■■  be  replaced  to  civil  lill)      —     73'704     80/ 

Money  paid  on  addreiTes         —       8,908     9     i+/>  97>33^  ^  ^i 
Ditto  to  Duncan  Campbell  for                                1 

expence  of  convifls,  ditto   —     ^^'7'^9     4     °   3 

Civil  ellabliflimem  of  Nova  Scotia         •—  5>02i  10  5 

Ditto         of  Eaft  Florida               ■  3>950  o  o 

Ditto         of  Well   Florida,   for    the    year 

ended  24th  June,  1779             •  2,700  o  o 

Ditto         ■               of  Georgia           —                   — ■  2,536  o  a 

Ditto         ■               of  St.  John  in  America         ■  3,000  o  3 

For  the  cornmiffioners  of  public  accounts            •  19,000  o  o 

For  the  fupport  of  the  Britifh  forts  and  fcttlements 

on  the  coafl:  of  Africa                     ■                          '■  15,000  c  o 

To  pay  the  prizes  in  the  lottery                  n.  405,000  o  o 


602,369  1 3 


Total  of  the  fupplies  ■  — 23,261,477   11 

Vote  of  credit        •  — —     i,ooo,occ     o 


24,261,477   II     I 


WAYS   and   MEANS. 


Malt  duty 
Land-tax 

Loan         

Lottery 

Exchequer  bills 
Ditto  — 


Cafh  in  the  hands  of  the  deputy  treafurer  of  the 

I  s.  per  lb.  for  Chelfca  Hofpital  

Difpofible  money  in  the  Exchequer  • 

Siriking  fund,  part  of  255,4.76/.   11.  ic|^,         £.  s.     d. 

furplus  on  lotli  Odober,  1781           —     ioo,coo  o     o 
Ditto,  remains  of  ditto,       j^.         j.     a. 

ditto  55,476     I    icn 

Ditto,  furplus  on  5th                                 >  670,760  ii     2 

April,  1782       —       615,284     943 

Ditto,  future  produce        — -           —  — 


} 


£' 

Sm 

d. 

750,000 

0 

0 

2,000,000 

0 

0 

13,500,000 

0 

0 

405,000 

0 

0 

I,;;  00 ,000 

0 

0 

1,900,000 

0 

0 

23.645 

2 

7 

10,251 

18 

II 

870,760 

II 

H 

2,284,715 

10 

8 

23-44.373     3     4t 


Vote  of  credit  ■  ■  i,ooc,ooo     o 


o 


"Total  of  Ways  and  Means  .—  2^,244,3-'3     3     4"^ 

Vot.XXV.  [7]  Totiil 
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Total  of  I  ^"^P^'"  ■ 24,261,47711      li 

I  V^^ys  andmeans         24,244.,373     3     4^ 


Deficiency  of  ways  and  means  —  17,104     7 


The  loan  for  the  year  1782,  is  ■  j^.  13,400,000     o     o 

The  intereil  of  which,  at  5 /.   lys.  6^.  per  cent,  is  793>i25     o     o 


Taxes  for  the  Tear  lySz. 

An  additional  duty  oi  one  jhilUng  a  barrel  on  all  fmall  £.         s.     d. 

beer,  above  ttn  Jhihings  per  barrel,  and  withnold- 

ing  the  bd.  drawback  en  malt 

Ditto  of  4^'.  per  pound  on  tobacco  — — 

Ditto  of  one  farthinp  j  er  pound  on  fait  « — 

Ditto  on  medicir.al  ditto,  2/.  the  cwt.  ■■ 

Spanifh  and  Flemii'h  brandies  to  pay  fame  duties  as 

French         ■■  ■ 

Additional   tax  of   5   per   cent,  on   all  excife   and 

cuftoms  ■  ■  ■■  - 

Ne^  Ta  X  2  s. 


On  every  100/.  infured  \s.  6d.  ■  •         • 

A  ftamp  duty  of  '}d.  on  every  inland  bill  of  ex- 
change under  50/.  and  6^  on  ditto  above  50/. 

One  farthing  per  ton  per  mile  on  all  freight,  by  /w- 
land nxiater  carriage  ■  ■'  1 

On  coafting,  ditto,  ■^d.  per  ton  on  all  freight  (ex- 
cepting coals)  ■  ■ 


Total  of  taxes 
Intereft  of  the  loan 


42,000 

0 

0 

14I--333 

6ojOoo 

0 
0 

0 
0 

5,000 

0 

0 

5,000 

0 

0 

235,000 

0 

0 

100,000 

0 

0 

50,000 

0 

0 

163,410 

0 

0 

1 2,000 

0 

0 

8i3'743 

0 

0 

793,125 

0 

0 

Excefs  of  Taxes         ~-t  — —  — — •         20,618    o    o 


STATE 
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STATE       PAPERS 


His  Majefly^s  mojj  gracious  Speech  to 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  on  the 
21  th  of  November,  1 78 1. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

WHEN  laft  I  met  you  in  par- 
liament, I  acquainted  you 
with  the  arduous  fituation  of  pub- 
lic aftairs  at  that  time,  and  I  re- 
prefented  to  you  the  objefts  which 
I  had  in  view,  and  the  refolution 
with  which  I  was  determined  to 
perfevere  in  the  defence  of  my 
dominions  againft  the  combined 
power  of  my  enemies,  until  fuch 
a  pacification  could  be  made  as 
might  confill  with  the  honour  of 
my  crown,  and  the  permanent  in- 
tereil  and  fecurity  of  my  people. 
The  war  is  flill  unhappily  pro- 
longed by  that  relllcfs  ambition 
which  firll  excited  our  enemies  to 
commence  it,  and  which  Hill  con- 
tinues to  difappoint  my  earneft 
deiire  and  diligent  exertion  to  re- 
ftore  the  public  tranquillity;  but 
I  fhould  not  anfwer  the  truft  com- 
mitted to  the  fovereign  of  a  free 
people,  nor  make  a  faiiable  re- 
turn to  my  fubjeds  for  their  con- 
ftant,  zealous,  and  affcdionate  at- 
tachment to  my  perfon,  family, 
and  government,  if  I  confented  to 
facrifice,  either  to  my  own  defire 
of  peace,  or  to  their  temporary 
cafe     and     relief,     thofe     elfeniial 


Hghts  and  permanent  interefts,  upon 
the  maintenance  and  prefervation  of 
which,  the  future  ftrength  and  fe- 
curity of  this  country  muft  ever 
principally  depend. 

The  favourable  appearance  of 
our  affairs  in  the  Ball  Indies,  and 
the  fafe  and  profpcrous  arrival  erf 
the  numerous  commercial  fleets  of 
my  kingdoms,  muft  have  given 
you  fatisfadtion ;  but  in  the  courfe 
of  this  year,  my  affiduous  endea- 
vours to  guard  the  extenfive  do- 
minions of  my  crown  have  not 
been  attended  with  fuccefs  equal 
to  the  juftice  and  uprightnefs  of 
my  views ;  and  it  is  with  great 
concern  that  I  inform  you,  that 
the  events  of  war  have  been  very 
unfortunate  to  my  arms  in  Virginia, 
having  ended  in  the  lofs  of  my 
forces  in  that  province. 

No  endeavours  have  been  want- 
ing on  my  part  to  extinguifh  that 
fpiric  of  rebellion  which  our  ene- 
mies have  found  means  to  foment 
and  maintain  in  the  colonies,  and 
to  reftore  to  my  deluded  fubjed^s 
in  America  that  happy  and  prof- 
pcrous condition  which  they  for- 
merly derived  from  a  due  obedi- 
ence to  the  laws;  but  the  late 
misfortune  in  that  quarter  calls 
loudly  for  your  firm  concurrence 
and  alfiftance,  to  fruftrate  the  dc- 
figns  of  our  enemies,  equally  prc- 
[5"']  z  judicial 
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judicial  to  the  real  interefts  of 
America,  and  to  thofe  of  Great 
Britain. 

In  the  laft  feffion  you  made  a 
confiderable  progrefs  in  your  en- 
quiries into  the  Hate  and  condi- 
tion of  our  dominions  and  reve- 
Tnues  in  the  Eaft  Indie?.  —  You 
will,  I  am  perfuadcd,  refume  the 
profecution  of  that  important  de- 
liberation with  the  fame  fpirit  and 
temper  in  which  it  was  begun,  and 
proceed  with  the  fame  attention 
and  anxiety  to  confider  how  thofe 
remote  provinces  may  be  held  and 
governed  with  the  greateil  fecu- 
rity  and  advantage  to  this  country, 
and  by  what  means  the  happinefs 
of  the  native  inhabitants  may  be 
beft  promoted. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

I  will  order  the  eftimates  for  the 
cnfuing  year  to  be  laid  before  you. 
I  rely  on  your  wifdom  and  public 
fpirit  for  fuch  fupplies  as  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  our  affairs  fhall  be 
found  to  require.  Among  the 
many  ill  confequences  which  at- 
tend the  continuation  of  the  pre- 
fent  war,  I  mod  fmcerely  regret 
the  Additional  burthens  which  it 
muft  unavoidably  bring  upon  my 
■faithful  fubjeds. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
In  the  profecution  of  this  great 
and  important  ccnteft  in  whicli  we 
are  engaged,  I  retain  a  firm  confi- 
dence in  the  proteftron  of  Divine 
Providence,  and  a  perfeft  convic- 
tion of  the  jullice  of  my  caufe ; 
and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that,  by 
the  concurrence  and  fupport  of  my 
parliament,  by  the  va'our  of  niy 
fleets  and  armies,  and  by  a  vigo- 
rous,  animated,  and  united  exer- 


tion of  the  faculties  and  refources 
of  my  people,  I  Ihall  be  enabled  to 
reftore  the  blefling  of  a  fafe  and 
honourable  peace  to  all  my  domi- 
nions. 


T7m  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Lords  Spiritual 
and  Te?nporal  in  Parliament  af- 
fembled. 

Die  Martis,  27  No'vembris,  178 1. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,  your  majefty's  moft  du- 
tiful and  loyal  fubjedts,  the 
lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  in  par- 
liament aHembled,  beg  leave  to  re- 
turn your  majefty  our  humble  thanks 
for  your  moll  gracious  fpeech  from 
the  throne. 

It  is  with  equal  concern  and  in- 
dignation that  we  fee  the  war  pro- 
longed by  that  reftlefs  ambition 
which  firfl  excited  your  majefty's 
enemies  to  commence  it,  and  which 
ftill  continues  to  difappoint  your 
majefty's  earneft  delire  and  dili- 
gent exertion  to  reftore  the  public 
tranquillity. 

We  acknowledge,  with  the  fin- 
cereft  and  warmeft  gratitude,  your 
majefty's  wifdom  and  conftant  at- 
tention to  the  real  welfare  of  your 
people,  equally  confpicuous  in 
your  earneft  defire  of  peace,  and 
in  your  fixed  and  unalterable  refo- 
lution,  never  to  facrifice,  either  to 
that  defire,  or  to  the  temporary 
eafe  and  relief  of  your  fubjefts, 
thofe  eflential  rights  and  perma- 
nent interefts,  upon  the  mainte- 
nance and  prefervation  of  which 
the  future  ftrength  and  fecurity 
of  this  country  muft  ever  princi- 
pally depend. 

We  feel  great  fatisfaflion  in  the 
favourable  appearance  of  our  af- 
fairs 
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fiirs  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  in  the 
fafe  and  profperous  arrival  of  the 
numerous  commercial  fleets  of 
thefe  kingdoms ;  but  we  regret 
that  in  the  courfe  of  this  year  your 
majefty's  afliduous  endeavours  to 
guard  the  extenfive  dominions  of 
your  crown  have  not  been  at- 
tended with  fuccefs  equal  to  the 
juftice  and  uprightnefs  of  your 
majefty's  views ;  and  we  lament 
that  the  events  of  war  have  been 
fo  unfortunate  to  your  majefty's 
arms  in  Virginia. 

We  are  gratefully  fenfible  of  the 
parental  folicitude  your  majefty 
has  (hewn  for  the  general  happi- 
nefs  of  your  people,  in  the  endea- 
vours your  majefty  has  ufed  to 
extinguifti  that  fpirit  of  rebellion 
which  our  enemies  have  found 
means  to  foment  and  maintain  in 
the  colonies,  and  to  reftore  to 
your  deluded  fubjefts  in  America, 
that  happy  and  profperous  condi- 
tion which  they  formerly  derived 
from  a  due  obedience  to  the  laws ; 
and  we  beg  leave  to  aft'ure  your 
majefty  of  our  firm  concurrence 
and  aififtance  to  fruftrate  the  de- 
iigns  of  our  enemies,  equally  pre- 
judicial to  the  real  interefts  of 
America,  and  to  thofe  of  Great 
Britain. 

We  will,  without  lofs  of  time, 
refume  the  deliberation  upon  the 
ftate  and  condition  of  the  Britifh 
poffeflions  and  revenues  in  the  Eaft 
Indies,  will  carry  it  on  with  the 
fame  fpirit  and  temper  in  which  it 
was  begun,  and  proceed  with  the 
fame  attention  and  anxiety  to  con- 
fider  how  thefe  remote  provinces 
may  be  held  and  governed  with 
the  greateft  fecurity  and  advantage 
to  this  country,  and  by  what 
means  the  happinefs  of  the  native 
inhabitants  may  be  bell  promoted. 


Firmly  rcfolved  to  decline  no 
difficulty  or  hazard  in  the  defence 
of  our  country,  and  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  its  efiential  rights  and 
interefts,  we  Ihall  continue  to  give 
our  mort  hearty  concurrence  and 
fupport  in  the  profecution  of  the 
great  and  important  conteft  in 
which  we  are  engaged. 

We  rely  upon  the  protcftion  of 
Divine  Providence  in  fo  juft  9. 
caufe,  and  fully  truft  that,  by  the 
concurrence  and  fupport  which 
we  ftiall  moft  cheerfully  give,  by 
the  valour  of  our  fleets  and  armifs, 
and  by  the  vigorous,  animated, 
and  united  exertions  of  the  facul- 
ties and  refources  of  your  people, 
your  majefty  will  be  enabled  to 
difappoint  the  ambitious  defigns 
of  your  enemies,  and  to  reltore 
the  blefiing  of  a  fafe  and  honour- 
able peace  to  all  your  dominions. 

His  Majefty's  mojl  gracious  AnfiK-er. 

My  Lords, 
I  thank  you  for  this  very  du- 
tiful and  afi^edlionate  addrcfs. — 
The  afliurances  of  your  cheerful 
concurrence  and  fupport  in  the 
profecution  of  the  great  and  im- 
portant conteft  in  which  we  are 
engaged,  give  me  the  higheft  fa- 
tisfadlicn,  and  muft  have  the  moft 
falutary  efFeds.  It  ftiall  be  my 
conftant  endeavour  to  make  the 
beft  ufe  of  this  fupport  for  the  at- 
tainment of  the  (ole  end  which  I 
have  ever  in  view,  a  fafe  and  ho- 
nourable peace. 


The  humble  Addrcfs  of  the  Houf  of 
Commons  to  the  King. 
Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,  your  majefty's  moft  du- 
tiful and  loyal  fubjedls,  tlie 
[T]  3  com- 
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commons  of  Great  Britain  in  par- 
liament affcmbled,  return  your 
majelly  the  thanks  of  this  houfe, 
for  your  molt  gracious  fpeech  from 
the  throne. 

We  allure  your  majefty,  that  we 
fee  with  coacern  that  the  war  is 
Itill  unhappily  prolonged  by  that 
relllefs  ambition  which  firft  excited 
our  enemies  to  commence  ir,  and 
which  ilill  continues  to  d^r^tpr.oint 
your  majefty's  earneft  defire  and 
diligent  exertion  to  reftore  the 
public  tranquillity. 

We  are  iennbly  affedled  by  your 
majelty's  paternal  expreflions  of 
concern  for  the  real  welfare  of 
your  fubjedts ;  and  we  receive  with 
the  llrongeft  emotions  uf  duty  and 
gratitude,  your  majefty's  gracious 
and  endearing  declaration,  that 
you  fhoukl  not  anfwer  the  trull 
committed  to  the  fcvereign  of  a 
free  people,  nor  make  a  fuitable 
'  return  to  your  fubjefts  for  their 
conftant,  zealous,  and  afiedionate 
attachment  to  your  perfon,  fa- 
mily, and  government,  if  you 
confented  to  faciince,  either  to 
your  own  defire  of  peace,  or  to 
their  temporary  eafe  and  relief, 
thofe  efii-nual  rights  and  perma- 
nent interefts,  upon  the  mainte- 
nance and  prefervation  of  which 
the  future  llrength  and  fecurity 
of  this  country  muil  ever  princi- 
pally depend. 

We  declare  on  our  part,  that 
v,e  know  no  means  of  making  to 
your  majefty  any  return  fo  fuitable 
and  fo  juft,  and  ot  anfwering  the 
great  truft  committed  to  us  by 
thofe  whom  we  reprefent,  as  by 
giving  your  majefty  this  firm  af- 
furance,  that  we  are  relolved  to 
affift  and  fupport  your  majefty  to 
the  utraoft  of  our  power,  in  main- 
taining and  preferring  the  eiieniial 


rights  and   permanent  interefts  of 
your  crown  and  people. 

The  favourable  appearance  of 
aft'airs  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  the 
fafe  and  prolperouj  arrival  of  the 
numerous  commercial  fleets  of  your 
kingdom,  have  given  us  great  fa- 
tisfatTion  :  but  we  fmcerely  regret 
that  your  majefty's  afliduous  en- 
deavours to  guard  your  extenfive 
dominions  have  not  in  all  places 
been  attended  with  fuccefs ;  and 
we  learn  with  the  deepeft  concern, 
that  the  events  of  war  have  been 
very  unfortunate  to  your  majefty's 
arms  in  Virginia,  and  have  ended 
in  the  lofs  of  your  forces  in  that 
province. 

V/e  are  fully  perfuaded,  that 
the  principal  view  of  the  confede- 
racy of  our  enemies  was  t;)  foment 
and  maintain  the  rebellion  in 
North  America;  and  under  the 
fpccious  delufion  of  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  an  independent  empire,  to 
render  your  majefty's  colonies  fub- 
fervient  to  the  power  and  influence 
of  the  crown  of  France  :  but  your 
majefty  may  rely  on  our  fteady  af- 
fiftance  to  fecond  your  majefty's 
endeavours  to  defeat  the  dangerous 
dcfigns  of  our  enemies,  equally 
prejudicial  to  the  real  in.tereits  of 
America,  and  to  thofe  of  Great 
Britain. 

We  will  not  fail  to  ref:me  the 
great  and  momentous  coniidera- 
tion  of  the  ftate  and  condition  of 
the  dominions  and  revenues  which 
this  country  pciieffes  in  the  Eaft 
Indies ;  and,  we  truft  that,  in  our 
deliberation  en  thefe  important 
matters,  we  ihall  proceed  with  the 
fame  fpirit  and  temper  in  which 
they  were  begun,  and  with  the 
fame  care  and  anxiety  to  confider 
how  thofe  remote  provinces  may 
be  held,  and  governed  with  the 
greateft 
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greatefl  fecurlty  and  advantage  to 
this  nation,  ind  by  what  means 
the  happinei;  of  the  native  inha- 
bitants ma)  be  bell  promoted. 

In  thia  arduous  conjuncture,  we 
confider  it  as  our  firfl  duty  to  our 
country,  to  grant  your  majely 
fuch  fupplies  as  the  circumll^nct  > 
of  affairs  (hould  be  found  to  require. 
We  cannot  but  feel  that  th"  war 
is  burtbenfome  and  expenfive  ;  but 
we  are  convinced,  at  t;ie  fame 
time,  that  it  is  juft  and  neccfTaryj 
and  nothing  on  our  part  (hall  be 
wanting,  to  give  efficacy  and  fuc- 
cefs  to  the  valour  of  your  majefly's 
fleets  and  armies ;  and  we  Ihall 
have  a  firm  confidence,  that  by  a 
vigorous,  animated,  and  united 
exertion  of  the  refources  and  fa- 
culties of  the  nation,  and  of  the 
fpirit  of  a  free  people,  your  ma- 
jefty  will  be  enabled,  under  the 
proteftion  of  Divine  Providence, 
to  reltore  the  blefTmg  of  a  fafe 
and  honourable  peace  to  all  your 
dominions. 

His  Majelly\  moji  gracious  Anf^joer, 
Gentlemen, 

I  return  you  my  moft  cordial 
thanks  for  this  very  loyal,  dutiful, 
and  afFedlionate  addrefs. 

It  breathes  the  fpirit  and  firm- 
nefs  of  a  brave  and  free  people. 
Nothing  could  afford  me  fo  much 
fatisfadion,  or  tend  lb  eflei^tnally 
to  the  public  fafety  and  welfare 
in  this  critical  fituation. 


LORDS  PROTESTS. 

*[he  folloiving  is  entered  againji  the 
Proceedings  iii  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
on  Tuejday,  No'v.  zjth. 

IT  was    propofed    to   leave  out, 
after    the  fecond  paragraph  of 


the  motion  for  the  addrefs,  the 
remaining  part  of  the  motion,  and 
to  infert,  "  And  we  will,  without 
delay,  apply  ourfelves  with  united 
hearts  to  prcpofe  and  digefl  fuch 
counfels,  to  be  laid  at  his  roya! 
fee'-,  as  may  excite  the  efforts, 
point  the  arms,  and  command  the 
confidence  of  all  his  fubjefts." 

After  long  debate,  the  queftion 
was  put  thereupon. 

]t  was  relolved  in  the  negative. 
Contents         — —  31 

Non  Contents     —       657, 
Proxies         -^—  10]'''^ 

Then  the  queftion  was  put,  that 
the  motion  at  firft  propcfjd  do 
ftand  part  of  the  queflion. 

It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Dissentient, 
For  reafons  too  often  urged  in 
vain  for  thefe  lall  feven  years 
againfl  the  ruinous  profecution  of 
the  unjull  war  carrying  on  by  his 
majefty's  minifters  againft  the 
people  of  North  America,  and  too 
fatr.lly  confirmed  by  repeated  ex- 
perience, and  the  late  difgraceful 
lofs  of  a  fecond  army,  to  ftand  in 
need  of  repetition. 

Richmond. 

Fitzwilliam. 

Rockingham. 


February    1 8. 

THIS  day  the  following  mo- 
tion was  made  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  viz. 

"  That  it  is  highly  reprehen- 
"  fible  in  any  pcrfon  to  advife 
"  the  crown  to  excrcife  its  indif- 
"  putable  right  of  creating  a 
"  peer  in  favour  of  a  perion  la- 
«'  bouring  under  the  heavy  cen- 
"  fure  of  a  ccurt  martial ;  viz. 

*  This  court,  upon  due  confi- 
«  deration  of  the  whole  matter  be- 

[r]   4  •  fore 


296]       ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1782. 


*  fore  them,  is  of  opinion.  That 
'  Lord  George  Sack^jille,  is  guilty 

*  of  having  diiobsyed    the    orders 

*  of   Prince  Ferdinand   of    Bruiij- 

*  ivick,  whom  he  was  by  his  com 

'  million  and  inftruclions  diredled 
'  to  obey,  as  commander  in  chief, 

*  according  to  the  rules  of  war  : 
'  and  it  is  the  further  opinion  of 
'  this   court,    chat    the    faid    Lord 

*  George  Sacknjilk  is,  and  he  is 
'  hereby  .idjudged,  unfit  to  ferve 
'  his  majefty  in  any  military    ca- 

*  pacity  whatever. 

'  Which    fentence    his    majefty 

*  has  been   pleafed  to  confirm, 

'   And    public  orders    given  out 

*  in  confequence  thereof. 

'  It    is    his    majefty 's    pleafure, 

*  that   the  above    fentence  be  given 

*  out  in  public  orders,  that  offi- 
'  cers,  being   convinced,  that  nei- 

*  thcr  high    birth  nor   great    em- 

*  ployments    can    fhelter    offences 

*  of    fuch    a    nature ;      and,    that 

*  feeing  they  are  fubjedl  to  cen- 
'  fures  much  worfe  than  death,  to 

*  a  man  who   has  any  fenfe  of  ho- 

*  nour,    they    may  avoid  the  fatal 

*  confequences     arifing    from     the 

*  difobcdience  of  orders.' 

This    motion    being  rejefted  by 
a  majority  of  93  to  28,  the  follow- 
ing proteft  was  entered  : 
Dissentient, 

"  Becaufe  we  cannot  look  upon 
the  raifing  to  the  peerage  a  perfon 
io  circumilanced,  in  any  other 
light,  than  as  a  meafure  fatal  to 
the  interefts,  as  well  as  the  glory 
cf  the  crown,  and  to  the  dignity 
of  this  houfe,  infalting  to  the  me- 
mory of  the  late  fovereign,  and 
lik-iwife  to  every  furviving  branch 
of  the  illuftrioas  houfe  cf  Brunf- 
wick ;  repugnant  to  every  prin- 
ciple of  military  difcipline,  and 
dif'iftly  contrary  to  the  mainte- 
nance  of  that    houfe,    which  has 


for  ages  been  the  glorious  charac- 
teriftic  of  the  Britilh  nation,  and 
which,  as  far  as  can  depend  on  us, 
we  find  ourfelves  called  upon,  not 
more  by  duty  than  inclination,  to 
tranlmit  pure  and  unfuUied  to  pof- 
terity." 

Ofborne,  Derby, 

Rutlanc',  Egremont, 

Pembroke,  Devonfhire, 

Craven,  Abingdon. 

Chatham, 

Addrejs  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to 
his  Majejly,  againj}  the  further 
Frofccution  cf  the  American  War  ; 
nvith  his  Majejiy^ s  tnoji  gracious 
Anfhver. 

EsoLVED,  Wedn.  Feb.  27,  in 
the  houfe  of  Commons,  "  That 
an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to 
his  majefty,  moft  humbly  to  repre- 
fent  to  his  majefty  that  the  further 
profecution  of  ofFenfive  v/ar  on  the 
continent  of  North  America,  for 
the  purpcfe  of  reducing  the  re- 
volted colonies  to  obedience  by 
force,  will  be  the  means  of  weak- 
ening the  efforts  of  this  country 
againft  her  European  enemies, 
tends,  under  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances,  dangeroufly  to  increafe 
the  mutual  enmity  fb  fatal  to  the 
interefts  both  of  Great  Britain  and 
America,  and,  by  preventing  an 
happy  reconciliation  with  that 
country,  to  fruftrate  the  earneft 
defire  gracioufly  exprefTed  by  his 
majefty  to  reftore  the  bleflings  of 
public  tranquillity." 

Refolvcd,  "  That  the  faid  ad- 
drefs be  prefented  to  his  majefty 
by  the  whole  houfe." 

Ordered,  "  That  fuch  members 
of  this  houfe,  as  are  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  moft  honourable  privy  coun- 
cil, do  humbly  know  his  majefty*s 
pleafore  when  he  will  be  attended 
by  this  hoafe." 
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March  4.     His   MajeJIy    nvas  gra- , 
ciotijly   pleafed   to  return    the  fol- 
loiving    Anfitjcr    to     the    aho've- 
mentioned  Adarefs  of  the  Houj'e. 

**  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfc  of 
Commons, 

"  THERE  are  no  objeds  nearer 
to  my  heart  than  the  cafe,  happi- 
nefs,  and  profperity  of  my  people. 

"  You  may  be  aiTured  that,  in 
purfuance  to  your  advice,  1  fliail 
take  iuch  mealure.^  as  Ih.ill  appear 
to  me  to  be  molt  conducive  to  the 
reftoration  of  harmony  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  revolted  co- 
lonies, fo  eflential  to  the  profpe- 
rity of  both  ;  and  that  my  efforts 
fliall  be  direded  in  the  moll  effec- 
tual manner  againft  our  European 
enemies,  till  fuch  peace  can  be 
obtained  as  fliall  conlilt  with  the 
intereJls,  and  permanent  welfare 
of  my  kingdoms." 

Befides  the  addrcfs  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  the  following  were 
alfo  prefented  to  his  majelty,  at 
the  fame  time,  praying  for  a 
fpeedy  conclufion  of  the  Ame- 
rican war. 

The  addrefs,  remonflrance,  and 
petition  of  the  county  of  Middle- 
sex, prefented  by  John  Wilkes 
and  George  Byng,  Liqrs. 

Ditto  of  Surrey,  by  Admiral 
Keppel  and  Sir  Jofeph  Mawbey, 
Bart. 

Ditto  of  London,  by  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Lord  Mayor. 

Ditto  of  VVeftminfter,  by  the 
Hon.  Charles  James  Fox. 

Ditto  of  Souihwark,  by  N.  Pol- 
hill,  Efq.  and  Sir  Richard  Hc- 
tham,  Bart. 


An    Addre/s  of  Thanks  to  his  Ma- 
jejiy  by  the  Houfe  of  C?m!;ions  for 


the  foregoing  mofi  gracious  A/fJkver 
to  their  Addrejs. 

IT    was    refolved  nemine    contra- 
dicente, 

"  That  an  humble  addrefs  be 
prefented  to  his  majelty,  to  return 
his  majelly  the  thanks  of  this 
houfc  for  his  mod  gracious  anfwer 
to  their  addrcfs,  prefented  to  his 
majedy  on  Friday  laft,  and  for  the 
affurances  his  majclly  has  been 
pleafed  to  give  of  his  intention,  in 
the  purfuance  of  the  advice  of  this 
houfe,  to  take  fuch  mcafures  as 
fliall  appear  moll  conducive  to  the 
reftoration  of  harmony  betweeri 
Great  Britain  and  the  revolted' 
colonies ;  and  that  his  efforts  fliall' 
be  diredted,  in  the  moft  effeftual 
manner,  againll  our  European  ene- 
mies, until  fuch  peace  can  be  ob- 
tained, as  fliall  confiit  with  the 
permanent  welfare  and  profperity 
of  his  kingdom,  this  houfe  being 
convinced  nothing  can,  in  the 
prefent  circumftanccs  of  this  coun- 
try, io  efientially  promote  thofc 
great  objeds  of  his  majefty's  pa- 
ternal care  for  his  people,  as  the 
meafures  which  his  moil  faithful 
commons  have  moll  humbly  and 
earneltly  recommended  to  his  ma- 
jelly. 

The  fame  being  read,  was  or- 
dered to  be  delivered  to  his  ma- 
jelty by  the  privy  counfellora 
members  of  the  houfe. 


Addrefs  of  the  City  of  London  to  A-'j 
Majejiy,  i^sith  his  Mojejiy^s  m'yt 
gracious  Anj^Ajer.. 

St.   James's,  April  12. 

THIS  day  the  Right  Honoar- 
able  the  Lord  Mayor,  rhe 
Aldermen,  Sheriff.s,  apd  Common 
Council    of  tke  City  of    London, 

waited 
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waited  upon  the  King  (being  in- 
troduced by  his  Grace  the  Duke 
of  Manchc'fter,  Lord  Cliamberlain 
of  his  Majeity's  Houfehold)  with 
the  following' Addrt-fs,  which  was 
read  by  James  Adair,  Efq.  Re- 
corder. 

To  the  King's  mji  Excellent  Majefiy. 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Lord 
NLayoyy  Aldermen  and  Commons  of 
the  City  of  London,  in  Common 
Council  afftmhled 

•«  Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 
«  WE  your  majefty's  moft  du- 
tiful and  loyal  fubjedts,  the  lord 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons 
of  the  city  of  London,  in  common 
council  affembled,  beg  leave  to  ap- 
proach your  throne  with  fenti- 
ments  of  the  moil  fmcere  loyalty 
and  attachment  to  your  royal  pcr- 
fon  and  family,  and  humbly  to 
exprefs  our  warmeft  thanks  to 
your  majefty,  for  having  graci-^ 
oufly  complied  with  the  wiihes  of 
your  people,  in  making  a  change 
in  your  majefty 's  councils,  and 
taking  thofe  perfons  into  your 
majeity's  confidence,  who  are  rc- 
fpeded  by  their  country  for  their 
conftitutional  principles,  and  di- 
ftinguiftied  abilities,  and  whofe 
endeavours,  we  truft  with  the 
bleffing  of  Providence,  will  reftore 
the  dignity  of  your  majefty's 
crown,  union  among  your  people, 
and  promote  the  intereft  and  prof- 
perity  of  all  your  dominions. 
Signed  by  order  of  the  court. 

William  Rix." 

To  which  his  Majefty  was  pleafed 
to  return  the  following  moft 
gracious  anfwer. 

"  THE     afiurances    p;iven     mc 
by   the    city  of  London,    of  their 
loyilty    and     attachment     to    my 
6 


perfon  and  family,  cannot  fail  of 
giving  me  the  higheft  fatisfaftion. 
The  dignity  of  ray  crown,  the 
union  of  my  people,  and  the  in- 
terefts  and  profpenty  of  all  my  do- 
minions, muft  ever  be  the  princi- 
pal objects  of  my  care." 


Memorial  of  Prince  Gallitzin  a^.d. 
Monf  de  Marcoff,  Minijhrs  of 
the  Emprefs  of  all  the  RuJJias, 
prefented  to  the  States  General ; 
nx<ith  Mr.  Secretary  Fox's  Letter 
to  Monf.  Simolin,  RuJJtan  Mi- 
nifcr  at  the  Court  ofLondoJi. 

Hague  Gcixette  Extraordinary,  April 'I. 

PRINXE  Galiitzin,  and  Monf. 
de  Marcoff",  joint  Minifters 
of  the  Emprefs  of  all  the  Ruftias, 
have  prefented,  this  day,  to  the 
States  General,  the  following  me- 
morial. 

"  The  underwritten,  joint  mi- 
nifters of  the  Emprefs  of  all  the 
Ruflias,  in  confequence  of  the 
orders  given  them  to  accelerate 
as  much  as  in  them  lies,  the  falu- 
tary  work  of  the  mediation  en- 
trulled  to  her  Imperial  Majefty, 
think  it  their  duty  to  lofe  no  time 
to  communicate  to  your  High 
MightinefTes  a  copy  of  a  letter 
written  to  Monf.  Simolin,  their 
fovereign's  minifter  at  the  court 
of  London,  by  Mr.  Fox,  fecretary 
of  ftate  to  his  Britannic  Majefty. 
It  will  convince  your  High  Migh- 
tineftes  of  the  intentions  of  his 
Baiannic  Majefty  to  be  fmcerely 
reconciled  to  the  republic,  on  the 
conditions  by  yourfelves  eftablifti- 
ed,  in  your  refolution  of  the  14th 
lilt,  by  which  you  again  accept  of 
the  emprefs's  mediation  ;  the  pre- 
liminary conceft^on,  made  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  concerning 
the  principal  article  of  the  treaty 
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of  1674,  feems  to  level  all  the 
cbflacles  w  lich  had  hitherto  pre- 
vented your  entering  upon  a  ne- 
gociation  for  a  final  peace.  If, 
in  the  interim,  the  propofal  made 
in  the  faid  letter,  of  a  fufpenlion 
of  hcftilities,  (houhl  be  thought 
conformable  to  tne  inf  refts  of  the 
nation,  noihmg  could  be  more  fo 
to  the  princigles  of  humanity  in 
general,  wnich  adtuate  the  em- 
prels,  and  co  her  private  fenti- 
ments,  of  benevolence  and  affec- 
tion for  this  liate ;  efpecially  as 
fuch  ameafure  has  the  double  ad- 
vantage of  preventing  the  ufelefs 
cfFufion  of  blood  ;  and  from  this 
inftant  relloring  to  the  republic, 
the  enjoyments  of  the  rights  of 
freedom  in  trade  and  navigation, 
whlcu  fall  to  the  fhare  of  neutral 
natiQns,  and  efpecially  thofe  that 
have  acceded  to  the  principles  of 
the  armed  neutrality. 

Full  of  confidence  in  the  dif- 
pofition  equally  peaceful,  and  con- 
formable to  the  real  welfare  of  the 
Hate,  which  your  High  Mighti- 
neffes  have  always  manifelled  in 
the  moft  folemn  and  pofitive  man- 
ner ;  the  under-written  flatter 
themfelves,  that  you  will  not  he- 
sitate to  make  a  proper  ufe  of  the 
letter,  they  have  the  honour  to 
communicate,  in  order  to  take  a 
quick  and  decifive  refolution,  that 
may  tend  to  rellore  peace  and  har- 
mony with  your  old  friend  and 
ally,  upon  terms  as  honourable  as 
they  are  advantageous. 
(Signed) 

P.Gallitzin. 

Marcoff. 

7bt  folloicing  is  a  Copy  of  the  Letter 
alluded  to  in  the abonje  Memorial: 

•'  HAVING     laid    before     his 
xnajefty   an  extraft  of   the    letter 


which  you  did  me  the  honour. 
Sir,  of  communicating  from  Prince 
Gallitzin,  and  Monf.  de  Marcoff, 
1  nave  his  majelly's  commands  to 
inform  you,  that  the  king,  de- 
firous  of  teflifying  his  intentions 
towards  their  High  MightnefTes, 
and  of  renewing  that  friendfhip 
which  has  been  fo  unfortunately 
interrupted  between  old  allies,  who 
ought  to  be  united  in  the  bonds 
of  mutual  interell,  is  ready  to  enter 
into  a  negociation,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  fetting  on  foot  a  treaty 
of  peace,  on  the  terms  and  con- 
ditions of  that  which  was  agreed 
to  in  1674,  between  his  majefly 
and  the  republic ;  and  that  the 
better  to  facilitate  the  execution 
of  a  plan  which  his  majefly  has 
fo  much  at  heart,  the  king  is 
willing  to  give  immediate  orders 
for  a  fufpenfion  of  hoflilities, 
if,  on  their  part,  the  Lords  the 
States  General  ihould  think  fuch 
a  meafure  fuitable  to  the  objedl 
in  view. 

"  I  am  commanded  by  his  ma- 
jefly to  explain  to  you.  Sir,  his 
fentiments  on  fo  important  a  fub- 
jed,  and  defjre  you  will  impart 
the  fame  to  the  miniflers  of  her 
Imperial  Majelly  to  their  High 
MightnefTes,  that  they  may  be 
conveyed,  without  the  lealt  delay, 
to  the  mini.lers  cf  the  republic ; 
being  of  opinion  that  it  is  the  moll 
convenient  flep,  with  the  medi- 
ation and  good  offices  of  her  Im- 
perial Majelly,  to  put  an  end  to 
the  fco'.rge  of  that  war,  which 
unfortunately  fubfifls  between  the 
two  nations. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed) 

C.  J.  Fox." 
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The  follo^joing  is  a  Copy  cf  the  Earl 
of  S.helburiie' s  Letter  to  the  Lord 
Mayor  reluti-ue  to  arming  the 
People,  together  'with  the  Heads 
of  the  Phin  therein  indofed: 


Whitehall,  jth  of  May,  1782. 
CIRCULAR    COPY. 

S  I  R, 

HI  S  majefty  has  commanded 
me  to  exprefs  his  firm  re- 
liance upon  the  fpirit  and  loyalty 
of  his  people,  and  his  royal  con- 
fidence, that,  during  this  feafon 
of  difficulty,  their  utmoil  endea- 
vours will  not  be  wanting  to  give 
unqueftionable  proofs  of  their  at- 
tachment and  emulation  for  his 
fervice ;  and  forefeeing  that  by 
wife,  ftrenuous,  and  timely  pre- 
parations, he  may  not  only  difap- 
point  or  defeat  any  hoftile  at- 
tempts, but,  by  appearing  ftrong 
and  united  at  home,  he  may  be 
enabled  to  ma!ce  the  more  power- 
ful efforts  for  maintaining  his  ho- 
nour and  the  public  interefts  a- 
broad,  and  thereby  lay  the  fureft 
foundations  for  a  fafe,  an  honour- 
able, and  a  lafting  peace  ;  and  as 
the  populouinefs  of  the  principal 
towns  and  cities  of  Great-Britain, 
naturally  offers  the  greatell  facili- 
ty, as  well  for  forming  into  corps, 
as  for  learning  the  military  exer- 
cife,  without  lofs  of  time,  inter- 
ruption of  labour,  or  any  cons- 
iderable fatigue,  his  majefty  has 
commanded  me  to  tranfmic  to  you 
the  ir.clofed  propofitions,  which 
have  been  fabmitced  to  his  ma- 
jefty, as  at  leaft  a  temporary  plan 
for  augmenting  the  domellic  furce 
of  the  nation,  which  being  a- 
dopted  or  improved,  according 
to  the  circumftances  and  fituation 


of  the  town,  of  which  you  are 
the  chief  magiftrate,  may  tend  to 
the  immediate  formation  of  a 
great  and  refpeftable  addition  to 
the  rational  force  at  home,  on 
the  moll  natural  and  conftitutional 
principles. 

For  this  purpofe,  I  have  his  ma- 
jefty's  commands  to  fignify  to  you 
his  defire  and  recommendation, 
that  you  fhould  take  the  fame  into 
immediate  conlideration,  and,  af- 
ter having  conlidered  it,  report  to 
me  whatever  obfervations  may 
occur  to  you  for  the  carrying  into 
execution  a  plan,  the  purpofe  of 
which  is  to  give  fecurity  to  your 
own  perfons  and  property,  and  to 
the  general  defence  of  the  king- 
dom. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  mcft  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

(Signed)  Shelburne, 

Heads  of  a  Plan  for  raifing  Corps 

in   the  feveral  Towns  in  Great 

Britain. 

ift.  The  principal  towns  in 
Great  Britain  to  furnifh  one  or 
more  battalions  each,  or  a  certain 
number  of  companies  each,  in 
proportion  to  their  fize  and  num- 
ber of  inhabitants. 

2d.  The  officers  to  be  appointed 
from  among  the  gentlemen  of  the 
neighbourhood,  or  the  inhabitants 
of  the  faid  town,  either  by  com- 
milTion  from  his  majefty,  or  from 
the  lord  lieutenant  of  the  county, 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
chief  magiftrate  of  the  town  in 
which  the  corps  are  raifed. 

3d.  They  are  to  be  pofTefTed  of 
fome  certain  eftate  in  land  or  mo- 
ney, in  proportion  to  their  rank. 

4th.    Adjutant    or  town  major 

in 
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in  each  town,  to  be  appointed  by  his 
majefty. 

5  th.  A  proper  number  of  fer- 
jeants  and  corporals,  from  the  ar- 
my, to  be  appointed  for  the  corps 
in  each  town,  in  proportion  to  their 
number. 

6th.  The  faid  ferjeants  and 
corporals,  as  well  as  the  adju- 
tant, or  town  major,  to  be  in  go- 
vernment pay. 

7ch.  The  men  to  exercife  fre- 
quently, either  in  battalion,  or  by 
companies,  on  Sundays,  and  on  all 
holidays,  and  alfo  after  their  work 
is  over  in  the  evenings. 

8th.  Arms,  accoutrements,  and 
ammunition,  to  be  furnilhed  at 
the  expence  of  government,  if  re- 
quired. 

9th.  Proper  magazines  or  fiore- 
boufes  to  be  chofen  or  erefted  in 
each  town  for  keeping  the  faid 
arms.  Sec. 

10th.  The  arms  and  accoutre- 
ments to  be  delivered  out  at  times 
of  exercife  only,  and  to  be  returned 
into  the  ftores  as  foon  as  the  exercife 
is  finilhed. 

nth.  The  adjutant  or  town 
major  to  be  always  prefent  at  ex- 
ercife, and  to  fee  that  the  men 
afterwards  march  regularly,  and 
lodge  their  arms  in  the  ftore- 
houfes. 

1 2th.  Proper  penalties  to  be  in- 
fiidtcd  on  iuch  as  ablent  themfolves 
from  exercife,  and  alfo  for  difobe- 
dience  of  orders,  infulence  to  their 
officers,  and  other  disorderly  beha- 
viour. 

13th.  The  above  corps  not  to 
be  obliged  on  any  account,  or  by 
any  authority  whatever,  to  move 
from  their  refpeftive  towns,  except 
in  times  of  aftual  invafion  or  re- 
bellion. 

14th.     His    majefty    Ihall    t4en 


have  power  to  order  the  faid  corps 
to  march  to  any  part  of  Great 
Britain,  as  his  fervice  may  re- 
quire. 

15  th.  They  are  on  fuch  occa- 
fions  to  a£l  either  feparately  or  in 
conjundtion  with  his  majefty 's  re- 
gular forces,  and  be  under  the 
command  of  fuch  general  officers 
as  his  majefty  ftiall  think  proper  to 
appoint, 

1 6th.  Both  officers  and  men  to 
receive  full  pay  as  his  majefty's 
other  regiments  of  foot,  from  the 
day  of  their  march,  and  as  long 
as  tlicy  fhall  continue  in  fervice  out 
of  their  towns. 

17th.  They  are  to  be  fubjefl  to 
military  difcipline  in  the  fame 
manner  as  his  majefty's  regular 
forces,  during  the  faid  time  of  their 
being  fo  called  out  and  receiving 
government  pay. 

1 8th.  Ail  officers  who  ftiould  be 
difabled  in  aftual  fervice,  to  be  en- 
titled to  half-pay ;  and  all  non- 
commifiioned  officers  and  private 
men  difabled,  to  receive  the  bene- 
fit of  Chelfea  Hofpital. 

19th.  The  widows  of  officers 
killed  in  the  fervice  to  have  a  pen- 
fion'for  life. 


^  Letter  from  Sir  Guy  Caileton  t» 
bis  Excellency  General  Wajhington^ 
the  General's  Anfvjer,  and  Rejalu~ 
tion  of  Congrefs  thereupon. 

Philadelphia,  June  1. 
ExtraSl  of  a  Letter  from  his  Excel- 
lency General  Wafhington  to  Com- 
grfs,  dated  Head  garters.  May 
10,  1782. 

"    JUST   as  I  am   clofing  thcfe 

J    difpatchcs,     a     letter     from 

Sij:    Guy   Carlecon   is  handed   me, 

covering 


302]      ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1782. 


covering  fundry  printed  papers,  a 
copy  of  which,  with  the  papers, 
I  have  now  the  honour  to  enclofe 
to  your  excellency,  together  with 
a  copy  of  my  aufwer  to  him  ;  and 
I  flatter  myfelf  my  ccndutl  here- 
in will  be  agreeable  to  the  wi{hes 
of  Congrefs." 

Head  ^tarlers,  New  York, 

Sir,  May  7,  1781. 

HAVING  been  appointed  by 
his  majelly  to  the  command  of  the 
forces  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and 
joined  with  Admiral  Digby  in  the 
commiflion  of  peace,  I  find  it  pro- 
per in  this  manner  to  apprize  your 
excellency  of  my  arrival  at  New 
York. 

The  occafion.  Sir,  feems  to  ren- 
der this  communication  proper, 
but  the  circumftances  of  the  pre- 
fent  time  render  it  alfo  indipenfi- 
ble,  as  I  find  it  juft  to  tranfmit 
herewith  to  your  excellency  cer- 
tain papers,  from  the  perufal  of 
which  your  excellency  will  per- 
ceive what  difpofitions  prevail  in 
the  government  and  people  of 
England  towards  thofe  of  Ameri- 
ca, and  what  further  effecls  are 
likely  to  follow;  if  the  like  paci- 
fic difpofitions  (hould  prevail  in 
this  country,  both  my  inclination 
and  duty  will  lead  me  to  meet  it 
with  the  mod  zealous  concur- 
rence. In  all  events,  Sir,  it  is 
with  me  to  declare,  that,  if  -war 
muft  prevail,  I  (hall  endeavour  to 
render  its  miferies  as  light  to  the 
people  of  this  continent  as  the 
circumftances  of  fuch  a  condition 
will  poffibly  permit. 

I  am  much  concerned  to  find 
that  private  and  unauthorifed  per- 
fons  have  on  both  fides  given  way 
to  thofe  paflions  which  ought  to 
have    received    the    ftiongell   and 


mod  effeftual  controul,  and  which 
have  be^ot  ads  of  retaliation, 
whicli,  without  proper  prevention, 
may  have  an  extent  equally  cala- 
mitous and  difhonourable  to  both 
parties,  though  as  it  fhould  feem 
more  extcnfively  pernicious  to  the 
natives  and  fettlers  of  this  coun- 
try. 

How  much  foever.  Sir,  we  may 
differ  in  other  refpeds,  upon  this 
one  point  we  mull  perl'edly  con- 
cur, being  alike  interelled  (o  pre- 
ferve  the  name  of  Englilhmen  from 
reproach,  and  individuals  from 
experiencing  fuch  unnecejfary  evils 
as  can  have  no  efled  upon  a  ge- 
neral decifion;  every  proper  mea- 
fure  which  may  tend  to  prevent 
thefe  criminal  excefles  in  indivi- 
viduals  I  Ihall  be  ever  ready  to 
embrace;  and  as  an  advantage  on 
my  part,  I  have,  as  the  firfi  ad  of 
my  command,  enlarged  Mr.  Li- 
vingfton,  and  have  written  to  his 
father  upon  the  fubjeft  of  fuch 
excefles  as  have  pafled  in  New 
Jerley,  defiring  his  concurrence  in 
fuch  meafures,  as,  even  under  the 
conditions  of  war,  the  common  in- 
terefts  of  humanity  require. 

I  am  further  to  acquaint  you. 
Sir,  that  it  was  my  intention  to 
have  fent  this  day  a  fimilar  letter 
of  compliment  to  Congrefs,  but 
am  informed  it  is  previoufly  ne- 
cefl"ary  to  obtain  a  paflport  from 
your  excellency,  which  I  there- 
fore hope  to  receive,  if  you  have 
no  objedion  for  the  pafl!age  of  Mr. 
Morgan  to  Philadelphia,  for  the 
above  purpofe. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed) 

Guy  Carleton. 
His  Excellency  Gen.  Wajhington, 

SIR, 
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Head  garters,  May  10,  1782. 

SIR," 
I  HAD  the  honour  laft  evening 
to  receive  your  excellency's  letter 
of  the  7th,  with  the  feveral  papers 
enclofed. 

Ever  fince  the  commencement 
of  this  unnatural  war,  my  con- 
dufl  has  borne  invariable  telli 
mony  againll  thofe  inhuman  ex- 
cefles  which  in  too  many  inllances 
have  marked  its  various  progrefs. 

With  refpeft  to  a  late  tranfac- 
tion,  to  which  I  prefume  your  ex- 
cellency alludes,  I  have  already 
expreffed  my  fixed  refolution,  a 
refolution  formed  on  the  moll  ma- 
ture deliberation,  and  from  which 
I  Ihall  not  recede. 

I  have  to  inform  your  excel- 
lency, that  your  requeil  of  a  pafT- 
port  for  Mr.  Morgan  to  go  to 
Philadelphia,  will  be  conveyed  to 
Congrefs  by  the  earliell  opportu- 
nity, and  you  may  reft  aflured 
that  I-  will  embrace  the  firft  mo- 
ment to  communicate  to  you 
their  determination  thereon. 

Many  inconveniences  and  difor- 
ders  having  arifen  from  an  impro- 
per admiflion  of  flags  at  various 
pods  of  the  two  armies,  which 
have  given  rife  to  complaints  on 
both  fides — to  prevent  abufes  in 
future,  and  for  the  convenience 
of  communication,  I  have  con- 
cluded to  receive  all  flags  from 
within  your  lines  at  the  poll  of 
Dobb's  Ferry,  and  no  where  elfe, 
k)  long  as  the  head  quarters  of  the 
two  armies  remain  as  at  prefent- 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

G.  Was  HI  ngton. 
His  Excellency  Sir  Guy  Carleton% 


By  the  United  Slatei  in  Congrefs.,  ajfem- 
bled  May   14,   1782. 

THE  letter  of  the    10th,  from 
the    commander  in    chief,    being 


read,  inclofing  a  copy  of  a  letter 
to  him  from  Sir  Guy  Carleton, 
dated  head  quarters.  New  York, 
May  2,  1782. 

Refolved,  That  the  commander 
in  chief  be,  and  hereby  is  direft- 
ed  to  refufe  the  requell  of  Sir 
Guy  Carleton,  of  a  paflTport  for 
Mr.  Morgan,  to  bring  difpatches 
to  Philadelphia. 

Piibli/hed  by  order  of  the  Congrefs, 
Cha.  Thompson,  Sec. 


Resolution  of  Congress. 

>.By  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  af- 
femblcd,  Odcber  4,   1782. 

HEREAS  by   the   articles 
of  confederation  and    per- 
petual  union,  the  fole   and  exclu- 
live  right  of  making  peace  is  veil- 
ed in  the  Un'ited  States  in    Con- 
grefs afl'embled ;  and  by  the  treaty 
of  alli.ince  between  his  Moll  Chrif- 
tian    Majelly    and    thefe     United 
States,   it  is    declared,    that    nei- 
ther   of    the    contracting    parties 
fmall    conclude     peace    or     truce 
with    Great    Britain,    without    the 
confent  of  the   other ;       and   mi- 
nifters     plenipotentiaries    of   thefe 
United  States  in  Europe,  are  veil- 
ed with  full  power  and  authority, 
in    their   behalf,    and    in    concert 
with  their  allies,  to  negotiate  and 
conclude  a  general  peace  :  never- 
thclefs,     it     appears,     the    Britilh 
court    Hill    flatters    itfclf  with  the 
vain    hope    of    prevailing   on    the 
United    States    to    agree    to  fomc 
terms  of  dependence  on  Great  Bri- 
tain, at  leaft  to  a  feparate   peace ; 
and    there    is    reafon    to    believe, 
that  commilfioners  may  be  fent   to 
America    to   offer   propofitions    of 

that 
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that  nature  to  the  United  States, 
or  that  lecret  emiflaries  may  be 
employed  to  delude  and  deceive. 
In  order  to  extinguilh  ill-founded 
hopes,  to  fruftrate  iniidious  at- 
lempcs,  and  to  manifell  to  the 
whole  world  the  purity  of  the  in-- 
tentirvns,  nnd  the  fixed  unaltera- 
ble determination  of  the  United 
States, 

Refolved  unanimoufly.  That, 
Conprefs  are  fincerely  defirous  of 
an  ^honour-able  and  permanent 
peace ;  that  as  the  only  means  of 
obtaining  it,  they  will  inviolably 
adhere  to  the  treaty  of  alliance 
with  his  moll  Chriftian  Majefty 
and  conclude  neither  a  feparate 
peace  nor  truce  with  Great  Bri- 
tain; that  they  will  profecute  the 
war  with  vigour,  until,  by  the 
bleffing  of  God  on  the  united 
arms,  a  peace  {hall  be  happily 
accomplilhed,  by  which,  tlie  lull 
and  abfolute  fovereignty  and  in- 
dependence of  thefe  United  States 
having  been  duly  afTured,  their 
lights  and  interelts,  as  well  as 
thole  of  their  alHes,  Ihall  be  effec- 
tually provided  for  and  fecured. 

That  Congrefs  will  not  enter 
into  the  difcuffion  of  any  overtures 
for  pacification,  but  in  confidence 
and  in  concert  with  his  MoA 
Chriftian  Majefty. 

That  to  guard  againft  the  fe- 
cret  a'-tifices  and  machinations  of 
.the  enemy,  it  be,  and  hereby  is 
recommended  to  the  refpedive 
States,  to  be  vigilant  and  active 
in  detecting  and  Icizing  all  Britilh 
emiflaries  and  fpies,  that  they 
may  be  brought  to  condign  pu- 
iiilhment :  that  it  be  enjoined  on 
all  otbcers  of  departments  charged 
wiih  perfons  coming  from  the 
-enemy  under  the  proteftion  of 
iflags  of  truce^  to  take  fpecial  care 
4. 


that  fuch  perfons  do  not  abufc 
their  privileges,  but  be  reftrained 
from  all  intercourfe  with  the  coun- 
try and  inhabitants,  which  is  not 
necell'ary  fur  tranfading  the  pub- 
lic bufincfs  on  which  they  may  be 
fent  ;  and  laftly,  it  is  recom- 
mended to  the  feveral  States,  that 
no  fubjeft  of  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
coming  diredlly  or  indireftly  from 
any  part  of  the  Britilh  dominions, 
be  admitted  into  any  cf  the  Unit- 
ed States  during  the  war. 

Cha.  Thompson,  Sec. 


A  French   State   Pa-per. 

J  Letter  from  Mcnficur  du  For  tail, 
a  French  officer  in  the  few  ice  cf 
America,  to  Monfeigneur  he 
Comte  de  St.  Germain,  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  War  Depart- 
ment in  France,  dated  at  Walh- 
ington'j  Ca?np  at  White  Marlh, 
tivei-ve   miles  from    Philadelphia. 

N01.  12,  J778. 
Monfeigneur, 

HAVE  had  the  honour  of  giv- 
ing you  an  account  of  the  bat- 
tles of  Brandywine  and  German 
Town,  and  of  fending  you  the 
plans,  with  that  of  Philadelphia 
and  its  environs,  within  live 
leagues,  to  enable  you  to  judge  of 
the  fituation  of  General  Howe. 
I  hope  you  have  received  them. 
Till  now  General  Howe  has  not 
taken  the  tv.^o  forts  on  the  river, 
which  hinder  vefiels  coming  up  to 
the  city,  and  deprive  him  of  all 
communications  with  them,  but  by 
the  little  palTage  which  I  have 
marked  on  the  map,  and  from 
v.'hich  v.'e  can  eafdy  cut  hhn  off 
this  winter,  when  we  have  receiv- 
ed  a   reinforccmeut    of  yidorious 

troops 
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troops  from  the  north.  We  rec- 
kon on  Itriking  a  ftroke  on  the 
other  fide  of  Schuylkil.  There 
are  aheady  troops  in  the  Jerfeys 
on  the  left-hand  bank  of  the  De- 
laware, On  this  plan,  General 
Howe  will  be  obliged  to  remain 
in  Philadelphia,  and  run  a  great 
rifk  of  dying  by  hunger;  but,  in 
truth,  we  do  not  hope  for  fo 
much.  He  will  furely  take  the 
forts,  if  he  attacks  them  well, 
and  then  he  will  have  a  communi- 
cation with  his  fleet.  You  fee, 
Monfeigneur,  that  for  people  that 
have  been  beat  twice,  we  are  in  no 
very  bad  pofture ;  we  owe  this  to 
the  Englifli  having  but  little  ca- 
valry, fo  that  they  were  incapable 
of  purfuing  their  vidlory ;  we  owe 
it  yet  more  to  the  woods  and  cb- 
llacles  of  every  fort,  with  which 
this  country  is  defended. 

In  the  mean  time  it  is  natural 
Enough,  after  the  experience  of 
this  campaign,  to  aik  this  quef- 
tion.  Will  the  Americans  fucceed 
in  making  themfelves  free  or  not  ? 
In  France,  without  doubt,  they 
can  only  judge  by  what  is  pall; 
they  will  hold  the  affirmative;  as 
for  us,  who  have  been  witnefles 
of  the  whole,  it  is  another  affair. 
I0  make  Jhcrt  of  the  niatter,  it  is  7wt 
the  good  conduct  of  the  Americans 
that  enabled  them  to  make  a  cam- 
paign on  the  luhole  fujjiciently  fortu- 
nate. It  is  the  fault  of  the 
English.  It  was  an  enormous 
fault  of  the  Britifh  government  to 
require  General  Burgoyne  to  tra- 
verfe  more  than  200  leagues  of  a 
country,  replete  with  difficulties, 
almoft  defert,  and  of  confequence, 
very  ufelefs  to  take,  and  that  only 
to  join  Generals  Howe  and  Clin- 
ton in  the  middle  of  the  country. 
This  projcdl    might  appear    very 
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magnificent  in  the  cabinet  of  Lon-' 
don,  but  to  thofe  who  know  the 
country  it  was  highly  defective. 

This  judgment  on  my  part  ia 
not  after  the  event.  You  may  re- 
member, perhaps,  Monfeigneur, 
that  I  was  in  very  good  humour 
with  the  Englifh  for  oppofing  to 
us  only  ten  thoufand  men  here, 
and  that  I  greatly  hoped  General 
Burgoyne  would  not  arrive  here 
till  the  field  could  no  longer  be 
kept ;  that  his  army  would  be  half 
deihoyed  by  hunger,  mifery,  and 
defertion,  together  with  daily  lof- 
fes  fufFered  from  our  militia,  fcat- 
tered  through  the  woods,  who 
fighting  thus  in  "a  manner  peculiar 
to  themfelves,  the  event  has  beea 
more  happy  than  I  could  have 
even  hoped. 

If  the  Englifh,  inftead  of  mak- 
ing fo  7nany  diverf.ons,  which  have 
been  all  too  much  at  the  expence  of 
the  principal  aSliun,  had  oppofed 
General  Wafhington  with  twenty 
thoufand  men,  I  do  not  very  well 
know,  what  would  have  become 
of  us.  As  for  us,  in  doubling  our 
army,  we  fhould  have  nearly  re- 
doubled his  force,  and  we  Ihould 
have  tripled  our  own  embarrafT- 
ment.  Thus  much  for  the  plan  of 
this  campaign. 

If  we  examine  next  the  conduit 
of  General  Howe,  we  (hall  fee  that 
he  has  not  done  even  what  he 
had  in  his  power  to  do.  As  1  had 
the  honour  to  write  to  you  af:ar 
the  battle  of  Brandy  wine,  if  the 
EngUjh  had  follonjued  up  their  ad-^ 
1;  ant  age  t  that  day,  Wajhington' s 
army  luould  ha-ve  been  fpckcn  of  no 
more.  Since  that  time,  likcwife,  » 
General  Howe  has,  in  all  his  ope- 
rations, e;^hibited  fuch  flownefs 
and  timidity,  as  on  every  turn  to 
prove    the    objeft    of  my    afonijh' 

[C^]  ment. 
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ment.  But  we  muft  recolleft,  they 
may  fend  another  general,  and 
then  we  fhall  not  find  ourfclves  fo 
fortunately  circumftanced.  As  for 
the  reft,  the  events,  which  de- 
pend on  the  ability  of  generals 
not  being  to  be  forefcen,  we  cannot 
count  on  them  in  oar  fpeculatiuns  on 
the  future. 

Having  then  a  reference  only 
to  the  number  of  troops,  I  think 
I  may  affert,  if  the  Englifti  can 
have  here  thirty  thouland  efFedive 

troops,  THEY  MUST  REDUCE 
THIS   COUNTRY. 

A  fecond  thing  which  muft  haf- 
ten  this  reduftion,  and  even  of  it- 
felf  nearly  effedl  ii,  is  the  nx'ant  of 
ivarlike  Jiores,  They  ^vant  almoj} 
^•very  thing.  Another  objefl  is, 
Ihey  are  in  want  of  both  linen  and 
woollen  cloths,  leather,  cordage, 
fait,  fpirituous  liquors,  fugars, 
&c.  Thefe  laft  articles  are  more 
important  than  at  firft  might  be 
imagined.  Before  the  war,  the 
Americans,  though  defpifmg  lux- 
ury, had  in  abundance  every  thing 
that  is  neceflary  to  an  eafy  and 
agreeable  life.  To  have  no  great 
matters  to  do,  to  pafs  the  greateft 
part  of  their  time  in  fmoking  or 
drinking  fpirituous  liquors  or  tea, 
was  the  tafte  of  thefe  countries. 
It  is  then  very  little  with  their  in- 
clinations, that  they  find  themfelves 
transformed,  at  a  ftroke,  into  a 
warlike  people,  and  reduced  to  the 
neceflity  of  leading  a  hard  and  fru- 
gal life.  So  Ttuich  do  they  in  general 
deteji  the  ivar,  that  it  is  eafy  to  fee, 
if  their  wants  are  but  increafed  to 
a  certain  point,  they  would  prefer 
the  yoke  of  the  Englifti,  to  a  li- 
berty which  colts  them  the  comforts 
.of  life. 

This   language    aftonilhes    you, 
Monfeigneur,    but   in   truth,   fuch 


is  the  people.  They  are  foft  with- 
out rclort,  without  vigour,  without 
pafiicn,  for  a  caufe  which  they 
fuftain  only,  becaufe  it  is  natural 
to  them  to  follow  the  movement 
v'.ith  which  they  have  been  im- 
prefTed.  1  here  is  a  hundred  times 
more  enthujiajin  for  this  re'uolution  in 
a  ccfec-hoife  at  Paris  than  in  all  the 
colonies  united. 

It  is  neceffary,  therefore,  for 
France,  if  ftie  wifhes  to  fupport 
this  revolution,  to  furnifti  the 
people  with  enjery  neceflary,  nor 
fufFer  them  to  fuftain  any  confi- 
derable  want.  It  will  coft  France 
a  great  fum,  even  fome  millions, 
but  Jhc  ivill  he  amply  repaid  by  the 
ANNIHILATION  cf  the  MARINE 
poxver  of  England,  i.vhich  ha-ving  N  O 
LONGER  ANY  COLONIES  can  in  a 
little  time  ha^-ve  no  marine.  Com~ 
merce  ^will  of  confeqicence  pafs  over  to 
France,  'which  can  in  that  cafe  have 
no  rival  among  the  powers  of  Eu- 
rope. 

Some  perfons  have  pretended, 
that  France  has  no  intereft  in  fee- 
ing the  Englifti  colonies  form  a 
free  ftate,  and  that  we  might 
thereby  run  the  hazard  of  lofing 
our  own  colonies ;  but  whoever 
knows  this  country  fees,  that  it 
will  be  fome  ages  before  they 
could  fend  forth  a  fquadron  to 
make  conquefts,  and  long  before 
that  the  jealouftes  which  one  pro- 
vince entertains  of  another  (the 
appearances  of  which  are  already 
difcernible)  will  have  divided 
them  into  different  ftates,  none 
of  which  will  be  to  be  feared.  I 
may  be  aflccd,  whether  France  had 
not  better  make  a  treaty  with  the 
United  States,  and  fend  twelve 
or  fifteen  thoufand  men  hither,  to 
effeft  more  readily  this  revolution. 
This  would  be  the  effedual  me- 
thod 
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thod  of  fpoiling  all.  This  people, 
though  at  ^var  nvith  the  Englijh, 
hate  the  French  more  than  them ;  we 
prove  this  every  day  ;  and  notivith' 
Jlanding  every  thing  that  France  has 
done,  or  can  do  for  them,  they  imll 
prefer  a  reconciliation  -xvith  their  an- 
cient brethren.  Should  they  for 
the  moment  confent  to  the  com- 
ing of  the  French  troops,  their 
natural  antipathy  would  foon  (hew 
itfelf,  and  produce  the  moft  fatal 
quarrels. 

There  is  yet  another  projedl  to 
examine.  May  not  France,  forced 
to  make  open  war  on  England,  feek 
to  poffefs  herfelf  of  Canada,  in  con- 
cert with  the  Congrefs. 

After  the  obfervaiions  in  the  pre- 
ceding article,  it  appears,  that  Con- 
grefs would  utterly  rejeft  fuch  an 
arrangement.  They  would  not  feek 
freedom  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
French,  for  they  would  not  exped 
to  retain  it  long.  If  they  muji  meds 
be  dependant,  they  had  rather  he  fo  on 
England. 

If  France  does  not  declare  war 
againfl:  England,  (he  muft  by  every 
means  that  policy  can  fuggeft, 
prevent  the  Englifh  from  having 
more  than  from  twenty-five  to 
thirty-thoufand  men  here  at  moft. 
The  American  ftates  will  not  have 
more  this  campaign.  General 
Wafhington  has  never  had  more 
than  15,000,  Gen.  Gates  io,coo, 
and  Gen.  Putnam  from  five  to  fix 
thoufand.  Perhaps  they  would 
not  be  able  to  augment  the  whole 
by  one  quarter  in  cafe  of  necef- 
fity. 

You  have  here,  perhaps,  Mon- 
feigneur,  more  than  you  have  aflc- 
ed  of  mc,  but  forgive  me  thefe 
diflertations,  through  a  defire  of 
fulfilling,  at  Icaft,  your  inten- 
tions, and  of  rendering  my  abode 


here,  if  pofTible,  ufeful  to  my  coun- 
try. 

I  am, 
with  the  moft  perfeft  refpedt,  &Ci 
(Signed) 

Du    PORTAIL. 

To  Monfeigneur  the  Count 
dc  St.  Germain,  Mini' 
Jie.rofWar,at  the  Court 
of  France. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of 
Great  Britain  in  Parliament  af 
fembled. 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  Freehold- 
ers of  the  County  £/"  York, 

Sheweth, 

THAT  your  petitioners,  fen- 
fible  of  the  original  excel- 
lency of  the  conftitution  of  this 
country,  moft  ardently  wifh  to 
have  it  maintained  upon  the  ge- 
nuine principles  on  which  it  was 
founded. 

Your  petitioners  further  fhew, 
that  it  is  necefiary  to  the  welfare 
of  the  people,  that  the  Commons* 
Houfe  of  parliantent  Ihould  have  a 
common  intereft  with  the  nation; 
and  that  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  the 
reprefentation  of  the  people  in  par- 
liament, the  Houfe  of  Commons  do 
not  fufficiently  fpeak  the  voice  of 
the  people. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  hum- 
bly pray  this  honourable  houfe  to 
take  into  their  moft  ferious  confi- 
deration  the  prefent  ftate  of  tha 
reprefentation  of  the  people  in 
parliament,  and  to  apply  fuch  re- 
medy to  this  great  and  alarming 
evil,  as  to  this  honourable  houfe 
may  feem  meet. 

And  your  petitioners  fhall  ever 
pray,  &c. 
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An  Ad  for  better  fecurlng  the  Free- 
dom of  Eleclions  of  Members  to 
fer've  in  Parliament,  by  difabling 
certain  officers,  employed  in  the 
Colle5lion  or  Management  of  his 
Majcjiv's  Revenues,  from  giving 
their  Fofes  at  ficU  EleSiions. 

FROM  Auguft  I,  1782,  no 
commiflioner  or  officer  em- 
ployed in  colleding  or  managing 
the  duties  of  excife,  cuftoms,  &c. 
Ihall  have  any  vote  in  the  eleftion 
of  members  of  parliament. 

The  penalty  on  perfons  voting, 
who  are  difqualified  by  this  aft, 
is  100/.  and  rendered  incapable  of 
executing  any  office  or  place  of 
truft,  &c. 

Claufe,  not  to  extend  to  com- 
miflioners  of  the  land  tax,  or  per- 
fons afting  under  them ;  nor  to  of- 
£ces  held  by  letters  patent  for  any 
eftate  of  inheritance ;  nor  to  per- 
fons who  fhall  refign  their  offices 
before  Augult  i,  1782. 

Limitations  of  aftions,  viz.  12 
months  after  the  penalty  is  incur- 
red. 

An  ASl  for  refraining  any  Perfon 
concerned  in  any  Contract,  Com- 
mijjion,  or  Agreement,  made  for 
ihe  Public  Service,  from  being 
eleded,  or  fitting  and  'voting  as  a 
Member  of  ihe  Houfe  of  Commons. 

F  T  E  R  the  end  of  this  feffion, 
all  perfons  holding  contrafts 
for  the  public  fervice,  Ihall  be  in- 
capable of  being  elefted,  or  fitting 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

Any  member  accepting  a  con- 
traft,  or  continuing   to  bold  any 


contrail  after  the  commencement  of 
the  next  feffion,  his  feat  (hall  be 
void. 

Not  to  extend  to  incorporated 
trading  companies. 

Not  to  extend  to  contrafls  al- 
ready made  for  one  year. 

Claufe  relative  to  contrafts  which 
are  not  to  expire  until  a  year's  no- 
tice be  given,  viz.  that  where  any 
contraft,  agreement,  or  commiffion, 
has  been  made,  entered  into,  or  ac- 
cepted, with  a  provifion  that  the 
fame  fhall  continue  until  a  year's 
notice  be  given  of  the  intended  dif- 
folution  thereof,  the  fame  fhall  not 
difable  any  perfon  from  fitting  and 
voting  in  parliament  until  one  year 
after  the  faiJ  nptice  fliall  be  ac- 
tually given  for  the  determination 
of  the  faid  contraft,  agreement,  or 
commiffion,  or  till  after  twelve  ca- 
lendar months,  to  be  computed  from 
the  time  of  paffing  this  aft. 

Not  to  extend  to  contrafts  by 
defcent,  &;c.  until  after  twelve 
months  pofTeffion. 

Members  holding  contrafts  may 
be  difcharged  therefrom  on  giving 
twelve  months  notice. 

Claufe  relative  to  patentees  for 
new  inventions,  viz.  that  if  any 
perfon  aftually  polTefled  of  a  pa- 
tent for  a  new  invention,  or  a  pro- 
longation thereof  by  aft  of  parlia- 
ment, and  having  contrafted  with 
government  concerning  the  objeft 
of  the  faid  patent  before  the  paf- 
fing of  this  aft,  fhall  give  notice  of 
his  intention  to  diffolve  the  faid 
contraft,  the  fame  fhall  be  null  and 
void  from  the  time  of  giving  fuch 
notice. 

If  any  perfon  hereby  difqualified 
fhall  be  elefted,  fuch  eleftion  fhall 
be  void. 

Difabled  perfons  who  fhall  fit  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  after  this 
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reflion,  ftiall  forfeit  5C0  /.  for  each 
day. 

A  condition  to  be  inferted  in 
all  public  contrafts,  that  no  mem- 
ber of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fhall 
have  any  fnare  thereof. 

Penalty  on  contraftors  who  fhall 
admit  any  member  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  to  any  fhare  of  their 
contrads. 

Limitation  of  aflionj,  viz.  twelve 
months. 


The  fourth  Report  of  the  Commif- 
Jioners  appointed  to  examine,  take 
and  fate  the  public  Accounts  of  the 
Kingdom 

PROCEEDING  in  our  inqui- 
ries into  balances  in  the  hands 
of  thofe  accountants  who  appear 
upon  the  certificate  of  accounts 
depending  in  the  office  of  the  au- 
ditor of  the  impreft,  we  find  there- 
in, next  to  the  treafurers  of  the 
navy,  the  names  of  feveral  perfons 
whofe  accounts  have  not  been  pro- 
fecuted  for  upwards  of  feventy 
years.  We  could  have  no  expec- 
tation of  profiting  by  a  purfuit  of 
claims  arifing  at  fo  remote  a  pe- 
riod ;  and  therefore  pafhng  on  to 
the  next  clafs,  namely,  the  pay- 
maflers  of  the  forces,  we  fee  fland- 
ing  firfl  in  that  clafs  the  name  of 
Henry  Earl  of  Lincoln  ;  whofe  fi- 
nal account  of  the  forces  for  fix 
months,  to  the  24th  of  June,  1720, 
is  therein  defcribed  "  to  have  been 
"  delivered  into  auditor  Aiflabie's 
"  office,  but,  being  very  imper- 
*'  feft,  to  have  been  long  fince 
*<  withdrawn,  and  not  returned." 
We  ifl'ued  our  precept  to  his  grace 
the  Duke  of  Newcaitle,  for  an  ac- 
count of  the  public  money  in  bis 
hands,  cuftody,  or  power,  as  re- 
prefentative  of  Henry  Earl  of  Lin- 


coln, late  paymafter-general  of 
the  forces.  The  Duke  of  New- 
caflle,  in  a  letter  dated  the  24th 
of  Augufl  kfl,  informed  us,  that 
"  he  never  had  in  his  hands,  cuf- 
"  tody,  or  power,  any  of  the 
"  public  money  which  was  pof- 
"  fefl'ed  by  his  late  father  as  pay- 
"  mafler  of  the  forces,  nor  any  of 
"  his  accounts  or  vouchers  rela- 
«  tive  thereto  ;  nor  could  he  in- 
"  form  us  what  balance,  if  any, 
"  was  due  from  him  on  that  ac- 
"  count;  that  his  lace  father  died 
«'  inteftate,  leaving  him,  and  fe- 
«  veral  other  children,  then  in- 
*'  fants,  and  that  Lucy  Countefs 
"  of  Lincoln,  his  widow,  admi- 
«  niflered  to  him,  and  pofTefTcd 
"  what  effects  he  left,  which  fhe 
"  applied  towards  difcharge  of 
"  his  debts  :"  and  in  a  fubfequent 
letter,  dated  the  23d  of  Novem- 
ber lafl,  the  duke  informed  us, 
that  he  took  adrainiflration  de  bo7iis 
j!on  to  his  late  father,  in  May  1748. 
In  confequence  of  thefe  letters 
from  the  Duke  of  Newcaflle,  we 
proceeded  no  further  in  this  in- 
quiry. 

Having  ifTued  our  precepts  to 
John  Powel,  Efq.  the  only  ading 
executor  of  Henry  Lord  Holland; 
to  Lady  Greenwich,  adminiftra- 
trix  to  the  Right  Hon.  Charles 
Townfhend,  late  paymafter  of  the 
forces,  to  Lord  North,  and  to  the 
Right  Hon.  Thomas  Townfhend, 
late  paymafler  of  the  forces,  each 
jointly  with  George  Cooke,  Efq. 
deceafed,  for  an  account  of  the 
public  money  in  their  refpcftiv* 
hands,  cuflody,  or  power  ;  the  to- 
tal of  which  amount  to  377>7oS  1. 
5s.  7d. 

Having  thus  obtained  a  know- 
ledge of  the  balances,  our  next 
ftep  was  to  examine  whether  they 
were  liable   to  any   fuch  fcrviccs, 
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or  fubjcdl  to  any  fuch  payments, 
in  the  bands  of  thefe  accountants, 
as  rendered  it  neceflary  to  permit 
them,  or  any  part  of  them,  to  re- 
main longer  in  their  pofTeffion. 
For  this  purpofe  we  examined 
John  Powel,  Efq.  the  calhier,  and 
Charles  Bembridge,  Efq.  the  ac- 
countant to  the  paymalier-general 
of  the  forces ;  by  whom  we  are  in- 
formed that  the  money  in  the 
hands  of  the  paymafters-general  of 
the  forces,  after  they  are  out  of 
office,  continues,  as  long  as  their 
accounts  are  kept  open,  liable  to 
the  payment  of  any  claims  of  the 
llafF  or  hofpital  officers,  or  of  any 
warrants  for  contingencies  and  ex- 
traordinaries,  which  were  voted 
during  the  time  they  were  refpec- 
tively  in  office,  and  nave  not  been 
claimed ;  after  the  final  accounts 
are  clofed,  fuch  claimants  mull 
apply  for  payment,  either  to  the 
treafury  or  the  war-office,  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  claim.  Thele 
fums  remaining  in  their  hands  are 
likewife  fubjedl  to  the  payment  of 
fees  of  divers  natures,  and  of  fees 
for  paffing  their  accounts  and  ob- 
taining their  quietus,  together 
with  the  payment  of  a  gratuity  to 
the  officers  and  clerks  of  the  pay- 
office  ;  who  at  the  fame  time  that 
they  tranfaft  the  bufinefs  of  the 
paymafter  in  office,  carry  on  alfo, 
make  I'p,  and  finally  clofe,  the 
accounts  of  the  paymafters  after 
they  are  out  of  office  ;  but,  having 
no  falary  or  reward  whatever  for 
this  extra  bufu.cfs,  it  has  been 
cuftomary  for  them,  .when  the  fi- 
nal account  is  ready  to  be  pafled, 
to  prefent  a  memorial  to  the  lords 
of  the  treafury,  praying  ihem  to 
procure  the  king's  warrant  to  the 
auditors  of  the  imprefl,  to  allow 
them  ^  certain  fum  for  their  trou- 


ble, payable  out  of  the  balance 
remaining  in  the  hands  of  that 
paymailer. 

The  fums  now  in  the  hands  of 
thefe  late  paymafters  of  the  forces, 
or  of  the  reprefentatives  of  thofe 
who  are  dead,  are  ftill  liable  to 
claims  that  may  be  made  upon 
them  under  various  heads  of  fer- 
vices,  and  fuhjeft  likewife  to  the 
payment  of  fundry  fees,  and  of  the 
cuftomary  gratuities ;  but  neither 
thefe  claims,  feesj  or  gratuities, 
do,  in  our  opinion,  furnilh  any 
objeftion  to  the  payment  of  thefe 
balances  into  the  Exchequer. 

Lord  Holland  refigned  this  office 
in  1765  ;  Mr  Charles  Tovvnfiiend 
in  1766;  Lord  North  and  Mr. 
Cooke  in  1767;  Mr.  Cooke  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Townlhend  in  1768; 
fince  which,  fufficient  time  has  e- 
lapfed  for  all  the  claimants  upon 
thefe  paymafters  to  have  made 
their  applications  for  payment. 
The  public  are  not  to  be  kept  out 
of  pofi'effion  of  large  fums  of  their 
own  money,  nor  public  accounts 
to  be  kept  open,  becaufe  perfons 
may  have  for  fo  long  a  time 
neglefted  their  own  bufniefs ;  not 
that  thefe  claimants  are  without 
remedy  after  thefe  accounts  are 
clofed;  by  applying  either  to  the 
treafury,  or  to  the  war-office,  as 
the  caie  may  require,  their  dcr 
mands  may  be  inquired  into  and 
fatisfied,  by  proper  warrants  upon 
the  paymafter  in  office. 

The  fees  and  gratuities  become 
payable  when  the  final  accounts 
are  ready  to  be  paftcd  in  the  office 
of  the  auditor  of  the  impreft  ;  how 
long  it  will  be  before  the  final  ac- 
counts of  thefe  late  paymafters 
will  be  in  that  fituation,  it  is  not 
eafy  to  afcertain.  John  Lloyd, 
Efq.  deputy  auditor  of  the  impreft: 
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to  Lord  Sondes,  informed  us,  that 
the  final  account  of  Lord  Holland 
was    delivered  into   that  office    in 
January,  1772;  the   final    account 
of  Mr.  Charles  Townfhend  in  July, 
1777  ;   the   final  account   of  Lord 
North  and  Mr.  Cooke  in  0£lober, 
1779.      J°^"    Bray,    Efq.    deputy 
auditor    to  William   Aiflabie,  Efq. 
informed    us,    that    the    final    and 
only   account   of  Mr.   Cooke   and 
Mr.  Thomas  Townfhend  was    de- 
livered into  that  office  in  Novem- 
ber,   1779.      from    an    objedion 
herein-after   mentioned,   made    by 
the  ad.ing  executor  of  Lord  Hol- 
land, to   the    final   clofing  of  that 
account,  and  from  the  reprefenta- 
lion  given  to  us  by  thefe  officers, 
of  the  fuuation  in  which  the  other 
accounts    now   are  in    the  imprell 
office,  none  of  them  appear  to  be 
in  fo  advanced  and  perfecl  a  ftate 
as  to  give  us  reafon  to  expeft  their 
fpeedy  completion ;    and  t..erefore 
we  do   not  think  the   payment  of 
thefe  balances  into   the  Exchequer 
ought  to  be  delayed  until  the  ac- 
counts are  fettled,  efpecially  as  we 
fee  no  reafon  why  the  pay  mailer  in 
office   may   not   be    authorized   to 
pay,   out  of  the  public   money   in 
his  hands,  all  the  fees  and  gratui- 
ties, whenever  they   become   pay- 
able. 

Seeing,  therefore,  no  objedlion 
to  arife,  from  the  fervices  or  pur- 
pofes  to  which  thele  balances  are 
llill  applicable,  to  the  payment  of 
them  into  the  Exchequer,  we  ad- 
verted to  fuch  real'oni  as  might  be 
fuggefted  to  us  by  the  accounAnis 
themfelves,  or  by  thofe  who  have 
an  intereft  or  trull  in  the  funds  out 
of  which  thefe  balances  muft  be 
paid.  To  this  end  we  examined 
the  Honourable  Charles  James 
Fox,  Efq.  and  John  Powell,  Efq. 


executors  of  the  late  Lord  Hol- 
land; Lady  Greenw'ch,  admini- 
flratrix  to  Mr.  Charles  Townfhend  ; 
Lord  North,  Mr.  Thomas  Town- 
fhend, Col.  George  John  Cooke, 
and  Mr.  Charles  Molloy,  devifees 
of  the  eilates  of  Mr.  Geo.  Cooke, 
late  paymafters  -  general  of  the 
forces. 

Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Powell  objec- 
ted to  the  payment  into  the  Ex- 
chequer of  fo  much  of  the  fam  of 
256,4561.  8s.  2d.  (being  the  ba- 
lance in  the  handj  of  Mr.  Powell 
as  executor  of  the  late  Lord  Hol- 
land) as  may  be  afrected  by  the 
d.?cifion  of  certain  fui"s  depending 
in  the  Court  of  Chancery.  The 
fum  that  may  be  fo  affeded,  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Powell's  account, 
amounts  to  73,149!.   los.  7d. 

The  ftate  of  tlie  proceedings  in 
thefe  fuits  is  fet  forth  in  Mr.  Pow- 
ell's information  :o  be  as  follows  : 
The  accounts  of  Mr.  Robert 
"Paris  Taylor,  one  of  the  deputy 
paymafters  to  Lord  Holland,  in 
Germany,  daring  the  late  war, 
were  examined  in  the  office  of  the 
auditors  of  the  impreft,  where  he 
is  furcharged  with  the  fum  of 
12,0521.  I3s.^  lod.  halfpenny, 
which  furcharge  he  controverts. 
In  the  beginning  of  laft  year,  the 
executors  of  Lord  Holland  com- 
menced two  actions  in  the  Court  of 
King's-Bench  againft  Mr.  Taylor, 
and  the  executors  and  devilees  of 
Peter  Taylor,  his  father,  who  was 
his  furety,  to  recover  the  fum  of 
28,1851.  9  s.  5d|,  being  the  ba- 
lance fuppofed  to  be  due  from  him 
upon  thefe  accounts,  in  which 
fum  the  furcharge  is  included.  As 
the  oueftion  in  thefe  caufes  ap- 
pears to  be,  whether  Mr.  Taylor 
was  indebted  to  tne  executors  of 
Lord  Holland  in  this  fum,  or  any 
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part  of  it,  the   balance  of  public 
money     in     Mr.    Powell's     hands 
ir.ight  be  incrcarcd,  but  could  not 
be    diminifhed    by    the    event    of 
thefe    aifticns ;  and    therefore    Mr. 
Powell  does  not  infill  upon  retain- 
ing    any    part  of  this    balance   to 
fecure    him    againlt    fuch     event ; 
but  Mr.  Taylor,  and  the  devifees 
of  Peter   Taylor,    foon  after  filed 
two  bills  in  the  Court  of  Chancery 
againfl  the  executors  of  Lord  Hol- 
Lind,  fuggeiling  errors,  and  pray- 
ing that  thefe    accounts    may    be 
taken. in  that  court.     Thefe  caufes 
have   not  yet  come  to  a  hearing ; 
but  the  ground    of  Mr.    Powell's 
claim  to  the  detention  of  this  fum 
of  73,149!.   10 s.  yd.  as   coUedied 
from  his  information,  and  the  let- 
ter of  his   folicitor,  appears  to  be 
this ;  that    fhould    an   account   be 
decreed,  every   item  in  Mr.  Tay- 
lor's accounts  will  be  open  to  liti- 
gation;   and    Mr.  Taylor   having 
charged  himfelf,  before  the  audi- 
tors ot  the   imprefl,  with  the   fum 
of  786,357  guilders,  and  g  ilivers, 
which  is   73,149!.    10  s.  7d.    fter- 
ling,  as  a  pront  to  the  public  arif- 
ir.g  on   money  tranlaftions    in    his 
department    as    deputy  paymafter, 
may    fuggeft,    in  the    progrefs    of 
thefe    caufes,    that    he    has   erro- 
ji.eoufiy  charged  himfelf  with  this 
fum ;    and    therefore    Mr.  Powell 
claims  to  retain  it  in  his  hands,  to 
guard  againft  the  confequences  of  a 
poiTible  decilion  upon  this  fum  in 
Xvlr.  Taylor's  favour. 

Subjefts  under  litigation  in  a 
court  of  juftice  Ihould  not  be  ex- 
amined elfewhere  vviihoat  an  ab- 
fcluce  necefiity,  and  not  even  then 
but  with  great  caution.  This 
point  coming  thus  incidentally 
before  us,  in  the  progrefs  of  an  en- 
G^jlry    within    our    province^    we 


may,    without    impropriety,     ven- 
ture to  fay,   that   in   our  opinion, 
the  bare  polTibility  that  Mr.  Tay- 
lor may,   in  the   Court   of  Chan- 
cery, object  to,  and  be  difchafged 
of  a  fum   he  has   charged  himlelf 
with    before    the    auditors    of   the 
imprell,  and  which  he  was  bound 
by  his  inftrudlions  to  charge  him- 
felf with,  as  a  profit  to  the  public, 
and  to  which,  for  aught  that  ap- 
pears to  us,  he  has  never  yet  ob- 
jedled,   but  has,   on  the   contrary, 
in   part  applied  to  the   ufe  of  the 
public,    is   not  a    fufiicient    reafoa 
for  permitting  the  fum  of  73,149!. 
I  OS.  7d.  to  continue  in  the  hands 
of  the  executors  of  Lord  Holland, 
until    two   fuits  in    chancery,    not 
yet    heard,    praying     an     account 
may  be   taken   of  the   receipt    of 
913,405!.  6  s.  2d|:,  and  of  the  ex- 
penditure of  878,0081.    i8s.   1  ^d, 
during  upwards  of  four  years  of  the 
late  war  in  Germany,  fhall  be  finally 
determined  in  the  court. 

Lady  Greenwich,  Lord  North, 
Mr.  Thomas  Townfhcnd,  Colonel 
Cooke,  and  Mr.  Molloy,  do  not 
objeft  to  the  payment  into  the  Ex- 
chequer of  their  balances ;  nor  do 
Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Powell,  as  the 
refidue  of  Lord  Holland's  balance, 
upon  feverally  receiving  their 
quietus,  or  a  fecurity  equivalent 
thereto. 

Where  accounts  mufl:  be  pafled 
by  the  auditors  of  the  impreit,  the 
payments  into  the  Exchequer, 
made  by  the  accountants,  before 
the  final  adjuftment,  are  payments 
upon  account  only ;  but  ihould 
thefe  accountants  be  dire£led  to 
pay  in  their  full  balances,  they 
v/iil  be  entitled  to,  and  ought  iri 
-juflicc  to  leceive,  a  fecurity  and 
indemnification  againft  all  claims 
and  payments  whatever,   to  which 
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the  btlances  in  their  hands  were 
fubjed;  the  fund  poffefled  by  the 
paymafter  in  office  being  fubflitut- 
ed  in  the  place  of  thefe  balances,  to 
anfvver  fuch  future  claims  and  de- 
mands, the  accountant  himfelf  will 
ftand  liable  only  to  the  errors  and 
omiffions  that  may  be  difcovered  in 
the  examination  of  his  accounts, 
in  the  office  appointed  for  audit- 
ing them  :  fhould  there  be  errors, 
he  may  either  pay  the  balance  to, 
or  receive  it  from,  the  paymafter 
in  office,  according  as  it  may  be 
determined;  then,  and  not  before, 
he  will  be  entitled  to  his  quietus, 
which  being  the  formal  official  dif- 
charge  of  every  public  accountant, 
cannot  but  be  fubfequent  to  the 
complete  examination,  and  the 
payment  of  the  balance,  if  any, 
according  to  the  final  adjuftment  of 
his  accounts. 

Having,  therefore,  not  heard, 
either  from  the  accountants  them- 
felves,  or  from  thofe  who  may  be 
interelled  in  our  decifions,  any 
reafons  to  alter  our  opinion,  we 
conceive  that  the  balance  of  pub- 
lic money  now  remaining  in  the 
hands  of  John  Powell,  Efq.  as  the 
only  acling  executor  of  Lord  Hol- 
land ;  and  in  the  hands  of  Lady 
Greenwich,  as  adminiftratrix  to 
Mr.  Charles  Townfhend,  late 
paymafter  of  the  forces ;  and  in 
the  hands  of  lord  North,  and  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Townfhend,  as  late 
paymafters  of  the  forces,  each 
jointly  with  Mr.  George  Cooke, 
deceafed,  ought  to  be  paid  into 
the  Exchequer,  to  be  applied  to 
the  public  fervice ;  and  that  fuch 
payments  fhould  be  without  pre- 
judice, and  a  proper  fecurity  and 
indemnification  be  given  to  each 
cf  them  againll  any  lols  or  detri- 


ment that  may  accrue  to  them  in 
confequence  of  fuch  payment. 

During  the  courie  of  this  inqui- 
ry, two  circumftances  engaged  our 
obfervation. 

Fir  ft,  the  injury  fuftained  by 
the  public  from  not  having  the 
ufe  of  the  money  remaining  in  the 
hands  of  the  paymafters  of  the 
forces  after  they  have  quitted  the 
office.  We  procured  from  the  pay- 
office,  accounts  of  the  balances 
and  fums  received  and  paid  every 
year,  by  each  of  thefe  paymafters, 
fince  they  feverally  went  out  of 
office.  A  computation  of  intereft- 
at  four  per  cent,  per  annum,  upon 
thefe  balances  every  year,  from 
fix  months  after  they  feverally  re- 
figned  the  office,  proves  that  the 
lofs  by  the  money  left  in  the  hands 
of  Lord  Holland  amounts,  at  fim- 
ple  iniereft,  to  248,394!.  13  s.  of 
Mr.  Charles  Townfhend,  to 
24,247!.  3  s.  of  Lord  North  and 
Mr.  Cooke,  to  18,775!.  ^s.  of 
Mr.  Cooke  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Townftiend,  to  3>4l9l.  15  s.  To- 
tal, 294,8361.  14  s. 

Such  has  been  the  lofs  fuftained 
by  the  public.  Much  does  it  be- 
hove them  to  guard  againlt  the 
poffibility  of  the  like  evil  for  the 
future.  If  there  exifts  in  govern- 
ment no  power  to  compel  an  ac- 
countant to  difclofe  his  balance, 
and  to  deliver  back  to  the  public 
what  their  fervice  does  not  require 
he  fhould  detain,  it  is  time  fuch  a 
power  was  created.  If  it  does 
exift,  the  public  good  requires  it 
fhould  be  conftantly  exerted,  with- 
in a  reafonable  limited  time  after 
an  accouataut  has  quitted  his  0^ 
fice. 

Secondly,  The  otlier  circuni- 
ftancc  thai  claimed   our  attention 
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is,  the  delay  in  palTtr.g  the  ac- 
counts of  the  paymallers  of  the 
forces. 

The  making  up  and  pafling 
thefe  accounts  is  the  concern  of 
three  different  parties ;  the  pay- 
mailer,  whofe  accounts  they  are; 
the  pay-office,  where  they  are 
made  up ;  and  the  auditors  office, 
where  they  are  pafled.  The  firil: 
ftep  muft  be  taken  by  the  pay-office; 
there  the  accounts  muft  be  made 
up,  and  from  thence  fent  with  the 
vouchers  to  the  auditors  office,  be- 
fore they  can  be  examined.  Near 
forty-fix  millions  were  iil'ued  to 
Lord  Holland ;  his  final  account 
was  not  delivered  into  the  audi- 
tors office  until  feven  years  after 
his  refignation.  About  two  mil- 
lions were  ifllied  to  Mr.  Charles 
Townfhend ;  his  final  account  was 
not  delivered  until  eleven  years 
after  his  refignation.  Near  two 
millions  were  iflued  to  Lord  North 
and  Mr.  Cooke ;  their  final  ac- 
count was  not  delivered  until  twelve 
years  after  their  refignation.  Five 
hundred  and  feventy  thoufand 
pounds  were  ififued  to  Mr.  Cooke 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Townfhend ; 
their  only  account  was  not  deliver- 
ed until  eleven  years  after  their 
refignation. 

In  the  office  of  the  auditors  of 
the  imprjft,  the  cuftom  of  not 
paffing  the  accounts  of  a  fuccefTor, 
until  the  predecelTors  are  com- 
pleted, is  a  caufe  of  delay.  A 
difpute  with  a  deputy  flops  Lord 
Holland's  accounts;  but  thar  can 
be  no  reafon  for  delaying  one  mo- 
ment the  accounts  cf  his  fuccef- 
fors  ;  they  depend  not  upon,  nor 
are  connedled  wiih  each  other.  It 
is  regular  to  examine  and  pafs  ac- 
counts in  order  of  time;    but  in 


the  cafe  of  the  paymafler's  ac- 
counts, convenience,  both  public 
and  private,  will  warrant  a  devia- 
tion from  this  rule.  Every  ac- 
countant has  a  material  interelt 
that  his  accounts  fhould  be  pafled 
with  difpatch ;  the  quiet  of  him - 
feif,  his  family,  and  fortune.  It 
is  not  unrealbnable  to  prefume, 
that  taking  from  an  accountant  his 
balance,  may  be  a  means  of  expe- 
diting the  palling  of  his  accounts  ; 
whillt  he  holds  a  large  fum  in  his 
hands,  he  may  be  lefs  anxious  to 
come  to  a  final  adjuftment,  lefsf 
eager  to  procure  a  quietus,  the 
condition  of  which  is  the  depriving 
himfelf  of  that  balance. 

We  are  proceeding  to  examine 
the  fum  in  the  hands  of  the  pay- 
mafter  general  of  the  forces  in  of- 
fice; but  finding,  from  the  varie- 
ty and  extent  of  his  rranfadlions, 
it  will  require  a  confiderable  time 
before  we  can  obtain  the  know- 
ledge necefTary  for  forming  a  re- 
port, we  judged  it  moft  confonant 
to  the  fpirit  and  intention  of  the 
ad,  that  regulates  our  conduft,  to 
fubmit,  with  all  the  difpatch  in 
our  power,  to  the  vvifdom  of  the 
legiflature,  the  confideration  of  a 
fum  of  public  money  of  fuch  mag- 
nitude as  that  now  remaining  in 
the  pofleffion  of  the  paymafters  ge- 
neral of  the  forces  out  of  office. 

Guy  Carleton,  (L.S.) 
T.  Anguish,  (L.S.) 

A.  PiGGOT,  (L.S.) 

Richard  Neave,  (L.S.) 
Sam.  Beachcroft,  (L.S.) 
Geo.  Drummond,      (L.S.) 

Office  of  Accounts,  Bell- 
yard,  9th  April  1781. 
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Authentic  Copies  of  the  Preliminary 
Articles  of  Peace,  between  his 
Britannic  Majejly,  and  the  Moji 
Chrijiian  King,  his  MoJi  Catho- 
lic Majcfly,  and  the  United  States 
of  America.  Signed  at  l^erfailles, 
the  20th  of  January,  I783. 

Tratif.ation  of  the  Preliminary  Ar- 
ticles of  Peace,  bet-vjeen  his  Bri- 
tannic Majejiy,  and  the  Mojt  Cbrif- 
tian  King.  Signed  at  Verfailles, 
the  zoth  of  January,  1 783. 

In  the    Name  of  the    Most 
Holy  Trinity. 

TH  E  King  of  Great  Britain 
and  the  Moft  Chriuian  King, 
equally  animated  with  a  defire  of 
putting  an  end  to  the  calamities  of 
a  deltruftive  war,  and  of  re-eftab- 
lilhmg  union  and  good  under- 
ftanding  between  them,  as  necef- 
fary  for  the  good  of  mankind  in 
general  as  for  that  of  their  refpec- 
tive  kingdoms,  ftates,  and  fub- 
jeds,  have  named  for  this  purpofe, 
viz.  on  the  part  of  his  Britannic 
Majelly  Mr.  AUeyne  Fitz-Her- 
bert  minifter  plenipotentiary  of 
his  faid  Majeity  the  King  of  Great 
Britain ;  and  on  the  part  of  his 
Molt  Chriftian  Majefty,  Charles 
Gravier,  Comte  de  Vergcnnes, 
counfellor  in  all  his  councils, 
commander  of  his  orders,  coun- 
fellor of  rtate,  minifter  and  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate,  and  of  the  commands 
and  financ«s  of  his  faid  Majefty, 
for  the  department  of  foreign  af- 
fairs ;  who,  after  having  duly 
communicated  to  each  other  their 
full  powers  in  good  form,  have 
agreed  on  the  following  Prelimi- 
nary Articles : 

Article  I.  As  foon  as  the 
preliminaries  fhall  be  figned  and 
ratiiied,  fincere  friendfhip  ihall  be 


re-eftablifhed  between  his  Britan- 
nic Majefty,  and  his  Moft  Chrif- 
tian Majefty,  their  kingdoms, 
ftates,  and  fubjefts  by  fea  and  by 
land,  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 
Orders  ftiall  be  fent  to  the  armies 
and  fquadrons,  as  well  as  to  the 
fubjects,  of  the  two  powers,  to 
ftop  all  hoftilities,  and  to  live  in 
the  moft  perfecEl  union,  forgetting 
what  is  pafled,  of  which  their  fo- 
vereigns  give  them  the  order  and 
example.  And,  for  the  execution 
of  this  article,  fea-pafTes  ftiall  be 
given  on  each  fide  for  the  fhips 
which  Ihall  be  difpatched  to  carry 
the  news  of  it  to  the  pofleffions  of 
the  faid  powers. 

Art.  II.  His  Majefty  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  lliall  preferve  in 
full  right  the  ifland  of  Newfound- 
land, and  the  adjacent  iflands,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  whole  was 
ceded  to  him  by  the  thirteenth  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  fave 
the  exceptions  which  ftiall  be  fti- 
pulated  by  the  fifth  article  of  the 
prefent  treaty. 

Art.  III.  His  Moft  Chriftian 
Majefty,  in  order  to  prevent  quar- 
rels which  have  hitherto  arifen  be- 
tween the  two  nations  of  England 
and  France,  renounces  the  right 
of  filhing,  which  belongs  to  him 
by  virtue  of  the  faid  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  from  Cape  Bo- 
navifta  to  Cape  St.  John,  fituated 
on  the  eaftern  coaft  of  Newfound- 
land, in  about  50  degrees  of  north 
latitude ;  whereby  tlie  French 
fiftiery  fhall  commence  at  the  faid 
Cape  St.  John,  Ihall  go  round  by 
the  North,  and,  going  down  the 
weftern  coaft  of  the  iftand  of  New- 
foundland, (hall  have  for  boun- 
dary the  place  called  Cape  Raye, 
fituated  in  47  degrees  50  minutes 
latitude, 

Art.  IV. 
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Art.  IV.  The  French  fiflier- 
men  fliall  enjoy  the  fifhery  afligned 
them  by  the  foregoing  article,  as 
they  have  a  right  to  enjoy  it  by 
virtue  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht. 

Art.  V.  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty  will  cede  in  full  right  to  his 
Moll  ChrilHan  Majeity  the  iflands 
of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon. 

Art.  VI.  With  regard  to  the 
right  of  hihing  in  the  gulph  of  St. 
Laurence,  the  French  fhall  con- 
tinue to  enjoy  it  conformably  to 
the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Paris. 

Art.  VII.  The  king  of  Great 
Britain  fhall  rellore  to  France  the 
ifland  of  St.  Lucia,  and  (hall  cede 
and  guarantee  to  her  that  of  To- 
bago. 

Art.VIIL    The  Moft  Chrif- 
tian   King   (hall    reftore   to    Great 
Britain  the  iflands  of  Grenada  and 
die  Grenadines,  St,  Vincent,  Do- 
minica,   St.  Chriftopher's,    Nevis, 
and  Montferrat ;  and  the  fortreffes 
of  thofe  iflands  conquered  by  the 
arms  of  Great  Britain  and  by  thofe 
of  France,  ftiall  be  rellored  in  the 
iame  condition  in  which  they  were 
when   the    conquell   of  them   was 
made,   provided    that  the  term  of 
eighteen  months,  to   be  computed 
from  the  time   of   the   ratiflcatioB 
of  the    definitive    treaty,   fhall   be 
granted  to    the   refpeclive  fubjefts 
of  the    Crowns    of  Great  Britain 
and  France,  who  may  have  fettled 
rn  the  faid    iflands,   and    in   other 
places  which  fhall  be  reltored    by 
the  definitive   treaty,    to  fell  their 
efiates,    recover   their    debts,   and 
to  tranfport  their  efFefts  and  retire 
without   being   reftrained,    on   ac- 
count   of    their   religion,    or    any 
other  whatever,  except  in  cafes  of 
debt  or  of  criminal  profecutions. 
Art.  IX.     The  King  of  Great 


Britain  fhall  cede  and  guarantee- 
in  full  right  to  his  mofl:  Chriflian 
Majefly  the  river  of  Senegal  and 
its  dependencies,  with  the  forts  of 
St.  Louis,  Podor,  Galam,  Arguin 
and  Portendu.  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jefly  fliall  reflore,  likewife,  the 
ifland  of  Goree,  which  fhall  be 
given  up  in  the  condition  in  which 
it  was  when  the  Britifh  arms  took 
poflTeflion  of  it. 

Art.  X.  The  Mofl  Chriftian 
King  fhall,  on  his  fide,  guarantee 
to  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  the  pofTefTion  of  Fort  James 
and  of  the  river  Gambia. 

Art.  XI.  In  order  to  prevent 
all  difcuffions  in  that  part  of  the 
world,  the  two  courts  fhall  agree, 
either  by  the  definitive  treaty,  or 
by  a  feparate  ad,  upon  the  boun- 
daries to  be  fixed  to  their  refpec- 
tive  pofleflions.  The  gum  trade 
fhall  be  carried  on  in  future  as  the 
Englifh  and  French  nations  carried 
it  on  before  the  year  1755. 

Art.  XII.  In  regard  to  the 
reft  of  the  coafts  of  Africa,  the 
fubjefts  of  both  powers  fhall  con- 
tinue to  frequent  them,  according 
to  the  cuftom  which  has  prevailed 
hitherto. 

A  R  T .  XIII.  The  King  of  Great 
Britain  fliall  reflore  to  his  Moll 
Chriftian  Majeily  all  the  eftablifli- 
ments  which  belonged  to  him  at 
the  commencement  of  the  prefent 
war  on  the  coaft  of  Orixa,  and  in 
Bengal,  with  liberty  to  furround 
Chandernagor  with  a  ditch  for 
draining  the  waters ;  and  his  Bri- 
tannic Majefly  engages  to  take 
fuch  meafures  as  may  be  in  his 
power  for  fecuring  to  the  fubjeds 
of  France  in  that  part  of  India,  as 
alfo  on  the  coaft  of  Orixa,  Coro- 
mandel,  and  Malabar,  a  fafe,  free, 
and   independent    trade,    fuch    as 
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was  carried  on  by  the  late  French 
Eaft  India  company,  whether  it 
be  carried  on  by  them  as  indivi- 
duals or  as  a  company. 

Art.  XIV.  Pondicherry,  as 
well  as  Karical,  fhall  Hkewife  be 
reftored,  and  guaranteed  to  France  ; 
and  his  Britannic  Majelly  fliall 
procure,  to  ferve  as  a  dependency 
round  Pondicherry,  the  two  di- 
Itridls  of  Valanour  and  Bahour; 
and  as  a  dependency  round  Kari- 
cal, the  four  contiguous  Magans. 

Art.  XV.  France  fhall  again 
enter  into  poffeffion  of  Mahe,  and 
of  the  Comptoir  at  Sarat:  and 
the  French  Ihall  carry  on  com- 
merce in  this  part  of  India  con- 
formably to  the  principles  laid 
down  in  the  thirteenth  article  of 
this  treaty. 

Art.  XVI.  In  cafe  France  has 
allies  in  India,  they  fliall  be  in- 
vited, as  well  as  thofe  of  Great 
Britain,  to  accede  to  the  prefent 
pacification ;  and  for  that  purpofe 
a  term  of  four  months,  to  be  com- 
puted from  the  day  on  which  the 
propofal  fhall  be  made  to  them, 
fnall  be  allowed  them  to  make 
their  decifion ;  and  in  cafe  of  re- 
fufal  on  their  part,  their  Britannic 
and  Moft  Chrillian  Majefties  agree 
not  to  give  them  any  alfiftance,  di- 
reflly  or  indiredlly,  again  ft  the 
Britifh  or  French  poflcfTions,  or 
againft  the  ancient  pofTeflions  of 
their  refpeftive  allies;  and  their 
faid  MajclHes  fliall  offer  them  their 
good  offices  towards  a  mutual  zc-r 
commodation. 

Art.  XVII.  The  King  of 
Great  Britain,  defirous  of  giving 
his  Mofl  Chrillian  Majelly  a  hnceie 
proof  of  reconciliation  and  friend- 
Ihip,  and  of  contributing  to  the 
folidity  of  the  peace  which  is  on 
the  point  of  being   re-eftablilhed. 


will  confent  to  the  abrogation  and 
fuppreffion  of  all  the  articles  rela- 
tive to  Dunkirk,  from  the  treaty 
of  peace  concluded  at  Utrecht  in 
1713,  inclufively  to  this  time. 

Art.  XVIII.  By  the  defini- 
tive treaty,  all  thofe  which  have 
exifled  till  now  between  the  two 
high  contrafling  parties,  and 
which  fhall  not  have  been  dero- 
gated from  either  by  the  faid 
treaty,  or  by  the  prefent  prelimi- 
nary treaty,  fhall  be  renewed  and 
confirmed ;  and  the  two  courts 
fliall  name  commiffioners  to  inquire 
into  the  flate  of  commerce  between 
the  two  nations,  in  order  to  agret 
upon  new  arrangements  of  trade, 
on  the  footing  of  reciprocity  and 
mutual  convenience. — The  faid 
two  courts  fhall  together  amicably 
fix  a  competent  term  for  the  dura- 
tion of  that  bufmefs. 

Art.  XIX.  All  the  countries 
and  territories  which  may  have 
been,  or  which  may  be,  con- 
quered in  any  part  of  the  world 
whatfoever,  by  the  arms  of  his 
Britannic  Majefly,  or  by  thofe  of 
liis  Moft  Chriftian  Majefly,  and 
which  are  not  included  in  the 
prefent  articles,  fhall  be  reftored, 
without  difliculty,  and  without 
requiring  compeniation. 

Art.  XX.  As  it  is  necelTary 
to  affign  a  fixed  epoch  for  the  ref- 
titutions  and  the  evacuations  to 
be  made  by  each  of  the  high  con- 
trafting  parties,  it  is  agreed,  that 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  fhall 
caufe  to  be  evacuated  the  iflands 
of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon,  three 
months  after  the  ratification  of  the 
definitive  treaty,  or  fboner  if  it  caa 
be  done;  St.  Lucia  in  the  Wefl 
Indies,  and  Gorec  in  Africa,  three 
months  after  the  ratification  of  the 
definitive    treaty,   or  fooner   if   ic 

can 
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can  be  done.  The  King  of  Great 
Britain  fhall,  in  like  manner,  at 
the  end  of  three  months  after  the 
ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty, 
or  fooner  if  it  can  be  done,  enter 
again  into  poffeffion  of  the  iflands 
of  Grenada,  the  Grenadines,  St. 
Vincent,  Dominica,  St.  Chrillo- 
phcr's,  Nevis,  and  IVIontferrat. 

France  (hall  be  put  into  poflef- 
iion  of  the  towns  and  comptoirs, 
which  are  reftored  to  her  in  the 
Eaft  Indies,  and  of  the  territories 
which  are  procured  for  her,  to 
ferve  as  dependencies  round  Pon- 
dicherry,  and  round  Karical,  fix 
months  after  the  ratification  of 
the  definitive  treaty,  or  fooner  if 
it  can  be  done. 

France  fliall,  at  the  end  of  the 
fame  term  of  fix  months,  reftorc 
the  towns  and  territories  which 
her  arms  may  have  taken  from  the 
Englifli  or  their  allies  in  the  Eaft- 
Indies. 

In  confequence  whereof,  the  ne- 
ceffary  orders  (hall  be  fent  by  each 
of  the  high  contracting  parties, 
with  reciprocal  pafiports  for  the 
fhips  which  (hall  carry  them,,  im- 
mediately after  the  ratification  of 
the  definitive  treaty. 

Art.  XXI.  The  prifoners  made 
refpeftively  by  the  arms  of  his 
Britannic  Majefty,  and  his  Mofl: 
Chriftian  Majefty,  by  land  and  by 
fea,  fhall  be  reftored  reciprocally, 
and  bona  fide,  immediately  after 
the  ratification  of  the  definitive 
treaty,  without  ranfom,  and  on 
paying  the  debts  they  may  have 
contracted  during  their  captivity ; 
and  each  crown  fhall  refpeftively 
reimburfe  the  fums  which  fhall 
have  been  advanced  for  the  fub- 
fiftence  and  maintenance  of  their 
prifoners,  by  the  fovereign  of  the 


country  where  they  fhall  have  been 
detained,  according  to  the  receipts 
and  attefted  accounts,  and  other 
authentic  tiles  which  fhall  be  pro- 
duced on  each  fide. 

Art.  XXII.  In  order  to  pre- 
vent all  caufcs  of  complaint  and 
difpute  which  may  arife  on  ac- 
count of  prizes  which  may  be 
made  at  fea  after  the  figning  of 
thefe  preliminary  articles,  it  is 
reciprocally  agreed,  that  the  vef- 
fels  and  efi^ecls,  which  may  be 
taken  in  the  channel  and  the 
north  feas,  after  the  fpace  of 
twelve  days,  to  be  computed  from 
the  ratification  of  the  prefent  pre- 
liminary articles,  fhall  be  reftored 
on  each  fide.  That  the  term  Ihall 
be  one  month  from  the  channel 
and  north  feas,  as  far  as  the  Ca- 
nary iflands,  inclufively,  whether 
in  the  ocean  or  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean. Two  months  from  the  faid 
Canary  iflands,  as  far  as  the  equi- 
n0(fl;ial  line  or  equator ;  and  laftly, 
five  months  in  all  ether  parts  of 
the  world,  without  any  exception 
or  any  other  more  particular  de- 
fcription  of  time  and  place. 

Art.  XXIII.  The  ratification 
of  the  prefent  preliminary  articles, 
fhall  be  expedited  in  good  and  due 
form,  and  exchanged  in  the  fpace 
of  one  month,  or  fooner  if  it  can 
be  done,  to  be  computed  from  the 
day  of  the  fignature  of  the  prefent 
articles. 

In  witnefs  whereof,  we,  the  un- 
derwritten minifters  plenipotenti- 
ary of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  and 
of  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majpfty,  by 
virtue  of  our  refpedive  full  pow- 
ers^ have  figned  the  prefent  preli- 
minary articles,  and  have  caufed 
the  feal  of  our  arms  to  be  put 
thereto. 

Done 
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Done  at  Verfailles,  the  20th  day 
of  January,  1783. 
(L.  S.) 

Alleyne  Fitz-herbert. 
(L.  S.) 

G  R  A  V  I  E  R   de  V  E  R  C  E  N  N  E  S. 


^raTiJlation  of  the  Preliminary  Ar- 
ticles of  Peace,  betvjeen  his  Bri- 
tannic Majejly,  and  the  Moji  Ca- 
tholic King.  Signed  at  Verfailles, 
the  ZOth  of  January,  1783. 

In   the  Name    of   the    Most 
Holy  Trin ity. 

THE  King  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  King  of  Spain,  equally 
animated  with  a  defire  of  putting 
an  end  to  the  calamities  of  a  de- 
itrudtive  war,  and  of  re-eftabliOi- 
ing  union  and  good  underltanding 
between  them,  as  neceflary  for 
the  good  of  mankind  in  general, 
as  for  that  of  their  refpeftive  king- 
doms, ftates,  and  fubjects,  have 
named  for  this  purpofe,  viz.  on 
the  part  of  his  Majeity  the  King 
of  Great  Britain,  Mr.  Alleyne 
Fitz-Herbert,  minifter  plenipoten- 
tiary of  his  faid  Majefty,  and  on 
the  part  of  his  Majeily  the  King 
of  Spain,  Don  Peter  Paul  Abarea 
de  Bolea  Ximines  d'Urnea,  &c. 
Count  of  Aranda  and  Caflel  Flo- 
rido.  Marquis  of  Torres,  of  Vil- 
lanan  and  JKupit,  Vifcount  of  Ru- 
eda  and  Yoch,  Baron  of  the  Ba- 
ronies of  Gavin,  Sietano,  Clamo- 
fa,  Enipol,  Trazmoz,  La  Mata 
de  Caftil,  Viego,  Antillon,  La 
Almolda,  Cortes,  Jorva,  St.  Ge- 
nis,  Robovillet,  Oreau,  and  St. 
Colom  de  Fames,  Lord  of  the 
Tenance,  and  lionour  of  Alcala- 
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ten,  the  Valley  of  Rodellar,  the 
caftles  and  towns  of  Maella,  Me- 
fones,  Tiurana,  de  Villap'ana, 
Taradell,  and  Viladran,  &c.  Rico 
Hombre  in  Aragon,  by  birth. 
Grandee  of  Spain  of  the  firA  clafs. 
Knight  of  the  order  of  the  Golden 
Fleece,  and  of  that  of  the  Holy 
Gboft,  Gentleman  of  the  King's 
Bed-chamber  in  Employment,  Cap- 
tain-general of  his  Armies,  and 
his  AmbalTador  to  his  Moll  Chrif- 
tian  Majeily,  who,  after  having 
duly  communicated  to  each  other 
their  full  powers  in  good  form, 
have  agreed  on  the  following  Pre- 
liminary Articles : 

Article  I.  As  foon  as  the 
preliminaries  fhall  be  figned  and 
ratified,  fincere  friendfhip  fliall  be 
ellabHlhed  between  his  Britannic 
Majeily  and  his  Catholic  Majeily, 
their  kingdoms.  Hates,  and  fub- 
jeds,  by  fea  and  by  land,  in  all 
parts  of  the  world.  Orders  fhall 
be  fent  to  the  armies  and  fqua- 
drons,  as  well  as  to  the  fubjeds 
of  the  two  powers,  to  flop  all  hof- 
tilitics,  and  to  live  in  the  moll 
perfed  union,  forgetting  what  has 
pafTed,  of  which  their  foyeieigns 
give  them  the  order  and  example; 
and  for  the  execution  of  this  ar- 
ticle, fea-pafTes  fhall  be  given  on 
each  fide  for  the  Ihips  which  lliall 
be  difpatched  to  carry  the  news  of 
it  to  tlie  poflelTions  of  the  faid 
powers. 

Art.  H.  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jeily fhall  keep  the  illand  of  Mi- 
norca. 

Art.  HL  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jeily lliall  cede  to  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jeily Eall  Florida,  and  his  Catho- 
lic Majeily  Ihall  keep  Well  Flo- 
rida, provided  that  the  term  of 
eighteen  monthsj  to  be  computed 

from 
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from  the  time  of  the  ratification 
of  the  definitive  treaty,  fliall  be 
granted  to  the  fubjt«5ls  of  his  Bri- 
tannic Majelly  who  are  fettled  as 
well  in  the  illand  of  Minorca  as 
in  the  two  Floridas,  to  fell  their 
cftates,  recover  their  debts,  and 
to  tranfport  their  efFedls,  as  well 
as  their  perfons,  without  being 
reltrained  on  account  of  their  reli- 
gion, or  under  any  other  pretence 
whatfoever,  except  that  of  debts 
and  criminal  prcfecutions ;  and 
his  Britannic  Majelty  fhall  have 
power  to  caufe  all  the  effcdls  that 
may  belong  to  him  in  Eaft  Florida, 
whether  artillery  or  others,  to  be 
carried  away. 

Art.  IV.  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jefty  fhall  not,  for  the  future,  fufFer 
the  fubjedts  of  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty,  or  their  workmen,  to  be 
dillurbed  or  molefled,  under  any 
pretence  vvhatloever,  in  their  oc- 
cupation of  cutting,  loading  and 
carrying  away  logwood,  in  a  di- 
ilrift  of  which  the  boundaries 
ihall  be  fixed,  and  for  this  pur- 
pofe  they  may  build  without  hin- 
drance, and  occupy  without  in- 
terruption, the  houfes  and  maga- 
zines neceffary  for  them,  for  their 
families,  and  for  their  efFefts,  in  a 
place  to  be  agreed  upon,  either 
in  the  definitive  treaty,  or  within 
fix  months  after  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications;  and  his  faid  Ca- 
tholic Majefty  afTures  to  them,  by 
this  article,  the  entire  enjoyment 
of  what  is  above  ftipulated ;  pro- 
vided that  thefe  ftipulations  fhall 
not  be  confidered  as  deroo;atory  in 
any  refpeft  from  the  rights  of  his 
fovereignty. 

Art.  V.      His   Catholic    Ma- 

jefty  fhall  rellore  to  Great  Britain 

the  iflands  of  Providence  and  the 

Bahamas,  without  exception,  in  the 
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fame  condition  in  which  they  were, 
.when  they  were  conquered  by  the 
arms  of  the  King  of  Spain. 

Art.  VI.  All  the  countries 
and  territories  which  may  have 
been,  or  may  be  conquered  in 
any  part  of  the  world  whatfoever, 
by  the  arms  of  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jelly, or  by  thole  of  his  Catholic 
Majefty,  and  which  are  not  in- 
cluded in  our  prefcnt  articles, 
fhall  be  reftored  without  difficulty, 
and  without  requiring  compenfa- 
tions. 

Art.  VII.  By  the  definitive 
treaty,  all  thofe  which  have  ex- 
illed  I'll  now  between  the  two  high 
contrafting  parties,  and  which  fhall 
not  be  derogated  from  either  by 
the  faid  treaty,  or  by  the  prefent 
preliminary  treaty,  fhall  bs  re- 
newed and  confirmed;  and  the  two 
courts  fhall  name  commiflioners 
to  enquire  into  the  f'tate  of  the 
commerce  between  the  two  na- 
tions, in  order  to  agree  upon  new 
arrangements  of  trade,  on  the 
footing  of  reciprocity  and  mutual 
convenience ;  and  the  two  faid 
courts  Ihall  together,  amicably  fix  a 
competent  term  for  the  duration  of 
that  bufinefs. 

Art.  VIII.  As  it  is  neceffary 
to  aflign  a  fixed  epoch  for  the  re- 
flitutions  and  evacuations  to  be 
made  by  each  of  the  high  contraft- 
ing  parties,  it  is  agreed.  That  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  fhall  caufe 
Eaft  Florida  to  be  evacuated,  three 
months  after  the  ratification  of  the 
definitive  treaty,  or  fooner  if  it  can 
be  done. 

The  King  of  Great  Britain  fhall 
likewife  enter  again  into  pofTelfion 
of  the  Bahama  iftands,  without  ex- 
ception, in  tli£  fpace  of  three  months 
after  the  ratification  of  the  defini- 
tive treaty. 
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In  confequence  whereof,  the  ne- 
ceflary  orders  (hall  be  fent  by  each 
of  the  high  contrafting  parties, 
with  reciprocal  pafTports  for  the 
ihips  which  fhall  carry  them,  im- 
mediately after  the  ratification  of 
the  definitive  treaty. 

Art.  IX.  The  prifoners  made 
refpeftively  by  the  arms  of  his 
Britannic  Majelly,  and  his  Ca- 
tholic Majefty,  by  fea  and  by 
land,  ihall,  immediately  after  the 
ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty, 
be  reciprocally  and  bona  fide  re- 
ftored  without  ranfom,  and  on 
paying  the  debts  they  may  have 
contradled  during  their  captivity, 
and  each  crown  fhall  refpeftively 
reimburfe  the  Turns  which  fhall 
have  been  advanced  for  the  iub- 
fiftence  and  maintenance  of  their 
prifoners  by  the  fovcreign  of  the 
country  where  they  (hall  have  been 
detained,  according  to  the  receipts 
and  attefted  accounts,  and  other 
authentic  titles  which  fhall  be  pro- 
duced on  each  fide. 

Art.  X.  In  order  to  prevent 
all  caufes  of  complaint  and  dif- 
pute,  which  may  ariie  on  account 
of  prizes  which  may  be  made  at  fea 
after  the  fjgning  of  thefe  prelimina- 
ry articles,  it  is  reciprocally  agreed 
that  the  fhips  and  eflects  which 
may  be  taken  in  the  channel,  or  in 
the  north  feas,  after  the  fpace  of 
twelve  days,  to  be  computed  from 
the  ratification  of  the  prefent  pre- 
liminary articles,  fhall  be  reftored 
on  each  fide. 

That  the  term  fhall  be  one 
month  from  the  channel,  and  the 
north  feas  as  far  as  the  Canary 
i  Hands  inclufively,  whether  in  the 
ocean  or  in  the  Mediterranean : 
two  months  from  the  faid  Canary 
iflands  as  far  as  the  equinodial 
line,  or  equator,  and,  laltly,  five 
Vol.  XXV. 


months  in  all  parts  of  the  world 
without  exception,  or  other  more 
defcription  of  time  and  place. 

Art.  XI.  The  ratifications  of 
the  prefent  preliminary  articles 
fhall  be  expedited  in  good  and  due 
form,  and  exchanged  in  the  fpace 
of  one  month,  or  fooner  if  it  can 
be  done,  to  be  computed  from  the 
day  of  the  fignature  of  the  prefent 
articles. 

In  witnefs  whereof,  we  the  un- 
der-written miniilers  plenipoten- 
tiary of  his  Britannic  Majefty  and 
of  his  Catholic  Majefty,  by  virtue 
of  our  refpeftive  powers,  have 
agreed  upon  and  figned  thefe  pre- 
liminary articles,  and  have  caufed 
the  feal  of  our  arms  to  be  put 
thereto. 

Done  at  Verfailles,  the  20th  day 
of  January,  1783. 

Alleyne  Fitzherbert,  (L.  S.) 
Le  Comte  D'Aranda,  (L.  S.) 


Articles  agreed  upon  by  and  betn.veen 
Richard  Ofwald,  Efq.  the  Com- 
mijjioner  of  his  Britannic  Majejiy 
for    treating   of    Peace    nuith    the 
Commifjioners  of  the  United  States 
o/"  America,  in   behalf  of  his  faid 
MajeJiy,    on    the     one  part,    and 
John  Adams,   Benjamin   Frank- 
lin,  John  Jay,  and  Henry  Lau- 
rens, four  of  the  Commifjioners  of 
the    faid   States  for    treating   of 
Peace  nuith  the  Commifjioner  of  his 
faid  h'lajefiy,  on  their   behalf   on 
the  other  part ;  to  be   tnferted   in 
and   to     conftitute    the    treaty     of 
Peace  propcfcd  to  be  concluded  be- 
t'-wccn   the  crovjn  of  Great    Bri- 
tain and  the  faid  United  States  ; 
but  '-which  Treaty  is  not  to  be  con- 
cluded until  Terms  of  a  Peace  Jhall 
be   agreed    upon    befween    Great 
Britain  and  France;  and  his  Bri- 
[-VJ  tannic 
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tannic  Majejlj  pall    he   ready  to 
ctnclude  juch  treaty  accordingly. 

WHEREAS  reciprocal  advan- 
tages and  mutual  conveni- 
ence are  found  by  experience  to 
form  the  only  permanent  founda- 
tion of  peace  and  friendfliip  be- 
tween ftates,  it  is   aereed  to  form 


into  the  River  St.  Lr.urence  from 
thofe  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  to  the  north -wefternmoft 
head  of  Connefticut  River,  thence 
down  along  the  middle  of  that  river 
to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  north 
latitude,  from  thence  by  a  line  due 
weft  on  faid  latitude,  until  it  ftrikes 
the  River  Iroquois  or  Cataraquy; 


the  articles  of  the  propofcd  treaty     thence  along  the  middle  of  faid  ri- 
on  fuch  principles  of  liberal  equity     vtr  into  Lake  Ontario,   thro'    the 


and  riciprocity,  as  that  partial  ad- 
vantages, thofe  feeds  of  difcord,  be- 
ing excluded,  fuch  a  beneficial  and 
fatisfadory  intercourfe  between  the 
two  countries  may  be  eftabliflied  as 


middle  of  faid  lake,  until  it  ftrikes 
the  communication  by  water  between 
that  lake  and  lake  Erie;  thence 
along  the  middle  of  faid  communica- 
tion into  lake  Erie,  through  the  mid- 


to  promife  and  fecure  to  both  per-     die  of  faid  lake  until  it  arrives  at  the 


petual  peace  and  harmony. 

Art.  1.  His  Britannic  Majef- 
ty  acknowledges  the  faid  United 
States,  viz.  New  Hampfliire,  Maf- 
fachufets  Bay,  Rhode  liland,  and 
Providence  Plantations,  Connec- 
ticut, New  York,  New  jerfey, 
Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Mary- 
land, ^Virginia,    North     Carolina, 


water  communication  between  that 
lake  and  Lake  Huron;  thence  along 
the  middle  of  faid  water  communi- 
cation into  the  Lake  Huron;  thence 
through  the  middle  of  faid  lake  to 
the  water  communication  between 
that  lake  and  Lake  Superior;  thence 
through  Lake  Superior,  northward 
of  the  Jfles  Royal  and  Phelipeaux, 


South   Carolina,  and    Georgia,    to     to  the  Long  Lake,  thence  through 
be  Free,  Sovereign,  and  Indepen-     the  middle  of  faid  Long  Lake,  and 


dent  States ;  that  he  treats  with 
them  as  fuch;  and  for  himfelf, 
his  heirs,  and  fucceffors,  relinquifhes 
all  claim  to  the  government,  pro- 
priety, and  territorial  rights  of 
the  fame,  and  every  part  thereof: 
md  that  all  difputes  v/hich  might 


the  water  communication  between 
it  and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  to 
the  faid  Lake  of  the  Woods ; 
thence  through  the  faid  lake  to  the 
moft  north-weftern  point  thereof, 
and  from  thence  on  a  due  weft 
courfe    to    the   River    Milfillippi: 


arife  in   future,   on  the  fubjedl  of  thence  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along 

the  boundaries  of  the  faid  United  the  middle  of  the  faid  River  Mii- 

States,    may    be    prevented,    it    is  fiflippi,   until    it   fhall  interfeft  the 

hereby   agreed   and   declared   that  northernmoft  part    of    the  thirty- 

the  following  are  and  ihall  be  their  firft    degree     of    north     latitude, 

boundaries,  viz.  South,   by  a  line  to  be  drawn  due 

Art.  n.     From  the  north-weft  eaft  from  the  determination  of  the 

,ingle   of  ^  Nova    Scotia,  viz.   that  line  laft-mentioned,  in  the  latitude 

angle  which   is  formed  by  a   line  of  thirty-one  degrees  north  of  the 

drawn  due  north  from  the  fource  of  equator,    to    the    middle    of    the 


Saint  Croix  River  to  thePIighlar.ds 
along  the  faid  iflands,  which  divide 
fhofe  rivers  that  empty  themfelves 


River  Apalachicola,  or  Catahou- 
che ;  thence  along  the  middle 
thereof  to    its   jundion   with    the 

Flint 
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Flint.  River;  thence  flrait  to  the 
head  of  Saint  Mary's  River  ;  and 
thence  down  along  the  middle  of 
St.  Mary's  River  to  the  Atlantic 
Ocv^an.  Eaft,  by  a  line  to  be 
drawn  along  the  middle  of  the 
River  Saint  Croix,  from  its  mouth 
in  the  Bay  of  Fundy  to  its  fource, 
and  from  its  fource  diredly  north 
to  the  aforefaid  highlands,  v/hich 
divide  the  rivers  that  fall  into  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  from  thofe  which 
fall  into  the  River  St.  Lawrence ; 
comprehending  all  iflands  within 
twenty  leagues  of  any  part  of  the 
fhores  of  tl  e  United  States,  and 
lying  between  lines  to  be  drawn 
due  eaft  from  the  points  where 
the  aforefaid  boundaries,  between 
Nova  Scotia  on  the  one  part,  and 
Eaft  Florida  on  the  other,  fhall 
refpeclively  touch  the  Bay  of  Fun- 
dy and  the  Atlantic  Ocean  ;  ex- 
cepting fuch  iflands  as  now  are, 
and  heretofore  have  been,  within 
the  limits  of  the  faid  province  of 
Nova  Scotia. 

Art.  III.  It  is  agreed  that  the 
people  of  the  United  States  fliall 
continue  to  enjoy  unmolefted  the 
right  to  take  filh  of  every  kind  on 
the  Grand  Bank,  and  on  all  the 
other  Banks  of  Newfoundland ; 
alfo  in  the  Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence, 
and  at  all  other  places  in  the  fea, 
where  the  inhabitants  of  both 
countries  ufed  at  any  time  hereto- 
fore to  fifli ;  and  alfo  that  the  in- 
habitants of  the  United  States 
fliall  have  liberty  to  take  fifli  of 
every  kind  on  fuch  part  of  the 
coaft  of  Newfoundland  as  Britilh 
fifliermen  ftiall  ufe  (but  not  to  dry 
or  cure  the  fame  on  that  ifland) 
and  alfo  on  the  coafts,  bays,  and 
creeks,  of  all  other  of  his  Britan- 
nic Majefly's  dominions  in  Ame- 
rica; and  that  the  American  filhc-r- 
men  Ihall  have  liberty  to   dry  and 


cure  filh  in  any  of  the  unfettled 
bays,  harbours,  and  creeks,  of 
Nova  Scotia,  Magdalen  iflands, 
and  Labrador,  fo  long  as  the  fame 
fliall  remain  unfettled,  but  fo  foon 
as  the  fame  or  either  of  them  fliaU 
be  fettled,  it  fliall  not  be  lawful 
for  the  faid  fifhermen  to  dry  or 
cure  fifli  at  fuch  fettlemcnt,  with- 
out a  previous  agreement  for  that 
purpofe  with  the  inhabitants,  pro- 
prietors, or  pofl"elTors  of  the  ground. 

Art.  IV  It  is  agreed,  that 
creditors  on  either  fide,  fliall  meet 
with  no  lawful  impediment  to  the 
recovery  of  the  full  value  in  fler- 
ling  money,  of  all  bona  fde  debts 
heretofore  contrafted. 

Art.  V.  It  is  agreed  that  the 
Congrefs  fliall  earneftly  recom- 
mend it  to  the  legiflatures  of  the 
refpedlive  States,  to  ^provide  for 
the  reliitution  of  all  eflates,  rights, 
and  properties,  which  have  been 
connfcated,  bslonging  to  real  Bri- 
tifli  fubjefts,  and  alfo  of  the  ellaces, 
rights,  and  properties  of  perfons 
refident  in  diftrids,  in  the  pofl^ef- 
flon  of  his  Majefty's  arms,  and 
who  have  not  borne  arms  againfl 
the  faid  United  States.  And  that 
perfons  of  any  other  delcription 
fliall  have  free  liberty  to  go  into  any 
part  or  parts  of  any  of  the  Thir- 
teen United  States,  and  therein 
to  remain  twelve  months  unmo- 
leJied  in  their  endeavours  to  ob- 
tain the  reRitution  of  fuch  of  their 
eftates,  rights  and  properties,  as 
may  have  been  confifcated ;  and  that 
Congrefs  fliall  alfo  earnellly  re- 
commend to  the  feveral  States  a 
reconfidcraticn  and  reviflon  of  all 
afts  or  laws  regarding  the  pre- 
mifes,  fo  as  to  render  the  faid  laws 
or  afts  perfedlly  conflftent  not  only 
with  juftice  and  equity,  but  with 
that  fpirit  of  conciliation,  which 
on  the  return  of  the  bleflings   of 

peace 
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peace  (hoijlu  unlvcrlally  prevail. 
And  that  Congrcfs  ihall  alio  car- 
neilly  recommend  to  the  feveral 
States,  that  the  eftates,  rights  and 
properties  of  fuch  lail-mentioncd 
peribns  ihall  be  rellored  to  them; 
they  refunding  to  any  perfons  who 
may  be  now  in  pofTelfion  the  icna 
fde  price  (where  any  has  been 
given)  which  fuch  perfons  may 
have  paid  on  purchaling  any  of 
the  faid  lauds  or  properties  fmce 
the  confifcation. 

And  it  is  agreed.  That  all  per- 
fons who  have  any  intereft  in 
coniifcated  lands,  either  by  debts, 
marriage  fcttlements,  or  otherwife, 
ihall  meet  with  lio  lawful  impedi- 
ment in  the  profccution  of  their 
juft  rights. 

Art.  VI.  That  there  Hiall  be 
no  future  confifcaticns  made,  nor 
any    profecutions    commenced    a- 

gainft  any  perfon  or  perfons  for  or 

by  reafon  of  the  part  which  he  or 
they  may  have  taken  in  the  pre- 

fent  war;  and  that  no  perfon  (hall, 

cu  that  account,  fuifer  any  future 

lofs  or  damage,  either  in  his  per- 

fcn,  liberty,  or   property,  and  that 

tliofe  who  may  be   in  confinement 

en    fuch  charges,  at  the  time  of 

the  rauficaticn  of  the  treaty  in  A- 

merica,    fnall   be  immediateiy   fet 

at  liberty,  and  the  profecutions  fo 

commenced  be  difcontinued. 

Art.    VII.     There   (hall  be   a 

firm   and  perpetual  peace  between 

his   Britannic  Majefty  and  the  faid 

itates,   and   between    the   fubjeds 

cf  the    one   and    the    citizens   of 

the   other,  wherefore  all  hoiTllities 

both   by    fea   and   land  (hall  then 

immediately    ceafe :     all    prifoners 

en  both  fides  (ball  be  fet  at  liberty, 

and    his    Britannic    Majelty    (hall, 

with    all     convenient    fpeed,    and 

without    cauung    any     defiruction, 

or  carrying  away  any  negroesj  or 


other  property  of  the  American 
inhabitants,  withdraw  a!l  his  ar- 
mies, garnfons,  and  fleets  from 
the  faid  United  States,  and  from 
every  port,  place,  and  harbour 
within  the  fame ;  leaving  in  all 
fortifications  the  American  artil- 
lery that  may  be  therein :  and 
(hall  alio  order,  and  caufe  all  ar- 
chive.%  records,  deeds,  and  papers, 
belonging  to  any  of  the  faid 
States,  or  their  citizens,  which  in 
the  courfe  of  the  war  may  have 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  h's  offi- 
cers, to  be  forthwith  rellored  and 
delivered  to  the  proper  States  and 
perfons  to  whom  they  belong. 

Art.  VII r.  The  navigation 
of  the  Mifliffippi,  from  its  iburce 
to  the  ocean,  (hall  for  ever  remain 
free  and  open  to  the  fubjtcls  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States. 

Art.  IX.  In  cafe  it  fhould  fo 
happen,  that  any  place  or  terri- 
tory belonging  to  Great  Britain  or 
to  ihe  United  States,  (tiould  be 
conquered  by  the  arms  of  either 
from  the  other,  before  the  ar- 
rival of  thefe  articles  in  America, 
it  is  agreed,  that  the  fame  (hall 
be  reftored  without  diliiculty,  and 
v.ithout  requiring  any  compen- 
fation. 

Done  at  Paris  the  13th  day  of 
November,  in  the  year  1782. 

Richard  Oswald,  (L.  S.) 
John  Adams,  (L.  S.) 
E.  Franklin,  (L.  S.) 
John  Jav,   (L.  S.) 
Henry  Laurens,    (L.  S.) 

Witnefs, 
Caleb   Whitefoord, 
Secretary  to  the  Eritiili  Com- 
mi(fion. 

W.   S.  Franklin, 
Secretary   to    the  American 
CommKTion. 
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CharaHer  of  A.VGViXvs  Cjesak: 
from  Dr.  Bever's  Legal  Polity 
of  the  Roman  Statt. 

T  has  been  the  fate  of  this 
prince,  in  common  with  many 
others  in  the  fame  exalted  ftation, 
to  be  tranfmitted  to  pofterity  in 
two  oppofite  views  *  ;  both  of 
which  being  too  much  difguiLi 
by  falfe  colours,  it  is  as  difficult 
to  cleanfe  him  from  the  dark  ftains 
of  calumny,  as  from  the  gaudy 
fmear  of  adulation.  It  would  be 
necdlefs  to  repeat  what  has  fo 
often  been  urged  on  each  fide, 
upon  fo  interefting  and  popular  a 
topic ;  fuffice  it,  therefore,  to  in- 
dulge our  curioficy  with  a  few 
obfervations  upon  one  particular 
part  of  this  celebrated  charafter, 
which  has  been  the  fubjeft  of  more 
gtneral  cenfure ;  and  for  which 
his  condutl  too  often  fupplied 
occafion. 

As  we  are  not  now  attempting 
to  draw  the  fpotlefs  portrait  of  a 
patriot  king,  a  prodigy  which 
never  exifted,  unlefs  in  the  reve- 
ries of  vifionary  politicians,  we 
are   not  concerned   about  what  he 


ought  to  have  been,  but  to  repre- 
fent  him  as  he  adually  was.  If, 
by  throwing  a  fhade  over  thofe 
defeds,  wnere  it  can  be  intro- 
duced with  propriety,  we  can 
(often  their  harfh  appearance ;  if 
by  accounting  for  fome  dubious 
inftances  of  his  behaviour,  upon 
principles  that  are  lefs  difgraceful 
to  the  human  heart,  there  may  be 
a  chance  of  approaching  nearer  to 
the  real  truth  ;  we  fhall  then  en- 
joy the  pleafing  opportunity  of 
doing  fome  little  juftice  to  th« 
memory  of  a  very  eminent  per- 
fonage  ;  who,  with  all  his  ble- 
miflies,  was  both  an  ornament  and. 
blefij pg  to  his  country. 

All  his  defamers,  whether  an- 
cient or  modern,  feem,  as  it  were, 
to  have  been  angry  with  him,  for 
ceafing  to  be  a  tyrant,  becaufe 
he  undoubtedly  was  fuch,  when 
he  firll  prefumed  to  place  himfelf 
at  the  head  of  the  commonwealth  ; 
ftriving  to  make  us  believe,  that 
a  profound  hypocrify  predomi- 
nated through  the  very  bed  of  hij 
ai5lions  f  ;  as  if  a  man  who  haj 
been  once  bad  could  not  poflibij 
reform ;    and    every    token   of  re- 


•  "  Apud  prudentes,  vita  ejus  vane  extollebatur,  arguebaturve."  Tac. 
Ann.   I.  9.     Their  lentiments   are  to  be  found  at  iari;e  in  the  lame  palFaje. 

f  "  Pietatem  erga  parentem,  et  tempora  reipu'olicx,  abteutui'  I'umpta.'"' 
Tac.  Ann.  1.   10. 
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pentance  for  paft  mifconduft  were 
only  to  add  one  more  vice  to  his 
former  number. 

That  Auguflus  wanted  that 
greatnefs  of  mind,  that  fearlefs 
opennefs  of  heart,  which  were  the 
peculiar  charaderilHcs  of  Julius 
Caefar,  may  be  admitted,  without 
being  imputed  as  a  crime.  The 
complexion  of  the  foul,  in  its 
original  formation,  is  no  more 
within  a  man's  own  power,  than 
the  complexion  of  his  countenance. 
Both,  indeed,  may  be  improved 
by  labour  and  cultivation ;  but, 
in  confequence  of  certain  natural 
defefts,  cannot,  with  all  the  art 
of  man,  be  heightened  into  abfo- 
lute  perfeftion. 

i\llowing  him,  therefore,  to 
have  been  inferior  in  thefe  natural 
endowments,  it  was,  at  worll,  only 
his  misfortune.  But  had  he  been 
poflelTed  of  them  in  a  (till  more  ex- 
alted degree,  the  very  temper  of 
the  times  would  have  prevented 
him  from  exerting  them  in  their 
full  latitude.  Surrounded  as  he 
was  with  a  mifcellaneous  multi- 
tude, it  behoved  him  to  Iludy 
their  difpofitions,  and  to  watch 
their  motions,  in  order  to  guard 
a^ainlt  the  machinations,  either 
of  open  enemies,  or  treacherous 
friends.  The  inftance  of  his  il- 
luHrious  anceftor,  llili  bleeding 
before  his  eyes,  who  had  himfelf 
fallen  a  vidlim  to  his  too  great 
contempt  of  fufpicion,  admonifhed 
him  to  beware  of  the  concealed 
dagger,  to  ftifle  his  refentment, 
and  look  with  complacency,  even 
upon  his  fufpeded  ailaffin. 


This  conllant  referve  and  cir» 
cumfpedion,  therefore,  was  the- 
natural  confequence  of  that  peri- 
lous eminence  whereon  he  flood ; 
without  implying  the  leafl  mali- 
cious defign  againft  the  peace  and 
liberties  of  his  country.  On  the 
contrary,  if  adlions  fpeak  the  man, 
we  fhall  be  well  jullified  in  affirm- 
ing, that,  tyrannically  as  he  began 
his  career,  the  virtues  of  the 
Prince  were  a  reafonable  atone- 
ment for  the  vices  of  the  Triumvir. 
When  once  difengaged  from  his 
pernicious  connexions  with  his 
abandoned  aflbciates  *,  and  in 
quiet  pofleffion  of  an  imperial 
throne,  his  life  was  tainted  with 
fewer  grols  blemifhes,  than  ge- 
nerally fall  to  the  lot  of  thofe, 
whom  Providence  has  been  pleafed 
to  intruft  with  any  portion  of  fo- 
vereign  authority. 

A  courfe  of  near  forty  years  in- 
defatigably  employed  in  the  faith- 
ful adminiltration  of  juftice ;  ia 
preferving  an  immenfe  dominion 
in  a  general  ftate  of  union  and 
tranquillity  ;  in  cultivating  the 
arts  of  peace ;  in  improving  the 
comforts  and  elegancies  of  dome- 
flic  life ;  and  in  the  exercife  of 
every  other  benevolent  and  patri- 
otic virtue  ;  clearly  difplays  the 
real  complexion  of  the  heart,  and 
loudly  calls  upon  all  mankind  to 
give  it  full  credit  for  fincerity. 

If  to  accomplifli  thefe  beneficial 
and  noble  purpofes ;  if,  the  more 
effedually  to  govern  a  feditious 
people,  long  uied  to  all  the  wild- 
nefs  of  licentioufnefs,  he  found  it 
neceffary,    on    occafion,    to    fludy 


*  "  M\ilta  Antonio,  ut  intefeftores  patris  ulcifceretur,  multa  Lepido  concef- 
*  fifTe.  Poftquam  hi',  iorordia  icnurrit,  ille  per  lihidines  pefTum  datus  fit : 
♦'  non  aliud  dilcordantis  patrias  remedium  fuifie,  quani  ut  ab  uno  regeretur.'* 
Tac.  Ann.  i.  j. 
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their  Inclinations,  to  temporize 
with  their  humours,  to  reftrarn  or 
conceal  his  own  love  of  abfolute 
power,  and  to  alleviate  the  weignt 
of  the  yoke,  that  they  mit^ht  all 
bear  it  with  greater  chcarulnefs ; 
thefe  are  no  other  than  the  laud- 
able artifices  of  the  mod  confum- 
mace  wifiom  ;  fuch  as  cie  ir.undeft 
policy  need  not  blulh  tv)  avo-v,  nor 
the  niildelt  governin.  u  to  prad.ife. 
To  Higiiatizc  f'u:a  behavioar  with 
the  odious  names  of  hypocrify  or 
jcowarJice,  is  not  only  a  violation 
of  the  firlt  principles  oi  common 
charity  ;  but  it  is  (what  the  great 
fatirift  knew  to  be  too  deeply 
rooted  in  the  nature  of  man)  a 
malicious  joy  in  mifconftruing  and 
inverting  the  moral  qualities  of 
human  adions  *. 

But  had  the  heart  of  this  illuf- 
trious  prince  been  fo  truly  corrupt, 
we  fhould  never  have  feen  the  pen 
of  his  profell  encomiaft  glowing 
with  fuch  rapturous  praifes  of  po- 
litical  liberty;  nor  the  moft  firm 


and  ftubborn  champion  of  It  that 
Rome  ever  be.ield,  the  avowed 
and  irreconcileabJj  enemy  of  ths 
whole  blood  of  the  Csfars,  drawn 
under  that  nioll  fublime  and  ma- 
jsltic  of  all  chai alters,  the  giver 
of  laws  to  the  bleiTed  Ipirits  in  Ely- 
fium  f .  Much  lei's  Ihouid  we  ha\ic 
heard  the  inhuman  IVIezentius  fo 
warmly  imprecating  thofe  cala- 
mi'-ies,  w  .ich  had  j;  defervedly 
fallen  upon  his  innocent  and  ami- 
able fon  Laulu^ ;  and  pathetically 
confeifing  the  jultice  of  thofe  pu- 
nilhments,  v/hich  he  then  fufFered 
from  the  well-grounded  refent- 
ment  of  lis  much  injured  people  J. 
This  is  too  bold  and  dangerous  a 
language  for  a  poet  to  echo  in  the 
ears  of  a  tyrant ;  had  Augullus, 
therefore,  actually  merited  that  op- 
probrious name,  where  wc^v  would 
have  been  the  works  of  Virgil  ? 
He  who  refcued  his  memory  from 
oblivion,  and  gave  immortality 
to  his  mufe,  contrary  to  the  ex- 
prefs  will  -of  ths  too  modeft  author. 


**  "  At  nos  virtutes  ipfas  invertimns,  atque 
•'  Sinccrum  cupimus  vas  Incruftare. 

"  Hie  fugit  ortlnes 

"  Infidlas,  nulloque  malo  caput  obdit  opertum  ; 
♦'  (Cum  ^enus  hoc  inter  vitas  verfiraiir,  ubi  acris 
*'  InviJia,  atque  vigent  ubi  crimina)  pro  bene  i'ano 
*'  Ac  non  incauto,  iiftum  aftiiUimque  vocamus." 

Hor.  Sat.  i.   3.  55.  &c. 
Obfei-vatlons,   which  app'v   fo   very   clofely  to   tl>e   cafe   before   us,   that  oi\c 
would   almoft   imagine   tlicm   introJucei   by   thi;   ingfnicus   fatirift,   as   an   ob» 
lique  aufwer  to  foine  malevolent  afperfions,  which  might  have  been  tiiroVu  out 
againil  the  charatler  of  his  princely  p:itron. 

f  "  Secretofque  plvos,  his  dantem  jura  Catonem.'" 

Virg.  JEn.  t.  670. 
X  "  Idem  ego,  nate,  tuum  maculavi  crimine  nomenj 
*'  Pullus  ob  invidiam  folio  fccptrifqne  paternis, 
'*  Debueram  patriie  poenas;  odiilque  mcQrum 
"  Oinnes  per  mortes  animam  font;:m  iple  dediffem." 

^n.   10.  851.  &c. 
A  confeflion  likewiie  which,  in  a  manner,  he  repeats  wiili  his  dying  breath; 
"  Scio  accrba  meorum 
"  Circumftaie  odia."        lb.  v.  904. 
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mufl:  not  only  have  admired  his 
genius,  but  have  applauded  his 
principles. 

The  prince,  therefore,  who  at 
once  profelTes  himfelf  a  friend  to 
Jearnlng,  and  an  enemy  to  li- 
berty ;  who  drives  to  enlighten 
the  underflanding  of  his  fubjefts, 
only  to  make  them  more  fenfible 
of  their  own  uretchedncfs  ;  is  a 
monfter,  which  human  nature, 
pregnant  as  Qie  is  with  contra- 
diftions,  has  very  rarely  exhibited 
to  the  eye  of  the  world.  It  is  the 
blefied  property  of  the  liberal  arts, 
to  mollify  the  rudenefs  of  the  man- 
ners, and  to  calm  the  natural  fe- 
rocity of  the  pa.Tions.  The  rank 
and  poifonous  weeds  of  flavery 
will  Ihrink  and  wither  away, 
when  overfhadowed  by  the  luxuri- 
ant and  fertile  branches  of  found 
literature. 

The  court  of  Auguftus  was  the 
true  feat  of  politenefs  and  huma- 
nity ;  and  was  adorned  with  the 
brighteft  conftellation  of  genuine 
wits,  that  ever  inone  at  the  fama 
Inftant  in  any  age  or  country,  from 
the  beginning  of  time.  In  this 
facred  afylum,  every  (cience  that 
could  harmonize  the  mind,  or  im- 
prove the  heart,  was  fme  of  being 
embraced  with  the  moft  cordial 
affedion.  Infpired,  himfelf,  by 
a  mature  education,  with  the 
warmeft  zeal  for  every  kind  of  in- 
genuous   and    ufeful    knowledge  *, 


he  neither  wanted  judgment  to 
difcern  real  abilities  in  others,  nor 
generofity  to  reward  them.  To 
prefide  in  the  afftmblies  of  the 
poets,  orators,  hiftoriaas  and  phi- 
lofophers,  to  fubmit  his  own  pro- 
dusHiions  to  their  candid  and  friend- 
ly criticifms,  were  among  the  moH 
favourite  amufements  of  his  jei- 
fure  hours;  and  while  he  liftened 
with  attentive  plcafure  to  the  re- 
hearfals  of  their  elegant  compofi- 
tions,  his  fmiles  gave  life  to  ge- 
nius, and  wings  to  emulation  f. 
Honours  fo  judicioufly  conferred 
redounded  with  double  luftre  upon 
his  own  charafter  J,  A  mind  oc- 
cupied in  fuch  rational  and  bene- 
volent purfuits,  could  find  no 
room  for  the  lawlefs  fuggeftions 
of  ambition  or  power;  but,  at 
perfect  eafe  in  itfelf,  was  able  to 
Itrike  even  his  enemies  with  awe 
and  reverence  ;  and,  without  one 
painful  effort,  to  fecure  to  a  wide 
and  extenfive  empire  the  fubftan- 
tial  comforts  of  univerfal  peace, 
and  domeftic  happinefs. 

Neither  was  it  lefs  to  his  glory 
to  have  had  a  Maecenas  for  his 
friend  and  counfellor,  whofe  houfe- 
hold  was  the  ccnfummate  model 
of  refined  elegance  ;  where  modeft 
merit  never  wanted  a  patron  ; 
where  friendfhip  dwelt  without 
jealoufy,  erudition  without  con- 
tention, wit  without  petulance, 
and  where  the  moll  accompliihed 


*  "  Eloquentiam  ftudiaque  liberalia  ab  jetate  prima  cuplde  ct  laboriofiffimi 
'♦  exercuit."  Suet,  in  Aus;.  84..  "  Multa  vani  generis  profa  oratione  compofuit, 
♦'  ex  quibus  nonnuUa  in  cxtu  familiarium,  veliit  in  auditorio,  recit;;vit."  lb.  85. 

+  **  Ini''cnia  omnibus  modis  fovit.  Retitanles  et  bcnigre  ct  patienter  avidi- 
««  vit :  nee  tautum  carmina  et  hiftorias,  led  et  cratioues  et  dialogos."     Suet,  iu 

Aug.  89.  .... 

X  "  At  neque  dedecorant  tua  de  fe  iudicia,  atque 
<'  Munera,  qiix'  multa.  danli^  cum  laude  mleruni, 
«  Dils^i  tib;  Virgilius  Variufque  pottse." 

llor.  Ep.  a.  I.  34-5. 
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fcholars  of  the  age  were  rivals  in 
excellence,  without  envy  *.  This 
is  not  the  policy  of  real  tyrants, 
whofe  fovereignty  has  often  no 
firmer  bafis  than  the  fupinenefs  and 
ignorance  of  their  people ;  and 
whofe  intereft  it  is  to  difcounte- 
nance  all  folid  learning,  and  inge- 
nious inveftigations  of  the  common 
rights  of  mankind,  that  may  help 
to  expofe  the  weak  and  rotten 
foundations  of  defpotifm. 

Upon  the  whole,  therefore, 
after  making  all  reafonable  allow- 
ances for  the  infirmities  of  human 
nature  in  general ;  for  ihofe  temp- 
tations to  which  the  great  and 
powerful  are  more  particularly  ex- 
pofed  ;  and  for  the  very  defective 
ideas  of  moral  rectitude,  under  the 
imperfetft  fyftem  of  religion  at  that 
time  univerfally  prevailing ;  we 
may  venture  to  pronounce,  that 
the   virtues  of  Auguftus    far   out- 


weighed his  vices ;  and  to  enroll 
him  in  the  catalogue  of  thofe 
princes,  who  have  been  a  blefling 
to  their  country,  and  an  ornament 
to  a  throne. 


CharaSler  o/"  J  u  s  T  i  n  i  a  n  ;  from  the 
fame  Author. 

HAVING  thus  brought  down 
the  hiHory  of  the  Roman 
Law  to  its  final  reformation,  it 
may  be  worth  while  to  take  a  fhort 
view  of  the  charader  of  this  great 
prince,  to  whom  the  world  will 
lie  under  a  perpetual  obligation 
for  thefe  inellimable  treafures. 
This  charadler,  which  he  had 
himfelf  carefully  erefled  upon  the 
moll  folid  bafis  of  wifdora,  juftice, 
and  munificence,  received  its  due 
fhare  of  applaufe  from  fuch  impar- 
tial judges  as  bell  knew    how   to 


*         "  Domus  hac  nee  purior  ulla  eft, 
"  Ncc  niagis  his  aliena  malis;  nil  mi  officii  unquam, 
"  Ditior  hie,  aut  ell  quia  doilior  ;  ell  loeus  unicuique  fuus." 

li).  Sat.  I.  9.  49. 
The  fame  poet,  in  another  pafTage,  gives  tliis  atteflionate  aceount  of  feveral 
of  his  molt  intimate  friends } 

"  Plotius,  et  Varius  SinuefTae,  Virgiliufque 
"  Occiirrunt  j  animae,  quales  neque  canJidiores 
"  Terra  tulit,  neque  queis  ine  fit  devin6lior  alter. 
"   O,  qui  complexus,  et  gaudia  quanta  fueiiint  I 
♦*  Nil  ego  contulcrim  jucundo  fanus  amico." 

Sat. 
And  in  another  he  feems  to  have  defcribed,    in   one 
fociety  of  learned  men,  with  whom  he  fpent  the  beft  part  of  his  life  j 
"  Plotius  et  Varius,  Miccenas,  Virgiliulque, 
"  Valgius  et  probet  h^ee  Oftavius  optimus,  atque 
"  Fiifcus,  et  ha?c  iitinam  VH'corum  laudet  uierquc. 
*•  Ambitione  reiegati  te  dicere  pofTum, 
"  Pollio  ;  te,  Mcil'ala,  tuo  cum  fratre;  fimulque 
'•  Vus  Bibuli,  et  Suvi;  fnnul  his  te,  eandide  Furni  j 
"  Cjmpliires  alios,  doftos  egoquos  et  araicos 
"  Prudens  praetereo  :  quibus  liaec,  fint  qualiaeunque, 
"  Arrid'jre  velim :   doliuirus,  li  placeant  I'pe 
"  Dcteriiis  nofli'a-'* 

lb.  Sat.  1.  10.  8j,  &c. 


r.  5. 
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appreciate  its  merits,  though  it 
often  fufFcred  the  rude,  attacks  of 
abnfe  and  obloquy;  a  common 
tribute,  which  the  ir.oll  virtuous 
and  patriotic  fovereigns,  in  all 
aees  and  countries,  have  ever 
paid  to  env/j  difcontent,  and  fac- 
tion. But,  towards  the  beginning 
of  the  feventeenth  century,  a  very 
black  cloud  was  fudder.ly  fpread 
over  it,  in  conf-'i-ence  of  a  ma- 
nufcript,  which  the  malicious  in- 
duftry  of  a  Popilh  bigot  had 
brought  out  of  Tome  obfcure  corner 
of  the  Vatican,  and  introJuced  to 
the  world  with  all  the  parade  and 
confidence  of  authentic  hiftory. 

Though  this  extraordinary  com- 
pofiticn  had  neither  beginning  nor 
ending,  name  nor  date,  to  deter- 
ipine  by  whom  or  when  it  was 
written,  it  was  boldly  fathered 
upon  Procopius*;  a  perfon  whofe 
diltinguUlied  leami'ig  and  abili- 
ties had  recomnr"-j  ided  him  to  the 
favour  of  the  emperors  Anaftafius 
and  Juftin,  by  the  latter  of  whom 
he  was  appointed  afTeflbr,  or 
counfelior,  to  the  famous  Beiifa- 
rius.  By  the  advantage  of  this 
fituation,  wherein  he  continued 
for  a  long  term  of  years,  he  was 
enabled  to  write  a  very  exaft  and 
elegant    hiftory     of    thole    times, 


without  any  apparent  adulation  or 
bitternels  had  related  what  he 
either  then  knew,  or  believed  to 
be  faa. 

It  is  afferted  indeed  by  feme  later 
authors,  that,  finding  himfelf  af- 
terwards deceived  in  certain  par- 
ticulars, which  he  had  reprefented 
too  much  in  favour  of  that  em- 
peror, he  intended  to  correft  thefe 
miftakes;  and  it  is  probable  that 
he  did  adtually  publifh  fomething 
to  that  eiFeft.  But  it  is  very  ob- 
fervable,  that  the  author,  who 
gives  a  catalogue  of  the  works 
of  Procopius,  calls  it  by  a  name 
implying  only  a  retraSatlon  f  of 
fome  former  errors,  and  of  a 
much  more  confined  fignification 
than  the  title  given  to  the  book 
in  quellion  ;  which  conL:nns  a 
great  variety  of  dttached  ftories, 
bearing  little  or  no  relation  to 
what  Proc  pius  had  faid  in  his 
former  hilhry,  and  confcquently 
could  not  be  tlie  thing  he  thea 
profefled  to  publifh. 

This  ciicumftance  entirely  de- 
ftroys  the  prcot  of  the  identity  of 
the  author,  upon  which  the  editor 
fo  much  relies,  and  wh  ch  he  en- 
deavours to  eftablilh  upon  the  cre- 
dit of  Suidas ;  who  mentions,  that 
a  book,   under  the    name  of  Anec- 


which    he   publifhed,    much  to  the     dctesy   was    written    by    Procopius, 
fatisfaclion      of     Juftinian  ;     and,     full  of  fevere  reflexions  uponjuf- 

*  The  title  of  this  work  is,  "  AvE;<SoTa,  feu  Arcana  Hiftoria."  It  was  firft 
publifhed  ar  Lyons,  in  16^5,  by  one  Nicholaus  Akmannus,  with  a  very  inge- 
nious and  artful  Pieface,  .and  a  variety  cf  learned  and  entertaining  annotations, 
all  well  calculated  to  iir.pofe  upon  a  negligent  or  prejudiced  reader ;  and,  as 
fuch,  it  gained  confiderable  credit  with  many,  efpecially  the  zealous  friends  C/f 
the  Holy  See.  It  is  hkewife  reprinted,  in  a  very  pompous  and  magnificent 
mnnntr,  among  the  other  ByzanUne  Hijlcrians,  at  Paris,  in  1663. 

ev   rig  TttA«v;t?i*  ii>\   «t-rM  (A.'r,  Ka^.-ai  £if»;/u.6Wy.      Niceph,    Call.    lib.   1 7.    C     10.    edit. 

Par.  1630, 
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tinian  and  his  craprcfs  Theodora, 
as  well  as  upon  Belifarius  and  his 
wife  •.  From  hence,  and  likewife 
from  divers  extradls  made  by  Suidas, 
which  correfpond  with  the  prefent 
work,  he  concludes  it  muft  necef- 
farily  be  the  fame  that  was  written 
by  Procopius. 

But  the  age  in  which  this  lexi- 
cographer lived  is  wholly  un- 
known ;  and  it  is  certain,  that  his 
original  text  has  been  fo  much  in- 
terpolated and  corrupted  in  later 
times,  that  men  of  the  beft  learn- 
ing entertain  great  doubts  of  its 
authority  f .  The  ut :noft,  there- 
fore, that  can  be  collet5ted  from 
thefe  premifes,  is  that  a  book  of 
this  kind  was  publifned ;  but  it 
cannot  go  fo  far  as  to  afcertain  the 
real  author.  The  raoft  general 
conjedlure  is,  that  he  mull  have 
been  fome  obfcure  and  contempt- 
ible fcribbler,  who,  difgufted  with 
Juftinian  on  account  of  certain 
religious  difputes,  which  then 
raged  with  the  moil  unfeeinly 
violence,  could  think  of  no  betrer 
mode  of  revenge,  than  to  fall  foul 
upon  his  charader. 

In  fdt\,  as  it  has  been  very  pro- 


perly obferved  by  a  judicious 
writer  of  the  laft  century,  "who- 
•'  ever  was  the  real  author,  it  does 
**  almoft  as  much  prejudice  to  the 
**  reputation  of  Procopius,  as  it 
"  hurts  the  memory  of  the  empe- 
"  TOT  I."  The  verbofe  and  afFefted 
flyle,  with  the  defultory  and  in- 
coherent arrangement  of  fafts,  are 
the  reverfe  of  every  thing  that  can 
be  inckided  within  the  defcription 
of  judgment  or  fcholarfhip.  The 
charges  brought  againll  Juftinian, 
of  vice,  oppreffion,  and  cruelty^ 
are  fo  numerous  and  exaggerated, 
that,  if  true,  fb  far  from  enjoying 
his  crown  and  life,  as  he  ailually 
did,  for  near  forty  years,  a  people 
who  had  but  the  lowefl  degree  ot 
feeling  for  their  own  comfort, 
would  not  have  fufFered  fuch  a 
tyrant  to  have  lived  an  hour. 
And,  what  amounts  to  the  moft 
unqueftionable  felf-refutation  of 
all  others,  the  tales  with  which  it 
abounds  are  fo  monllrous,  incre- 
dible, and  unnatural,  that  they 
would  be  a  difgrace  to  the  moft  fa- 
bulous legends,  in  the  darkeft  peri- 
ods of  Popifli  ignorance  and  fuper- 
ftition§.     Neither  are  theyftronger 


*  Tlf:KoTrio;—yt-/))iivi7riTxy  ^pyjiuv  la^ivta-^a  th  .SacriXSi-j,  irrcy^s^iv;  ;)^-";juaTi5-af  B£X:T:<p;i;, 
Kai  ffXjXu^o;  xala  TTavlaf  t»;  rvfivnylaf  TToXs^aj  te  xai  7rp«*£if,  x»»  Ltt'  aula  evyyfa,i^iiTa;, 
lypavf/S  xai  irlftv  €i«Xjov,  to,  KahUfxiiX  ANEKAOTA,  raiy  aiilaiv  ttsa^iny'  a;  Eiva:  ai^fiTlpx  T« 
0i€Xia  &.  TO  ^iSXiw  rifsxcwia  to  xaXUf^aov  ANEKAOTA,  -i-oya;  y.at  xi'ttioia,-  le^jviavt;  m 
fiaj-iXEi'!   WEpiEj^Ei,  xaj    rr,;  au~«  ^uvaly.oj,    ©Ei'Jijpaf  a\>.a    fxriv  xct  avTU    BEXio-apta,   Xii  rT,( 

y«/iAEToc  atTtf.     Suidas  in  voc,  np:x:7rio;.    edit.     Lud.Kudcri,  Caniab.  1705. 

t  V.  Praef.  Lud,  Kuft.  2d.  edit,  ut  Aip. 

i  Howell's  Hift.  Mundi,  pt.   3.   c.   z.   fea.  3.    §  67. 

§  Among  thefe  llories,  ibine  ot  the  moll  curicus  are,  That  Juftinian  was  be- 
gotten upo^j  his  mother  by  a  dsmon : — Tliat  his  head  was  ionnt  J  of  an  aerial 
lubrtance,  wliich  often  fetmed  to  evaporate,  To  that  he  was  feen  to  walk  about 
without  any  upon  his  ftiouldcrs: — That  a  holy  Monk,  once  coming  to  prefent 
a  petition  to  him,  on  approaching  the  throne,  inftcad  ot  an  emperor,  law  it 
filled  with  a  iViglntul  lpe6he. — That  the  emprels  Theodora  had  frequently 
carnal  communications  with  infernal  fpirits  ;  with  others  of  equal  authority, 
which  the  reader,  if  he  thinks  it  worth  his  while,  may  find  at  length  in  the 
work  itfdf,  c.  12. 

B  4  proof* 
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proofs  of  the  wickednefs,  than  of 
the  folly  or  infanity,  both  of  the 
nut.. cr  himlelf,  and  of  thofe  who 
have  ic  i.irncftly  endeavoured  to 
iinpofe  him  i, ',r  the  public,  as 
an  objeft  worthy  cr  suepiion. 

I'rocopius  was  a  man  of  the 
world,  univerfally  eftecmed  for  his 
knovs ledge  and  probity  ;  who  had 
tnjo)ed  the  fame  high  and  ho- 
nourable ttation,  under  no  lefs 
than  three  lucceffive  emperors,  for 
a  long  courfe  of  yeaiS  ;  and  under 
one  ot  the  bell  and  greatell  gene- 
rals that  Rome,  or,  perhaps,  any 
other  nation,  could  ever  boaft  of ; 
by  all  of  whom  he  was  rtfpcdted, 
chenlhfcd,  and  rewarded.  The 
fptrit,  dignity,  and  correilnefs, 
with  which  the  hiftory  of  his  own 
times  is  written,  plainly  fhew, 
that  he  fcorned  either  to  flatter  or 
fear.  He  publiilied  it  at  the 
earned  encouragement  of  an  able 
and  difcernirsg  prince,  who  could 
receive  honell  praife  and  honeft 
cenfure  with  the  fame  complacence 
and  equanimity. 

If,  amidft  the  complicated  va- 
riety of  fads,  which  the  vail  ex- 
tent of  his  fubjcft  required  him  to 
relate,  he  had  been  guilty  of  any 
material  errors,  it  did  him  honour 
to  conlefs  and  retrad  them  upon 
convidlion.  But  what  he  had  af- 
fei'ted  as  a  man  of  honour,  he 
would  recant  as  a  man  of  honour. 
He  would  have  been  allianied  to 
fippore  unmerited  praiie  with  bale 
calumny,  or  to  leftify  millakes 
by  improbable  faliehoods,  or  in- 
credible fables.  Could  he  have 
condefcended  to  proflitute  his  pen- 
in  fo  vile  ar)d  prcpcilercus  a  work 
as  that  now  imputed  to  him,  he 
muil,  in  the  firit  inllance,  have 
been  a  moft  abjecl  fycophant;  in 
the  other,  a  moil  flandercus  afiiaffin. 


But,  as  hiftory  will  jullify  na 
fuch  fuppolitions,  this  worthy  and 
learned  hillorian  Hands  fairly  ac- 
quitted, in  the  eyes  of  all  perfons 
of  moderation  and  confcience. 
The  real  author,  whoever  he  be, 
f.'Oin  his  mere  ir.fignificance  and 
obfcurity,  elcapes  that  infamy  and 
dettftation  which  his  memory  well 
deferves ;  and  the  whole  difgrace 
falls  upon  the  editor  and  his  abet- 
tors ;  who,  with  abilities  and  eru- 
dition equal  to  a  moje  honourable 
employment,  refcued  this  delpi- 
cable  libel  out  of  its  congenial 
dark'.icfs,  for  the  avowed  purpofe 
of  blalting  the  good  name  of  this  ac- 
compliilied  and  difcerning  prince, 
who  fo  wifely  checked  the  infant 
pride,  and  humbled  the  rifing  ar- 
rogance, of  the  fiditious  fuccelTors 
of  St.  Peter. 

Politically  fpeaking,  the  defign 
was  artful  and  well-timed.     Thffe. 
afpiring   pontifl's,  who,  for  feveral 
pad    ages,    had    held    the    whole 
Chriilian  v/orld  in  the  mod  humi- 
liating   date    of   thraldom,    under 
the  impious  claim  to  a  divine  com- 
mifiion,  had    the    mortification    to 
perceive    that    many  rich  and  po- 
tent kingdoms  had  fhaken  oii  their 
fetters.       They    found    ihemfclves 
engaged  with  the  temporal  princes 
of   Europe,    whofe    underdandings 
were    more    enlightened   than  for- 
merly with    the    beams    of  found 
learning ;  who    knew    how  to  op- 
pofe     authority     with     authority ; 
who     could      trace     this     ufurped 
power    up   to   its  original  fources, 
and    fay,    "  that    from  the  begin- 
"  ning  it  was  not  fo  ;"  who  thofe 
were,   whofe  fuperditious   timidity 
gave  new  life  to  their  fpiritual  in- 
fclence;  and  who  had  the  courage 
to    redrain   and  puaifli    it.     They 
could    fay  — this   was   Judinian — 

this 


CHARACTERS. 


this  was  he  who,  in  virtue  of  his 
own  fupremacy,  fummoned  the 
fifth  oecumenical  council  ac  Con- 
ftantinople,  and  fent  Virgilius, 
that  turbulent  Bilhop  of  Rome, 
into  exile ;  from  whence  he  fuf- 
fered  him  not  to  return,  till  his 
infallibility  condefccnded  to  fet 
his  hand  to  the  cecifions  of  that 
aflembly,  to  which  he  at  firft  had 
refui'ed  his  aflent*. 

No  tiFcrt  was  to  be  Icf't  untried 
to  weaken  the  force  of  fo  dange- 
rous a  precedent.  When,  there- 
fore, feme  fortunate  accident,  as 
it  moil  probably  was,  brought  to 
light  this  mufty  fragment,  imper- 
lert  as  it  was,  it  fupplied  the 
quiver  of  flander  with  plenty  of 
new  fhafts  againfl  the  common 
enemy ;  and,  furnifliing  no  evi- 
dence whereby  to  authenticate  it- 
■felf,  it  was  eafily  in  the  power  of 
an  ingenious  and  artful  commen- 
tator to  alcnbe  it  to  whomfcever 
he  pleafed,  and  to  place  it  in 
thofe  hands  where  it  would  do  the 
nioft  execution. 

Thus  did  it  fall  to  the  lat  of 
frocopius.  But  whoever  will  take 
the  trouble  to  perufe  the  dedica- 
tion and  preface  of  the  editor,  and 
confider  the  bitternefs  and  acri- 
mony with  which  they  are  penned, 
vvill  initantly  perceive,  that  the 
fuppofed  iniults  upon  the  dignity 
of  the  Holy  See  were  the  grand 
fprings  of  their  refentment ;  that 
thefe  were  the   tones    the  moft  in 


unifon  with  the  mafter-ftrings  of 
their  paflions  ;  and  that  maiice 
arid  revenge  could  have  been  the 
only  motives  for  impofing  fuch 
trafh  upon  the  public,  which  de- 
fervcd  no  better  fate  than  what  it 
had  already  in  part  fuffered,  to  be 
food  for  worms.  Upon  the  whole, 
it  is  hoped  that  what  has  been 
here  advanced,  to  refcue  a  refpec- 
table  author  from  the  infamy  of 
being  the  parent  of  fuch  fpurious 
offspring,  will  be  admitted  to  Hand 
upon  much  more  iubftantic:!  foun- 
da'ions  than  mere  uncertain  con- 
jecture f . 

It  may  poffibly  be  expefled,  that 
fome  notice  fhould  be  likewife 
taken  of  Juftinian's  ingrati.ude 
and  cruel  treatment  of  the  great 
Belifarius,  whereby  he  is  reported 
to  have  deprived  him  of  his  eye- 
fight,  and  to  have  expofed  him,  in 
his  old  age,  to  every  extreme  of 
poverty  and  contempt.  This  ca- 
lumny was  firft  broached  by  a  later 
author,  named  Crinitus,  of  little 
note  or  reputation ;  but,  being  of 
a  nature  well  calculated  to  affeU 
the  paflions,  has  received  by  far 
the  greateil  degree  of  its  credit 
from  the  pathetic  pencils  of  a  Van- 
dyke and  a  Salvator  Rofa.  This, 
however,  is  too  grofs  a  fable  al- 
moft  to  require  confutation.  Not 
one  of  the  hiibrians  who  lived 
near  thofc  times  has  given  the 
leaft  hint  to  julHfy  fuch  a  fuppofi- 
tion :     on     the    contrary,    though 


*  Mofli.  Hlft.  Eccl.  pt.  2.  c.  3.  §  II. 

t  For  further  fatisfaflion  on  this  fubjei-l,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  Pre- 
faces themfelves,  as  prefixed  to  the  edition  of  the  anekaota  before  men- 
tioned 5  or  to  the  refutation  of  it  by  Hcin.  Hilt.  Jur.  Civ.  §384..  in  which  he 
has  pointed  out  the  principal  foreign  writers  who  have  taken  up  the  qiiellion  in 
favour  ofjullinian:  and  more  pairiculaily  to  the  Itarned  Dr.  Howell,  Hift. 
Mun.  pt.  3.  c.  2.  feft.  3.  §61,  ad  tin.  who  lived  not  long  after  the  publica- 
tion, and  feeras  to  have  engaged  in  die  controvcrfy  widi  equal  learning  and 
candour. 

Beli- 
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Belifarius,  either  through  the  ma- 
lice of  his  enemies,  or  his  own 
imprudence,  fell  into  a  temporary 
difgrace,  it  is  certain,  from  very 
good  authority*,  that  Juitinian 
foon  became  ienfible  of  his  inju- 
ries ;  that  he  reltored  this  pre- 
ferver  of  his  country  to  his  fortune 
and  ftation,  and  that  he  died,  far 
advanced  in  years,  in  the  arms  of 
plenty,  peace,  and  honour. 

To  clofe  the  whole  in  as  few 
words  as  poffible,  we  fhall  now 
give  a  fhort  fketch  of  the  moft 
ftriking  parts  of  this  prince's  con- 
duft,  which  are  univerfally  ad- 
mitted to  be  true  both  by  friends 
and  enemies,  from  which  every 
reader  of  difcernment  will  eafily 
form  his  own  judgment,  as  the 
defefls  of  his  charader  in  no  wife 
depreciate  the  merit  of  his  laws. 

On  his  firll  appearance  as  the 
defigned  fucceilbr  to  the  throne, 
he  gave  the  public  a  rather  unfa- 
vourable opinion  of  his  regard  for 
decorum;  by  prevailing  upon  his 
illiterate  and  fuperannuatcd  uncle 
to  repeal  fome  laws  of  Conftantine 
and  Valentinian,  which,  to  pre- 
lerve  the  dignity  and  purity  ot  the 
fenatorian  families,  had  forbiden 
all  perfons  of  that  rank  to  marry 
prollitutes,  or  any  other  women 
in  fuch  bafe  and  infamous  ftations 
of  life  f.  This  gave  a  licence  to 
many  mean  and  unequal  matches  ; 
though  the  principal  view  of  Juf- 
tinian  was,  to  enable  himfelf  to 
efpoufe  a  woman  of  the  fame  low 
and  difreputable  occupation;  which 
was  ftill  more  extraordinary,  as  he 
was  then  at  a  time  of  life  when, 
generally  fpeaking,   men  are  paft 


the  age  of  being  martyrs  to  love, 
and  too  young  to  dote.      Indeed    it 
has   been  univerfally  allowed,  that 
this   lady,  whofe  name  was  Theo- 
dora, was   pofleflVd  of  fuch   a   be- 
witching delicacy  of  features,  ani- 
mated  with   fuch    an   exquifite  wit 
and   fprightly    converfation,    that, 
however    reprehenfible    his   choice 
may  appear   to  thofe  whofe  judg- 
ment    is    regulated   by   the     cold 
phlegm   of  difcretion,    it   mufl  be 
left  to  fuch  as  have  quicker  feel- 
ings  of  that    tender   and   delicate 
paflion,   to   decide  in  what  degree 
it  will  admit  of  an  excufe.     The 
confequence     of  this    union,    how- 
ever, was  certainly  to  be  lamented, 
as  his  daily  increafing  attachment 
to   a  woman  of  an  ambitious  and 
afpiring     temper,    fometimes   be- 
trayed  him    into    afts    of  impru- 
dence    and    injuftice,    which    his 
own    better    underftanding    couli 
not    f.iil    to    condemn.       He    has 
likewife    been    accufed   of  vanity, 
and  fondnefs  of  adulation  and  po- 
pularity ;    which    is    more  or  lefs 
blameable,  in  confederation  of  the 
principle    from    whence    it    flows, 
irregular    emotions    of    this   kind 
may  often  proceed  from  an  exube- 
rant goodnels  of  heart,    and  from 
too  anxious    a    defire    of    reaping 
that  reward   from  the   applaufe  of 
others,     which    a    perfon    of  more 
moderate   paffions  will   derive,   in 
much   greater  perfedion,  from  an 
inward    confcioufnefs    ot    his  own 
virtuous  intention. 

But,  taking  him  with  all  thefe 
defects,  and  with  whatever  elfe 
the  chaise  tongue  of  hifloric  truth 
can  with  jullice  lay  to  his  charge, 


•  Cedrenus,   inter   Hift.   Byzant.    p.    370,  &c.   an   author   of  acknowledged 
veracity . 

*?■  C.  5.  5-  7.  et  ib.  tit.  27.  i.  wliich  were  repealed  accordingly  by  C.  5.  4..  23. 
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it  mnft  be  confefled,  that,  for 
the  coarfe  of  a  long  reign,  he  go- 
verned a  vaft  and  heterogeneous 
mixture  of  people  with  mildnefs 
and  equity ;  that  he  protcfted 
them  with  his  arms ;  adorned 
their  provinces  with  magnilicent 
edifices,  chiefly  dedicated  to  the 
fervice  of  the  true  religion  :  that 
he  recovered  very  wide  and  ex- 
tenfive  regions,  which  had  been 
long  alienated,  efpecially  the  an- 
tient  capital  of  the  empire  ;  and 
that  the  laws,  which  he  colledled 
and  methodized  with  fo  much 
care  and  wifdom,  not  only  contri- 
buted to  a  more  equal  and  regular 
adminiftration  of  juftice  within  the 
limits  of  the  Roman  dominions, 
but  will  be  a  lafting  blefling  to 
the  whole  civilized  part  of  man- 
kind to  the  lateft  pofterity. 


three  different  airs ;  the  northern 
(hcpherds  know  only  two,  to  which 
they  add  what  variations  the  bold- 
nefs  of  their  own  genius  infpires. 
The  boys  learn  of  their  fathers  to 
play  upon  this  inflrument  as  the 
means  of  fubfiftence*.  At  other 
feafons,  it  is  rare  to  hear  any 
agreeable  founds  in  the  ftreets  of 
Naples,  though  it  is  the  nurfery 
of  mufical  profefTors :  a  fchool, 
where  the  greateft  mailers  have 
imbibed  their  principles,  and  ac- 
quired that  knowledge  of  compo- 
fition,  which  has  enchanted  the 
ears  of  all  Europe.  There  is  no 
fuch  thing  as  a  national  mufic, 
unlefs  we  give  that  name  to  a 
monotonous  drawling  feguidilla, 
that  ferves  the  nurfes  f  as  a  lulla- 
by to  put  their  children  to  reft, 
and  feems  borrowed  from  the  Spa- 
niards, who,  I  believe,  learnt  it 
of  the  Moors.  I  never  refided  in 
any  Italian  town  where  there  wa« 
a  lefs  muficai  turn  in  the  popu- 
lace :  few  fongs,  guittars,  vielles, 
or  organs,  enliven  the  evenings, 
as  in  the  northern  ftates  of  Italy, 
unlefs  they  be  fent  for  to  entertain 
the  parties  that  in  fumraer  fup  on 
the  fhore  of  Pofil'po  J. 

7'hey  do  not  even  dance  to 
muhc,  bat  perform  the  Tarantel- 
la to  the  beating  of  a  kind  of  tam- 
bourine, which  was  in  ufe  among 
their  anceltors,  as  appears  by  the 
pidures  of  Herculaneum.  The 
Tarantella   is    a   low  dance,  con- 


CharaSlers,  Manners,  Cujtoms,  i^c. 
of  the  People  of  Naples  ;  from 
Travels  in  the  Two  Sicilies,  by 
Henry  Swinburne,  Ejq ; 

IN  Chriflmas  time,  all  quar- 
ters of  Naples  refound  with 
P  aft  or  alt  or  Siciliane,  a  kind  of 
fimple  rural  mufic,  executed  by 
Abruzzefe  or  Calabrian  Ihepherds, 
upon  a  fpecies  of  bag-pipes,  call- 
ed in  Abruzzo,  Zampogna,  and 
Ciaramelli  in  Calabria.  The 
tunes  vary  according  to  the  pro- 
vinces :    in    the    fouth,    they  have 

The  waits  ftill  kept  in  the  pay  of  fome  corporations  in  England,  are  coun- 
terparts of  thefe  fhephcrcis. 
^  t  To  fecond  its  parcotic  influence,  they  aciininiUcr  to  them  copious  dofcs  of 
Venice  treacle,  of  which  fuch  quantities  are  iiled,  as  render  it  a  material  article 
of  importation.  The  Neapolitinis  have  tears  at  coniniand>  iinJ  arc  very  eafily 
morcii  to  fhed  them.  Neitlicv  blows  nor  carefTcs  can  ftop  their  children  when 
once  they  begin  to  cry :  they  miift  roar  till  ihey  are  tired. 

X  I   have  been  tokl,  that  before  the  famine  and  cakimities  of  1764,  the  popu- 
iace  of  Najiks  was  more  cherrful  and  nuilically  ijiciined  than  at  prcfuit. 

»  fiftinz 
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lifting  of  turns  on  the  heel,  much 
fooling  and  In^ppint'  of  the  fin- 
gers *.  It  leems  the  delight  of 
their  foul,  and  a  conltant  holiday 
di'. cilion  of  the  young  women; 
who  arc,  in  general,  far  from 
handfome,  al. hough  they  have 
fine  eyes  and  ilriking  features. 
Tiieir  hands  and  feet  are  clumfy, 
theii-  Qiapes  negleded,  their  necks 
flabby,  and  their  fkins  difcolour- 
€tl  by  iir:'n^g  fo  much  in  the  fun 
without  bonnets.  .Amongft  them 
we  may  find  aim;  "^  every  mode  of 
hair-drefiiug  feen  on  the  Greek 
and  Reman  coins  f . 

The  women  are  always  fighting 
and  fcolding,  but  never  refift  their 
hufband's  authority,  when  he 
comes  to  feparate  the  combatants, 
and  carry  home  his  dilhevelled 
fpoufe,  who  feems  to  Hand  as  much 
in  awe  of  her  confort,  as  the 
Ruffian  wives  dp  of  theirs,  and 
fuffers  herfelf  to  be  beaten  by  him 
with  as  little  murmuring.  I  was 
fhewn  a  woman  here,  who,  dur- 
ing the  life  of  her  firit  hufband, 
was  a  pattern  of  modefty  and  even- 
refs  of  temper  to  the  whole  pa- 
rifh  ;  but  upon  contrading  a  fe- 
cond  marriage,  fu^prized  and 
fcandalized  the  neighbourhood 
with  her  perpetual  riots  and  ob- 
firep^roufnefs.  On  being  repri-  ^ 
manded  for  her  bKliaviour  by  the 
curate,  (he  very  frankly  acknow- 
ledged that  her  former  hufband 
cnderftood   the    management   of  a 


wife,  and  ufed  to  check  her  in-, 
temperate  burfts  of  paffion  by 
timely  correflion;  but  that  her 
prefent  helpmate  was  too  mild, 
to  apply  the  proper  chaftifement 
which  every  wife  requires  more 
or  Icfs.  Men  feldom  interfere  in 
feminine  brawls  ;  and  if  they  do, 
generally  content  themfelves  with 
abufing,  threatening,  or  Ihaking 
a  cudgel  or  pitchfork  at  their  an- 
tagonifl,  till  the  crowd  comes  in 
to  part  them.  Sometimes  a  man 
is  ftabbed,  but  this  is  a  rare  event 
among  the  filhermen,  the  clafs  of 
inhabitants  I  have  had  moft  con- 
flantly  under  my  eye.  Manners 
vary  with  the  diftrids ;  in  fome 
ihey  engage  with  bludgeons,  and 
thofe  are  the  true  lazaroni  of 
MafTaniello ;  in  others  the  attack 
is  made  wi:h  knives  and  other 
deadly  weapons;  but  the  Neapo- 
litans are  by  no  mtans  fo  bloody 
and  revengeful  a  people  as  they 
are  reprefented  by  many  travel- 
lers. It  requires  more  than  a 
flight  provocation  to  lead  them  to 
extremities.  During  the  prodi- 
gious hurry  and  confufion  of  the 
races  in  Carnival,  not  the  leaft 
tumult  or  quarrel  was  heard  of; 
and  even  in  the  cruel  famine  of 
1764,  the  only  aft  of  violence 
coinmitted  by  a  hungry  populace, 
increafed  to  double  its  number  by 
the  concourfe  of  peafsnts  from  the 
provinces,  where  all  crops  had 
failed,    was    to    break   open   and 


*  Pcrfons  of  all  ranks  here  d?.nce  very  low,  but  mark  the  time  as  perfeftly 
v-ith  their  fteps,  as  oiher  nations  do  by  fpiinging  from  the  ground. 

f  The  coiffure  of  the  y.unger  Fauftina,  with  the  coil  of  plaited  hair  upon  the 
crown  of  the  head,  occurs  frequently  in  the  old  town:  that  with  the  coil  lower 
down,  which  may  more  properly  be  rtilcd  Luciila's  head-drefs,  is  common 
amoiig  the  younger  part  of  the  Ccx.  in  the  fuburbs  of  Chiaia,  and  Plotina's 
among  the  women  more  advanced  in  year.s.  I  do  not  rtcolieft  to  have  feen 
any  with  the  roll  of  trefTes  fo  high  up  as  it  appears  on  die  head  of  Fauftina 
th-2  elder. 
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pillage  a  fingle  baker's  (hop.  Can 
as  much  be  faid  for  the  temper  of 
the  mobs  at  London  and  tidin- 
burgh  ?  Drunkennefs  is  not  a 
common  vice  at  Naples,  and 
therefore  quarrels,  its  ufual  con- 
fequences,  are  rare ;  befides,  the 
Neapolitin  rabble  allow  each  other 
a  great  latitude  of  abufe  and 
fcolding  before  they  are  wound 
up  to  a  fighting  pitch.  It  is  alfo 
uncommon  to  fee  any  thing  in 
public  like  gallantry  among  the 
people ;  no  foldiers  are  met  lead- 
ing their  doxies,  or  girls  going 
about  in  queft  of  lovers;  all 
which  are,  in  other  countries, 
fources  of  riot  and  bloodlhed.  At 
Naples  there  is  nothing  but  a 
mere  nominal  police;  yet  burgla- 
ries are  unknown,  riots  IHII  more 
fo,  and  the  number  of  alTaflina- 
tions  inconfiderable ;  it  bears  no 
proportion  to  that  of  the  murders 
committed  in  the  diftant  provin- 
ces, where,  I  am  credibly  in- 
formed, no  lefs  than  four  thou- 
fand  perfons  are  killed  annually. 
Moft  of  thefe  crimes  are  perpe- 
trated with  guns  in  the  mountain- 
ous countries,  where  a  great  fe- 
rocity of  charafter,  and  wildncfs 
of  manners  prevail,  and  where 
the  inhabitants  are  more  wander- 
ing, and  lefs  expofed  to  the  pur- 
fuits  of  the  law,  which  is  indeed 
far  from  formidable  in  nny  part  of 
the  realm.  It  would  require  a 
prudent,  inflexible,  and  long  ex- 
ertion of  impartial  cruDinal  juftice, 
to  reduce  to  order  the  fierce  un- 
tradlable  aflaffin  of  the  m<mntain- 
ous  regions  of  Calabria,  who  be- 
ing driven  by  the  opprelfion  of 
the  barons  and  oflicers  of  the  re- 
venue to  penury  and  defpair,  fcts 
little  value  upon  his  life,  and 
braves  danger  to  the  laftdrop  of  his 


blood.  The  execution,  however 
cruel,  of  a  few  banditti,  would 
ftrike  but  little  terror  into  their 
affociates,  and  produce  no  efFed 
but  that  of  ridding  fociety  of  one 
or  two  bad  members  ;  nor  will  any 
meafures  of  police  ever  prove  eWcc- 
tual,  unlef?  government  ad  pt  and 
purfue,  with  itcadincfs,  a  fyftem 
that  may  leflen  the  grievances  of 
the  poor,  reftrain  the  defpotifm  of 
the  petty  tyrants,  and,  by  pro- 
viding the  peafant  with  more 
means  of  fupporting  himfelf  and 
family  by  honefl  labour,  guard 
him  againft  the  temptation  of  tak- 
ing up  a  lawlefs  line  of  life. 
The  cafe  is  different  in  the  foft 
and  fertile  plains  of  the  happy 
Campagna;  there  the  well-timed 
prompt  execution  of  a  criminal, 
without  allowing  him  any  unne- 
cefi'ary  refpite  to  prepure  for 
death,  and  without  fuffering  priefls 
to  afTemble  round  him,  to  excite 
the  devotion,  compaflion,  and  al- 
moft  admiration  of  the  crowd, 
would  operate  with  great  energy 
on  the  dallardly  minds  of  the  do- 
cile race  that  inhabits  this  charm- 
ing climate;  the  terror  of  adlive 
jullJce  would  prove  a  powerful 
check  to  murder,  and  violent  out- 
rages. 

At  prefent,  the  forms  of  crimi- 
nal jaiifprudence  arc  here  fo  ill 
ordained,  fo  multiplied  and  fo 
complex,  that  if  the  king  uere  to 
infilt  upon  a  villain,  who  was 
taken  in  the  fadl,  being  tried, 
and  if  found  guilty,  hanged  be- 
fore the  end  of  three  day?,  the 
difpatch  would  almoft  kill  the 
judges  with  fatigue;  for  the  trial 
and  procedures  would  employ  theru 
eighteen  hours  out  of  each  twenty- 
four  :  Firft,  the  accufation  muft 
be  hid  according  to  rule,  and 
witnefies 
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witnefies  examined ;  next  the 
council  for  the  prifoner  pleads  a 
couple  of  hours  ;  then  the  advo- 
cate for  \\it  jifco  replies  during  one 
hour,  and  after  him  the  advocate 
of  the  poor  makes  a  rejoinder, 
which  he  has  a  right  to  fpin  out 
for  two  hours:  this  done,  every 
one  of  the  four  judges  harangues; 
then  all  the  notifications  are  made, 
examinations  canvafTed,  proofs 
debated,  and  a  thoufand  trifling 
formalities  obferved,  which  occa- 
fion  fuch  fhameful,  infurmount- 
able  delays,  as  eternize  a  criminal 
procefs.  It  happened  lately,  that 
upon  the  final  determination  of 
the  trial,  and  condemnation  of  a 
malefaiSlor,  a  meHage  was  fent  to 
the  jailor  to  bring  the  culprit  into 
court  in  order  to  receive  fentence  ; 
when,  behold  !  the  turnkey  ap- 
peared, and  made  affidavit  that 
the  prifoner  had  died  of  a  long  fit 
of  ficknefs  the  Chriftmas  twelve- 
month before.  As  the  falary  of 
a  judge  in  Naples  is  only  fifty  du- 
cats a  month  (9/  -]$  6d),  he  can- 
not afford  to  be  honefl  or  expedi- 
tious :  but  the  cafe  is  ftill  worfe 
in  the  provinces,  where  the  judges 
have  but  twenty- five  ducats,  and 
with  that  mull  keep  a  coach  and 
proper  houfehold  eftablilhrnent. 
The  fcrivani,  or  commlflaries, 
who  have  ihe  department  of  war- 
rants, arrells,  and  police,  are  al- 
lowed no  pay,  though  they  mull 
keep  thirty  bailiffs  a-piece  under 
them ;  fo  that  they  are  naturally 
very  afllve  in  taking  up  an  offen- 
der, where  there  is  a  probability 
of  extorting  any  money  out  of 
him:  when  once  in  durance,  the 
prifoner  ceafes  to  be  an  objeft  of 
confideration  to  them,  and  there- 
fore they  take  no  pains  to  forward 
hi?  trial,  or  bring  him  to  juftice : 


there  are  at  this  day  above  twelve 
thoufand  criminals  rotting  in  the 
different  prifons  of  the  kingdom, 
whofe  maintenance  cofts  the  ftate 
above  two  hundred  thoufand  du- 
cats a  year  (thirty-feven  thoufand 
five  hundred  pounds). 

The  fifhermen  of  Santa  Lucia 
are  the  handfomell  men  in  Naples; 
they  have  the  true  old  Grecian 
features,  and  fuch  well-propor- 
tioned limbs,  that  they  might 
ferve  for  models  in  any  academy 
of  defign  :  they  are  the  moil  fub- 
Hantial  and  beft  lodged  portion  of 
the  Neapolitan  populace.  It  is 
true,  as  moll  writers  affert,  that 
the  houferoom  of  this  metropolis 
is  very  inadequate  to  the  popula- 
tion, which,  according  to  authen- 
tic accounts,  amounted,  at  the 
clofe  of  the  year  1776,  to  three 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  fixty- 
one  fouls ;  and  that  numbers  of 
thefe  are  deftitute  of  houfe  and 
property.  But  it  is  not  equally  a 
fadl,  as  they  affert,  that  winter  and 
fummer  thefe  houfelefs  inhabitants 
pafs  their  lives  in  the  open  air, 
and  fleep  in  all  weathers  in  the 
llreets.  In  fummer  it  is  very 
pleafant  To  to  do,  buc  in  winter  not 
even  a  dog  could  bear  the  incle- 
mency of  the  weather,  not  {o  much 
on  account  of  cold,  as  of  wet. 
When  the  rainy  fcafon  fets  in,  it 
commonly  lafts  feveral  fucceflive 
weeks,  falling,  not  in  fuch  ihow- 
ers  as  we  are  acquainted  with  in 
England,  where  we  have  raiti 
more  or  lefs  every  month  in  thd 
year,  but  by  pailfuls,  an  abfolute 
water-fpout,  that  carries  all  be- 
fore it,  and  almofl  drov/ns  the  un- 
fortunate paficnger  who  is  caught 
out  of  doors  by  the  florm.  Tne 
quantity  of  rain  at  Naples  is  much, 
more  confiderable  than  that  which 
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falls  on  the  fame  (pace  of  ground 
in  England.  Whole  months  of 
drought  are  compenfated  by  the 
deluge  of  a  day  :  and  befides,  the 
fouth  winds  are  frequently  fo  boif- 
terous  in  winter,  as  to  burft  open 
the  bolts  of  both  doors  and  win- 
dows. At  that  rainy  time  of  the 
year,  few  are  fo  wretched  and 
helplefs  as  to  lie  in  the  llreet,  but 
molt  of  the  vagrants  refort  to  the 
caves  under  Capodi  Monte,  where 
they  fleep  in  crowds  like  fheep  in 
a  pinfold.  As  they  are  thus  pro- 
vided with  a  dwelling,  for  which 
no  rent  is  exafted,  they  alfo  pro- 
cure food  without  the  trouble  of 
cooking  or  keeping  houfe  :  the 
markets  and  principal  llreets  are 
lined  with  fellers  of  macaroni, 
fried  and  boiled  fifh,  puddings, 
cakes,  and  vegetables  of  all  forts  j 
where,  for  a  very  fmall  fum, 
which  he  may  earn  by  a  little  la- 
bour, running  of  ey-rands,  or  pick- 
ing of  pockets,  the  lazaro  finds  a 
ready  meal  at  all  hours  :  the  flag- 
gon  hanging  out  at  every  corner 
invites  him  to  quench  his  thirrt 
wiih  wine  ;  or  if  he  prefers  wa- 
ter, as  moil  of  them  do,  there  are 
ilalls  in  all  the  thoroughfares, 
where  lemonade  and  iced  water 
are  fold.  The  pafTion  for  iced  water 
is  fo  great  and  fo  general  at  Na- 
ples, that  none  but  mere  beggars 
will  drink  it  in  its  natural  llate  ; 
and,  I  believe,  a  fcarcity  of  bread 
would  not  be  more  fevcrely  felt 
than  a  failure  of  fnow.  It  is 
brought  in  boats  every  morning 
from  the  mountains  bi-hir.d  Cailc- 
lamare,  and  is  farmed  out  at  a 
gre.it  rent :  the  Jefuits,  who  pof- 
fcffed  a  large  capital,  as  well  as 
the  t.ue  Ipirit  of  enterprize,  had 
purchaled  ihe  exciufive  privilege 
of  fupplying  the  city  with  it. 


Very  little  fufHces  to  clothe  the 
lazaro,  except  on  holidays  ;  and 
then  he  is  indeed  tawdrily  decked 
out,  with  laced  jacket  and  fiame- 
coloured  ifockings :  his  buckles 
are  of  enormous  magnitude,  and 
feem  to  be  the  prototype  of  thofe 
with  which  our  prcfent  men  of 
mode  load  their  infleps.  The  wo- 
men are  alfo  very  fplendid  on  thofe 
days  of  fhew ;  but  their  hair  is 
then  bound  up  in  tlfTue  caps  and 
fcarlet  nets,  a  fafliion  much  Ief« 
becoming  than  their  every  day 
fimple  method.  Citizens  and 
lawyers  are  plain  enough  in  their 
apparel,  but  the  female  part  of 
their  family  vies  with  the  firft 
court  ladies  in  expenfive  drefs, 
and  all  the  vanities  of  modifh  fop- 
peries. Luxury  has  of  late  ad- 
vanced with  gigantic  ftrides  ia 
Naples,  Forty  years  ago,  the 
Neapolitan  ladies  wore  nets  and 
ribbons  on  their  heads,  as  the 
Spanilh  women  do  to  this  day, 
and  not  twenty  of  them  were  pof- 
feffed  of  a  cap  :  but  hair  plainly 
dreft  is  a  mode  now  confined  to 
the  loweft  order  of  inhabitants, 
and  all  dirtindlion  of  drefs  between 
the  wife  of  a  nobleman  and  that 
of  a  citizen  is  entirely  laid  afide. 
Expence  and  extravagance  are 
here  in  the  extreme.  The  great 
families  are  oppreft  with  a  load  of 
debt  ;  the  working  part  of  the 
community  always  ipend  the  price 
of  their  labour  before  they  receive 
it  ;  and  the  citizen  is  reduced  to 
great  parfimony,  and  almclt  pe- 
nury, in  his  houfe-kecpiiig,  in 
order  to  anfwer  tliefe  demands  of 
external  fhew :  fhort  commons  at 
home  whet  his  appetite  when  in- 
vited out  to  dii:r.er  ;  and  it  i* 
fcarce  credible  what  quantities  of 
viftuals  he  will  devour.  The  no- 
bility 
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bility  in  general  are  well  ferved, 
and  live  comfortably,  but  it  is  not 
their  tuftom  to  admit  Grangers  to 
their  table  ;  the  number  of  poor 
dependants  who  dine  with  them, 
and  cannot  properly  be  introduced 
into  company,  prevents  the  great 
families  from  inviting  foreigners: 
another  reafoix  may  be,  their 
fleeping  after  dinner  in  fo  regular 
a  manner  as  to  undrefs  and  go  to 
bed  :  no  ladies  or  gentlemen  iinilli 
their  toilet  till  the  afternoon,  on 
which  account  they  dine  at  twelve 
or  one  o'clok.  The  great  officers 
ef  Hate,  and  minilkrs,  live  in  a 
difterent  manner,  and  keep  fump- 
tuous  tables,  to  which  Grangers  and 
others  have  frequent  invitaiicns. 

The  eftabljrfi.nent  of  a  Neapo- 
litan grandee's  houfehold  is  upon 
a  very  expenfive  plan  ;  the  num- 
ber of  fervant5,  carriages,  and 
horfcs,  would  fuffice  for  a  fove- 
reign  prince;  and  the  wardrobe 
of  their  wives  is  formed  upon  the 
fame  magnificent  fcale;  yet  it  is 
a  fixed  rule,  that  all  ladies,  what- 
ever be  the  circomftance  of  tlieir 
hufbands,  affluent  or  circumfcrib- 
cd,  have  an  hundred  ducats  a 
month,  and  no  more,  allowed 
them  for  pin-money.  At  the 
birth  of  every  child,  the  hufband 
makes  his  wife  a  prefent  of  an 
hundred  ounces,  and  fome  valua- 
ble trinkets,  according  to  his  for- 
tune. Marri:ge  portions  are  not 
very  great  in  general ;  it  does  not 
coil  a  nobleman  more  to  marry  a 
daughter  than  it  does  to  make  her 
a  rlun ;  for  a  ihoufand  pounds 
will  not  defray  the  expence  of  the 
ceremonies  at  her  reception  and 
profeffion  :  fhe  muft  have  a  pcn- 
fion  fettled  upon  her,  and  re- 
ferves  befides,  a  power  over  her 
inheritance,   in   cafe   fhe   fhall  ar- 


rive at  any  dignity  in  the  convent^ 
and  wifli  to  enrich  it  with  build- 
ings, plate,  orveftments. 

Servants  and  artificers  of  the 
city  give  from  fifty  to  an  hundred 
ducats  with  their  daughters  ;  pea- 
fants  and  country  workmen  go  as 
far  as  three  hundred.  Females 
at  and  near  Naples  are  efteemed 
helplefs  and  indolent,  and  there- 
fore have  always  twice  or  thrice 
as  much  fortune  as  their  brothers, 
who  have  greater  refources  in  their 
flrength  and  adivity.  A  girl 
would  fcarce  get  a  hufband,  if 
her  lover  did  not  expeft  to  be  re- 
imburfed  by  her  portion  the  fum 
he  had  paid  away  with  his  own 
fillers.  In  the  plains,  it  is  cufto- 
mary  for  a  peafant,  on  the  birth 
of  a  daughter,  to  plant  a  row  of 
poplar  trees,  which  are  cut 
down  and  fold  at  the  end  of  fe- 
venteen  years,  to  make  up  a  for- 
tune for  her.  The  proverbial  be- 
nediftion  of  FigUJ  maf^hi,  male 
children,  which  a  Neapolitaa 
gives  a  woman  when  fhe  fneezes, 
is  fouiided  on  the  great  facility 
with  which  the  common  people 
provide  for  their  fons  :  as  foon  as 
they  can  run  about  they  are  able 
to  earn  their  bread,  while  their 
filters  remain  idle  at  home,  or  beg 
till  they  are  old  enough  to  attradl 
the  notice  of  the  men. 


Anecdotes  of  Charles  the  Xllth  of 
Sweden  ;  from  Letters  Military 
and  Political,  tranjlated  from  the 
Italian  cf  Count  Algarotti. 

To  Signer  Den  Giuseppe  Pecis, 


Y 


O  U  apply  to  me,  as  a  per- 
fon     who     has    lived     much 
among    the    northern    courts,     to 
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clear  up  certain  doftbts  rcfppfting 
Charles  the  Tsvelfth.  1  will  en- 
deavour, to  the  bed  of  my  power, 
to  refolve  your  queftions  refpedl- 
ing  a  priace  who  was  for  a  length 
of  time  the  polar  ftar  of  the  mili- 
tary world,  and  will  remain  to 
after-ages  its  mjft  dazzling  me- 
teor. You  may  at  any  rate  reft 
affured,  that  I  fhall  not  give  you 
a  Angle  anecdote,  but  wiiat  I  have 
heard  from  thole  who  were  eye- 
witnelTes  to  every  tranfaftion. 

To  begin  with  the  vifu  he  paid 
to  his  principil   enemy  King  Au- 
guftus  at  Drefden,  you    need    not 
entertain  the  fmalleft  doubt  of  it, 
however  extraordinary  it  may  ap- 
pear  to  you.     Charles  was    not  a 
man   of   the   common    ftamp :    he 
might,   fay,    like    father    Arduin, 
What !    do    I    rife    every  morning 
two   hours    before    day,    to    think 
like  the  reft  of  mankind  ?   In  fa6l, 
it  was  a  whim  that  he  determined 
to    indulge.     The    Swedilh    army 
was    then    on    its    march    towards 
Ruflia.     One    morning,    as   it  was 
filing   off   not    far    from  Drefden, 
the   king   fuidenly   departed   wiih 
two  companions  on  horfeback,  di- 
recting   his    courfe    to     the    city. 
One  of  his  attendants  he  leaves  at 
the  gate  as  a  cenrinel,   and    rides 
immediately    tj    the    palace    with 
the  other,  whom  he  leaves  in  the 
fame    manner;     giving    him    his 
horfe  in  charge,  while    he  aicends 
the    Hairs,  and   enters    the    apart- 
ments   of    King     Auguftus,     be- 
fore   he    had    rifen    from  his  bed. 
Thus    was    the    king    obliged    to 
get    up    without     ceremony,     and 
drefs    himfelf  in    the    prefence   of 
the  man  who   had  juft  before  dri- 
ven him  from  his  throne.    Charles 
remained    with    him    about    tiyee 
Vol.  XXV. 


quarters  of  an  hour;  during  which 
time  he  fcarcely  ever  took  his 
eyes  off  him,  nor  woul-1  give  him 
an  opportunity  of  fpeaking  to  any 
perfon  ;  not  even  to  a  page  or 
valet,  much  lefs  to  the  minifter, 
who  came  as  foon  as  he  heard  of 
the  King  of  Sweden's  arrival.  It 
happened,  as  they  were  walking 
through  the  rooms  of  the  palace, 
that  Charles  firft,  paffed  through 
one  of  the  doors,  when  the  mini- 
fter feized  that  opportunity  of 
making  figns,  to  know  whether 
it  was  the  king's  pleafure  that  he 
ftiould  be  detained  ;  to  which  he 
made  a  fignal  in  the  negative. 
The  vifit  turned  out  a  mere  affair 
of  ceremony;  and  Charles  being 
conduced  by  Auguftus  to  the  gate 
of  the  palace,  he  there  mounted 
his  horfe,  and  fet  off  full  fp^ed 
to  join  his  army,  which  he  found 
in  the  utmoft  anxiety  about  hi.m. 
As  foon  as  it  was  known  that  the 
king  had  entered  D/efden,  not 
feeing  him  return  immediately, 
they  thought  every  quarter  of  an 
hour  an  age,  and  became  fo  im- 
patient as  to  think  of  no  lefs  than 
marching  up  to  the  town,  and  lay- 
ing ficge  to  ir,  in  order  to  reco- 
ver their  prince. 

When  in  quarters  in  Saxony, 
his  delign  was  to  march  into  the 
heart  of  the  empire,  and  with  his 
viditorioas  arms  to  give  law  to 
Europe,  which  was  tnen  divided 
about  the  Spanifti  fucc;lSon. 
Many  reafons  have  been  given 
for  the  ftep  he  took  afterwards, 
of  leaving  the  empire,  and  turn- 
ing his  arms  againlt  Ruiiia.  What 
principally  urged  him  to  this  was, 
according  to  the  belt-received  au- 
thors, a  note  of  one  hundred 
tboufand  pounds  fterling  given   to 
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fomcbody  by  the  Duke   of  Marl- 
borough. 

Momentumque  fliit  inutatus  Curio  renim . 
The  duke   finifhed    the   bufinefs 
of  exafperating    him    againft    the 
Czar,    towards   whom   he  had    al- 
ready a     violent    animofity;     and 
pointed    out  to    him    the  glory  of 
crufhing   his    onlv    rival,     and    of 
becoming  the   arbiter  of  the  north, 
which  would  in  the  end  make  him 
the     arbiter     of    Europe.     There 
were  two  ways  to  march  into  Ruf- 
fia;   the  one  by  Livonia,  a  Swe- 
difh     country     on     the     fea-coaft, 
abounding  with  grain,  which  would 
fubfift  his  army ;  whence  entering 
into  the  fertile   provinces  of  Ruf- 
fia,  he  might   direfl  his  march  to 
Mofcow,    with    eafe    and     conve- 
nience, along   the   banks  of  navi- 
gable rivers  :  the  other  was  by  Po- 
land  and    Ucrania,    to  which    he 
was   invited    by  the   Cofack   Ma- 
zeppa,    a    malcontent,   who   pro- 
mifed  him  every  kind  of  affiitance  ; 
and  by  this  route  he  might  fall  at 
once   upon  Mofcow,    which  would 
decide    the    fate     of   Ruflia.      Of 
thefe    two,  .Charles   himfelf  chofe 
that   which    was    more   worthy    of 
his  courage  than  his  prudence  ;   as 
was  fully  proved  by  the  hardfhips 
his    troops    were    obliged    to     go 
through,   and   the  extreme   mifery 
to  which  they  were  at  length  re- 
duced. 

Charles's  laft  campaign  againft 
the  Danes,  wherein  he  loft  his 
life,  was  planned  indeed  entirely 
by  himfelf;  which  was  not  the 
cafe  with  regard  to  his  firft  enter- 
prifes,  that  were  followed  with  fo 
great  fuccefs :  in  thefe,  though 
he  was  the  Achilles,  fome  other 
was  the  Chiron.     It  was   always 


his  cuftom  to  charge  the  enemy  at 
the  head  of  his  cavalry :   the  dif- 
pofition   of  the  battle  was  left  to 
Levenhaupt.      The     famous    dif- 
embarkation  at  Copenhagen,  with 
which  Charles,  while  yet  a  youth, 
opened    his    military  career,    was 
projected  by  General   Stuart  ;  the 
attack  of  the  enemy's  trenches  at 
Narva,  v/hich  brought  to  mind  the 
exploits  of  the  Greeks  againft  the 
Perfians,  by  one    Gundvil.      Ge- 
neral    AltendorfF   conceived     the 
idea  of  the  famous  paiTage  of  the 
Duna,   where    fome    rafts     being 
floated  down   the  ftreara  with  wet 
ftraw  on  them,  which  was  fet  fire 
to,   the   Swedilh  army   pafled  the 
river,  covered  by  the  fmoke  from 
the  enemy,  who   was    to  leeward ; 
a  ftratagem  firft  put  in  praftice  by 
Hannibal. 

His  army  was  ftrengthened  by 
the  prefence  of  feveral  brave  and 
experienced  generals,  who  had 
ferved  under  Charles  the  Eleventh, 
his  father ;  who  might  be  of  infi- 
nite fervice  to  him  in  council,  as 
Philip's  officers  were  to  Alexan- 
der. It  was  not  fo  with  the  Czar, 
his  enemy,  who  derived  inftruftion 
from  his  defeats  alone.  He  reap- 
ed more  benefit,  however,  from 
thefe  defeats,  than  Charles  did 
even  from  his  victories.  The  fuc- 
cefs of  the  engagement  at  Pultowa 
he  owed  entirely  to  himfelf;  in 
which  he  had  to  do  with  the  moft 
terrible  enemy  he  ever  had  upon 
his  hands  ;  over  whom  this  battle 
gave  him  a  complete  and  decifive 
advantage,  a  battle  that  might  be 
called  the  modern  Pharfalia. 

Charfes    having    arrived,    after 
fuffering   many  difficulties,   in  U- 
crania,    found   the  great    promifes 
of  Mazeppa,    who    had    engaged 
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to  fubfift  his  army,  reduced  to 
nothing.  Being  in.  the  greateft 
dillrefs  for  want  of  provifions, 
partly  through  the  difappointment 
he  met  with  from  Mazeppa,  and 
partly  from  the  defeat  of  Leven- 
haupt  on  his  march  to  the  army 
with  15,000  men,  and  a  confider- 
able  efcort  of  ammunition  and 
provifions,  he  came  to  the  refo- 
lucion  of  laying  fiege  to  PuUowa. 
In  this  place  the  Czar  had  col- 
le6led  a  quantity  of  provifions, 
and  had  left  a  ftrong  garrifon  to 
defend  it.  By  the  capture  of  it, 
Charles  might  reftore  plenty  to 
his  army,  and  fecure  a  good  poft 
for  his  head-quarters,  whence 
he  might  diredl  the  future  opera- 
tions of  the  war.  Various  were 
the  opinions  in  the  Ruffian  army, 
during  the  fiege,  of  the  fteps  that 
fliould  be  taken  by  them :  fome 
were  for  inclofing  the  Swedes  by 
an  entrenchment,  and  reducing 
them  through  hunger  to  a  capitu- 
lation :  otiiers  were  for  laying 
wafte  the  country  for  a  hundred 
leagues  around,  and  leaving  them 
to  perifli  without  the  rifk  of  a  battle. 
But  fearing  that  the  town,  which 
was  vigoroufly  attacked,  would  be 
obliged  to  furrender,  and  that 
Charles  would  be  enabled  to  re- 
frefti  his  army,  the  Ruffians  at 
laft  determined  on  not  delaying 
any  longer  to  give  him  battle. 
The  Czar  gave  the  more  reat'ily 
into  this  meafure,  as  he  knew 
that  Charles's  impetuous  difpofi- 
tion  would  induce  him  to  feize 
eagerly  the  occafion  of  a  general 
adlion  with  the  Ruffian  army, 
however  it  might  be  to  his  own 
difadvantage.  He  marched  then 
early  in  the  morning,  fo  as  to  ar- 
rive in  time  to  encamp  in  the  en- 
trance of  a  wood,  near  the  King 


of  Sweden ;  whjy,  he  fuppofed, 
would  prepare  matters  to  attack 
him  the  next  morning.  Thus 
judged  the  Czar,  and  thus  it 
really  happened.  But  in  the  night 
the  Czar  gave  orders  for  feven  re- 
doubts to  be  raifed  in  the  wood, 
jull  in  front  of  his  infantry.  This 
was  for  two  different  pur  poles  ; 
one  to  check  the  impetuofity  and 
break  the  order  of  the  Swedes  itx 
their  firft  onfet,  which  by  expe- 
rience he  had  fufficient  reafon  to 
dread ;  the  other,  that  he  might 
not  fhut  up  his  troops  in  a  conti- 
nued line  of  entrenchment,  but 
afford  them  the  means  of  fallying 
oat  upon  the  enemy  through  the 
intervals  between  the  redoubts ; 
a  method  of  fortifying  an  encamp- 
ment highly  applauded  by  Mar- 
ihal  Saxe,  and  thenceforward 
elteemed  the  moft  perfect.  The 
king  went  forth  in  the  morni:-:g, 
full  of  ardour,  and  flufhed  with 
the  hopes  of  conqueft  ;  but  it  was 
fome  time  before  he  took  notice 
of  the  Czar's  difpofuion.  The 
cor.fequence  was,  that,  though 
the  Ruffian  horfe  were  beaten,  and 
three  of  the  redoubts  taken  by 
ftorm,  the  Swedes  had  in  the  end 
the  worlt  of  the  adion  ;  which 
was  equal  to  a  decifive  vi«5tory  oa 
the  part  of  the  Ruffians. 

The  king  of  Sweden  excelled 
more  in  the  field  than  in  council, 
was  more  capable  of  exiecuting 
than  planning  any  great  defign ; 
he  might  be  compared  to  a  ihell, 
which  does  fometimes  prodigious 
execution ;  but  it  muft  be  when 
under  the  diredion  of  an  able 
bombardier. 

When  he  had  cccafion  to  con- 
fult  with  others,  which  was  but 
feldora,  he  never  did  it  in  a  direft 
manner;   bat  piopofcd  a   general 
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quefiiou  to  thofe  in  whom  he  plac- 
ed the  higheft  conlidencc,  and 
took  their  '  different  opinions  on 
the  fubjea.  This  might  have 
been  the  effeft  of  pride,  or  per- 
haps of  that  maxim  of  princes 
and  ftateimen,  to  advife  with 
others,  without  difclofing  their 
own  fentiments. 

All   the  world   knows  the  aver- 
fion  this  great  man  had  for  women  ; 
but  very  few   know  whence  it   ori- 
ginated.    He  had  fcarcely  mount- 
ed   the   throne,    when,     breathing 
nothing    but  war,    he   was    conti- 
nually^ employed    in    thinking    of 
the   moil:  eftedtual   and   dellruaive 
means    of   making   it.     A  certain 
profeflbr  of  Stockholm   had   com- 
municated to   him    a   new   inven- 
tion  in    the   branch    of  ordnance, 
with  which  he  was  fo  much  pleafed 
as    to   order   him    immediately    to 
make   the  experiment.     Impatient 
for  the   completion    of  the  work, 
he   went   very  early  one   morning 
all   alone   to  the  profefTor's  hou(e, 
who  was  in  bed,  having  been  tak- 
en ill   the   day    before  with  a  fe- 
ver.    After    knocki.ng    for  a   con- 
fiderable    length     of    time    at   the 
door,    he  was    let   in,    and  had   a 
conference   with    the    profelTur   on 
the   fubjed  that   his   mind  was   fo 
fully  taken  up  with.     At   his  de- 
parture   he    was    preceded     by    a 
young  girl,  a  fervant  of  the  pro- 
ftffor's,    who    catjied    a    lantern, 
and  had  fome  pretenfions  to  beau- 
ty.     The    king   took   a  fancy    to 
the    girl,    which    fliewed   he   was 
not     indifferent    to    the    fex,   and 
began  to  take  fome  liberties  with 
her:    but    fne,     being   perhaps   a 
native  of  Dalecarlia,  wjth  a  heart 
congenial    to    the    foil,    did  •  not 
ra^jch   rellfli    this   freedom   of  the 
king,  and   in   return  treated  him 


rather  roughly.  We  are  affared, 
that  this  repulfe  made  fo  deep  an 
impreffion  on  the  king's  mind, 
that  he  abfolutely  refuied  in  Po- 
land to  fee  the  Couniefs  of  Ko- 
nigfmaick,  and  for  ever  banifhed 
the  fex  from  his  company  and  his 
pleafures. 

Magnanimity,  which  you  allow 
him,     he    certainly    poffefl'ed    to    a 
very   high   degree.      I    fhali   give 
you  an  inftance  of  it,  by  an  anec- 
dote   which    Plutarch    would    not 
have   omitted,   had  he  written  the 
life  of  Charles.     He  happened   to 
be  one  day,  after  his  return   from 
Turkey,  riding  out,  with  a  fmall 
number   of  attendants,    whom     he 
left,  and  went  on  confiderably  be- 
fore.     Being  come  to  the  gate  of  a 
field   he  had  to   pafs   through,   he 
opened    it,    and   negledled  to  Ihut 
it  again,  according  to  the  laws  of 
the   country.     The    owner   of  the 
ground,  who  was  an  enfign  in  the 
army,   being    near    at    hand,   and 
not        being       acquainted       with 
Charles's    perfon,    called    out    to 
know  why  he  did  not  fhut  the  gate 
after  him,  according  to  the  king's 
orders,   and,    as   he    palTed,    made 
ufe    of    fome    uncivil    expreffions. 
Why    do    you    not    go    and    fhut 
it    yourfelf?     anfwers     the     king. 
This    fo    enrage*   the   gentleman, 
that    he    feizes    the    bridle,    and 
flops  the  horfe.     On  this  Charles 
puts   his  hand  to  his   fvvord ;   but 
the   other,    being    too    ifrong    for 
him,   fnatches  it  from  him.     The 
king  then  draws  out  a  piftol,  and 
threatens   to  make    the  other   re- 
pent   it,    unlefs    he    immediately 
lays   down    the   fword   on    a   ftone 
that  was     clofe    by.     Yoa     would 
not  be  fo  valiant,  fays  the  gentle- 
man,  if  I  was  alfo    provided  with 
a  piftol.     Go,  and  fetch  one,  fiays 
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the  king.  The  gentleman  on 
this  goes  for  a  piftol,  while  the 
.  king  ivaits  his  return.  As  he 
was  coming  back  in  high  dud- 
geon, he  efpies  the  king's  attend- 
ants at  a  little  dillance  ;  which 
giving  him  lome  luipicion,  he 
makes  his  retreat.  The  noble- 
■en,  who  had  j  ined  th5  king, 
feeing  him  take  up  his  fword 
without  faving  a  word,  did  not 
venture  to  afk  him  anv  qu-ltions, 
but  followed  him  in  fjknce.  It 
happened  that  not  long  after,  the 
regiment,  in  which  this  gentle- 
man was  an  enlitrn,  became  va- 
cant, and  was  given  to  one  of  the 
noblemen  who  had  that  day  at- 
tended the  king.  The  gentle- 
man thought  it  necelfary  to  in- 
form his  colonel  of  all  the  parti- 
culars, and  defired  he  would  con- 
trive to  extricate  him  from  the 
difficulty.  The  day  being  ar- 
rived, on  which  the  regiment  was 
to  pals  in  review,  the  enfign  docs 
not  make  his  appearance.  His 
majefty  obferves  to  the  colonel. 
There  is  an  officer  miffing.  He  is 
informed,  that  the  officer  is  on 
guard.  Let  him  be  fent  for,  fays 
the  king.  The  enfign  is  accord- 
ingly brought  forth,  God  knows 
with  what  fenfaiions.  The  king 
immediately  gallops  up  to  him, 
then  flops,  and  looking  upon  him 
ftedfaflly,  names  him  to  a  firft 
lieutenancy,  and  orders  a  good 
round  number  of  florins  to  be 
counted  out  to  him. 

There  are  many  other  inftances 
related  of  his  magnanimity,  which 
it  would  be  too  tedious  to  enu- 
merate;  amongtl  which,  1  know 
not  whether  you  will  place  tnat 
refolution  of  his,  not  to  have  his 
wound  drelfed,  after  hearing  of 
the   total   defeat    of  his   army   at 
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Pultowa,    and    his    tenr'ng  off  the 
dreffings,  like  another  Cato.      *• 

A  certain  particular  in  the  anec- 
dotes of  Charles's  life,  you,  who 
are  fo  curious  in  invelligating 
the  human  heart,  will  be  giad  to 
know ;  which  is,  that  he  fome- 
times  recommended  to  the  chap- 
lains of  his  army,  in  the  formons 
which  among  the  Lutherans  are 
preached  to  the  foldiers,  to  take 
the  following  text  : 

Mmcte  in  vocavione  in  qua  vocali  eftib. 

As  Petrach  often  raifed  hi» 
thoughts  to  the  thud  circle  of  the 
heavens,  wh.-re  he  fuppofed  his 
Laura  was  with  the  other  devoiel 
flaves  of  love  ;  fo  did  Charles  to 
the  circle  of  the  God  of  War, 
which  was  /jis  heaven.  He  was 
frequently  overheard  by  his  do- 
meitics  counterfeiting  firlt  the 
noife  of  drums,  then  that  of  ar- 
tillery, and  hnally  the  report  of 
fniall'  arms  ;  when  he  would  all 
on  a  fudden  clap  his  hand  to  the 
fword  which  he  always  wore  by 
his  fide  ;  his  imagination  tranf- 
forming  the  chairs  and  tables  in 
the  room  into  horfe  and  foot- 
men. 

During  his  ftay  at  Bender,  hav- 
ing heard  mention  of  the  length 
of  time  a  man  may  live  without 
nourilhment,  and  of  the  filling 
and  auilerity  pradifed  by  the  San- 
tons,  and  by  the  oriental  Jew5, 
he  took  it  in  his  head  to  try  the 
ilrength  of  his  own  conftitution 
in  this  particular.  He  held  out^ 
for  a  week,  taking  only  a  glafs  of 
water  each  day  ;  and  at  the  fanje 
lime  omitting  none  of  his  ordina- 
ry exercifes,  among  others,  that 
of  riding  ten  leagues  on  horl'e- 
back.  On  the  eighth  day  he 
found   an  inclination  to  cat :  fo  he 
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took  (bme  food,  but  not,  as  one 
weald  iuppoic,  what  was  very 
light  and  eafy  of  digellion,  but 
fome  good  fubftantial  meat,  and 
in  no  fmall  quantity.  This, 
however,  afFefled  neither  his 
health  nor  his  ftomach,  fo  as  to 
prevent  him  from  purfuing  his  or- 
dinary courfe  of  living. 

Whenever  he  played  at  Chefs, 
as  he  frequently  did  to  pafs  away 
the  time  at  Bender,  he  always 
moved  the  king  towards  the  front 
as  foon  as  pofiible.  To  cover 
himfelf  was  entirely  out  of  the 
queftion  ;  and  if  ever  a  pawn  hap- 
pened to  be  in  his  way,  he  did 
rot  puzzle  himfelf  long  about  the 
methcd  of  moving  him,  but 
knocked  him  at  once  off  the 
board.  Such  influence  has  that 
genius,  or  natural  difpofition, 
that  is  born  along  with  us,  which 
in  Charles  fhewed  its  prevalence 
to  the  laft :  for,  after  receiving 
his  fatal  blow  at  Frederickftadt, 
he  was  found  with  his  hand  upon 
the  hilt  of  his  fword. 

Thus  you  have  a  flight  fketch, 
but  an  original  one  at  leaft,  of 
the  rival  of  Peter  the  Great,  to 
Tvhofe  great  qualities  he  was  at 
length  obliged  to  give  way.  Guf- 
tavus  Adolphus,  who  attended  the 
lectures  of  our  Galileo  at  Padua, 
and  united  the  charafters  of  the 
foldier  and  the  politician,  was, 
doubtlefs,  a  much  greater  man ; 
jiotwithftanding  Gullavus  com- 
mitted an  overfight,  in  negleding 
to  follow  up  his  viftory  of  Leip- 
iic.  Having*  completely  routed 
his  enemies  in  that  battle,  inftead 
ef  marching  ftraight  into  Bohe- 
mia, he  was  content  with  detach- 
ing  there    his   ally  the   eleftor  of 


without  fpirit,  and  was  foon  gain- 
ed over  by  the  Auflrians.  Gufla- 
vus  divided  and  dilfipated  his 
force,  like  a  great  river  that 
overflows  its  banks,  and  went  here 
and  there  throughout  Germany, 
befieging  towns,  and  laying  coun- 
tries under  contribution  ;  but 
knew  not  how  to  contraft  and 
abridge  the  war,  according  to  the 
Roman  and  Turkilh  method.  He 
gave  time  to  the  enemy  to  recover 
himfelf,  and  loft  all  his  former 
advantages :  fo  that  he  was  oblig- 
ed at  Lutzen  to  re-commence  that 
game  which  he  had  before  won, 
and  which  then  terminated  with 
his  life. 

It  appears  to  me,  beyond  all 
difpute,  that  the  grcateft  man 
among  the  Swedifli  monarchs  was 
Guflavus  Vafa.  He  found  the 
means  of  v/ell  regulating  and  di- 
recting the  natural  flrength  of  his 
country ;  and  did  not  attempt  to 
puih  it  beyond  its  proper  bounds, 
but  made  fo  judicious  a  ufe  of  it 
within  the  kingdom,  that  without 
him  it  could  neither  have  been 
extended  fo  far  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  realm  by  Guflavus  Adol- 
phus, nor  fo  glorioufly  mifguided, 
as  it  was  afterwards,  by  Charles 
the  Twelfth. 


Some  Jccount  of  the  Life  o/'Caflruc- 
cio    Gailracani    of  Lucca;  from 

thefatne  Author. 

AMONGST  the  ofufcula  of 
the  fecretary  ',  the  mofl  con- 
fiderable  is  the  life  of  Caftruccio 
Caftracani  ;  who  fignalized  him- 
felf for  his  valour,   about  the  time 


that     Dante    recalled    the    Mufes 
Saxony,  who  carried   on   the  war    into  Italy :    and,     as    this    latter 


*  Macchiavd. 


gave 


CHARACTERS. 


gave  a  new  life  to  poetry,  fo  did 
Caftruccio  to  the  military  art. 
Of  the  loweft  extradlion,  he  raif- 
ed  hirafelf  by  his  perfonal  merit 
alone  to  the  dominion  of  Lucca, 
of  Lunigiana,  of  part  of  the  Ri- 
viere of  Genoa,  and  afterwards  of 
Pifa  and  Piftoja ;  and,  if  death 
had  not  put  a  itop  to  his  career, 
after  he  had  juft  brought  to  a 
I'uccefsful  iflue  a  moft  important 
enterprife  againft  the  Florentines, 
he  would  in  the  end  have  made 
himfelf  mailer  of  all  Tufcany. 
Critics  will  have  it,  that  he  took 
the  thread  only  from  real  hiftory, 
the  textHre  being  entirely  his  own  ; 
and  that,  in  imitation  of  Xeno- 
phon's  Cyropjedia,  he  wilhed  to 
exhibit  Callruccio  to  the  world, 
as  a  model  of  civil  and  military 
condudl.  That  this  was  really  the 
cafe,  may  be  inferred  from  fome 
expreflions  of  the  ancients,  which 
he  puts  into  the  mouth  of  Caftruc- 
cio ;  and  in  particular  from  the 
variation  that  is  obfervable  be- 
tween the  fads  he  lays  down  in 
the  Life,  and  thofe  which  he  has 
related  of  him  in  the  Hiftory  of 
Florence.  In  the  former  he  gives 
free  fcope  to  his  imagination  ; 
whereas  in  the  latter  he  follows  the 
authority  of  Villani,  a  contem- 
porary author ;  who  neverthelefs 
reprel'ents  Callruccio  to  have  been 
magnanimous,  prudent,  dextrous, 
diligent,  indefatigable,  brave,  and 
at  the  fame  time  cool  in  battle, 
and  extremely  fortunate  in  his 
enterprifes.  Such  in  fad  does  he 
fhevv  himfelf  in  all  his  aftions. 
That  might  be  truly  called  a  de- 
fign  worthy  of  a  Ca:far,  which  he 
had  formed,  of  throwing  a  dam 
acrofs  the  ftreights  of  the  Golfo- 
line  rock,  that  he  might  make 
himfelf  mafter  of  the  city  of  Flo- 
rence,   by  caufxng   the    waters  of 
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the  Arno  to  overflow  it.  He 
Ihewed  prodigious  ingenuity  in 
the  fiege  of  Hiftoja,  a  little  before 
his  death  ;  having  made  ufe  of  fe- 
veral  curious  n>achines,  particu- 
larly the  wooden  tower  of  the 
ancients,  and  fortified  his  camp 
in  a  moll;  admirable  manner  a- 
gainft  tlie  town,  and  (till  more  fo 
againlt  the  Florentines,  who  at- 
tempted in  vain  to  relieve  it :  fo 
that  nothing  can  be  richer  than 
this  piece  of  embroidery,  as  we 
may  call  it,  wrought  by  the  fc- 
cretary. 

Three  battles  were  given  by 
Caftruccio,  which  were  embel- 
lilhed,  if  not  entirely  planned,  by 
Macchiavel ;  who  fsems  in  his  re- 
lation of  them  to  be  fond  of  fhew- 
ing  his  military  knowledge.  The 
firft  was  at  Mount  Carlo,  roc  far 
from  Pel'cia,  when  Caftruccio  ferv- 
ed  under  Uguccione  della  Fag- 
giuola,  who  commanded  the  com- 
bined forces  of  the  Pifuis  and 
Lucchefe  againft  the  Florentines. 
Illnefs  having  obliged  Uguccione 
to  leave  the  camp,  the  enemy  took 
courage,  thinking  they  could  eafi- 
ly  beat  an  army  without  a  com- 
mander. They  accordingly  march- 
ed out,  and  offered  battle  every 
day,  eager  to  come  to  adion,  and 
in  their  own  minds  fure  of  gain- 
ing the  vidory.  Caftruccio  did 
all  in  his  power  to  confirm  them 
in  this  opinion,  ftiewing  ^v^vy 
fign  of  fear,  and  not  fuffering  any 
one  to  go  without  the  entrench- 
ments. At  length,  having  learnt 
the  difpofition  of  the  Florentines, 
who  pl.iced  the  flower  of  their 
troops  in  the  center,  and  the 
weaker  upon  the  flanks,  he  fallied 
out,  forming  his  army  in  an  op- 
pofite  order ;  and  having  ordered 
his  center  to  move  flow  whillt 
the   wings  advanced  rapidly,    the 
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beft  of  his  troops  came  to  engage 
the  word  of  the  enemy's ;  by 
which  manoeuvre  he  obtained  the 
viftory. 

The  next  battle  was  fought 
upon  the  hill  of  Serravalle,  which 
lits  at  the  end  of  the  vale  of  Nie- 
vole,  between  Pefcia  and  Piftoja. 
The  Lucchefe  were  encamped  on 
one  fide  of  the  hill,  and  the  Flo- 
rentines on  the  other.  It  was  Caf- 
truccio's  intention  to  engage  the 
enemy  in  this  narrow  pafs ;  where 
his  troops  could  not,  before  the 
afti&n  frould  begin,  difcover  their 
number,  and  would  have  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  ground.  The  night 
before  the  battle,  he  took  the  pre- 
caution of  occupying  fecretly  the 
caftle  of  Serravalle,  which  was  fi- 
tuated  at  the  top  of  the  hill,  at  a 
little  diftance  from  the  road  ; 
and  in  that  war  obferved  a  perfeft 
neutrality.  This  done,  he  puts 
his  army  in  motion  betimes  in  the 
morning ;  and  about  break  of 
day,  his  infantry  falls  in  with  the 
cavalry  of  the  advanced  guard  of 
the  Florentine  army,  who  were 
afcending  the  hill  on  the  other 
fide,  with  little  expeftation  of 
meeting  Caftruccio.  The  advan- 
tage he  had  of  attacking  the  Flo- 
rentines unexpedledly,  and  of 
flanking  them  from  the  caflle, 
gained  him  the  b?.t.tle. 

The  third  vidory  which  he  ob-' 
tained  over  the  fame  enemy,  was 
jno  lefs  fignal.  They  were  en- 
camped at  St.  Miniato,  on  the 
left  fide  of  the  Arno,  about  thirty 
miles  from  Pifa.  Having  fecured 
Pifa  with  a  ilrong  garrifon,  Caf- 
truccio pitched  his  camp  at  Fucec- 
chio,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  ri- 
ver ;  a  ilrong  and  commodious 
pofulon.  He  kept  at  a  little  dif- 
tance  from  the  Arno,   in  order   to 


encourage  the  Florentines  to  pafs 
it.  His  defign  fucceeded :  and  no 
focner  had  they  begun  one  morn- 
ing to  ford  it  with  a  part  or  their 
army,  than  Caftruccio,  having 
divided  his  forces  into  two  lines, 
fell  upon  them  with  the  tirft. 
The  fight  was  obftinate ;  Caf- 
truccio being  inferior  in  force, 
but  with  the  advantage  of  engag- 
ing troops  who  were  in  dilorder  : 
for  the  Florentines,  not  having 
all  croiTed  the  river,  had  not  time 
to  form  their  line  of  battle.  Mean- 
while he  detaches  two  corps  of 
infantry,  one  higher  up,  and  the 
other  lower  down  the  river,  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  paffing  it, 
in  order  to  take  him  in  flank. 
The  fortune  of  the  day  ftill  remain- 
ed in  fufpenfe,  the  Florentines 
making  a  vigorous  defence  againft 
the  troops  of  Caftruccio,  as  faft 
as  they  gained  the  bank.  Caf- 
truccio then  ordered  his  fecond 
line  to  relieve  the  firft ;  which, 
being  compofed  of  frelh  troops, 
foon  broke  the  Florentines,  who 
were  nearly  exhaufted,  and  drove 
them  into  the  river.  That  part 
of  the  Florentine  cavalry,  which 
had  hitherto  remained  unbroken, 
was  obliged  to  give  way,  when 
attacked  at  once  by  Caftruccio's 
cavalry,  and  by  his  infantry, 
which  had  no  longer  any  of  the 
Florentine  infantry  to  oppofe 
them. 

With  fuch  ikill  and  dexterity 
does  Caftruccio  fight  his  battles, 
according  to  the  fecretary's  ac- 
count of  them.  If  his  relations 
are  not  true,  we  muft  allow  them 
at  leaft  to  be  plaufible  ;  and  they 
may  perhaps  induce  us  to  think 
with  Ariftotle,  that  fiftion  is  more 
inftrudtive  than  hiftcry. 

Extras 
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^xtraSl  from  the  Conffssions  of 
J,  J.  Rouffeau,  tra>:Jlate4  from 
the  French  of  j.  J.  Roull'cau. 

HOW  much  did  the  firft  fight 
of  Paris  belie  the  idea  I  had 
of  If  !  The  ex'ernal  decoration 
I  had  feen  at  Turin,  the  beauty 
of  the  ftreets,  the  fymmetry  and 
fquarenefs  of  the  houfes,  induced 
pie  to  feek  at  Paris  Hill  more.  I 
had  figured  to  myfelf  a  city  as 
beautitul  as  large,  of  the  mod 
impofing  afpeft,  where  nothing 
was  feen  but  fuperb  ftreets  and 
marbie  or  golden  palaces.  Com- 
ing in  at  the  fuburbs  St.  IVIarceau, 
I  fa^v  none  but  lie  le,  dirty  ftink- 
i.ng  flreets,  ugly  black  houfes,  the 
appearance  oi  naiiinefs,  poverty, 
beggars,  carters,  old  cloath  botch- 
ers, criers  of  ptifan  and  old  hars. 
All  thefe  things  ftruck  me,  at 
firft  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  all  I 
have  feen  at  Paris,  really  magni- 
ficent, has  not  been  able  to  deltroy 
this  firft  impreffion,  and  that  there 
fiill  remains  a  fecret  difguft  to  the 
refidence  of  this  capital.  I  can  fay 
^h^  whole  time  1  afterwards  re- 
mained, there,  was  employed  in 
feeking  refources  which  might 
enable  me  to  live  far  from  it. 
Such  is  the  fruit  of  a  too  adlive 
imagination,  which  exaggerates 
beyond  the  exaggerations  ol  man- 
kind, and  always  fees  more  in  a 
thing  than  has  been  heard.  I  had 
heard  Paris  fo  much  boafted  of,  I 
looked  on  it  like  ancient  Babylon, 
from  which  I  fliould,  perhaps, 
have  found  full  as  much  to  dedud, 
had  I  feen  it,  from  the  the  pidure  I 
had  drawn  of  it.  Tlie  fame  thing 
Happened  to  me  at  the  opera, 
where  I  haftened  to  go  the  mor- 
row of  my  arrival  :  the  fame  af- 
terwards happened    at  Verfaillts  ; 


after  that,  likewife,  on  feeing  the 
fea  ;  and  the  fame  thing  will  al- 
ways happen  to  me,  on  feeing  any 
thing  too  much  extolled  ;  for  it 
is  impoftible  to  mankind,  and  dif- 
ficult to  Nature  itfelf,  to  furpafs 
the  richnels  of  my  imagination. 

From  the  manner  I  was  received 
by  all  thofc  for  whom  1  had  letters, 
1  thought  my  fortune  made.  Him 
I  was  moll  recommended  to,  and 
lea  ft  care  fled  by,  was  M.  de  Sur- 
beck,  retired  from  the  fervice,  and 
living  philofophically  at  Bagneux, 
where  I  went  feveral  times  to  fee 
him,  wuhout  his  once  offering 
r:,e  even  a  glafs  of  water.  I  was 
better  received  by  Madam  de  Mer- 
veilleux,  fifter-in-law  to  the  in- 
terptter,  and  by  his  nephew,  an 
oiiicer  in  the  guards.  'I'he  mo- 
ther and  fon  not  only  received  me 
well,  but  offered  me  their  table, 
of  which  1  often  benefited  during 
my  ftay  at  Paris.  Madam  de 
Merveilleiix  appeared  to  me  to 
have  been  handfome  ;  her  hair  was 
a  beautiful  black,  and  formed,  in 
the  old  falhion,  ringlets  on  her 
forehead.  That  which  does  not 
perifli  with  beauty  ftill  remained, 
an  agreeable  mind.  She  feemed 
pleaied  with  mine,  and  did  all  in 
her  power  to  ferve  me ;  but  no 
one  leconded  her,  and  I  was  foon 
undeceived  on  all  this  great  inte- 
rcft  they  appeared  to  take  in  my 
behalf.  I  muft,  however,  do  the 
French  juiHce  ;  they  do  not 
fmother  you  with  proteftations,  as 
is  laid  of  them  ;  and  thofe  they 
make  are  almoft  always  fincere ; 
but  they  have  a  manner  of  inte- 
relling  themfelvcs  in  your  favour, 
which  deceives  you  more  than 
wojds.  The  coarfe  compliments 
ot  the  Swifs  can  impofe  on  fools 
only.      The    French   manners  are 

more 
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more  feducing,  only  becaufe  they 
are  more  fimple  ;  you  think  they 
don't  tell  you  all  they  intend  to 
do  for  you,  to  furprife  you  more 
agreeably.  I  (hall  go  farther  :  they 
are  not  falfe  in  their  demonftra- 
tions ;  they  are  naturally  officious, 
humane,  benevolent,  and  even, 
whatever  may  be  faid  of  it,  more 
downright  than  any  other  nation  ; 
but  they  are  light  and  airy.  They 
have,  in  effed,  the  fentiment  they 
exprefs  ;  but  this  fentiment  goes 
ofF  as  it  came.  While  fpeaking 
to  you,  they  are  full  of  you :  go 
out  of  their  fight,  they  have  for- 
got you.  Nothing  is  permanent 
in  them  ;  every  thing  with  them 
lalls  but  a  moment. 

I  was  therefore  flattered  much, 
ferved  little.  The  Colonel  God- 
ard,  whofe  nephew  I  was  to  be 
with,  feeing  my  diftrefs,  and  al- 
though rolling  in  riches,  wanted 
me  for  nothing.  He  pretended  I 
ftiould  be  with  his  nephew,  a  kind 
of  valet  without  wages  rather  than 
as  a  teal  tutor.  Continually  en- 
gaged with  him,  and  by  that  dif- 
penfed  from  duty,  I  mud  live  on 
my  cadet's  pay,  that  is,  a  foldier's  ; 
it  was  with  trouble  he  confcnted  to 
give  me  a  uniform  ;  he  had  been 
glad  to  put  me  off  with  that  of 
the  regiment.  Madam  de  Mer- 
veilleux,  enraged  at  his  propofals, 
advifed  me  herfelf  not  to  accept 
them-;  her  fon  was  of  the  fame  opi- 
nion. Other  things  were  fought, 
but  nothing  found.  I  began, 
however,  to  be  in  want  ;  an  hun- 
dred livres,  on  which  I  had  made 
my  journey,  could  not  carry  me 
far.  Happily,  I  received  from 
the  ambaffador  a  trifling  remit- 
tance, which  was  very  ufeful  ; 
and  I  believe  he  had  not  diicarded 
we,     had    1   had  more  patience : 


but  to  languifh,  wait,  folicit,  are, 
to  me,  impoflibilities.  I  was  dif- 
couraged,  appeared  no  more,  and 
all  was  at  an  end.  I  had  not  for- 
got my  poor  Mamma ;  but  how 
to  find  her  ?  where  to  feek  her  ? 
Madam  de  Merveilleux,  who 
knew  my  (lory,  affilled  me  in  the 
refearch,  but  long  to  no  purpofe. 
At  lalt  fhe  told  me  that  Madam  de 
Warens  had  been  gone  more  than 
two  months,  but  it  was  not  known 
whether  to  Savoy  or  Turin,  and 
that  fome  faid  fhe  was  returned  to 
Switzerland.  Nothing  more  was 
neceffary  to  determine  me  to  fol- 
low her,  certain,  that,  wherever 
fhe  might  be,  I  ftiould  find  her  ia 
the  country  much  eafier  than  1 
could  have  done  at  Paris. 

Before  my  departure,  I  exer- 
cifed  my  new  poetical  talent,  in 
an  epiftle  to  Colonel  Godard,  in 
which  I  bantered  him  as  well  as  I 
could.  I  fhevved  this  fcrawl  to 
Madam  de  Merveilleux,  who  in- 
ftead  of  cenfuring  me,  as  fhe 
ought,  laughed  heartily  at  my 
farcafms,  and  her  fon  likewife, 
who,  I  believe,  did  not  love  Mr. 
Godard ;  it  mud  be  owned  he 
was  not  amiable.  I  was  tempted 
to  fend  him  my  verfes,  they  en- 
couraged me  :  1  made  a  parcel  of 
them  diredled  to  him;  and,  as 
there  was  no  penny-poft  then  at 
Paris,  I  fent  it  from  Auxerre  in 
pafTing  through  that  place.  I 
laugh  yet,  fometimes,  on  think- 
ing of  the  grimaces  he  muft  have 
made  on  reading  his  panegyric, 
where  he  was  painted  llroke  by 
ftroke.     It  began  thus ; 

Tu  croyois,  vieux  Penard,  qu'une  folle 

manie 
D'elever  ton  neveum'infpireroitrenvie. 

This  little  piece,    badly  com- 
pofed 
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pofed  in  fail,   but  which   did    not 
want  fait,  and  which  fhewed  a  ta- 
lent for  fatire,  is  neverthelefs  the 
only  fatirical  work  that  ever  came 
from   my    pen.     My    mind  is   too 
little  inclined  to  hatred,  to  glory 
in    this    kind    of  talent ;     but    I 
fancy    you    may  judge     by   fome 
pieces  of  controverfy,  written  from 
time  to  time,  in  my  defence,  that 
had  I  been   of  a  warring   humour, 
my  aggrclTors  had  feldom  ha4  the 
laughers  on  their  fide. 

What  1  mod  regret  in  the  particu- 
lars of  my  life,  which  I  do  not  re- 
member, is  not  having  kept  a  jour- 
nal of  my  travels.  Never  did  i  think, 
cxift,  live,   or  was  myfelf,  if  I  may 
fay  fo,  fo  much  as  in  thofe  I  made 
alone  and  on  foot.     Walking  has 
fomething  which  animates  and  en- 
livens   my   ideas :    I   can   fcarcely 
think  when  I  ftand  flill ;  my  body 
mull  ftir  in  order  to  ftir   my  mind. 
The  view  of  the  country,   the  fuc- 
ceflion  of  agreeable  fights,  a  good 
air,    a   good    appetite,  and    good 
health,    I    get   by   walking  ;    the 
freedom   of  inns,    the   diftance  of 
thofe  objefts  which  force  me  to  fee 
fubjeftion,   of  every   thing    which 
reminds    mc  of  my  condition,  the 
whole   gives   a   loofe    to   my   foul, 
gives  me  more  boldnefs  of  tliought, 
carries   me,  in   a  manner,  into  the 
iramenfity     of  beings,     fo    that   I 
combine   them,    chufe    them,   ap- 
propriate  them   to  my  will,  with- 
out   fear   or    reftralnt.     1    imperi- 
oufly  difpofe   of   all    Nature  :    my 
heart,   wandering    from  obje£l   to 
objed,    unites,  becomes    the   fame 
with    thofe   which    engage     it,    is 
compafied     about      by     delightful 
images,    grows    drunk  with    delici- 
ous    fenfations.      If  to   determine 
them,  I  divert  myfelf  by  painting 
lihem   in  my  mind,  what  vigorous 


touches,  what  refplendent  colour- 
ing, what  energy  of  exprefiion    do 
1  not  give  them  !  We  have,  you'll 
iay,    feen   all    this  in  your  works, 
though    written    in   the  decline  of 
life.     Oh !    had   you   known    thofe 
of  the    flower  of  my   youth,  thofe 
I  made  during  my  travels,  thofe  I 
compofed  but  never  wrote.  •  •  •_  • 
Why,  fay  you,   did   you    not  write 
them  i    And   why   write    them,    I 
anfwer   you ;   why   withdraw   my- 
felf from  the  aftual  charms  of  en- 
joyment,  to  tell  others   I    did  en- 


?    What    cared  I  for   readers. 


joy 

the  public,  and  the  whole  eartn, 
v.hile  1  was  fwimming  in  the 
heavens  ?  Befides,  did  I  carry 
ink  and  paper?  Had  1  thought 
of  all  thefe  things,  nothing  had 
llruck  me.  I  did  not  forefee  I 
ihould  have  ideas  ;  they  come 
when  they  pleafe,  not  when  ^  £ 
pleafe  ;  they  overwhelm  me  with 
number  and  force.  Ten  volumes 
a  day  had  not  fufTiced,  Where 
borrow  time  to  write  them  ?  Oa 
arriving  I  thought  of  nothing  but 
a  hearty  dinner.  On  departing  I 
thought  of  nothing  but  trudging 
on.  1  faw  a  new  Paradife  awaited 
me  at  the  door  ;  I  ran  off  to 
catch  it. 

1  never  felt  all  this  fo  much  as 
in   tlie  journey  1   am  fpeaking  of. 
In  coming  to  Paris  I  was   confined 
to  ideas  relative  to  the  bufinefs  I 
was    going    on.     I   launched   into 
the  career  I  was  going  to  run,  and 
Ihould    have   run    through    it    with 
glory  enough,  but   this  career  was 
not  that    my  heart    called  me  to, 
and  real  beings  prejudiced  imagi- 
nary   ones.     Colonel    Godard    and 
his     nephew    made     poor     figures 
when    oppofed   to  a  hero  like  me. 
Thanks    to   Heaven  !    I    was    now 
delivered  from  all  thcfe  obllacles ; 

I  could 
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I  could  plunge  at  will  into  the 
land  of  chimeras,  tor  nothing 
more  was  fcen  btfore  me.  And  I 
was  (o  far  bewildered  in  it,  I 
really  lolt,  feveral  times,  my  road. 
J  had  been  very  forry  to  have  gone 
Ihaighter;  for  finding,  at  Lyons, 
1  was  almoft  on  earth  again,  I  had 
been  glad  never  to  have   reached 

3t. 

One  day,  among  others,  going 
on  purpofe  out  of  my  road,  the 
better  to  iee  a  fpot  which  appeared 
admirable,  I  was  fo  delighted 
with  it,  and  went  around  it  fo 
often,  I  entirely  loft  myfelf.  Af- 
ter running  backwards  ar.d  for- 
wards feveral  hours  in  vain,  tired 
and  dying  of  hunger  and  thirft, 
I  went  to  a  country  perfon's, 
whofe  houfe  had  not  a  very  good 
appearance,  but  it  was  the  only 
one  I  faw  near  me.  I  thought  it 
was  as  it  is  at  Geneva  or  Switzer- 
land, where  every  inhabitant,  who 
could  afford  it,  might  exercife 
hofpitality.  I  begged  this  man 
to  let  me  dine  with  him  for  my 
money.  He  offered  me  fome 
ikimmed  milk  and  coarfe  barley 
bread,  and  told  me  'twas  all  he 
had.  I  drank  the  milk  with  plea- 
fure,  and  eat  the  bread,  itraw 
and  all  :  but  this  was  not  very 
ftrengthening  to  a  man  exhaufted 
with  fatigue.  The  countryman, 
who  examined  me,  judged  of  the 
truth  of  my  ftory  by  that  of  my 
appetite.  Having  told  me  tliat 
he  very  well  law  *  I  was  a  good- 
natured,  honelt  young  man,  who 
was  not  conic  there  to  betray  him, 
he  opened  a  little  trap  door,  near 
the  kitchen,  went  down,  and  in 
an  initant  came  back  with  a  good 
houlehold    loaf   of  pure  wheat,   a 


gammon  of  bacon  very  enticing, 
though  already  cut,  and  a  bottle 
of  wine,  whofe  appearance  raifed 
my  fpirits  more  than  all  the  reft. 
An  omtlet  pretty  thick  was  added 
to  thefe,  and  I  made  a  dinner  fuch 
as  thofe  only  who  travel  on  foot 
were  ever  acquainted  with.  When 
I  offered  to  pay,  his  uneafinefs 
and  fears  came  on  him  again,  he 
would  not  take  my  money ;  he 
returned  it  with  extraordinary 
agitation ;  and  the  pleafanteft  of 
all  was,  I  could  not  imagine  wha| 
he  had  to  dread.  At  laft  he  pro- 
nounced with  trembling  thefe  ter- 
rible words.  Officers  and  Cellar- 
rats.  He  made  me  und-erftand 
that  he  hid  his  wine  for  fear  of  the 
excife,  his  bread  for  fear  of  the 
poll-tax,  and  that  he  was  a  ruined 
man,  had  they  the  leaft  doubt  but 
that  he  was  ftarving  with  hunger. 
Every  thing  he  told  me  on  this 
fubjeft,  of  which  I  had  not  the 
leaft  idea,  made  an  impreffion  on 
me  that  will  never  wear  away. 
This  was  the  fpring  and  fource  of 
that  inextinguiifiable  hatred  which 
hath  fmce  unfolded  itfelf  in  my 
heart  againft  the  vexations  the 
poor  people  experience,  and  a- 
gainft  their  opprelTors,  This  man, 
though  in  eafy  circumftances, 
dared  not  eat  the  bread  he  had 
earned  by  the  fweat  of  his  brow, 
and  could  efcape  ruin  folely  by  an 
appearance  of  that  want  which 
was  feen  all  around  him.  I  went 
from  his  houfe  with  as  much  in- 
dignation as  pity,  deploring  the 
fate  of  thefe  beautiful  countries,  to 
which  nature  has  been  lavifh  in 
her  gifts,  only  to  fall  a  prey  to 
barbarous  publicans. 

This    is    the    only  thing   I    di- 


,  *  It  fsems  I  had  not,  at  that  time,  the  phyfiognomy  they  have  fince  given 
me  in  mv  portraits. 
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F.lnclly  remember  of  all  that  hap- 
pened in  this  journey.  I  rccol- 
left  only  one  thing  more,  that,  in 
approaching  Lyons,  I  was  tempted 
to  prolong  my  travels  by  going  to 
fee  ihe  borders  of  the  Lignon  :  for 
among  the  romances  I  read  at  my 
father's,  Aftrea  had  not  been  for- 
gotten ;  it  came  more  frequently 
to  my  mind  than  any  other  thing. 
I  afked  the  way  to  Forez,  and,  in 
chattering  with  a  landlady,  fhe  told 
me  it  was  a  rare  country  for  work- 
men, that  it  contained  many 
forges,  and  that  good  iron  work 
was  done  there.  This  encomium 
at  once  calmed  my  romantic  cu- 
riofity  ;  I  did  not  think  proper  to 
go  to  feek  Diana's  and  Silvanus's 
amidfl  a  generation  of  black- 
fmiths.  The  goad  old  woman 
who  encouraged  me  in  this  man- 
ner, certainly  took  me  for  a  jour- 
neyman lockfmith. 

1  did  not  quite  go  to  Lyons 
without  fome  view.  On  my  ar- 
rival, I  went  to  fee,  at  the  Cha- 
fottes,  Mifs  du  Chateiet,  an  ac- 
quaintance of  Madam  de  Warens, 
and  for  whom  Ihe  had  given  me 
a  letter  when  1  came  with  M.  le 
Maitre ;  it  was,  therefore,  an  ac- 
quaintance already  made.  Mifs 
du  Chateiet  told  me,  that,  in  htt, 
her  friend  had  pafTed  through 
Lyons,  but  (he  could  not  tell 
whether  Ihe  had  continued  her 
road  as  far  as  Piedmont,  and  that 
Ihe  was  uncertain  herfelf,  at  her 
departure,  whether  or  no  Ihe 
fhould  not  flop  in  Savoy ;  that, 
if  1  chole,  fhe  would  write  in 
order  to  learn  fomething  of  her, 
and  that  the  bell  way  was  to  wait 
the  anfwer  at  Lyons.  I  accepted 
the  offer  ;  but  dared  not  tell  Mifs 
du  Chateiet  a  fpeedy  anfucr  was 
neceflary  ;  and  that  my  little  cx- 


haafted  purfe  did  not  leave  me  in 
a  condition  to  wait  long,  h  was 
not  her  bad  reception  that  with- 
held me.  On  the  contrary,  fhe 
fhewed  me  much  kindnefs,  and 
treated  me  in  a  ftyle  of  equality 
that  difheartened  me  from  letting 
her  fee  my  fituation,  and  defcend- 
ing  from  the  line  of  good  com- 
pany to  that  of  a  beggar. 

I  think  1  clearly  iee  the  agree- 
ment of  all  I  have  mentioned  in 
this  book.  I,  nevcrthelefs,  feem 
to  recoiled,  in  the  fame  interval, 
another  journey  to  Lyons,  whofe 
place  I  cannot  fix,  and  in  which 
I  was  much  flraightened,  the  re- 
nfembrance  of  the  extremities  to 
which  I  was  reduced,  does  not 
contribute  to  recall  it  agreeably 
to  my  memory.  Had  I  done  like 
fome  others,  had  I  poflefied  the 
talent  of  borrowing  and  running 
in  debt  at  my  lodging,  I  had  ea- 
fily  got  through ;  but  in  this  ray 
aptnefs  equalled  my  repugnance; 
and  to  imagine  the  point  to  which 
I  carried  both  one  and  the  other, 
it  is  fuflicicnt  to  know,  that,  hav- 
ing fpent  almolt  my  whole  life  in 
hardihips,  and  often  at  the  point 
of  wanting  bread,  it  never  hap- 
pened to  me,  once  in  my  life,  to 
be  afked,  by  a  creditor,  for  mo- 
ney, without  giving  it  him  that 
initant.  I  never  could  contraft 
bawling  debts,  and  was  always 
fonder  of  fuiipring  than  owing. 

To  be  reduced  to  lie  m  the 
flreet  was  certainly  fufTering,  and 
this  happened  to  me  feveral  times 
at  Lyons.  I  chofe  to  employ  the 
few  halfpence  that  remained,  ia 
paying  for  bread  rather  than  a 
lodging  ;  becaufe,  after  all,  I  run  lefs 
hazard  of  dying  for  want  of  fleep 
than  bread.  It  is  furprifing,  thar, 
in  this  crue!  fnuation,  I  was  nei- 
ther 
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ther   uneafy   nor  dull.     I  had  not 
the  lead  care    for  future    days.     I 
waited  the  anfwers  Mifs  du   Cha- 
telet  was  to  receive,  lodging  in  the 
open    air,    and    fleeping    llretched 
On  the  earth,  or  on  a  bench,  with 
the  fame  eafe  as  on  a  bed  of  down. 
I  remember  to  have  pafl'ed  even  a 
delightful    night   out  of  the   city, 
on     a     road    which     borders     the 
Rhone    or    the   Saone,  I  dont  re- 
colleft   which  of  the    two.     Gar- 
dens forming  terraces  bordered  the 
road  on  the  oppofite  fide.     It  had 
been  extremely  hot  that  day ;   the 
evening   was    charming ;   the   dew 
iTJoiftened  the  drooping   grafe ;  no 
wind,    a    ftill    night ;    the  air  was 
frefh,  but  not  cold ;  the  fun  being 
fet  .had    left    red  vapours    in    the 
heavens,  whofe    reflexion    gave  to 
the  water  the  colour  of  a  rofe  ;  the 
trees  on  the  terrace  were    covered 
with    nightingales,    who    anfwered 
each     other's     notes.       I     walked 
about  in  a  fort  of  extacy,    giving 
up  my  feelings    and    heart  to  the 
enjoyment  of  the  whole,  and  figh- 
ing  a  little  with  grief  at  enjoying 
It    alone.     Abforbcd    in    delight- 
ful meditation,    the  night  was  far 
advanced    before    I    perceived  my 
lengthened  walk  had  tired  my  weary 
limbs.      1  perceived  it  at  lalt.     I 
laid  myfelf  luxutioufly  on  the  flap 
of  a  fort  of  niche  or  falfe  door  in 
the    terrace  walk :    the    canopy  of 
roy  bed  was  formed   by  the  tops  of 
trees;  a  nightingale  was    precifely 
over  my  head  ;   his  muHc  lulled  me 
afleep :    my    flumbers    were    foft, 
iny  awaking  was  more  fo.     Tt  was 
broad  day  :  my  eyes,  on  opening, 
faw  water,    verdure,    and   an    ad- 
mirable   landfcape.        1     got    up, 
ftiook    myfelf,    hunger   leized    nie. 
I    made,  gayly,    the    beft  of  my 
way    towards    town,    refolved    to 


fpend  on  a  good  breakfaft  the  lall 
two  pieces    i    had   left.     I  was  ia 
fo    excellent    a    humour    as    to  go 
fingipg  along  all  the  way,  and,  I 
alfo    remember,  I  fung    a  cmtata 
of  Batiftin  I  had  by  heart,  intitled 
the  Baths  of  Thonery.      God    blefs 
the    good    Batiltin    and    his    good 
cantata,     which     brought     me    a 
better  breakfaft   than  what    1    ex* 
pedted,  and    ftill   a  better   dinner, 
which  I  did  not  expeft  at  all.     In 
the    height    of   my    walking    and 
ftnging,   I  heard  fome  one  behind 
me.     1  look  round,  I  fee  an  An- 
tonine  following  me,  and  feeming 
to  liften  to  me  with  pleafure.     He 
accofts  me,    bids   me   good -morn- 
ing,   and    aiks   if  I   know  mufic  ? 
I    anfwered,    a  little,   to   make   it 
believed   a   great  deal.     He   con- 
tinues   to    queftion    me :  I    tell  a 
part    of  my    ftory.      He   afks   me 
whether     I     ever    copied    mufic  ? 
Often,    fay    I,    which    was    true ; 
my    beft  method   of  learning    was 
by  copying.     Well,  fays  he,  come 
with  me  ;  1  can  employ  you  a  few 
days,  during  which  time  you  (hall 
want  nothing,    provided  you   con- 
fent  to  not  going  out  of  the  room. 
I   willingly     acquiefced,  and    fol- 
lowed him. 

This  Antonlne  was  named  Ro- 
lichon,  was  fond  of  mufic,  un- 
derfiood  it,  and  fung  in  little 
concerts  he  gave  his  friends. 
There  was  nothing  in  this  but  in- 
nocence and  decency ;  but  this 
tafte  degenerated,  no  doubt,  into 
paffion,  of  which  he  was  obliged 
to  conceal  a  part.  He  conduced 
me  to  a  little  room  I  occupied, 
where  i  found  a  deal  of  mufic  he 
had  copied.  He  gave  me  more  to 
copy,  panicularly  the  cantata  I 
fung,  and  which  he  intended  to 
fmg  in  a  liule  time.     I  llaid  there 
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three  or  four  days,    copying  the 
whole  time  I  did  not  eat ;   lor  in 
my  life    I    never  was    fo    hungry 
or   better   fed.      He    brought   my 
meals   himfelf  from    the   kitchen  ; 
they  muft  have  had   a  good  one, 
if  their  living  was  equal  to  mine. 
In  my  days  I  have  not  eat  with  fo 
much  pleafure ;    and  I   muft    own 
thefe  bits  came  in  the  nick  of  time, 
for  1  was  as  dry  as  wood.     I  work 
with  nearly  as  good  a  heart  as  I 
eat,   which  is    not   faying  a  little. 
It  is  true  1  was  notf  o  correal  as 
diligent.      Some   days   after,    M. 
Rolichon,   whom     I    met     in    the 
ftrect,  told  me  my  parts  could  not 
be  performed  on  account  of  omif- 
fions,    duplications,    and    tranfpo- 
fitions.     I    muft    own   I   have,   in 
chufing   that,   chofe   the   only  fci- 
ence  in  the  world  for  which  I  was 
leaft    calculated.      Not    but    that 
my  notes  were  good,  and    that  I 
copied  very  clean :    but  the   tedi- 
ouihefs  of  a  long  job  diftrafts  me 
fo  much,  that  1  fpend  more  time 
in  fcratching  out  than  in  noting  ; 
and  if  I  do  not  ufe  the  greateft  at- 
tention   in     comparing    my   parts, 
they  always  caufe  the  performance 
to  fail.     1,  therefore,  in  endeavour- 
ing to  do  well,  did  very  ill,   and 
to   get   on  quickly,  I   went  crofs. 
This  did  not  prevent  M.  Rolichon 
from   treating   me   well  the  whole 
time,  and  giving   me,   on  leaving 
hiin,    half-a-crown     I     little    de- 
ferved,  but  which  fet  me  quite  on 
foot  again ;  for  in  a  few  days  after 
I     received     news    from    mamma, 
who  was  at  Chambery,  and  money 
to  carry  me  to  her :    this  journey 
I    made    with     tranfport.      Since 
thefe  times  my  finances  have  been 
very  low  ;    but   never  fo  as  to  go 
without    bread.      I    mention    thi^ 
period  with  a  heart  fenfible  of  the 


attention  of  Providence.  It  was 
the  laft  time  of  my  life  I  felt  hun- 
ger and  mifery. 


Some  Account  of  the  Brahmins  of 
India;  from  the  Author  o/"  Travels 
in  Europe,  Afia,  and  Africa,  ISc, 

ALTHOUGH  we  are  rot 
fo  well  acquainted  with  the 
hiftory  of  the  modern  Brahmins  of 
India,  as  might  be  expefted,  from 
the  enlarc;ed  knowledge,  com- 
merce, and  curiofuy  of  the  prc- 
fent  times  ;  yet  we  know  enough 
of  this  tribe,  to  conclude  with 
certainty,  that  they  have  dege- 
nerated much  from  the  purity  of 
their  ancellors.  I  know  not  whe- 
ther fuch  calculators  as  Dr.  Price, 
might  not  be  able,  from  the  pre- 
fent  corrupt  ftace  of  the  Brahmins, 
to  compute  the  time  of  the  firft  in- 
ftitution  of  that  order.  All  reli- 
gious feclaries,  in  the  coiarfe  of 
time,  degenerate  from  the  auftere 
virtues  of  their  firft  heads  or  lead- 
ers. Chriftians  iri  general,  and 
alfo  the  particular  feds  of  Chrif- 
tianity,  bear  witnefs  to  the  truth 
of  tills  pofition  :  with  thefe  data^ 
I  doubt  not  but  an  ingenious  cal- 
culator might  inveltigate  the  age 
of  the  order  of  Brahmins,  and  con- 
fequently  that  of  the  Hindoo  em- 
pire, with  which  that  clafs  of  mea 
was  no  doubt  coeval. 

I  have  already  given  a  Ihort 
/ketch  of  what  the  Indian  priefts 
were  near  two  thoufand  years  ago. 
In  the  prefent  limes  it  is  allerted, 
that  European  ufurpers  fometimet 
make  ufe  even  of  the  Brahmins  as 
tools  of  opprefTion,  and  as  inftru- 
ments  of  plunder.  But  whatever 
their  lives  be,  their  doflrine  is  on 
the  whole  vat  pure  and  excellent  : 

for 
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for  among  feveral  errors,  they 
maintain  thoie  truths  which  form 
the  harmony  of  the  world,  T/jaf 
there  is  one  jitpreme  God,  and  chat 
be  is  delighted  'vjith  charity  and 
good  njuorks  more  than  by  all  other 
facrijices.  In  general  their  reli- 
gious tenets  are  very  confifteat 
with  the  ideas  which  are  enter- 
tained of  the  divinity  in  Europe. 
Many  fuperftitious  practices  have 
indeed  been  introduced  among  the 
generality  of  the  people.  Wooden 
images  are  placed  in  all  their 
temples,  and  on  certain  feftivals 
are  exhibited  on  the  high-roads 
and  in  the  ftreets  of  towns.  Thefe 
have  imprefled  f?rangers  with  a 
notion  that  the  Gentoos  are  idola- 
ters :  when  in  truth  the  homage 
they  pay  to  their  images,  is  pre- 
cifely  of  the  fame  kind  with  that 
which  the  Roman  Catholics  yield 
to  the  images  of  our  Saviour  and 
the  faints,  which  are  only  meant 
to  awaken  attention,  and  to  give 
livelier  ideas  of  the  objeils  of  their 
devotion.  This  I  have  been  re- 
peatedly told  by  Gentoos,  in  whofe 
judgment  and  veracity  I  repofe 
great  confidence.  The  images  of 
which  I  fpeak,  are  various,  and 
often  monllrous  in  their  forms. 
They  are  figures  intended  to  adum- 
brate Jthe  attributes  of  the  Deity 
by  vifible  reprefentations  of  their 
effetls,  which  appear  in  the  works 
of  creation  and  providence.  Thus 
far  only  the  Gentoos  are  idola- 
ters, that  in  woifliipping  the  great 
God  of  the  univerfe,  they  place 
before  their  bodily  eyes,  for  the 
information  of  their  minds,  inch 
reprefentations  as  are  calculated 
to  recall,  in  a  vivid  manner,  to 
their  imaginations,  ihofe  attributes 


which  they   believe  that  almighty 
Being  only  to  poffefs. 

The  Hindoos,  as  well  as  the 
Perfians,  Tartars,  and  adjoining 
nations,  who  have  inhabited  Hin- 
dollan  fince  it  was  conquered  by 
Tamerlane  or  Timurbeg,  though 
of  different  nations,  religions, 
laws,  and  cuftoms,  po/Tefs  never- 
thelefs,  in  equal  degrees,  hofpi- 
tality,  pojitenefsj  and  addrefs. 
In  refinement  and  eafe  they  are 
fuperior  to  any  people  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  them.  h\  politencfs  and 
addrefs,  in  gracefulnefs  of  deport- 
ment, and  fpeech,  an  Indian  is  as 
much  fuperior  to  a  Frencnman  of 
fafhion  ;  as  a  French  courtier  is  to 
a  Dutch  burgo-mafler  of  Dort  *. 
A  Frenchman  is  indeed  by  no 
means  deficient  in  eafe  of  car- 
riage ;  but  that  eafe  is  mixed  with 
forward  familiarity,  with  confi- 
dence, and  felf-conceit.  The 
Hindoos,  efpecially  thofe  of  the 
higher  Cajies,  are  in  their  de- 
meanour eafy  and  unconftrained, 
ftill  more  than  even  a  French 
courtier ;  but  their  eafe  and  free- 
dom is  referved,  modeft,  and  re- 
fpeftful.  A  Frenchman  is  polite 
becaufe  he  thinks  it  his  honour  to 
be  polite :  an  Indian,  becaufe  he 
thinks  it  his  duty.  The  former 
is  polite  becaufe  he  regards  him- 
felf ;  the  latter  becaufe  he  refpeda 
you. 

Their  perfons  are  ftraight  and 
elegant,  their  limbs  finely  propor- 
tioned, their  fingers  long  and  ta- 
pering, their  countenances  open 
and  pleafant,  and  their  features 
exhibit  the  mod  delicate  lines  of 
beauty  in  the  females,  and  in  the 
males  a  kind  of  manly  foftnefs. 
Their  walk  and  gait,  as  well  as  their 


*  The  leaft  civilized  of  all  the  towns  In  Holland. 
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whole  deportment,  is  in  the  high- 
eft  degree  graceful.  The  dreib  of 
the  men  is  a  kind  of  clofe  bodied 
gown,  like  our  women's  gowns, 
and  wide  trowfers,  refembling 
petticoats,  reaching  down  to  their 
ilippers.  Such  of  the  women  as 
appear  in  public,  have  (hawls 
over  their  heads  and  (houlders  *, 
ihort  clofe  jacket?,  and  tight 
drawers  which  come  down  to  their 
ancles.  Hence  the  drefs  of  the 
men  gives  them  in  the  eyes  of  Eu- 
lopeans,  an  appearance  of  effemi- 
nacy ;  whereas  that  of  the  women 
will  appear  rather  mafculine  :  fuch 
is  the  influence  of  habit  and  cufiom 
on  human  fcntiments ;  an  influence 
which  extends  not  merely  to  mat- 
ters of  tafte,  but,  as  the  inge- 
nious Dr.  Smith,  in  his  Theory  of 
Moral  Sentiments,  obferves,  to  ob- 
jeds  of  higher  importance. 

Many  of  the  original  Hindoo 
tribes  or  Cafies  f,  molt  of,  or  all  the 
defcendants  of  Moors,  as  well  as 
the  emigrants  which  pour  in  great 
fwarms  into  India,  from  Perfia 
and  the  adjacent  countries,  are 
brave,  intrepid,  and  cool  in  bat- 
tle.—Having  the  fame  weapons, 
and  under  fimilar  difcipline,  why 
fhould  they  not  be  a  match  for 
inen  of  the  fame  country  and 
complexion  with  themfelves,  al- 
though thofe  men  are  under  the 
aufpices  of  foreign  nations  ? — 
The  advantnge  of  thele  aufpices 
may  doubtlcfs  be  counterbalanced 
by  fuperiority  of  numbers,  and 
other  favourable  circumftances, 
which  it  is  needlefs  to  enumerate. 
Thefc  are  ferious  and  important 
objcfts   of  public  confideration  ;  a 


neglefl  of  which  has  already  pro- 
duced the  moft  al:irming  lofTes  in 
revenue,  and  disadvantages  ni 
trade,  and  feems  indeed  to  threat- 
en the  extinftion  of  the  prefcnt  Eaft 
India  Company. 

From  the  difference  of  Caftes  or 
clafll-s  of  the  people  in  Hindoftan, 
I  mean  the  original  inhabitants, 
there  arifes  a  difference  of  educa- 
tion and  drefs.  Eut  even  the  in- 
ferior claffes  are  taught  readinfr, 
writing,  and  arithmetic  ;  the  youth 
are  taughtj  not  within  doors,  but 
in  the  open  air  ;  and  it  is  a  fingu- 
lar,  but  not  unpleafing  fpeitacle, 
to  behold,  in  every  village,  a  ve- 
nerable old  man,  reclined  on  a 
terraced  plain,  teaching  a  num- 
ber of  furrounding  boys,  v/ho  re- 
gard him  with  the  utmoft  reve- 
rence and  attention,  like  a  fhep- 
herd  feeding  his  flock.  In  thofe 
fimple  feminaries,  where  the  want 
of  magnificent  halls  and  theatres 
is  di-vinely  compenfatcd  by  the  fpa- 
cious  canopy  of  heaven,  the  gen- 
tle and  tradable  fons  of  the  Hin- 
doos are  not  only  prepared  for  the 
buflnefs,  but  initrufled  in  the  du- 
ties of  life  ;  a  profound  venera- 
tion for  the  objeft  or  objedts  of 
religious  worfliip  ;  reverence  of 
their  parents  ;  refpeft  for  their 
feniors  ;  juftice  and  humanity  to- 
wards all  men,  but  a  particular 
affeftion  for  thofe  of  their  own 
Cajle. 

'i  he  Hindoo  language  is  beau- 
tiful, expreflive,  and  nervous.  In 
reading  aud  fpeaking,  the  Hin- 
doos are  very  mufical.  Their 
fpetch,  like  that  of  the  Italians, 
flows  in  a  kind  of  numbers.     There 


bant 


Somewhat  refembling  the  plaids  of  N.  Briuin,  and  the  black  veils  of  Bra- 


t  CaJ\d  is  a  porieguefe  \vord»  importing  a  dafs  or  tribe. 
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is  a  dead  L.ngi.iage,  undei flood 
only  by  the  iitrraii  of  the  coun- 
try, that  is,  the  pnefts,  called 
the  Sa  j'crit  Luij^uage,  in  which 
their  lacred  volumes  arc  written, 
even  as  our  jacred  icripturcs  are 
written  in  Greek  and  Hebrew. 
But  \v))ether  that  language  was 
originally  different  from  that  of 
the  country,  or  whether  it  has 
only  ncnu  become  unintelligible  to 
the  people,  through  that  change 
which  is  incident  to  all  living  lan- 
guages, is,  I  believe,  not  well 
known. 

Having  already  obferved,  that 
the  genius  of  the  Hindoos  is  ra- 
ther imitative  than  inventive,  I 
need  fcarcely  aJd,  that  they  have 
lefs  curioiity  in  their  nature  than 
the  European  nations  have  ;  that 
they  do  not  vary  their  falhions ; 
and  that  they  are  not  Ibnd  of  no- 
velty be,ond  the  precinils  of  their 
Harams.  From  the  temper  and 
tenets  of  this  people,  as  well  as 
from  feveral  hints  in  antient  hif- 
torians,  it  appears  more  than  pro- 
bable, that  the  fame  kind  of  gar- 
ments, of  food,  of  furniture,  of 
buildings,  and  of  manners,  which 
obtained  among  their  progenitors 
thoufands  of  years  ago,  actually 
prevails  among  the  Hindoo  tribes 
at  this  day.  In  like  manner,  the 
lame  profeflions  are  adhered  to  by 
the  fame  families  vviih  fuperfli- 
tious  exaftnefs.  Thofe  profeflions 
are  exceedingly  numerous.  This 
divilion  and  fubdivifion  of  em- 
ployment and  labour;  the  vaft 
variety  of  Calles  from  the  Brah- 
mines  down  to  the  iilherman*,  is 
one  proof,    among    many    others. 


of  the  antiquity  of  the  Hindoo 
nation,  and  iheir  progrels  in  the 
arts.  It  appears  very  fmgular, 
that  the  different  Cartes  are  not 
only  prohibited  from  intermarry- 
ing, bur  alfo  from  eating  with  one 
another,  and  even  from  eating  of 
the  fame  kind   of  food. 

Although  the  Gentoo  laws,  re- 
lative to  Cartes,  their  education, 
food,  dref?,  marriages,  and  oc- 
cupations, be  held  forth  as  reli- 
gioas  tenets,  yet,  upon  invefti- 
gation,  they  will  be  found  to  have 
been  very  wife  and  falutary  politi- 
cal inrtitutionsj  intended  to  give 
authority  to  government ;  to  fe- 
cure  the  fupreme  -power  in  the 
hands  of  the  priefthood  ;  to  pre- 
ferve  to  the  community  different 
races  of  labourers,  artificers,  huf- 
bandmen,  warrio-s,  and  priefts. 
The  females  are  betrothed  when 
in  a  rtate  of  infancy,  and  mar- 
riages are  confummated  as  foon 
as  the  parties  arrive  at  the  age  of 
puberty  :  an  inftitution  which  is 
ncceffary  to  the  population  of  the 
country  ;  which,  but  for  this  pre- 
caution, would  be  greatly  dimi- 
nifhed  by  the  operation  of  the 
Gentoo  religion,  which  admits 
not  of  converts  from  other  reli- 
gions, and  eafily  rejects  offenfive 
charadters  from  the  number  of  its 
own  profcffors,  which  is  called  the 
Lofi  ofCafie. 

The  Gentoos  are  perfuaded 
that  the  waters  of  the  three  great 
rivers,  Ganges,  Kiftna,  and  In- 
dus, have  the  facred  virtue  of  pu- 
rifying thofe  who  bathe  in  them, 
from  all  pollutions  and  fins.  This 
religious   idea    feems    alfo    to   be 


*  The  profeffion  of  a  fifherman  was,  of  all  profefTion*;,  the  humbleft  amongft 
the  Jews'.  The  Son  of  God  ex  mpliiied  his  divine  pov/cr  ia  making  fifhermen 
Hifli"«raents  of  propagating  tlie  gofpel. 
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founded  on  a  principle  of  policy, 
and  intended  to  rellrain  the  na- 
tives from  migrating  into  dillant 
countries :  for  it  is  remarkable, 
that  the  facred  rivers  I  have  jult 
now  mentioned,  are  fo  fituated, 
that  there  is  not  any  part  of  In- 
dia where  the  inhabitants  may  not 
have  an  opportunity  of  walhing 
away  their  fins.  The  Ganges, 
which  riles  in  the  mountains  of 
Thibet,  with  its  different  branch- 
es, runs  through  the  kingdoms  of 
Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orixa,  and 
the  upper  provinces  of  Oude,  Ro- 
hilcund,  Agra,  Delhi,  and  La- 
hore. The  Killna  divides  the 
Carnatic  from  Golconda,  and 
runs  through  the  Vifiapore  into 
the  in.erior  parts  of  the  Deccan. 
And  the  Indus  bounding  the  Gu- 
zurat  provinces,  feparates  Hin- 
doltan  from  the  dominions  of 
Pei  fia. 

The  food  of  the  Hindoos  is  fim- 
ple,  confifting  chiefly  of  rice, 
ghee,  which  is  a  kind  of  imper- 
feU  butter,  milk,  vegetables,  and 
oriental  fpices  of  different  kinds, 
bur  chiefly  what  is  called  in  the 
eaft,  chilly,  and  in  the  well,  green 
or  Cayen  pepprr.  The  warrior 
cajle,  may  eat  of  the  flefli  of  goats, 
mutton,  and  poultry,  which  is 
drelTcd  into  carryes  and  plaivs  *. 
Other  fuperior  Cailes  may  eat 
poultry  and  fifh  ;  but  the  infe- 
rior CaRes  are  prohibited  from 
eating  flefh  or  fifli  of  any  kind. 
Their    grcatcft     luxuiy   confilla    in 


the  ufe  of  the  richefl  fpiceries 
and  perfumes,  of  which  the  great 
people  are  very  lavifh.  Their 
drels  in  point  of  richnefs,  is  pro- 
portioned to  their  ftaiions  :  their 
pomp  and  equipage  confift  in  a 
numerous  retinue  of  fervants  of 
various  denominations,  who  at- 
tend all  their  vifits  and  excurfions  j 
in  the  dreflls  of  thofe  attendants  ; 
the  elegarice  of  their  palanquins  ; 
and  the  cajarifons  of  their  horfes> 
camels,  and  elephants.  It  is  fu- 
perfluous  to  oblerve,  thnt  in  ccn- 
iequence  of  this  multiplicity  of 
different  ranks,  the  Hindoos  have 
the  higheft  ideas  of  fubordination, 
and  pay  to  their  fuperiors  the  fame 
ready  deference  and  homage,  whicii 
they  expedl  themfelves  from  their 
inferiors. 

Their  houfes  cover  much  ground* 
and  have  fpacious  galleries  and  ac- 
commuaations  of  various  kinds. 
The  apartments  are  fmall,  and 
the  furniture  not  very  elegant,  if 
we  except  the  richeft  Perfian  car- 
pets. The  grandeur  of  their  pa- 
laces confiUs  in  baths,  perfumes, 
temples,  gods,  and  harams.  The 
harams  or  zenanas  ,  that  is,  the 
refidences  of  the  women,  are  re- 
moved from  the  front  of  the  houfe» 
and  lighted  only  from  a  fquare 
fpace  in  the  centre  of  the  whole 
buiJding.  The  apparel  of  the 
woir^en  is  inconceivably  rich  j 
they  have  jewels  on  their  fingers 
and  about  their  necks  and  alio  in 
their  ears  and  nolirils,   with  bracc- 


*  Carryes  arc  a  kind  cX.  fricajfes  of  inrtton,  fowl,  or  fifli  ;  the  fauce  of 
which  is  cor,ipi)p.'tl  ot  dried  ve>rctables,  peculiar  to  the  enft,  and  fine  rice,  boiU 
eJ  with  vei-y  little  water, •  intiudiiced  on  a  leparate  plate:  the  fuuce  of  the  fri- 
caffcL'  is  poured  on  tlie  rice,  and  t!'.c  meat  laid  above  bo.h.  The  piln--ui  is  fine. 
Palna  rice  dry-boiled,  and  fried  with  ghee,  (dcrciibed  in  pn^e  46,  column  id) 
mixed  v.iiii  various  Ipices,  and  particulmly  the  cardamon,  brought  m  on  a  lar.ffc 
didi,  ill  which  is  concealed  amidA  the  rice,  a  boiled  fowl,  of  part  of  a  kid,  cc 
of  a  lamb. 

D  a  lets 
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lets  not  only  on  their  wrifts,  but 
on  their  arms  above  their  elbows, 
and  on  their  legs  around  their  an- 
cles. 

One  particular  clafs  of  women 
are  allowed  to  be  openly  profti- 
tuled  ;  thele  are  the  famous  danc- 
ing girls.  Their  attitudes  and 
movements  are  very  eafy,  and  not 
ungraceful.  Their  perfons  are 
delicately  formed,  gaudily  deco- 
rated, and  highly  perfumed.  By 
the  continuation  of  wanton  atti- 
tudes, they  acquire,  as  they  grow 
warm  in  the  dance,  a  frantic  lafci- 
vioufnefs  themfelves,  and  commu- 
nicate, by  a  natural  contagion, 
the  moft  voluptuous  defires  to  the 
beholders. 

Their  civil  inflitutions  refpedl- 
ing  the  divifion  and  fecurity  of 
property,  and  the  internal  police 
of  the  country,  were  originally 
founded  on  principles  of  the  found- 
eft  political  wifdom,  and  were  well 
calculated  to  promote  the  happi- 
nefs  of  the  whole  nation,  as  well 
as  that  of  particular  Caftes  or 
tribes.  But  the  innovations  of 
conquerors  and  ufurpers,  in  feve- 
ral  inftances,  particularly  in  the 
tenure  of  immoveable  property, 
which  was  originally  of  a  feudal 
nature,  have  marred  the  harmony 
of  the  antient  conftitution,  and 
rendered  property  and  perfonal  li- 
berty more  precarious,  lefs  defin- 
ed, and  more  expofed  to  chicanery 
and  mifconilrudlion. 

Although  the  Hindoos  are  na- 
turally the  moft  inofrenfive  of  all 
mortals,  yet  does  their  humanity 
confift  more  in  abftaining  from  in- 
jurious, than  in  the  performance 
of  beneficent  adions.  There  is  a 
wonderful  mildnefs  in  their  man- 
ners, and  alfo  in  their  laws,  which 
are  influenced   by  their  manners  j 


by  which  the  murder  of  an  human 
creature,  and  of  a  cow,  are  the 
only  crimes  that  are  punifhed  by 
death.  Yet  with  all  this  gentle- 
nefs  of  difpofition,  they  are  infe- 
rior to  the  boifterous  Europeans, 
with  all  their  vices,  in  the  virtues 
of  compaffion  and  generofity. 
They  are  wanting  in  that  tender- 
nefs  jwhich  is  the  moft  amiable 
part  of  our  nature.  They  are  lefs 
aiFefted  by  the  diftreftes  and  dan- 
gers, and  even  the  accidental 
deaths  of  one  another,  than  any 
nation  I  know  in  the  old  or  new 
world.  Yet  they  lo've  to  excefs  : 
a  proof,  either  of  the  inconfiften- 
cy  of  the  human  charafter ;  or 
that  the  amorous  paffion  is  not  de-, 
rived  from  the  nobleft  part  of  our 
nature. 

This  infenfibility  of  the  Hindoos 
to    the  diftreftes    and    dangers   of 
their   fellow-creatures,   appears    to 
me     a     wonderful     phaenomenon^ 
Perhaps  that  defpotifm    which  has 
long    been    exercifed     under    the 
Mogul   tyranny,    by    familiarifing 
the   mind    to  fcenes  of  death,  has 
blunted  a  fenfe  of  its  terrors.     Per- 
haps thofe   ideas  of  predeftination 
and    irrefillible     fate,    which   pre- 
vail in    Afia,   and    in   all  defpotic 
governments,    prepares    the    mind 
for  an  acquiefecnce    in  all  events. 
An   Englifh  gentleman  was    ftand- 
ing    by    a    native    of   Hindoftan,. 
when  an  enormous  and   fierce  tiger 
leaped  from  a  thicket,  and  carried 
off  a    fcreaming  boy,    the    fon  of 
one  of  his  neighbours.     The  Eng- 
lilhman   expreffed  fymptoms  of  the 
moft  extreme  horror,  while  the  Hin- 
doo remained  unmoved.  *'  What," 
faid   the  former,  "  are  you   unaf- 
fected   by    fo   dreadful   a   fcene?" 
"  Iht  great  GodC  faid  the  other> 
'*  would  have  it  fo,"*— Whatever 
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may  be  the  caufc,  it  is  certain, 
that  death  is  regarded  with  lefs 
horror  in  India  than  in  any  other 
country  in  the  world.  The  origin 
and  the  end  of  all  things,  fay  the 
philofophers  of  India  of  the  pre- 
sent times,  is  a  'vacuum.  A  Hate 
of  repp/e  is  the  ftate  of  greateft 
perfedlion  :  and  this  is  the  flate 
after  which  a  wife  man  afpires.  It 
is  better,  fay  the  Hindoos,  to  fit 
than  to  walk,  and  to  fleep  than 
to  wake  ;  but  death  is  the  bell  of 
all. 

According  to  the  Gen  too  laws, 
criminals  fentenced  to  death  are 
not  to  be  ftrangled,  fufFocated,  or 
poifoned,  but  to  be  cut  ofF  by  the 
fword  ;  becaufe,  without  an  eff'u- 
Jjcn  of  bloody  malefaflors  are  fup- 
pofed  to  die  with  all  their  fins 
about  them  J  but  the  fhedding  of 
their  blood,  it  is  thought,  expiates 
their  crimes.  The  unjuft  punifh- 
ment  of  Nundcomar ,  who  was  hang- 
ed on  a  gibbet  againft  the  laws 
of  his  country,  and  even  by  an  ex 
/cyfyiziffoEnglilh  law,  was  aggravat- 
ed by  that  circumftance  of  horror, 
that  he  died  without  an  efFufion  of 
blood. 

The  Hindoos  are  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  nature  of  fimples,  and 
apply  them  judicioufly  either  in 
performing  cures  which  require  not 
amputation,  or  in  efFefting  death 
by  quick  or  (lowpoifons.  They  have 
been  for  ages,  in  the  pradice  of 
inoculating  for  the  fmall-pox  ;  on 
which  occafion,  as  well  as  on  others, 
they  have  recourfe  to  the  fa- 
vourable mediation  of  charms,  or 
fpells. 

Although  the  praflice  of  Hin- 
doo women  burning  themfelves  on 
the  funeral  piles  of  their  hulbands, 
and  enjbracing  in  the  mean  time 
their  dead    bodies    in    their  arms. 


be  not  fo  general  now  as  it  has 
formerly  been,  yet  does  it  Hill  pre- 
vail among  fome  of  the  wives  of 
men  of  high  cajie  and  condition  : 
and  although  this  effort  of  frantic 
love,  courage,  and  ambition,  be 
deemed  an  aggrandizement  of  the 
family  and  relations  of  both  huf- 
band  and  wife,  but  efpecially  of  the 
wife's,  yet  their  friends  and  rela- 
tions conftantly  endeavour  to  dif- 
fuade  the  women  who  declare  their 
refolutions  of  btcrfiing,  from  carry- 
ing them  into  execution.  Even  the 
Brahmins  do  not  encourage  this 
pradtice. 

'i  he  caufes  which  infpire  Hin- 
doo women  with  this  defpsrate  re- 
folution,  are,  I  imagine,  the  fol- 
Imving  : 

In  the  firft  place  ;  as  the  wife 
has,  from  her  earlieft  infancy,  been 
betrothed  in  marriage  to  her  huf- 
band,  and  from  that  time  has  ne- 
ver been  permitted  to  fee  another 
man  ;  as  fhe  is  inftru£led  to  be- 
lieve that  he  is  perfeftly  accom- 
plifhed,  and  taught  to  refpedt  and 
honour  him  ;  as  after  confum- 
maticn,  Ihe  is  fhut  up  from  the 
company,  converfation,  and  even 
the  fight  of  other  men,  with  ftill 
greater  care,  if  poflible,  than  be- 
fore, being  now  debarred  from 
feeing  even  the  father  or  elder 
brother  of  her  hufband,  the  bonds 
of  her  afteftion  muft  needs  be  in- 
conceivably llrong  and  indiflblu- 
ble.  To  an  European  lady,  the 
zenana  naturally  appears  in  the 
light  of  an  horrible  prifon  :  but 
the  daughters  of  Afi;i  never  confi- 
der  confinement  to  the  zenana  as 
any  hardfiiip.  They  confider  it 
as  a  condition  of  their  exiitencc, 
and  they  enjoy  all  the  happinefs 
of  which  they  have  any  concep- 
tion ;  their  whole  defires  being 
D  3  concen- 
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concentred  and  fixed  on  their  huf- 
band,  their  food,  jewels,  and  fe- 
ji)ale  attendants. 

In  the  fecond  place,  if  the  wife 
furvive  her  hulband,  fhe  cannot 
marry  again,  and  is  treated  as  an 
i.iferior  perfon,  and  an  outcaft  from 
her  family.  N''y>  fli<^  is  oblig- 
ed, in  her  mournful  and  hopelefs 
wicicw-hood,  to  perform  all  the  of- 
fices of  a  menial  fcrvant. 

In  the  third  place,  Ihe  is  flattered 
with  the  idea  of  having  immorta- 
lized her  name,  and  aggrandized 
her  children,  and  her  own  and  huf- 
band's  families. 

Lailly,  fhe  is  rendered  jnfenfible 
to  the  pairs  and  horrors  of  what 
Ihe  is  to  foffer,  by  thofe  intoxi- 
cating perfumes  and  mixtures 
which  are  adminiftered  to  her  after 
fhe  has  declared  her  final  and  unal- 
terable relolution — I  fay  her  final 
refolution,  becaqfe  one  or  two 
declarations,  of  an  intention  to 
(die  with  her  hufband,  is  not  fuffi- 
cient.  The  ftrength  of  her  refo- 
lution  undergoes  a  probation. 
There  is  a  certain  time  prefcribed 
by  the  Gentoo  law,  during  wh.ch 
her  family  and  friends  exert  their 
utmoft  ii.fluence,  in  order  to  dif- 
fuade  her  from  burning ;  and  if 
fhe  pernft  in  her  refolution  to  the 
end  of  that  period,  it  is  not  la  •/- 
ful  to  ufe  any  more  perfuafiuns 
•yvith  her  to  abandon  it.  If  fhe 
fhould  alter  her  purpofe  after  that 
period,  (he  would  be  punifhed 
with  the  lofs  of  all  Cajles,  and 
live  in  a  ftate  of  the  moft  com- 
plete mifery  and  contempt.  Nay, 
if  an  Euro}  ean  or  Chrilljan  does 
but  touch  her  very  garment  with 
his  finger,  when  (he  is  going  to 
the  pile,  an  immediate  ftcp  is  put 
^Q  the  ceremony,  Ihe  is  forced  to 


live  an  outcaft  from  her  family,  and 
from  the  Gentoo  religion. 

You  will   doubtleis,    my  friend, 
have    curiofity    to   know,    in  what 
manner,    after    all    thefe     Itimula- 
tives  to  perfeverance,   the     tender 
fex',   among   a  foft   and  effeminate 
people,   fullains   the  near  approach 
of  a  fcene  fo  full  of  awe  and   hor- 
ror.    Amidll    her     weeping    rela- 
tions   and   friendf,    the    voluntary 
vidim   to  love   and    honour   alone 
appears     ferene     and     undaunted. 
A   gentle  fmile  is  difFufed  over  her 
countenance  :    fhe    walks    upright, 
with  an   eafy   but  firm   flep ;   talks 
to  thofe  around  her,  of  the  virtues 
of   the   deceafed,    and   of  the  joy 
with  which   flie   will    be   tranfport- 
ed  when  her  fhade  fhall  meet  with, 
his  ;  and  encouiages    her   forrow- 
ful   attendants   to  bear  with    forti- 
tude the^^'/v  of  thofe  momentary 
fufFerings  which    fhe    herfelf  is    a- 
bout  to  feel. — Having  afcended  the 
funeral  pile,  fhe   lays  herfelf  down 
by  the  body  of  her   hufband,  which 
file  fervently  embraces.     A  dofe  of 
narcotic  mixtures  is   then  adminif- 
tered for    the  laft   time  ;    and    in- 
flanily  the  perfon,  whofe  office  it  is, 
fees   fire  to  the  pile. 

Thus  the  moft  determined  refo- 
lutiqn  of  which  we  can  form  any 
conception,  is  found  in  the  weaker 
fex,  and  in  the  foft  climes  of  Afia. 
It  is  to  the  honour  of  that  fex  and 
thofe  climes,  that  the  greatell  cou- 
rage they  exhibit,  is  the  efredl,  not 
of  the  furious  impujfes  of  rage  and 
revenge,  but  cpnfcious  dignity  and 
love. 

It  might  naturally  be  imagined 
by  an  European,  that  the  feveral 
\\'):e>  of  one  man  (lor  polygamy 
is  general  throughout  all  Afia) 
would    regard    one     another    with 
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■lutual  jealoufy  and  averfion  ;  and 
tfint  they  in  reality  do,  has  been 
aflerted  by  writers  of  high  reputa- 
tion. The  fad  however  is  quite 
otherwife  ;  they  vifit  one  another 
with  great  friendfhip  and  cordia- 
lity ;  and  if  they  are  of  the  fame 
cajle,  will  occafionally  eat  to- 
gether.— The  hulTjand  is  retrained 
from  eating  with  his  wives,  either 
by  a  regard  to  cultom  ;  or,  as  I 
have  been  informed  by  fome  of  the 
Gentoos  themfelves,  by  a  precept 
of  their  religion. 

Notwithilanding  the  extreme  an- 
tiquity of  moll  Indian  nations,  I 
am  told  that  in  India  beyond  the 
Ganges,  on  the  confines  of  Ara- 
can  and  Pegu,  there  is  a  people 
(if  folitary  favages  roaming  thro' 
woods  in  quell  of  prey,  deferve  the 
name  of  people)  that  appear  to  be 
in  the  very  firll  llage  of  fociety. 
They  are  the  only  people  in  the 
known  world  that  go  abfolutely 
naked,  without  the  fmallell  cover- 
ing on  any  part  of  their  bodies. 
They  live  on  fruit,  which  grows 
fpontaneoufly,  in  the  uncultivat- 
ed deferts  they  inhabit,  in  great 
abundance  ;  and  on  the  flelh  of  ani- 
mals, which  they  tear  alive  and 
devour  raw.  They  fit  on  their  hams, 
with  their  legs  and  arms  dilpofed 
in  the  manner  of  monkeys.  At  the 
approach  of  men,  they  fly  into  their 
woods.  They  take  care  of  their 
offspring,  and  live  in  families,  but 
feem  to  have  no  ideas  of  fubordina- 
tion  of  rank,  or  civil  government. 
I  have  never  had  occafion  to  fee 
this  race  of  mortals  myfclf,  but  I 
have  converfed  with  feveral  per- 
fons  who  have  feen  them  ;  all  of 
whom  concur  in  the  general  ac- 
count of  them,  which  I  have  now 
given  you. 

I  am,  &rc.  txc. 


Defcripticn  of  the  different  Nations 
in  the  Prejide.uy  of  Bombay — of 
the  Naii-ves  of  the  Malabar  Coall 
— their  Marriages — of  the  Man~ 
ners  and  Cujioms  of  the  Hindoos, 
&c.  from  the  fame  Author. 

IK  N  O  W  not  any  place  in  the 
world,  where  there  is  a  greater 
medley  of  different  nations  than 
there  is  in  the  prefidency  of  Bom- 
bay. This  region  being  conveni- 
ently fituated  not  only  for  com- 
merce by  fea  with  all  maritime 
nations,  but  alfo  for  communica- 
tion by  land,  with  the  Perlian  em- 
pire :  part  of  which  having  been 
conquered  by  Timur-Beg,  is  no^v 
a  part  of  the  Mogul  empire. 
Here,  befides  Europeans  of  all 
countries,  you  meet  with  Turks, 
Perlians,  Arabians,  Armenians,  a 
:ni.<ed  race,  the  vileft  of  their  fpe- 
cies,  defcended  from  the  Portu- 
guefe,  and  the  outcalls  from  the 
Gentoo  religion,  &c.  The  Turks 
that  refort  to  this  place  on  ac- 
count of  trade,  are  like  the  reft  of 
their  countrymen,  ftately,  grave, 
and  referved  ;  and  honelt  in  their 
dealings,  though  merchants.  The 
Perfians  are  more  gay,  lively,  and 
converfible  :  but  1  would  trull  lefs 
to  their  honelly  in  matters  of 
trade,  than  I  would  to  the  fatur- 
nine  Turks.  The  Arabian^  are 
all  life  and  fire,  and  when  they 
treat  with  you  on  any  fubjcd,  will 
make  you  a  fine  oration  in  flowing 
numbers,  and  a  mufical  cadence; 
but  they  are  the  moll  didioncll  of 
all.  The  Armenians  ate  gene- 
rally handlome  in  their  features, 
mild  in  their  tempers,  and  in  their 
nature  kind  and  beneficent.  They 
are  a  kind  of  Chrillians,  and  an 
honour  to  that  led.  The  Turks 
and  Peniaus  are,  for  the  moll 
D  4  part. 
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part,   ftbut-bodied   men  ;    but   the 
Arabians  are  of  a  fmaller  ilature, 
and  flendcr  :  yet  thele   laft  are  ac- 
counted   the   bed    foldiers.    I   have 
been    a    witneis  to    their    agility, 
and  I   am    told    their    courage    is 
equal  to  their    activity.      I   faw  a 
kina  of  war   pantomime    between 
three  Perfians  and    three    Arabs; 
they    naturally     fought     in    pairs. 
The  Perfians    kept    their   ground, 
and  warded  off  the  blows  that  were 
aimed  at  them  in  the  beft  manner 
they    could.      The    Arabians,    on 
the   contrary,   when  a    ftroke   was 
aimed  at  them,  fprung  up  in  the 
air    to    an   incredible   height,  and 
inftantly  made  an  attack  on  their 
antagoniHs.      In    the    mean  time, 
both  Perfians  and  Arabs  were  fing- 
ing,  or  rather  muttering,  feme  fen- 
tences    which    1    did    not    under- 
{tand.     The    Perfians,  1  was  told, 
were  finging  the  exploits  of  Shah- 
Nadir,  and    the    Arabs    were    in- 
vckin?  the  affiftance  of  their  pro- 
phet. 

There   is  a  race   of  mortals  in 
this  country,  that  they  call  Cafres, 
that  are  flaves  to  every  other  tribe, 
thev  have  black  woolly  hair,  and 
cam.e   originally  from  Cafraya,  in 
the    fouth   promontory   of    Africa. 
I   convtife    fometimes    with    thefe 
poor  devils, — for  I  think  that  the 
opinions    and     fentiments    of    all 
men,    however    abjeft    their    ftate 
deferve  attention.     They  tell  me, 
that    the    Moor    mans    are    better 
maflers    than    the   C,:rijltan   mans. 
They  are  fenfible  of  their   inferi- 
ority in  education,  at  leall,  if  not 
in    nature",    to    Moors,     Hindoos, 
and     Chriftians  ;     and    fcem    con- 
tented with  their  fituation.     They 
are  fo  habituated  to  ilavery,  that  I 
am   perfuaded    they  have  loft    all 
desire  of  freedom;  and  that  they 


are  happier  in  the  fervice  of  a  good 
mafter,  who  is  their  protedor  and 
their  God,  than  they  would  be  ir^ 
a  ftate  of  independence :  in  the 
fame  manner  that  a  dog  would 
leave  the  greateft  abundance  of 
food  in  a  defert,  and  joyfully  per- 
form with  his  owner,  even  though 
he  fhould  fometimes  beat  him,  a 
long  and  tedious  journey,  fub- 
jeded  to  the  pain  of  hunger  and 
of  thiril. 

The  natives  of  this  country  are 
more    Aim,    and    generally    of    a 
ftiorter    ftature,    than    Europeans. 
It  is   a  curious  fight,  to  fee  their 
children     running     about    naked, 
and    fpeaking    by  the  time    they 
are  half  a    year  old.     I  was  afto- 
nifhed  to  be  faluted  by  thefe  little 
figures^  who,  after  giving  me  the 
fc.lam,  putting  their  hands  to  theijr 
foreheads,  and  bowing  to  the  very 
ground,  would  afk  for  fomething  ; 
for   all  the  children   of  the   lower 
cafts  are  great   beggars ;   and  they 
go    ftark    naked    until  '  they     are 
nearly    arrived   at  the  age  of  pu- 
berty.    Their  mental  faculties,  as 
well   as    their   bodily  powers,   ar- 
rive niuch  fooner  at  maturity  than 
thofe  of  Europeans   do ;  yet,  it  is 
not  true,  as  is  commonly  believed^ 
that    they   fooner    decay.     Eaftern 
luxury,  which  affe£ls  novelty  only 
in     the     rzcnana,     feeks    for    new 
wives,  and  foon  difcards  the  old  : 
But  many  fine  women  are  deferted 
in  this  manner  ;    and  in   general, 
the   women  of  thirty  or   forty  in 
this  country,  are  as  well  favoured 
as  women  of  that  age  are  in  Eu- 
rope. —  A   native  of  India,    who 
confiders  a   woman  merely  as   an 
inftrument   of  pleafure,   would    be 
iniinitely  furprifed   at    the  conde- 
fcenfion  of   a  good   hale   man  of 
fixty,   walking   with    a  wife   up- 
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wards    of  fifty,    hanging    on     his 
arm. 

Children  are  all  taught  reading 
and  arithmetic  in  the  open  air. 
They  learn  to  diftinguilh  their  let- 
ters, and  tne  figures  they  ufe  in 
their  arithmetic,  (which,  I  have 
been  told,  is  a  kind  of  Algebra) 
forming  them  with  their  own 
hands,  either  in  the  fand  or  on 
boards. 

Marriages  are  contrafted  by 
boys  and  girls,  and  coniummated 
as  loon  as  they  arrive  at  puberty; 
that  is,  when  the  men  are  thir- 
teen years  of  age,  and  the  women 
nine  or  ten.  The  marriage  cere- 
mony is  performed  three  times ; 
once  when  the  couple  are  mere  in- 
fants ;  a  fecond  time,  when  the 
gentleman  may  be  about  eight  or 
pine  years  old,  and  the  lady  five 
or  lix ;  and  the  third  and  lall  time 
at  the  age  I  have  already  fpecined. 
Betw.en  the  firll  and  fecond  mar- 
riage ceremonies,  the  young  cou- 
ple are  allowed  to  fee  one  another  : 
they  run  about  and  play  together 
as  other  children  do  ;  and  know- 
ing they  are  deltined  for  each 
other,  commonly  conceive,  even 
at  that  early  period,  a  mutual  af- 
fection. But  after  the  fecond 
time  of  marriage,  they  are  fepa- 
rated  from  each  other  ;  the  bride, 
efpecially  if  (he  be  a  perfon  of 
condition,  being  (hut  up  in  the 
women's  apartment  until  the  hap- 
py day  of  the  third  and  laft  cere- 
mony, when  the  prielt  fprinkles 
on  the  bride  and  bridegroom  abun- 
dance of  rice,  as  an  emblem  of 
fruitful  nefs. 

Thcfe  early  contradls  are  un- 
doubtedly well  calculated  to  in- 
fpirc  the  parties  with  a  mutual 
and  lafting  aftcilion.  The  ear- 
Ijell  part  of  Vite  is  in  every  coun- 
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try  the  happieft  ;  and  every  cbjeft 
is  pleafing  that  recalls  to  the  ima- 
gination that  bieffed  period.  The 
ductile  minds  of  the  infant  lovers 
arc  eafily  twined  into  one  ;  and  the 
happieft  time  of  their  life  is  aflb- 
ciated  with  the  fweet  remem- 
brance of  their  early  connexion. 
It  is  not  fo  with  your  brides  and 
bridegrooms  of  thirty,  forty,  and 
fifty  ;  they  have  had  pre'vious  at- 
tachments; the  beil  part  of  life  is 
palt  before  their  union,  perhaps 
before  they  ever  faw  each  other. 

1  had  once  the  honour  to  be 
prefent  at  the  wedding  of  a  Perfee 
of  good  condition.  Of  this  I 
Ihall  give  you  a  minute  dclcrip- 
tion.  Important  matters  you  will 
find  in  the  writings  of  grave  hif- 
torians  ;  what  1  ihall  relate,  will 
be  fuch  trifling  circamfcances  as 
are  below  the  notice  ol  thofe  per- 
fonages,  but  which,  neverchelefs, 
curiofity  might    wifh    to    know. 

In  Hindollan,  the  expence  of 
cloaths  is  almoft  nothing ;  and 
that  of  food,  firing,  and  lodging, 
to  the  natives  1  mean,  very 
trifling.  The  Hindoos  are  not 
addided  to  any  expenfive  vices, 
tlieir  paflions  and  defires  being 
gentle  and  moderate.  Yet  they 
are  frugal  and  induitrious,  and  as 
eager  to  amafs  riches  as  any  of 
the  natives  of  Europe.  A  Jew,  a 
Dutchman,  or  a  Scotch  pedlar, 
is  not  more  attentive  to  profit  and 
lofs.  What  is  the  reafcn  of  this  ? 
They  are  lovers  of  fplendor  and 
magnificence  in  every  thing,  but 
particularly  in  what  relates  to 
their  women,  k  is  in  their  ha^ 
rams,  but  efpecially  on  occanon 
of  their  marriages,  that  they  pour 
forth  the  collected  treafures  of  many 
indullrious  years. 

The  Fence  at    whcfe  wedding  I 
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was  a  gaeft,  many  weeks  before- 
hand, fent  invitations  to  his  nu- 
merous friends  and  acquaintance, 
to  afreinble  at  the  fixed  time,  at  a 
fpacious  hall  erefted  for  the  occa- 
fion  in  a  beautiful  field.  It  was 
the  dry  feafon,  when  the  air  was 
conilantly  mild  and  ferene,  and 
the  whole  vegetable  world  breathed 
a  delightful  fragrance.  The  hall 
was  formed  by  bamboos,  connedted 
together,  as  is  ufual  in  that  coun- 
try, and  covered  with  cloth.  It 
was  a  medium  between  an  houfe 
and  a  tent,  being  lefs  folid  than 
the  former,  but  more  fubftantial 
than  the  latter.  Here  the  com- 
pany affembled  after  the  heat  of 
tlie  day  was  over,  to  the  number 
of  feveral  hundreds.  After  a  rich 
xepaft,  which  was  ferved  with 
great  regularity,  we  fet  out  to 
meet  the  bride,  mefTengers  having 
arrived  at  the  hall  to  announce 
her  approach.  The  young  Perfee 
was  mounted  on  a  camel  richly 
caparifoned,  himfelf  adorned  with 
a  multitude  of  jewels,  and  highly 
perfumed.  A  number  of  flaves 
walked  by  the  fide  of  the  camel, 
holding  an  umbrella  over  the  head 
of  their  raafter,  while  others  fanned 
his  face.  The  company  had,  as 
ufual,  their  palanquins.  In  the 
mean  time  we  were  entertained 
by  a  band  of  mufic,  confin- 
ing of  pipers,  blowing  very  loud 
on  the  great  pipe  with  their 
moaths,  and  playing  with  their 
fingers  on  anoiher  ;  trumpeters, 
and  a  kind  of  drummers,  beating 
on  what  they  call  iam  ta?ns. 
The  mufic  was  dreadfully  loud, 
but  to  my  ear  not  very  pleafant. 
There  was  only  one  tune  j  nor  did 
I  ever  hear  another  during  thefe 
fix  years  I  have  been  in  India. 
We   arrived   at  a  village,    where 


we  were  met  by  the  bride,  at- 
tended by  an  infinite  number  of 
female  acquaintance,  her  near 
male  relations,  and  a  crowd  of 
fervants.  A  gentleman's  carriage 
in  the  fervice  of  the  company  was 
borrowed  for  the  bride.  It  was 
an  open  phaeton,  drawn  in  flow 
proceflion,  by  four  beautiful  Ara- 
bian horfes, — The  pradlice  of  bor- 
rowing Englifli  equipages,  on  ma- 
trimonial occafions,  is  very  com- 
mon ;  and  they  are  always  lent 
with  great  good  humour, — As  to 
the  reft  of  the  ladies,  fome  rode 
on  camels,  fome  in  carriages 
drawn  by  fpotted  buffaloes  and 
bullocks,  whole  horns  were  tipt 
with  filver,  and  their  heads  adorn- 
ed with  flowers  bound  by  rib- 
bands. The  bride  was  a  tall 
comely  young  creature  ;  her  long 
black  hair  falling  down  over  her 
flioulders,  and  then  turned  up  iti 
wreaths,  elegantly  adorned  with 
embroidered  ribbands  and  precious 
ftones.  It  was  at  that  moment, 
when  her  hulband  gave  her  the 
falam,  in  a  modefl  and  refpeftful 
manner,  and  at  a  fmall  diftance, 
when  ftie  flood  up  in  the  phaeton, 
veiled  snly  by  an  umbrella,  that  I, 
who  had  the  honour  of  being  near 
the  bridegroom,  had  a  full  view  of 
his  lovely  bride. 

At  the  end  of  the  village  an  ac- 
cident happened,  which  inter- 
rupted, for  a  fliort  time,  the  joy 
of  the  day,  and  filled  the  minds 
of  hundreds  with  the  moil  alarm- 
ing apprehenfions.  The  men  as 
well  as  the  women,  gave  a  loud 
fhriek,  and  ran  in  a  dillradled  man- 
ner, not  knowing  what  they  did  ; 
even  the  bride  was  for  a  moment 
deferted  by  thofe  of  her  own  reli- 
gion and  kindred,  and  left  to  the 
care    of    her    European    drivers. 
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Some  unlucky  wag  had,  on  pur- 
pofe,  fet  fome  fwine  adrift  that 
were  kept  by  Portuguefe  families  ; 
and  it  was  the  fear  of  being 
t  juclied  by  thefe  odious  and  unclean 
animals,  that  turned,  for  a  few 
minutes,  a  day  of  joy  into  a  day  of 
lamentation. —  It  is  impofiible  tode- 
fcribe  the  horror  that  both  Perfees 
and  Gentoos  exprefs  at  the  fight  of 
a  fow.  The  very  form  of  that  ani- 
mal is  ofFenfive  to  them,  and  makes 
them  fhudder.  It  appears  as  loath- 
fome  to  them  as  a  toad  docs  to 
an  European  :  and  you  may  ima- 
gine the  horror  you  would  feel  at 
the  approach  of  a  toad  of  the  fize  of 
a  fow. 

The  fwine  being  beat  back, 
(in  effefting  which  repulfe,  I  may 
juftly  boaft  that  I  was  myfelf  the 
principal  hero)  we  proceded  in 
joyful  proceffion  to  the  hall  ; 
which,  fpacious  as  it  was,  was 
now  infufncient  to  contain  our  en- 
creafed  numbers :  wherefore,  many 
of  the  company  were  feated  on  the 
graffy  plain,  lamps  being  hung 
among  Ihrubbery  on  poles  of  bam- 
boos, fixed  without  much  diffi- 
culty in  the  foft  and  deep  foil. 
The  hall,  illuminated  without  and 
within,  difplayed  on  both  fides, 
various  piftures  of  elephants  and 
other  animals,  and  alfo  of  men. 
The  young  Perfee's  uncle,  who 
fhewed  great  attention  to  myfelf 
and  the  other  Europeans,  informed 
us,  that  the  portraits  we  faw  were 
Perfian  emperors. — There  is  Ko- 
refii,  faid  he  ;  and  after  naming 
a  number  of  other  princes,  he 
pointed  to  tsadir  Scha,  and  Kerim 
JChait  the  preleiit  emperor. — I  can- 
not think  that  they  could,  either 
from  tradition,  painting,  or  fta- 
tuary,  have  any  accurate  notion, 
>f  any  at  all,  of   Uie   particular 


llature,  (hape,  and  countenance  of 
Cyrus.  Ttie  artill  mull  have  beea 
guided  merely  by  fancy. 

Various  kinds  of  refrefliments 
having  been,  after  Ihort  intervals, 
preiented  to  the  company,  we  were 
at  iall  entertained  with  a  ball  which 
lafted  all  night.  The  ladies  were 
placed  by  themfelves  on  one  fide 
of  the  hall,  and  the  gentlemen 
by  themfelves  on  the  other.  The 
v^^oraen  wore  their  veils ;  but  thefe 
were  not  drawn  fo  clofely  over  the 
face,  but  that  we  could  get  a 
peep  at  their  eyes  and  nofes. 
When  their  veils  were  drawn  back, 
in  order  that  they  might  enjoy 
the  refrefhment  of  being  fanned, 
we  could  difcover  their  necks  and 
their  fine  hair.  Indeed,  on  occa- 
fion  of  weddings,  the  veil,  as  I  have 
been  affured,  fits  more  loofely  on 
the  ladies  than  at  other  times.— 
There  was  not  the  leaft  commu- 
nication between  the  men  and  the 
women  ;  no  not  a  whifper.  The 
men  converfed  among  themfelves ; 
and  the  women  obferved  a  profound 
filence,  looking  ftraight  forward 
with  inexpreffible  fweetnefs  and  mo* 
delly. 

But  now  appears  a  fpedacle 
which  commands  filence  among 
the  gentlemen  as  well  as  the  la- 
dies, and  draws  the  attention  of 
every  part  of  the  hall.  ^  com- 
pany of  Itrolling  dancing  girls 
from  Surat,  appear  on  a  plat- 
form raifed  about  two  feet  above 
the  floor.  Violins  were  now  added 
to  the  band  of  mufic,  and  pre- 
fently  the  dance  began.  The  bal- 
ladieres  (for  that  is  the  name  by 
which  the  dancing  girls  are  diftin- 
guifhed  on  this  fide  of  Hindollan) 
are  drelTed  in  the  gaudielt  man- 
ner that  the  luxuriant  fancy  of 
the  call  can  conceive.     Their  long 
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black     hair     falling     over     their 
fhoulders  in    flowing    ringlets,    or 
braided  and  turned  up,  is    loaded 
with    precious    ftones,    and    orna- 
mented with  flosvers.     Their  neck- 
laces and  bracelets  are  enriched  in 
the  fame  manner;   even  their  nofe- 
jewels,  which  at  iirft   fight  appear 
fhocking   to    an    European,    have 
ibmething    pleafing,    after    cuftom 
has  worn  ofl'  the    efieft   of  preju- 
dice, and  by  a  certain  fymmetry, 
fet    ciF   all    the    other    ornaments. 
>sOthing  can  equal    the  care  they 
take   to    preferve  their  brealh,  as 
the  moft  ftriking  mark   of  beauty. 
In    order    to    prevent    them    from 
growing  large  or  ill-fhaped,    they 
enclofe  them   in  cafes  made  of  ex- 
ceedingly  light   wood,   which    are 
joined  together,   and  faftened  with 
buckles  of  jewels  behind.     Thefe 
cafes    are    fo    fmocth    and    pliant, 
that   they  give  way  to  the  various 
attitudes   of  the  body  without  be- 
ing   flattened,    and     without     the 
fmalleft  injury  to   the   delicacy  of 
the    fkin.     The    outfide    of    thefe 
cafes    is    covered   with    a   leaf    of 
gold,  and  ftudded  with  diamonds. 
They  take  it    off   and    put  it   on 
again  with    equal    facility.       This 
covering  of  the  breaft  conceals  not 
from    the    amorous    eye,    palpita- 
tions,    beavings,     various    tender 
emotions,  nor  ought  that  can  con- 
tribute to  excite    defire  :  while  at 
the  fame  time  it  leaves  fomething 
for  the    fpedator    to    guefs.      The 
balladieres       imagine      that      they 
heighten  the  beauty  of  their  com- 
plexion,   and     the     imprefiion    of 
their      countenances,     by    tracing 
black    circles    round    their  ^  eyes, 
with  a  hair  bodkin  dipped  in   the 
powder    of    antimony.      On    their 
ancles,    beGdcs   jewels,   they  wear 
bells,  which    they    think   have    a 


good  efFeft  ;  but  which,  I  confefs, 
I  do  not  admire. 

The  balladieres,  it  mufl  be  ob- 
ferved,  are  not  all  of  the  fame  rank 
or  condition.  It  is  only  the  higher 
ranks  among  them,  who,  I  have 
been  told,  are  confecrated  to  the 
ufe  of  the  Brahmins,  the  firft  cafte 
in  this  fuperftitious  country,  that 
can  afford  to  fiave  a  load  of  dia- 
monds. Nor  do  the  balladieres  of 
this  clafs  ftroll  through  the  coun- 
try. But  if  the  common  danc- 
ing girls  are  not  ufually  adorned 
with  diamonds,  they  have  other 
precious  Hones  and  ornaments  that 
fliike  with  equal  effeft.  In  every 
other  refpedl,  their  drefs  refem- 
bles  that  of  the  balladieres  of  the 
firll  rank. 

When  thefe  girls  dance,  they 
do  not  hop,  cut,  and  fkip  like  our 
aflreffes  in  Europe ;  they  never 
lift  their  feet  high.  -Their  dances 
would  not  be  fuffered,  it  muft  be 
owned,  in  an  affembly  of  Euro- 
pean ladies.  They  exprefs,  by 
mute  a£tion,  all  the  raptures  and 
extravagancies  of  the  paflion  of 
love,  when  in  deep  retirement, 
concealed  from  every  prying  eye, 
the  happy  lovers,  throwing  afide 
all  reitraint,  yield  to  the  irrefift- 
able  impulfe  of  the  moft  ardent 
deHre  of  nature.  Nor  is  mute 
aftion  the  whole  of  this  fcene. 
The  girls  accompany  their  wan- 
ton attitudes  with  lafcivious  fongs, 
until,  overcome  by  the  power  of 
imagination,  and  the  ftrength  of 
perfumes,  their  voices  die  away, 
and  they  become  motionlefs  j 
which  is  the  conclufion  of  this 
opera,  fhall  I  call  it,  or  paiitomime? 
— The  ball  lafted  until  morning. 
RefreJhments  were  prefented  to 
the  company  at  fhort  intervals 
during  the  night.     The  bride  was 
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accompanied  to  the  houfe  of  her  Tartars.  The  ftates  of  Italy  at 
hufband  oniy  by  her  neareft  rela-  this  day  are  only  nominal  fove- 
tions.  The  Hindoo  ladies  were  in  reignties,  being  dependent  on  the 
like  manner  taken  care  of  by  their  emperor,  France,  and  Spain.  In 
hulbands  or  kindred.  As  to  the  like  manner,  the  princes  ofHin- 
balladieres,  they  were  efcorted  home  dottan  have  long  depended  on  the 
by  Europeans.  protedion  of  one   or   other  of  the 

iVloderate  in  every  other  refpe£l,  powers  of  Europe. — The  Italians 
the  Hindoos  love  to  excefs.  1  was  of  the  prefent  time,  are  an  unwar- 
curious  to  know  what  were  the  like,  effeminate,  and  indolent 
common  topics  of  converfation  people,  delighting  only  in  love 
among  this  people  ;  for  they  are  and  mufic.  This  Is  alfo  exaftly 
very  fociable,  meeting  together  the  character  of  the  modern  Hin- 
frequently  at  each  other's  doors,  docs.  Other  refemblances  might 
and  fmoaking  all  day  long. —  be  traced  between  thefe  nations  : 
Upon  inquiry,  1  found  they  were  but  on  the  fubjett  of  refemblances, 
ever  talking  about  their  wives  ;  one  is  apt  to  grow  fanciful ;  there- 
their  qualities,  their  numbers,  fore  I  proceed  not  any  farther  on 
and  their  profpeds  of  getting  new     this  topic. 

ones,     &c.    &c.      The     barbarous         I  have  endeavoured,  at   various 
nations  in   America  talk  of  hunt-     times,  to  lead  the  natives   of  this 
ing    and    war ;    in    England,    the     country    into    a    free    converfation 
people  talk   of  politics ;    in  Scot-     on  Europeans,  and  their  tyranny ; 
land,   of  religion  ;    in    France,  of    but   I    found  them    very  referved. 
the     grand     monarque  ;    in    Hin-     'i  hey  often  complained  of  the  in- 
dollan,  the  conilant  theme  is  love     folence    of   the    common    foldiers. 
and   marriage.— There  are  feveral     The  aunrrior  cpjl  in  Europe,  they 
analogies,    which     occur     to     my     fay,    mull    be    very    bad    mans.— 
imagination    at     the    moment    of    I    once    overheard    a   converfation 
writing   this,   between   the    penin-     between  a  Moor  who  kept  a  lliop 
fula    ot     Hindoftan    and    that    of    in  Bombay  and  one  of  our  corpo- 
Italy ;    which  1    fhall     commit    to     rals.      The     corporal     afked     the 
paper    without    examining    them,     price   of  fome   cheefe  ;    the  Moor 
The  Hindoos  were  once  a  flourilh-     demanded  a  rupee   (h;:lf  a  crown) 
ing     and     powerful    people  ;     and     a     pound  ;    the    corporal,    after    a 
their     knowledge,     religion,     and     torrent    of  abufive  language  mixt 
laws,  fpread  over  many    countries     with  threatenings,    fvvore    that    he 
of    Afia.       In   like  manner,     the     could     purchale    better    cheefe    ia 
knowledge,  the  religion,  the  laws     Europe  for   four-pence:      *•  Well, 
of  Rome,  enlightened  and  blefll-d     mailer,"  faid  the  cheefemonger,  "  I 
the    nations    of  Europe  ;    but,    in     "  fuppofe   very  few   in  this    coun- 
»      procefs  ot  time,    the    Roman .  em-     "  try  will  hinder  you  from  going 
pire  was  over-run,  and  broken  into     "  to   Europe    to    buy    it  " — This 
many    independent    flaces,    by   ir-     was    the    ftrongefl    infinuation    of 
ruptions     of    northern     barbarians,     the    dillike    in     which     Europeans 
Such  was  alfo  the  fate  of  the  Hin-     arc  held    here,   that   I  ever  heard 
doo  empire,  which  was  conquered     from    any  of    the    natives    of  In- 
and  torn  in  pieces  by  the  Mogul     dcftan.  —  I    overheard   at  another 
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time,  a  converfation  betweeo  a 
Moor  and  one  of  our  men,  on  the 
lubjcd  of  religion.  Alter  a  good 
deal  of  difpu cation,  in  the  courfe 
of  which  the  chrillian  lolt  his 
temper,  and  poured  forth  the 
greatell  curies  on  Mahomet  and 
all  his  fo  lowers  ;  the  dilciple  of 
the  great  prophet,  with  great 
calmneis,  replied,  '•'  Mafter,  why 
*'  do  Chrilhans  curfe  Mahomet  ? 
'*  we  Mahometans  never  curie 
"  Jefus  Chrill."  The  foldier, 
provoked  beyond  meafurc  at  this 
comparifon,  would  certainly  have 
knocked  the  Moor  down,  if  his 
paflion  had  not  found  vent  in  a 
very  feafonable  volley  of  impre- 
cations. 

In  Bombay,  where  people  of  fo 
many  different  nations  are  col- 
ledled  together,  there  is  a  kind  of 
language,  which  is  compoied  of 
the  moft  common  words  of  the 
languages  of  each  nation,  and  of 
natural  figns.  Coverfation  is  car- 
ried on,  in  a  great  meafure,  by 
geiticulation,  pointing,  and  va- 
rious diftortions  of  countenance. 
This  aftbrds  to  a  ftranger  a  -ludi- 
crous fpedlacle.  The  Hindoos 
fpeak  in  a  very  loud  tone  of  voice, 
infomuch  that  it  appeared  difa- 
greeable  to  me,  before  cuftom, 
that  reconciles  us  to  every  thing, 
rendered  it  familiar :  yet  their 
voices  are  not  harfh,  but  natu- 
rally fweet  and  melodious.  The 
men  fhave  their  heads,  but  all  the 
women  wear  their  hair  long.  The 
Jev\  s  and  Perfees  wear  long  beards ; 
but  the  Gentoos,  whofe  religion 
prefcribes  cleanlinefs  of  perfon, 
fhave  their  heads,  leaving  only  a 
fmall  tuft  on  the  crown,  their 
beards,  arm-pits,  &c.  &c.  The 
trade  of  a  potter  is  an  excellent 
f)ne  in  this  country ;  for  the  Gen- 


toos never  ufe  the  fame  pot  or 
plate  twice  ;  that  would  be  pollu- 
tion ;  but  as  to  plates,  their  place 
is  generally  fuppJied  by  the  broad 
and  touj^h  leaves  of  banyan  trees  ; 
and  they  ufe  no  fpoons.  Ladles 
they  have,  made  of  the  fhell  of 
the  cocoa-nut,  with  which  they 
ferve  up  their  rice,  which  is  com- 
monly mixed  with  ghee,  (a  kind 
of  half-made  butter,  which  they 
keep  frefh  in  leather  bottles  for 
years,  without  fait)  and  fpices, 
which  make  it  a  very  favoury  and 
nourifhing  food.  This  they  eat, 
not  with  knives  and  forks,  but 
with  tfteir  fingers.  The  carnivo- 
rous appetites  of  Europeans  fhock 
them ;  for,  the  warrior  cafl  ex- 
cepted, the  Gentoos  eat  no  flelh 
meat.  Certain  other  cafls  are  al- 
lowed to  eat  fifh.  Of  the  Eng- 
lifh,  particularly,  they  fay,  fhak- 
ing  their  heads,  "  Ah  !  Englifli- 
mans  eat  every  thing,  fight  every 
thing." 

Indeed,  I  muft  fay,  that  I  was 
difgnfted  myfelf  at  the  praflice, 
fo  common  among  Europeans  as 
well  as  Moors,  of  eating  fnakes  and 
fro^s.  The  frog  of  this  coui  try 
is  as  large  as  a  chicken.  It  makes 
a  loud  croaking  noife  in  the  tanks 
and  fields  in  the  evenings.  This 
fupplies  the  place  of  the  melody  of 
European  birds.  The  frogs  are  fed 
with  great  care  after  they  are 
caught.  I  am  told  by  the  frog- 
eaters,  that  they  are  moft  delicate 
food.  I  take  their  word  for  it. 
The  late  General  Wedderburne  was 
fo  fond  of  frogs,  that  he  kept  a  frog- 
catcher,  as  gentlemen  in  Europe 
keep  fowlers. 

There  is  a  kind  of  ferpents,  ca- 
pable of  being  tamed,  which  become 
domeftics  in  families,  and  which 
undoubtedly  have  a  lenfibility  to 
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the  charms  of  mufic  ;  for  at  the 
iound  of  a  violin,  they  raife  their 
heads,  and  move  their  bodies  in 
concord  to  the  mufical  notes. 
When  you  liroke  their  beautiful 
backs,  they  feera  fenfible  of  the 
carefs,  their  necks  and  heads  mov- 
ing more  brifkly  to  the  mufic, 
and  their  eyes  fparkling  with  en- 
creafed  luftre.  It  was,  doubtlefs, 
in  allufion  to  this  fpecies  of  fer- 
pents,  that  Solomon  Itigmatized 
th**  deaf  adder,  tnat  ^ivoulJ  not  he 
charmed  by  the  'voice  of  the  charmer, 
Jhould  he  charm  e-uerfo  luifely. 

I  have  never  yet,  either  by 
reading  or  converfation,  obtained 
any  fatisfadory  account  of  the 
origin  of  thole  ideas  of  pollution, 
and  fingular  antipathies  and  ab- 
horrenccs,  which  prove  fo  great 
torments  to  the  Hindoos.  Dif- 
ferent writers  have  attempted  to 
trace  them  back  to  the  arts  of 
prielfs  and  politicians.  But  prieft- 
craft  and  policy  do  not  infpire 
mankind  with  new  defires  and 
averfjons.  They  may  fanftify  and 
confirm -prejudices  already  enter- 
tained ;  they  may  improve  and 
heighten  th-m,  and  ufe  them  as 
engines  for  their  own  purpofes  ; 
but  I  apprehend  they  feldom  lludy 
to  create  them.  However  the 
fuperllrudure  may  be  the  eifed  of 
art,  the  four.dation  is  laid  in  na- 
ture. It  h  political  wildoni,  per- 
haps*, to  puniih  unnatural  crimes; 
?nd  in  fad  they  are  punifhed  ;  but 
does  the  punilhment  ,oi  fuch  crimes 
originate  in  views  of  policy  ;  ft 
is  a  natural  abhorrence  that  firlt 
impels  men  to  punini  them  ;  in 
the  fame  manner  that  a  fchool-boy 


is  urged  by  a  natural  antipathy  to 
kili  ihofe  odious  reptiles  that  of- 
fend his  eye  in  his  wandering  ex- 
curfions  in  woods  and  £eids.— 
Europeans  are  confcious  of  many 
antipatliies,  which  it  is  impcfJibie 
to  trace  to  any  (ource  of  fuperfti- 
tion  or  policy  ;  the  Afiatics,  in  like 
manner,  have  theirs ;  with  this 
difference,  that  they  are  at  once 
more  violent  and  more  numerous. 
There  feems  to  be  a  g-earer  irri- 
tability in  their  nerves  ;  they  are 
more  forcibly  flruck  by  t\tTy  ob- 
jed. 

The  manner  of  drinking  among 
the  Gentoos  is  remarkable.  Thzy 
rel'gioufly  avoid  touching  the  vef^ 
fel  that  contains  the  liquor  with 
their  lips,  and  pour  it  into  their 
mouths,  holding  the  bottle,  or 
other  veflcl,  at  leaft  at  a  foot'* 
diftancc.  Their  idea  is,  that  thej 
would  be  polluted  by  ftagnatiag 
water.  They  will  drink  from  a. 
pump,  or  of  any  running  ilream, 
but  not  out  of  a  pool. 

The  Hindoos  preferve  the  AH- 
atic  cuilom,  of  which  we  read  ia 
the  bible,  of  threfning  out  their 
corn  by  the  treading  of  oxen.  A 
pole  is  fixed  in  the  ground,  in  the 
upper  end  of  which  is  fet  a  pivot, 
which  ferves  as  an  axis  for  a  wheel, 
or  rather  a  wooden  frame,  whicli 
is  turned  round  by  the  oxen,  and 
which  conhnes  their  fteps  to  ths 
thrclhing  floor.  The  grain  is 
fhaken  from  the  huOcs  and  the 
Itr^w  by  the  beating  of  their  feet 
and  legs.  A  couple  of  oxen  will 
thrclh  two  or  three  hundred  bufheU 
of  rice  a  day. — There  have  been 
various    attempts     in     Europe    to 


•  The  prefident  Montcfiiuiea  is  of  opinion,  that  the  puri.hment  of  unna- 
tural crimes  is  by  no  means  neceflary.  Nulure  wjIJ  raaiutiiiu  hcf  owij  nght» 
r'ithout  the  inicrventiou  of  the  uiat'iilrate. 
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contrive  a  machine  for  threfhing 
corn,  the  molt  laborious  and  ex- 
penfive  operation  in  hafbandry. 
Might  not  our  farmers  for  once  take 
a  hint  from  the  Afiatics,  and  try 
the  method  of  threfhing  by  means 
of  oxen  ?  The  threlhing-floor  is 
formed,  by  fpreading  on  the  fur- 
face  of  a  fpoc  of  level  ground,  a 
pafte  compofed  of  water,  earth, 
and  cow-dung.  This  operation 
is   performed  by  the  women. 

There  is  not  a  more  precious 
fubftance  in  the  eyes  of  the  Gen- 
toos,  than  cow-dung.  It  is  not 
perhaps  known  in  Europe,  that 
cow -dung- is  an  infallible  prefer- 
vative  againll  the  deftrudlive  effedls 
of  all  kinds  of  vermin.  It  is  for 
this  reafon,  that  it  is  ufed  in 
forming  threfhing-floors.  It  is 
for  the  fame  reafon,  that  it  is  ufed 
a»  plaifler  to  the  houfes,  which  are 
overlaid  with  this  fubftance,  mixed 
w  ith  water  and  a  very  little  earth, 
both  without  and  within.  A 
layer  of  this  compofition  being 
fpread  on  the  walls,  and  fuflicicnt 
time  being  allowed  for  it  to  dry, 
a  fecond  ftratum  is  added,  for  the 
purpofe  of  filling  up  any  chinks 
that  may  be  occafioijed  by  exceffive 
drought.  A  fmooth  and  folid 
pafte  being  thus  formed,  it  is 
white-walhed  with  a  very  fine  and 
white  lime  made  of  oyfter-fhelh. 
Thefe  white  walls  are  variegated 
without  as  well  as  within,  by  the 
figures  of  different  animals,  efpe- 
cially  elephants.  But  I  have  not 
yet  fully  defcribed  the  great  im- 
portance of  cow-dung.  It  is  not 
only  a  necelTary  article  both  in 
agriculture  and  architefture,  but 
alfo  in  religion.  The  pollution 
that  is  occafionally  conveyed  to 
their  houfes  by  the  contadl  of 
Chrijiians,  the  Gentoos  walh  away 


by  the  precious  ointment  of  cow- 
dung.  The  pagodas  in  the  ifland 
of  Salfette,  having  been  ufed  by 
our  foldiers  as  lodging-places', 
during  the  war  with  the  Mar- 
rattas,  were  confidered  as  defiled, 
and  were  wholly  abandoned  until 
they  had  undergone  a  purification 
by  cow-dung.  It  is  not  a  little 
humiliating  to  a  prcfefTor  of 
Chriftianity,  that  he  fhould  be 
confidered  by  the  ancient  and  nu- 
merous feft  of  the  Gentoos,  as  a 
piece  of  animated  fubftance  infi- 
nitely more  loathfome  and  odious 
than  the  excrement  of  a  buffalo  or 
a  bullock. 

The  Gentoos  are  undoubtedly 
grofs  idolaters.  What  are  the 
doctrines  of  their  priefts,  I  know 
not :  they  worfhip  figures  of  men 
with  elephants  heads,  and  a  vari- 
ety of  other  images.  The  human 
figures  which  are  the  objefts  of 
their  devotion,  have  many  hands, 
and  are  enormoufly  corpulent. 
They  alfo  worfinp  different  ani- 
mals :  I  have  feen  in  their  temples 
live  bullocks.  It  occurred  to  me, 
that  thefe  were  going  to  be  facri- 
ficed  to  their  god  or  gods  ;  but  I 
was  foon  given  to  underftand,  that 
they  were  gods  themfelves. 

The  Perlians  of  this  country,  as 
is  generally  known,  pay  divine 
adoration  \.o  fire,  but  not  in  a  fenfe- 
lefs  and  idolatrous  manner;  for 
I  have  been  afTured  by  very  refpeft- 
able  charaders  among  the  Per- 
fees,  that  they  worfhip  fire  only  as 
an  emblem  of  the  Divinity,  and 
as  his  chief  agent  in  the  fyflcm  of 
the  univerfe.  —  They  never  extin- 
guifh  fire.  They  will  ftand  for 
hours  by  their  lamps,  putting  up 
their  prayers  to  God  with  folded 
hands,  and  their  eyes  turned  to- 
wards heaven  with  gieat  marks  of 
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devotion.  They  utter  ejaculatory 
prayers  all  day  long,  and  con- 
llantly  mix  bufmefs,  and  even 
common  converfatlon,  with  de- 
votion. They  have  a  fuperfti- 
tious  veneration  for  cocks  and  for 
dogs.  They  breed  great  numbers 
of  dogs  at  their  own  hcufes,  and 
feed  them  regularly  twice  every 
day  with  rice  and  ghee.  To  all 
dogs,  whether  their  own  or  not, 
they  are  very  hol'pitable.  Where- 
ever  they  fee  a  dog,  they  pre- 
fently  call  him,  and  offer  him 
food.  If  you  walk  abroad  with  a 
dog  in  any  of  the  Perfee  villages, 
you  prefently  hear  Jo/  Jo  !  at  every 
turn  ;  every  body  llriving  to  be 
the  firft  to  entertain  your  dcg. 
Dogs  are  alio  facred  in  all  the 
Turkiih  dominions.  The  dogs 
on  the  ifland  of  Bombay,  a  fevv^ 
years  ago,  were  many  of  them 
mad:  v\, hereupon  an  order  was 
given  by  the  governor,  for  killing 
all  dogs  v\itliou:  exception.  This 
order  beiog  known,  the  Perfees 
were  greatly  alarmed,  met  t  >ge- 
ther,  and  entered  into  a  folenin 
league  and  covenant  in  defence  of 
their  dogs,  and  threatened  to  prc- 
tc£l  ibeir  lives  at  the  rifque  of  their 
own.  It  was  therefore  thought 
prudent,  not  to  infid  on  the  exe- 
cution of  the  decree  that  had  been 
iflued  againft  thofe  faithful  and 
affectionate  domeliics. 

How  difiicult  it  is  to  diftinguilh 
the  fentimenti  of  nature,  from  the 
prejudices  of  eouca'ion^!  Moil 
rations  with  whcm  we  are  ac- 
quainted, are  careful  to  bury 
their  dead,  and  confider  it  as  a 
kind  of  misfortune  to  ilitir  de- 
parted friends,  if  by  any  accident 
their  inanimate  bodies  Ihculd  not 
be  honoured  by  a  decent  inter- 
ment.      That    very     clrcumftant^e. 
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however,  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  Homer,  and  thofe  to  whom  he 
addrefl'ed  the  Iliad,  aggravated 
the  hard  fate  of  thcfe  heroes  who 
fell  in  the  Trojan  war,  whofe  un- 
buricd  limbs  were  devoured  by 
hungry  dogs  and  ravenous  vul- 
tures ;  that  very  circumllance,  fo 
full  of  horror  to  a  Grecian  mind, 
would  have  appeared  to  a  Perlian, 
matter  of  the  greatcft  ccnfclation. 
f'or  the  Perfees  expofe  the  bodies 
of  their  dead  to  birds  of  prey,  as 
the  laft  good  ofSce  that  friendlhip 
cin  perform  to  the  deceafed.  They 
erccl  for  this  purpoie  fiibrics  about 
ten  feet  high,  over  the  walls  of 
whi.h  they  fix  an  iron  grate, 
whereon  they  place  the  dead— 
1  hefe  buildings  are  very  like 
kilns,  fave  that  they  want  roofs. 
Crows,  kites,  and  vultures, 
quickly  devour  the  flefh  ;  and  the 
bones,  after  being  bleached  for 
many  years,  are  ac  laft  pulverifed, 
and  drop  gradually  into  the  cavity 
of  the  building,  thus  making  way 
for  new  carcafes. 

I  prefer  to  this,  the  manner  in 
which  the  Gentcos  d:fpol'e  of  their 
dead.  They  burn  their  bodies 
with  fandal-wood  and  other  aro- 
macics.  A  very  worthy  gentle- 
man of  my  acquaintance.  Captain 
W— il,  ii  fo  much  delighted  witli 
this  pradice,  that  he  has  given 
orders,  that  his  bady,  after  he  i.s 
dead,  fhall  be  burnt  after  the  Gcn- 
too  manner,  with  fandal-wood. 
— The  poor  Faqueirs,  of  v»hoca 
you  have  heard  !'>  often,  bury 
their  dead  within  ih  Jr  very  places 
at  habitation,  v. hicK  are  lo.Tietimes 
huts,  and  Ibmetimts  taverns.  Th« 
lelf-denicd  Faqjeirb  will  lie  whole 
days  and  nights,  covered  with  duft, 
utider  ban-y.in  trees,  confcHing 
their  fiiis,  ai.i  expiating   :h;m  by 
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repentance,  fupportcd  only  by  a 
bottle  of  water  and  a  little  gram, 
or  parched  corn,  not  unlike  peafe, 
but  fweeter  to  the  tafte.  This 
mendicant  order  oi  religious,  often 
fupply  our  patty -maurs  *  with  pro- 
vifions  on  their  journies,  when, 
avoided  by  the  fuperlHtious  Gen- 
toos  as  if  they  were  fome  noxious 
animals,  they  would  be  in  great 
danger  of  ftarving. 

It  is  generally  known,  that  the 
practice  of  inoculating  for  the 
fmail-pox  is  common  in  all  Afiatic 
countries.  But  there  is  an  art  in 
Hindollan,  not  yet  known  in  Eu- 
rope, by  which  the  women  effec- 
tually prevent  any  traces  of  the 
fmall-pox  on  the  faces  of  their 
little  ones.  This  prefervative  is 
corapofed  of  a  falve  made  of  cer- 
tain Indian  herbs,  and  a  certain 
kind  of  oil,  which  they  apply  as 
foon  as  the  pock  begins  to  blacken. 
1  am  furprifed  that  none  of  the 
company's  furgeons  have  ever  en- 


proceeding  from  that  fpot,  rub' 
over,  with  greater  force,  the  whole 
of  the  body.  This  good  office  is 
generally  performed  by  the  wo- 
men, who  are  indeed  the  furgeons 
and  phyficians  of  this  country, 
and  who  handle  their  patients 
with  all  the  eafy  addrefs  of  the 
moll  experienced  member  of  the 
faculty  in  Europe. 

Before  the  Hindoos  rife  from 
their  beds,  they  Ifretch  them- 
felves,  darting  out  their  legs  and 
arms  with  a  fudden  motion  feveral 
times.  Then  they  proceed  to  the 
doors  of  their  houfes,  where  they 
fit  in  circles,  in  order  to  pick  and 
to  walh  their  teeth.  They  fill 
their  mouths  repeatedly  with  wa- 
ter, and  holding  back  their  heads, 
make  a  croaking  noife,  like  fo 
many  frogs.  Thofe  of  the  Gen- 
too  religion  perform  divers  other 
ablutions  in  fecret. 

Although    the  Hindoos  are   the 
meekeil  people  on  earth,  yet  they 


tjuired  into  the  nature  of  this  pre-     fometimes    quarrel   with   one  ano 


paration  :  for,  I  prefume,  if  they 
ha<l,  they  would  have  difcovered 
It ;  and  the  fadl,  that  the  Hindoos 
know  how  to  fave  their  fkins  from 
the  ravages  of  the  fmall-pox,  is 
undoubted. 

I  ihall,  now  I  have  got  on  the 
fjibjed  of  Hindoo  furgery,  men- 
tion another  operation  of  the  chi- 
rurgical  kind,  which  I  am  well 
afTured  is  attended  with  the  hap- 
pieft     effeds.      When    any    perfon 


ther.  Will  you  pleafe  to  attend 
to  fo  trifling  a  defcription  as  that 
of  an  Hindoo  fcolding-match  ? 
Storms  fometimes  difplay  the  na- 
ture of  the  foil  on  which  they  fall. 
—The  enraged  parties  begin  with 
complaining  of  each  other's  in- 
jufiice ;  and  retail  a  great  many 
moral  and  religious  maxims, 
which,  by  that  injuftice,  have 
been  violated.  They  enumerate 
the  afts   of  violence   or   of  fraud. 


happens  to  be  bruifed  in  any  part     which  their  antagonills  have  com- 
of  his  body,  by  a  fall,  a  blow,  or     mitted  againft   others,   as   well   as 


otherwife,  thofe  who  are  nearell 
to  him,  prefently  Urip  off  the 
greater  part  of  his  cloaths,  and 
with  the  palms  of  their  hands 
gently  rub  the  afiiided  part,   and 


themfelves.  They     undervalue 

each  other's  families :-—"  Your 
filler  went  on  a  certain  day  to 
fetch  water  from  the  well,  and 
was  embraced  by  a  Chriltian  folr 


Meflcngers  or  Polls,' 


dier ;" 
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dier:"  — — —  '*  Your  father  dying 
young,  your  mother  did  not  fhave 
her  head,  but  made  her  elopement 
with  a  fepoy  :"  —  **  From  a  nig- 
gardly difpofition,  you  violated 
the  laws  of  our  holy  religion,  by 
making  the  fame  earthen  pot  ferve 

you    a    whole    week ;" And, 

*'  You  got  fo  drunk,  on  one  oc- 
cafion,  with  brabtree  toddy,  that 
you  not  only  touched  the  veflel 
with  your  lips,  but  bit  it  with 
your  teeth."  In  this  manner  they 
kept  fcolding  for  the  fpace  of  fome 
hours  :  but  now  the  contention 
becomes  fiercer,  and  the  oppro- 
brious terms  of  Cafre  and  Halla- 
chore  are  retorted  with  great  fury. 
As  the  lad  poffible  infulr,  they 
pull  off  their  ihoes,  fpit  in  them, 
and  throw  them  in  each  other's 
faces  *.  Anon,  they  proceed  to 
adlion,  tearing  each  other's  hair, 
and  fmiting  each  other,  not  with 
their  fills,  but  the  palms  of  their 
hands,  like  women  or  children. 
After  they  are  fufficiently  fatigued 
by  this  exercifc,  they  part,  each 
declaring  that  he  would  have  in- 
flided  on  his  adverfary  more  le- 
vere  marks  of  his  vengeance,  if 
he  did  not  confider  himfelf  as 
much  polluted  by  touching  him, 
as  he  would  be  by  coming  in  con- 
tain with  ^fovj  or  a  Chrijlian. 

I  never  beheld  fo  ftriking  a  proof 
of  the  influence  of  food  on  animal 
conftitutions,  as  in  the  battles  of 
dogs   in  this  country.     The   dogs 


of  fuch  of  the  natives  as  feed  them 
only  with  rice  and  ghcf ,  are  no 
more  a  match  for  the  dogs  that 
are  bred  by  the  Englilh,  thouj^h  of 
the  fame  fpecies,  than  one  of  thefe 
would  be  a  march  for  a  lien.  Our 
foldiers  take  great  delignt  in  pro- 
motng  fights  between  their  dogs 
aiid  thole  of  the  Hindoos,  which 
is  a  very  cruel  entertainment. 

It  will  not  furprile  one,  who 
knows  the  refolujon  of  Hindoo 
women  in  burning  with  their  huf- 
bands,  to  be  told,  that  there  is 
at  prefent  in  Bombay,  a  woman, 
a  native  of  Mangalore  f ,  who,  af- 
fuming  the  habit  of  a  man,  en- 
lifted  in  a  company  of  fcpoys,  in 
order  to  have  a  chance  of  m-^eting 
with  her  fweetheart,  who  had  en- 
lifted  in  our  fervice  in  the  laft  war. 
After  having  been  in  one  or  two 
engagements,  in  v/hich  ftie  dif- 
played  a  manly  courage,  (he  found 
her  lover,  to  whom  fhe  made  her- 
felf  known,  and  became  his  wife. 
The  wives  of  the  heymals,  as 
well  as  their  hufoands,  follow  the 
employment  of  porters,  and  are 
kept  to  their  labour  as  well  as  the 
men,  by  the  terror  of  a  fcourge. 
The  conftancy  and  heroifm  ot  this 
lady,  has  been  rewarded  by  an  ap- 
pointment to  the  office  of  overfeer 
of  the  w-vips  of  the  coolies.  I  have 
ieen  her  wuh  a  rattan  in  her  hand, 
acting  in  the  capacity  of  a  finial* 
feijeant. 


•  It  fliould  be  obfen-ed,  that  vvl.en  the  Gentoos  enter  their  teinple',  or  the 
apartments  of  any  great  m?.n,  they  piiU  off  their  flioei,  and  leave  ihcm  at  the 
door.  As  appearing  in  your  prefence  without  ftiats,  is  the  greatctt  msrk  ct 
refpe5f  ;  I"o  to  tlirovr  one's  ihoc  in  liis  neighbour-'s  fice,  is  ths  v;.iy  Lllr  mark  (?f 
contempt. 

t  Hyder  Ally's  sapltai. 
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Cujlomary  Education  and  Employ- 
ment of  the  Inhabitants  of  Nan- 
tucket ;  from  Letters  from  an 
Americaa  Farmer t  by  J.  Heftor 
St.  John. 


'"I"^  H  E  eafxeit  way  of  becoming 
J^  acquainted  with  the  modes 
cf  thinking,  the  rules  of  conduft, 
and  the  prevailing  manners  of  any 
people,  is  to  examine  what  fort  of 
education  they  give  their  children  ; 
how  they  treat  them  at  home,  and 
what  they  are  taught  in  tlicir 
places  of  public  wor/liip.  At 
ho.Tie  their  tender  minds  muft  be 
early  ftriick  with  the  gravity,  the 
ierious  though  cheerful  deport- 
ment cf  their  parents ;  they  are 
inured  to  a  principle  of  fubordi- 
nation,  arifing  neither  from  fud- 
den  pafficns  nor  inccnfiderate  plea- 
sure ;  they  are  gently  held  by  an 
uniform  filk  coid,  which  unites 
ibftnefs  and  ftrength.  A  perfeft 
fquanimity  prevails  in  moft  of 
their  families,  and  bad  example 
hardly  ever  fows  in  their  hearts 
fhc  feeds  of  future  and  fimilar 
faults.  They  are  correded  with 
tendernefs,  nurfed  with  the  moft 
affectionate  care,  clad  with  that 
decent  plainnefs,  from  which  they 
obferve  their  parents  never  to  de- 
part: in  ftiort,  by  the  force  of  ex- 
ample, which  is  fuperior  even  to 
the  Itrongeil  inftindl  of  nature, 
more  than  by  precepts,  they  learn 
iO  follow  the  fteps  of  their  parents, 
to  defpife  ollentatioufnefs  as  being 
linful.  They  acquire  a  tafle  for 
that  neatnefs  for  which  their  fa- 
thers are  fo  confpicuous ;  they 
learn  to  be  prudent  and  i'aving  ; 
the  very  tone  of  %'oice  with  which 
they  are  always  addreffed,  efta- 
blillies  in  them  that  foftnefs  of 
4i«ion,  which  ever  after  becomes 


habitual.  Frugal,  fober,  orderly 
parents,  attached  to  their  bufinefs, 
conihintly  followmg  fome  ufeful 
occupation,  never  guilty  of  riot, 
dilfipation,  or  other  irregularities, 
cannot  fail  of  training  up  children 
to  the  fame  uniformity  of  life  and 
manners.  If  they  are  left  with 
fortunes,  they  are  taught  how  to 
fave  them,  and  how  to  enjoy  them 
with  moderation  and  decency;  if 
they  have  none,  they  know  how  to 
venture,  how  to  work  and  toil  as 
their  fathers  have  done  before 
them.  If  they  fail  of  fuccefs, 
there  are  always  in  this  iiland  (and 
wherever  this  fociety  prevails)  efta- 
blifhed  refources,  founded  on  the 
moft  benevolent  principles.  At 
their  meetings  they  are  taught  the 
few,  the  fimple  tenets  of  their 
fed  ;  tenets  as  fit  to  render  men 
fober,  induftrious,  juft,  and  mer- 
ciful, as  thofe  delivered  in  the 
moft  magnificent  churches  and  ca- 
thedrals :  they  are  inftruded  in 
the  moft  eftential  duties  of  Chrif- 
tianity,  fo  as  not  to  offend  the 
divinity  by  the  commifTion  of  evil 
deeds  ;  to  dread  his  wrath  and  the 
punilhments  he  has  denounced ; 
they  are  taught  at  the  fame  time 
to  have  a  proper  conhJence  in  his 
mercy  while  they  deprecate  his 
juftice.  As  every  fe£t,  from  their 
different  modes  of  worfhip,  and 
their  different  interpretations  of 
fome  parts  of  the  fcriptures,  necef- 
farily  have  various  opinions  and 
prejudices,  which  contribute  fome- 
thing  in  forming  their  charadtcr- 
iftics  in  fociety ;  fo  thofe  of  the 
Friends  are  well  known :  obe- 
dience to  the  laws,  even  to  non- 
refiftance,  juftice,  good-will  to 
all,  benevolence  at  home,  fbbrie- 
ty,  meeknefs,  neatnefs,  love  of 
order,  foudaefs  and  appetite  for 
commerce. 
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commerce.  They  are  as  remarkable 
here  for  thofe  virtues  as  at  Phila- 
delphia, which  is  their  American 
cradle,  and  the  boaft  of  that  fo- 
ciety.  At  fchool  they  learn  to 
read,  and  to  write  a  good  hand, 
until  they  are  twelve  years  old; 
they  are  then  in  general  put  ap- 
prentices to  the  cooper's  trade, 
which  is  the  fecond  eflential  branch 
of  bafinefs  followed  here ;  at  four- 
teen they  are  fent  to  fea,  where' 
in  their  leifure  hours  their  com- 
panions teach  them  the  art  of  na- 
vigation, which  they  have  an  op- 
portunity of  pradlifing  on  the  fpot. 
They  learn  the  great  and  uieful 
art  of  working  a  (hip  in  all  the  dif- 
ferent fituntions  which  the  fea  and 
wind  fo  often  require;  and  furely 
there  cannot  be  a  better  or  more 
ufcful  fchool  of  that  kind  in 
the  world.  Then  they  go  gra- 
dually through  every  ftation  of 
rowers,  ftcerfmen,  and  harpoon- 
ers ;  thus  they  learn  to  attack,  to 
purfue,  to  overtake,  to  cut,  to 
drefs  their  huge  game:  and  after 
having  performed  feveral  fuch  voy- 
ages, and  perfeded  themfelves  in 
this  bufinefs,  they  are  fit  either 
for  the  counting-houfe  or  the 
chafe. 

The  firft  proprietors  of  this 
ifland,  or  rather  the  firft  founders 
of  this  town,  began  their  career 
of  indultry  with  a  fingle  whale- 
boat,  with  which  they  went  to 
fi(h  for  cod;  the  fmall  diftance^ 
from  their  Ihores  at  which  they 
caught  it,  enabled  them  foon  to 
increaie  their  bufinefis,  and  thofe 
early  fuccefles,  firft  led  them  to 
conceive  that  they  might  likewife 
catch  the  whales,  which  hitherto 
fported  undiilurbed  on  their  banks. 
After  many  trials  and  feveral  mif- 
carriages,    they    fuccccded ;    thus 


they  proceeded,  ftep  by  ftep  ;  the 
profits  of  one  fuccefsful  enterprize 
helped  them  to  purchafe  and  pre- 
pare better  materials  for  a  more 
extenfive  one  :  as  thefe  were  at- 
tended with  little  cofts,  their  pro- 
fits grew  greater.  The  fouth  fides 
of  the  illand  from  call  to  well, 
were  divided  into  four  equal  parts, 
and  each  part  was  afiigned  to  a 
company  of  fix,  which  though 
thus  feparated.  Hill  carried  on 
their  bufinefs  in  common.  In  the 
middle  of  this  diftance,  they  erec- 
ted a  maft,  provided  with  a  fuf- 
ficient  number  of  rounds,  and 
near  it  they  built  a  temporary  hut, 
where  five  of  the  aflbciates  lived, 
whilft  the  fijfth  from  his  high  fta- 
tion carefully  looked  toward  the 
fea,  in  order  to  obferve  the  fpout- 
ing  of  the  whales.  As  foon  as 
any  were  difcovered,  the  fentinel 
defcended,  the  whale-boat  was 
launched,  and  the  company  went 
forth  in  queft  of  their  game.  It 
may  appear  ftrange  to  you,  that 
fo  flender  a  veflel  as  an  American 
ivhale-boaty  containing  fix  dimi- 
nutive beings,  ftiould  dare  to  pur- 
fue and  to  attack,  in  its  native 
element,  the  largeft  and  ftrongcft 
fifh  that  nature  has  created.  Yet 
by  the  exertions  of  an  admirable 
dexterity,  improved  by  a  long 
praftice,  in  which  theie  people 
are  become  fuperior  to  any  other 
whale-men ;  by  knowing  the  tem- 
per of  the  whale  after  her  firft 
movement,  and  by  many  other 
ufeful  obfervations ;  they  feldomi 
failed  to  harpoon  it,  and  to  bring 
the  huge  leviathan  on  the  fhores. 
Thus  they  went  on  until  the  pro- 
fits they  made,  enabled  them  to 
purchafe  larger  veflels,  and  to  pur- 
fue them  farther,  when  the  whales 
quitted  their  coafts ;  thofe  who 
£  3  failed 
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Jailed    in    their    enter^rizes,    re- 
turned to  the  cod-fifjicries,    which 
had     been    their     firft    ichool,  and 
their  firlt   refource  i  they  even  be- 
j^an    to   vifit    the   banks   of  Cape 
Breton,  the  ifle   of  Sable,  and  all 
the     otiier     filTiing     places,     with 
which    this    coail    of  America    a- 
bounds.      By  degrees  they  went  a 
whaling   to  Newloundland,  to  llie 
Gulph    of   St.    Laurence,    to    the 
Straits  of  Belleiile,  the  coaft  of  La- 
brador,   Davii's    Straits,    even  to 
Cape    Defolation,    in  7^   of   lati- 
tude ;  where    the    Danes  carry  on 
fome  iilheries  in  fpite   of  the  per- 
petual feverities  of  that  inhofpita- 
ble    climate.      In   procefs  of  time 
they   vificed    the    weftern    iflands, 
the  latitude  of  34°  famous  for  that 
fifh,   the  Brafils,  the  coall  of  Gui- 
nea.     Would     you     believe     that 
thty    have    already    gone    to    the 
Falkland  Iflands,  and   that  I  have 
heard  feveral  of  them  talk  of  go- 
ing to  the  South  Sea !  Their  con- 
iidence  is  fo  great,  and  their  know- 
ledge of  this  branch  of  bufinefs  fo 
fuperior  to  that  of  any  other  peo- 
ple,   that    they  have     acquired    a 
mcnopoiy  of  this  commodity.     Such 
were  their  feeble  beginnings,  fuch 
the    infancy    and    the    progreis  of 
their  maritime    fchemes  ;    fuch   is 
now  the    degree    of  boldncfs    and 
aftivity  to  V.  hich  they  are  arrived 
in     their     manhood.      After    their 
examples    feveral   companies   have 
been  formed  in  many  of  our  capi- 
tals, where  every  necefl'ary  article 
of    prcvificns,     implements,     and 
timber,  are  to  be  found.     But  the 
induRry   exerted  by  the  people  of 
Nantucket,   hath  hitherto  enabled 
them   to  rival    all   their   competi- 
tors ;     confecusntly    this     is     the 
grcateil  market  for  oilv  whale  bone, 
and  fpexmaceii,  on   the  continent. 


It  does  not  follow  however  that 
they  are  always  fuccef  ful ;  this 
would  be  an  extraordinary  field 
indeed,  where  the  crops  (hould 
never  fail ;  many  voyages  do  not 
repay  the  original  coll  of  fitting 
out:  they  bear  fuch  misfortunes 
like  true  merchants,  and  as  they 
never  venture  their  all  like  game- 
fters,  they  try  their  fortunes  a- 
gain  ;  the  latter  hope  to  win  by 
chance  alone,  the  former  by  in- 
duftry,  well  judged  fpeculation, 
and   fome   hazard.      I    was    there 

when  Mr. had  miffed  one  of 

his  veffels  ;  Ihe  had  been  given 
over  for  loll  by  every  body,  but 
happily  arrived  before  I  came 
away,  after  an  abfence  of  thirteen 
months.  She  had  met  with  a  va- 
riety of  difappoir.tments  on  the 
llation  Ihe  was  ordered  to,  and 
rather  than  return  empty,  the 
people  fleered  for  the  coalt  of  Gui- 
nea, where  they  fortunately  fell 
in  with  feveral  whales,  and  brought 
home  upward  of  600  barrels  of 
oil,  befide  bone.  M  hofe  returns 
are  fometimes  difpoled  of  in  the 
towns  of  the  continent,  where 
they  are  exchanged  for  iuch  crm- 
fpodities  as  are  wanted ;  but  they 
are  moll  commonly  fent  to  Hng- 
land,  where  they  always  fell  for 
cadi.  When  this  is  intended,  a 
velTel  larger  than  the  reft  is  fitted 
out  to  be  filled  with  oil  on  the 
fpot  where  it  is  found  and  made, 
and  thence  ihe  fails  immediately 
for  London.  I'his  expedient  faves 
time,  freight,  and  expence ;  and 
from  that  capital  they  bring  back 
whatever  they  want.  They  em- 
ploy alfo  feveral  vefTels  in  tranf- 
porting  lumber  to  the  Welt-Indian 
J  Hands,  fron^  whence  they  procure 
in  return  the  various  produftions 
of  the  country,  which  they  af- 
terwards 
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terwards    exchange  wherever    they 
can  hear  of  an  advantageous  mar- 
ket.    Being  extremely  acute   they 
well    know    how    to    improve    all 
the    advantages  which    the  combi- 
nation of  fo  many  branches  of  bu- 
rinefs  conftantly  affords  ;   the  fpirit 
of  commerce,  which  is  the  fimple 
art  of  a  reciprocal  fiipply  of  wants, 
is    well  underftooi   here    by  every 
body.     They  poffefs,   like  the  ge- 
nerality of  the  Americans,   a  large 
Ihare    of   native  penetration,  adi- 
vity,  and  good  fenfe,    which    kad 
them   to  a  variety  of  other  fecon- 
dary  fchemes    too  tedious  to  men- 
tion :     they    are    well     acquainted 
with  the  cheapen    method  of  pro- 
curing    lumber    from    Kennebeck 
river,    Penobfcot,    &c.    pitch   and 
tar,    from    North    Carolina ;  flour 
and    bifcuit,    from    Philadelphia ; 
beef  and  pork,    from  Connedicut. 
They  know  how  to  exchange  their 
cod  Rfh  and  Weft-Indian  produce, 
for    thofe    articles  which    they  are 
continually  either  bringing  to  their 
ifland,    or    fending    off    to    other 
places    where     they    are    wanted. 
By  means  of  all  thefe  commercial 
negociations,     they     have    greatly 
cheapened  the  fitting   out  of  their 
whaling  fleets,   and  therefore  much 
improved    their    fifheries.       They 
are  indebted  for  all  thefe  advan- 
tages   not    only  to    their  national 
genius  but  to  the  poverty  of  their 
foil ;    and    as    a   proof  of  what  I 
have    fo   often  advanced,  look   at 
the   Vineyard    (their  neighbouring 
ifland)  which    is    inhabited    by  a/ 
fet  of  people  as  keen  and  as  faga- 
cious    as    themfelves.     Their    foil 
being    in    general    extremely  fer- 
tile,   they  have   fewer  navigators ; 
though    they  are    equally  well    fi- 
tuated  for  the  fiftiing  bufinefs. 


yi  port    'Narrative  of  the  late  Gil- 
bert Weft,  L.  L.  Z>. 

The  follo'voing  Account  of  the  late 
Dr.  G.  Weft,  iJt:e  ha've  reafon  to 
ajjure  our  Readers ^  is  perfectly  au- 
thentic. 

GILBERT    Weft  was  the 
fon  of  the  Reverend  Dodor 
Weft.      He  had  the  misfortune  tr» 
be    deprived    of  his    father   whilft 
under  the  age   of  thirteen    years, 
and  juft   too    at    the  time  when  a 
Mitre  was  expefted  for  the  do(^or, 
through  the  intereft  of  a  powerful 
friend,     Lord     Orford,    who     had 
gained  the  royal  aflfent  to  raife  him 
to    that    dignity.      At    this    early 
period  of  his  life,    he  was  left  to 
tiic  care  of  his  difconf©late  and  dif- 
treflTed  mother,   who  had  not  only 
her  own  lofs  to  deplore,  but  alfo  thff 
blaftcd  hopes  of  a  young  family. 
Gilbert  Weft  was   fent   to  Eaton, 
and    compleated   his  education  a: 
Oxford.      His     mother    was     the 
eldeft    daughter    of    Sir    Richard 
Temple,  and  fifter  to   Lord  Cob- 
ham  ;    a  woman   not  more  diftin- 
guiftied   for   her   beauty,  than   for 
her     exemplary    conduft     through 
life.     Her  marrying  a  clergyman, 
though  a  man  of  family,  of  learn- 
ing, and    high    charafker,    was   fo 
relented  by  her  brother  Cobham, 
who    hated    (as    he    declared)  the 
whole  cloth,  that  he  excluded  her 
from  his  honours  and  eftatet,  and 
fettled  them  on  his  fecond   fifter's 
male    iflue,     confining    the    little 
marks   of  his  brotherly  attention* 
for  his  eldeft  fifter,  to  her  fon  Gil- 
bert   Weft.      Lord    Cobham  pre- 
fented  Mr.  Weft,  while  at  Oxford, 
with  a  cometfy  in   his  own  regi- 
ment,     lie  was   then  reading  di- 
E  4  vinity. 
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vinity,  that  beinir  the  bent  of  his 
inclination,  and  beft  adapted  to  his 
ferious  turn  of  mind.  Being  thus 
called  into  the  military  line,  he 
was  naturally  led  to  make  frequent 
vifits  from  Oxford  to  Stowe,  to 
gain  knowledge  of  his  uncle  in  his 
new  profeilion,  whom  he  locked 
up  to  with  the  greateil:  admiration  ; 
his  lordihip  being  poflefTed  of  bril- 
liant talents,  and  a  perfefl  know- 
ledge of  the  world.  To  his  lord- 
fhip's  captivating  Ilandard,  many 
of  the  fir  ft  genius  repaired,  which 
gave  riie  to  animated  converfa- 
tions,  and  the  difplay  of  wit  on 
various  fa  bjedts.  Among  other 
topics,  revealed  religion  had  its 
turn  for  animadverfion,  and  was 
reprefented  as  a  work  of  irapoli- 
tion,  which  a  wife  man  muft  re- 
jefl ;  and  that  the  whole  derived 
its  fource  from  prieft-craft.  This 
caught  the  honeft  mind  of  Mr. 
Weft ;  and  then  not  being  able  to 
anfwer  the  deluding  arguments 
brought  in  fupport  of  thofe  fatal 
errors,  he  imbibed  (his  on  princi- 
ple, that  there  was  no  real  foun- 
dation for  '.he  great  truths  fet  forth 
in  the  holy  fcvftures  ;  but  he  never 
was   brought  to   lofe   fight   of  the 

Supreiiie  Being  in  all  his  glorious 
works,   to  whom  he  ever  paid  the 

devouteft  adoration.      His  love  of 

virtue    in   its    fulleft   extent,    was 

fo  great,  that  his  a£lions  through- 
out were  confidered  by  thofe,  who 

knew  him   well,   to  be  fo  upright, 

as  never  to  border  upon  vice. 

He  was   one  of  the  ftudents  of 

Chrift  Church,  Oxford,  and  from 

thence   had    bis    introduftion   into 

the  Secretary  of  State's  office,  be- 
ing  nominated   by  that   univerfity 

to  anfwer  the  plan  of  government 

in  fending  f^ch  a  given  nuiiber  of 


them   to  be  initiated  into  the  bu- 
fin'-fai    of    the     ftate,  in    order    to 
qualify  them  for  foreign  embaflies. 
Lord  Townfhend,  then  Secretary  of 
State,  received  Mr.  Weft  with  great 
marks  of  friendly  regard,  and  ho- 
noured him   with   confidential   bu- 
finefs  at  his  own  houfe  ;   and  when 
his  lordftiip  attended  King  George 
the   Fir  ft   to  Hanover,     Mr.   Weft 
accompanied  him.      This   gave   a 
fair  profpedt   for   Mr.    Weft's   ad- 
vancement,   and   certainly   it  muft 
have  taken  place,  had  not  his  un- 
cle Lord  Cobham  become  a  violent 
oppofer  of  the  adminiftration.  Lord 
Tovvnftiend,    in  confequence  of  it, 
told    Mr.  Weft   very    fairly,    that 
he  could  no  longer  give  fupport  to 
his    acknowledged    merit,    as    his 
uncle  ftood  in  the  way  of  his  pro- 
motion, and    any  favour   done    to 
him,     would    be    conftrued    as    a 
fervile  court    paid   to   Lord    Cob- 
ham.       Mr.   Gilbert    Weft    feeing 
that  he  muft  fall  a  facrifice  to  his 
alliance  with  Lord  Cobham,  quit- 
ted the   fcene  of   public   bufinefs, 
foon   after    married,    and  fixed   at 
Peckham     in     Kent ;     where    his 
tranquil    life   was    rendered     truly 
pleafing,  by   books,  and  a  chofea 
few,   who  frequently    came   there, 
and   by  their    rational   and    unre-r 
ftraincd    converfe,    enjoyed    a   fe- 
licity  they   could   not  find   in   the 
bufy    world.     His     near   relation, 
and     long    tried  valuable     friend, 
George  Lyttelton,  reprefented  Mr. 
Weft  in   fo    advantageous  a   light 
to  Frederick,  Prince  of  Wales,  in 
whofe    fervice   he    then   was,   that 
his  royal  highnefs,  on  Mr.  Lyttel- 
ton's   recommendation,    authorifed 
him    to  acquaint    Mr.  Weft,    that; 
he  intended  to  give  him  the  edu- 
cation  of  ths    young   prince,  his 
prefent 
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prefent  majefty.  This  being  com- 
municated to  Mr.  Well  by  Mr. 
Lyttelton,  he  took  very  deeply 
into  confideration  the  importance 
of  Tuch  a  charge,  and  it  led  him 
to  conclude,  that  no  p»-inciples 
could  be  binding  on  the  human 
mind,  which  had  not  religion  for 
their  bafis.  He  therefore  refolv- 
ed  to  find  out  the  true  one,  if  pof- 
fible,  to  reft  his  faith  upon  it,  give 
comfort  to  his  own  mind,  and 
qualify  himfelf  for  the  trufl:  expedl- 
cd  to  be  repofed  in  him.  To  efFeft 
thefe  falutary  ends,  he  determin- 
ed to  read  the  fcfiptures  with  the 
utmoft  care,  believing,  if  they 
were  of  divine  infpiration,  all 
feeming  inconfiftencies  were  to  be 
reconciled.  Thefe  'important  con- 
fiderations  he  offered  to  his  worthy 
good  friend,  George  Lyttelton, 
whofe  warm  and  excellent  heart 
exulted  on  the  noble  and  pious 
ideas  thrown  out  on  the  occafion ; 
and  there  enfued  between  thefe 
long  loved  and  efteemed  friends, 
the  moft  interefting  and  afFefting 
converfation,  which  the  perfon 
who  writes  this  had  the  fatisfac- 
tion  to  be  witnefs  to,  and  to  their 
relblutions,  at  the  fame  time, 
to  undertake  their  obfervations  on 
the  RefurreJlion  and  St.  Paul; 
which  were  foon  after  given  to 
the  public,  in  1 747.  In  the  year 
following,  the  Univerfity  of  Ox- 
ford created  Mr.  V/eft,  Doctor  of 
Laws,  by  diploma.  The  appro- 
bation given  to  thefe  performances, 
put  Mr.  Weft  upon  a  more  exten- 
five  plan,  as  the  cavillers  faid, 
all  objedlions  were  ftili  in  force, 
except  the  authenticity  of  the 
Jcriptures  'were  pro'ved.  He  there- 
fore begun  upon  that  great  work, 
but  got  no  farther  than   the  three 


firft  chapters  in  Genefis,  it  pleafing 
the  all- wife  difpofer,  to  remove 
him  to  that  glorious  ftate,  where 
all  he  had  been  meditating  upon 
in  this  imperfedt  one,  was  no 
doubt  opened  to  his  view.  It  is 
impofTible  to  defcribe  the  heart- 
felt delight  he  received  in  (ludy- 
ing  the  holy  fcriptures  ;  and  his 
mind  was  io  illumined  with  thefe 
facred  truths,  and  with  holding 
as  he  did  a  conflant  intercourfe 
with  the  Divine  Nature,  that  he 
feemed  to  be  above  the  injuries 
of  fortune,  or  pains  of  ficiincfs, 
looking  forwards  to  a  more  per- 
manent condition.  His  fublime 
piety,  virtue,  amiable  and  cheerful 
difpofition,  made  him  equally  be- 
loved and  rcfpeded ;  nor  was  ever 
any  man  more  warmly  and  ten- 
derly attached  to  his  friends  than 
he  was.  Mr.  Weft  had  too  much 
dignity  of  character,  to  admit  of 
pride  or  fupercilioufnefs ;  never 
beholding  with  fcorn  the  imperfedl 
charafters,  or  imperfedl  pleafures 
of  other  men ;  he  enjoyed  with 
complacency,  himfelf,  the  inno- 
cent pleafures  of  life,  whether 
prefented  to  him  under  the  form 
of  beautiful  nature,  or  ingenious 
art. 

To  an  early  friendftiip  with  the 
then  Duke  of  Devonftiire's  fon, 
he  owed  the  being  appointed  one 
of  the  clerks  extraordinary  of  the 
privy  council,  the  duke  being  pre- 
fident ;  and  to  Mr.  Put,  atter- 
wards  Lord  Chatham,  he  was  in- 
debted, for  his  being  Treafurer 
of  Chelfea  Hofpltal.  But  as  the 
advantages  flowing  from  them 
came  to  him  very  late  in  life,  he 
may  be  faid  to  have  parted  almofl 
through  it  with  a  narrow  income. 
His  mind  however  being  rich  with 
knowledge 


5$         ANNUAL    REGISTER,     1782, 

knowledge  and  content,  he  might  emphatically  faid,  "  My  dear  fon 
be  deemed,  notwithilanding  his  is  taken  to  a  better  Father;''^  and 
claim  to  a  high  fuuation,  a  happy  with  that  pious  reflexion,  he  calm- 
man  until  he  lolt  his  only  child,  eJ  his  own  forrows,  and  thofe  of  his 
a  fon  at  man's  eftate,  in  whom  he  afilidcd  wife  and  fympathizing 
had  placed  much  comfort  and  all  friends.  He  furvived  his  fon  but 
bis  hopes.  On  receiving  the  fa-  one  year,  and  died  in  1756,  aged 
Ul   ftiock  of  his   death,    he   only  aboui  fifcy. 
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On  the  Heat  of  the  Water  in  the 
Gulf-Jirsam.  By  Charles  Blag- 
den,  M.  D.  Phyfician  to  the  Ar- 
my, F.  R.  S.  From  "jsl.  Ixxi. 
part  ii.  of  the  Philojiphical  Tran- 
failions. 

ONE  of  the  moft  remarkable 
fadts  obferved  in  navigating 
the  occean,  is  that  conftant  and  ra- 
pid current  which  fits  along  the 
coaft  of  North  America  to  the 
northward  and  eaftward,  and  is 
commonly  known  to  feamen  by 
the  name  of  the  Gulf-ltream.  It 
feems  jultly  atlribured  to  the  ef- 
fedt  of  the  trade-winds,  which 
blowing  from  the  eaflern  quarter 
into  the  great  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
caafe  there  an  accumulation  of 
the  water  above  the  common  level 
of  the  fea ;  in  confequence  of 
which,  it  is  cor.ftantly  running  out 
by  the  channel  where  it  finds  leaft 
refWlance,  that  is,  through  the 
Gulf  of  Florida,  with  fuch  force 
as  to  continue  a  dilHnft  Itream  to 
a  very  great  dillance.  Since  ail 
fliips  going  from  Europe  to  any 
of  the  loutficrn  provinces  of  North 
America  muft  crofs  this  current, 
and  are  materially  afFefted  by  it 
in  their  courfe,  every  circumllance 
of  its   motion   becomes   an  objed 


highly  interefting  to  the  fcaman, 
as  well  as  of  great  curiofity  to  the 
philofopher.  An  obfervation  which 
occurred  to  me  on  the  fpot  fuggefts 
a  new  method  of  invcftigating  a 
matter  that  appears  fo  worthy  of 
attention. 

During  a  voyage  to  America  in 
the  fpring  of  the  year  1776,  I 
ufed  frequently  to  examine  the 
heat  of  fea-water  newly  drawn,  in 
order  to  compare  it  with  that  of 
the  air.  We  made  our  paflage  far 
to  the  fouthward.  In  this  situa- 
tion, the  greateft  heat  of  the  wa- 
ter which  I  obferved  was  fuch  as 
raifed  the  quickfilver  in  Fahren- 
heit's thermometer  to  T]°\.  This 
happened  twice  ;  the  firll  time  on 
the  loth  of  April,  in  latitude  zi"* 
10'  N.  and  longitude,  by  our 
reckoning,  52°  W  ;  and  the  fe- 
cond  time,  three  days  afterwards, 
in  latitude  zz^"  7'  and  longitude 
55°  ;  but  in  general  the  heat  of 
the  fea  near  the  tropic  of  Cancel 
about  the  middle  of  April  wa? 
from  76^  to  77°. 

The  rendezvous  appointed  for 
the  flei^seing  off  Cape  Fear,  our 
couiie,^^  approaching  the  Ame- 
rican coaft,  became  north  weft- 
ward.  On  the  23d*  of  April  the 
heat  of  the  fea  was  74",  our  lati- 


•  From  the  difference  between  civil    and   nautical  time,  it  becomes  ncccffary 
to  obfervc,  that  the  focroer  is  always  meant  in  this  paper, 

mde 


6o        ANNUAL     REGISTER,    1782. 

tude  at  noon  zS""  7'  N.  Next  day 
the  heat  was  only  71°;  we  were 
then  in  latitude  29^  12';  the  heat 
of  the  water,  therefore,  was  now 
lelTening  very  fall  in  proportion 
to  the  change  of  latitude.  The 
25th  our  latitude  was  31°  3';  but 
though  we  had  thus  gone  almoft  2° 
farther  to  the  northward,  the  heat 
of  the  fea  was  this  day  rather  in- 
creafed,  it  being  yz-^  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  72^ J  in  the  evening. 
Next  day,  the  26th  of  April,  at 
half  after  eight  in  the  morning, 
I  again  plunged  the  thermometer 
into  fea-water,  and  vvas  greatly 
furprifed  to  fee  the  quickfilver  rife 
to  78°,  higher  than  I  had  ever 
obferved  it,  even  within  the  tro- 
pic. 'As  the  difference  was  too 
great  to  be  imputed  to  any  acci- 
dental variation,  I  immediately 
conceived  that  we  muft  have  come 
into  the  Gulf-ftream,  the  water  of 
which  fiill  retained  great  part  of 
the  heat  that  it  had  acquired  in 
the  tonid  zone.  This  idea  was 
confirmed  by  the  fubfequent  regu- 
lar and  quick  diminution  of  the 
heat ;  the  (hip's  run  for  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  had  leiTened  it  2"  ;  the 
thermon"it:ter,  at  » three  quarters 
after  eight,  being  raifed  by  fea- 
water  ftdfh  drawn  only  to  76'; 
by  nine  the  heat  was  reduced  to 
73°,  and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
more,  tayi"  nearly:  all  this  time 
the  y,'ind  blew  frefii,  and  we  were 
going  feven  knots  an  hour  on  a. 
north-wtltern  courfe.  The  water 
now  began  to  lofe  the  fine  tranf- 
parenC  blue  colour  of  the  Ocean, 
and  to  afTanrie  fomething  of  a 
greenifh  olive  tinge,  a  -.ven  known 
indication  of  foundings.  Accord- 
ingly, between  four  and  five  in 
the  aft. moon  ground  was  ftruck 
With    the    kad    at   the   depth   of 


eighty  fathom,  the  heat  of  the 
fea  being  then  reduced  to  69'. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  following 
night  and  next  day,  as  we  came 
into  fhailower  water  and  nearer  - 
the  land,  the  temperature  of  the 
fea  gradually  funk  to  65°,  which 
was  nearly  that  of  the  air  at  the 
time. 

Unfortunately  bad  weather  on 
the  26th  prevented  us  from  taking 
an  obfervation  of  the  fun  ;  but  on 
the  27th,  though  it  was  then  clou- 
dy at  noon,  we  calculated  the  la- 
titude from  two  altitudes,  and 
found  it  to  be  33°  26'  N.  The 
difference  of  this  latitude  from 
that  which  we  had  obferved  on 
the  25th,  being  2°  23',  was  fo 
much  greater  than  could  be  de- 
duced from  the  (hip's  run  marked 
in  the  log-book,  as  to  convince 
the  feamen  that  we  had  been  (et 
many  miles  to  the  northward  by 
the  current. 

On  the  25th  at  noon,  the  lon- 
gitude by  our  reckoning  was  74° 
W.  and  I  believe  the  computation 
to  have  been  pretty  juft;  but  the 
foundings,  together  with  the  la- 
titude, will  determine  the  fpot 
where  thefe  obfervations  were 
made  better  than  any  reckoning 
frcTi  the  eaftward.  The  fhip's 
run  on  the  26th,  from  nine  in  the 
forenoon  to  four  in  the  afternoon, 
was  about  ten  leagues  on  a  north- 
weft  by  north  courfe  ;  foon  after- 
wards we  hove-to  in  order  to 
found,  and,  finding  bottom,  we 
went  very  fiowly  all  night,  and 
till  neon  the  next  day. 

From  thefe  obfervations,  I 
think,  it  may  be  concluded,  that 
the  Gulf h-llream,  about  the  33d 
degree  of  north  latitude,  and  the 
76  degree  of  longiaide  weft  of 
Gieeijwich,   is^   in   the   month  of 

April, 
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April,  at   lead    fix  degrees  hotter  ciples  of  hydraulics,    muft  gradu- 

than  the  water  of  the  fea  through  ally  become  wider  as  it  gets   to  a 

which    it   runs.     As    the    heat  of  greater  diftance  from  the   channel 

the  fca-watcr   evidently  began    to  by  which  it  ifl'ues 


increafe  in  the  evening  of  the  25th, 
and  as  the  obfervations  Ihew  that 
we  were  getting  out  of  the  cur- 
rent when  I  firlt  tried  the  heat  in 
the  morriing  of  the  26th,  it  is  moft 
probable,  that  the  (hip's  run  during 
the  night  is  nearly  the  breadth  of 
the  ftream  meafured  obliquely  a- 
crofs ;  that,  as  it  blew  a  irelh 
breeze,  it  could  not  be  much  lefs 
than  twenty-five  leagues  in  fifteen 
hours,  the  diftance  of  time  be- 
tween the  two  obfervations  of  the 
heat ;  and  hence  the  breadth  of 
the  ftream  may  be  efti  mated  at 
twenty  leagues.  The  breadth  of 
the  Gulf  of  Florida,  which  evi- 
dently bounds  the  ftream  at  its 
origin,  appears  by  the  charts  to 
be  two  or  three  miles  lefs  than 
this,  excluding  the  rocks  and  fand- 
banks  which  furround  the  Bahama 
iflands,  and  the  ftiallow  water  that 
extends  to  a  confiderable  diftance 
from  the  cosft  of  Florida  ;  and 
the,  correfpondence  of  thefe  mea- 
fures  is  very  remarkable,  fince  the 
ilreain,     from     well-known    prin- 


If  the  heat  of  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico  was  known,  many  curious  cal- 
culations might  be  formed  by  com- 
paring it  with  that  of  the  current. 
The  mean  heat  of  Spanifli-town 
and  Kingfton  in  Jamaica  feems 
not  to  exceed  81°';  that  of  St. 
Domingo  on  the  fea  coall  may  be 
eftimated  at  the  fame  from  Monf. 
Godin's  obfervations  f  ;  but  as  the 
coaft  of  the  continent  which 
bounds  the  gulf  to  the  weftward 
and  fouthward  is  probably  warmer, 
perhaps  a  degree  or  tv.o  may  be 
allowed  for  the  mean  temperature 
of  the  climate  over  the  whole  bay  : 
let  it  be  ftated  at  82°  or  83".  Now 
there  feems  to  be  great  probability 
in  the  fuppoiltion  that  the  fea,  at 
a  certain  comparatively  fmall  dif- 
tance below  its  furface,  agrees  in 
heat  pretty  nearly  with  the  ave- 
rage temperature  of  the  air  during 
the  whole  year  in  that  part  ;  and 
hence  it  may  be  conjeftured,  that 
the  general  heat  of  the  water,  33 
it  iilues  out  of  he  bay  to  form  the 
ftream,   is  about  8z''  I,    the  fmall 


*  Hiftory  of  Jamaica,  London,  1774,  vol.  III.  p.  652,  653.  The  different 
obfervations  of  the  heat  recorded  in  that  work  do  not  agree  together  ;  but  thofe 
adopted  here  ave  taken  from  that  feries  which  appeared  to  me  the  moft  corre<St. 

t  IMonf.  Godin's  experiments  upon  the  pendulum  were  made  at  the  Petit 
Goave.  They  continued  from  the  24th  of  viuguft  to  the  4th  of  September,  and 
the  average  heat  during  that  time  was  luch  as  is  indicated  by  25°  of  Monf.  de 
Reaumur's  thermometer  (lee  Mem.  Acad.  Scienc.  1735,  P-  5^7-)  According  to 
Monl".  de  Luc's  calculation  (fee  Modifications  de  rAtmolphere,  voU  I.  j<.  378.) 
the  25th  degree  of  Monl'.  de  Reaumur's /;-«?  thermometer  anfwers  to  about  the 
85th  of  Fahrenheit's;  but  the  average  heat  in  Jamaica  during  the  months  of 
Auguft  and  September  is  alfo  85" :  hence  we  may  conclude,  that  the  mean  heat 
for  the  whole  year  is  nearly  tl.e  jame  on  the  lea-coafts  in  botli  iflands. 

X  The  lowtft  palciilation  of  the  mean  temperature  of  the  gulf  is  preferred  on 
this  occafion,  becaulc  of  the  conltant  influx  of  new  water  from  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  prvciuTed  by  the  trade-winds  ;  which  water  not  having  been  near  any  land 
muft,  I  think,  be  fcnfibly  cooler  than  that  which  has  remained  lome  time  in- 
cloled  in  the  bay.  On  this  lubjeiil  tlie  obfervations  msdc  by  Alexander  Dal- 
rymplc,  Elq.  relative  to  tlie  heat  of  tlie  fta  neai-  the  Coaft  of  Guinea,  ought  to 
be  conlultt;d  (tee  Plul.  Tranf.  vol.  LXVIIL  p.  3vf,  ic-) 
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variations  of  temperature  on  the 
furface  not  being  fufficient  to  af- 
'feft  materially  that  of  the  general 
mafs.  At  the  tropic  of  Cancer  I 
found  the  heat  to  be  77°  ;  the 
ilream,  therefore,  in  its  whole 
courfe  from  the  Gulf  of  Florida, 
may  be  fuppofed  to  have  been 
conftantly  running  through  water 
from  4°  to  6°  colder  than  itfelf, 
and  yet  it  had  loft  only  4°  of  heat, 
though  the  furrounding  water, 
where  I  obferved  it,  was  10°  be- 
low the  fuppofed  original  tempe- 
rature of  the  water  which  forms 
the  current.  From  this  fmall  di- 
minution of  the  heat,  in  a  dif- 
tance,  probably  of  300  miles,  fome 
idea  may  be  acquired  of  the  vaft 
body  of  fluid  which  fets  out  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  of  the  great 
velocity  of  its  motion.  Numerous 
obfervations  on  the  temperature  of 
this  ftream,  in  every  part  of  it, 
and  at  diiFerent  feafons  of  the  year, 
compared  with  the  heat  of  the 
water  in  the  furrounding  feas, 
both  within  and  without  the 
tropic,  would,  I  apprehend,  be  the 
bell  means  of  afcertaining  its  na- 
ture, and  determining  every  ma- 
terial circumftance  of  its  move- 
ment, efpecially  if  the  efFed  of 
the  current  in  pulhing  fhips  to  the 
northward  is  carefully  attended  to, 
at  the  fame  time  with  the  obfer- 
vations upon  its  heat. 

On  the  25th  of  September, 
1777,  as  the  {hips  which  had 
tranfported  Sir  William  Howe's 
army  up  Chefepeak  Bay  were  re- 
turning toward  the  Delaware, 
with  the  fick  and  ftores,  they  were 
overtaken,  between  Cape  Charles 
and  Cape  Hinlopen,  by  a  violent 
gale  of  wind,  which,  after  fome 
variation,  fixed  ultimately  at 
N.  N.  E.  and  continued  five  days 


without  ifttermiffion.  It  blew  lb 
hard  that  we  were  cOnftantly  lofing 
ground,  and  driving  to  the  fouth- 
ward  :  we  alfo  purpofely  made 
fome  eajiing  to  keep  clear  of  the 
dangerous  fhoals  which  lie  off 
Cape  Hatteras. 

The  28th  at  noon  our  latitude; 
was  36"  40'. N.  and  the  heat  of 
the  lea  all  day  about  65°.  Oa 
the  29th  our  latitude  was  36°  2' ; 
we  had,  therefore,  in  the  courfe 
of  thefe  twenty-four  hours,  been 
driven  by  the  wind  38  nautical 
miles  to  the  fouthward  :  the  tem- 
perature of  the  fea  continued 
nearly  at  65".  Next  day,  the 
30th,  our  latitude  at  noon  was 
35°  44',  only  18  miles  farther  to 
the  fouthward,  though  in  the 
opinion  of  the  feamen  aboard,  as 
well  as  my  own,  it  had  blown  at 
leart  as  hard  on  this  as  any  of  the 
preceding  days,  and  we  had  not 
been  able  to  carry  more  fail ;  con- 
fequently  it  may  be  concluded, 
that  fome  current  had  fet  the  (hip 
20  miles,  to  the  northward. 
To  know  whether  this  was  the 
Gulf-ftream,  let  us  confult  the 
thermometer.  At  half  after  nine 
in  the  forenoon  of  this  day  the 
heat  of  this  water  was  76°,  no  lefs 
than  elt'ven  degrees  above  the  tfm- 
perature  of  the  fea  before  we  came 
into  the  current ! 

Towards  evening  the  wind 
fell,  and  we  flood  N.  W.  by 
N.  ciofc-hauled.  As  the  fea- 
ftill  ran  very  high,  and  the  fhip 
fcarcely  went  above  two  knots  an 
hour,  we  did  not  make  lefs  than 
three  points  of  lee  way  on  this 
tack  ;  the  courfe  we  made  good, 
therefore  was  W.  N.  W.  which 
on  the  diftance  run  by  noon  next 
day,  gave  us  about  fixteen  miles 
of  northing }  but  that  day,  the   i  ft 
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of  Oftober,  our  latitude  was  36° 
22',  38  miles  fartiier  to  the  north 
than  we  had  been  the  day  before  ; 
the  difference,  22  miles,  muft  be 
attributed  to  the  Gulf  ftreara. — 
This,  however,  is  only  part  of 
the  efFcft  which  the  current  would 
have  produced  upon  the  Ihip  if 
we  had  continued  in  it  the  v/hole 
four  and  twenty  hours ;  for, 
though  we  were  Ihll  in  the  ftream 
at  five  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
30th,  as  appeared  by  the  heat  of 
the  water  being  then  above  75°, 
and  at  eight  in  the  evening  the 
heat  being  flill  74°,  yet  by  fcven 
next  morning  we  were  certainly 
got  clear  of  it,  the  heat  of  the  fca 
being  then  reduced  to  its  former 
ftandard  of  65°.  On  this  occa- 
fion,  therefore,  we  did  not  crofs 
the  ftream,  but  having  fallen-in 
with  it  obliquely  on  the  weflern 
fide,  we  pufhed  out  again  on  the 
fame  fide  as  foon  as  the  gale 
abated. 

Thefe  obfervations  having  been 
made  three  degrees  to  the  north- 
ward of  my  former  ones,  it  is  cu- 
rious to  obferve,  that  the  heat  of 
the  Gulf- ftream  was  about  z"  lefs. 
The  fealbns  of  the  year,  indeed, 
were  very  different ;  bat,  perhaps, 
under  fuch  circumftances  that  their 
effeAs  were  nearly  balanced.  In 
the  latter  obfervations  the  meri- 
dian altitude  of  the  lun  was  lefs  ; 
but  then  a  hot  fummcr  preceded 
them:  whereas  in  the  former, 
though  the  fun's  power  was  be- 
come very  great,  yet  the  winter 
had  been  pall  but  a  fhort  time. 
Calculating  upon  this  proportion 
we  may  be  led  to  fufpeft,  that 
about  the  27th  degree  of  latitilde, 
which  is  as  foon  as  the  flream  has 
got  clear  of  the  Gulf  of  Florida, 
it  begins  fenfibly  to  lofe  its  heat 


from  82",  the  fuppofed  tempera- 
ture of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and 
continues  to  lofe  it  at  the  rate  of 
about  2"  of  Fahrenheit's  fcale  to 
every  3''  of  latitude,  with  fome 
variation,  probably  as  the  lur- 
rounding  fea,  and  the  air,  are 
warmer  or  colder  at  different  fea- 
fons  of  the  year. 

The   preceding   facls   had   made 
me   very  defirous  of  obftrving  the 
heat    of  the   Gulf- ftream    on   my 
pafTage   homeward  ;    but   a  violent 
gale  of  wind,  which  came  on  two 
days  after  we  had  failed  from  San- 
dy   Kook,    difabled    every   perfon 
aboard,  who  knew  how  to  handle 
a  thermometer,  from  keeping  the 
deck.      The    mafter   of  the  fhip» 
however,   an   intelligent    man,    to 
whom    1   had    communicated    my 
views,    afTured     me,   that    on    the 
fecond   day  of  the  gale  the  water 
felt    to    him    remarkably    warm  ; 
we  were  then  near  the  70th  degree 
of  weft    longitude.      This    agrees 
very  well  with  the  common  remark 
of  feamen,  who  alledge,  that  they 
are     frequently     fenfible     of    the 
Gulf- ftream  ofT  Nantucket  fhoals, 
a  diftance  of  more  than   i ceo  miles 
from   the   Gulf    of   Florida  !    Ac- 
cording to  the  calculation  1   have 
before  adopted    of  a   lofs   of  two 
degrees  of  heat  for  every  3°  of  la- 
titude,    the     temperature    of    the 
Gulf-itream  here  would  be  nearly 
73°;  the  difference  of  which   from 
59",  the   heat   that  I   obferved  in 
the  fea  water  both  before  and  after 
the  gale,  might  eafily  be  perceived 
by  the  mafter  of  the  vefTcl.     This 
was    in    the   winter   feafon,  at   the 
end  of  December. 

An  opinion  prevails  among  fea- 
men, that  there  is  fomething  pe- 
culiar in  the  weather  about  the 
Gulf-ftream.      As   far  as  I   could 

judge. 
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judge,  the  heat  of  the  air  was 
conliderably  increased  by  it,  as 
mii;ht  be  expeded  ;  but  whether 
to  a  degree  or  extent  fuificient  for 
producing  any  material  changes  in 
the  aimolphcre  niuft  be  determined 
by  future  obfervations. 

Pcihaps  other  currents  may  be 
found  which,  ifTuing  from  places 
warmer  or  colder  than  the  fur- 
TounJing  fea,  diiFer  from  it  in 
their  temperature  fo  much  as  to  be 
difcovered  by  the  thermometer. 
Should  there  be  many  fuch,  this 
inflrument  will  come  to  Tje  ranked 
among  the  moft  valuable  at  fea  ; 
as  the  difficulty  of  afcertaining 
currents  is  well  known  to  be  one 
of  the  greateft  defeds  in  the  pre- 
sent art  of  navigation. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  hope  the 
obfervations  which  have  been  here 
related  are  fufEcient  to  prove,  that 
in  croffing  the  Gulf-ftream  very 
cffential  advantages  may  be  de- 
rived from  the  ufe  of  the  thermo- 
meter: for  if  the  matter  of  a  fhip, 
bound  to  any  of  the  fouthern  pro- 
vinces of  North  America,  will  be 
careful  to  try  the  heat  of  the  fea 
frequently,  he  muft  difcover  very 
accurately  his  entrance  into  the 
Gulf  llream,  by  the  fudden  in- 
creafe  of  the  heat  :  and  a  continu- 
ance of  the  fame  experiments  will 
fView  him,  wish  equal  exaftnefs, 
how  long  he  remains  in  it.  Hence 
he  will  always  be  able  to  make  a 
proper  allowance  for  the  number 
of  miles  that  the  (hip  is  fet  to  the 
northward,  by  multiplying  the 
time  into  the  velocity  of  the  cur- 
rent. Though  this  velocity  is  hi- 
therto very  imperfeftly  known,  for 
want  of  lome  method  of  determining 
how  long  the  current  &^ed  upon 
the  fhips,  yet  all  uncertainty 
arihriP  from  thence  muft  foon 
teale,  as  a  few  experiments  upon 


the  heat  of  the  ftream,  compare:! 
with  the  ftiip's  run  checked  by  ob- 
fervations of  the  latitude,  will 
afcertain  its  motion  with  fufficient 
precifion.  From  differences  in  the 
wind,  and  perhaps  other  circum- 
Itances,  it  is  probable,  that  there 
may  be  fome  variations  in  the  ve- 
locity of  the  current ;  and  it  will 
be  curious  to  obferve,  whether 
thefe  variations  may  not  frequently 
be  pointed  out  by  a  difference  in 
its  temperature;  as  the  quicker 
the  current  moves,  the  lefs  heat 
is  likely  to  be  loft,  and  confe- 
quently  the  hotter  will  the  water 
be.  In  this  obfervation,  however, 
the  feafon  of  the  year  muft  always 
be  confidered ;  partly  becaufe  it 
may,  perhaps,  in  fome  degree  af- 
fed  the  original  temperature  of 
the  water  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  ; 
but  principally,  becaufe  the  adtual 
heac  of  the  ftream  muft  be  greater 
or  lefs  in  proportion  as  the  tradt  of 
the  fea  through  which  it  has  flown 
was  warmer  or  colder.  In  winter, 
I  fhould  filppofe,  that  the  hpat  of 
the  ftream  itielf  would  be  rather 
lefs  than  in  fummer  ;  but  that  the 
difference  between  it  and  the  iur- 
rounding  fea  would  be  much 
greater  ;  and  I  can  conceive  that, 
in  the  middle  of  iumnier,  though 
the  ftream  had  loft  very  little  of  its 
original  heat,  yet  the  fea  might, 
in  iome  parts,  acquire  fo  nearly 
the  fame  temperature,  as  to  render 
it  fcarcely  pofCble  to  difiinguifh  by 
the  thermometer  when  a  fhip  en- 
tered into  the  current. 

Befides  the  convenience  of  cor- 
rcding  a  fhip's  couric,  by  know- 
ing how  to  make  a  proper  allow- 
ance for  ihe  dirtance  flie  is  fet  to 
the  northwr.rd  by  the  current,  a 
method  of  determining  w:th  cer- 
tainty when  fhe  enters  into  the 
Gulf-lbeam  is  attended  with  the 
further 
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further    ineftimable    advantage    of 
fhewing  her  place  upon   the  ocean 
in  the  mofi;   critical    ficuation  :  for, 
as  the  current  fets  along  the  coaft 
of  America    at    no   great    diitance 
from  foundings,  the  mariner,  when 
he    finds    this   fuddcn    increafe    of 
heat  in  the  fea,  will  be  war:ied  of 
his  apprpach  to  the  con  ft,  and  will 
thus    have   timely    notice    to   take 
the    neceffary    precautions    for  the 
fecurity    of    his    vefTel.      As    the 
couri'e  of  the  Gulf-  ftream   comes 
to  be  more  accurately  known,  from 
repeated   obfervations  of  the   heat 
and   latitudes,  this  method   of  de- 
termining  the  fhip's  place  will  be 
proportionably  more   applicable  to 
ufe.      And     it    derives    additional 
importance  from  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  American  coaft, 
which,  from  the  mouth  of  the  De- 
laware   to    the    fouthernmoft  point 
of    Florida,   is   every    where   low, 
and     befet    with    frequent    ihoals, 
running  out  fo   far    into    the    fea 
that  a  veiTel   may   be    aground  in 
many  places    where   the    fhore    is 
not  to  be  diftinguiftied  even    from 
the  maft-head.     The  Gulf-ftream, 
therefore,  which  has  hitherto  fcrved 
only    to    increafe    the     perplexities 
of  feamen,  will  now,  if  thefe  obfer- 
vations are  found  to  be  juft  in  prac- 
tice, become  one  of  the  chief  means 
of  their  prefervation  upon  that  dan- 
gerous coaft. 


Account  of  a  ChiU-xvho  had  the  Small- 
pox ill  the  Womb.  In  a  Letter  from 
William  Wright,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S. 
to  John  Hunter,  £fq.  F.  R.  S.fro/n 
the  fame, 

Southampton-buildings,  Hol- 
S  I  R,  honi,  Feb.  27,  1781. 

I  HAVE  read  with  much  pleafure 
and    information    Mis.   Ford's 
Vol.  XXV. 


cafe-,  which  vou  publifhed  in  Phil, 
Tranf.  vol.  LXX.  p.  128.  From  the 
fads  you  have  adduced  it  amounts 
to  a  certainty,  that  her  fcetus  had 
received  the  variolous  infedion  in 
the  womb. 

This  induces  me  to  lay  before 
you  a  fingular  cafe,  that  fell  under 
my  care  ibme  years  ago.  I  am 
forry  I  cannot  be  more  particular, 
having  unfortunately  loft  all  my 
books  and  my  notes  of  pradtice  of 
this  cafe  and  feveral  others,  by 
the  capture  of  the  convoy  on  the 
9th  of  laft  Auguft. 

In   1768    the   fmall-pox  was  fo 
general  in  Jamaica,  that  very  few 
people  efcaped  the   contagion.     A- 
bout  the  middle   of  June,  Mr.  Pe- 
terkin,  merchant   at  Martha- brae, 
in    the    parifti  of  Trelawney,   got 
about   fifty  new  negroes  out  of  a 
fhip  :  foon   after   they  landed,    fe- 
veral were    taken   ill   of  a    fcver^ 
and    the  fmall-pox   appeared ;   the 
others    were     immediately    inocu- 
lated.    Amongft    the    number    of 
thofe  who  had    the  difeafe   in    the 
natural    way,    was    a    woman    of 
about   twenty  -  two   years   of  age, 
and  big  with  child.     The  eruptive 
fever  was    flight,  and    the    fmall- 
pox   had    appeared    before    I    faw 
her.     They  were   ic\y,  diftiivfl  and 
large,    and   fne    went  through   the 
difeafe    with    very    little    trouble, 
till    on    the    fourteenth    day   from 
the  eruption  fhc  was  attacked  with 
a   itxtr^  which    lafted   Only  a  fcv/ 
hours.      She    was,     however,    the 
fame    day    taken    in    labour,    and 
delivered    of  a   female  child    with 
the  fmall-pox  on  her  whole  body, 
head  and  extremities.     They  were 
diftinft  and  very  large,  fuch  us  they 
commonly    appear   on    the    eighth 
or  ninth  day  in   favourable  cafcj. 
The  child  was  fmall  and  weakly; 
fhe  could  fuck  but  liitle ;    a   wet 
F  nurfe 
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nurfe  was  procured,  and  every  pof- 
fible  care  taken  of  this  infant, 
but  fae  died  the  third  day  after 
fhe  was  born.  The  mother  reco- 
vered, and  is  now  the  property  of 
Ale;candcr  Pctcrkin,  Ei'q.  in  St. 
James's  parifh. 

In  the  courfe  of  many  years 
praftice  in  Jamaica,  I  have  re- 
marked, that  where  pregnant  wo- 
men had  been  feized  wirh  the  na- 
tural fmali  pov,  or  been  by  miflake 
inoculated,  th.tc  they  generally  mif- 
carried  in  the  time  of,  or  foon 
after,  the  eruptive  fever;  but  1 
never  faw  any  figns  of  fraall-pox  on 
any  of  their  bodie.s  except  on  the 
child'b  above  ir.entiontd, 

I  am,  &.C. 


Xainral  Hijlory  of  the  InjeSi  ivhijlj 
produces  the  Gum  Lacca.  By  Mr. 
James  Kerr,,o/"  Patna  ;  communi- 
iuiedhy  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  P,  R.  5. 
from  the  fame. 

Coccus  Lacca. 
TJcad  i£  'T'^  H  E  head  and  trunk 
1'runk.'\  X  form  one  uniform, 
oval,  comprcfi'ed,  red  body,  of  the 
(hapeand  magnitude  of  a  very  fmall 
loufe,  confiiUng  of  twelve  'tranl'- 
verfe  i'ing5.  The  back  is  cari- 
nate;  the  belly  flat;  the  antennx- 
half  the  length  of  the  body,  fili- 
form, truncated,  and  diverging, 
fending  off  two,  ottcin  three,  de- 
licate, diverging  hairs,  longer  than 
the  antenna;.  'I'he  mouth  and  eyes 
could  not  be  feen  with  the  naked 
eye. 

Tail.'\  The  tail  is  a  little  white 
point,  lending  off  two  horizontal 
hairs  as  long  as  the  body. 

/>£■/.]  It  has  three  pair  of  limbs, 
hair"  the  len<rth  of  the  inlss^l. 


I  have  often  obfervcd  the  birth 
of  thole  infcfts,  but  never  could 
fee  any  with  wings ;  nor  could  I 
find  any  diltlnflion  of  fexes,  nor 
obferve  their  connubial  rites :  na- 
ture and  analogy  feem  to  point  out 
a  deficiency  in  my  obfervations, 
poflibly  owing  to  the  minutenefs 
of  the  objeft,  and  want  of  proper 
glafles. 

Change.^  This  infeft  is  defcribed 
in  that  Itate  in  which  it  fallies  forth 
from  the  womb  of  the  parent  in  the 
months  of  November  and  Decem- 
ber. They  traverfe  the  branches 
of  the  trees  upon  which  they  were 
produced  for  fome  time,  and  then 
fix  themfelves  upon  the  fucculent 
extremities  of  the  young  branches. 
By  the  middle  of  January  they  are 
all  fixed  in  their  proper  fituations, 
they  appear  as  plump  as  before, 
but  fliew  no  other  marks  of  life. 
The  limbs,  antennas,  and  fetse  of 
the  tail  are  no  longer  to  be  feen. 
Around  their  edges  they  are  en- 
vironed with  a  Ipiffid  fubpellucid. 
liquid,  which  feems  to  glue  them 
to  the  branch :  it  is  the  gradual 
accumulation  of  this  liquid,  which 
forms  a  compleat  cell  for  each  in- 
feil,  and  is  v/hat  is  called  Gum 
Lacca.  About  the  middle  of 
March  the  cells  are  completely 
formed,  and  the  infeft  is  ia  ap- 
pearance an  oval,  fmooth,  red 
bag,  without  life,  about  the  fize 
of  a  fmall  cuchanical  infeift,  emar- 
ginated  at  the  obtufe  end,  full  of 
a  beautiful  red  liquid.  In  Oclo- 
ber  and  November  v.-e  find  about 
twenty  or  thirty  oval  eggs,  or 
rather  young  grubs,  within  the 
red  fluid  of  the  mother.  When 
this  fluid  is  all  expended,  the 
young  infefts  pierce  a  hole  through 
the  back  of  their  mother,  and 
walk  olt  ons  by  one;  leaving  their 
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exuvjse  behind,  which  is  that  white 
membraneous  fubftance  found  in 
the  empty  cells  of  the  Stick  Lac. 

Place.'l  The  infefts  ?rc  the  in- 
habitants of  four  trees. 

1.  Ficus  Religiofa,  Linnxi.  In 
Hindoftan,  Pipul.     Banyan  Tree. 

2.  Ficus  Indica,  Linna;i.  In 
Hindoftan,  Bhur.     Banyan  Tree. 

3.  Plafo  Hortus  Malabarici.  By 
the  natives,  Prafo. 

4.  Rhamnus  Jujuba,  LinnsK 
In  Hindoftanick,  Bcyr. 

The  infefts  generally  fix  them- 
fclves  fo  clofe  together,  and  in 
fuch  numbers,  that  I  imagine, 
only  one  in  fix  can  have  room  to 
compleat  her  cell  :  the  others  die, 
r.nd  are  eat  up  by  various  infeds. 
The  extreme  branches  appear  as 
if  they  were  covered  with  a  red 
duft,  and  their  fap  is  fo  much  ex- 
haufled,  that  they  wither  and  pro- 
duce no  fruit,  the  leave?  drop  off, 
or  turn  to  a  dirty  black  colour. 
Thefe  infecls  are  tranfplanted  by 
birds :  if  they  perch  upon  theic 
branches,  they  muft  carry  off  a 
number  of  the  infedts  upon  their 
feet  to  the  next  tree  they  relt 
upon.  It  is  worth  obfcrving,  that 
thefe  fig  trees  when  wounded  drop 
a  milky  juice,  which  iultantly  co- 
agulates into  a  vifcid  ropy  fub- 
itance,  which,  hardened  in  the 
open  air,  is  fimiiar  to  the  cell  of 
the  Coccus  Lacca.  The  natives 
boil  this  milk  with  oils  into  a 
bird-lime,  which  will  catch  pea- 
cocks or  the  largeil  birds. 

A  red  medicinal  gum  is  pro- 
cured by  incifion  from  the  Plalb 
Tree,  fo  fmiilar  to  the  Gum  Lacca 
that  it  may  readily  be  taken  for 
the  fame  fubllance.  Hence  it  is 
probable,  that  thofe  iulefls  Lave 
little  trouble  in  animalizir.g  the 
fap  cf  thefe  trees  i a  th'?   fcrmr.tion 


of  their  cells.  The  Gum  Lacca 
is  rarely  feen  upon  the  Rhamnus 
Jujuba;  and  it  is  inferior  to  what 
is  found  upon  the  other  trees. 
The  Gum  Lacca  of  this  country 
is  principally  found  upon  the  un- 
cultivated mountains  on  both  fides 
the  Ganges,  where  bountiful  na- 
ture has  produced  it  in  fuch  abun- 
dance, that  was  the  confumption 
ten  times  greater,  the  markets 
might  be  fupplied  by  this  minute 
infefl.  The  only  trouble  in  pro- 
curing the  Lac  is  in  breaking  down 
the  branches,  and  carrying  then 
to  market.  The  prefent  price  in 
Dacca  is  about  twelve  fhillings  the 
hundred  pounds  weight,  although 
it  is  brought  from  the  diitant 
country  of  AfTam.  The  bed  Lac 
is  of  a  deep  red  colour.  If  it  is 
pale,  and  pierced  at  top,  the  value 
dJminifhes,  becaufe  the  iafefts  have 
left  their  cells,  and  confcquently 
they  can  be  of  no  ufe  as  a  dye  or 
colour  but  probably  they  are 
better  for  varnifhes. 

This  infecl  and  its  cell  has  gone 
under  the  various  names  of  Gum 
Lacca,  Lack,  Loc  Tree.  In  Ben- 
gal, La ;  and  by  the  Englifli  it  is 
dilHnguithed  into  four  kinds. 

lib  Stick  Lac,  which  is  the  na- 
tural ftate  from  which  all  the 
others  are  formed. 

2d.  Seed  Lac  is  the  cells  fepa- 
rated  from  the  fHcks. 

3d.  Lump  Lac  is  Seed  Lac  li- 
quified by  fire,  and  formed  into 
cakes. 

4th.  Shell  Lac  is  the  cells  li- 
qviiiied,  Urained,  and  formed  i,-:o 
thin  tranfparent  lamina  in  th? 
following  manner.  Separate  the 
celh  from  thi  branches,  b.^ealc 
them  into  fmall  pieces,  throw  them, 
into  a  tub  of  water  for  one  d.i), 
waih   o9:   Uie   red   water    and   dry 
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the  cells,  and  with  them  fill  a 
cylindrical  tube  of  cotton  cloth, 
two  feet  long,  and  one  or  two 
inches  in  diameter;  tie  both  ends, 
turn  the  bag  over  a  charcoal  fire  ; 
as  the  Lac  liquifies  twill  the  bag, 
and  when  a  fufiicient  quantity  has 
tninfuded  the  pores  of  the  cloth, 
lay  it  upon  a  fmooih  junk  of  the 
Plantain  Tree  (Mufa  Paradifiaca, 
Linnsi),  and  with  a  ftrip  of  the 
Plantain  leaf  draw  it  into  a  thin 
lamella;  take  it  off  while  flexible, 
for  in  a  minute  it  will  be  hard  and 
brittle.  The  value  of  Shell  Lac  is 
according  to  its  tranfparency. 

Vfe  to  the  ls!ati--ve5.'\  This  is  one 
of  the  moft  ufeful  infefts  yet  dif- 
covcred. 

Or>:araLnti.'\  The  natives  con- 
fume  a  great  quantity  of  Shell  Lac 
in  making  ornamental  rings,  paint- 
ed and  gilded  in  various  taftes,  to 
decorate  the  arms  of  the  ladies  ;  and 
it  is  formed  into  beads,  fpiral  and 
linked  chains  for  necklaces,  and 
other  female  ornaments. 

Sealing  WaxJ\  Take  a  flick,  and 
heat  one  end  of  it  upon  a  charcoal 
lire  ;  put  upon  it  a  few  leaves  of  the 
Shell  Lac  foftened  above  the  fire; 
keep  alternately  heating  and  add- 
ing more  Shell  Lac,  until  you  have 
got  a  mafs  of  three  or  four  pounds 
of  liquified  Shell  Lac  upon  the  end 
of  your  Hick  *.  Knead  this  upon 
a  wetted  board  with  three  ounces 
of  levigated  cinnabar,  form  it  into 
cylindrical  pieces ;  and,  to  give 
them  a  pclifh,  rub  them  while  hot 
with  a  cotton  cloth. 

yapanning."]  Take  a  lump  of 
Shell  Lac,  prepared  in  the  manner 
of  fealing-wax,  w'ith  whatever  co- 
lour you  pleafe,  fix  it  upon  the  end 
of  a  Itick,  heat  the  polifhed  wood 


over  a  charcoal  fire,  and  rub  it  over 
with  the  half-melted  Lac,  and 
polilh,  by  rubbing  it  even  with  a 
piece  of  folded  Plantain  leaf  held 
in  the  hand  ;  heating  the  lacquer, 
and  adding  more  Lac  as  occafion 
requires.  Their  figures  are  formed 
by  Lac,  charged  with  various  co- 
lours in  the  fame  manner. 

f\irnijh.'\  In  ornamenting  their 
images  and  religious  houfes,  &c. 
they  make  ufc  of  very  thin  beat 
lead,  which  they  cover  with  vari- 
ous varniflies,  m.ade  of  Lac  charged 
with  colours.  The  preparation  of 
them  is  kept  a  fecret.  The  leaf 
of  lead  is  laid  upon  a  fmooth  iron 
heated  by  fire  below,  while  they 
fpread  the  varnifh  upon  it. 

Griiicijicnes.']  Take  of  river  fand 
three  parts,  ot  Seed  Lac  waflied  one 
part,  mix  them  over  the  fire  in  a 
pot,  and  form  the  mafs  into  the 
fhape  of  a  grindfione,  having  a 
fquare  hole  in  the  center,  fix  it  on 
an  axis  with  liquified  Lac,  heat  the 
ftone  moderately,  and  by  turning 
the  axis  it  may  eafily  be  formed  into 
an  exaft  orbicular  fhape.  Polifh- 
ing  grindftones  are  made  only  of 
fuch  fand  as  will  pafs  eafily  through 
fine  muflin,  in  the  proportion  of 
two  parts  fand  to  one  of  Lac. 
This  fand  is  found  at  Ragimaul. 
It  is  compofed  of  fmall  angular 
cryRalline  particles,  tinged  red 
with  iron,  two  parts  to  one  of 
black  magnetic  fand. 

The  flone-cutters,  inflead  of 
fand,  ufe  the  powder  of  a  very 
hard  granite  called  Corune. 

Thefe  grindftones  cut  very  fafl. 
When  they  want  to  increafe  their 
power  they  throw  fand  upon  tliem, 
or  let  them  occafionally  touch  the 
edge    of   a  vitrified    brick.      The 


In  this  manner  Liunp  Lac  is  formed  from  Seed  Lac. 
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fame  compofition  is  formed  upon 
fticks,  for  cutting  ftones,  fhells,  &c. 
by  the  hand. 

Paii2t!ng.'\  Take  one  gallon  of 
the  red  liquid  from  the  firlt  wafhing 
for  Shell  Lac,  ftrain  it  through  a 
cloath,  and  let  it  boil  for  a  Ihort 
time,  then  add  half  an  ounce  of 
foap  earth  (folfil  alkali) ;  boil  an 
hour  more,  and  add  three  ounces 
of  powdered  load  (bark  of  a  tree)  ; 
boil  a  fhort  time,  let  it  iland  all 
night,  and  ftrain  next  day.  Eva- 
porate three  quarts  of  milk,  with- 
out cream,  to  two  quarts  upon  a 
fiow  fire,  curdle  it  with  lour  milk, 
and  let  it  ftand  for  a  day  or  two ; 
then  mix  it  with  the  red  li- 
quid above  mentioned  ;  Ihain  them 
through  a  cloth,  add  to  the  mix- 
ture one  ounce  and  an  half  of 
allum,  and  the  juice  of  eight  or 
ten  lemons :  mix  the  whole,  and 
throw  it  into  a  cloth-bag  ftrainer. 
The  blood  of  the  infedl  forms  a 
coagulum  with  the  cafeous  part  of 
the  milk,  and  remains  in  the  bag, 
while  a  limpid  acid  water  drains 
from  it.  The  coagulum  is  dried 
in  the  fhade,  and  is  ufed  as  a  red 
colour  in  painting  and  colouring. 

Dying.  ]  Take  one  gallon  of  the 
red  liquid  prepared  as  before  with- 
out milk,  to  which  add  three  ounces 
of  allum.  Boil  tliree  or  four  ounces 
of  tamarinds  in  a  gallon  of  water, 
and  Itrain  the  liquor.  Mix  equal 
parts  of  the  red  liquid  and  ta- 
marind water  over  a  brii'k  fire.  In 
this  mixture  dip  and  wring  the  fi'k 
alternately  until  it  has  received  a 
proper  quantity  of  the  dye.  To 
increafe  the  colour,  increafe  the 
proportion  of  the  red  liquid,  and 
let  the  filk  boil  a  few  minutes  in 
the  mixture.  To  make  the  filk 
hold  the  colour,  they  boil  a  hand- 
ful of  the  baik  called  toad  in 
water,    llrsin    the    decoQion,    and 


add  cold  water  to  it ;  dip  the 
dried  filk  into  this  liquid  feveral 
limes,  and  then  dry  it.  Cotton 
cloths  are  dyed  in  this  manner ; 
but  the  dye  is  not  fo  lalling  as  in 
filk. 

Spanijh  Wool.'\  The  Lac  colour  is 
prel'crved  by  the  natives  upon  flakes 
of  cotton  dipped  repeatedly  into  a 
llrong  folution  of  the  Lac  Infedl  in 
water,  and  then  dried. 

Ufc  to  the  Europca7is.'\  See  Eu- 
ropean authors. 


A.coniit  of  t-zvo  remarkable  Cafes,  re- 
lated hy  Boerhaave,  of  the  Baron 
Van  WalTenaer,  and  the  Marqufs 
of  St.  Auban  \froni  Dr.  Zimmer- 
mann's  Trcatife  on  Experience  in 
PhyJiCf  tranflated  from  the  Ger- 
man. 

THE  Baron  Van  Waflenaer, 
Admiral  of  Holland,  a  man 
of  a  fober  difpofition,  fubje6l  to 
attacks  of  the  gout,  in  other  re- 
fpefts  healthy,  robull,  endued  with 
great  qualities,  and  with  an  ex- 
traordinary firmnefs  of  temper,  had 
accuRomed  hiinfelf  to  the  taking 
an  emetic,  every  time  he  thought 
he  had  ate  too  much.  He  con- 
ceived this  method  to  be  fo  very 
ufeful  to  him,  that  he  continued 
to  repeat  it,  as  often  as  he  fan- 
cied there  was  occafion  for  it. 
It  was  to  no  purpofe,  that  his 
friends  and  phyficians  diiruadcd  liim 
from  this  pradice.  Nothing,  ia 
his  opinion,  relieved  him  fo  much 
as  a  vomit ;  and  he  appealed,  in 
proof  of  this,  to  his  pretended  ex- 
perience. 

A    meflenger    came    one    night 
to    Boerhaave,    to    tell    him,    thn 
the    admiral    was    in    the   agonii 
of    death,    perhaps    already    dead 
at    his   country  houfe.     Boerhaave 
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flies  to  his  aflillance,  and  linds 
him  leaning  forwards  in  his  bed, 
and  fupporied  by  three  of  his  fer- 
lants.  In  any  o:her  polhirc,  his 
pain  became  exccflive.  He  was 
unable  to  lie  down,  either  on  his 
back  or  his  fide,  or  his  belly, 
ard  much  lefs  could  he  fit  on  a 
chair.  Boerhaave  was  the  more 
alarmed  at  this  appearance,  becaufe 
he  well  knew,  with  how  much  for- 
titude the  admiral  had  fupported 
the  mofi;  violent  attacks  of  the 
gout,  without  once  lofing  his  pa- 
tience, or  his  courage,  amidll  the 
moll  excruciating  pains.  The 
groans  of  this  man,  who  on 
other  occaljons  had  been  fo  patient 
and  immoveable,  alarm.ed  him  Hill 
itiore. 

The  admiral,  at  the  fight  of 
Boerhaave.  endeavoured  to  raife 
his  head  a  little,  and  to  give  him 
his  hand  ;  but,  on  the  leaft  mo- 
tion, or  the  lead  attempt  to  fpeak, 
he  appeared  to  be  borne  down 
with  excefs  of  pain.  It  was  in 
vain,  therefore,  that  he  attempt- 
ed to  dekribe  his  Itate ;  at  each 
attempt,  the  fudden  increafe  of  his 
pain  feeiped  i:o  cut  off  his  refpira- 
tion. 

One  of  the  afTiAants  then  gave 
the  following  account.  Three  days 
before  this  difordcr,  the  admiral 
had  been  prefent  at  an  enter- 
tainment, wheie  he  had  ate  a  little 
too  much.  The  next  day,  he  de- 
termined to  prevent,  by  abliinence, 
any  ill  eiictts  that  might  refult 
from  this  intemperance.  The  day 
before  the  attack,  he  had  dined^ 
with  great  moderation,  and  had  got 
on  horfeback  in  good  fpirits,  and 
feemingly  in  good  health,  without 
the  leall  fufpicion  of  any  approach- 
ing diforder. 

When  returned  from  his  ride, 
he  ^bllaLned  from  fupper,  accord- 


ing to  his  ufual  cuftom.  At  half 
an  hour  after  nine  o'clock,  he 
drank  three  cups  of  carduus  bene- 
diilus  tea,  as  he  had  often  done 
before.  He  was  afked,  why  he 
took  the  infufion  that  evening  : 
"  becaufe,"  fays  he,  '« 1  feel  fome- 
"  thing  difagreeable  in  the  up- 
"  per  part  of  my  flomach,  and  I 
"  have  a  mind  to  wafh  it  away." 
This  fenfation,  he  added,  he  had 
often  felt  before,  and  had  always 
been  relieved  by  vomiting.  Soon 
after  this,  he  puked,  but  with 
difficulty,  and  in  fmall  quantity  : 
he  then  tork  four  more  cups  of 
the  fame  infufion,  but  without  feel- 
ing any  inclination  to  vomit,  al- 
though he  h;id  drank  fo  copiouf- 
ly.  He  direfted  more  of  it  to  be 
got  ready,  thinking  to  bring  on  a 
vomiting  by  force.  While  he  was 
feated,  and  endeavouring  to  puke, 
he  fuddingly  cried  in  a  moll  horri- 
ble manner,  and  drew  together  all 
his  fervants,  who  were  alarmed  by 
his  cries.  The  admiral  then  told 
them  that  he  had  burft,  or  torn, 
or  difordered  fomething  at  the  up- 
per part  of  his,  llomach  ;  and  that 
the  anguifli  he  felt  was  fo  excru- 
ciating, he  mull  certainly  be  near 
his  lail  hour. 

He  then  rcconimended  himfelf 
to  his  Creator :  a  cold  fweat  flow- 
ed from  all  his  limbs ;  his  iacc 
and  his  hands  became  pale,  and 
his  pulfe  was  no  longer  percepti- 
ble. He  ordered  them,  to  cover 
his  head  and  bread  with  hot  cloths, 
moiltened  with  fome  llrengthen- 
ing  liquors.  They  did  this ;  but 
he  found  no  relief:  on  the  con- 
trary, the  diforder  feemed  to  be- 
come more  violent,  and  they  judg- 
ed that  his  death  could  not  be 
far  off.  The  phyficians  who  were 
fent  for,  being  at  fome  diftance, 
the  admiral,   about  half  an    hou^: 
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Hiter  tills,  took,  of  his  own  ac- 
cord, four  ounces  of  olive  oil,  and 
of  this  he  threw  up  a  fm:dl  quan- 
tity, together  v/ith  fcmie  of  the 
car  dims  tea.  He  then  called  for 
two  ounces  more,  which  he  like- 
wife  drank,  but  without  vomiting, 
or  having  the  leaft  inclination  to 
vomit ;  and  his  diforder,  all  this 
time,  went  on  incrcafi  g.  Half 
an  hour  after  this,  he  drank  about 
iix  ounces  of  warm  Dantzick  beer, 
which  he  likevvifc  kept  down  with- 
out naufea,  as  he  did  all  that  he 
drank  afterwards. 

This  is  what  had  pafTed,  when 
Bye,  a  phyfician,  whom  Boerhaave 
has  not  left  without  his  iharc  of 
praife,  arrived  from  the  Hague. 
When  he  faw  the  flace  of  the  pa- 
tient, he  determined  to  gi\re  no- 
thing of  an  adive  nature,  till 
Eoerhaa<.c  ftiould  come.  Thefe 
two  phyficians  began,  by  confi- 
dering  the  caufes  of  fo  fudden  and 
cruel  a  pain,  before  they  proceed- 
ed to  any  remedies.  Both  of  them 
were  convinced,  that  unlefs  thefe 
caufes  could  be  afcertained,  no 
dependance  could  be  had  on  me- 
dicines adminillcred  at  random. 

After  tiie  moft  careful  examina- 
tion, they  could  difcover  no  other 
guide  to  dired  them,  than  the 
leat  of  the  pain,  together  with  an 
uncommon  fenfation  in  the  breait, 
of  which  the  patient  complained, 
but  which,  however,  was  inexpli- 
cable. Jn  other  refpeds,  the  ad- 
miral was  apparently  healthy.  He 
defcribed  the  pain  as  being  excef- 
live,  continual,  and  beyond  all  ima- 
gination. It  did  not  relax  a  mo- 
ment. He  pointed  out  the  feat 
of  it  to  be  at  that  part,  where  the 
oefophagus  terminates  in  the  fto- 
inach  i  he  then  cried  out,  that  the 


pain  fpread  with  the  fame  vio- 
lence towards  his  back.  Before  his 
death,  he  felt  this  pain  through 
every  part  of  his  breall.  It  ap- 
peared, that  his  tortures  were  ne- 
ver fo  great,  as  when  he  felt  an 
inclination  to  belch,  and  that  the 
air,  being  flopped  in  its  pafTiige 
inllead  of  riung,  feemed  to  diltraCt 
all  the  nciglibouring  parts.  The 
difordcr  likcwife  increafed,  when- 
ever he  endeavoured  to  bend  him- 
felf  backwards,  or  to  fit  upright. 
This  was  all  that  his  two  phyii- 
cians  could  difcover,  after  all  the 
inquiries  and  care  imaginable. 

At  this  part  of  the  narrative, 
Boerhaave  requelb  the  experienc- 
ed reader  to  paufe  with  him  awhile, 
and  to  reflcdl  on  the  origin,  the 
progrefs,  the  fymptoms,  and  figns 
of  this  diftafvi.  He  requires  of  him 
the  firft  caufe  of  thefe  extraordinary 
efteds.  He  had  himfelf  confider- 
ed  every  thing,  with  the  greateft 
care,  and  had  exerted  all  the 
powers  of  his  underllanding,  to 
iind  out  fome  fixed  principle,  by 
means  of  which,  he  might  unra- 
vel this  obicure  caufe,  and  thus 
afford  fome  relief  to  a  difcafe, 
which  hitherto  feemed  to  be  every 
moment  increafing.  All  his  fpe- 
culations,  however,  were  ufelefs, 
and  Boerhaave  candidly  confcftes, 
that  he  found  himfelf  altogether 
unable  to  imagine,  what  could  be 
the  fpecies,  to  which  this  difeafe 
could  be  referred.  It  afibrded  no 
fign  of  inflammation.  There  could 
be  no  fwelling  fufpedled,  capable 
of  producing  thefe  cruel  fymp- 
toms, and  fo  fuddenly.  The  pre- 
ceding circumllances  afforded  no 
grounds  for  fuch  a  fufpicion,  and 
all  the  vertebra:  were  in  their  pro- 
per   fituation  :    nor    could    a    dif- 
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placement  of  the  fofc  parts,  within 
the  rhjrax,  be  iuppufed  capable  of 
caufing  thefe  torments. 

Tiiere  remained  only  feme  cau- 
ftic  md  mortal  poifon  to  be  fuf- 
pccled,  as  tnc  caufe  of  thefe  hor- 
rid fymptoms;  but  no  poifon  could 
be  ihouglit  of,  the  eftcfls  of  which 
agreed  with  the  circumilances  of 
tile  admiral's  cafe.  So  that  of 
all  the  known  caufes  of  pain,  not 
one  could  be  fixed  on  as  appli- 
cable to  what  he  felt.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  gout,  to  wnich 
he  was  fubjedl,  might,  by  chang- 
ing its  feat,  occafion  pain,  anxiety, 
and  vomiting  ;  but  it  never  pro- 
duces pams,  fo  excruciating  as 
thofe  the  admiral  complained  of, 
in  patients,  who  are  in  other  re- 
fpeds  heal:hy,  Befides,  the  gout 
exerts  its  effefts  flowly,  and  comes 
on,  and  goes  off,  by  degrees. 

Oj'  all  known  difeafes,  therefore, 
there  was  not  found  one,  which 
could,  by  any  affinityj  throw  any 
liglit  on  the  admiral's  complaint, 
a  ^vick)it  pain  thai  bad  come  on 
fuddtnly.  This  was  all  that  could 
be  faid  with  certainty.  Eoerhaave 
knew,  from  the  experience  of  all 
ages,  that  the  moft  acute  pain, 
when  not  attended  witii  inflamma- 
tion, may  long  be  fupported.  He 
was,  therefore,  led  to  conclude, 
that  the  admiral's  death  would  not 
be  immediate  ;  and  this  was  all 
his  prognullic. 

Uncertain  as  was  the  caufe  of 
this  dilcafe,  it  wa.s  neceilary  to 
think  of  lomethn:g,  whica  might 
calm  the  pain.  AU  the  remedies, 
however,  that  were  givc;n,  though 
ci  a  very  m^ld  nature,  ferved  only 
to  add  to  the  tcnnents  of  the  pa- 
tient. Such  was  tne  melancholy 
fituiiduft   f;ii  the  admiral,  and  of 


the  two  able  phyficians,  who  con- 
tinued with  him  till  five  o'clock 
in  the  morning  ;  when  Boerhaave's 
affairs  required  him  to  be  ab- 
fent.  At  going  away,  he  very 
prudently  advifed  Bye  to  leave  na. 
ture  a  little  while  to  herfelf,  by 
not  attempting  to  give  even  the 
mildell  and  molt  innocent  medi- 
cines; fince  the  bell  chofen  ones 
feemt'd,  hitherto,  only  to  have  in- 
creafed  the  complaints.  His  ad- 
vice was  followed,  but  without 
fuccefs.  The  admiral  remained 
without  any  relief,  till  eight  o'clock 
in  the  morning  ;  and  then  Dr. 
Bye  faw  that  the  vital  fundions 
began  to  weaken,  borne  down,  as 
it  were,  by  the  pain ;  but  ftill 
there  was  no  new  fymptom,  that 
could  throw  any  light  on  the  dif- 
eafe.  He  then  wrote  to  Boerhaave, 
and  in  his  letter  propofed  fome 
new  remedies :  Eoerhaave  agreed 
to  their  being  tried ;  but  their 
eifedts  were  equally  frultiefs  with 
the  former  ones. 

In  thefe  circumilances,  the  ad- 
miral fettled  his  affairs.  Eoer- 
haave returned  to  him  about  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  The 
admiral  received  him  with  the 
greatefl  friendfhip,  and,  at  the 
iame  time,  told  him,  how  ineffi- 
cacious all  the  remedies  had  been, 
and  how  certain  he  was  of  the  ap- 
pi-oachcs  of  death,  which  he  ar- 
dently wifhed  for,  as  a  relief  from 
his  mifery.  Eoerhaave  perceived, 
indeed,  that  this  period  was  at 
hand :  and  about  five  o'clock  the 
admiral  expired,  with  the  utmoft 
compofure. 

The  two_  phyficians  converfed 
together  in  private,  and  conleffcd 
to  each  other,  that  it  wis  impcf- 
fible    for    them    to   conceive    the 
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caufc  of  this  difeafe,  much  lefs 
of  fo  fudden  a  death.  They  rc- 
quefted  leave  to  open  the  body, 
and  this  was  granted. 

This  diffedtion  proved,  what  no 
man  would  even  have  fufpeded. 
Notwithftanding  the  great  quan- 
tity of  drink  the  patient  had  tak- 
en, previous  to,  and  during  the 
attack,  and  of  which  he  had  void- 
ed no  part,  the  intefUnes,  and 
abdomen,  and  bladder,  were  emp- 
ty. Nothing  but  air  made  its 
efcape,  when  thefe  parts  were 
opened.  There  was  no  appear- 
ance in  either  of  thefe,  which 
could  throw  any  light  on  the  na- 
ture of  the  difeafe.  The  ftomach 
was  almoil  empty,  it  contained  no 
blood,  or  bile,  and  but  very  little 
remains  of  aliment.  At  this  ap- 
pearance, Boerhaave  was  fo  afto- 
nifhed,  that  he  hardly  knew  whe- 
ther he  was  dreaming  or  awake. 
Thefe  are  his  own  expreffions. 

He  then  proceeded  to  open  the 
thorax,  v.'ith  the  greatell  atten- 
tion. The  moment  he  had  pene- 
trated through  the  diaphragm, 
though  he  had  taken  care  not  to 
injure  the  lungs,  a  great  quantity 
of  air  rufhed  out,  and  with  no 
little  noife.  Boerhaave's  wonder 
was  increafed  by  this,  becaufe 
this  phenomenon  never  happens, 
but  when  the  lungs,  have  been 
wounded.  The  lungs  in  this 
fubjed,  appeared  fo  fmall  and 
contrafted,  that  they  feemed  to 
have  been  comprefTed,  by  feme 
very  great  external  force.  The 
heart  was  perfedly  healthy. 

Boerhaave,  on  opening  the 
breaft,  perceived  a  difagreeable 
fmell.  He  faid,  at  the  time,  that 
he  {hould  have  compared  it  to 
duck,  if  it   had    proceeded    from 


the  ftomach.  Somebody,  who 
liood  by,  and  heard  this,  imme- 
diately obferved,  that  the  admiral 
had,  indeed,  eaten  part  of  a  duck, 
at  his  lail  meal.  It  was  then, 
that  Boerhaave  began  to  conclude, 
that  he  v/as  going  to  difcover  a 
very  different  caufe  from  any, 
which  might,  till  then,  have  been 
prefumed. 

He  no  fooner  raifed  the  right 
lobe  of  the  lungs,  than  he  found 
it  fwimming  in  a  watery  fluid, 
which  filled  the  whole  of  the  right 
cavity  of  the  thorax.  To  his 
great  fuprize,  he  found  this  fame 
water,  and  in  the  fame  quantity, 
in  the  left  cavity.  He  found  this 
liquor  to  be  funilar  to  the  little 
that  remained  in  the  ftomach.  On 
drawing  it  oft",  it  appeared  of  the 
colour  of  Dantzick  beer,  when 
mixed  with  an  infufion  of  car- 
duus.  The  fmell  of  it,  was  ex- 
aftly  like  that  of  duck's  flefti. 
Upon  the  furface  of  this  water  was 
fwimming,  all  the  oil,  the  admi- 
ral had  fwallowed.  There  was 
neither  extravafated  blood,  nor 
pu.?,  nor  any  corrupted  matter,  to 
be  feen  any  where.  The  quantity 
of  fluid,  found  in  the  thorax, 
amounted  to  an  hundred  and  four 
ounces. 

The  nature  of  the  difeafe,  now 
became  more  and  more  manifeft. 
But  it  rtill  remained  to  be  difco- 
vered,  how  all  that  the  admiral 
had  fwallowed,. had  made  its  way 
into  the  breaft.  The  left  lobe  of 
the  lungs,  was,  therefore,  care- 
fully elevated,  that  Boerhaave 
might  have  a  compleat  view  of  the 
parts.  Every  thing  appeared  to 
him,  to  be  in  a  healthy  ftare,  un- 
til he  came  within  about  two 
inches  of  the   diaphragm,  to  that 
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part  of  the  pleura,  which  lies  on 
the  left  fide  of  the  oefophagus. 
He  there  fiuv,  difthiftly,  a  part, 
which  Nv as  very  different  from  the 
reft,  by  its  mobility,  and  by  its 
being  fwclled ;  and,  at  the'  fame 
time,  of  a  blackilh  colour.  This 
part  was  round,  and  about  three 
inches  in  diameter.  In  the  mid- 
dle of  it,  was  an  opening,  of  about 
an  inch  and  a  half  long,  and 
three  tenths  of  an  inch  wide. 
Boerhaave  preffed  this  part  fllght- 
Iv  with  his  linger,  and  there  im- 
Uiediately  flowed  out,  into  the  ca- 
vity of  the  thorax,  a  fluid,  which 
reiembled  that  which  was  before 
there.  Kis  afl.oniihment  was  ex- 
treme. 

He  next  attempted  (taking  care, 
at  the  fame  time,  not  to  confufe 
the  parts)  to  introduce  his  fore 
finger,  through  this  opening  of 
the  pleura.  He  .  found  it  fofc, 
tumid,  and  open.  Here,  his  at- 
tention, if  pofiible,  redoubled, 
becaufe  he  was  unable  to  difcovtr, 
in  thio  wound,  any  traces  of  the 
oefophagus.  After  having  with- 
drawn his  finger  a  little,  he  pufli- 
ed  it  upw.nds,  and  came,  at  length, 
to  that  part  of  .the  oefophngus, 
which  was  broken  oft. 

l)0?rhaave  could  hardly  believe 
what  he  faw.  He  called  all  the 
afiifiants  to  him,  and  fiicwcd  them, 
with  the  greatelt  allonifhmcnt,  a 
thing  that  was  fo  unexpected.  He 
then  with  the  fame  precaution, 
direftcd  his  finger  downwards, 
and  it  pafl'ed  eafily  into  the  llo- 
T\vich  ;  and  then,  with  a  view  of 
giving  them  a  clear  idea  of  the 
difeaic,  he  made  an  opening  into 
the  oefophagus,  about  three  inches 
above  the  wound,  and  then  intro- 
ducing   his  finger    through    it,    it 


paflld  out  at  the   opening,   which 
had  occafioned  the  diieafe. 

The  caufe  of  the  admiral's  death, 
v.'as,  therefore,  very  clearly  afcer- 
tained  to  be  a  laceration  of  the 
oefophagus ;  by  means  of  which, 
every  thing  he  drank,  pafl'ed  into 
the  cavity  of  the  breall,  through 
the  opening  in  the  pleura,  which 
took  place  at  the  fame  time.  Boer- 
haave  has  proved,  that  the  cardia, 
or  upper  orifice  of  the  ftomach, 
mult  have  been  clofed  after  the 
admiral  had  taken  feven  cups  of 
the  infufion  of  carduus  benediSlin, 
and  of  which  he  voided  but  little  ; 
becaufe,  the  more  the  ftomach  is 
filled,  the  more  difficult  it  is  to 
empty  it.  We  know,  that  when 
the  fcosiacli  is  full,  the  bottom  of 
it  comes  forwards,  while  its  upper 
part  forms  an  angle,  more  or  lefs 
acute,  with  the  oefophagus.  All 
the  admiral's  efforts  to  vomit, 
were,  therefore,  chiefly  exerted  on 
the  diaphragm  and  oefophagus. 
ft  was  in  the  midft  of  thcfe 
efibrts,  that  the  oefophagus  burft, 
being  unable,  any  longer,  to  refift 
the  motions  of  the  ftomach  and 
diaphragm  ;  and,  being  the  more 
readily  difpofcd  to  rupture,  by  the 
initation,  occafioned  by  the  ad- 
miral's finger,  which  he  pafl'ed 
down  his  throat,  in  order  to  force 
a  vomiting. 

It  was  at  that  inftant,  that  the 
admiral  cried  out,  and  drew  to 
him  all  his  fcrvants ;  telling  them, 
with  fo  much  pain,  that  he  had 
torn  fomething  within  hijn.  But 
it  does  not  appear,  that  the  oeui- 
phagus  was  lacerated  to  this  de- 
gree, at  once.  The  wound  was, 
probably,  gradually  increafed,  till 
the  feparation  was  compleat.  The 
ftomacli,    uhen    loaded  with    frclK 
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drink,  had  driven  it  upwards, 
through  this  opening  of  the  oefo- 
phagus ;  and  thus,  the  cellular 
texture,  becoming  diilended,  the 
pleura  had,  at  length,  burft  ;  and 
there  was  then  a  communication 
with  the  cavity  of  the  thorax.  The 
air  which  abounds  fo  much  in  ali- 
mentary fubllances,  or  which  pafled 
down  the  oefophagus,  had  likcwife 
filled  a  great  part  of  the  breall. 

The  death  of  the  patient,  there- 
fore, took  place,  v/hen  the  air  was 
fo  abundant  in  the  Itomach,  and 
cavities  of  the  breail,  that  the 
lungs  were  no  longer  capable  of 
being  dilated ;  and  thus,  a  Hop 
was  put  to  refpiration,  and,  of 
courfe,  to  life. 

All  thefe  circumftances  prove, 
that  the  admiral's  difeafe  could 
be  diftinguiihcd  by  no  certain 
figns;  and,  that  the  bed  curative 
means,  would  have  been  ufelefs, 
even  if  the  caufe  of  the  complaint 
had  been  known.  It  is  likewife 
certain,  that  the  fame  difeafe, 
happening  now,  in  any  other  fub- 
jedt,  would  be  equally  incurable, 
notwlthflanding  Boerhaave's  accu- 
rate defcription  of  the  cafe.  They 
muft,  therefore,  be  very  unrea- 
fonable  people,  who  will  reproach 
u  phyfician,  amidft  fuch  difficul- 
ties, with  not  having  known  what 
was  to  happen. 

There  were  certain  furgeons, 
however,  who  were  illiberal  e- 
nough,  to  fay,  that  Boerhaave 
ought  to  have  made  an  opening 
into  the  thorax,  in  order  to  draw 
oft  the  liquor,  that  had  pafled  in- 
to it.  But  it  was  firll  necelfary, 
to  find  out,  that  fuch  an  opening 
was  required  ;  and  then,  it  mull 
have  been  performed  at  both  fides, 
which,  from  the  admiflion  of  the 
air,  into  each  cavity,  at  once, 
would   have   been,   of  courfe,  fa- 


tal. Suppofnig  the  pofTihility  of 
fuch  an  operation;  would  it  not 
have  been  impolliblc:  to  have  favcd 
the  life  of  the  admiral,  v.ithour 
f.nding  out  fume  new  channel  for 
the  fupport  of  life  ?  We  fee,  by 
this,  that  there  arc,  on  all  occa- 
fions,  perfbns  who  arc  ready  to 
blame,  and  who  are  never  open  to 
coRviition,  even  though  the  truth 
lies  before  tiicm. 

The  fccond  cafe,  I  fhall  b:-g 
leave  to  introduce  here,  has  been 
likcwife  related  by  Boerhaa^'e,  with 
the  fame  energy,  and  exaclnefs,  as 
the  former  one. 

The  Marquifs  St.  Aubin,  was  a 
ftrong,  adllve  man,  well  formed, 
and  of  a  very  lively  temper.  Hs 
rode  often  on  horfebaci<: ;  loved 
hunting ;  and  all  thij,  without 
being  fenfible  of  fatigue.  He 
drank  very  moderately,  and  ate 
indifferently  of  every  thing;  bat 
preferred  fat  meats  and  butter. 
He  had  bc-en  a  little  ricketty, 
when  about  three  years  of  age  ;  but 
this  complain:  foon  difappeared, 
as  did  a  fweiling  of  the  abdomen, 
which  came  on  two  years  after- 
wards. When  he  was  fix  years 
old,  he  was  attacked  with  an  acute 
fever,  of  which  he  recovered,  with- 
out any  di(agreeabie  coni'equence. 

During  feveral  years,  however, 
he  had  been  fubjeft  to  an  heredi- 
tary complaint.  This  was  a  pain- 
ful cnlatgcment  of  the  hemorrhoi- 
dal veffcls.  Thefe  tumours  be- 
came, at  length,  of  a  confiicrable 
volume,  and  poured  out,  cieiy 
day,  a  quantity  of  blood.  Thj 
blood,  by  being  intercepted  in  its 
courfe,  contracted  fo  bad  a  quali- 
ty, that  the  Marquifs  was  unable 
to  fupport,  any  longer,  the  paia 
he  folt  there.  The  inll.immation 
of  the   parts,    fomelimcs,    fcerncd 

to 
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to  threaten  even  gangrene.  In  thefe 
circumftance;  lie  confuhed  Boer- 
haave,  who,  by  the  regimen  and 
the  remedies  he  prefcribed,  com- 
pletely cured  him.  The  patient 
recovered  all  his  ftrength,  and  re- 
mained, during  eighteen  months, 
without  feeling  any  inconvenience, 
prom  the  time  that  his  cure  took 
plzce.  care  was  taken  to  attend 
carefully  to  him ;  that  if  any  of 
the  ill  CiTeds,  that  are  fo  often 
occalioned  by  a  fuppreffion  of  the 
hemorrhoids,  fhould  appear,  they 
might,  at  once,  be  obviated. 
Jioerhaave  had  advifed  this,  be- 
caufe  Hippocrates,  and  all  phy- 
ficians  after  him,  have  obferved, 
that  a  fuppreffion  of  the  hemorr- 
hoids, often  occafions  other  fingu- 
jar,  and  fometimes  more  danger- 
ous difeafes ;  but,  above  all,  from 
what  had  happened  to  the  Mar- 
quifs's  father,  who,  having  been 
iubjecl  to  the  fame  complaint, 
and  difabled  by  it  from  doing 
duty  in  the  calvalry,  had  put  a 
ftop  to  it,  by  cauflics,  and  inci- 
fions,  and  continued  free  from  the 
diforder,  during  a  year ;  at  tl:ie 
end  of  that  time,  he  was  attacked 
by  dyfpnoea ;  and,  foon  after- 
wards, with  hemoptylis,  of  which 
he  died,  in  ten  days. 

But  the  moft  vigilant  attention, 
daring  thefe  eighteen  months, 
could  lead  to  no  fufpicion,  that 
the  fundions  of  the  body  were,  in 
any  way,  injured.  Boerhaave 
particularly  cbferves,  as  a  notable 
circumftance,  that  the  voice  was, 
in  no  way,  alfefled,  during  all 
this  time ;  for  the  Marquifs  had  a 
fcrong,  manly  voice,  and  often 
amut'ed  himfelf  by  finging.  He 
preferved  the  agility  of  all  his 
limbs ;  and  his  breaft  continued 
tp  be  fo    firm   and   v-ell,  that  he 


never  complained  of  fatigue,  tho' 
he  perfevered  in  ufing  a  great  deal 
ofexercife.  Nobody  could  brea:he 
with  greater  cafe,  than  he  fecmed 
to  do.  Such  had  been  the  fjtua- 
tion  of  the  marquifs,  from  his  in- 
fancy, till  the  appearance  of  the 
hemorrhoids,  and  from  their  be- 
ing cured,  till  within  ten  months 
and  a  half  of  his  death. 

We  have  placed  all  thefe  preli- 
minary particulars,  nearly  in  the 
fame  light  that  Boerhaave  has 
done  ;  that  every  penetrating  phy- 
fician,  may  be  able  to  give  a  full 
fcope  to  his  reflection,  on  this  oc- 
cafion.  We  are  of  opinion,  that 
in  given  a  hillory  of  this  fort, 
it  is  right  to  relate,  in  a  very  mi- 
nute, and  careful  manner,  all 
that  relates  to  the  natural  habit 
of  the  fubj'iCl;  to  his  preceding 
difeafes,  and  their  cure;  together 
with  his  regimen,  and  mode  of 
life  ;  before  we  pafs  on,  to  de- 
fcribe  the  diforder,  of  which  he 
died.  This  care  has  often  been 
dcfpifed,  and  ridiculed,  by  the 
ignorant,  and  the  fuperficial;  but 
we  concern  curfelves  but  very 
little,  about  fuch  incompetent 
judges. 

It  was,  therefore,  not  till  with- 
in ten  months  and  a  half  of  bis 
death,  that  the  marquifs  began 
to  find  his  health  afFedted.  About 
that  time,  he  began  to  feel  a 
conftant  pain  near  the  left  fcapu- 
la.  This  pain,  afterwards,  ex- 
tended i:felf  to  the  left  fide  of  the 
breait.  As  the  pain  increafed 
confiderably,  it  was  foon  felt, 
through  the  whole  infide  of  the 
thorax.  A  continual  cough,  ren- 
dered this  pain  ftlll  more  acute. 
The  patient  could  get  no  reft. 
When  he  coughed,  it  feemed  to 
him,  as  if  his  udes  were  torn  afun- 

Jer. 


NATURAL    HISTORY. 


77 


der.  Phyficians  were  called  in. 
The  diforder  was  attributed  to  the 
gout ;  and  remedies  for  the  gout, 
were  accordingly  prefcribed. 

Their  attempts,  however,  were 
to  no  purpofe.  The  pains  Teemed 
to  aflume  a  new  force,  after  the  ufe 
of  thefe  medicines,  and  fixed  them- 
felves,  more  and  more,  to  the  left 
fide  of  the  breafl: ;  fo  that  it  was 
found  impoffible  to  remove  their 
feat.  Blood-Ielting,  opening  me- 
dicines, oil,  opium,  tffc.  were  all 
given,  without  affording  any  relief. 
To  thefe  pains,  after  a  certain 
time,  there  was  added  another,  and 
infinitely  more  excruciating  pain, 
which  was  felt  immediately  under 
the  left  breaft,  and  feemed,  as  the 
marquifs  exprefied  himfelf,  as  if 
the  infide  of  his  breaft  was  torn  out 
by  violence.  Tormented  himfelf, 
to  this  degree,  and  tormenting  all 
about  him,  by  his  lamentable  and 
inceffant  groans,  he  could  find  no 
place,  or  fituation,  that  afi^brded 
him  the  leaft  mitigation  of  his  mi- 
fery.  He  ufually  fat  upon  his  bed, 
leaning  a  little  forwards,  and  re- 
clining his  elbows  on  his  thighs.  In 
this  fituation,  he,  now  and  then,  at 
intervals,  got  a  little  reft,  and  flept 
a  few  moments ;  but  it  was  only  to 
be  waked  foon,  and  on  a  fudden, 
by  a  cruel  exacerbation  of  the  fame 
relentlefs  pain. 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  the 
marquifs,  when  Boerhaave  was  de- 
fired  to  vifit  him,  with  his  phy- 
fician  in  ordinary,  the  fame  Dr. 
Bye,'  whom  we  have  already  men- 
tioned. 

When  Bye  related  to  Boerhaave, 
all  the  particulars  of  the  difeafe, 
and  the  remedies,  that  had  been 
employed  to  no  purpofe,  they  ac- 
knowledged, to  each  other,  that  it 


was  impoffible  to  fay  any  thing, 
with  certainty,  either  of  the  feat, 
or  the  nature  of  the  difeafe.  Bye 
prefumed,  there  v/as  an  abfcefs  in 
the  lungs ;  becaufe  he  had  obferved 
the  patient  expeftorate  a  vifcid 
matter,  after  much  agony.  Boer- 
haave, however,  difi'ered  from  him, 
in  opinion ;  becaufe,  excepting  the 
fingular  and  urgent  fymptoms  of 
pain,  the  marquifs  was,  in  other 
refpeds,  healthy.  He  was  then 
afked,  what  he  thought  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  difeafe.  It  was  not, 
till  after  fome  confiderable  reflec- 
tion, that  he  anfwered,  that  he 
really  did  not  know  what  to  think. 
He  was  inclined,  however,  to  be 
of  opinion,  he  faid,  from  the  fymp- 
cnms,  that  the  organs,  deftined  to 
dilate  the  breaft,  were  unable  to- 
fupport  the  contractions,  effential 
to  the  aftion  of  each  mufcle ;  and 
the  parts  of  the  breaft,  which  re- 
quired to  be  dilated,  refifted  to  this 
dilation,  at  each  infpiration ;  and 
that,  from  this,  arofe  the  violent 
pain,  the  difficulty  ia  breathing, 
and  the  fenfe  of  fuftocation.  The 
patient,  and  his  friends,  were  fa- 
tisfied  with  this  refleftion. 

Boerhaave  advifed  cataplafms  to 
be  frequently  applied  to  the  parts, 
that  are  the  moft  in  motion,  in  re- 
fpiration;  as  the  ribs,  cartilages 
and  fternum.  He  likewife  pre- 
fcribed emollient  drinks,  a  fpar- 
ing  diet,  and  the  frequent  infpi- 
ration of  the  vapor  of  fome  foftcn- 
ing  decoftion.  His  prefcription 
was  followed,  and  the  patient 
found  himfelf  much  relieved.  His 
friends  began  to  indulge  hopes 
of  his  recovery.  The  pain  ne- 
ver returned  again,  with  fo  much 
violence  as  before,  even  till  his 
death.  How  blind  and  precarious, 
2  (ays 
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favs  Eoerhaave,   is   the  joy  of  us 
mortal  :r. 

At  length,  the  cough  returned, 
as  it  were,  with  new  violence.  No- 
thing could  calm  it,  but  opium ; 
but  this  calm  was  not  of  long  du- 
ration :  his  expeftoraiion  was  ex- 
ceedingly painful ;  and  his  refpira- 
tion  ib  difiicult,  that  the  patient  was 
obliged  to  throw  his  neck  back- 
wards, to  raife  his  bread ;  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  to  dr.^w  in  his 
breath,  with  fo  frightful  a  noife, 
that  it  could  be  compared,  only  to 
the  cry  of  a  Bittern.  Then,  again, 
perhap"^,  for  a  few  moments,  the 
reipiraiion  would  be  more  cafy  : 
but  this  relief  was  but  trifling.  He 
was  obliged  to  be  a'moll  conilantly 
feated  upright,  both  night  and  day, 
with  his  ueck  llretched  out,  and  his 
head  raiied.  At  the  lead  change 
of  poliure,  when  he,  by  chance,  flept 
for  a  moment,  he  felt  the  moll  hor- 
rid pain.  If  he  attempted  to  lie 
down  on  his  pillow,  to  rcpofe  him- 
ielf  for  an  i  nil  ant,  his  face  be- 
came black  ;  the  veins  of  his  head, 
fwelled  ;  and  his  eyes,  fcecied  to 
be  buriling  from  their  lockevs.  He 
appeared  to  draw  his  breath,  only 
from  the  bottom  of  his  entrails. 
An  hideous  hollow  found,  feemed 
to  be  his  only  relief.  \{  he  at- 
tempted to  (peak,  a  few  words  ufu- 
allv  revTved  all  liis  pain. 

Bocrhaave  remarked,  with  ado- 
niflinient,  that  in  the  midlt  of  this 
deph  rable  (late,  the  pulfe  was 
Itill  regular :  nor  did  it  begin  to 
fall  or  vary,  or  become  intermit- 
tent, till  a  few  days  before  his 
deatii.  The  marquifs  dragged  on 
this  unhappy  life>  till  the  rith  of 
July.  At  the  leaft  return  of  the 
pain,  his  face  became  black.  A 
clylkr,  occafionally  thrpwn  up,  was 


now  the  only  thing,  that  gave  him 
any  relie;f.  The  great  ftricf  ure  of 
his  bread,  perfuaded  him,  that  his 
difeafe  was  hypochondriacal ;  and 
that  this  fenfation  was  the  cfteft 
o^  Jiatiis.  He  was  the  more  per- 
fuaded of  this,,  becaufe  his  appe- 
tite was  fo  keen,  that  he  would 
have  eat  to  excefs,  if  his  fervants 
had  not  taken  care  to  prevent  him. 
What  he  eat,  fervcd  only  to  in- 
creafe  his  pain. 

About  eight  days  before  his 
death,  the  hemorrhoids  began  to 
return ;  and  this  gave  him  great 
fpirits.  He  now  began  to  have? 
hopes  of  being  cured,  and  even  re- 
proached his  phyficians,  with  not 
having  attempted  to  bring  them 
back  looner.  On  the  7th  of  July, 
he  voided,  by  the  anus,  a  confider- 
able  quantity  of  blood,  which  im- 
mediately coagulated.  The  next 
morning,  the  flux  continued,  and 
in  greater  abundance.  The  mar- 
quifs was  fo  enlivened  at  this,  that 
he  attempted  to  make  a  few  lleps 
in  his  chanrber,  leaning  upon  his 
fervants.  The  fame  day,  he  had  a 
mod  craving  appetite,  and  eat  of 
many  different  things,  fwallowing 
every  thing,  jud  then,  without  any 
fear  of  fuffocaiion.  He  likewife 
fupped,  with  the  fame  good  hu- 
mour ;  rejoiced  at  being  able  to  do, 
what  he  had  fo  long  been  incapable 
of;  having,  for  foaie  time  before, 
not  even  dared  to  take  any  folid 
uourilhment,  without  danger  of  im- 
mediate fuftbcation. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  however. 
Dr.  Bye  found  him  again  in  bed, 
after  pafling  a  mod  painful  night. 
He  feemed  to  be  in  the  agonies  of 
death.  His  face  and  neck,  were 
ccnfiderably  fwelled :  his  face  was 
of  a  dark  complexion,  and  his 
8  eyes 
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«yes  feemed  as  if  ftarting  from  hi:^ 
head.  He  was  able,  however,  to 
relate  what  had  happened  in  the 
night.  He  mentioned  the  danger 
he  had  been  in,  of  fiifiucation; 
and  defired  to  he  let  blood.  The 
phyfician  refufcd  this.  You  are 
determined  then,  that  I  fhal!  pe- 
rifh,  faid  the  marquifs.  You 
would  not,  furcly,  wilh,  faid  Bye, 
that  1  Ihould  halten  your  death. 
While  he  was  fpeaking  thefe 
words,  the  fuffocation  increafeJ. 
His  face  became  quite  black.  He 
attempted  to  bid  adieu  to  the  mar- 
cliionefs,  who  was  by  the  bed- 
fide  ;  and  then,  yielding  to  his 
!alt  efforts  to  breathe,  bowed  down 
his  head,  and  expired. 

Bye  immediately  informed  Boer- 
haave  of  this  event,  to  whom  he 
'had  everv  day  communicated  the 
llaie  of  the  patient.  Enerhaave 
came  to  him  ;  and  they  were  ptr- 
mitted  to  open  the  body. 

Boerhaave,  before  this  opera- 
tion, was  willing  to  reded  on  all 
the  circumftances  of  the  dileafe  ; 
to  fee  whether  he  could  not  fore- 
tel,  what  he  fliould  difcover  on 
dilTedion  ;  and  thus,  fay  what 
part  was  difeafed.  But  this  great 
man  candidly  own?,  that  he  was 
unable  to  detcruiine  any  thing 
before  hand ;  and  he  reqjelts  the 
reader  to  judge,  for  himlelf,  from 
the  circumliances  he  has  related, 
of  what  might  be  the  ellLntial 
caufes  of  the  iViarquifs's  death 
before  he  goes  any  farther. 

The  body  was,  cxternally»  of  a 
very  healthy  appearance  ;  and,  not- 
withltanding  tiie  marquifs's  long 
abilinence,  and  extreme  fufftr- 
Ings,  he  was,  by  no  means,  ema- 
ciated. The  abdomen  only,  was 
a  little  fwelled.  This  tenfioii 
rendered  Boerhaave  very  attentive. 
He  even  ventuicd  to  fay  to  ihc  af- 


fiibnt«,    that    they   were    going    to 
difcover  the  caufe. 

On  opening  the  breafl,  there 
immediately  fpouted  out  a  ilre.im 
of  limpid,  vellow,  infipid  water. 
Boerhaave  reflefted  a  moment,  on 
what  this  water  might  be,  and 
whether  it  was  not  a  drrfpfy  of  the 
breall,  which  had  lulfocated  the 
patient,  after  caufing  fo  many  ills. 
It  continued  to  flow,  during  the 
diflection,  but  in  lefs  quantity. 
The  breaft  feemed  to  be  filled  with 
water,  on  looking  into  it,  through 
this  narrow  opening.  Boerhaave 
introduced  his  finger  into  it,  and 
found  the  right  lobe  in  its  place, 
but  adliering  to  the  pleura.  He 
went  no  farther  on  that  fide,  bjt 
opened  the  left  cavity  of  the  bread, 
and  found  there  no  water:  but  the 
whole  lobe,  from  the  top  to  the  bot- 
tom, was  adhering  to  the  pleura. 
He  then,  carefully,  laid  this  part  of 
the  thorax  open;  taking  care,  rot 
to  diforder  any  part  of  ;t?  content?. 
The  moment  he  had  accomplifhed 
this,  he  faw,  that  from  the  neck, 
to  the  diaphragm,  the  whole  of 
the  cavity  was  filled  with  a  white 
fubfcance,  of  a  found  appearance, 
except  that,  in  the  middle  of  its. 
furface,  there  was  a  little  tumour, 
which  included  a  fluid,  of  a  milkv 
colo'.ir,  but  not  puri>I.:;nt.  This 
fubitance  was  pretty  hard  ar.d  uri'- 
form,  through  the  whole  of  its 
lurfuce.  Boerhaave  was  (lupified, 
at  the  fight  of  tills  fingular  phe- 
nomenon. This  fubHance  was 
much  more  conuderable  in  the 
left,  than  in  the  right  Hoe  of  the 
heart;  and  even,  ^-ntirely  filled  it. 
1'his  was  the  reafon,  why  the  lobe 
of  the  lungs,  was  piell'ed  fo  dole 
to  the  pleura,  oa  that  fide,  that 
neither  air,  r.or  blood  could  j>e- 
netrate  it  any  longer.  The  firfi: 
feat    of  liie    difardsT,   hiJ,   th-.-re- 
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fore,  probably,  been  in  the  left 
cavity,  under  the  fcapula;  and 
hence  the  pain  the  patient  com- 
plained of,  at  the  beginning.  ^ 

This  excrefcence"  had,  indeed, 
extended  to  the  right  fide  of  the 
breaft ;  but  Hill,  it  was  not  io 
confiderable  there,  as  not  to  leave 
fome  room  for  the  admiflion  of 
air,  and  for  fome  degree  of  aftion 
to  the  lobe,  on  that  fide,  in  refpi- 
ration.  The  great  veifels,  how- 
ever, and  even  the  heart  itfelf, 
with  its  pericardium,  were  puftied 
fomewhat  out  of  their  places.  The 
refpiration  could,  therefore,  only 
take  place,  in  this  lower  part  of 
the  right  cavity  of  the  thorax; 
bccaufc,  this  excrefcence  being  at 
the  top  of  the  breall,  where  it  is 
narrowcft,  in  the  human  fubjedt, 
the  lungs  were  preffed  down,  to- 
wards the  inierior  part  of  the  ca- 
vity, where  the  breaft  becomes 
fomewhat  wider.  This,  therefore, 
explains  the  extraordinary  efforts, 
made  by  the  patient,  to  draw  his 
breath  from  this  lower  part;  the 
bronchias  being  comprefled  above, 
by  this  fubRance.  Hence,  too, 
the  hollownefs  of  his  voice.  Be- 
fides  all  this,  the  right  lobe  was 
found  adhering  to  the  pleura,  only 
at  the  upper  part  of  the  breaft. 
About  the  middle,  it  was  feen  at- 
tached to  this  tumour ;  fo  that 
here  was  another  hindrance  to  the 
adion  of  this  lobe. 

Boerhaave  attempted  to  feparate 
the  whole  of  this  fubftance,  from 
the  other  parts,  to  which  it  was 
attached.  It  was  impoflible  to 
take  it  but  at  once,  and  entire, 
on  account  of  the  pericardium, 
lungs,  and  great  vefl"i;ls.  He  ex- 
tratted  it,  however,  in  the  be  ft 
manner  he  was  able,  and  found 
the  weight  of  it  to  be,  fix  pounds 
and    three    quarterj.     As    it    was 


light,  in  proportion  to  its  fjze, 
fome  idea  may  be  formed  of  its 
exceffive  bulk.  The  wnole  of 
this  fubftance,  was  as  white  as 
fnovv.  Here  and  there,  appeared 
a  milky  fluid,  on  cutting  into  it. 
No  veflels,  however,  were  to  be 
perceived  in  it,  excepting  thofe, 
to  which  it  was  attached.  Ex- 
cept the  fkin,  that  inclofed  the 
whole,  there  was  no  appearance  of 
any  cauls,  or  cavities,  or  mem- 
brane, within.  If  any  portion  of 
this  fubftance,  was  rubbed  between 
the  fingers,  it  melted  like  fat  oil. 
It  was,  therefore,  in  Boerhaave's 
opinion,  the  Xx\xt  fteatoma. 

The  difplacement  of  all  the 
thoracic  vifcera,  was  altogether  fin- 
gular.  This  i^ubftancc  had  puftied 
the  diaphragm  downwards ;  and 
this  had  otcafioned  the  tumefac- 
tion of  the  lower  belly,  which 
Boerhaave  noticed,  at  the  firft,  as 
a  fingular  appearance.  The  peri- 
cardium, being  united  to  the 
diaphragm,  had  followed  it,  and, 
of  courle,  removed  from  its  natu- 
ral fituation.  This  was  followed 
by  a  deprefiion  of  the  great  veflels. 
We  have  already  feen  the  ftate  of 
the  lungs. 

Here,  then,  was  a  new  example 
of  human  mifery.  A  mild,  undlu- 
ous,  an  innocent  humour,  occa- 
fioned,  by  its  abundance,  a  An- 
gular difeafe,  and  death ;  and 
this,  from  its  fixing  itfelf,  in 
too  great  a  quantity,  on  parts 
wliich  can,  in  no  degree,  be  com- 
prefl^ed,  without  danger.  We  learn 
from  this,  therefore,  that,  in  ex- 
traordinary difeai'es,  we  may  rea- 
fonably  fuppofe  fome  hidden  and 
unknown  taufe,  which  anatomy 
alone,  can  bi  likely  to  explain. 

it  were  to  be  wiflied,  frys  Boer- 
haave, that  the  experienced  phy- 
fician    might  be  able   to  difcover 
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the  fource  of  a  fimllar  complaint 
from  his  firft  feeing  the  patient ; 
and  that  he  might,  then,  be  able 
to  prevent  this  fat  from  fpreading, 
fo  as  to  form  fo  dellrudive  a  mafs. 
We  might  then  hope,  to  be  able 
to  prevent  the  cliforders  it  occa- 
fions ;  becaufe,  it  is  impollible  to 
refolve,  or  difiipate,  a  lleatoma 
that  is  once  formed,  unlels  its 
fituation  Iliould  admit  of  manual 
operation. 

Boerhaavc  confcircs,  that  he 
knew  no  itiedicine,  that  would 
prevent  a  beginning  ftcatoma  from 
enlarging ;  and  that  which  is  not 
to  be  done  externally,  muft  be 
lefs  pofTible  within.  Every  time, 
therefore,  fays  he,  that  I  hear 
great  talkers,  vaunting  their  re- 
medies, for  this  purpofe,  I  vvifh  to 
fee  them  cure  fchirrous  tumours ; 
occult,  and  ulcerated  cancers;  me- 
Jiceris ;  Iteatoma,  &c.  by  certain 
means  ;  and  thus  give  us  a  proof 
of  their  art.  As  for  my  part,  I 
have  obfervcd,  that  all  prudent, 
and  experienced  phyficians,  al- 
lowed their  infufiicicncy,  on  thefe 
occafions,  though  they  did  it  with 
regret. 

It  would  feem,  as  if  Boerhaave 
might  meet  with  fome  reproaches, 
for  his  method  of  treating  the 
Marquis,  before  this  complaint. 

Nothing  could  be  more  grate- 
ful, to  the  ignorant,  and  illiberal, 
men  of  little  minds,  and  of  a  nar- 
row way  of  thinking,  than  an  op- 
portunity of  cenfuring  fo  great  a 
genius  as  Boerhaave.  There  are, 
even  now,  perfons  of  this  difpofi- 
t:on,  who,  in  reading  this  narra- 
tive, will  perhaps  be  led  to  afcrlbe 
the  diforder  of  the  Marquis  to  the 
fuppreffion  of  the  hemorrhoids. 
But  the  great  Boerhaave  has  re- 
plied to  thefe  frivolous  judges,  by 
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faying  that  a  lleatoma  cannot  be 
derived  from  the  cure,  or  the  fup- 
prefilon  of  the  hemorrhoids  :  that 
he  had  cured  them,  neitiier  by 
cauftic,  nor  by  any  other  exttrral 
application,  but  by  mild,  emol- 
lient, and  deterfive  remedies  ;  and 
that  no  figns  of  plethcra  had  been 
perceived,  when  the  hemorrhoidal 
flux  ber^an  to  diminifh.  In  Ihorc, 
fays  he,  with  his  ufual  candour, 
and  dignity  of  mind,  let  every  one 
judge  freely,  and  fmcerely  for 
hinifelf ;  I  have  defcribed  the  dif- 
eafe,  fuch  as    I  faw  it. 

The  phyfician,  therefore,  as  well 
as  the  mathematician,  ha,-,  fulfill- 
ed his  duty,  when  he  has  proved, 
that  a  difficulty  is,  in  evc;y  fcnfe, 
and  point  of  view,  inexplicable. 
He  who  proves  a  difeafe  to  be 
impenetrable,  and,  cf  courfe,  in- 
curable, dcferves  as  much  of  our 
ellcem,  as  he  who  points  out  the 
feat  of  a  difeafe,  ar.d  the  method 
of  curing  it. 


Account  of  Mount  Vefuvius  in  the 
Tear  1777  ;  fyom  7ra-uels  into  the 
Two  Sicilies,  by  Henry  Swin- 
burne, E/q. 

THE  unavoidable  hurry  upon 
our  arrival  prevented  me 
from  vifiting  Vefuvius  while  the 
eruption  continued.  As  foon  as 
I  was  £t  liberty,!  hired  a  hackney 
ts\o-v;heeled  chaife,  called  a  Ca- 
leflb ;  which  is  no  anore  than  a 
very  uneafy  triangular  feat,  gilt 
and  bedaubed  with  g?-nay  colours, 
fixed  upon  an  axle-tree,  and  d. awn 
by  a  fingle  horfe.  Some  of  thefe 
hurfcs  fell  very  dear,  and  roata 
prodigious  rate,  always  in  .1  high 
trot.  The  driver  ftandi  behind, 
and  with  the  whip  and  voice  di- 
G  refts 
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hirer  holds  the  reins ;  but  is  not 
refpontible  for  any  milchief  the 
carriage  may  do,  iinlefs  he  alfo 
take  poiTeHion  of  the  lalh.  The 
reins  are  fallened  to  a  cavefTon, 
without  a  bit,  and  the  more  the 
animal  is  pulled,  the  fallerhe  goes  : 
a  hifs  flops  him. 

One    of   theic    chairs    conveyed 
me  about  eight  miles  from  Naples, 


Si 

refls    the    horfe's     motion.      The     tici,   hired  a  guide  and   mule,  and 

rode  up  through  the  vineyards  to 
the  foot  of  the  mountain,  where 
vegetation  terminates  in  a  long^ 
coarfe  grafs,  the  only  plant  that 
can  bear  the  vicinity  of  the  huv 
afiies  and  fulphureous  exhalations. 
I  afcended  the  fleep  cone  of  cin- 
ders in  a  direft  line,  op  to  the 
ancles  at  every  Itep  in  purple 
lukewarm  alhc?.  The  heat  was  not 
10  the  place  where  the  lava  ceafed  very  powerhil  till  we  came  within 
to  run,  after  filling  up  a  road,  a  few  yards  of  the  fummit,  and 
overturning  fome  cottages,  and  there  fmoke  breaks  out  through 
confuming  a  wide  trad  of  vine-  many  crannies.  On  the  Portici 
yards.  The  poplars,  to  which  fide  there  ii  very  little  lava,  ex- 
the  vines  were  tied,  were  burnt  or  cept  a  few  fcattered  tlones  that 
crufhed  beneath  the  weight  of  the  ferve  to  reit  upon.  It  is  impof- 
cooler  lumps  that  tumbled  off  on  fible  to  give  ajultidea  of  the  fa- 
each  fide  from  the  fiery  mafs.  tigue  of  this  climbing.  Before 
The  furface  of  this  black  and  now  that  day  I  had  mounted  fome  very 
ftagnant  river  is  very  uneven,  full  exalted  points  of  the  Alps,  and 
of  points  and  protuberances,  and  clambered  up  the  highefl  peak  of 
broken  into  chafms.  It  anfwers  the  Pyrenees,  without  feeling  fuch 
the  ideal  have  of  a  rocky  moun-  opprelHve  vvearinefs  and  exhauflion 
tain  overturned  into  a  valley,  and  of  fpirits  and  ftrength  as  T  expe- 
ihattered    to    pieces   by    an   earth-     rienced    on    Vefuvius.       Perhaps, 


quake.  In  colour,  the  lava  re- 
lembles  Hag,  or  the  firll  clearings 
of  an  iron  mine.  The  intenfe 
heat    that     ftill     ilTued    from     it, 


the  mephitic  effluvium,  which  at- 
tacked my  refpiration,  may  alfo 
have  liad  a  debilitating  efledl  upon 
my  nerves  and  mufcles.     I  fliould 


though  the  flames  were  not  vifible  hardly  have   been  able  to  proceed, 

by  day- light,  kept   me   at   a   dif-  had  1   not  held  by  my  guide,  who 

tance.      By    night,    fire    may    be  went   before    with    a  handkerchief 

i'een    through    the    crevices    of  the  tied    round  his    waill. 

dulky  CTult.     It  had    run  clofe   to  1  confefs  I  was  a  good  deal  dif- 

a    lava   of  feventeen    years    date,  appointed    on    reaching   the   fum- 

which  is   not  yet  fufliciently  tritu-  niit  ;    for  the     dcfcriptions    I    had 

rated  by    the   aftion  of  air,  to  af-  read  had  raifed  in   my  imagination 

ford     hold     to    the   feeds    of    any  an    expe(ftation  of  every  thing  that 

plant,   except    a  long  hoary  mofs.  could    be  glaring    and  ftriking    in 

commonly  the   firll  fettler  on  thefe  colours,   pompous   and  tremendous 

cinders,  which  are  infinitely  fofter,  jn  a  fcene  of  igneous  phaenomcna  ; 

and  fooner  crumbled  to  duil,  than  but   the    late   eruption   had,    for  a 

t\,c  Sciarras  of  JEtna..  time,  laid  all  the    mountain's  fury 

Arer     fatisfying     my     curiofity  afleep,  and  every    thing   vvas    dull 

.      !    ;o    atientive    examination  of  and  dark.     The    vent,    by    which 

'  ;:  'b,    1   returned  to   Per-  the  lava   ran  oat,   is  much   below 

the 
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the  top  of  the  mountain,  and  011 
that  fide  the  fulphureous  fleams  are 
very  pungent.  I  was  on  the  point 
of  returning  rather  frullrated  of 
my  hopes,  when  a  curling  column 
of  fmoke  and  flame  rofe  flowly 
out  of  the  gloomy  abyTs,  and 
brought  up  with  it  a  thick  white 
cloud,  that  had  hitherto  rendered 
the  crater  impervious  to  my  fight. 
The  wind  quickly  caught  hold  of 
this  column,  and  whirled  it  round 
the  immenle  caldron  feveral  times 
with  inconceivable  ficife  and  ve- 
locity, till  it  forced  part  of  the 
fmoke  to  fly  off  hGri7ontaIly  from 
fhe  mountain,  and  dallied  the  re- 
mainder back  into  its  original  ca- 
vern. During  this  corfli(^l,  on  the 
oppofite  fide  to  that  where  we 
flood,  I  had  a  pefp  very  far  into 
tlie  crater.  Th.e  fides  ieemed  all 
Java  and  fcoria,  with  very  little 
variety  in  the  tints,  clofed  at  bot- 
tom by  an  impenetrable  fcrcen  of 
fmoke.  I  have  feen  old  ruined 
coalpits,  that  afford  a  tolerable 
idea  of  this  volcanic  kettle.  As 
foon  as  the  fmoke  was  driven  away, 
the  roaring  below  grew  loud,  and 
frequent  explofions  were  heard 
v.'ith  a  hollow  found  ;  and  at  every 
throe,  which  caufed  a  very  confi- 
derable  commotion  in  the  thin 
arch  on  which  we  flood,  a  fhovver 
of  red-hot  ftones  was  Ihot  up ; 
but  not  rifing  many  feet  above 
the  mountain,  they  did  not  come 
within  the  fweep  of  the  wind,  and 
fb  fell  back  perpendicularly  into 
the  rumbling  gulf. 

I  fhall  not  prefume  to  invefligate 
minutely  the  origin,  compofition, 
or  operations  of  the  momuain,  as 
we  have  ample  information  on 
this  fubjed  in  the  works  of  Sir 
William  Hamilton.  His  know- 
ledge of  the   volcano  is    fo  com- 


plete, and  reputation  on   that  head 
fo    firmly    efiablifhed     at    Naples, 
that  more  than  once   the  court   has 
wailed   to  regulate  its   flay  at  Por- 
tici,  or  removal   from  thence,    till 
he  had  declared,  when  he  thought 
the    eruption     would     begin,    and 
what  diredlion  the   lava  was  likely 
to    follow.      Many    writers  of  dii- 
fertations    on      ignivomous    moun- 
tains have  been  led  into    a  laby- 
rinrh  of   miftakcs,    falfe    pofitions, 
and    falfe    confequences,   by   trufl- 
ing     folely     to     the     relations    of 
others,  and  not   being  at  the  pains 
of  examining  the  phienomena  with 
their  own  eyes.     Whoever  hns  not 
had    the   advantage   of    infpefling 
an  aflive  volcano,    fhould   not   pre- 
fume   to  write    upon    that   fubje(^, 
as    he    muft    unavoidably  fall    into 
error,  in  fpite  of  all  the  learning, 
combinations,     and     fagacity     the 
wit  of  man  is  fufceptible  of.     In- 
deed,    fome    authors,     who    have 
h;-:d  Vefuvius   before  their   eyes  for 
forty    years,    have    likwife    fallen 
into  rtrange    indefenfible    opinions 
concerning    its     component    parts, 
original   formation,    and   modes   of 
operating.      Attachment    to  fyflem 
mifieads    us    all,     and     frequently 
caufes    us    to    fee    thing?,    not    as 
they   are,  but    as    we  vviOi  to   find 
them.     Nothing  but  the   defire  of 
proving  Vefuvius  to  be  a   primor- 
dial mountain,    and  not    the    pro- 
duce    of    eruptions,     could     have 
brought  Padre  delia   I'orre   to  be- 
lieve,   that    he    favv   regular,    ori- 
ginal,     calcarious,      and     granite 
Itrata,  far  down   in    the  bowels  of 
the  mountain  ;     where,    if   he  faw 
any  thing,   it  was  probably  flreaks 
of  fulphureous   and    mineral    tftlo- 
refccnces  adhering  to   the   coats  of 
the    funnel.     Nothing     but    fyllem 
could  have  fo  blinded  Richard,  as 
G  2  to 
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to  prevent  his  finding  a  fingle 
pumice  -  Hone,  or  other  mark  oi 
fire,  in  the  rocks  of  Polilipo, 
where  anv  trivial  obfervcr  may 
R-iCct  vviih  innumerable  black  cal- 
cined ftoncs,  though  he  may  not 
be  fufficiently  converfant  in  the 
lubjeifl  to  difcover,  that  the  whole 
rock  owes  its  birth  to  the  work- 
ings of  volcanic  fire^.  Without 
prejudices  of  this  kind,  could 
other  authors  have  feen  nothing  in 
Monte  Somma,  and  the  hills  of 
Naples,  but  primitive  fubllances, 
unaltered  fince  the  deluge  ;  when, 
in  reality,  every  ftone  befpeaks  a 
fiery  origin  ? 

To  be  convinced  that  \^efuvlns 
has  been  railed  from  the  level  of 
the  plains,  or,  more  properly 
fpeaking,  of  the  fea,  by  the  fole 
aftion  of  fire  contained  in  its 
bowels,  requires,  methinks,  no- 
thing but  an  eye  accu Homed  to 
obferve,  and  a  found  judgment 
unbiaJTed  by  party.  I  own  I  c:in- 
not  entertain  a  doubt  of  it,  after 
having  confidered  the  infulated 
pofition,  and  apparent  compon- 
tion  of  the  mountain,  together 
with  the  foil  of  all  the  adjacent 
country ;  after  having  reflected 
upon    the  birth   of  Monte    Nuovo 


thrown  up  to  the  perpendicurla'r 
heigh:  of  two  hundred  feet,  in 
the  Ihort  fpace  of  forty-eight 
Itoups  ;  and  upon  the  apparition 
of  many  iflandi  railed  out  of  the 
bofcm  of  the  waters  by  fubmarine 
fires,  of  which  both  ancient  and 
modern  hiilory  afford  examples. 
The  ifland  of  Afcenfvon,  and 
many  in  the  Archipelago,  one  of 
wliich  rofe  out  of  the  fea  in  1707, 
conipleatly  prove  this  affertion. 
The  origin  of  the  ifle  of  Rhodes, 
as  related  in  Pindar's  feventh 
Olympic,  feems  to  be  of  the  fame 
clafs.  This  poet  calls  Rhodes  a 
native  of  the  floods,  and  tells  us', 
"  that  ancient  tales  of  men  relate, 
"  that  when  Jupiter  and  the  Gods 
"  divided  the  earth,  R.hodes  was 
"  not  vifible  amidll  the  marine 
**  waves,  but  lay  hid  in  the  brioy 
"  deep  *."  Apollo,  being  ab- 
fent,  v/as  left  out  of  the  partition- 
treaty,  and,  on  his  appearance, 
Jupiter  would  have  proceeded  to 
a  freih  divifion  ;  but  the  God  of 
day  declined  the  offer,  contenting 
himfelf  with  dominions  that  did 
not  interfere  with  any  god's  Ihare  : 
"  for  (lays  he)  I  behold  in  the 
"  frothv  fea  a  fruitful  land  rifmg 
•'  iroin    the    bottom."      And    ac- 
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cordingly,  as  he  fpoke,  "  Lo  !  the 
*'  ifland  {hot  up  out  of  the  waters." 
Jt  is  eafy  to  trace  this  fable  to  its 
fourcc,  the  heaving  up  of  the  foil  at 
the  bottom  of  the  i'ca  by  the  vehe- 
mence of  fire. 

Whatever    may   have    been    the 
orisin     of    Vefnviu;,     vvliethcr    as 

o  ,  ... 

a  mountain  it  be  coeval  with  the 
firil-created  protuberances  of  this 
globe,  or  whether  it  be  an  irre- 
gular jjrodudion  of  ages  fubfc- 
quent  to  the  creation,  this  we 
may  fafely  affirm,  that  it  has  been 
a  volcano  beyond  the  reach  of 
hiilory  or  tradition.  Long  before 
it  laid  Herculaneum  walle,  it  was 
defcribed  by  authors  as  bearing 
the  marks  of  fire  on  its  fummic. 
Some  even  fay,  the  report  of  its 
having  vomited  Haraes  went  fo 
ii\T  back  into  antiquity  as  to 
border  upon  fable.  A  moft  ani- 
mated dcfcription  of  its  ravages 
in  79  is  left  us  by  the  younger 
Pliny,  who  was  a  woeful  witnefs 
to  all  he  relates.  From  that  time, 
it  now  and  thtn  burft  out,  and 
alarmed  the  neiglibouring  coun- 
try ;  but  feemcd  by  decrees  to 
lofe  its  vigour,  till,  in  the  lower 
ages,  it  fcarce  gave  fufiicient 
alarm  to  merit  a  place  in  the  chro- 
sicles  of  the  times.  In  1631,  it 
broke  out  again  with  accumulated 
fury,  and  fpread  fuch  dcvallation 
around,  as  almort  equalled  the 
horrors  of  the  firft  year  of  Tilus. 
Since  that  epocha,  it  has  had  its 
periods  of  turbulence  and  rcpofe  ; 
and  of  late  years  it  has  fo  re- 
doubled its  violance,  as  to  emit 
fmnke  continually,  and  every  year, 
at  leall  a  torrent  of  lava.  Whence 
it  draws  its  immenfe  fupplies  of 
combultibles,  and  how  long  its 
prefent  cone  will  be  able  to  bear 
thefe  unremicting  effort?,    exceeds 


the  power  of  all  human  calcula- 
tion. I  b:;lieve,  however,  that 
with  all  its  terrors,  Vcfuvius, 
opea  and  aftive,  is  lefs  hoRIe  to 
Naples,  than  it  would  be,  if  its 
eruptions  were  to  ceafe,  and  its 
flruggles  were  to  be  confined  to  its 
bowels  :  then  undoubtedly  would 
enfue  moft  fatal  fljocks  to  the  un- 
ft.ible  foundation  of  the  Terra  di 
Lavoro. 

The  day  being  clear,  I  made 
fome  flay  on  the  top,  to  obtain  ajull 
idea  of  the  topography  of  this  curi- 
ous country.  I'here  cannot  be  a 
more  advantageous  rtation  for  exa- 
mining Naples  and  its  environs,  as 
Vefuvius  Hands  fingle,  at  a  di- 
flance  from  all  other  mountains, 
and  commands  the  plains  of  Nola, 
Capua,  and  Sarno,  the  chain  of 
the  Apennines,  the  promontory 
of  Sorrento,  the  hills  and  gulf  of 
Naples,  with  all  its  iflands.  I 
obferved,  that  the  ridge  extending 
weftward  from  Poggio  Reale  to 
Moiue  Gauro,  is  entirely  fepa- 
rated  by  the  plains  from  every 
other  eminence,  and  conllitutes  a 
vafl  detached  promontory,  full  of 
lake.^  and  holloas,  the  craters  of 
extinft  volcanos.  On  furveying 
thofe  regions  from  this  elevated 
pinagle,  it  appeared  to  me,  that, 
in  times  of  the  remotell  antiquity, 
there  may  have  exilted  an  enor- 
mous flaming  mountain,  with  its 
centrical  point  between  Ifchia  and 
the  Camaldoli,  and  that  Solfatara, 
Altruni,  Barbaro,  &c.  may  be  but 
the  excrefcences  and  montagnuole 
of  one  gigantic  mafs,  which  af:er 
exhaalling  its  force,  and  wearing 
out  the  lurface,  till  it  grew  unable 
to  fupport  its  own  weight,  may 
have  funk,  and  been  overv^helmed 
by  the  waves.  1  he  gulf  of  Baia, 
and    the    channels    of  Ifchia    and 

G    5  Procida, 
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Proclila,  may    have    been    formed  feeble  in    comparifon  of  the   tides 

by    this    cataclyfm.      The    fi7e  of  in    the   ocean  :    however,  it   ferves 

^tna   renders    fuch*  an  extent    no  to    keep   the   waters  of  this    land- 

objedlion    to    my    hypothefis,     and  locked  bay  fweet,  and   to  bring    in 

Ihckvs  to  what  a  monRrous  bulk  a  caravans    of  filTi,    that    fatten    and 


mountain  can  Avel!  itielf.  Monte 
Epomco  in  Ifchia,  and  the  Camal- 
doli,  r.re  both  abruptly  broken 
down  facing  each  other,  and  both 
flope  off  very  gradually  different 
ways,  till  one  is  loii  in  the  Campi 
Leborini,  and  the  other  finks  into 
the  fea. 


breed  in  its  quiet  pools.  When  the 
Scirocco  blows  hard,  the  waves  are 
driven  up  with  great  violence,  and 
navigation  becomes  perilous  for 
fmall  veffels. 

The  firll  objefts  of  my  curioCty 
were  the  beds  of  Cozzenere,  or 
niiifcles,  the  greateft  and  moft  con- 
ftant  fUpply  of  the  market.  7'heir 
fpawn  is  dropt  in  the  mud.  About 
the  twenty>-fiiil  of  JVIarch,  little 
niulcles     bec'in     to   rife    up,    and 


Seme  Account   of  the    Mare   FiccoJo 

c/'Taranto— 0///J  Shell-Fifh  ,      -    a,        j-         u      u 

—  .///.^Nautilus— Cord  — flW    chng  to  lotig  ftakes  driven  by  the 
Pinna  Marina  ;  from  the  fame. 


DEVOTED  the  afternoon  to 

a  water  party,  taking  with  me 

one  of  the  oldcii  and  moil  intelli- 
gent of  the  Tarentine   filhermen. 


fifhermen  into  the  water  under 
the  city  wall,  and  in  the  caftle 
ditch.  There  they  thrive  and  grow 
in  ftill  water,  while  the  wafhings  of 
the  ftreets  fupj  ly  them  with  rich 
and  copious  nutriment.     In  Augufl 


to  ihew  me  the  fifhing  and  fpawn-  they  are  as  big  as  almonds,  and  are 

ing    places,    and    explain    the   dif-  then  drawn  up  with  the  poles,   and 

ferent     feafons     and     methods     of  fown  on  the  oppofite  of  the  Mare 

catching  fifh.     We  took  boat,   and  Piccolo,    among    the     frelh-water 

rowed    up  the    fouthern     fhore    of  fprings. 

the   Mare    Piccolo,     with    an     in-  About    the     middle    of  Oiftober 

tention    of  meafuring     the     whole  they   are  again  dragged  up,  fepa- 


circumference,  which  Strabo  fixes 
at  one  hundred  ftadia,  or  twelve 
Englllh  miles  and  an  half.  Ac- 
cordinc:    to     my    calculation,    the 


rated,  and  fcattered  over  a  larger 
fpace.  In  fpring  they  are  brought 
to  market,  long  before  they  arrive 
at    their  full    growth.     This   halle 


circuit  of  the  weftern  part  is  not  proceeds  from  the  avidity  of  the 
more  than  half  as  great  as  that  of  officers  of  the  revenue,  who  re- 
the  eaftern  one  ;  and  both  together,  ceive  a  duty  of  four  carlini  a  can- 
by  a  rough  ellimate,  are  about  fix-  taro  for  them,  whether  old  or 
teen  miles.     This   increafe  may  be  young. 

accounted  for  by  the  deftrudl'on  of  When    a    long    continuance    of 

all    the   parapets   arid   walls    of  the  heavy  rains  fvve'ls   the  little  ftreams 

old  city,  the  wearing   away  of  the  that   difcharge  themfelves   into  this 

banks,  and  overflowing  of  the  low  gulf,     the  waters    become   muddy, 

grounds.     A   tide    is  very   percep-  and  thefe  fifh   are  then  obferved  to 

tible,    efpecially    when   the   moon  grow  diftempered,   rotten,  and  un- 

changes,  and    ftil)   more  fo  at  the  wholefome.       The    caufe     of    this 

foiflices  .and   equinoxes ;  but  very  malady  lies    in    the  noxious  frag- 

mcuu 
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nients  of  animal?,  putrid  vege- 
tables, oily,  bituminous,  and  ful- 
phureous  particles,  vvalhcd  from 
the  earth  by  the  fhowers.  They 
cut  the  tender  fibres  or  fingers 
which  the  filh  (Iretches  out,  mif- 
taking  them  for  wholefome  food. 
The  wounded  parts  fefter,  and 
poifon  the  whole  body.  It  is  an 
obfervation  made  here,  and  con- 
firmed by  long  experience,  that 
all  the  teftaceous  tribe  is  fuller, 
fatter  and  more  delicate,  during 
the  new  and  full  moon,  than  in 
the  firfl  and  Jail  quarters.  The 
difference  is  accounted  for  by  the 
tides  and  currents,  which  fet  in 
flronger  in  the  new  and  full  moon, 
and  bring  with  them  large  quan- 
tities of  bruifed  fiihes,  inl'eds, 
fruits,  and  other  fattening  nur- 
ture. I  was  afTured  that  nothing 
caufes  fifh  to  fpoil  fooner  than 
leaving  them  expofed  to  the  beams 
of  the  moon  ;  and  that  all  pru- 
dent fifhermen,  when  out  by 
night,  cover  what  they  catch  with 
an  awning.  If  they  meet  with 
any  dead  fidi  on  the  ftranjl,  or  in 
the  market,  they  can  always 
difcern,  by  its  colour  and  fiabbi- 
nefs,  if  it  be  allunato,  moon- 
ilruck ;  and,  except  in  cafes  of 
great  neceflity,  abllain  from  it  as 
unwholefome.  Not  having  an  op- 
portunity of  verifying  this  afler- 
tion,  I  give   it  as  doubtful ;  for  I 


know  the  Italians  are  apt  to  attri- 
bute to  the  baneful  influence  of 
the  moon  many  llrange  efFcdts, 
which  philofbphers  of  other  na- 
tions do  not  afcribe  to  it.  No 
Italian  will  lie  down  to  fleep, 
where  moonlliine  can  reach  him. 

The  Cozze  Pelofe,  or  velvet 
mufcle,  is  firlt  dragged  for  in  the 
Great  Sea,  and  then  fcattered  to 
breed  on  Sciaie,  or  heaps  of  ftones 
funk  by  the  fifhermen  at  every 
head-land  of  the  Mare  Piccolo. 

Under  the  Piano,  or  eallern 
fliore,  are  the  oyfter  -  beds :  no 
coall  affords  a  more  exquifite  fort. 
In  winter,  large  hampers  of  them 
are  fent  over-land  to  Naples.  The 
feafon  is  confined  by  law  to  a  termi 
between  the  2 5th of  November  and 
Barter  Sunday, 

Brundufium  was  the  great  fup- 
plier  of  oyikrs  for  the  Roman 
tables.  From  that  port,  the  fpawn 
was  carried  to  flock  their  public 
refcrvoirs  at  the  Lucrene  Lake, 
near  Baias ;  and  no  mention  is 
made  by  the  ancients  of  the  excel- 
lence of  any  Tarentine  fhell-fiflx 
except  the  fcallop*.  It  is  there- 
fore not  unlikely  that  oyfter-fpawn 
has  been  brought  to  Taranto  from 
Brindifi,  and  better  preferved  than 
at  the  original  bed,  where  the  ob- 
flrudions  in  the  mouth  of  the  har- 
bour have  ruined  all  the  fiflieriesf. 

The  papyraceous  Nautilus  is 
fome- 


*  Peijiinibus  patiilis  jafkat  fe  molle  Tarentiim.  HoR.  Sat. 

■\  \  received  from  my  friend,  F.  Ant.  Minafi,  the  following  lift  of  flicll-fifli 
found  in  tlie  Tarentine  waters.  He  drew  it  up  according  to  the  Linnxan 
iyltem  from  a  large  afibrtment  of  I'pecimens,  wliich  he  was  comininioncii  to 
clafs,  before  they  were  prefented  by  the  Archbilhop  of  Taranto  to  the  Infant 
Don  Gabriel.  Had  my  learned  correfpondent  had  an  opportunity  of  viliting 
thofe  feas,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  his  piercing  and  experienced  eye  would 
have  difcovered  other  Iptcies,  if  not  genera,   of  fiihes. 

I,  Chiton  fquamofus  et  cinereus  2.  Lcpas  balanus 

G  4.  3.  Lejas 
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fometimes,  but  very  rarely,  fecn 
spreading  the  wonderful  mcchanifm 
or  its  fail  and  oars  in  the  fn'ooth  bays 
of  the  Mare  Grande  ;  and  fome- 
times    fifhermen    furpriie    trumpct- 


6. 
7- 
2. 

9- 
10. 
II. 

32. 

■13. 

?4- 

35« 

j6. 

17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 

27. 

2?. 


31. 

32. 
33- 
34. 

35- 
36, 

??■ 
33. 
•39, 
4-:> 
4J 
4-2^ 
43. 
44 
45. 
46. 

47  = 


Lepas  anatifcra 

Lepas     tf3  idinaria — altera     radiis 

6,  et  altera  5. 
Pholas    daftyius    cum    cardine   rc- 

cin-vai.>  coniiexomie  cartdagine 
Mya  pittoruna 
Solta  enfis 
Solen  legr.rr.en 
Sclsn  Ihigilatus 
Teiiina  anomala 
Tellina  carnaria 
TeJlina  roftrata 
TcLina  Punicea 
Tellina  fragilis 
Tellina  planata 
Cardium  aculeatum 
Cardium  edule 
Cardium  rufticuni 
Madra  ftrlatula 
Donax  trunculus. 
Venus Iffila 
Venus  Paphia 
Venus  c::liypige 
Venus  detioraia 
Spondylus  Gsederopus 
Chama  antiquata 
Area  Noae 
Area  barbata 
Anomia  ephiilium 
Myiiius  edulis 
Pinna  nobilis 
Argonauta  Argo 
Brxcinum  galea 
Buccinum  maculalnm 
Buccinuni  Tritonis 
Echinus  Cidaris 
Echinus  efculentus 
Eciinus  faxatilis 
Ec'jii'is  Piamillaris 
Ediinus  piacenta 
S-ip'iIa  anguina 
Oitrea  edulis 
Orcre^.  Joccbea 
Oftvea  builata 
Oinea  pufjo 
OTrea  far  guinea 
Ollrea  vaiia 


fhells  of  a  prodigious  bulk  afleep, 
floating  on  the  furface  of  the  water 
in  a  fultry  day. 

\  ery  iine  branchy  coral  is  found 
along    the    C03II:  caft  of   the  city. 

4-8.  OPa-ea  lima 

49.  Odrea  radula 

50.  Cyprea  talpa 

51.  Cyprea  luiida 

52.  Cyprea  caput  ferpentls 

53.  Cyprea  pediculus 
54..  Conns  monaclius 

55.  Bu'ia  aptuta 

56.  Bulla  N:\ucus 

57.  Bulla  hydatis . 

58.  Voluta  cancellala 

59.  Voluta  glabella 

60.  Buccinum  echinophorum 

6 1 .  Strombus  pes  pellicani 

62.  Strombus  lentiginoius 

63.  Murex  faxatilis 

64.  Murex  reticularis 

65.  Murex  coftatus 

66.  Murex  cutaceus 

67.  Miu"ex  pufio 

68.  Murex  cornutus 

69.  Murex  erinaceus 

70.  Murex  pileare 

7 1 .  Murex  triqutter 

72.  Murex  fuibatus 

73.  Trochus  teflulatus 

74.  Trochus  umbiiicaris 

75.  Turbo  cochlus 

76.  Turbo  pullus 

77.  Turbo  nodolofus 

78.  Helix  piaa 

79.  Nerlta  littcralis 

80.  Nerita  canrsena 

8 1 .  Nerita  rufa 

82.  Haliotis  Midae 

83.  Patella  linuata 

84.  Pateda  lutea 

85.  Patella  ruftica  . 

86.  Patella  fufca 

87.  Patella  puftula 

88.  Patella  Grceca 

89.  Dentalium  dentalis 

90.  Dentalium  corneum 

91.  Serpula  arenaria 

92.  Serpula  vcrmicularis 
53.  Serpula  contortuplicata. 

The 
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The  places  are  kept  a  profound 
fecret.  Marks  are  fet  up  on  land, 
by  which  the  Tarentines  lleer  their 
courfe,  and  iink  their  hnoks  and 
crols-beams  exactly  in  the  middle 
of  a  coral  b-jd,  while  llrangers 
muft  row  about  a  whole  day  drag- 
ging, without  a  guide,  or  certain- 
ty of  bringing  up  a  fingle  twig. 
There  was,  a  few  years  ago,  fuch 
abundance  of  coral  near  thele 
fliores,  that  a  boat's  crew  was  once 
knovvn  to  draw  up  in  one  day  as 
much  as  fold  for  five  hundred  du- 
cats (93 /.  15.'.)  Large  pieces  may 
be  had  for  about  five  ducats  per  ro- 
tolo,  which  a:  Taranto  contains  only 
thirteen  onnces. 

Under  Cape  St.  Vito,  once  fa- 
mous for  an  abbey  of  Bafilian 
monks,  and  in  nicll  parts  of  the 
Mare  Grande,  the  rocks  are 
ftudded  with  the  Pinna  Marina. 
This  bivalvcd  Ibell  of  ine  mufcle 
tribe  frequently  exceeds  two  feet 
in  length.  It  faltenj  itfelf  to  the 
ftones  by  its  hinge,  and  throws 
out  a  large  tuft  of  filky  threads, 
which  float  aad  play  about  to  al- 
lure fmall  filh :  amidit  thefe  fila- 
ments is  generally  found,  befides 
other  infedts,  a  fmall  flirimp,  called 
by  the  ancients.  Cancer  Pinno- 
theres, by  the  modern  Tarentines, 
Caurella.  This  little  cruftaceous 
animal  was  imagined  to  be  gene- 
rated with  the  Pinna,  and  ap- 
pointed by  nature  to  aft  as  a 
watchman,  in  apprizing  it  of  the 
approach  of  prey  or  enemies  ;  and 
that,  upon  the  lead  alarm,  this 
guard  ilipt  down  into  the  fhell, 
which  was  inllantly  clofed  :  but 
more  accurate  oblervers  have  dil- 
covered,  that  the  poor  fhrimp  is 
no  more  than  a  prey  itielf,  and 
by  no  means  a  centinel  for  the 
mufcle,    which    in    its    turn   fre- 


qv,»ntly  falls  a  viftim  to  the  wiles 
01  the  Polypus  Odopedia.  In 
very  ca'm  weather,  this  rapacious 
pirate  may  be  feen  Healing  to- 
wards the  yawning  (hells  with  a 
pebble  in  his  claws,  which  he 
darts  fo  dexteroudy  into  the  aper- 
ture, that  the  Pinna  cannot  fhut 
itfelf  up  clofe  enough  to  pinch  ofF 
the  feelers  of  its  antagoniit,  or  fave 
its  flefh  from  his  ravenous  tooth. 
The  Pinna  is  torn  off  the  rocks 
with  hooks,  and  broken  for  the 
fake  of  its  bunch  of  filk  c  lied 
Lanapenna,  which  is  fold,  in  its 
rude  Itate,  for  about  fifteen  car- 
lini  a  pound,  to  women  thatw.lh 
it  well  with  foap  and  frefli  water* 
When  it  is  perledtly  cleanled  of 
all  its  impurities,  they  dry  it  in 
the  Ihade,  ftraiten  it  with  a  large 
comb,  cut  of  the  ufelefs  root,  and 
card  the  remainder ;  by  which 
means  they  reduce  a  pound  of 
coarfe  filaments  to  about  three 
ounces  of  fine  thread.  This  they 
knit  into  llockings,  gloves,  caps, 
and  wailkoats :  but  they  com- 
monly mix  a  little  filk  as  a 
firengthener.  This  web  is  of  a  beau- 
tiful  yellow  brown,  rcfembhng  the 
burnilhed  gold  on  the  back  of 
fome  flies  and  beetles.  I  was  told 
that  the  Lanapenna  receives  its 
glofs  from  being  fleeped  in  lemon 
juice,  and  being  afterwards  prefi'ed 
down  with  a  caylor's  goole. 


Natural  H.Jlory  of  the  Tarantula; 
from  thejame. 

'~T^  HIi  Tarantula  is  a  fplder 
X  of  the  third  fpecics  of  Lin- 
nxus's  fourth  family,  with  eight 
eyes,  placed  four,  tvvo  and  two ; 
its  colour  commonly  a  very  dark 
grey,  but  varies  according  towage 

"and 
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and  food.  The  bulk  of  its  fore-part 
is  almoll  double  that  of  the  hind 
part  ;  the  back  of  its  neck  railed 
high,  and  its  leg  faort  and  thick. 
It  lives  in  bare  fields,  where  the 
lands  are  fallow,  but  not  very 
hard;  and,  from  its  antipathy  to 
damp  and  fliade,  chcofes  for  its 
refidence  the  rifmg  part  of  the 
ground  facing  the  ealL  Its  dwell- 
ing is  about  four  inches  deep,  and 
ialf  an  inch  wide;  at  the  bottom  it 
is  curved,  and  there  the  infedl  fits  in 
wet  weather,  and  cuts  its  way  out, 
if  water  gains  upon  it.  It  weaves 
a  net  at  the  mouth  of  the  hole. 
Thefe  fpiders  do  not  live  quite  a 
year.  In  July  they  flied  their 
ikin,  and  proceed  to  propagation, 
which,  from  a  mutual  diftruft,  as 
they  frequently  devour  one  ano- 
ther, is  a  work  undertaken  with 
great  circumfpedion.  They  lay 
about  feven  hundred  and  thirty 
eggs,  which  are  hatched  in  the 
fpring ;  but  the  parent  does  not 
live  to  fee  her  progeny,  having 
expired  early  in  the  winter.  The 
Ichneumon  fly  is  their  moll  formi- 
dable  enemy. 


^«  Accou7it  of  JoJiie  Experiment i  nn 
Mercury  and  Sil-vtr,  made  c.t 
Guildford,  in  May  1782,  in  the 
Laboratory  of  J.  Price,  M.  B. 
F.  R.  S. 

Experiment  I. 

Made  May  the  6th,  1782,  before 
the  Re-v.  Mr.  Anderfon  ;  Capt. 
Francis  Grofe  ;  Mr.  Ruflell  and 
Mr.  D.  Grofe,  the  Gentlemen 
mentioned  in  the  Introduction  as 
the  tnojl  proper  Witneffes  of  the 
Proce/sy  then  rejident  in  Guild- 
ford. 

HALF   an    ounce    of   mercury 
provided    by    Capt.    Grofe 


(bought  at  an  apothecary's  of  the 
town)  was  placed  in  a  finall  Heifian 
crucible,  brought  by  Mr.  Ruflell, 
on  a  flux  conipoied  of  borax, 
(alfo  brought  by  him)  a  fmall 
piece  of  charcoal  taken  out  of  a 
fcuttle  (fortuicoufly)  by  Mr.  D. 
Grol'e,  and  exaniined  by  the  reft  of 
the  company;  and  a  fmall  piece 
of  nitre,  alfo  taken  cut  without 
feledion,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ander- 
fon, from  a  quantity  in  common 
ufe,  in  the  laboratory  ;  thefe  be- 
ing pounded  together  in  a  mortar 
which  all  the  company  had  pre- 
vioully  infpedled,  were  prefled  down 
into  the  crucible  with  a  fmall  peftle  : 
on  this  flux  the  mercury  was  pour- 
ed by  Mr.  Anderfon,  and  iipon  it 
Haifa  grain,  carefully  weighed  out 
by  Mr.  Ruflell,  of  a  certain  pow- 
der of  a  deep  red  colour,  furniihed 
by  Dr.  P.  was  put  on  it  by  Mr. 
Anderfon. 

The  crucible  was  then  placed  in 
a  fire  of  a  moderate  red  heat  by 
Dr.  P.  who  from  his  greater  faci- 
lity in  managing  the  fire  from  long 
habit,  was  thought  molt  eligible  to 
conduct  the  experiment.  He  re- 
peatedly called  the  attention  of 
the  company  to  obferve  the  flages 
of  the  procefs,  and  to  remark  in 
every  part  of  it  that  any  vo- 
luntary deception  on  his  part  was 
impoflibie. 

In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
from  the  projection  of  the  powder, 
and  the  placing  of  the  crucible  in 
the  fire,  he  obferved  to  the  com- 
pany, who  on  infpeftion  found  his 
obfervation  true,  that  the  mer- 
cury, though  in  a  red  hot  crucible, 
lliewed  no  flgns  of  evaporation, 
or  even  of  boiling  :  the  fire  was 
then  gradually  raifed,  with  at- 
tention on  the  part  of  the  com- 
pany, and  repeated  calls  for  that 
attention  from  Dr.  P.  that  no  un- 
due 


NATURAL     HISTORY. 


9* 


due  addition  might  be  made  to  the 
matter  in  the  crucible  ;  in  a  llrong 
glowing  red,  or  rather  white- 
red,  a  fmall  dip  was  taken  on  the 
point  of  a  clean  iron  rod,  and  when 
cold,  the  fcori/e  fo  taken  being 
knocked  off,  were  fhewn  to  the 
company,  and  found  replete  with 
final!  globules  of  a  whitilh  co- 
loured metal,  which  Dr.  P.  ob- 
ferved  to  them  could  not  be  mer- 
cury, as  being  evidently  fixed  in 
that  llrong  heat  :  but  as  he  repre- 
fented  to  them  tnight  he  an  inter- 
mediate fubftance  between  mer- 
cury and  a  more  perfed  metal. 

A  fmall  quantity  of  borax 
(brought  by  Mr.  R.)  was  then  in- 
jeifled  by  him,  and  the  fire  railed, 
but  with  the  fame  precautions  on 
the  part  of  Dr.  P.  to  fubjed  every 
thing  to  the  minute  infpedlion  of 
the  perfons  prefent ;  and  after 
continuing  the  crucibles  in  a 
ftrong  red-white  heat  for  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  it  was  care- 
fully taken  out,  and  gradually 
cooled  ;  on  breaking  it,  a  globule 
of  yellow  metal  was  found  at  bot- 
tom, and  in  the  fcori^  fmaller 
ones,  which,  coUedted  and  placed 
in  an  accurate  balance  by  Mr. 
Ruflell,  were  found  to  weigh/i///y 
ten  grains.  This  metal  was  in 
the  prefence  of  the  above-men- 
tioned gentlemen  fealed  up  in  a 
phial,  imprell'ed  with  the  feal  of 
Mr.  Anderfon,  to  be  fubmittcd 
to  future  examination,  though 
every  one  prefent  was  perfuaded 
that  the  metal  was  gold. 

The  feal  being  broke  the  next 
morning,  in  the  pretence  of  the 
former  company,  and  of  Captain 
Auften,  and  the  metal  hydroila- 
tically  examined,  the  weight  of 
the  larger  globule  (the  others  be- 
ijig   too   minute  for  this  mode  of 


examination)  was  found  to  be  in 
air  9  grains  and  a  quarter,  and  ia 
diflilled  water  of  temp.  Fahren. 
50  plus,  it  loft  fomething  more 
than  I  (but  not  quite  an  half)  of 
a  grain;  the  difference  was  not 
appreciable,  as  no  fmaller  weight 
than  the  eighth  of  a  grain  was  at 
hand,  but  was  judged  by  all  the 
company  to  be  nearly  interme- 
diate ;  i.  e.  /.  : — at  half  a  grain 
the  fp.  gr.  would  be  rather  more 
than  i8  :  I  ;  if  only  |  were  loll 
in  water,  the  fp.  gr.  would  exceed 
24  :  I.  the  intermediate,  would 
be  21.  i  nearly  ;  but  as  the  lofs 
feemed  rather  more  than  the  in- 
termediate, though  apparently  and 
decided  Icfs  than  half  a  grain,  the 
fpecific  gravity  muft  have  been 
nearly  as  20  :  i.  and  in  this  efti- 
mate  all  prefent  acquiefced. 

After  this  hydrollatical  exa- 
mination, the  globule  was  flat- 
tened by  percuffion  into  a  thin 
plate,  and  examined  by  Mr.  Ruf- 
fell,  in  the  manner  of  artifts  for 
commercial  purpofes  ;  on  finilhing 
his  fcrutiny,  he  declared  it  to  be 
as  good  gold  as  the  grain  gold  of 
the  refiners,  and  that  he  would 
readily  purchafe  fuch  gold  as  that 
which  he  had  juft  examined  at  the 
higheft  price  demanded  for  the 
pureft  gold. 

■f'he  plate  being  then  divided, 
one  half  was  before  the  company 
fealed  up  by  Mr.  A.  to  be  fub- 
mittcd to  a  trial  of  its  purity, 
which  Dr.  P.  propofed,  requefl- 
ing  his  friend  Dr.  Higgins,  of 
Greek-ftreet,  to  make  ;  the  re- 
mainder being  put  into  aq.  regia 
of  nit.  acid  and  fal.  ammon.  af- 
forded a  foluiion  fufficiently  rich, 
before  the  company  feparated,  to 
yield  with  fol.  of  tin.  a  richly  co- 
loured crirafon  precipitate.  " 

Capt, 
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Capt.  G.  was  accidentally  ab- 
fent  when  :he  precipitate  was  made, 
but  law  it  next  day.  In  about 
tour  hours  the  portion  of  metal 
employed  was  coiTipl  :tely  diffolv- 
ed  ;  and  the  next  morning,  before 
Capt.  and  Mr.  D.  Grofe,  and 
iVlr.  Ruilell,  (Mr.  A.  being  pre- 
vented  from  coming)  the  lolution 
being  divided  into  three  portions, 
the  following  experiments  were 
made  *. 

To  the  firfl:  portion,  diluted 
with  water,  was  added  a  quantity 
of  cauftic  vol.  allc.  and  the  preci- 
pitate, which  was  copious,  being 
duly  feparaled  and  dried,  about  a 
grain  of  it,  placed  on  a  tin  plate, 
was  heated  and  found  to  explode 
fmartly.  This  experiment  was 
repeated  three- times. 

To  the  fecond  portion,  diluted, 
was  added  a  portion  of  fol.  of  tin, 
in  aq.  reg.  A  beautiful  crimfon- 
CJ)loured  precipitate  was  imme- 
diately formed  in  confiderable 
quantity  ;  which,  when  dryed,  was 
mixed  with  a  fufible  frit,  com.- 
pcfed  of  flint- powder,  and  the 
lluxes  proper  for  the  ruby  glafs  of 
caffius,  in  the  proportion  of  5 
grains  of  the  precipitate  to  ^ij  of 
the  frit,  and  in  a  vitrifying  heat 
afforded  in  about  three  hours  a 
tranfparent  glafs,  which,  by  heat- 
ing again,  ailurriCd  an  elegant 
crimfon  colour :  and  the  remain- 
der which  continued  in  the  fire 
alfo  acquired  a  bright  red  colour. 

The  third  portion  being  mixed 


/ 

with  vitriolic  ether,  imparted  to 
it  the  ytllow  colour  given  to  this 
fluid  by  folutions  of  gold;  and  the 
ether  being  evaporated  in  a  fhal- 
low  vefl'cl,  a  thin  purplifh  pellicle 
adheied  to  the  fide,  Ipotted  in  fe- 
\eral  places  with  yellow. 

Dr.  Higgins  foon  after  receiv- 
ing the  piece  of  metal,  favoured 
the  author  with  an  anfwer,  in 
which  he  notiiied  that  the  packet 
came  to  him  under  the'  proper 
feal:— That  he  was  well  fiitisfied 
of  the  purity  of  the  gold  he  receiv- 
ed ;  and  that  he  conf.dered  the 
author's  experiments  as  exclufive- 
ly  fuflicient  to  have  afcertained 
tiie  nature  and  purity  of  the  me- 
tal. 

Experiment  II. 

lloM  at  Dr.  Price's  May'?>th,  1781, 
before  Sir  Phiiip  Clarke,  Dr, 
Spence.  tLe  Re-~j.  Mr,  Ander- 
fon,  C.-///.  Grofe,  Mr.  RufTell, 
and  Mr.  D.  Grofe. 

HALF  an  ounce  of  mercury, 
procured  from  one  Mr.  Cunning- 
liani,  an  apoihecary  of  the  town, 
was  placed  on  a  flux  compofed  of 
an  ounce  of  powdered  cnarcoal, 
two  drachms  of  borax,  and  one 
fcruple  of  nitre,  and  on  it  when  a 
little  warmed  projected  one  grain 
of  a  white  powder,  furnillied  by 
Dr.  Price 

After  the  crucible  had  acquired 
a  red  heat,  the  company  all  faw 
the  mercury  lying  quiet  at  the  bot- 


*  The  fmall  plate  falling  by  accident  on  a  globule  of  mercury  en  the  table, 
readily  amalgamated  with  it.  This  is  mentioned  in  confequence  of  an  obierv- 
ation  in  the  Critical  Re\it;w.  The  Sniiris  Kifpanica  is  not  in  the  leali:  employ- 
ed in  the  prepar"tion  injcfled  on  the  mercury. 

The  procefs  is  more  analogous  to  that  of  Dr.  Brandt,  referred  to  by  the 
ingenious  Reviewer  of  this  ai'ticle,  in  iiis  very  candid  and  I'atistailoiy  Cu- 
tri'.pie. 

torn. 
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torn,  without  boiling  or  fmoking 
in  the  leall,  and  ic,con;inued  in  this 
tranquil  ftate  after  it  had  gained  a 
full  red  heat.  It  was  coniir.ueu  in 
a  fire  gradually  augmented  to  a 
white  heat,  near  three  quarters  of 
an  hour,  a  fmaller  crucible  pre- 
'vioujly  infpcSied,  being  inverted 
on  ic,  to  prevent  coals  from  fall- 
ing in  :  and  the  crucible  being  then 
withdrawn  and  cooled,  many  glo- 
bules of  white  metal  were  found 
difruled  through  the  whole  mafs  of 
fcoriiu  :  of  theie  globules  were  col- 
leded  to  the  weight  of  ten  grains, 
before  the  company  feparated,  and 
configned  to  the  care  of  Mr. 
Rufl'ell,  who  took  theia  away  with 
him. 

Part  of  the  remaining  globules 
being  afterwards  colledled,  by 
pounding  the  crucible  and  waihing 
over  the  powder,  the  whole  when 
melted  together  amounted  to  thir- 
teen grains. 

Dr.  Priee  remarked  on  this  pro- 
cefs,  that  having  taken  too  great  a 
quantity  of  charcoal,  the  globules 
wete  thereby  difperfed  over  the 
whole  mafs,  and  the  powder  having 
been  fprinkled  againft  the  fides  of 
the  crucible  had  not  produced  its 
greatcll  cffc6t.  And  that  fome  of 
the  mercury  which  had  efcaped  its 
adion  mull  have  been  volatilized  by 
,rhe  heat ;  and  this  on  infpedlion  of 
the  covering  crucible  was  found  to 
be  true.  The  experiment  was 
therefore  the  next  morning  repeat- 
ed in  prefence  of  Mr.  Anderlon, 
Capt.  and  Enfign  Grofs,  and  Mr. 
Rulfell. 

Experiment  III. 

The  remaininghalf  ounce  of  mer- 
cury was  employed  ;  the  charcoal 
and  borax,  both  taken  without  fe- 
ledlion  from  large  (quantities  in  the 


H  I  S  T  O  R  Y.  93 

laboratory,  were  powdered  by  Mr. 
Grofe,  and  the  mercury  placed  ia 
the  crucible  as  in  the  former  ex- 
periment. 

Barely  half  a  grain  of  the  white 
powder,  weighed  out  by  Mr.  Pv.uf- 
le'l,  was  projected  on  tne  mercury, 
which'  by  ,lcme  accidental  deLiy 
had  begun  to  boil  in  the  crucible  ; 
but  on  the  application  of  the 
powder  the  ebullition  ceafed,  al- 
though the  crucible  and  contained 
mercury  was  fubjefied  to  a  viuch 
grrater  hent ;  and  it  continued  with- 
out boiling,  even  when  of  a  red 
heat.  The  crucible  wa?  gradually 
hc;ned  to  a  ^oLUe  heat,  and  when 
cooled  and  broke,  there  was  found 
in  the  bottom  a  well  collcfted  bead 
of  fine  white  metal,  weighing  four 
grains. 

Experiment  IV. 

On  the  fame  day,  and  the  fame 
perfons  being  prefent  as  at  the  pre- 
ceding experiment,  the  following 
was  made  on  filver. 

Mr.  RufTell  v^eighed  out  fixty 
grains  (one  drachm)  of  grain  fil- 
ver, which  he  had  purchafed  of 
Meifrs.  Floyer  and  Co.  refiners  in 
Love-lane,  Wood-llreet,  Cheap- 
fide  :  this  quantity  was  placed  in 
a  fmall  crucible  on  fbme  of  the 
flux  made  as  above,  before  the 
company  ;  and  on  the  filver,  when 
in  fufion,  was  projefled  a  bare 
half  grain  of  the  red  powder,  ufed 
iu  Experiment  I.  The  crucible 
was  then  replaced  in  the  fire,  and 
continued  there  for  about  a  quar- 
ter of  an  hour  ;  a  piece  of  borax 
taken  at  a  venture,  out  of  a  jar 
containing  a  large  quantity,  was 
thrown  on  the  metal  by  Mr. 
Grofe. 

Dr.  Price  foon  after,  from  the 
appearance  of  the   flux  imagining 

the 
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the  crucible  to  be  cracked  (by  the 
cold  and  incisure  of  the  borax)  took 
it  out  of  the  fire,  and  finding  that 
what  he  fufpeaed  had  happened, 
did  not  replace  it ;  when  cold  it  was 
broke,  and  the  button  of  metal  was 
found  in  the  bottom,  which,  when 
weighed,  appeared  not  to  have 
loft  any  of  its  original  weight,  fo 
that  fortunately  only  the  flux  had 
tranfuded. 

Experiment  V. 

That  no  doubt  might  arife  from 
the  failure  of  the  crucible  in  the  laft 
experiment,  a  fimilarone  was  made 
in  the  prefence  of  the  fame  perfons, 
with   the  addition  of  J.  D.  Garth- 

waite,  of ■,  Efq.  who  was  alfo 

prefent  at  the  latter  part  of  Experi- 
ment IV. 

Thirty  grains  of  the  abovemen- 
tioned  grain  filver  was  by  Mr. 
Ruflell  weighed  out,  and  put  into 
a  fmall  Heffian  crucible  en  a  flux 
of  charcoal  and  borax  made  before 
the  company,  with  the  fame  pre- 
cautions as  in  Experiment  I.  On 
the  filver,  when  fufed,  was  pro- 
je<rted  by  Mr.  Anderfon  a  bare  half 
grain  of  the  red  powder,  and  about 
rive  minutes  after,  feme  glafs  of 
borax  (to  avoid  the  moifture  con- 
tained in  crude  borax)  was  thrown 
in  by  one  of  the  company.  The 
crucible  after  being  kept  in  a 
red-white  heat  for  about  fifteen 
minutes  was  taken  out,  and  when 
cold  broke  :  at  the  bottom  of  the 
fcoriae  or  rather  flux,  which  in  this 
experiment  was  neatly  fufed,  lay 
the  button  of  metal,  which  was 
found  nearly,  if  not  exaBly,  of  its 
original  n.vci^ht. 

It  was  then  tried  by  Mr.  RufTell, 
in  the  artifts'  manner  ;  as  was  alfo 
the  piece  of  metal  obtained  in 
Experiment    IV.     He  found    loth 


of  them  to  contain  gold  ;  the  latter 
in  larger  quantity,  as  might  be  ex- 
peded,  from  the  relative  propor- 
tion of  the  powder  and  filver  in  the 
two  experiments. 

Dr.  price  alfo  examined  the  metal 
on  the  touchftone  (bafi^lte.s)and  with 
nitrous  acid  ;  when  all  the  com- 
pany faw  the  mark  of  gold  remain- 
ing, while  a  mark  made  by  a  piece 
of  the  very  parcel  of  grain  filver 
from  which  the  portion  ufed  in 
thele  experiments  had  been  taken, 
and  placed  by  the  fide  of  the 
mark  from  the  enriched  filver,  to- 
taly  vaniflied  on  wetting  it  with 
the  aqua  fortis. 

The  mark  from  the  enriched  fil- 
ver,  remained  (of  a  yellow  colour) 
after  repeated  affufions  of  weak  and 
Itrong  aqua  fortis.  So  that  the 
company  were  entirely  convinced 
that  gold  was  now  contained  in 
the  fufed   filver. 

The  chemical  reader  will  pro- 
bably anticipate  the  author's  ob- 
fervaiion  ;  —  that  of  the  known 
metalic  fubftances  of  a  gold  co- 
lour, fulphurated  tin  could  not, 
without  decompofition,  have  fuf- 
tained  the  heat  empleyed  in  thefe 
experiments  ;  and  that  copper,  or 
regulus  of  Nickel,  would  have 
been  diflblved  by  the  nitrous  acid, 
equally  with  the  filver.  The  re- 
mark is  indeed  fcarce  neceflary  f 
for  had  it  been  poflible  to  have 
fccretly  introduced  into  the  cruci- 
ble any  of  thefe  metals,  (and  none 
of  the  company  would  for  a  mo- 
ment tolerate  the  idea  of  fuch  an 
attempt  having  been  made)  the 
identity  of  weight  obferved  was 
fufiicient  to  prove  that  nothing 
but  the  crimfon  powder  had  been 
added. 

After  the  pieces  of  metal  had 
been    thus     feparately     examined, 

they 
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they  Wfie  melted  together,  and 
when  cool  it  was  remarked  that 
the  furface  of  ihe  ciiloc  of  metal 
was  elegantly  radiated  with  alter- 
nate ftri?e  and  furrows  ;  an  ap- 
pearance not  ufual  in  fuled  filvea» 
Ten  grains  were  refervcd  by  Dr. 
Price    for    his    own     examination  ; 

and  the  other  80  grains  were  taken     of  a  cillern  in  the  laboratory,   con 
by   Mr.   Ruflell,  10  be   affaycd    in     taining  about  two   hundred  weight 


B.  Anderfon,  Capt.  Grofe,  Dr» 
S pence,  Mr.  D,  Grofe  and  Mr. 
Hallamby,  and  fe-veral  times  re- 
peated before  Mr.  Anderfon,  mid 
Dr.  Spence. 

TWO  ounces  of  Mercury  were 
by  one  of    the  company   taken  out 


the  refiners'  manner. 

Dr.  Price  found  the  proportion 
of  gold  to  be  I  of  the  whole  mafs. 

Mr.  Ruflell  in  the  courfe  of  a 
few  days  caufed  all  the  above- 
mentioned  gold,  fi'.ver,  and  mix- 
ture of  gold  and  filver,  to  be  af- 
fayed  in  the  artilh'  manner,  for 
the  refiners,  at  the  office  of  Mef^^ 
Pratt  and  Dean,  affay-mafters,  near 
Cheapfide. 


of  quickfilver  (for  experiments  oa 
the  gaffes)  and  in  a  fmall  Wedge- 
wood's-ware  mortar  rubbed  with 
a  drop  or  two  of  vit.  ether :  oa 
this  mercury,  which  was  very 
bright  and  remarkably  fluid,  bare- 
ly a  grain  of  the  white  powder  was 
put,  and  afterwards  rubbed  up 
with  it  for  about  three  minutes. 

On  pouring  the  mercury  out  of 
the    mortar,    it    was    obferved    to 


They  affhyed  ertch  portion  fepa-  have  become  blackifh  and  to  pour 
rately,  and  reported  the  gold  and  fluggifiily  ;  after  /landing  ten  rai- 
filver  to  be  of  the  moll  complcat  nutes,  on  being  poured  out  of  the 
purity  :  and  the  enriched  filver  to  veiTel  in  which  it  had  Hood,  ic 
contain  gold  in  the  proportion  of  was  found  connderably  lefs  fluid 
one  eighth  of  the  joint  weight ;  than  before  ;  and  in  a  quajr ter  of 
and  this  report  he  alfo  repeated  an  hour's  time  fo  increafed  in  fpif- 
before  the  fpeftators  of  Experi-  fitude  as  hardly  to  pour  at  all  ; 
ment  VII.  on  May  25.  but  feemed  full  of  lumps.     Cein^ 

It  was  remarkable  that  both  the  now  ftrained  through  a  clcth,  a 
refiner  and  the  afTay-m after  ^.' /"/y/  fubftance  like  an  amalgam,  of  a 
affirmed  the  impoffibility  of  luc-  pretty  folid  confiflence,  remained 
cefs  in  the  procefs ;  and  preju-  behind ;  the  unfixed  mercury  be- 
diced  hf  received  opinions,  quef-  ing  expelled  from  this  mafs,  by 
tioned  the  purity  of  the  metals,  placing  iton  a  charcoal,  and  di- 
though  they  owned  they  looked  refling  the  flame  of  a  lamp  on  it 
much  like  ordinary  gold.  The  with  a  blow-pipe,  a  bead  of  fine 
affay  removed  their  doubts;  and  white  metal  remained  fixed  in  a 
they  owned,  with  furprize,  that  flrong  red  heat  :  which  by  every 
the  metals  were  entirely  pure,  and  fubfequent  trial  appeared  to  be 
certified  their  purity   in  their  offi-     filver;   the  v/cight  of  the  bead  thus 

colleifted,  weighed  and  examined 
before  the  company  feparatsd,  \v:s 
18  grains:  but  much  remaining 
in  the  Urained  mercury,  this  was 
afterwards  feparated,  and  weighed 
u     grains:    the    whole    obtained 

wa« 


cial   report. 

Experiment  VI. 

Made    May    15,     1782,  before    Sir 
Philip  Horton  Clarke,  tbe  Rez-- 
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was  therefore  29  grains,  or  in  pro- 
portion to  the  powder  as  28  :  i. 

Five  drachms  of  mercury>  taken 
out  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
above  two  ounces,  were  rubbed 
up  with  vit.  either,  and  afterwards 
with  barely  a  quarter  of  a  grain 
of  the  red  powder  ;  a  niafs  like  an 
amalgam  being  obtained  by  (train- 
ing it  after  it  had  Itcod  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  and  the  mer- 
cury driven  off  before  the  blow- 
pipe, as  in  the  former  experi- 
ment, a  bead  of  yellow  metal  re- 
mained, weighing  4  grains  ;  and 
after  Handing  fome  time  longer, 
gr.  2.  and  I  more  were  obtained, 
both  which  refilled  aqua  fortis  on 
the  touch-llone :  and  a  fmall 
quantity  being  dilTolved  in  aqua 
legia,  a  purple  precipitate  was 
produced  from  the  fol.  by  the  fol, 
of  tin,  and  a  brownifh  one  by  fol. 
ferri  vitriolati,.  bergm.  (green  vit- 
riol or  copperas)  ;  in  this  expe- 
riment therefore  the  quantity  of 
gold  was  to  the  powder  enipioyed, 
as  24  :  1.  exclufive  of  the  weight 
of  the  powder. 

The  former  part  of  this  experi- 
ment was  repeated  on  Saturday  tlie 
iSth  day  of  May,  before  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Manning,  the  R.ev.  Mr.  Ful- 
Jiam,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Anderfon, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Robinfcn  and  Dr. 
Spencp. 

Two  ounces  of  mercury,  treat- 
ed as  before  mentioned,  (after  ex- 
hibiting phaenomena  fimilar  to 
thofe  above  related)  afforded  a 
mafs,  one  half  of  which  only  (to 
avoid   the    noxious   fumes    of   the 


whole)'  after  having  the  mercury 
expelled  from  it  by  a  white  heat 
before  the  blow-pipe,  yielded  up- 
wards of  twelve  grains  of  a  white 
metal,  that  in  every  trial  to  which 
it  was  fubmitted,  appeared  to  be 
filver. 

The  produft  *  therefore  includ- 
ing the  filver  contained  in  the 
flrained  mercury  would  have  been 
nearly  as  28  :  i;  as  in  the  former 
experiment. 

A  fmall  portion  (about  3ij)  of 
the  above  mercury  being  put  into 
another  veffel,  and  about  the  fixth 
of  a  grain  of  the  red  powder  put 
on  it,  the  mercury,  after  being 
ground  up  with  it»  and  Handing 
Ibme  time,  was  ftrained  as  the  for- 
mer, and  the  fmall  mafs  fo  ob- 
tained, placed  before  the  blow- 
pipe. It  yielded  fomething  more 
than  a  grain  of  metal,  which  ex- 
amined by  nit.  acid  on  the  touch- 
llone,  evidently  contained  gold ; 
as  was  apparent  to  the  company 
before  their  leaving  the  laboratory. 
It  was  intended  to  have  been  fub- 
mitted to  other  trials,  but  from 
its  minutenefs  and  form,  was  ac- 
cidentally loft. 

Experiment   VII. 

Ma^i:  on  Saturday  May  zz^lh,  1 782, 
in  the  prefence  of  the  Lords  Onflow, 
King  and  PalmerRon,  Sir  Ro- 
bert Barker,  Sir  Philip  H. 
Clarke,  Barts.  the  Re-v.  O. 
Manning,  G.  Pollen,  B.  An- 
derfon, J.  Robinfon,  Clerks  ; 
Dr.  Spence,  Wm.  Mann-  God- 


*  The  author,  by  the  words  produSI,  prcduced,  and  the  like,  here  and  In  other 
places,  means  only  to  exprcfs  that  a  quantity  of  precious  metal  was  really  ob- 
tained ;  and  neither  to  affirm  or  deny  any  fpeculutive  opinions  relative  to  the 
mode  of  aftion  of  the  matter  prcjefted  on  the  mercury,  or  concerning  the  vian- 
ner  in  which  the  precious  metal  is  contained  in  mercury. 

fchall. 
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fchall,  Wm.  Smitli,  W.  God- 
fchall,  Jun.  Efqj.—Mejjirs  Gre- 
gory a77ti  Rufiel'. 

§ij  mercury  were  taken  from 
the  ciftern  formerly  nientioncd, 
and  in  a  fimilar  manner,  and  rub- 
bed up  with  a  few  drops  of  vit. 
ether,  in  a  fmall  mortar,  as  in 
Experiment  VI. 

A  bare  grain  of  the  white  pow- 
der was  projeded,  and  afterwards 
rubbed  up  with  it.  The  mercury, 
which  before  the  addition  of  the 
powder  had  been  very  bright  and 
fluid,  was  now  perceived  by  the 
company  to  be  dull,  and  run  hea- 
vily :  it  was  poured  out  into  a 
fmall  glafs  vcflel,  and  after  itand- 
ing  for  about  45  minutes  was  put 
into  a  cloth  to  be  ilrr.ined.  It  now 
poured  fo  fluggiflily  that  the  latter 
portions  of  it  feemcd  in  a  flate 
intermediate,  between  fluidity  and 
folidity,  or  to  ufe  a  term  lefs 
fcientific,  bur,  like  many,  other 
Tulgar  ones,  very  defcripuve, 
poured  grouty. 

Great  part  of  the  fupcrfluous 
mercury  being  drained  off,  a  mafs 
fimilar  to  an  amalgam  was  left  in 
the  cloth :  and  the  remaining 
mercury  which  could  not  be  pref- 
fed  out,  being  driven  off  by  fire 
from  a  portion  (about  a  fourth) 
of  the  whole  mafs,  a  globule  of 
white  metal,  which  had  all  the  ap- 
pearance of  .fllver,  remained,  and 
was  kept  in  a  white  heat  for  about 
two  minutes,  before  the  blow- 
pipe. 

On  the  fame  day,  and  before  the 
fame  refpeftable  company  : — half 
an  ounce  of  mercury  revivified  from 
cinnabar,  brought  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Anderfon,  was  by  liim  placed 
in  a  fmall  round  Englifii  crucible, 
taken    from  among  u  number   of 
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others  in  the  laboratory,  by  Lord 
Palmerfton,  on  a  Aljc  compofed 
of  a  fmall  piece  of  charcoal  and 
a  piece  of  borax,  both  taken  ca- 
fually  by  fome  of  the  compa.iy 
from  large  quantities,  and  pound- 
ed in  a  mortar  previouHy  infpeft- 
ed  by  thofe  prefent. 

This  flux  being  prcfled  down  in 
the  crucible  with  a  fmall  peftlc* 
alfo  examined,  the  mercury  was 
poured  into  the  depreflion,  by  one 
of  the  fpeftators,  and  on  it  half  a 
grain,  bare  weight,  of  the  red 
powder,  was  put  by  Lord  Palmer- 
fion.  The  crucible  being  then 
covered  with  a  lid,  taken  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  crucible  from 
among  many  others,  and  fliewn 
rour,d  to  the  company,  was  plac- 
ed in  the  furnace  furrounded  by 
I'igl'ted  charcoal. 

One  or  more  of  the  company, 
particularly  the  Lords  King  and 
Palmerfton,  were  during  the  whole 
time  of  the  experiment  clcfe  to 
the  furnace  and  operator ;  and  as 
requefled  by  him  gave  the  clofeft 
attention  to  every  part  of  the  pro- 
ctfs. 

When  the  crucible  had  acquir- 
ed a  fall  red  heat,  the  cover  was 
removed,  and  feveral  of  the  com- 
pany faw  the  mercury  in  a  tranquil 
llate,  neither  evaporating  nor  boil- 
ing :  in  which  llate  it  continued 
even  when  the  mercury  itfelf  was 
completely  ignited. 

The  cover  being  replaced,  the 
fire  was  gradually  raifed  to  a  white 
heat ;  the  crucible  being  conti- 
nued in  this  heat  for  thirty  mi- 
nutes, was  taken  out,  cooled,  and 
broI:e. 

A  globule  of  metal  was  found 
at  bottom,  neatly  fufed,  and  tA- 
ardy  filing  the  concavity  of  the 
divided  fcori.!:.     This  globule  fell 
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out  by  the  blow,  among  the  frag- 
ments of  the  crucible,  and  was 
taken  up  an'd  fhewn  round  to  the 
company  by  Lord  Palmerfton,  and 
in  their  prcfcnce  replaced  in  the 
Tiollow  of  the  vitrified  borax,  to 
which  it  was  accurately  adapted. 

Many  other  gloubules  were  dif- 
fufed  through  the  fcorix  attached 
to  the  fides  of  the  crucible,  frag- 
ments of  which  were  diltributed 
among  the  company  at  their  re- 
queft. 

The  bead  which  lay  at  the  bot- 
tom weighed  about  ten  grains, 
and  was  taken  away,  together  with 
the  filver,  by  Mr.  Godfchall ;  and 
by  him  afterwards  tranfmitted  to 
Lord  Palmerfton,  to  be  fubmitted 
to  proper  examination. 

Mr.  Godfchall  returned  the 
gold,  with  the  aflay-mafter's  re- 
port on  it  and  on  the  filver. 

The  affay-mafter,  whom  Mr. 
G.  for  greater  certainty  on  this 
occafion  had  the  precaution  to 
have  recommended  by  the  clerk  of 
the  goldfmith's  company,  report- 
ed both  the  gold  and  filver  to  be 
perfedtly  pure. 

Dr.  Price,  though  acquainted 
with  the  characters  employed  by 
aflay-mallers  in  making  their  re- 
ports (which  are  peculiar  to  them) 
unwilling  to  rely  entirely  on  his 
own  knowledge,  and  being  defi- 
rous  to  ofter  collateral  evidence  to 
the  public,  fhewed  the  gold  and 
the  report  to  Mr.  Lock,  an  ex- 
perienced goldfmith  of  Oxford, 
without  informing  him  of  any  of 
the  above  particulars. 


Mr.  Lock  affirmed  the  metal  to 
be  6y  the  report  pure  gold  :  which, 
he  added,  was  confirmed  by  its 
appearance :  and  that  it  confe- 
quently  was  fuperior  to  gold  of  the 
V^V\^\([\  JIandard. 

Two  experiments,  fimilar  to 
thofe  made  on  Saturday  May  25th, 
were  repeated  on  a  larger  fcale, 
before  fome  of  the  above  company 
on  the  Tuefday  following;  with, 
the  fame  attention  on  their  part, 
and  more  on  that  of  the  author  to 
the  regulation  of  the  fire,  which 
he  obferved  to  them,  being  now 
lefs  engaged,  and  his  attention 
not  divided,  he  could  employ  to 
produce  a  much  greater  efFedl. 

By  twelve  grains  of  the  white 
powder  were  obtained  from  thirty 
ounces  of  mercury  upwards  of  an 
ounce  and  a  quarter,  or  fix  hun- 
dred grains,  of  fixed  white  metal  *  ; 
or  in  the  proportion  of  50:1. — 
And  two  grains  of  the  red  powder, 
produced  from  one  ounce  of  mer- 
cury, two  drachms,  or  120  grains, 
of  fixed  and  tinged  *  metal;  i.  e. 
fixty  times  its  own  weight. 

Thefe  laft  portions  of  gold  and 
filver,  as  well  as  a  part  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  former  experiment, 
have  had  the  honour  of  being  fub- 
mitted to  the  infpedlion  of  his  ma- 
jefty  ;  who  was  pleafed  to  exprefs 
his  approbation. 

This  honour  may  be  mention- 
ed with  the  lefs  impropriety,  as  it 
is  conferred  by  a  fovereign  equally 
revered  for  his  patronage  of  fcience, 
and  beloved  for  his  amiable  conde- 
fcenfion. 


*  The  words  fixed  and  tinged  are  not  ufed  in  conformity  to  any  theoretical 
notions,  but  merely  to  denote  the  obvious  properties  of  the  metals  obtain- 
ed, and  to  avoid  calling  them  gold  and  liiver  without  the  authority  of  an 
afiiiy. 


So^ 


NATURAL    HISTORY. 


99 


Some  Account  of  the  Snakes  of  North 
America,  and  of  the  Humming 
Bird :  from  the  Letters  by  J.  Hec- 
tor St.  John,  an  American  Far- 
mer. 

WHY  would  you  prefcribe 
this  tafk ;  you  know  that 
what  we  take  up  ourfelves  fcems 
always  lighter  than  what  is  im- 
pofed  on  us  by  others.  You  infifl 
on  my  faying  fomething  about  our 
fnakes  ;  and  in  relating  what  I 
know  concerning  them,  were  it  not 
for  two  fingularities,  the  one  of 
which  I  faw,  and  the  other  I  re- 
ceived from  an  eye-witnefs,  I  fhould 
have  but  very  little  to  obferve. 
The  fouthern  provinces  are  the 
countries  where  nature  has  formed 
the  greateft  variety  of  alligators, 
fnakes,  ferpents ;  and  fcorpions, 
from  the  fmalleft  fize,  up  to  the 
pine  barrsn,  the  largeft  fpecies 
here.  We  have  but  two,  whofe 
ftings  are  mortal,  which  delerve  to 
be  mentioned ;  as  for  the  black 
one,  it  is  remarkable  for  nothing 
but  its  induftry,  agility,  beauty,  and 
the  art  of  inticing  birds  by  the 
power  of  its  eyes,  I  admire  it 
much,  and  never  kill  it,  though 
its  formidable  length  and  appear- 
ance often  get  the  better  of  the 
philofophy  of  fome  people,  parti- 
cularly of  Europeans.  The  moll 
dangerous  one  is  the  pilot,  or  cop- 
perhead;  for  the  poifon  of  which  no 
remedy  has  yet  been  difcovered.  It 
bears  the  firft  name  becaufe  it  al- 
ways precedes  the  rattle  -  fnake  ; 
that  is,  quits  its  ftate  of  torpidity  in 
the  fpring  a  week  before  th6  other. 
Jt  bears  the  fecond  name  on  ac- 
count of  its  head  being  adorned 
with  many  copper  -  coloured  fpots. 
Jt  lurks  rn   rocks  near  the   water. 


nnd  is  extremely  aftlvc  and  dan- 
gerous. Let  man  beware  of  it  !  I 
have  heard  only  of  one  perlon  who 
was  fcung  by  a  copperhead  in  this 
country.  The  poor  wretch  infi:?jit- 
ly  fwellcd  in  a  moft  dreadfuj  man- 
ner; a  multitude  of  fpots  of  dif- 
ferent hues  alternately  appeared 
and  vaniihed,  on  different  parts  of 
his  body  :  his  eyes  were  filled  with 
madnefsand  rage,  he  cad  them  on  all 
prefent  with  the  mofi:  vindiiSlive 
looks :  he  thru  ft  out  his  tongue  as 
the  fnakes  do  ;  he  hiucJ  through  his 
teeth  with  inconceivable  ftrength, 
and  became  an  objcfl  of  terror  to 
all  bye-ftandcrs.  To  the  liviJnefs 
of  a  corpfe  he  united  the  dcfpe- 
rate  force  of  a  maniac;  they  hardly 
were  able  to  fallen  him,  lb  as  to 
guard  themfelves  from  his  attacks ; 
when  in  the  fpace  of  two  hours 
death  relieved  the  poor  wretch 
from  his  ftruggles,  and  the  fpec- 
tators  from  their  apprehenfions. 
The  poifon  of  the  rattle-fnake  is 
not  mortal  in  fo  Ihort  a  fpace,  and 
hence  there  is  more  time  to  pro- 
cure relief;  we  are  acquainted 
with  feveral  antidotes  with  which 
almoll  every  family  is  provided. 
They  are  extremely  inactive,  and 
if  not  touched  are  perfeflly  in- 
olFenfive.  I  once  faw,  as  I  v\as 
travelling,  a  great  cliff  which  was 
full  of  them  ;  I  handled  feveral, 
and  they  appeared  to  be  dead; 
they  were  all  entwined  together,' 
and  thus  they  remain  until  the 
return  of  the  fun.  I  found  them 
out,  by  following  the  track  of 
fome  wild  hogs  which  had  fed  on 
them ;  and  even  the  Indians  oftca 
regale  on  them.  When  they  find 
them  afleep,  they  put  a  fmall 
forked  Hick  over  their  necks,  which 
they  keep  immoveably  fixed  on 
H  z  the" 
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the  ground ;  giving  the  fnake  a 
piece  of  leather  to  bite :  and  this 
they  pull  back  feveral  times  with 
great  force,  until  they  obferve  their 
two  poifcnous  fangs  torn  out. 
Then  they  cut  off  the  head,  fl:ia 
the  body,  and  co^k  it  as  we  do  eels ; 
jind  their  flefli  is  extremely  fweet 
and  white.  I  once  (iiw  a  tamed  one, 
as  gentle  as  you  can  poflibly  con- 
ceive a  reptile  to  be  ;  it  took  to  tl'.e 
water  and  fwam  whenever  "it  pleaf- 
ed ;  and  when'  the  boys  to  whom  it 
belonged  called  it  back,  their  fum- 
jnons  was  readily  obeyed.  It  had 
been  deprived  of  its  fangs  by 
the  preceding  method ;  they  often 
firoked  it  with  a  foft  brufli,  and  this 
friilion  feemed  to  caufe  the  moil 
pleafmg  fenfations^  for  it  would 
turn  on  its  back  to  enjoy  it,  as  a 
cat  does  before  the  fire.  Ore  of 
this  fpecics  was  the  caufe,  fome 
years  ago,  of  a  moft  deplorable 
accident,  which  I  Ihall  relate  to 
you,  as  I  had  it  from  the  widow 
3^nd  mother  of  the  vidlims.  A 
Dutch  farmer  of  the  Minifn;k, 
went  to  mowing,  with  his  negroes, 
ifi  his  boots,  a  precaution  uied  to 
prevent  being  fcung.  Inadver- 
tently he  trod  on  a  fnake,  which 
immediately  flew  at  his  legs ;  and 
as  it  drew  back  in  order  to  renew 
its  blow,  one  of  his  negroes  cut 
it  in  two  with  his  fcythe.  They 
profecuted  their  work,  r.nd  nnurn- 
cd  home ;  .  at  night  the  farmer 
pulled  off  his  boots  and  went  to 
bed;  and  was  foon  after  attacked 
with  a  Itrange  ficknefs  at  his  11c- 
mach ;  he  fwelled,  and  before  a 
phyfician  could  be  fent  for,  died. 
The  fudden  death  of  this  man 
did  not  caufe  much  enquiry ;  the 
neighbourhood  wondered,  as  is 
irfual  in  fach  cafes,    and    without 


any  further  examination  the  corpfe 
was  burled.  A  few  days  after,  the 
fon  put  on  his  father's  boots,  and 
went  to  the  meadow  ;  at  night  he 
pulled  them  off,  went  to  bed,  and 
was  attacked  with  the  fame  fymp- 
toms  about  the  fame  time,  and 
died  in  the  morning.  A  little 
before  he  expired  the  dcftor  came, 
but  was  not  able  to  aflign  what 
could  be  the  caufe  of  fo  fingular 
a  diforder :  however,  rather  than 
appear  wholly  at  a  lofs  before  the 
country  people,  he  pronounced  both 
father  and  fon  to  have  been  be- 
witched. Some  weeks  after,  the 
widow  fold  all  the  moveables  for  the 
benefit  of  the  younger  children ; 
and  the  farm  was  leafed.  One  of 
the  neighbours,  who  bought  the 
boots,  prefently  put  them  on,  and 
was  attacked  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  other  two  had  been ;  but  this 
man's  wife  being  alarmed  by  what 
had  happened  in  the  former  fa- 
mily, difpatched  one  of  her  ne- 
groes for  an  eminent  phyfician, 
who  fortunately  having  heard  fome- 
thing  of  the  dreadful  affair,  gueffed 
at  the  caufe,  applied  gil,  &c.  and 
recovered  the  man.  The  boots 
which  had  been  fo  fatal,  were 
then  Carefully  examined ;  and  he 
found  that  the  two  fangs  of  the 
fnake  had  been  left  in  the  leather, 
after  being  wrenched  out  of  their 
fockets  by  the  llrength  with  which 
the  fnake  had  drawn  back  its 
head.  The  bladders  which  con- 
tained the  poifon,  and  feveral  of 
the  fmall  nerves  were  flill  frefh,  and 
adhered  to  the  boot.  The  unfor- 
tunate father  and  fon  had  been 
poifoned  by  pulling  .  off  thefe 
boots,  in  which  a£lion  they  im- 
perceptibly fcratched  their  legs 
wjUi,  the  points  of  the  fangs, 
through 
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through   the  hollow  of  which  fome 
of  this  aftonidiing  poifon  was  con- 
veyed.    You  have  no  doubt  heard 
of  their  rattles,    if  you    have    not 
feen    them;    the    only    obfervation 
I    wifn    to    make  is,  that  the  rat- 
tling   is    loud    and    difHnfl    when 
they  are    angry ;    and  on  the  con- 
trary,    when     pkafed,     it     founds 
like  a  diftant  trepidation,  in  which 
nothing    diftinfl  is  heard.     In    the 
thick    fettlcments,    they    are    now 
become    very    fcarce;    for    where- 
ever  they  are  met  with,  open  war 
is  declared  againft   them;    fo    that 
in  a  few  years  there  will  be  none 
left    but   on   our  mountains.     The 
black   fnake,  on    the    contrary,  al- 
ways diverts  mc,  becaufe  it  excites 
no  idea   of   danger.     Their  fwift- 
nefs  is  aftcnifhing;  they  will  fome- 
times  equal  that  of  an    horfe  ;    at 
other    times    they    will    climb    up 
trees  in  quefl:  of   our    tree    toads; 
or    glide    on    the    ground    at    full 
length.     On    fome    occafions    they 
prefent  thcmfelves  half  in  the  rep- 
tile   Hate,    half   ereil;    their   eyes 
and  their  heads  in    the    ereifl  pof- 
ture,  appear    to    great   advantage : 
the    former  difplay  a  fire  which  I 
have  admired,  and    it   is    by  thefe 
they  are  enabled  to  fafcinate  birds 
and    fqairrels.     Wiien    they    have 
fixed    their    eyes    on    an    animal, 
they    become    immoveable  ;     only 
turning    their    head    fometimes    to 
the    right    and    fometimes    to    the 
left,    but    ftill   with  their  fight  in- 
variably   direfted    to     the    object. 
The    diftrafted    vii!lim,    inftead  of 
flying  its  enemy,  feems    to  be  ar- 
reted   by   fome  invincible  power ; 
it    fcrearas ;    now   approaches,  and 
then  recedes ;    and    afcer    (kipping 
about    with    unaccountable    agita- 
tion, finally   rufhes    into    the   jaws 
of   the    fnake,    and   is   Avallowed, 


lor 

as  foon  as  it  is  covered  with  a  (lime 
or  glue  to  make  it  flide  eafily  dOwa 
the  throat  of  the  devourer. 

One  anecdote  1  mull  relate,  the 
circumftances  of  which  are  as  true 
as  they  are  Angular.     One  of  my 
conftant  walks,  when  I  am  at  lei- 
fure,    is    in  my  lowlands,  where  I 
have    the    pleafure    of  feeing   my 
cattle,     horfes,    and    colts.     Exu- 
berant    grafs    repleniflies    all    my 
fields,    the    bed    reprefentative    of 
our  wealth;  in  the  middle  of  that 
track  I    have  a  cut,  a  ditch  eight 
feet  wide,  the  banks  of  which  na- 
ture  adorns  every  fpring  with  the 
wild  falendine,    and    other    flower- 
ing   weeds,    which    on    thefe    lux- 
uriant grounds  fnoot  up  to  a  great 
height.     Over  this    ditch    I    have 
eredted  a  bridge,  capable  of  bear- 
ing   a    loaded    waggon ;    on    each 
fide    I    carefully    fow   every    year, 
fome  grains  of  hemp,    which  rife 
to  the   height    of   fifteen    feet,    fo 
fcrong  and  fo  full  of  limbs    as   to 
refemble  young  trees :   I  once  af- 
cended  one  of  them   four   feet  a- 
bove   the  ground.     Thefe  produce 
natural     arbours,     rendered     often 
flill  more  compadl  by  the  aififtance 
of  an  annual   creeping  plant  which 
we  calj  a  vine,  that  never  fails  to 
entwine  itfelf  among  the  branches, 
and  always  produces   a  very  defir- 
able     fhade.      From     this     fimple 
grove   I   have   amufed    myfelf    an 
hundred    times    in    cbferving    the 
great    number  of    humming    birds 
with   which   our   cotintry  abounds  : 
the  wild   bloffoms  every  where  at- 
tract the   attention  of  thefe    birds, 
which  like  bees   fubfiil  by  fudion. 
From      this     retreat     I     diilinftly 
watch  them  in  all  their  various  at- 
titudes ;  but  their   flight  is    fo   ra- 
pid,   that    you    cannot    diflinguifli 
the    motion  of    their   wings.     Ora 
H  3  this 
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this  little  bird  nature  has  profufe- 
ly  lavifhed  her  moft  fplcndid  co- 
lours;  the  moft  perfect  azure,  the 
moll  beautiful  gold,  the  moll  daz- 
zling red,  are  lor  ever  in  contrail, 
and  help  to  embellifn  the  plumes 
of  his  majcilic  head.  The  richcil 
pallet  of  the  moll  luxuriant  pain- 
ter, could  never  invent  any  thing 
to  be  compared  to  the  variegated 
tints,  with  which  this  infeil  bird  is 
arrayed.  Its  bill  is  as  long  and 
as  Iharp  as  a  coarfe  fewing  needle; 
like  the  bee,  nature  has  taught  it 
to  find  out  in  the  calix  of  flowers 
and  bloUbms,  thofe  mellifluous 
particles  that  ferve  it  for  fuflicient 
food;  and  yet  it  feems  to  leave 
them  untouched,  undcprived  of 
Jiny  thing  that  our  eyes  can  poifi- 
biy  diilinguiili.  When  it  feeds, 
it  appears  as  if  immoveable,  tho' 
continually  on  the  wing ;  and 
fometimes,  from  v^hat  motives  I 
know  not,  it  will  tear  and  lace- 
rate flowers  into  a  hundred  pieces  : 
for,  llrange  to  tell,  they  are  the 
moft  irafcible  of  the  feathered 
tribe.  Where  do  paflions  find 
room  in  fo  diminutive  a  body  ? 
They  often  fight  with  the  fury  of 

lions,  until  one  of  the  combatants 

falls    a    facrifice  and   dies.     When 

fatigued,     it     has     often     pcrchtd 

within   a   few  feet  of  me,  and  on 

fuch     favourable     ppportunities    I 

Ijave    furveyed    it  'with    the    mofl 

minute    attenticn.     Its    little    eyes 

appear    like    diamonds,    refieftir.g 

light  on  evtry  fide  :  moll  elegant- 

ly  finilhed  in  all  parts,  it  is  a  mi- 
niature work  of  our  great  Parent ; 

who  fecms  to  have   formed  it  the 

fmallcll,  and   at    the  fame  time  the 

mofl:  beautiful  of  the  v.inged  fpe- 

pes. 

As  I  was  one  day  fitting  folitary 

?.nd   pcnfive   m   my  primitivv  ar- 


bour,   my    attention    was  engaged 
by  a   llrange  fort  of  rullling  noife 
at  fome  paces  diilance.     1    looked 
all    around    without     Jillinguifhing 
any    thing,  until  1  climbed  ore  of 
my  great  hemp    ilalks ;  '  when,    to 
my    aRoniihnicnt,     I    beheld    two 
fnakcs  of  confiderable  lei  eth,  the 
one  purfuing  the  other  wuh  great 
celerity    through    a    hemp  Hubble 
field.     The  aggreiior   was    of   the 
black  kind,  fix  feet  long ;  the  fu- 
gitive   v/as    a  water-lnake,    nearly 
of  equal    dimenfions.     They   foon 
met,  and  in  the  fury  of  their  firft 
encounter,    they    appeared    in    an 
intlant     firmly     twilled     together: 
and  v,'hilft    their    united  tails    beat 
the    ground,    they    mutually    tried 
with    open   jaws    to    lacerate  each 
other.     What     a     fell    afpeft    did 
they    prefent  !    their    heads    were 
compreffed    to    a   very   fmall  fize, 
their  eyes  flaflied    fire ;    and    after 
this  conflidl  had  lalled    about    five 
minutes,    the    fecond  found  means 
to  difengage    itfelf   from    the  firll, 
and  hurried  toward  the  ditch.     Its 
antagoniil  inilantly  alTumed  a  nevy 
pollure,     and    half    creeping    and 
half   credl,    with    a    majellic  mein^ 
overtook    and   attacked   the   other 
again,   which    placed    itfelf  in  the 
fame    attitude,     and    prepared     to 
,  refill.     The    fcene   v/as  uncommon 
and    beautiful;    for    thu?    oppofed 
they  fought    with    their   jaws,  bit- 
ing   each    other    with    the    utmoll 
rage;      but     notwithdanding     this 
appearance  of  mutual  courage  and 
fury,   the    water-fnake   Hill  feemed 
defirous   of   retreating    toward  the 
ditch,    its    natural    element.     This 
was    no    fooner    perceived    by  the 
keen-eyed    black    one,   than  twill- 
ing its  tail  twice  round  a  llalk  of 
hemp,    and    feizing    its    adverfary 
by  the  throat,    not    by    means   of 

its 
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its  jaws,  but  by  twifting  its  own 
neck  twice  round  that  of  the  wa- 
ter fnake,  pulled  it  back  from 
the  ditch.  To  prevent  a  defeat 
the  latter  took  hold  likewife  of  a 
llalk  on  the  bank,  and  by  the  ac- 
quifition  of  that  point  of  refin- 
ance became  a  match  for  its  fierce 
antagonift.  Strange  was  this  to 
behold ;  two  great  fnakes  ftrongly 
adhering  to  the  ground,  mutually 
faftened  together  by  means  of  the 
writhings  which  lafhed  them  to 
each  other,  and  ftretched  at  their 
full  length,  they  pulled,  but  pulled 
in  vain ;  and  in  the  moments  of 
greateft  exertions  that  part  of  their 
bodies  which  was  entwined,  feem- 
ed  extremely  fmall,  while  the  reft 
appeared  inflated,  and  now  and 
then  convulfed  with  ftrong  undu- 
lations, rapidly  following  each 
other.  Their  eyes  feemed  on  fire, 
and  ready  to  ftart  out  of  their 
heads ;  at  one  time  the  conflift 
feemed  decided;  the  water-fnake 
tent  itfelf  into  two  great  folds, 
and  by  that  operation  rendered 
the  other  more  than  commonly 
out- ftretched  ;  the  next  minute 
the  new  ftruggles  of  the  black  one 


gained  an  unexpedled  fuperiority, 
it  acquired  two  great  folds  like- 
wife,  which  neceftarily  extended 
the  body  of  its  adverfary  in  pro- 
portion as  it  had  contrafted  its 
own.  Thefe  efforts  were  alter- 
nate ;  viftory  feemed  doubtful, 
inclining  fometimes  to  the  one 
fide  and  fometimes  to  the  other; 
until  at  lart  the  ftalk  to  which  the 
black  fnake  faftened,  fuddenly 
gave  way,  and  in  confequence  of 
this  aceident  they  both  plunged 
into  the  ditch.  The  water  did 
not  extinguifh  their  vindiftive 
rage ;  for  by  their  agitations  I 
could  trace,  though  not  diftin- 
gui(h  their  mutual  attacks.  They 
foon  re- appeared  on  the  furface 
twifted  together,  as  in  their  firft 
onfet ;  but  the  black  fnake  feem- 
ed to  retain  its  wonted  fuperiority, 
for  its  head  was  exadtly  fixed 
above  that  of  the  other,  which  it 
inceflantly  prefled  down  under  the 
water,  until  it  v.'as  ftifled,  and 
funk.  The  viftor  no  fooner  per- 
ceived its  enemy  incapable  of  far- 
ther refiftance,  than  abandoning 
it  to  the  current,  it  returned  oo 
Ihore,  and  difappeared. 
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^C7ne  Account  of  the  Cliymicnl  and 
Pharir!aceu.tical  Hiftory  of  tke 
Red  Peruvian  Bark,  in  order  to 
Jke^-w  its  Efficacy  as  a  Part  of  the 
Materia  Medica  to  be  fuperior 
to  that  of  the  conimo7i  Bark  :  ex- 
iraiied  frojn  Observations  on  the 
fuperior  Efficacy  of.  the  Red   Pe- 

.  ruvian  Bark,  &c.  by  William 
Saunders,  M.  D.  &c.  &c. 

Experiment  I, 
O  an  ounce  of  red  bark,  re- 
duced to  a  fine  powder, 
were  added  fixteen  ounces  cf  di- 
ililled  water ;  and  after  remaining 
together  twenty-four  hours  in  a 
Florence  flaf>c,  the  liquid  was  care- 
fully filtered.  The  fame  CAperi- 
iTient  was  made  with  the  Peruvian 
bark  commonly  in  ufe. 

The  colour  of  the  two  infufions 
was  very  different,  that  made  with 
the  red  bark  being  much  deeper. 
The  tafle  and  flavour  of  the  infu- 
fion  of  the  red  bark  were  confi- 
derably  more  powerful  than  of  the 
other.  In  the  opinion  of  many 
gentleman  who  tafted  the  infu- 
fions, tlie  cold  infufion  of  the  red 
bark  was  more  fenfibly  irnprep-- 
natcd  than  even  the  flrongeii;  de- 
codion  cf  the  common  bark. 

Experiment  II. 
■^.  ^O  two  ounces  of  the  cold  in- 


fufion of  the  red  bark,  were  added 
tivejity  drops  of  the  '^finFtura  Flo- 
rum  Marti alium.  It  immediately 
became  of  a  darker  colour,  foon  loft 
its  tranfparency,  and  after  a.  fnort 
time  precipitated  black  powder,  . 

Experiment  III. 

TO  two  ounces  of  the  cold  in- 
fufion of  the  common  bark  were 
added  i^jjenty  drops,  of  the  Tindura 
Floriun  Martialium  in  the  fame- 
manner  as  to  the  other.  It  re- 
tained its  tranfparency  fome  time, 
and  afterwards  became  of  a  dark, 
colour,  but  there  was  no  precipi- 
tation from  it  as  from  the  laft. 

Experiment  IV. 

T  O  an  ounce  of  red  bark,  re- 
duced to  a  coarfe  powder,  were 
added  fxtcen  ounces  of  difiilled 
water,  and  after  boiling  until  one 
half  was  evaporated,  the  liquid 
while  hot  was  {trained  through  a 
piece  of  linen.  Tne  fame  expe- 
riment, under  fimilar  circum- 
llances,  was  made  with  the  com- 
mon bark.  The  fuperior  taile 
and  flavour  of  the  decotlion  of  the 
red  bark  was  equally  obfervable 
with  that  of  the  infufion.  The 
decoftion  of  the  red  bark,  in  cool- 
ing, precipitated  a  larger  quan- 
tity of  refinous  matter  than  the 
decoftion  of    the   common    bark. 

The 
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.The  difference  of  colour  was  like- 
wife  very  diftinguifliable. 

Experiment  V . 

TO  one  ounce  of  red  bark,  re- 
duced to  a  coarfe  powder,  were 
?.dded  eight  ounces  of  proof  fpirit, 
and,  after  landing  a  week  toge- 
ther, the  tincture  was  filtered. 

The  fame  experiment,  under 
limilar  circumftances,  was  made 
with  the  common  bark.  The 
tindlure  of  the  red  bark,  both 
when  tailed  by  itfelf  and  under 
precipitation  by  water,  had  more 
flavour  and  tafte  than  that  of  the 
common  bark. 

The  tinfture  from  the  red  bark 
js  of  a  much  deeper  colour  than 
the  other. 

Experiment  VI. 

TO  each  refiduwn  of  the  above 
tindures  were  added  eight  ounces 
of  proof  fpirit,  which  were  in- 
fufed  in  a  moderate  fand  heat  for 
the  fpace  of  tn-vetity-four  hours,  and 
afterwards  allowed  to  remain  to- 
gether a  week,  occalionally  agi- 
tating them.  The  tindlures  were 
then  poured  off,  that  of  the  red 
bark  evidently  appearing  to  be  the 
ftrongell. 

The  tinctures  both  of  experi- 
ments V.  and  VI.  were  by  a 
gentle  heat  evaporated  to  the  con- 
fillence  of  a  refinous  extract. 

The  extradl  from  the  tinflure  of 
the  red  bark  was  of  a  fmooth,  ho- 
mogeneous appearance,  not  unlike 
the  Balfam  of  Peru,  when  thick- 
ened :  the  flavour  and  taJle  of  the 
original  tindure  were  entirely  pre- 
ferved  in  it. 

The  cxtraft  from  the  common 
bark  had  a  very  different  appear- 
ance. It  feemed  coarfe  and  gritty, 
and  by  no  means  fo  charadcriiUc 
pf  its  original  tindlure. 


The  quantity  cf  cxtrafl  pro- 
cured from  the  red  bark  was  con- 
fiderably  greater  than  from  the 
fame  quantity  of  common  bark ; 
but,  as  the  rcjiduum  of  neither  was 
rendered  entirely  inert,  the  abfo- 
lute  quantity  could  not  be  afcer- 
taincd. 

Experiment  VII. 

A  tea  fpoonful  of  each  of  the 
tinftures,  prepared  by  experiment 
V.  was  added  to  two  ounces  of 
water;  the  reurous  precipitation 
from  tlie  red  bark  was  not  only 
more  copious,  but  fell  more 
quickly  to  the  bottom  of  the  glafs 
than  that  from  the  other,  and  yet 
what  remained  ftilt  dilTolved  in 
the  water,  was  infinitely  more  in 
the  red  bark  than  in  the  common 
bark,  fo  far  as  we  could  judge 
from  the  talle  and  flavour  of  both. 

Experiment  Vill. 

IN  imitation  of  the  experiments 
of  my  ingenious  friend  Dr.  Perci- 
val,  I  added  to  t^^vo  ounces  of  the 
watery  infufion  of  each  bark  a  few 
drops  of  the  Sp.  Fttriol,  ten.  The 
acid  loft  its  tafte  more  in  the  infu- 
fion of  the  red,  than  in  the  com- 
mon bark ;  fo  that  there  were 
more  obvious  appearances  of  its 
being  neutralized. 

Experiment  IX. 
A  decodion  of  both  red  and 
common  Peruvian  bark  was  pre- 
pared by  taking  an  ounce  of  each, 
and  boiling  them  in  a  pint  and  a 
half  of  water,  to  cne  pint ;  the 
former  had  greatly  the  fuperiority 
iu  ftrength  and  power,  as  men- 
tioned in  a  preceding  experiment, 
A  pint  of  frefli  water  was  added 
to  each  decoftion ;  the  boiling  ftill 
continued  till  that  quantity  was 
evaporated.     The  decodion  of  the 

com- 
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common  Ptruviaii  bark  feemed  gra- 
dually to  lofe  its  feniibl'  qualities, 
while  that  of  the  red  bark  llill  re- 
tained its  own. 

The  lame  quantity  of  water  was 
added  as  before  to  each,  and  the 
decodion  repeated  until  a  gallon 
of  water  was  exhauftcd ;  at  the 
expiration  of  which  time,  the 
common  Peruvian  bark  was  ren- 
dered almoil  taftelefs ;  the  red 
bark  dill  retained  nearly  its  former 
fenfible  qualities.  This  experi- 
ment proves  that  the  common  prac- 
tice of  boiling  the  bark  is  hurtful  to 
its  powers. 

By  my  defire  Mr.  Skeete,  a  very 
ingenious  and  attentive  young  gen- 
tleman from  Barbadoes,  and  a  Itu- 
dent  of  medicine  in  Guy's  Hofpital, 
made  feveral  experiments  in  order 
to  afcertain  the  comparative  anti- 
feptic  power  of  red  bark,  with  the 
common  Peruvian  bark ;  and  he 
found  that  the  infufion  of  red  bark 
preferved  animal  matter  much  bet- 
ter, and  for  a  longer  time,  than 
the  infufion,  or  even  decoftion  of 
the  common  bark ;  indeed,  the 
decodlion  of  common  b;irk,  after 
its  powdery  part  had  fubfided,  was 
lefs  bitter,  and  preferved  animal 
matter  for  a  fr.orter  time  than  the 
infufion  of  the  fam.e  bark.  His  ex- 
periments were  conduded  with  great 
accuracy,  and  the  refult  of  them 
were  fubmitted  to  the  examination 
of  many  gentlemen  at  Guy's  Hof- 
pital. 

The  conclufions  to  which  the 
above  experiments  evidently  lead, 
are, 

Firft,  That  the  red  bark  is  more 
foluble  than  the  Peruvian  bark, 
both  in  v/ater  and  fpirit. 

Secondly,  That  it  contains  a 
much  larger  proportion  of  attive 
and  refinous  parts. 


Thirdly,  That  its  aflive  parts, 
even  when  greatly  diluicd,  retain 
their  fenfible  qualities  in  a  higher 
degree  than  the  moll;  faturated  fo- 
lutions  of  common  bark. 

Fourthly,  That  it  does  not  under- 
go the  fame  decompofuion  of  its 
parts  by  boiling  as  the  common  Pe- 
ruvian bark. 

Fifthly,  That  the  red  bark  is 
more  aftringent  than  the  common 
Peruvian  bark. 

Sixthly,  That  its  antifeptic 
powers  are  greater ;  as  an  addi- 
tional proof  of  this,  it  may  be 
proper  to  obferve  here,  that  both 
its  cold  infufion  and  decodion 
preferved  entire  their  bitter  and 
other  medicated  powers  in  the 
month  of  June,  in  the  elabora- 
tory  of  Guy's  Hofpital  for  five 
weeks,  and  perhaps  for  a  much 
longer  time,  while  a  decodion  of 
common  bark  gave  evident  marks 
of  a  change  in  a  few  days.  In  the 
decodion  of  red  bark,  the  powder, 
which  is  feparated  during  the 
cooling  of  it,  remains  intimately 
difFufed  through  the  liquor,  which 
therefore  continues  loaded  and 
turbid  when  at  reft.  In  the  de- 
codion  of  common  bark,  the 
powder  quickly  fubfides  to  the 
bottom ;  the  red  bark  therefore 
contains  in  it  a  large  proportion 
of  mucilaginous  parts,  fuch  as 
have  been  propofed  by  the  late 
Dr.  Fothergill,  to  be  added  to  the 
decodion  of  the  common  Peruvian 
bark,  in  order  that  it  may  remain 
turbid  when  at  reft,  and  thereby 
that  its  refinous  parts  be  more 
perfedly  fufpended  in  the  body  of 
the  liquor.  It  is  obvious  that  this 
circumftance  will  favour  exceed- 
ingly the  adion  of  the  ftomach 
upon  it. 

The  advantages  therefore  to  be 
expeded 
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expefled  from  the  red  bark  can- 
not be  obtained  from  any  quan- 
tity of  common  bark.  The  bell 
common  bark,  compared  with  the 
red  bark,  appears  inert  and  effete. 

All  the  above  experiments  were 
executed  in  the  prefence  of  feveral 
gentlemen. 

I  was  led  more  particularly  to 
profecute  this  fubjeft,  from  an 
opinion  that  the  red  bark  might 
fo  impregnate  cold  water  by  intu- 
fion,  as  to  cure  intermittent  fevers 
with  more  certainty  than  could  be 
done  even  by  the  decodion  or 
powder  of  common  bark.  The 
fenfible  qualities  which  appear 
from  the  above  experiments,  be- 
ing fo  much  greater,  in  the  cold 
infufion  of  the  one  than  in  the  de- 
coftion  of  the  other. 

It  cannot  1  thuik  be  denied, 
that  the  experiments  above  re- 
lated, and  which  have  been  exe- 
cuted and  frequently  repeated 
with  great  accuracy,  fufficiently 
prove  that  the  red  Peruvian  bark 
exceeds  the  other  in  its  fenfible  qua- 
lities, and  that  it  contains  a  much 
larger  proportion  of  thofe  refinous 
and,  adive  parts  on  which  the 
power  and  efficacy  of  bark  have 
been  by  all  writers  on  the  praftlce 
of  medicine  and  Materia  Medka 
believed  to  depend. 


Account  of  Trials  at  large  made,  by 
Mr.  Tadman',  to  determine  the 
comparative  Advantages  of  the 
Drill  and  Broad-caft  Methods 
of  Culture  of  Wheat  and  Lu- 
cerne :  and  of  an  Experiment 
made  hy  Mr.  Rebecca,  to  dif- 
cover  what  Increafe  may  be  ob- 
tained from  a  Grain  of  Wheat, 
in  one  Year ;  from  repeated 
Tranfplantations  ;  communicated 
to   the    Society    for  the  Engou- 
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ragement  of  Art?,  Manufac- 
tures, and  Commerce,  and  in- 
ferted  at  their  Requejl  :  from  Me- 
moirs of  Agriculture,  &c. 

To  the  honourable  and  laudable 
Society  for  the  Encouragement 
of  Arts,  Manufaftures,  and 
Commerce. 

Gentlemen, 

HA  V I  xN  G  been  honoured  with 
your  premium  for  the  cul- 
ture of  turneps  amongll  beans,  for 
which  I  return  yon  thanks,  I  find 
you  are  defirous  of  being  informed 
of  the  beft  method  to  cultivate 
wheat,  either  by  drills,  or  broad- 
caft,  both  of  which  I  am  well  ac- 
quainted with:  having  experi- 
enced them  many  times  upon  all 
forts  of  land.  But  the  greateft 
experiment  was  in  1752  and  1753. 
In  the  year  1752,  1  had  twenty- 
two  acres  of  bean-gratten  dunged 
for  the  beans  about  forty  loads  per 
acre,  which  I  managed  as  follows : 
I  firft  plowed  it ;  after  which  1 
fovved  my  wheat  in  this  manner. 
Every  other  rod  in  breadth  was  ia 
the  broad-caft  way :  the  other  was 
in  drills.  In  the  fpring  I  horfe- 
hoed  the  drills,  and  harrowed  it; 
as  I  did,  alfo,  that  which  was 
fown  in  the  broad-caft  way.  Both 
of  them  feemed  to  make  a  good 
appearance.  When  harveft  came, 
I  diredled  the  reapers  to  cut  eack 
rod  feparate ;  and  to  make  the 
Iheaves  as  nearly  of  the  fame  fize 
as  pofTible.  By  this  I  found  a 
great  deficiency  in  the  drilled 
wheat :  not  having  near  fo  many 
Ihocks.  This  wa^  tried  on  a  fandy 
loam  foil. 

The  next  year  I  had  a  field  of 
twenty-three    acres,    adjoming    to 
the   other,    managed   in   the   lame 
manuer;    I  found  the   fame   defi- 
ciency ; 
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clency;  and  I  think  it  very  eafy 
to  be  accounted  for.  In  the  fpring 
of  the  year,  when  the  wheat  begins 
to  rife  from  the  ground,  the  land 
being  very  clean  by  the  hoeing, 
and  the  ground  very  fine  by  fo 
doing,  the  fhoweri,  that  are  very 
frequent  in  March,  caufe  the  fine 
jnould  to  rife  on  the  tender  part 
of  the  wheat  :  which,  when  it 
happens,  prevents  it  from  grow- 
ing any  farther. — It  is  a  very  good 
way,  to  low  clover  in  wheat  in 
February.  I  never  could  find, 
that  drilling  any  thing  but  beans, 
peafe,  and  tares,  would  produce 
near  fo  good  a  crop :  neither  will 
they  do  any  way  fo  well,  as  in 
drills  :  by  which  means  the  land 
is  kept  clean ;  and  makes  a  good 
feafon  for  wheat. 

Now,  in  regard  to  lucerne, 
fainfoin,  &:g.  being  put  in  drills, 
it  is  in  a  manne)-  the  fame  as  in 
the  cafe  of  wheat.  I  have  a  deal 
of  lucerne  :  part  of  it  in  drills ; 
which  I  have  endeavoured  to  keep 
clean  by  Itend-hoeing.  But,  after 
a  hard  rain,  feeing  my  horfes 
would  not  eat  it,  I  found  upon 
infpe£lion,  the  earth  was  fo  much 
waihed  into  it  *  ,  that  it  was  a 
good  reafon  for  fowing  the  other 
part  broad- call  way.  1  immedi- 
ately cut  off  that  they  eat  upon  : 
and  I  then  fowed  the  land  over  in 
broad -cafe,  and  raked  it  with'  a 
hand-rake.  I  have  not  found  any 
thing  of  the  lame  kind  happen 
ever  fince. 

If  this  information  may  be  of 
any  utility,  I  fiiall  be  happy  in 
having  given  it:  as  I  may  be  fup- 
poied   to  know  fomething   of  the 


farming  bufinefs :  having  been  iii 
it  near  forty  years.  I  began  at 
firfl:  har-how-boy  :  from  that,  I 
went  through  every  other  part  of 
plowing,  fowing,  &c.  and  before 
I  was  twenty-four  years  of  age,  I 
paid  eighteen  hundred  pounds  per 
year  rent. 

I  have  another  thing  to  offer  to 
this  fociety,  which  I  can  explain. 
It  is  that  three  crops  may  grow  in  , 
the  fame  year,  with  the  fame  cul- 
ture, and  expence,  as  one  crop ; 
and  that  they  will  not  inter- 
fere with  '  one  another :  but, 
quite  otherwife,  wherever  one  is 
good,  the  other  two  will  be  fo 
likevvife.  I  hold  at  this  time 
about  two  thoufand  two  hundred 
acres  of  arable,  meadow,  and 
pafture  land 

1  am,  with  the  utmoft  deference 
and  refpeft. 

Your  honour's  moll:  obedient, 
and  humble  fervant, 

Higham,  Wm.  TaDMAN, 

xgth  Dec.  1772. 

To    Mr.    Shield's    nurferyman,    at 
Lambeth,  Surry. 

S  I  R, 
I F  the  follcwing  fiagle  expe- 
riment, procefs,  and  produft  of  a 
fingle  grain  of  wheat,  will  give 
you  any  pleafare,  and  you  Ihall 
think  it  worth  laying  before  the 
Society  for  the  Encouragement  of 
Arts,  and  particularly  Agricul- 
ture, I  fhall  think  myfelf  amply 
paid  for  the  pains  I -took  in  mak- 
ing the  experiment.  The  increafe 
appears  allonifhing  to  me  :  Ihave, 
therefore,     communicated     it     to 


*  This  inconvenience  attending  drilled  lucerne  is  peculiar  to  Mr.  Tadman's, 
andfuch  other  very  fandy  hind.  For  many  inftances  can  be  produced  of  drilled 
lucerne,  now  growing,  which  is  entirely  free  from  it. 


you, 
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you,  though  there  may  appear 
nothing  wonderful  in  it,  when  read 
before  your  learned  body  *  :  and  I 
may  be  fmilcd  at,  for  my  rural  fim- 
plicity,  and  ignorance.  As,  pofli- 
bly,  there  may  be  many  more  won- 
derful inftances  of  vegetable  in- 
creafe,  fhould  that  be  the  cafe,  you 
will,  in  a  fingular  manner,  oblige 
me  by  communicating  them  to  me ; 
who  am  fond  of  fuch  fubjeds  of  ad- 
miration. 

I  am,  with  great  efleem,  Sir, 
Your  moll  obedient, 
and  humble  fervant, 

Amerniam,  Bucks,    Wm .  Re B  E c  c  A . 
i3tn  Jan.  1773. 

The  produce  of  a  fmgle  grain  of 
wheat,  propagated  in  the  garden 
of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Drake,  rector  of 
Amerfliam,  Bucks,  by  Wm.  Re- 
becca,  gardener. 

ON  the  firft  day  of  Auguft, 
177 1,  I  fowed,  or  rather  fet,  a 
fingle  grain  of  the  red  wheat :  and, 
in  the  latter  end  of  September, 
when  the  plant  had  tillered,  I  took 
it  up ;  and  flipped  or  divided  it 
into  four  fets,  or  flips. — Thofe 
four    fets    I     planted ;     and    they 


grew  and  tillered  as  well  as  the 
firft.  In  the  end  of  November  I 
took  them  up  a  fecond  time,  and 
made  thirty-fix  plants,  or  fets. 
Thefe  I  again  planted,  which 
grew  till  March,  1772:  in  which 
month,  I,  a  third  time,  took  up 
my  plants,  and  divided  them  into 
two  hundred  and  fifty-flx  plants, 
or  fets.  For  the  remaining  part 
of  the  fummer,  till  the  month  of 
Auguft,  they  had  nothing  done 
to  them,  except  hoeing  the  ground 
clean  from  weeds,  till  the  corn 
was  ripe.  When  it  was  gathered, 
I  had  the  ears  counted,  or  num- 
bered, and  they  v/ere  three  thou-i 
fand  five  hundred  and  eleven :  a 
great  part  of  which  proved  as 
good  grain  as  ever  grew  out  of 
the  earth.  Many  of  the  ears  mea- 
fured  fix  inches  in  length :  fome 
were  middling  grain;  and  fome 
were  very  light  and  thin.  This 
was  the  reafon  I  did  not  number 
the  grains :  but  there  was  better 
than  half  a  bufliel  of  corn  in  the 
whole  produce  of  this  one  grain 
of  wheat  in  one  year. 

Query,    would   not .  this  praftice 
(fpring-planting)  be  of  great  ufe,  f 
where    the  crops   do   mifs,  by  va- 
rious 


*  Mr.  Millar  made  the  fame  trial  at  Cambridge,  fome  years  ago,  and  with 
very  little  difference  in  the  manner.  The  relult  was  fimilar,  as  to  the  produce  j 
and  he  communicated  an  account  of  the  experiment  to  the  Royal  Society,  who 
publiftied  it  in  their  Memt.irs.  Others  have  repeated  the  experiment  with  a 
correfpondent  lucceis. — 1  he  making  more  geiiferaiiy  known,  however,'  what 
rapid  increafe  corn,  and  other  herbs  of  the  gramineous  tribe,  admit  of  by  ti-anf- 
plantation  and  divifion,  from  the  property  of  the  quick  produftlon  of  ofF-fets 
from  their  roots,  may,  at  prtl'ent,  he  of  utility;  when  atitrnpts  are  making  to 
improve  the  cuhure  of  wheal,  on  that  principle:  to  which  the  knowledge  of 
this  prodigious  multiplication  ot  the  plants,  by  divifion  of  the  roots,  ?;ave  rife. 
Tlic  Society  have  in  this  view  oiFc-red  a  premium  to  encourage  trials  ot  the  ap- 
plication ot  uanfplantation,  to  pru^liic  in  particular  cafes  where  it  may  be  advan- 
tageous. 

t  Mr.  R. -becca  is  not  fingular.  in  this  opinion.  Thoiigii  the  tranfplanting 
wheat,  as  a  g>;:.eral  mode  cf  cuilure,  is  not  ealily  rediKible  to  conlbnt  praiilice 
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rious   accidents   incident  to   farm- 
ing ? 

1  can  prove  the  above  fafts,  by 
the  atteftation  of  fufticient  wit- 
nefles,  if  doubted. 


Accounts  of  Methods  of  Rearing 
Calves  ^without  Milk,  or  fa^ving 
it  after  a  port  Time ;  communi- 
cated by  Mr.  B  u  D  D ,  M?:  Fo  R  s  - 
TER,  and  Mr.  Carr,  to  the 
Society  for  the  Encouragement 
of  Arts,  Manufadlures,  and 
Commerce,  and  infertcd  at  their 
Requeji  :  from  the  fame. 

To  the  Society  for  the  Encourage- 
ment of  Arts,  Manufactures, 
and  Commerce. 

Gentlemen, 

HAVING  obferved  in  your 
book  of  premiums,  for  the 
year  1771,  your  ofter  of  a  gold 
medal  tor  an  account  of  the  beft 
method   of    rearino-    black    cattle 


without  milk ;  and  having  made 
many  experiments,  for  thefe  four 
or  five  years  pad:,  I  am  induced  to  ^ 
become  a  candidate  for  it.  I, 
therefore,  lay  before  you  the  fol- 
lowing method  of  rearing  black 
cattle  without  milk  *  . 

In  two  or  three  days  after  they 
are  calved,  I  take  the  calves  from 
the  cows,  and  put  them  in  a  houfe 
by  themfelves. — I  then  give  them 
a  kind  of  water-gruel,  compofed 
of  barley  about  one-third,  and 
two-thirds  of  oats,  ground  toge- 
ther very  fine.  i  then  fift  the 
mixture  through  a  very  fine  fieve ; 
put  it  into  the  quantity  of  water 
(mentioned  below)  ;  and  boil  it 
half  an  hour,  when  I  take  it  ofF 
the  fire,  and  let  it  remain  till  it  is 
milk-warm,  I  then  give  each  calf 
about  a  qu.'yjt  in  the  morning,  and 
the  fams  quantity  in  the  evening  ; 
and  increafe  it,  as  the  calf  grows 
older.  It  requires  very  little 
trouble,  to  make  them  drink  it. 
After    the   calves    have    had  this 


yet  in  fuch  cafes,  as  he  intimates,  where  confiderable  parts  of  land  have  failed 
after  autumn-fowing,  it  may  be  done  with  great  convenience.  Nor  does  there, 
after  a  very  careful  examination  of  the  fubje£t,  appear  any  folid  reafon,  why, 
in  the  feafons  when  the  autumn-culture  of  wheat  has  failed  much,  frefli  land 
might  not  be  planted  with  off-fets  of  that  grain,  as  well  to  private  emolument, 
as  public  advantage.  This  praflice  is  the  more  promifmg,  becaufe  the  tranf- 
plantation  may  be  performed  much  later  than  the  laft  made  by  Mr-  Rebecca, 
even  till  the  end  of  April,  with  tlie  fame  certainty  of  fuccefs  :  and  land  whic°h 
had  borne  turneps,  cole-feed,  or  other  plants  for  fpring-food,  even  late  in  the 
feafon,  might  be  made  to  afford  a  large  crop  of  wheat  the  fame  fummer  with' 
great  profit,  when  there  was  a  profpeiS  of  fcarcity.  The  appreheniion  of  the 
too  high  expence  of  labour  has  been  made  the  great  objedlion  to  this  praftice. 
But  the  introduftion  of  the  fetting  wheat  inftead  of  fowing  it,  which  is  now 
done,  in  fome  places,  on  great  quantities  of  land  with  very  confiderable  profit, 
has  fet  this  matter  in  fo  clear  a  light,  from  large  experience,  that  all  difficulty 
on  this  fcore  muft  be  given  up,  where  thofe  fafts  are  known.  For  the  faving 
lYi  the  quantity  of  feed,  when  the  corn  is  fet,  nearly  pays  for  the  difference  of 
the  expence  of  labour  betwixt  that  method  and  lowing  :  and  this  faving  is  (till 
much  greater  in  the  cafe  of  tranfplanting  than  in  fetting,  though  the  expence  of 
the  labour  differs  but  little. 

*  This   account  was  deemed  fully  fatisfaftory,  and  the  gold  medal  was  ac- 
cordingly adjudgid  to  Mr.  Budd. 
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diet  for  abour  a  week  or  ten  days, 
I  tie  up  a  little  bundle  of  hay  ;  and 
put  it  in  the  middle  of  the  houfe  ; 
which  they  will,  by  degrees,  come 
to  eat.  I  alfo  put  a  little  of  the 
meal  above  mentioned  in  a  fmall 
trough  for  them,  to  eat  occafion- 
aily  ;  which  I  find  of  great  fervice 
ro  them.  I  keep  them,  in  this 
manner,  till  they  are  of  proper 
age  to  turn  out  to  grafs ;  before 
which,  they  mull  be  at  leaft  two 
months  old.  Therefore  the  fooner 
I  get  them  in  the  fpring,  the 
better. 

About  a  quart  of  the  above 
meal,  mixed  with  three  gallons 
of  water,  is  fuliicient  for  twehe 
calves  in  the  morning,  and  the 
fame  quantity  in  the  evening.  I 
increafe  the  quantity  in  propor- 
tion as  they  grow  older.  By  this 
method,  I  have  reared  between 
fifty  and  fixty  bealls  within  thefe 
four  years :  forty  of  which  I  have 
now  in  my  poffefiion ;  having  fold 
off  the  others,  as  they  became  of 
a  proper  age ;  and  by  the  fame 
method  calves  may  be  reared  with 
a  trifle  of  expence. 

1  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

Wm.Budd. 


No.  2,  Somerfet-houfe,  Stable-yard, 

Strand,  October  lo,  177 1. 
Sir, 
HAVING  obferved,  that  the 
Society  ordered  a  medal  to  be 
given  for  the  rearing  of  black 
cattle  without  milk,  I  thought  the 
Society  would  not  be  dilpleafed 
with  an  account  of  feeding  calves, 
intended  for  the  market,  and  for 
butchers  meat,  without  milk. — 
Frequently   accounts   of  imorove- 


ment  in  hulbandry  are  handed 
about,  which  never  have  been 
tried,  and  can  have  no  fuccefs 
when  put  to  the  proper  teft  by  ex- 
perience. 

The  accounr  I  prefume  to  lay 
before  the  Society  is  founded  on 
an  experience  of  feveral  years. — 
A  farmer's  wife  in  Prullia,  who 
had  enii^loyed  this  method,  kept 
it  very  fccret:  but  keeping  only 
two  or  three  cows,  and  yet  buying 
conllantly  ten  or  twelve  calves, 
and  fattening  them  in  a  Ihort 
time  fo  advantageoufly,  that  the 
butchers  always  preferred  her 
calves  to  thofe  they  could  get  of 
other  farmers,  it  was  fufpefted, 
Ihe  had  devifed  a  new  and  cheap 
method  in  feeding  them.  Some 
of  my  relations  afterwards  learned 
this  method  from  the  farmer's  wife  ; 
and  found  it  anfwer  better  than 
the  bell  milk  for  fattening  calves. 
Becaufe,  it  not  only  facceeded  in 
a  fhorter  time,  and  gave  the  veal 
the  moll  delicate  and  favory  tafte ; 
but  it  made  the  meat  whiter ; 
and  was  upon  the  whole  cheaper 
than  in  the  common  way :  as  the 
whole  milk  of  the  dairy  could  be 
fpared  for  the  purpofe  of  making 
butter. 

The  infufion  of  malt,  or  frefh 
wort,  is  the  fubftitute  to  milk.  In 
fummer,  it  may  be  given  cold : 
but  in  winter,  it  mult  have  the 
fame  degree  of  warmth,  as  the 
milk  jail  coming  from  the  cow. 
The  quantity  is  the  fame,  as  the 
milk  commonly  given  at  once 
to  a  calf:  and  it  mull  be  in- 
creafed  in  proportion  as  the  calf 
grows. 

I  wilh,  that  in  cife  the  Society 
fhould  approve  of  it,  a  new  trial 
may  be  made  of  this  method ;  and 
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if  found  to  anfwer  the  purpofe, 
that  it  may  be  publilhed  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public :  as  a  great 
quantity  of  milk  may  be  thus 
fpared  for  the  purpofe  of  making 
chccfe  and  batter,  in  order  to 
reduce  thefe  two  articles  of  our 
provifions  to  a  more  moderate 
price  than  they  have  hitherto 
been. 

Before  I  leave  this  fubjcft,  give 
me  leave,  Sir,  to  communicate  to 
the  fociety  another  cheap  method 
employed  in  Pruffia  for  rearing 
black  cattle.  After  the  expreffion 
of  the  linfeed-oil  from  linfeed, 
the  remaining  huflcs,  or  drofs,  are 
made  up  into  round  balls,  of  the 
fize  of  a  fili,  and  afterwards  dried. 
Two  or  three  of  thefe  balls  are  in- 
fufed,  and  difiblved  in  hot  water : 
and  a  third  or  fourth  part  of  frefh 
milk  is  added  in  the  beginning ; 
but  afterwards,  when  the  calves 
are  grown,  the  farmers  employ 
only  the  ikim-milk,  which  they 
mix  with  the  infufion.  If  this 
method  fiiould  deferve  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Society,  it  would  at 
once  fpare  great  quantities  of  milk 
towards  making  cheefe  and  butter, 
and  aft'ord  a  good  ufe  for  the  drofs 
Ifeft  after  the  exprefuon  of  the  lin- 
feed-cil. 

As  an  ardent  vvlfii  to  be  of  fome 
Krvice  to  mankind,  by  every  little 
addition  in  faving  hufbandry,  and 
a  view  to  reduce  the  exorbitant 
price  of  provifions  to  the  poorer, 
and  manufafturing  part  of  my 
fellow-creatures  in  this  country, 
prompted  me  chieRy  to  draw  up 
this  account,  I  hope  it  will  meet 
with  approbation  from  the  Soci- 
ety, if  not  on  account  of  its  real 
merit  and  ufefulnefs,  at  leaft  for 
the  intention,  and  like  e^ndeavoars 


to  fulfil,  in  fome  meafure,  thofc 
great  and  noble  purpofes  of  hu- 
manity, and  patriotifm,  v/hich  the 
Society  itfelf  propofes  in  all  its 
tranfaftions. 

I  am,  with  due  regard. 
Your  moll  obedient, 
and  humble  fervant, 

J.    R.    FORSTER. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr 
Carr,  refpefting  the  Rearing  of 
Calves,  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  to 
fave  the  Milk. 

IT  is  well  known  by  fome  of  the 
old  houfewives  of  Norfolk,  to  this 
day,  the  manner  of  rearing  calves 
is  with  fleeted  milk  and  water 
warmed:  which  being  too  lean 
and  thin,  turns  four  within  them, 
and  fometimes  kills  them  ;  but  in 
general  they  are  pot-bellied,  with 
their  hair  flaring :  and  fometimes 
they  turn  loufy,  which  feldom  is 
cured  till  young  grafs  purges  the 
bad  humours  cir:  which  effeft  is 
cuftornary  alio  with  refpeft  to 
hogs.  —  In  large  dairies  they  al- 
ways put  their  fleeted  milk  into  a 
ciftern,  from  day  to  day,  in  order 
to  turn  four,  and  curdle  before 
they  give  it  them ;  and  even  they 
put  an  equal  quantity  of  water  to 
it :  otherwife  it  heats  and  binds 
them  J  wherefore  they  will  not 
take  enough  to  fatten  them.  But 
from  the  cooling  quality  of  the 
water  they  will  drink  twice  as 
much  when  riius  mixed:  and  we 
find,  from  experience,  they  do 
much  better  in  this  way. 

The  bell  method  1  ever  found 
of  rearing  calves,  and  which  I 
have  purfued  for  thirty  years,  is 
to  take  them  oft'  the  cows  in  three 
weeks,  or  a  month ;  and  to  give 
nothing 
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nothing  but  a  little  fine  hay  till 
they  begin,  through  neceflity,  to 
pick  a  little.  I  then  cut  fome  of 
the  hay,  and  mix  it  with  bran  and 
oats  in  a  trough,  and  flice  fome 
turneps  about  the  fize  of  a  crown- 
piece  :  which  they  will  foon,  by 
licking  for  want  of  liquor,  learn 
to  eat.  When  the  work  is  thus 
done,  give  them  but  turneps  e- 
nough,  and  they  will  do  well. 
Give  them  no  water,  unlefs  the 
turneps  be  left  off. 


Obferuations  on  the  Damage  done  to 
Jrable  Land,  by  carrying  off  the 
Stones  from  the  Surface ;  in  a 
Letter  from  Mr.  Price;  —  and 
an  Account  cf  a  Method  of  pre - 
wnting  Blights  on  Fruit-trees, 
and  efculent  Plants,  in  tivo  Let- 
ters from  Mr.  Gullet  ; — com- 
municated to  the  Society  for  the 
Encouragement  of  Arts,  Manu- 
faiStures,  and  Commerce  j  and 
inferted  at  their  Rcquejl :  fom 
the  faine. 

Mr.    Price'j  Ohfervcitions  on  picking 
off  Stones  from  Arable  Lund. 

To  the  Honourable  Society  of 
Arts,  Manufa6ture5,  and  Com- 
merce. 

T  has  been  a  thing  well  known, 
for  a  great  while,  to  fevcral 
of  the  molt  exper!ciict.-d  farmers, 
in  many  paj-ts  of  England,  that 
taking  away  the  fmall  llor.es  and 
flints  is  highly  detrimental  to  al- 
moft  all  kinds  oi  plowed  land, 
but  particularly  fo  to  thin  ftapled, 
or  light  lands;  and  likewife  to 
all  lands  of  a  binding  nature. — 
This  I  find  has  been  long  the  opi- 
nion of  many  ikilful  farmers  in 
Vot.  XXV. 


different   parts    of   the   kingdom; 
but   it   never  did,  I  believe,   enter 
the    thoughts    of  any   one    till    of 
late  years,  that  the  damage  could 
be   nearly   fo  great    as    it   is    now 
found  to  be,   fince   unufual  quaj;i- 
tities    of  flints,   and  other    ftones, 
have  been  repeatedly  gathered  for 
the   ufe  of  the    turnpike-roads. — 
Indeed,  the  damage  done  by  this 
praftice   to    many    kinds  of  land, 
efpecially  to  fuch  as  are  mentioned 
above,  is  found  to  be  fo  great,  as 
to  be  almoft  incredible  to  any  one, 
who  has  not  particularly   ohferved, 
for  a  number   of  years,  the   pro- 
grefs  of   this  deftrudion.     I  fhall, 
therefore,    here    gi\'e    a    few    in- 
ftances,  out  of  a  great  many,  that 
have  come  to  my  knowledge,  from 
which  it  will  appear,  how  exceed- 
ingly great  the    damage    muft   be 
throughout     the      extent     of     the 
kingdom. 

In  tlie  parifh  of  Stevenage,  in 
Hertfordfliire,  there  is  a  field  of 
land  well  known  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood, by  the  name  of  Chalk- 
dell  Field,  containing  about  two 
hundred  acres.  The  land  in  this 
field  was  formerly  equal,  if  not 
fuperior,  to  molt  lands  in  that 
county ;  in  a  word,  it  was  good 
to  a  proverb.  But  lying  conveni- 
ently for  the  furveyors  of  the 
roads,  they  have  picked  it  fo 
often,  and  llripped  it  of  the  flints 
and  fmall  Hones  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  it  is  now  inferior  to  lands,  that 
were  formerly  reckoned  not  worth 
above  one  iialf  its  value,  acre  for 
acre.  I  mean  fuch  lands  as,  ly- 
ing at  a  good  diftance  from  the 
roads,  have,  for  that  rcafon,  either 
not  been  picked  at  all,  or  ^  not 
nearly  fo  miich  as  this  held.  All 
the  farmers,  and  other  perfons, 
who  have  known  the  field  for  a 
I  ;good 
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good  number  of  years,  and  have 
obferved  the  management,  and 
produce  of  it,  do  unanimoudy  de- 
clare, that  the  crops  of  grain  from 
Chalkdell  Field  have  rot,  for 
thefe  lail:  fourteen  years,  been 
much,  if  any,  above  half  what 
they  were  die  fourteen  years  im- 
mediately preceding,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  late  improvements  in 
hulbandry :  and  this  is  entirely 
owing,  as  they  all  agree,  to  Grip- 
ping the  land  of  the  ftones. — Nor 
is  it  Chalkdell  Field  alone  that  has 
materially  fufFered  in  that  county 
by  the  above  mentioned  pradice : 
on  the  contrary,  the  oldeft  and 
mofl;  experienced  farmers  in  the 
pariflies  of  (jravely,  Stevenage, 
&c.  fome  of  whom  have  been  well 
acquainted  with  farming  for  up- 
wards of  thirty  or  forty  years, 
and  have  in  general  lived  always 
on  the  fpot,  do  declare,  and  fay, 
they  are  ready  to  atteft  it  upon 
oath,  if  called  upon,  that  feveral 
thoufand  acres,  bordering  on  the 
turnpike-road  from  Welwyn  to 
Baldock  in  Herts,  have  been  fo 
much  impoverifhed  by  having  the 
llcnes  frequently  taken  away,  that 
they  are  not  now  fo  good  as  they 
would  have  been,  had  the  ftones 
been  left  upon  the  land,  fome  by 
one-fourth;  fome  by  one  fifth; 
fome  more,  fome  lefs,  of  their 
whole  prefent  value.  But  that 
all,  in  general,  have  been  mate- 
rially damaged,  fo  that  the  lofs 
to  the  inheritance  for  ever,  in  the 
aforefaid  lands,  muft  be  computed 
at  a  great  many  thoufand  pounds ; 
to  fay  nothing  of  what  the  public 
has  fuffered  in  the  deficiency  of 
the  crops  of  grain. 

But    it    may     be   aflccd,   if  the 
damage  by  taking  away  the  ftones 
he  fo  great  as   I  reprefent;    how 
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comes  it  to  pafs,  that  the  farmers, 
who  hold  the  afore  mentioned 
lands,  have  not  either  broke, 
thrown  up  their  farms,  or  got 
their  rents  lowered  ?  None  of 
which  has  generally  happened. 
This  I  grnnt ;  but  then  let  the 
very  high  price  of  grain  for  num- 
bers of  years  paft,  and  the  famine 
of  thoufands  of  ftarving  poor,  an- 
fwer  thele  queftions. — I  am  tho- 
roughly convinced,  that  the  high 
price  of  grain  has  been  the  prin- 
cipal reafon  ;  and  a  dreadful  rea- 
fon  it  is ;  why  none  of  thefe  has 
generally  happened  :  and  any  on-?, 
who  knows  the  progrefs  of  trade 
for  thirty  or  forty  years  paft,  and 
the  different  value  of  money  in 
that  period,  may  form  to  himfelf 
other  concurrent  circumftances. 
What  puts  it  beyond  doubt,  that 
this  prodigious  impoverifhing  of 
the  land  is  owing  to  no  other 
caufe  whatfoever,  but  picking  and 
carrying  away  the  ftones,  is,  that 
thofe  lands  have  generally  been 
moft  impoverifhed,  which  have 
been  moft  frequently  picked  ;  and 
fo  on  in  proportion.  Nay,  I  know 
a  field,  part  of  which  was  picked, 
and  the  other  part  plowed  up  be- 
fore they  had  time  to  pick  it : 
the  part  that  was  picked  lofl  fevem 
or  eight  parts  in  ten  of  two  fuc- 
ceeding  crops  of  grain,  though 
the  whole  field  was  manured  and 
managed  in  all  refpefts  alike.-— 
What  proves  inconteftibly,  that 
this  almofl  incredible  damage  was 
owing  folely  to  picking  the  Itones, 
is,  it  went  to  an  inch,  as  far  as 
they  were  picked,  and  no  further. 
—I  fliall  mention  but  one  inftance 
more  at  prefent.— A  gentleman  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Poulton,  in 
Lancaftiire,  who  farmed  a  part  of 
his     ellate,    ordered     the    ftones, 
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Which    lay  very     thick    on    fome 
grounds,  to    be   carefully     picked 
up,    and    carried    away.     He    did 
this    from    an     imagination,    that 
they    prevented     the    grain   from 
growing  out  of  the  earth.     Thofe 
grounds    had    always  before    pro- 
duced very  good  crops :  but  he  now 
found,  to  his  allonilhment,  that  he 
could  hardly  get  any  crops  at  all. 
He  a/ked   the  neighbouring  farm- 
ers what    they  thought    might  be 
the    r^afon  of  it ;      they  were  of 
opinion,    it   muft  be    his  cleaning 
the  land  of  the  lloncs  ;  and  advifed 
him  to  carry  :hem  back,  and  fpread 
them    again    all    over   the    land ; 
which  he  did  at  a  great  expence. 
He  had    excellent   crops  immedi- 
ately ;     fuch  as  the  land  had  pro- 
duced before   the  lloncs  had  been 
cleared  away. 

Many  perfons   have  been  ready 
to   imagine,   becaufe   nothing    can 
grow    upon    a    bare     Ibne,    that, 
therefore,  it  can  be  of  no  manner 
of  fcrvice  to  the  corn,  but   rather 
the  reverfe,  in  preventing  it  from 
growing  freely   out  of  the  ground. 
But  this  conclufion  is  by   far  too 
precipitate;  fince  Itones  are  of  fur- 
prifing    and    manifold    ufes.     For 
inftance,     they    greatly    affift    the 
plough  in  working  the  land.     They 
alfo  prevent  land  of  a  binding  qua- 
lity  from    running    together,   and 
hardening   like    mortar  in  a  wall. 
They  fcreen  the  tender  blade  from 
biafts  and  blights.     They  prevent 
the  crop,  where  the  flapie  is  thin, 
from  being    fcorched    up    by    the 
heat  in  fummer :      and  they   pre- 
vent  the  exudations    of  the  earth 
from   evaporating ;     and    by   that 
Hieans  greatly  promote  vegetation. 
Should    a  doubt  arife,   whether 
the      turnpike-roads,     which     are 
now    mended    chiefly  with   mate- 
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rials   gathered  from  plowed  lands, 
may  be  kept  in  as  good  repair  as 
they    are    at   prefent,  without  any 
confid'.-rable      addiiiona!     expence, 
if  the  power  of  gathering    mate- 
rials   from  plowed  lands  be  taken 
away,    let   it    be  confidcred,    that 
the  beft    turnpike-ronds    in   Eng- 
land are  thofe  which  arc  entirely 
made     with    round    pebbles,    and 
fuch   other     materials  as    are    dug 
from  under  ground:    and,  on  the 
contrary,    that    tliofe     which     are 
made    chiefly   v.ith   materials    ga- 
thered   from  lands,  are,  generally 
fpeaking,    the    very    worif.     This 
is  a   circumflance  any  pcrfon  may 
be  fatisfied  in  v/ith  very  little  in- 
quiry.     The  turnpike   road   from 
London  to  two  or  three  miles  be- 
yond    Hatfield,    and    thofe     from 
thence    to    Hitchin,    if   compared 
together,    will    furnifli    a    Ihiking 
inltance  of  the  truth  of  this  obfer- 
vation.      Therefore,   ihould   there, 
in  fuch  a  cafe,  be  at  firft  an  addi- 
tional   expence,    there    can   be  no 
doubt,    but   that    it    will   be  more 
than  compenfated    for  in  the   ex- 
cellence,    and     duration      of     the 
roads.     At   the  fame  time  I  malre 
this   obfervation,  1    am   rot  clear, 
that,  upon  the  whole,  there   would 
be    even   at  firft  an  additional  ex- 
pence  of  any  great  confcquence. 

In  fome  places,  I  believe,  the 
reverfe  would  be  the  cafe.  The 
above  inflanccs  and  cbfervations 
are  fubmitted,  and  earneflly  re- 
commended to  the  feriou5  confide- 
ration  of  the  honourable  ijcciety 
of  Arts,  Sec. 

by  their  mofl  humble, 

and  mofl  obedient  fervant. 


Rnehvortli,  Heit5, 
J.musry  23,    i77j. 
I    2 
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Mr.  Gullet' i  Letter  on  Blights. 

Sir, 
EVERY    member  of  the   com- 
munity, however  diftant  from    the 
metropolis,  or    private   his  llation, 
who  knows  any  thing  of  your  lau- 
dable   inftitution,  which    not   only 
takes  under  confidcration,  but  en- 
courages  the   propagation  of  every 
thing  ufefiil,   from    the    Cedar   of 
Libanus,   to    the    Hyllbp   of    the 
wall,   muft,  if  he   be   a  friend   to 
mankind,  or  a  lover  of  his  coun- 
try,   not  only    wifli   it     well,    but 
wilh    alfo    to   contribute  fomewhat 
towards    the  general  good.     It   is 
that    which   occafions    my    giving 
you  this  trouble  ;    and,  at  the   fame 
time,    makes    me   hope    you    will 
pardon   my   prefumption,  in  fend- 
ing you  the  following  obfervations 
on   io  feemingly  trivial  a  fubjeft. 
— Viz.  the  pre-venting  cabbage  plants 
from  being  eat  by  caterpillars  ;  toge- 
ther with   fome    reafons,   why  the 
fame   means  feem  capable  of  pre- 
venting blights,    and    their    effeds 
on    fruit   trees,  or   others. — Thefe 
thoughts  1   have  likewife  extended 
in     idea,    to     the    prefervacion   of 
crops  of  turneps  from  the  iiy  ;    as 
alfo   of  crops   of   wheat  from  the 
yellows,  and  other   dertruflive  in- 
feds.     Jf  thefe  latter  experiments' 
Ihould  fucceed    on   trial,   as  I    am 
{Irongly    inclined    to     think    they 
will,  then  the  fame  means,    which 
produced  thefe  effedls,  may  be  ex- 
tended   to  an   almofc   infinite    va- 
riety of  cafes  for   the  prefervation 
of  the  vegetable  kingdom. 

But  rij'ufn  tenealis  amid,  how 
v/ill  you  think  you  are  infulted, 
when  I  tell  you,  all  this  is  to  be 
performed  with  a  bup  cf  Jiinking 
elder. — Great  efteds  are  frequently 
produced    from    feemingly    trivial 


caufes.  Why  may  they  not  lit 
the  prefent  cafe  ?— Of  the  virtues 
of  elder,  in  preferving  cabbages 
from  being  deilroycd  by  cater- 
pillars, I  can  already  fay,  proba- 
twn  ey?.— We  all  know  how  very 
ofFenlive  to  the  olfadlory  nerves  a 
bulh  of  green  elder-leaves  is.  No 
body  wilhes  to  fmell  to  it,  becaufe 
it  is  fo  difagreeable ;  and  for  that 
reafon  every  one  avoids  touching 
it.  I  confider  the  olfadory  organs 
of  a  butterfly  as  much  fuperior  to 
ours,  in  delicacy  and  nicety,  as 
their  bodies  are  to  ours. — If  fo, 
why  fhould  not  what  is  fo  ofFenfive 
to  our  fmell,  be  much  more  fo  to 
theirs  ?  We  often  fee  them  alight, 
and  remain  on  cabbage-plants : 
but  who  ever  faw  them  on  a  bufh 
of  green  elder  f 

Laughable  as  this  experiment 
fecms  to  be,  I,  laft  year,  deter- 
mined to  try  it. — Accordingly  I 
took  fome  young  elder  bulhes  the 
ftems  of  which  I  held  inclofed  in 
a  paper,  that  my  hands  might  not 
ftink  of  it,  and  whipped  the  cab- 
bage-plants well  with  it,  (but  fo 
gently  as  not  to  hurt  the  plants) 
juft  as  the  butterflies  firit  ap- 
peared. After  this,  I  never  fawr 
a  butterfly  come  on  them ;  nor 
was  there,  I  believe,  a  fingle  ca- 
terpillar blown  on  any  of  the 
plants  fo  whipped,  during  the  re- 
iidue  of  the  feafon.  I  could  often 
obferve  the  butterflies  fluttering 
and  hovering  round  the  plants, 
(like  gnomes  or  fylphs)  but  never 
alight  on  them  :  although  another 
bed  of  cabbage  -  plants,  in  the 
fame  garden,  which  had  not  been 
whipped,  was  infelted,  and  eat  by 
the  caterpillars,  as  this  had  ufually 
been.  1  have  tried  the  fame  expe- 
riment again  this  year,  doubting 
not  but  to  have  the  fame   fuccefs  : 

and 
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and  fliall  be  happy,  if  (from  its 
fjmplicity)  your  Society  Ihould  not 
think  it  beneath  their  notice,  but 
take  it  under  their  patronage. 

Refledling  on  the  cifedb  of  this 
experiment,  and  the  caufe  which 
produced  them ;  and  thinking, 
that  blights  are  chiefly  and  gene- 
rally occafioned  by  fmall  flics,  and 
minute  infefts,  and  that  their  ol- 
fadory  nerves  axe  as  much  fupe- 
rior  in  delicacy  to  butterflitfs,  as 
they  are  inferior  in  fize,  1  whipped 
the  limbs  of  a  wall  plum-tree, 
when  in  full  blofTjm,  as  high  as  I 
could  reach  with  a  bufli  of  young 
elder,  whofe  leaves  I  had  bruiled, 
that  the  eflluvia  might  be  the 
ftronger,  and  fo  as  not  to  hurt  the 
bloflbm.  The  effefts  produced  by 
this  whipping,  are  that  the  leaves 
of  thefe  trees  arc  very  green, 
frefli,  fmooth,  and  flouriihing : 
the  fruit  has  fet  very  fair,  thick, 
and  thriving  ;  and  there  is  not  the 
leaft  appearance  of  a  blight  on  any 
of  the  limbs  fo  whipped  :  while 
thofe  not  fix  inches  higher;  and 
from  thence  to  the  top  of  the  tree. 
Ere  blighted,  and  fhrivelled  up  as 
ufual :  and,  as  thofe  of  this  tree 
had  been  for  /everal  years  pail ; 
and  not  one  third  fo  much  fruit  fet 
on  the  unvvhipped  part,  as  on  the 
limbs  whipped  :  though  the  blof- 
fom  was  equal :  and  there  is  more 
fruit  promiliiig  to  ripen  this  lutn- 
mer,  on  the  two  limbs  whipped, 
than  has  been  on  the  whole  tree 
for  three  years  pafl:. — I  have  fmcc 
endeavoured  to  refliore  one  of  the 
blighted  fhoots,  by  whipping  the 
leaves,  and  tying  up  a  twig  of 
elder  among  theiii  ;  which  hath, 
in  part,  had  the  dcfired  efteft,  by 
the  oftenfive  effluvia  driving  away 
the  flies.  —  By  this  means,  thole 
leaves   have   revived,   which  were 


not  abfolucely  rolled  up  in  a 
fcrowl,  where  the  infeds  are  out 
of  harm's  way,  and  the  fmell  of 
the  elder.— I  have  tried  the  like 
experiment  on  another  tree  with  the 
like  fuccefs. 

This  has  fuggelted  a  thought, 
whether  an  eld:?r-plant,  now 
erteemed  noxious  and  ofFenfive, 
may  not  be  one  day  feen  planted 
with,  and  entwining  its  branches 
among  fruit-trees,  in  order  to  pre- 
ferve  the  fruits. 

I  ftruct  over  a  bed  of  young 
cauliflower- plants,  which  had  been 
bit,  and  almofl;  dcftroyed  by  in- 
fers (either  fleas,  or  flies)  with 
an  elder -bufli:  fince  which,  they 
do  not  appear  to  have  been  touched, 
or  hurt,  but  are  recovering  a-pace  : 
and  I  promife  myfelf,  they  will 
not  be  inf'efled  again  with  any 
fort  of  infefts,  unlefs  fome  can 
be  difcovered  fond  of  living  on 
elder-leaves. 

This  circumftance  has  deter- 
mined me  to  try  the  following  ex- 
periment on  a  Crop  of  young  tur- 
neps  (which  I  am  about  to  till.) 
When  they  come  up  to  the  height 
at  which  t^icy  are  ulually  eat,  and 
greatly  damaged  by  infeds  of  fome 
kind  or  other  (either  flics  or  fleas) 
1  intend  to  let  a  man  draw  a  bulh 
or  two  of  elder,  fpread  fo  as  to 
cover  the  breadth  of  a  ridge  at 
once,  up  and  down  fmoothly  over 
the  young  turneps ;  and  1  have 
little  doubt  of  their  being  eiFeclually 
preferved. 

Crops  of  wheat,  I  flatter  my- 
ftlf,  may  be  preferved,  in  like 
manner,  from  what  the  farmers 
call  the  yeltc-LU5,  and  other  like 
accidents,  which  they  confider  as 
a  kind  of  mildew;  but  which  is 
in  fadl  (as  I  have  no  doubt  but  you 
well  know)   occafioned  by  a  fmall 
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fly,  that  blows  in  the  ear  of  the 
corn ;  and  produces  a  worm  al- 
mort  invifible  to  the  naked  eye, 
but  appearing  through  a  niicro- 
Icope  a  large  yellow  maggot,  of 
the  colour  and  glofs  of  amber, 
with  eggs  like  a  very  fine  yellow 
powder.  —  Was  a  perfon  to  draw 
an  elder-bulh  lightly  up  and  down 
over  a  ridge  of  corn,  when  the  ears 
are  firft  formed,  and  before  thofe 
flies  have  blown,  1  have  little  or  no 
doubt,  but  the  parent  infecls  would 
be  elfeftually  deterred,  and  pre- 
vented from  pitching  their  tents  in 
fo  noxious  a  fituation. 

As  thefe  thoughts,  and  the  length 
I  have  extended  them  to,  in  a  va- 
riety of  other  cafes  in  my  own 
imagination,  have  atForded  me 
ibme  pleafure,  I  trull  you  will 
pardon  my  troubling  you  with 
them, — when  I  aflure  you,  that, 
though  the  bafis  of  this  fubjefl  is 
only  a  fitnple  bufh  of  ftinking 
elder,  yet  the  communication  of 
it  is  meant  as  a  proof  of  that  re- 
fpeil,  which,  as  a  member  of  the 
community,  I  owe  to  fo  truly 
laudable  an  inftitution,  and  is  in- 
tended (however  it  may  be  re- 
ceived) pro  bono  publicc. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
Your  mofc  humble  fervant, 

Chris.  Gullett. 
Tav'ftock,  Devon, 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  forego- 
ing account,  I  have  obferved, 
that  the  fame  caufe  is  the  deftruc- 


tion   of  great  part   of 


apple- 
above 


bloffom ;  and,  could  the 
method  of  whipping  our  apple- 
trees  take  place,  1  have  little  or 
no  doub:  of  its  contributing  effen- 
tiaily  to  the  increaie  of  our  cyder- 
bearings.       For,    allured    by    the 


fragrancy  of  the  apple -blofTom,  or' 
guided  by  inllind,  or  both,  not  only 
a  fmall  black  fly  produces  fwarms 
of  young  ones  in  the  leaves, 
which  contract,  ftirivel,  and  blight 
them :  but  they,  or  fome  other 
flie-s,  blow  alfo  into  the  bloflbm, 
which  produces  a  white  maggot,  in 
confequence  of  which,  the  bloflbm 
is  contradled,  fhuts  iti'elf  dole  round 
the  worm,  and  forms  a  complete 
covering  to  it,  like  a  Ihell ;  where 
it  continues  devouring  the  heart 
of  the  blofl*om  till  that  is  efFe£lually 
deltroyed,  and  turned  to  a  yel- 
lowifh  red  colour,  like  a  dried  dock- 
leaf. 


Mr.  Gullm\  fecond  letter  on 
Blights. 

S  I  R, 

YOUR  obliging  letter,  of  the 
20th  inftant,  in  confequence  of 
mine  of  the  4th  ultimo,  gives  me 
pleafure,  as  well  as  confers  an  ho- 
nour upon  me,  which  I  was  ap- 
prehenfive  the  iimplicity  of  my 
fubjecl  would  fcarcely  entitle  me 
to;  and  therefore  demands,  and 
you  have  my  thanks.  Sir,  for  the 
early  notice  you  have  been  pleafed 
to  take  of  it,  and  your  promife  of 
laying  it  before  the  Society.  —  I 
was,  and  Itill  am  doubtful,  whe- 
ther you  meant  to  have  an  imme- 
diate anfwer  to  your  queries,  or 
at  any  time  before  your  next  meet- 
ing in  Oftober :  but  concluded 
upon  the  whole,  it  was  better  to 
err  in  fhewing  my  over-readinefs, 
than  the  leaft  backwardnefs  to 
enter  on  a  correfpondence  with  fo 
worthy  a  Society  of  literati,  which 
would  do  me  fo  much  honour; 
more  elTentially,  as  1  think  with 
you,  that  the  fubjeft  under  confi- 
deration  may  be  of  public  utility; 

which 
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which  I  confider  as  the  bafis  of 
your  inftitution,  and  which  Ihould 
animate  every  individual  to  co- 
courage  ir.  Therefore,  as  the 
poor  widow  threw  her  mite  of 
money  into  the  public  treafury  of 
riches,  fo  do  I  my  mite  of  obfer- 
vation  into  your  Society,  the  public 
treafury  of  ufeful  arts,  and  the  great 
promoter  of  commerce  :  and  which 
has  fo  largely  contributed  to  that 
afcendancy  this  kingdom  is  gaining 
over  the  reft  of  Europe  in  thefe  fe- 
veral  branches. 

The  elder  I  made  ufe  of  was  th^ 
fambucus  fru£lu  in  umbella  nigra, 
the  common  hedge-elder.  But 
then  it  was  folely  oi  the  young 
fhoots  of  this  lalt  fpring,  which,  at 
that  time,  fmelled  much  ftronger, 
and  more  ofFenfive  than  they  do  £it 
prefent,  when  arrived  at  their 
blofibming  feafon.  For  the  rind, 
or  outer  fkin  of  the  fhoots  of 
this  year,  is  now  much  thicker 
than  when  I  ufed  them ;  and  con- 
fequently  lefs  permeable  to  the 
juices,  which  are  now  become 
more  vifcid,  beginning  to  lofe 
their  fluidity,  and  to  acquire  an 
arborical  quality.  The  large  ftems 
of  elder,  which  are  covered  with 
a  thick  rough  cortex,  do  not,  I 
apprehend,  give  any  ftrong  fmell : 
and  the  expreflions  in  my  former 
letter  were  meant  to  be  confined 
folely  to  young  elder  twigs,  or 
fhoots  of  this  fpring  only.  The 
dwarf  kind  of  elder,  meotioned 
in  your  letter,  which  botanilh,  I 
apprehend,  call  ebulus,  being  more 
ottenfive  than  the  young  fhoots  of 
common  elder,  muft  undoubtedly  be 
much  preferable  to  it ;  by  fo  much, 
as  the  fmell  is  more  ofFenfive. 
Since  all  the  virtues  I  attributed  to 
elder,  are  derived  merely  from  the 
ftrong,    ill- flavoured,    difagreeable 


effluvia  it  emits: — of  which,  I  ap- 
prehend, it  lofes  confiderably,  the 
nearer  it  approaches  to  its  blofTom- 
ing  ftate  ;  as  the  bloffom  in  particu- 
lar fcarce  retains  any  of  the  genuine 
flavour.  I  do  remember  to  have 
feen  the  ebulus. 

Since  my  la(t  letter,  I  have  beer\ 
informed  of  the  following  fadt, 
which  feems  to  corroborate  my  hy- 
pothefis,  viz.  that,  when  this  county 
was  infefted  'vith  fuch  fwarms  of 
cock  ..  hjfers,  or  oak-webbs,  about 
eight  or  nine  years  ago,  in  many 
parifhes,  like  the  Egyptian  locufls, 
they  eat  up  every  green  thing,  but 
elder ;  and  there  was  fcarce  a  green 
leaf  left,  unlefs  on  the  elder- bufhcs. 
I  have  been  credibly  aflured,  that 
they  remained  untouched,  amidft 
the  general  devaflation  :  which  can 
only,  J  think,  be  accounted  for 
from  their  unpalatablenefs,  which 
mult  certainly  be  great,  to  occa- 
fion  their  efcaping  fo  voracious  a 
multitude. 

As  the  farm  I  keep  in  hand  is 
at  fome  diftance  from  this  town, 
I  ordered  my  hind  to  be  fure  to 
draw  an  elder- bufh  over  the  wheat 
fields,  as  I  mentioned  in  my  lall, 
as  foon  as  the  corn  was  eared,  and 
before  it  began  to  bloffom :  but 
the  very  dry,  hot  weather,  bring- 
ing on  the  corn  fonner  than  was 
expecfted,  I  was  furprized,  and 
greatly  vexed,  on  taking  a  ride 
thither  one  day,  to  tind  it  got, 
and  getting  into,  fine  bloflbm.— 
I,  however,  ordered,  and  accord- 
ingly next  morning,  at  day-break, 
two  fervants  went  with  two  elder 
bufhes  on  each  fide  the  ridge, 
from  end  to  end,  and  fo  back 
again ;  and  drew  them  over  fuch 
of  the  fields  as  were  not  got  too 
far  in  blolTom.  Thcfc  I  examined 
lafl  week,  and   found   prcltv  cleai- 

I  4  of 
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of  the  yellows,  much  more  fo  than 
thofe  which  were  not  cldcr-llruck. 
And  1  have  little  doubt,  but  that, 
had  the  operation  been  performed 
fooner,  it  would  have  totally  pre- 
vented their  being  at  all  touched. 
But  the  evening  before  they  were 
ftruck,  in  going  through  the  fields, 
and  looking  attentively  at  the  ears 
of  corn,  I  difcovered  vait  numbers  of 
the  flies,  which  occafion  the  da- 
mage, already  on  the  corn,  feven  or 
eight  flies  on  a  Angle  ear.  There- 
fore I  have  no  doubt,  but  that  the 
eggs  of  the  yellows,  which  are  there 
now,  were  lodged  before  the  corn 
was  {truck  with  the  elder :  as  pre- 
vention, and  not  cure,  is  all  to  be 
expefled  from  the  operation.  —  I 
took  notice  of  the  manner  of  the 
flies.  They  are  about  the  fize  of 
gnats,  with  a  yellow  body,  and 
blueifh  wings,  depofiting  their  eggs; 
which  they  do  on  the  outfide  of  the 
huik  of  the  ear,  about  the  upper,  or 
middle  part  of  the  hufk :  from 
whence,  I  fuppofe,  they  defcend 
into  the  hufii  by  the  next  fliowcrs  of 
rain,  or  dews.  One  fly  in  particu- 
lar I  faw  lay  a  great  number  of 
^ggs,  after  the  rate  of  about  one 
egg  every  fecond  of  time,  till  at 
length  I  caught  her  by  the  wing; 
and,  in  carrying  her  acrofs  three  or 
four  ridges,  I  thought  I  perceived 
fomething  on  my  thumb,  which  I 
took  up,  and,  on  viewing  it  through 
a  pocket  microfcope,  found  it  to  be 
at  leaft  eight  or  ten  eggs,  of  an  oval 
form,  which  flie  hacT  laid  in  that 
time,  and  which  I  preferved  for  fome 
time,  and  Ihewcd  to  fevcral  people. 
— Judge  then  of  their  fecundity. — 
As  a  further  proof  of  vvhich,  I  will 
inform  you,  that  the  day  I  received 
your  letter,  I  examined  fome  corns 
of  one  ear,  and  found  tiie  follow- 
ing numbers  of  living  yellow  mag- 


gots, or  infefts,  in  the  hufk  of  one 
Angle  grain,  viz.  in  the  lirft  corn 
fifteen,  in  the  fecond  nineteen,  in  the 
third  twenty-nine,  and  in  the  fourth 
forty-one. — So  large  a  number  as 
forty-one  infeds  in  one  Angle  grain, 
feems  fufiicient  to  eat  up  all  the 
corn  in  a  whole  ear :  and  we  mull 
fuppofe,  either  that,  like  the  nor- 
thern nations  of  old,  or  modern 
Arabs,  when  they  have  confu.med 
all  their  old  flock,  they  decamp  in 
fearch  of  more ;  or  tliat  they  are 
flarved  and  perifli  in  their  citadel. 
This  laft  feems  tlie  moll  likely ;  as, 
firll,  it  appears  difficult  for  them  to 
get  out ;  and  next,  Ihould  fuch  in- 
numerable multitudes  all  furvive,  or 
did  not  innumerable  multitudes  pe- 
rifli,  they  would  threaten  us  with  an 
entire  dellruftion  of  the  next  wheat 
harvefl. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for 
the  opportunity  you  have  afforded 
me  of  repeating  my  refpetts  for 
your  laudable  Society,  and  fub- 
icribing  myfelf,  as  with  great 
truth  I  am. 

Your  obliged, 

and  obedient  fervant, 

Chris.  Gullett, 

Taviflock, 
27  July,  1771. 


Difco^ery  of  the  ConJlruSlion  of  a 
Machine  for  preventing  the  ill  Ef- 
fects of  the  Fumes  of  Mercury  rif- 
ing  in  the  Operation  of  Water- 
gilding  upon  Siluer,  Copper,  and 
other  Metals;  by  Mr.  J.  Hills. 

To  the  Prefident  and  Mem.bcrs  of 
the  Society  for  the  Encourage- 
ment of  Arts. 

My  Lord  and  GentlemeNj, 

THOUGHT    It   neceflary,   at 

the  introducing  of  the  Model, 

wluch. 


USEFUL    PROJECTS.        121 


Vvhich  I  hope  will  be  found  a  pre- 
ventive again  ft  the  ill  efFcdls  of 
Mercury  in  Water-gilding,  to  en- 
deavour to  explain  its  ufe,  as  fol- 
lows— 

The  injury  received,  is  at  the 
time  the  work  remains  out  of  the 
fire,  from  which  arifes  a  vifible 
vapour  impregnated  with  the 
grofleft  part  of  mercury,  which, 
for  want  of  proper  conveyance, 
the  workman  mull  inevitably  re- 
ceive each  time  he  breathes  :  to 
prevent  thofe  ill  efFeds,  I  have 
contrived  a  pair  of  bellows,  which 
immediately  draw  the  effluvia  that 
would  otherwife  difperfe  about 
him.  The  tin  receiver,  in  which 
runs  a  tube  from  the  bottom  of  the 
bellows,  is  to  receive  that  part  of 
the  vapour  whieh  the  valve  of  the 
bellows  repels  every  time  it  goes 
down.  This  is  made  of  tin,  but 
would  be  found  more  efficacious 
if  made  of  common  copper,  gilt 
on  the  infide  with  leaf- gold,  by 
reafon  of  the  mercury  adhering 
thereto.  It  is  perhaps  proper  to 
mention,  what  otherwife  may  be 
thought  an  inconvenience,  name- 
ly, the  blowing  of  the  bellows, 
which  may  be  done  at  any  time  by 
a  boy :  but  as  it  is  not  fo  labo- 
rious as  the  treading  of  a  turner, 
and  many  other  ways  of  bulinefs, 
perfons  fo  inclined  may  work  them 
with  a  ftirrup,  without  other  af- 
Jiitance,  and  will  find  great  bene- 
fit by  the  moderate  perfpiration  it 
will  in  courfe  bring  on  ;  to  which 
a  farther  precaution  might  be 
added,  that,  if  the  workman 
chufes,  he  may  put  a  piece  of  gold 
in  his  mouth  and  nollrils  ;  but 
every  continued  oblh-U(ilion  to 
breathing  in  the  manner  that  na- 
ture has  ordered,  mull  prove  de- 
trimental     to      the     conllitution ; 


therefore,  upon  the  whole,  I  dif- 
approve  of  fuch  praftices.  The 
glafs,  which  1  have  made  to  take 
off  and  bring  on,  as  occafion  re- 
quires, will  iupply  them.  I  have 
liill  added  one  of  a  different  make, 
on  a  plan  which  I  think  in  the 
largeft  fort  of  work  will  be  found 
melt  effedual ;  a  draught  of  which 
I  have  annexed  to  the  model,  and 
will  here  briefly  defcribe.  It  is  a 
frame  glazed  to  go  all  round  the 
tin  receiver,  and  come  down  as 
low  as  the  perfon's  lap;,  two  holes 
with  valves,  made  of  leather,  re- 
ceive the  arms,  and  will  not  be 
found  inconvenient  in  working, 
by  realon  that  the  fhirt  fleeves  are 
then  always  up. — Having  thus  far 
defcribed  the  principal  parts  of 
this  model,  Ihall  leave  it  to  your 
better  judgment ,  and  if  approved, 
will  give  great  pleafure  and  fauf- 
fadtion  to. 
Gentlemen, 

Your  moll  obedient 

humble  fervant 

J.  Hills. 
Rofamonil'-s  Row,  Clerken- 
well,  Dec.  9th,  1773. 

Explanation. 

To  give  a  dillinft  idea  of  this 
invention,  a  more  circumllantial 
defcription  mull  be  attempted ; 
and  the  intended  application  be- 
ing therewith  likevvife  fliewn,  a 
better  judgment  of  its  utility  may 
be  formed.  It  is  generally  un- 
derftood,  that  the  gilder  is  placed 
before  an  open  furnace  or  raifed 
fire-place,  putting  in  and  taking 
out  alternately  the  pieces  of  metal 
that  are  gilding.  The  memorial 
points  out,  that  the  injury  re- 
ceived is  during  the  time  the  work 
is  out  of  the  lire. — The  reafon  of 
that  is    obvious i    the   workman  is 

then 
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tlien  brufhing,  or  laying  on  more 
amaigama,  holding  the  piece  al- 
moli  under  his  nofe ;  and  as  a 
i'mall  degree  of  heat  raifes  mercury 
into  fumes,  it  readily  occurs,  that 
the  heat  of  the  metal  forms  that 
noxious  vapour  which  he  receives 
into  his  lungs  every  time  he 
breathes,  unlefs  it  be  diverted  by 
fome  current  of  air;  and  then  its 
baneful  effeft  may,  in  a  lefs  de- 
gree, fpread  in  the  room,  ilill  be 
felt  by  him  and  thofe  who  are 
cbliged  to  be  with  him.— To  re- 
move all  that  mifchief,  the  inven- 
tor has  thought  of  coUeding  the 
jio;iious  vapour  together,  and  con- 
veying it  diredlly  up  into  the  chim- 
ney.— To  do  this  he  has  contrived 
2  funnel  fixed  againll  the  breaft  of 
the  chimney,  over  the  fpot  where 
the  work  is  held  during  the  ope- 
lation,  and  from  which  the  fumes 
mull  rife  into  it.  This  funnel, 
cr  receiver,  as  he  calls  it,  is,  as 
to  fhape,  like  a  common,  wide, 
fiatted,  tin  tube,  with  a  joint  or 
leturn  in  the  upper  part,  carried 
through  the  brick-work  into  the 
flue,  as  a  channel  of  conveyance 
into  the  chimney :  but  the  afcent 
of  the  vapour  being  flow  and  un- 
certain, without  a  draught  of  air 
to  lead  it  up,  he  hath  farther  con- 
trived a  tin  pipe,  one  end  of 
which  is  fixed  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  funnel,  and  the  other  in  the 
Talve  or  draught-hole  of  a  large 
fized  beiiows,  relling  upon  the 
upper  part  or  returning  joint  of 
the  funnel,  and  having  its  nozel 
led  (over  the  funnel)  through  the 
brick-work  into  the  liue. — l"he 
effect  of  thofe  bellows  is  to  draw 
up,  and  force  the  floating  fumes 
into  the  chimney ;  and  that  is 
obtained  by  the  operator's  work- 
ing thera   with  his  foatj  by  means 


of  a  line  fjflened  to  the  uppef 
handle  of  the  bellows,  and  carried 
over  a  pulley  fkrewed  into  the 
ceiling,  or  into  a  piece  of  wood 
projeding  from  the  chimney,  and 
thence  brought  down  and  tied  to 
a  itirrup,  with  which  it  is  moved 
up  and  down  like  a  treadle. — 
Another  part  of  the  invention,  is 
a  glazed  frame  or  window-fafh, 
placed  between  the  operator  and 
his  work,  to  fkreen  him  from  the 
approach  of  the  noxious  fumes; 
it  is  either  ftraight  and  of  the 
breadth  of  the  chimney,  without  a 
return,  and  made  to  Aide  up  and 
down ;  or  elfe,  as  he  fays,  for 
large  work,  made  circular,  and 
of  a  fize  to  encompafs  the  funnel, 
and  clofe  againll:  the  corners  of 
the  chimney ;  and  then,  inftead  of 
a  Hiding  part,  to  have  in  front, 
two  of  the  fquares  not  glazed,  but 
lined  with  leather  fleeves  for  the 
arms  to  pafs  through  to  the  work  j 
which,  by  either  of  thofe  modes 
of  prevention,  he  affures,  may  be 
done  without  hurt  to  the  health 
of  the  operator. 

The  fubjeft  of  the  memorial 
and  the  invention  difclofed  by  the 
model,  being  taken  into  confidc- 
ration,  the  Society  refolved.  That 
a  machine  of  a  proper  fize  for  a 
common  chimney  fliould  be  con- 
llrudted  at  their  expence  :  and  Mr. 
Platts,  a  workman  in  the  water- 
gilding  way,  being  found  willing 
to  make  the  trial,  the  machine 
was  put  up  in  his  room;  and  a 
day  being  fixed,  feveral  members 
of  the  Society  went  to  fee  its  effed, 
and  reported,  that  they  had  not 
felt  any  of  the,  fo  called,  fiveet 
vapour,  during  the  operation : 
after  which  the  following  letter 
was  received  by  the  Secretary. 

To 
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To  Mr.  More. 

Sir, 
HAVING  been  informed,  it 
was  neceffiry  that  I  fhoula  deliver 
my  opinion  of  the  maciiine  for 
preventing  the  ill  efFefts  of  mer- 
cury in  water-giVding  ;  I  have  the 
pleafure  lo  inform  you,  that  I 
have  made  ufe  of  it  ever  fmce  the 
trial,  and  wifh  I  had  been  fo  hap- 
py as  to  have  had  the  ufe  of  fuch 
an  invention  twenty  years  ago  ;  I 
make  no  doubt  but  1  fhould  have 
been  free  from  the  dilorder  I  have 
fo  long  laboured  under.  As  the 
gentlemen  have  been  fo  indulgent 
as  to  favour  me  with  the  opportu- 
nity of  experiencing  thefe  lalutary 
cfFsdls,  I  (hall  from  gratitude  be 
ready  to  inform  every  perfon  of 
the  conllrudion  of  the  machine, 
s,&  far  as  lies  i»  my  power. 

1  am.  Sir, 

your  humble  fervant, 

M.  Platts. 

Upon  the  confirmed  report,  and 
the  additional  circumftance  of 
chsapne/s  and  fimpVtcity  of  conji ruc- 
tion, recommended  in  the  adver- 
tifement  for  the  prefer^vation  of  the 
health  of  poor  n.\;orkmen,  it  was  re- 
folved.  That  the  candidate,  Mr. 
J.  Hills,  was  juftly  entitled  to  the 
Premium,  being  twenty  guineas, 
offered  for  difcovering  to  the  So- 
ciety an  efFcdual  method  of  pre- 
venting the  ill  efFeds  in  Water- 
gilding  Silver,  Copper,  or  other 
Metals. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Hills,  originally  a 
Seal-engraver,  fince  moved  to 
No.  82,  Berwick-Street,  Soho, 
keeps  a  Ihop  of  Natural  and  Ar- 
tificial Curiofities  ;  and  of  Glafs 
ftained  by  his  particular  invention. 


Account  of  the  Vfefulnefs  of  njuajh' 
ing  the  Stems  of  Trees.  By  Mr. 
Robert  Marfham,  of  Stratton, 
F.  R.  S.  From  the  Philofophi- 
cal  Tranfadtions,  iiol.  Ix.xi. 
part  2, 

THE  following  account  is  a 
kind  of  pofticript  to  my 
letter  to  Dr.  Mofs,  Lord  Bifhop 
of  Bath  and  Wells,  in  1775,  which 
the  Royal  Society  did  me  the  ho- 
nour to  publifli  in  the  Philofophi- 
cal  Traniadions  in  1777.  In  that 
I  fhewed  how  much  a  beech  in- 
creafed  upon  its  ftem  being  cleaned 
and  vvafhed ;  and  in  this  I  fhall 
fhew,  that  th^  benefit  of  cleaning 
the  ftem  continues  feveral  years : 
for  the    beech  which   I  waflied  in 

1775  has  increafed  in  the  five 
years  fince  the  walhing  eight  in- 
ches and  fix-tenths,  or  above  an 
inch  and  feven-tenths  yearly;  and 
the  aggregate  of  nine  unwafhed 
beeches  of  the  fame  age  does  not 
amount  to  one  inch  and  three- 
tenths   yearly    to     each    tree.      In 

1776  I  walhed  another  beech  (of 
the  fame  age,  'vi-z.  feed  in  1741)  ; 
and  the  increafe  in  four  years  fince 
the  wafiiing  is  nine  inches  and 
two-tenths,  or  two  inches  and 
three-tenths  yearly,  when  the  ag- 
gregate of  nine  unwaihed  beeches 
amounted  to  but  one  inch  and 
three-tenths  and  a  half.  In  1776 
I  wafhed  an  oak  which  I  planted 
in  1720,  which  has  increafed  in 
the  four  years  fince  wafhing  feven 
inches  and  two-tenths,  and  the 
aggregate  of  three  oaks  planted 
the  lame  year  (-viz.  all  I  mea- 
fured)  amounted  to  but  one  inch 
yearly  to  each  tree.  In  1779  I 
waflied  another  beech  of  the  fame 
age,  and  the  increafe  in  1780  was 

thrctt 
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three  inches,  when  the  aggregate 
of  fifteen  unwalhed  beeches  was 
not  full  fifteen  inches  and  fix- 
tenths,  or  not  one  inch  and  half 
a  tenth  to  each  tree ;  yet  moft  of 
thefe  trees  grew  on  better  land 
than  that  which  was  wafhed.  Bat 
I  apprehend  the  whole  of  the  ex- 
traordinary increafe  in  the  two  la  ft 
experiments  fhould  not  be  attri- 
buted to  wafhing :  for  in  the  au- 
tumn of  1778  I  had  greafy  pond 
mud  fpread  round  fome  favourite 
trees,  as  far  as  I  fuppofed  their 
roots  extended ;  and  although 
Tome  trees  did  not  ftiow  to  have 
received  any  benefit  from  the  mud, 
yet  others  did,  that  is,  an  oak 
increafed  half  an  inch,  and  a  beech 
three-tenths,  above  their  ordinary 
growth.  Now  though  the  beech 
gained  but  three  tenths,  yet,  per- 
haps, that  may  not  be  enough  to 
allow  for  the  mud;  for  the  fum- 
mer  of  1779  was  the  moft  ungenial 
to  the  growth  of  trees  of  any  fince 
I  have  meafured  them;  fome  not 
gaining  half  their  ordinary  growth, 
and  the  aggregate  increafe  of  all 
the  unwafhed  and  unmudded  trees 
that  I  meafured  (ninety-three  in 
number    of  various  kinds)   was    in 

1779  but  fix  feet  five  inches  and 
feven-tenths,  or  feventy-feven  in- 
ches and  feven-tenths,  which  gives 
but  eight-tenths  and  about  one- 
third  to  each  tree;  when  in  1778 
(a  very  dry  fummer  in  Norfolk) 
they  increafed  feven  feet  and  nine- 
tenths,  or  near  eighty- five  inches, 
which  gives  above  nine-tenths  to 
each   tree :     and    this   fummer    of 

1780  being  alfo  very  dry,  yet  the 


aggregate  increafe  wa^  above  half 
an  inch  more  than  in  1778.  But 
the  beft  increafe  of  thefe  three 
years  is  low,  as  there  are  but 
twenty  of  the  ninety-three  trees 
that  were  not  planted  by  me,  and 
greater  increafe  is  reafonably  ex- 
peded  in  young  than  old  trees ; 
yet  I  have  an  oak  now  two  hun- 
dred years  old  *  (1780),  which  is 
fixtecn  feet  and  five  inches  in  cir- 
cumference, or  one  hundred  and 
ninety-feven  inches  in  two  hun- 
dred years.  But  this  oak  cannot 
properly  be  called  old.  The  an- 
nual increafe  of  very  old  trees  is 
hardly  meafurable  with  a  ftring, 
as  the  flighteft  change  of  the  air 
will  aff'ecl  the  ftring  more  than  a 
year's  growth.  The  largeft  trees 
that  I  have  meafured  are  fo  far 
from  me,  that  1  have  had  no  op- 
portunity of  meafuring  them  a 
fecond  time,  except  the  oak  near 
the  honourable  Mr.  Legge's  Lodge 
in  Holt  Foreft,  which  does  not 
fhow  to  be  hollow.  In  1759  ■'■ 
found  it  wa?,  at  feven  feet  (for  a 
large  fwelling  rendered  it  unfair 
to  meafure  at  five  or  fix  feet)  a 
trifle  above  thirty-four  feet  in  cir- 
cumference, and  in  1778  I  found 
it  had  not  increafed  above  half  an 
inch  in  nineteen  years.  This  more 
entire  remain  of  longevity  merits 
fome  regard  from  the  lovers  of 
trees,  as  well  as  the  hollow  oak 
at  Cowthorp  in  Yorkftiire,  which 
Dr.  Hunter  gives  an  account  of  in 
his  edition  of  Evelyn's  Sih'a,  and 
calls  it  forty-eight  feet  round  at 
three  feet.  I  did  not  meafure  it 
fo  low ;  but  in  I  ■'68  I  found  it,  at 


*  I  cannot  millake  in  the  age  of  this  oak,  as  I  have  the  deed  bet\^'een  my 
anceftor  Robert  Marfham  and  the  Copyhold  Tenants  of  his  Manor  of  Stratton, 
dated  May  20,  1580,  upon  liis  then  inclolin^  fome  of  his  walle;  and  the  abuttal 
is  clear. 
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four  feet,  forty  feet  and  fix  inches ; 
and  at  five  feet,  thirty-fix  feet  and 
fix  inches ;  and  at  fix  feet,  thirty- 
two  feet  and  one  inch.  Now,  al- 
though this  oak  is  larger  near  the 
earth  than  that  in  Hampfhire, 
vet  it  diminifhes  much  more  fud- 
denlv  in  girt,  'viz,  eight  feet  and 
five  inches  in  two  feet  of  height 
(I  reckon  by  my  own  meafurcs,  as 
I  took  pains  to  be  exaft).  Sup- 
pofe  the  diminution  continues 
about  this  rate  (for  I  did  not  mea- 
fure  fo  high)  then  at  feven  feet  it 
will  be  about  twenty-eight  feet  in 
circumference,  and  the  bottom 
fourteen  feet  contain  fix  hundred 
and  eighty- fix  feet  round  or  buy- 
ers meafure,  or  feventeen  ton  and 
fix  feet;  and  fourteen  feet  length 
of  the  Hamplhire  oak  is  one  thou- 
fand  and  {even  feet,  or  twenty- five 
ton  and  feven  feet,  that  is,  three 
hundred  and  twenty-one  feet  more 
than  the  Yorkfhire  oak,  chough  that 
is  fuppofed  by  many  people  the 
greatell  oak  in  England. 

1  am  unwilling  to  conclude  this 
account  of  wafhing  the  Hems  of 
trees  without  obfcrving,  that  all 
the  ingredients  of  vegetation  u- 
nited,  which  are  received  from  the 
roots.  Item,  branches,  and  leaves 
of  a  mofly  and  dirty  tree,  do  not 
produce  half  the  increafe  that 
another  gains  whofe  Item  is  clean 
to  the  head  only,  and  that  not 
ten  feet  in  height.  Is  it  not 
clear  that  this  greater  *fliare  of 
nourifliment  cannot  come  from 
rain  ?  for  the  dirty  Item  will  re- 
tain the  moilture  longer  than  when 
clean,  and  the  nourifhment  drawn 


from  the  roots,  and  imbibed  by 
the  branches  and  leaves,  muft  be 
the  fame  to  both  trees.  Then 
muft  not  the  great  fhare  of  vege- 
tative ingredients  be  conveyed  in 
dew  ?  May  not  the  mofs  and  dire 
abforb  the  fineft  parts  of  the  dew  ? 
and  may  they  not  aft  as  a  kind  of 
fkreen,  and  deprive  the  tree  of 
that  Ihare  of  air  and  fun  which  it 
requires  f  To  develope  this  my- 
fterious  operation  of  nature  would 
be  an  honour  to  the  moft  inge- 
nious, and  the  plain  fad  may  af- 
ford pleafure  to  the  owners  of 
young  trees ;  for  if  their  growth 
may  be  increafed  by  cleanfing  their 
ftems  once  in  five  or  fix  years  (and 
perhaps  they  will  not  require  it 
fo  often)  if  the  increafe  is  but  half 
an  inch  yearly  above  the  ordinary 
growth,  it  will  greatly  over-pay 
for  the  trouble,  be.ldes  the  plea- 
fure of  feeing  the  tree  more  flou- 
rilhing.  Although  the  extra  in- 
creafe of  my  firft  walhed  beech  was 
but  four-tenths  of  an  inch,  the 
fecond  was  nine-tenths  and  a  half, 
and  the  third  near  two  inches,  fo 
the  aggregate  extra  increafe  is 
above  one  inch  and  one-tenth 
yearly :  and  the  increafe  of  the 
oak  is  eight-tenths.  But  calling 
it  only  hatf  an  inch,  then  fix  years 
will  produce  above  five  cubic  feet 
of  timber,  as  the  oak  is  eight  feet 
round,  and  above  twenty  feet 
long,  and  fixpence  will  pay  for 
the  walhing,  fo  there  remains  nine 
(hillings  and  fixpence  clear  gain  in 
fix  years. 

Stratton, 
Oci.  29,  17S0. 
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Seme  Account  of  Lichfield,  and  its 
Cathedral;  extra&ed  from  Pen- 
nant's Juurney  from  Chefler  to 
London. 

LICHFIELD  is  a  place  of 
Saxon  origin,  and  owes  its 
life  to  Ceadda,  or  Chad,  the  great 
faint  of  Mercia.  I  omit  the  le- 
gend of  the  thouLnd  Chriflian?, 
difciples  of  St.  Amphiboli-.i,  that 
were  martyred  here  under  Diocle- 
iian ;  or  the  three  kings  flain  at 
this  place  in  battle,  as  fculptured 
over  the  town-hall.  I  take  up  its 
hiftory  about  the  year  656,  when 
Ofway,  king  of  the  country,  ella- 
blilhed  a  biflioprick  here,  and 
made  Dwina,  or  Dinina,  the  firfl 
prelate.  To  him  fucceeded  Cel- 
lach  and  Trumberd;  and  on  his 
demife,  the  famous  Ceadda.  This 
pious  man  at  flrft  led  an  eremiti- 
cal life,  in  a  cell,  at  the  place  en 
which  now  Hands  the  church  of  his 
name,  and  fupported  himfelf  by 
the  milk  of  a  white  hind.  In  this 
place  he  was  difcovered  by  Rufine, 
the  fon  of  Wolphere,  who  was  pn- 
vately  inflrudled  by  him  till  the 
time  of  his  martyrdom,  befcre- 
recited.  Remorfe,  and  confe- 
quential  converfion,  feized  the 
Pagan  prince.     As  fome  fpecies  of 


expiation,  he  preferred  the  apoftle 
to  the  vacant  fee.  He  built  him- 
fe'if  a  fmall  houfe  near  the  church, 
and,  with  feven  or  eight  of  his 
brethren,  during  the  interval  of 
preaching,  read  and  prayed  in  pri- 
vate. On  the  approach  of  his 
death,  flights  of  angels  fang  hymns 
over  his  cell.  Miracles  at  his 
tomb  confirmed  the  holinefs  of  hii 
life.  A  lunatic,  that  by  accident 
efcaped  from  his  keepers,  lay  a 
night  on  it,  and  in  the  morning 
was  found  reftored  to  his  fenfes. 
The  very  earth  taken  out  of  it, 
was  an  infallible  remedy  for  all 
diforders  incident  to  man  or  beaft. 
*  Ceadda  was  of  courfe  canonized; 
a  flirine  was  erefled  in  honour  of 
him  ;  great  was  the  concourfe  of 
devotees ;  the  place  increafed  and 
flouriflied. 

The  hiflory  of  our  cathedrals 
is,  in  its  beginning,  but  the  hif- 
tory of  fuperftition,  mixed  with 
fome  truth  and  abundance  of  le- 
gend ;  htMnillating  proof  of  the 
vveaknefs  of  the  human  mind  1 
yet  all  the  fine  arts  of  pall  times, 
and  all  the  magnificent  works  we 
now  fo  juftly  admire,  are  owing 
to  a  fpecies  of  piety  that  every  lover 
of  the  elegance  of  architedure  muft 
rejoice  to  have  exilled. 


»  Bede  liift.  lilj.  Iv.  c.  3. 
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We  are  toW,  that  in  the  days  of    fee  to  that  city,  and  at  once  fcrap- 
Jaruman,  about  the  year  666,  the     ed  from  a  fmgle  beam,  that  fup- 

ported  a  fhrine,  500  marks  worth 
of  filver  f . 

I  now  fpeak  of  a  prelate  of  a 
different  temper ;  to  whofe  muni- 
ficence both  the  church  and  city 
were  highly  indebted.  Roger  dc 
Clinton,  confecrated  in  1 1 29, 
took  down  the  antient  Mercian 
cathedral.  We  are  not  informed 
of  the  dimeniions  or  nature  of  the 
building,  any  more  than  wc  are 
of  that  built  by  this  bilTiop.  It 
muft  have  been,  according  to  the 
reigning  mode  of  the  times,  of  the 
fpccies  of  architedlure  ufually 
called  Saxon,  with  malTy  pillars 
and  round  arches.  There  is  not 
at  prefent  the  leall:  relique  of  this 
ftile.  But  I  am  unacquainted 
with  the  accident,  or  calamity, 
which  deitroycd  the  labours  of 
this  pious  prelate ;  who  took  up 
the  crofs,  and  died  at  Antioch,  on 
a  pilgrimage  to  the  holy  fepul- 
chre. 

After  a  fucceflion  of  twelve  pre- 
lates, Walter  de  Langton,  trea- 
furer  of  England,  was  confecrat- 
ed bifiiop  cf  this  fee,  in  1296.  He 
was  highly  favoured  by  Edward  I, 
His  profperlty  was  interrupted  br 
the  relentment  of  the  prince,  who 
meanly  revenged  on  the  bilhop  a 
fhort  imprifonment  he  had  fuffer- 
ed  in  the  time  of  his  father,  for 
riotoufly  deftroying  his  deer.  Af- 
ter a  perfecuticn  and  confinement 
of  above  two  years,  lie  emerged 
from  all  his  difficulties,  and  re- 
fumed  liis  pallcral  charge  in  a 
manner  that  did  him  great  ho- 
nour. He  may  be  confidered  as 
the  third  architedc  of  tills  cathe- 


cathedral  was  founded. 

I  Ihall  not  trouble  the  reader 
with  a  dry  lift  of  prelates,  but  only 
mention  thofe  diltinguilhed  by  fome 
remarkable  event,  that  befel  the 
fee  during  their  days. 

In  thofe  of  Winfrid,  fucceffor 
to  St.  Chad,  in  674,  Theodore, 
Archbilhop  of  Canterbury,  thought 
fit  to  divide  the  bifhoprick  into 
two,  and  to  eftablifh  the  other  at 
Sidnacefter,  in  Lincolnfhire,  the 
prefent  Stow.  Winfrid  difap- 
proving  this  defalcation,  was  de- 
prived for  contumacy.  The  dio- 
cefe  might  well  bear  dividing ; 
for  at  that  time  it  contained  the 
whole  kingdom  of  Mercia.  At 
prefent,  it  comprehends  all  Staf- 
fordfhire,  except  Brome  and 
Cft.,t,  iich  belong  to  Worcef- 
ter;  the-'  rgcr  part  of  Warwick- 
Jhirc  ;  ,T.n'4  about  half  Shropfliire. 

In  th^.'time  of  Bifhop  Adulf, 
OfFa,  King  of  the  Mercians,  pro- 
cured liberty  from  the  pope  of 
erefting  the  fee  into  an  arch- 
bilhoprick,  in  786,  and  to  afiign 
him  for  fuffragans  Wir.chcfter, 
Hereford,  Lageceller  (Lelcefter), 
Helmham,  and  Dunwick.  This 
honour  died  with  Adulf. 

A  Bilhop  Peter,  in  1067,  the 
year  fucceeding  the  conquelt,  re- 
!)ioved  the  fee  to  St.  John's,  in 
Chelier;  where  he  died,  and  was 
interred,  in  1085. 

His  fucceffor,  Robert  de  Lime- 
fey,  fmitten  with  the  leve  of  the 
gold  and  filver  *  with  which  the 
pious  Earl  Leofiic  had  covered 
the  walls  of  his  new  convent  at 
Coventry,   in     1095    removed   the 


■*  Wh.irtou'^  Ar.gl.  Sacr.  i.  433. 

t  WiJli^m  9f  Malnifbury,  as  tjucted  by  Dugdale,  Hifl.  Warwick,  i.  157. 
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dral :  to  him  we  are  indebted  for 
the  prefent  elegant  pile.  He  laid 
the  foundation  for  our  lady's  cha- 
pel; an  edifice  of  uncommon 
beauty,  finifhed  after  his  death 
with  money  left  for  that  purpofe. 
He  built  the  cloyftcrs,  and  ex- 
pended 2cooA  upon  a  fhrine  for 
iit.  Chad.  He  beftowed  on  the 
choir  feveral  rich  vcftments,  a 
chalice,  and  two  cups  of  beaten 
gold,  to  the  value  of  200/.  To 
the  vicars  choral  he  gave  a  land- 
ing cup,  and  an  annual  penfion 
of  20/.  and  procured  for  them 
and  the  canons  great  immunities : 
in  particular,  there  was  an  order 
from  the  king  to  the  juftices  of 
StafFordfhire,  that,  without  trial, 
they  fliould  hang  upon  the  next 
gallows  divers  perfons  that  by 
force  kept  their  lands  from  them. 
This  prelate  alfo  furrounded  the 
clofe  with  a  wall  and  ditch,  made 
the  great  gate  at  the  well:  end, 
and  the  poftern  at  the  fouth.  He 
gave  his  own  palace,  at  the  weft 
end  of  the  clofe,  to  the  vicars  cho- 
ral, and  built  a  new  one  for  him- 
felf  at  the  eaft  end.  Lie  -  partly 
built,  or  enlarged,  the  cafde  at 
Ecclelhal,  and  the  manors  of 
Heywood  ■  and  Shugborow,  and 
the  palace  in  the  Strand.  He  fi- 
nifhed his  ufeful  life  in  Nov.  1321, 
and  was  buried  in  the  chapel  of 
his  own  founding. 

The  cathedral  continued  in  the 
fiate  it  was  left  by  Bifhop  Lang- 
ton,  till  the  time  of  the  difiblii- 
tion,  when  the  rich  fhrine  of  St, 
Chad,  and  other  objeds  of  fimi- 
lar  devotion,  fell  a  prey  to  the 
rapacity  of  the  prince.  The 
building  continued  in  its  prilHne 
bt-auty  till  the  unhappy  wars  of 
the   laft  Century,   when  it  fufFered 


greatly  by  three  fiegcs.  The  ft- 
tuation  of  the  place  on  an  emi- 
nence, furrounded  by  water  and 
by  deep  ditches,  and  fortified 
with  walls  and  baftions,  rendered 
it  unhappily  a  proper  place  for  a 
garrifon. 

Jn  1643,  it  was  pofTefTed  by 
the  royaliits  of  the  county,  under 
the  Earl  of  Cheilerfield ;  when  it 
underwent  the  attack  rendered 
memorable  by  the  death  of  Lord 
Brook,  commander  of  the  parle- 
mentary  forces.  His  lordfliip,  in 
reconnoitring  the  cathedral,  in  a 
wooden  porch  in  Dams-ftreet,  was 
fhot  into  the  eye  by  a  mufket-ball, 
on  March  2d,  1643.  This  hap- 
pened to  be  the  feftival  of  St. 
Chad,  the  patron  of  the  church. 
The  cavaliers  attributed  the  di- 
rection of  the  fatal  bullet  to  the 
influence  of  the  faint,  in  refent- 
ment  of  the  facrilepes  this  noble- 
man  was  committing  on  his  cathe- 
dral. What  fhare  the  faint  had 
in  this  affair,  I  will  not  pretend 
to  fay  ;  but  the  inufket  was  aim- 
ed, and  the  trigger  drawn,  by  a 
neighbouring  gentleman  pofted  in 
the  Icadi,  known  by  the  name  of 
dumb  Dyot.  The  lofs  of  Lord 
Brock  gave  very  fhort  refpite  to 
the  garrifon  ;  which  was  taken  al- 
moft  immediately  after,  by  Sir 
John  Gcll. 

In  April,  in  the  fame  year,  it 
was  attacked  by  Prince  Ruperts 
At  that  time  it  was  commanded 
by  Colonel  Roufwel ;  a  Iteady  go- 
vernor over  an  euthufiaftic  garri- 
fon. He  defended  the  place  with 
vaft  refolution.  A  breach  was 
made  by  the  blowing  up  of  a 
mine.  The  attack  was  maie 
with  great  bravery,  but  great  lofs. 
At  length    the    garrifon-  gave    up, 

on 
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cm  the  moft  honourable  condi- 
tions *.  The  colonel  took  care 
to  plunder  the  church  of  the  com- 
muiiion-plate,  during  the  time  the 
fanatics  were  in  poflcfiion.  They 
ufed  every  fpecies  of  profanation  ; 
hunted  a  cat  in  it  with  hounds, 
to  enjoy  the  fine  echo  from  the 
roof;  and  brought  a  calf,  drefl'ed 
in  linen,  to  the  font,  and  fprin- 
kled  it  with  water,  in  derifion  of 
baptifm  f. 

The  prince  appointed  Colonel 
Hervey  Bagot  J  the  governor  ; 
who  kept  pofTeffion  till  the  ruin  of 
the  king's  affairs,  in  1646;  when 
the  colonel,  and  other  command- 
ers, being  fatisdcd  that  the  king 
had  not  an  hundred  men  in  any 
one  place  in  the  field,  nor  any  gar- 
rifoii  unbefieged,  furrendercd  on 
very  honourable  terms,  on  the 
loth  of  July,  to  Adjutant  Lou- 
thian  ||. 

The  ftate  of  this  church,  after 
fo  many  ficges,  may  eafily  be  con- 
ceived. The  honour  of  reftoring 
it  to  its  former  fplendor,  was  re- 
ferved  for  John  Hacket,  prefent- 
ed  to  this  fee  in  1661.  On  the 
very  next  day  after  his  arrival,  he 
fet  his  coach-horfes,  with  ttani?, 
to  remove  the  rubbilh  :  and  in 
eight  years    time  rellored  the  ca- 


thedral to  its  prefent  beautiful 
llatc,  at  the  expence  of  twenty 
thoufand  pounds  §  ;  one  thoufanj 
of  which  was  the  gift  of  the  deaa 
and  chapter ;  the  reft  was  done 
either  at  his  own  charge,  or  by 
benefafticns  refuking  from  his  own 
felicitations.  He  died  in  1670. 
A  very  handfome  tomb  was  erect- 
ed in  the  choir  to  his  memory, 
with  his  effigies  laid  recumbent  on 
it,  with  a  mitre  on  his  head,  and 
in  his  epifcopal  drefs. 

The  wed  front  is  of  great  ele- 
gance, adorned  with  the  richeft 
fculpture,  and,  till  of  late,  with 
rows  of  ftatucs  of  prophets,  kings 
of  Judah,  &c.  and,  above  all,  a 
very  bad  one  of  Charles  II.  who 
had  contributed  to  the  repair  of 
the  church,  by  a  liberal  gift  of 
timber.  This  (latue  was  the 
work  of  a  Sir  William  Wilfon, 
originally  a  mafon  from  Sutton 
Coldfield,  who,  after  marrying  a 
rich  wife,  arrived  at  the  dignity 
of  knighthood. 

The  fculptures  round  the  doors 
were  very  elegant ;  but  time,  or 
violence,  hath  greatly  impaired 
their  beauty. 

James  11.  when  Duke  of  York, 
bcUov.ed  on  this  church  the  mag- 
nificent   welt    window.     The    fine 


*  Clarendon,    ii.   235.  f  Mr.  Green's  MSS. 

X  During  tlie  time  this  gentleman  commanded  at  Lichfield,  he  received  tho 
following  extraordinary  challenge  from  a  Captain  Hunt,  a  parlementaiy  com- 
mander in  Tamworth.     Mercuiius  Aiilicus,  p.  I  347. 

"  Bagot,  tliOii  fonne  of  an  Egipiion  bore,  meete  mee  half  the  way  to-morrow 
"  morning,  the  halfway  betwixt  Taniworth  and  Litchfeaki,  if  thou  dareltj  if 
"  not,  I  will  vvhippe  thee  when  Ibever  1  meete  thee. 

"  Taniworth,  this  "  Tho.  Hunt." 

"  Decemh.  1644. 

Colonel  Bagot  met  him,  and  after  a  brilk  afllon,  whipped  the  fellow  lumfelf 
into  his  retreat,  and  narrowly  milled  taking  him. 

II  ArUck-8  of  Surrender. 

§  Br.  Biogr.  iv.  2457.  A  MS,  with  which  Mr.  Greene  favoured  me,  makes 
the  I'uni  much  lefi. 

Vol,  XXV.  K  painted 
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painted    glafs   was    given   of   late 
years,  by  Dean  Addenbrook. 

The  northern  door  is  extremely 
rich  in  fculptured  moldings  :  three 
of  foliage,  and  three  of  fmall  fi- 
gures   in    ovals.     In    one    of   the 


In  each  tranfept  are  two  places* 
formerly  chapels  ;  at  prefent  con- 
fiftory  courts,  and  the  vicar's 
vertry-room. 

The  choir  merits  attention,  on 
account    of   the    elegant   fculpture 


loweli  is  reprefented  a  monk  bap-  about  the  windows,  and   the   em- 

tizing    a    perfon    kneeling    before  battled  gallery   that  runs   beneath 

him.     Probably  the   former  is  in-  them.      On    each  fide  are  fix  fta- 

tended    for    St.    Chad  ;  the    latter  tues,   now  much  mutilated,    plac- 

for  Wulferus.     It  is  a  misfortune,  ed  in  beautiful  gothic  niches,  and 

that  the  ornaments  of  this  cathe-  richly  painted.      The   firft   on  the 

dral    are    made     of    fuch    friable  left  is  St.  Peter ;  the  next  is  the 

Hone,    that    what    fanaticifm     has  Virgin  ;   the  third  is   Mary  Mag- 

fpared,  the  weather  has  impaired.  dalene,  with  one   leg  bare,  to  de- 

In  the  front  are  two  fine  fpires,  note    her    legendary    wantonnefs. 

and  a  third  in  the  centre,  of  a  vaft  The   other   three   are   St.    Philip, 

height,  and  fine  proportion.  St.  James,    and     St.    Chriftopher, 

The  roof  was  till  of  late  cover-  with  Chrift  on  his  fhoulders. 
ed  with  lead,  but  grew  fo  greatly         The  beauty  of  this  choir  is  much 

cut    of  repair,  that   the  dean  and  impaired    by   the    impropriety   of 
chapter  were    obliged  to  fubftitute     a  rich  altar-piece,  of  Grecian  ar- 

flates  inllead  of  metal,  on  account  chitedurc,  terminating  this  ele- 
of  the  narrow  revenues  left  to  gant  gothic  building, 
maintain  this  venerable  pile  ;  and.  Behind  this  is  St.  Mary's  cha- 
after  the  ltri£>eft  ceconomy,  they  pel,  with  a  ftone  fkreen,  the  mod 
will  be  under  the  neceflity  of  elegant  which  can  be  imagined, 
contributing  from  their  own  in-  embattled  at  top,  and  adorned 
come,  in  order  to  complete  their  with  feveral  rows  of  gothic  niches, 
plan.  The  excellent  order  that  of  moft  exquifite  workmanftiip  ; 
all  the  cathedrals  I  have  vifited  each  formerly  containing  a  fmall 
are  in,  does  great  credit  to  their  Itatue.  Beneath  them  are  thir- 
members  ;  who  fpare  nothing  from  teen  Halls,  with  gothic  work  over 
their  own  incomes  to  render  tliem  each.  In  this  chapel  are  nine 
not  only  decent,  but  elegant.  windows,  more  narrow,  lofty,  and 

The    body    is    lofty,    fupported     of  more  elegant  work  than  any  of 
by   pillars  formed   of  numbers   of     the   others ;     three   on   each   fide. 


flender  columns,  with  neat  foliat- 
ed capitals.  Alon;^  the  walls  of 
tiie  ailes  are  rows  of  falfe  arches, 
in  the  gothic  Hile,  with  a  feat  be- 
neath. 

The    upper    rows    of  windows, 
in  the  body,  are  of  an  uncommon 


and  three  at  the  end. 

In  this  chapel  flood  the  flirine 
of  St.  Chad.  Here  was  interred 
Ceolred  *,  King  of  the  Mercians; 
and  in  later  times,  here  was  plac- 
ed the  magnificent  tomb  (on  the 
fite  of  the  fhrine)  of  the  firft  Lord 


form,  being  triangular,   including     Paget,     adorned     with     columns, 
three  circles  in  each.  with    two    kneeling    figures  of  a 

I 

•  Saxon  Chr.  51  ^ 

man 
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man  and  woman  between  the  front 
and  back  pillars.  Thefe  were 
deltroyed  in  the  blind  fury  of  civil 
war;  as  was  another  fine  tomb  of 
a  Lord  Eaffet  of  Drayton,  who 
died  in  1389.  Few  indeed  efcap- 
ed.  Of  thofe  are  the  efligies  of 
the  great  Bifhop  Langton,  with 
his  paftoral  ftaff  in  one  hand,  and 
the  other  hand  in  the  adion  of 
benediftion  :  another,  of  Hugh  de 
Patefnul,  who  died  in  1241,  re- 
markable for  having  ihcjligmata, 
or  marks  of  our  Saviour's  wounds 
on  the  hands  and  feet :  a  refpe<fl- 
ful  fuperftltion  of  antient  times. 
Dean  Heywood  is  reprefented  in 
his  habit,  and  again  naked,  with 
the  emaciated  change  which  death 
occafions. 

Here  are  feveral  monuments 
within  the  walls,  of  a  moil  frugal 
nature,  having  no  appearance  of 
any  part  but  the  head  and  feet. 
From  an  intermediate  bracket, 
it  is  probable  fome  favourite  faint 
might  have  been  honoured  with  a 
rich  image. 


Some  Account  of  the  antient  Verula- 
mium,  near  St.  Albans — 0/  its 
Ruins,  ^c.  from  the  fame  Au- 
thor. 

IMMEDIATELY  after  quitting 
this  place,  1  entered  the  cele- 
brated Verulamium,  at  a  fpot  dif- 
tinguilhed  by  a  great  fragment  of 
the  ancient  wall,  known  by  the 
name  of  Gorhambury-block,  which 
probably  bounded  one  fide   of  one 


I3f 

of  the  porta,  or  entrances,  being 
ex^dly  oppofite  to  that  on  the 
eailern  part.  The  precintt  de- 
parts from  the  reilangular  form  of 
the  Romans,  this  being  among 
thafe  which  were  laid  out,  Prout 
loci  qualitas  aut  necejfitas  pofulave- 
rit  *.  It  inclines  to  an  oval  Ihape; 
is  placed  on  a  Hope,  and  the 
lower  fide  bounded  by  the  river 
Ver,  which  in  former  times  might 
have  fpread  into  a  lake,  and  given 
greater  fecurity  to  the  town.  Ac- 
cording to  Humphry  Lloyd  f, 
it  gave  alfo  the  name  to  the 
place,  Gwerllan,  or  the  temple 
on  the  Ver;  rightly  beftowing  on 
the  Britons  a  pre-occupancy  of  it 
to  the  Romans.  I  fliall  not  dif- 
pute  the  notions  of  the  particular 
ford  over  which  Csfar  croiTed  the 
Thames,  when  he  penetrated  into 
our  ifland.  It  probably  was  at 
or  near  Coway  Stakes.  Cxfar 
leaves  us  no  room  to  depart  from 
that  opinion,  as  he  exprefsly  tells 
us  that  he  led  his  army  to  the  ri- 
ver Thames,  towards  the  borders 
of  the  territories  of  Caffivelau- 
nusj,  the  golden-locked  leader 
of  the  country  of  the  Cafli  :  and 
thefe  Cafli  are  reafonably  fuppofeJ 
to  have  been  a  clan  of  the  Cattieu- 
chlani,  and  to  have  inhabited  the 
hundred  of  this  county  now  call- 
ed Calhio,  in  which  Verulamium 
flood.  But  I  mult  contend,  that 
the  diftance  of  that  city  is  far 
too  remote  from  the  fordable  parts 
of  the  Thames,  to  admit  it  to 
have  been  the  town  of  the  Britifli 
leader   defl;royed    by    the    invader. 


*  Vegetius,  lib.  i.  c.  23.  t  Commcntariol,   31. 

I  Caefar  cognito  confilio  eorum  ad  flumen  Tamalin  in  fmos  CaflUvelauni  ex- 
crcitum  duxit.     Bel.  Gal.  lib.  v. 

Preceding  this,  he  fpeaks  of  the  fines  Ca/^i'tlauni,  as  being  a  Mart  circiter 
millia paJJuuTn  Ixxx. 

K  2  It 


132         ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1781. 


It  lies,  in  the  nearefl  line,  thirty- 
feven  miles  from  thofe  parts  of 
the  river  :  a  dillance  too  great  for 
the  time  given  to  C.xfar  for  his 
fecond  campaign  in  Biitain.  'i  he 
town,  or  rather  poft,  which  was 
forced  by  him,  was  not  remote 
from  the  camp  occupied  by  him 
on  the  fide  of  the  river  ;  and  moll 
likely  was  that  which  is  ftill  very 
entire,  in  the  park  of  her  Grace 
theDutchefs  Dowager  of  Portland, 
at  Duiltrodp,  about  fifteen  miles 
diftance  from  the  Roman  camp; 
whofe  veftiges  are  Hill  to  be  feen, 
not  far  from  the  famous  ford  *. 
Partly  by  length  of  time,  partly 
by  conftant  cultivation,  this  poft 
has  loft  fome  of  the  charaiiers 
afcribed  by  Cifar  to  the  town  of 
Caflivelaunus ;  for  it  wants  at  pre- 
fent  the  marfhy  defence  it  had  in 
his  days. 

The  town  alluded   to  was  within 
the   territories  of  the  Britiih  chief- 
tain,   and  one  of  the  ftrong  holds 
into  which   the  Britons    were   ufed 
to   drive    their   cattle   in    time   of 
danger.      This,    by     C^efar's    sc- 
count,   was   certainly  not   the   moft 
capital ;    for    hi^    fit  ft    relation    in- 
forms   us,   it    only   contained  fatis 
jiumerus  peconim,  a  pretty  confider- 
able  number  of  cattle.     Notwith- 
llanding    his    vanity,     a    few    lines 
lower,  fwells   his   booty  into   7!iag- 
nas     7iumerus,      a    vaft     number  f . 
Near    Shepperton,    alio,   near   that 
place,  in  a  field  called  War  Ciofe, 
are     found    Ipurs,    fvvords,    bones, 
and  other  marks  of  a  battle.      See 
Cambdcn,     i.     366 :     but     in    all 
likelihood,  the   firft  is  the  neareft 
to  the  truth. 


Verulamium  was  the  capital  of 
this  country,  and  the  refidence  of 
its  princes.  I  do  not  reckon  Caf- 
fivelaunus  among  them  ;  he  was 
a  chieftain  of  the  Caffi,  and,  for 
his  great  abilities,  elefted  general 
on  the  Roman  invafion,  if  our 
Britiih  hiftory  is  to  be  trufted.  He 
was  a  guardian  to  his  nephe^vs, 
Anarway  and  Tenefan  %  (the  hdt) 
father  to  Cunoboline,  whofe  coins 
are  fo  frequent.  Here  was  one 
of  the  Biitilh  mints ;  for  we  find 
the  word  Ver  on  the  coins,  but 
no  prince's  name  to  diftinguifli  the 
reign. 

After  the  Romans  had   efredled 
their  conqueft,     they    added    walls 
to  the  ordinary  Britifh  defence  of 
ramparts,     and      ditches.       Many 
great  fragments  of  the  former  ftill 
remain,     proofs     of   the     ftrength 
and    manner   of  the    Roman    ma- 
fonry.     On    the  one    fide   is  a  vaft 
fofs ;    on  another,  two.     The  walls 
are   twelve    feet  thick,  where  en- 
tire,   formed    of   flints    bedded    in 
mortar,  now  grown  into   amazing 
hardnefs.       By   intervals    of  about 
three  feet  diftance,  are  three,  and 
in  ibme  places  four,  rov.'s  of  broad 
and   thin    bricks,   or   tiles,    which 
were  continued    the   whole    length 
of  the  walls,  which  feem  defigned 
as  foundations  to  fuftain  the  layers 
of  flints    and   lime,  while  the  laft 
•  was     in     a     moift     ftate.       There 
were,  befides,   round  holes,   which 
penetrated     quite    through  ||  ;    but 
thefe  are  either  filled  up,   or  efcap- 
ed  my  notice.     According  to  Doc- 
tor    Stukely's     meafurement,     the 
area  is   five  thoufand  two  hundred 
feet   in   length,    and   the   greateft 


*  Sylnjis  PahiJibufque  vtunitum. 

f  Lewis  Hift.  Br.  73.  %  Stukely  Itin.  1.  IJ7. 

II  Sec  Doctor  Stukely's  admirable  plan  of  thia  place. 


breadth 
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breadth  about  three  thoufand.  It 
is  at  prefent  inclofed  into  fields; 
but  under  the  hedges,  in  many 
places,  are  veftiges  of  buildings, 
and,  as  I  am  told,  when  it  is  un- 
der tillage,  the  fites  of  the  Itreets 


tons  ;  and  feventy  thoufand  citi- 
zens and  allies  fell  by  the  edge  of 
the  fvvord.  This  city  was  remark- 
able for  its  wealth  f  ;  which  was 
another  incentive  for  the  Britons 
to  attack    it,  added    to  a  particu- 


appear,  by  the  different  colour  of  lar  animofity  againlt  a  people  who 

the  corn  above  them.     The  Wat-  had  forfaken  the  cuftoms  and  reli- 

ling-ftreet  comes  to  the  Porta  De-  gion  of  their  anceltors. 
cumana,  the    gate    on  the  weftern         Theplacc  in  a  iliort  time  emerg- 

fide,   and  palTes  quite  through  the  ed  from    its   misfortune ;  and  had 

city.     There  is  another  road  goes  the  honour  of  producing   Albanus, 


on  the  outfide  of  the  fouth  fide-; 
a  fmall  military  way,  like  that 
which  pafied  from  turret  to  turret 
on  Severus's  wall  *,  for  the  con- 
veniency  of  external  paffengers. 

This  place,  by  irs  attachment 
to  the  conquerors,  acquired  the 
privileges  of  a  free  borough,  a 
municipiumy  or  municipal  city, 
whofe  inhabitants  enjoyed  all  the 
rights  of  the  Roman  citizens  ;  for 
which  reafon  fuch  towns  derive 
their  name  a  muitcril-us  capie'tdis, 
their  power  to  bear  public  offices. 
They  had  their  fenators,  knights, 
and  commons ;  magiftrates  and 
priefts ;  cenfors,  ediles,  queftors, 
and  flamens. 

The  attachment  of  this  town  to 
its  new  mafters,  proved  the  caufe 
of  a  heavy  misfortune,  which  be- 
fel  it  under  the  reign  of  Nero, 
Boadicea,  widow  of  Prafutagus, 
King  of  the  Iceni,  enraged  at  the 
cruel  indignity  offered  to  her  and 
her  daughters,  railed  an  infurrec- 
tion  againll  the  Romans  and  their 
friends,  and  repaid  with  the  moll 
dreadful  cruelties  the  injuries  they 
had  received.  Camolodunum, 
Londinium,  and  Verolamium, 
fulFsred   from  the  fury  of  the  Bri- 

*  Tour  Scotl.  1772.  part  ii.  p.  288. 
lib.  xiv.  c.  31,  fee. 


the  proto-martyr  of  Britain,  a 
wealthy  citizen  of  Verulamium, 
and,  by  privilege,  of  Rome  alfo. 
He  had  been  a  Pagan,  but  was 
converted  by  means  of  a  gueit, 
whom  he  had  fheltcred  daring  the 
great  perfecution  of  Dioclefian,  as 
I  have  before  related.  St.  Albati 
fufFered  in  the  year  302.  Let  not 
legend  dcttroy  the  credibility  of 
the  martyrdom,  by  afhgning  at- 
tendant miracles,  long  after  their 
cefTatiou.  We  are  told,  that  af- 
ter he  had  refufed  to  facrifice  to 
the  heathen  gods,  the  ufual  tell 
of  the  alledged  crime  of  Chriftia- 
nity,  he  was,  as  cuflomary,  whip- 
ped with  rods,  and  then  led  to 
execution,  and  beheaded  on  Holm- 
huril,  where  the  town  of  St.  Al- 
ban's  at  prefent  Hands.  In  his 
paffage,  the  torrent,  which  thea 
divided  the  place  from  Verula- 
mium, like  the  Red-fea,  divided 
its  waters,  and  gave  dry  pafTage  to 
the  faint  and  his  followers  :  a 
fountain  fprung  up  where  the 
martyr  kneeled:  one  of  the  exe- 
cutioners relenting,  was  convert- 
ed, and  fufFered  with  Albanus; 
another,  who  performed  the  deed, 
loll  his  eyes,  as  a  penalty  for  his 

t  Taciti  Annah 
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cruelty ;  for  they  dropped  out  of 
his  head  in  the  moment  ia  which 
he  gave  the  blow  *.  St.  Alban 
was  interred  on  the  fpot ;  and  his 
remains  were  miraculoufly  dilco- 
vered  feveral  centuries  after  their 
interment. 

In  429,  this  place  was  honour- 
ed with  a  fynod,  in  which  St. 
Germanus  and  Lupus,  two  French 
prelates,  affiled.  A  chapel  was 
erefted,  about  the  year  945,  by 
Abbot  Ulfin,  in  honour  of  the 
former,  on  the  fpot  in  which  he 
preached ;  whofe  ruins  were  to 
be  feen  the  beginning  of  this  cen- 
tury. 

After  the  Saxon  invafion,  the 
name  of  the  town  was  changed  for 
that  of  Verlaracefter  and  Watlin- 
cefter.  The  Britifh  hero,  Uther 
Pendragon,  after  a  long  fiege, 
wrelled  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Saxons,  and  held  it  during  his 
life  ;  after  which  they  foon  reco- 
vered it ;  but  by  reafon  of  the 
cruel  wars  that  raged  during  the 
contell:  between  them  and  the  Bri- 
tons, the  place  became  totally  de- 
folaTed. 

Like  the  antient  Devaf,  Ve- 
rulamium  had  its  great  vaults  or 
fubterraneous  retreats,  ftrongly 
and  artfully  arched.  Thefe  are 
fuppofed,  by  Sir  Henry  Chauncy, 
to  have  been  defigned  as  places  of 
retreat  in  time  of  war  for  the  wo- 
men and  children,  and  for  the 
concealing  of  the  moxl.  valuable 
effeds.  In  960,  they  were  found 
to  give  fhelter  to  thieves  and  pro- 
Ititutes  ;  which  caufed  Eldred,  the 
eighth  abbot,  to  fearch  after  thefe 


foufterrains,  and  found  feveral 
ways  and  paflages ;  all  which  he 
caufed  to  be  d^ftroyed,  but  pre- 
ferved  the  til.s  and  ilones  for  the 
rebuilding  the  church,  then  ia 
ruins  X' 

The    prefent    St.   Alban 's  arofe 
from    the    ruins    of   Verulamium. 
Ofta    King    of    the  Mercians,  di- 
rected,   fays    legend,    by  a   vifion 
from    heaven,    difcovered    the   re- 
liques  of  St.  Alban,  by   beams  of 
glory  fpnngjng  from  the  grave  \\. 
In  793,  he  eredled  on  the  fpot  the 
magnihcent      monaftery,     for     the 
maintenance  of   a    hundred  Bene- 
difline  or  black  monks,  and  in  a 
parlimentary    council,     which    he 
held  in    the    fame   year,    bellowed 
on    it    mofl:    liberal    endowments. 
Verulamium    was  now  reduced  to 
the    llate    elegantly    defcribed  by 
Spencer,  afluming  the  charadler  of 
the  genius  of  the  place. 
I  was  that  city  which  the  garland  wore 
Of  Britain's  pride,  delivered  unto  me 
By  Roman  victors,  which  it  wore  of  yore» 
Though  nought  at  all  but  ruins  now  I  be. 
And  lie  in  mine  own  alhes,  as  you  fee. 
Verlame  I  was  :  what  boots  it  that  I  was, 
Sith  HOW  I  am  but  weeds  and  waileful 
grafs  ? 

Riiines  of  Time- 
Before  I  quit  thefe  anc".;nt  pre- 
cinfts,  I  muft  note  the  church  of 
St.  Michael,  built  within  them,  by 
the  fame  pious  abbot  who  founded 
the  chapel  of  St.  German.  It 
became  an  impropriaton  of  the 
abbey,  and,  after  the  dilTolution, 
a  vicarage.  The  church  is  fmall, 
funported  within  by  rourd  arches. 
It  is  moft  diftinguiflied  by  the 
monument  of  the  great  Lord  Ve- 


•  Bede  Hift.   Ecc.  lib.  i.  c.  7. 
has  given  a  much  longer  detail, 
•f  Tour  in  Wales,  p.   108. 
II  Creffy,  lib.  xx>.  c.  6. 


Father  Creffy,  in  his  Church  Hiftcrj',  lib.  vi. 
X  Chauncy,  431. 

rulam. 
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rulam.  His  figure  is  of  white 
marble,  placed  fitting  in  a  chair, 
reclining,  in  the  ealy  attitude  of 
meditation.  He  is  dreffed  in  robes 
lined  with  fur,  and  a  high-crowned 
hat.  Any  emblems  of  greatnefs 
would   have  been   unneceflary  at- 


tendants on  this  illuftrlous  cha- 
radler.  The  fpeftator's  ideas  muft 
render  every  complimental  fculp- 
ture  fuperflaous.  The  epitaph  con- 
veys high  honour  to  the  grateful 
fervant  :  his  mailer  could  receive 
nothing  additional. 


H.    P. 
Fraacifc.  Bacon,  Baro  de  Verulam,  Sandl.  Albani  viceco' 
Seu  notloribus   titulis 
Scientiarum  lumen   facundiae  lex. 
Sic   fededat : 
Qui   poftquam,  omnia  naturalis  fapientia; 
Ec  civilis  arcana  evolvifTec, 
Naturss  decretum   explevit» 

Compofita  folvantur. 
Anno   Dora.  MDCXXVI. 

^t.  LXVI.  ■     .      .  . 

Tanti   viri 

Mem. 

Thcmas  Meautys 

SuperlHtis   cultor. 

Defundi  admirator. 


Some  Account,  and  Defcription,  of 
the  Tomb  cf  Humphry  Duke  of 
Gloceiler  ;  from  the  fame  Author, 

ON  the  fouth  fide  of  the  cha- 
pel of  St.  Alban  is  the  mag- 
nificent tomb*  of  Humphry  Duke 
of  Glocefter,  diftinguilhed  by  the 
name  of  The  Good.  He  was  un- 
cle to  Henry  VI.  and  regent  of 
the  kingdom,  under  his  weak  ne- 
phew, during  twenty-five  years. 
His  many  eminent  qualities  gain- 
ed him  the  love  of  the  people ; 
his  popularity,  the  hatred  of  the 
queen  and  her  favourites.  His 
life  was  found  to  be  incompati- 
ble to  their  views.  They  firll  ef- 
fefted  the  ruin  of  his  duchefs  by  a 
ridiculous  charge  of  witchcraft, 
and  after  that,  brought  as  ground- 


lefs  a  charge  of  treafon  again  him- 
felf.  He  was  conveyed  to  St. 
Edmond's  Bury,  where  a  parle- 
ment  was  convened  in  1446;  be- 
fore which  the  accufation  was  to 
be  made.  His  enemies,  fearing 
the  public  execution  of  fo  great 
and  fo  beloved  a  charafter,  cauf- 
ed  him  to  be  ftifled  in  his  bed, 
and  then  pretended  that  he  died 
of  vexation  at  his  fudden  fall. 
His  body  was  interred  in  this 
church,  the  fcene  of  his  deteftioa 
of  the  pretended  miracle  of  the 
blind  rellored  to  fight  at  the  vir- 
tuous (hrine  of  St.  Alban.  Shake- 
fpear  gives  us  the  relation  admi- 
rably f .  Gloceller  had  a  predi- 
leftion  for  this  place :  he  had  be- 
llowed on  it  rich  veftments,  to 
the  value  of  three  thoufand  marks. 


•  Finely  engraven  in  Sandfonrs  Genealogical  Hi ftory,  p.  318. 
t  Henry  VI.  part  ii.  fc.  a.  taken  from  Grafton,  p,  597,  598. 

K4 


and 


o 


6      ANNUAL    REGISTER,     1782. 


and  the  manor  of  Pembroke,  that  was  at  the  charge  of  erefling  the 
the  monks  fhould  pray  for  his  monument  to  fo  great  a  benefac- 
foul  :  and  he  alio  direifltd  that  tor.  Sir  Henry  Chauncy  ex- 
his  body  fhould  be  depofited  with-  prefsly  fays*,  that  Abbot  Whet- 
in  thefe  holy  walls.  The  fees  hamfted  adorned  Duke  Humphry's 
attendant  on  his  funeral,  were  tomb;  which  Ihews,  that  part  at 
rot  of  the  moft  moderate  kind:  leall  of  the  cxpences  were  borne  by 
unlefs  we  may  fiippofe,  as  proba-  the  convent.  The  account  is  cu- 
bly  was  the    cafe,    that  the  houfe  rious. 

**   Charges     of  the    burial    of  Humphry    Duke    of  Glocefter,    and  ehjtr' 

"  iiances  appoi?ited  by  him,  to  be  perpetually  born  by  the  convent  of  th^ 

*'  mcnafierie  of  St.  Alban  f. 

*'  Firji,  The  abbat  and  convent  of  the 
•'  faid  monaftarie  have  payd  for  markynge 
*'  the  tumbe  Sz  place  of  fepulture  of  the  feid 

**  duke,    within    the   feid   monafterie,    above  jT.  s.     </. 

*'  the  fume  of  —  —  —    ccccxaxiii.    2.    viii. 

*'  Ite/n.  To  two  monks  prefts,  dayly  feiy- 
*'  ing  meffe  at  the  auter  of  fepulcture  of  the 
"  feid  prince,  everich  takyng  by  i  day  vi"* 
*'  ima.  thereoiF,  by  1  hole  yere         —         —  xvin.  vs. 

"  Itetn.  To  the  abbat  ther  yerely,  the  day 
**  of  the  anniverfary  of  the  feid  prince,  at- 
*'  tending  his  exquys  ther  —  —  xlj. 

"  Item.  To  the  priour  yerly  thre,  the  fame 
*'  day,    in   likwyfe   atteinding  — -         —  xx/. 

*«  Item.  To  XL  monks  prefts,  yerly,  to 
**  everich  of  them,  in  the  fame  day,  vu. 
*'  VI 11^.   fm.    therofF  —  —  xii.  vi.  vnr. 

**  Item.  To  VIII  monks  not  prefts,  yerly, 
*'  in  the  feid  day,  to  everich  of  them  3^.  4a'. 
*'  fm.    therofF  —  —  —  xxvu.  viii^'. 

*'  Ithn.  To  II  ankereffes,  i  at  St.  Peter 
*'  church,  another  at  St.  Mich,  the  feid  day, 
"  yerly,    to   everich  fm.  •—  —  iiu  \d. 

"  Item.  In  money,    to  be  diftribut  to  pore 
*'  peple  ther,   the  feid   day,   yerly  —  xis. 

"  Item.  To  XIII  pore  men  berying  torches, 
*'  the  feid  day,  about  the  feid  fepulture  ws.   \\d. 

*'  Item.  For  wex  brennyng  dayly  at  the 
*'  mefTes,  and  his  anniverfary  of  torch,  yerly  vi.  xii.  iii. 

"  Item.  The  kechen  of  the  convent  ther 
**  yerly,  in  the  relief  of  the  great  decay  of 
*'  the  huftode  of  the  feid  monafteri  in  the 
"  marches  of  Scotland,  which  before  tyme 
*'  fhall  be  appointed  to  the  kichyn  —  x. 

f  Cotton  Library  Claudli,  A.  8.  fol.  195.   A  copy  of  this  is  hung  up  in  the 
church. 

This 
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This  beautiful  tomb  was  once 
infulated,  as  appears  by  one  of 
thefe  itemx.  In  the  middle  is  a 
pervious  arch,  adorned  above  with 
the  coat  of  arms  of  the  deceafcd  ; 
and  others  again  along  a  freeze  ; 
with  his  fupporters,  two  antelopes 
with  collars.  From  the  freeze 
arifes  a  light  elegant  tabernacle- 
work,  with  niches;  containing  on 
one  fide  the  effigies  of  our  princes  ; 
the  other  fide  is  defpoiled  of  the 
figures. 

In  1703,  the  vault  in  which  re- 
pofed  the  remains  of  this  illuf- 
trious  perfonage  was  difcovered. 
The  body  was  preferved  in  a  lead- 
en coffin,  in  a  flrong  pickle  ;  and 
over  that  was  another  cafe,  of 
wood,  now  periflied.  Againft  the 
wall  is  painted  a  crucifixion, 
with  four  chalices  receiving  the 
blood;  a  hand  pointing  towards 
it,  with  a  label,  infcribed  Lord 
hwue  mercy  upon  me. 

The  epitaph  has  long  fmce  been 
defaced  ;  but  was  as  follows : 

Hie  jacet  Umphrcdus  dux  illc  Glocef- 

trius,  ol!m 
Henrici  regis  prote£lor,  fraudis  ineptas 
Deteflor ;  dum  fifta  notatnniraciila  cxci  * 
Lumen  erat  patriae,  columen  venerabile 

re^Tii  : 
Pacis  amans  mufifque  favens  melioribus  ; 

unde 
Gratum  opus  Oxonia  f  qua;  nunc  fcola 

facra  rcfulget. 
Jnvida  fed  raulier  regno,  regi,  fibi,  ne- 

quam 
Abitulithunc,  humihvixhoc  dignata  fe- 

piikhro. 
Invidia  rampente  tamen  poft  funera  vivit. 


On     the   Military    Machines    of  the 
Ancients,  and  the   Life  they  made 


of  them  ;   tranfated from  the  Ita- 
lian of  Count  Algarrotti. 

IH  A  V  E  for  foroe  days  delayed 
anfvvering  your  lafl  letter:  in 
order  to  which,  I  found  it  requi- 
fite  to  lend  a  me/lenger  to  town, 
and  to  wait  for  his  return.  You 
quellion  me  oA  two  particulars ; 
on  the  force  of  the  military  en- 
gines of  the  ancients,  and  the 
ufe  \yhich  they  made  of  them  iti 
war.  Of  their  force  you  have  a 
very  flight  idea:  and  you  imagine 
the  only  ufe  of  them  was  to  de- 
fend the  camp.  You  think  there- 
fore that  argument  will  not  hold 
good,  by  which  I  deduced  the  ex- 
pediency of  adopting  the  ancient 
method  of  fighting,  from  the  an- 
cients themfelves  having  had  ma- 
chines which  anfwered  to  our  ar- 
tillery. You  think  no  comparifon 
can  be  made  between  the  catapulta 
and  balijl/e  of  the  Romans,  and 
the  artillery  of  the  moderns ;  and 
that  the  prodigious  force  and  effi- 
cacy of  the  fire-arms  have  eileded, 
if  not  an  entire,  yet  at  leall  a  very 
confiderable  change  in  the  art  of 
war.  To  clear  up  your  doubts, 
I  confidered  that  I  mull  not  trull 
to  conjefture  alone,  but  mu!t  pro- 
ceed upon  certain  and  incontellable 
authority;  and  having  formerly,  in 
the  courfe  of  my  reading,  made 
fomc  extradls  to  this  purpofe,  I 
fent  for  the  colle£tion.  And  now, 
armed  with  thefe  authorities,  I 
am  ready  to  anfwer  your  objec- 
tions. 

With  regard  to  the  force  of  the 
military  engines  of  the  ancients,  I 
fliall  not  infift  on  the  authority  of 
the  poets,  who  reprefent  them  ia 


•  Alluding  to  the  detection  of  the  impoftor. 

t  He  founded  the  beautiful  divinity.fchool  at  Oxford^ 


d  liferent 
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different  paflages  tj  have  been 
l"o  dreadful.  You  would  have 
good  reafon  to  decline  fuch  autho- 
rity ;  and  J  myfelf  confider  the 
poets  as  the  'vclius,  or  light-armed 
troops,  who  have  but  a  fmall 
ihr.re  in  the  action.  But  the  bell 
hiiiorians,  and  the  moll  refpeft- 
able  writers  among  the  ancients, 
evprefsly  and  unifonnly  confirm 
the  llaughter  and  deilrudion  which 
the  cntnpulta  and  balijia  brought 
with  them.  Nor  can  any  think- 
ing perfon  entertain  a  doubt  of 
the  violence  of  machines  conllruc- 
ted  to  annoy  troops  fo  well  pro- 
tedled  by  defenfive  armour,  to 
baiter  walls  founded  by  nations, 
who  built  them  to  lall  for 
ever.  The  effefts  of  their  ma- 
chines were  fpoken  of  jull  in  the 
fame  terms  as  thofe  of  our  cannon 
are ;  and  the  fame  complaints 
were  made  at  the  invention  of 
them. 

Non  piu  la  gagliardia,  non  piu  I'ardire, 
Per  te  pvo  in  campo  al  paragon  venire, 

fays  Ariofto,  repeating  what  was 
in  every  one's  mouth  at  that  time. 
In  the  fame  manner  Archidamas, 
the  fon  of  Agefiiaus,  on  feeing 
the  catapulta  jull  arrived  from  Ita- 
ly, exclaimed,  "  By  heaven  !  it 
is  all  over  with  perfonal  valour." 
The  truth  is,  that  thofe  machines 
made  a  moft  dreadful  havock,  and 
went  off  with  a  moft  terrible  ex- 
plofion,  oftener,  and  with  more 
certainty  of  hitting  their  objed, 
than  the  fhots  of  cur  artillery. 
The  fame  may  be  obferved  with 
regard  to  the  fuperiority  of  the 
crofs-bow  over  the  arquebufe  :  for 
which  reafon  M.  D.  Langeay  was 
of  opinion,  that  we  Ihould  Hill 
retain  the  crofs-bow,  an  arm  tliat 


was  not  entirely  out  of  ufe  in  the 
fifteenth  century. 

Thefe  machines  threw  to  a  con- 
fiderable  dillance  flones  of  an  in- 
credible weight,  infinitely  beyond 
that  of  the  balls  even  of  the  Tur- 
kilh  artillery  :  the  only  refource 
they  had  to  deaden  their  violence, 
were  facks  of  wool,  which  are 
ufed  to  this  day  againft  the  can- 
non. They  difmantled  the  large 
towers,  and  dellroyed  the  merlons 
of  the  walls;  nay,  they  even  bat- 
tered down  the  towers  themfelves, 
which  were  the  principal  defence 
of  cities.  Vegetius  fays  nothing 
could  withlland  them  ;  like  light- 
ning they  carried  all  before  them  ; 
infomuch  that  there  have  been 
perfons,  well  Ikilled  in  the  art  of 
war,  who  were  for  re-ellablilhing 
the  ufe  of  the  balijia,  which  they 
thought  would  anfwer  the  fame 
dreadful  puFpofe  as  the  cannon, 
and  be  at  the  lame  time  more  eafi- 
ly  conllrudted  and  tranfported  from 
one  place  to  another.  This  was 
the  opinion  of  Folard,  who  made 
experiments  on  fome  machines  in 
miniature,  after  the  model  of  the 
ancients ;  and  of  Count  Saxe,  as 
I  myfelf  heard  from  his  own 
mouth,  who  had  dedicated  the 
greateil  part  of  a  life  crowned 
with  glory  to  the  lludy  of  his  pro- 
feffion. 

Do  you  think  I  have  fufficiently 
proved  the  firlt  part  of  my  thefis, 
to  fpeak  in  the  ufual  llyle  ;  and, 
after  what  you  have  heard,  would 
you  be  above  bowing  to  a  Ihot 
from  a  catapulta  or  balijia  ?  With 
regard  to  the  fecond  part  of  my 
fubjedl,  that  is,  the  ufe  which  the 
ancients  made  of  thefe  machines 
in  war,  we  are  informed  by  Mon- 
ticucculi,  a  man  who  was  no  lefs 

tmi- 
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eminent  in  letters  than  in  arms, 
that  among  the  Spartans  and  Ma- 
cedonians, the  machines  that  an- 
fvvered  to  our  artillery  were  dif- 
tributed  between  the  leveral  divi- 
fions  of  the  phalanx.  1  cannot, 
for  my  own  part,  jecollcd  any 
other  example  of  this  kind,  but 
that  of  Maccanidas,  tyrant  of 
Sparta,  who,  when  marching  to- 
wards Mantinea  againft  Philope- 
men,  took  a  large  train  of  ma- 
chines along  with  him ;  which  in 
the  engagement  he  placed  in  the 
intervals  along  the  front  of  his 
army,  in  the  fame  manner  as  oar 
field-pieces  are  difpofed  of.  But, 
with  regard  to  the  Roman  ar- 
mies, we  find  in  Vegetius,  that 
each  cohort  in  the  legion  was  pro- 
vided with  an  onagrum,  or  a  ba- 
lijla,  and  each  century  with  a 
carrohalijia,  or  a  catapuha,  as  our 
battalions  are  with  their  field- 
pieces.  The  carrobalijla  was  drawn 
hy  mules  ;  and  eleven  men  were 
afligned  to  load  and  point  it.  He 
informs  us,  that  it  was  not  only 
ufeful  in  defending  the  camp,  but 
alfo  in  annoying  the  enemy  in  the 
field.  Thele  machines  were,  ac- 
cording to  the  fame  author,  plac- 
ed behind  the  heavy-armed  troops, 
over  whofe  heads  they  made  their 
difcharge  upon  the  enemy  :  their 
fituation  was  however  changed, 
when  circumltances  of  ground  and 
pofition  required  it.  They  were 
fometimes  placed  on  an  eminence, 
whence  they  might  command  the 
country,  and  do  the  more  execu- 
tion, as  was  done  in  the  battle 
between  Vitellius  and  Otho,  which 
decided  their  difpute  for  the  im- 
perial throne.  On  other  occafions 
they  were  placed  in  redoubts,  on 
the  wings  of  the  army,  to  proteft 
the  flanks  from  an  enemy  fuperior 


in  number ;  of  which  Julius  Cae- 
far  afforded  an  inftance  in  Gaul. 
Having  taken  poflefiion  of  a  gen- 
tle eminence,  with  a  multitude  of 
Gauls  in  front,  who  might  eafily 
furround  him,  he  caufed  trenches 
to  be  made  in  an  oblique  direc- 
tion on  the  right  and  left  of  his 
army,  and  a  fortrefs  to  be  eredted, 
where  he  placed  the  machines: 
then,  his  flanks  being  fecured,  he 
offered  battle  to  the  Gauls,  who 
declined  it.  We  find  alfo  the 
machines  polled  on  the  flanks,  oa 
two  rifing  grounds,  by  Arrian, 
and  part  of  them  behind  the  le- 
gions, which  were  between  the 
two  rifing  grounds,  when  he  had 
to  defend,  againft  a  great  number 
of  the  Alani,  the  province  of  Cap- 
padocia,  to  the  government  of 
which  he  had  been  appointed  by 
Adrian.  The  catapuha:  and  bali~ 
fia  were  thus  difpofed  of,  in  the 
fame  manner  with  our  artillery, 
as  the  commander  judged  expe- 
dient, or  as  the  fituation  required 
it  ;  and  particularly  in  thofe  parts 
whence  they  might  do  the  ipoft 
execution,  and  be  the  leaft  liable 
to  infult.  The  large  ftones  that 
were  difcharged  by  them,  put  the 
enemy  in  diforder,  fwept  away 
whole  files  of  men,  and  wrought 
the  moft  dreadful  carnage  and  de- 
ftrudtion.  The  only  method  to 
prevent  their  terrible  effefts,  was 
either  to  clofe  in,  and  not  give 
them  time  to  do  mifchief,  as  Phi- 
lopemen  did  with  Maccanidas,  or 
to  furround  and  cut  them  off: 
and,  as  we  now  often  hear  of  the 
enemy's  cannon  being  taken  or 
fpiked,  fo  among  the  ancients  were 
fallies  frequently  mads  to  cut  the 
ropes,  or  dellroy  the  fprings  of  the 
machines. 

Not  only  in  field  engagements, 

but 
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but  in  all  the  other  operations  pf 
war,  the  ancients  made  the  fame 
ul'e  of  their  machines,  as  we  do 
of  our  cannon.  With  them  they 
fjrmed  batteries,  to  impede  and 
dellroy  the  enemy's  works,  and  to 
defend  their  own  ;  fo  that  they 
might  be  faid  in  a  manner  to  ca>i- 
Ttonade  one  another.  With  them 
they  battered  their  adveriaries  at  a 
diltance,  harralTed  their  watering 
and  foraging  parties,  and  reduced 
them  to  the  greateil  mifery  and 
dillrefs.  When  they  warned  to  gain 
an  eminence  or  a  bank  occupied 
by  the  enemy,  they  firll  threw  a 
lliower  of  ftones  from  their  Aings, 
and  their  machines,  which,  when 
well  pointed,  carried  every  thing 
before  them. 

They  battered  likewife,  on  fome 
occafions,  the  enemy's  camp  with 
their  machines,  as  we  do  with  our 
cannon.  This  method  of  pro- 
ceeding, Pompeius  Sabinus  adopt- 
ed againil  the  Thracians ;  having 
furrounded  them  with  an  entrench- 
ment, he  ereded  a  redoubt,  whence 
he  poured  upon  them  a  continual 
difcharge  of  ftones,  darts,  and 
fire. 

Nor  were  the  machines  unem- 
ployed in  the  paffing  of  rivers. 
On  the  bank  of  the  river  which 
was  to  be  crofTed,  they  raifed  bat- 
teries of  catapulta  and  balijl/e, 
with  which  they  kept  the  enemy 
at  a  diftance,  whiUt  they  were 
conftrudling  the  bridge.  It  was 
in  this  manner  that  Germanicus 
cro/Ted  the  Eder  ;  and  the  fame 
method  was  pradlifed  by  Alex- 
ander in  Thrace.  When  the  river 
was  large,  they  launched  velfels, 
on  which  they  built  towers,  and 
placed  the  machines  in  them,  to 
diforder  the  enemy  on  the  other 
fxde,  who  was  alfo  provided  with 


machines  to  prevent  the  paflage. 
Or,  having  conftruded  part  of  the 
bridge,  they  raifed  a  tower  on  the 
molt  advanced  pier;  and,  under 
cuver  of  the  difcharge  of  Hones 
and  darts  from  it,  they  carried  on 
the  work  to  the  oppofite  bank,  I 
Ihall  not  enlarge  on  the  methods 
they  took  of  defending  a  pafs,  or 
covering  a  retreat  with  their  arch- 
ers, or  light  artillery,  by  placing 
them  in  the  molt  advantageous 
pofitions :  fuch  pafTages  are  ob- 
vious enough  in  ^le  ancient  au- 
thors. 

I  hope  now,  that  1  have  proved 
to  your  fatisfaclion,  that  the  an- 
cients made  the  very  fame  ufe  of 
their  machines  of  war,  as  we  do 
of  our  ariiller5'.  If  we  find  them 
fcldom  taken  notice  of  in  the  ac- 
count of  field  -engagements,  the 
reafbn  is,  that  it  was  the  cuftom 
with  them  to  draw  their  fwords, 
and  come  quickly  to  a  clofe  con- 
flid  :  and  if  this  was  the  pradice 
in  our  armies,  i;he  artillery  would 
not  have  fo  confiderable  a  fhare, 
as  it  has  at  prefent,  in  the  decifioa 
of  a  battle. 


On  the  Sieges  and  Na-val  Armmnents 
cf  the  Ancients,  and  their  Refem- 
hlance  to  thofe  of  the  Moderns ; 
from  the  fame. 

NEVER  could  fubfcribe  to 
the  univerfal  opinion,  that  the 
difcovery  of  gun  -  powder,  the 
compafs,  and  the  art  of  printing, 
have  produced  an  entire  change, 
and  that  for  the  better,  in  the  fyf- 
tem  of  affairs.  The  compafs  in- 
deed was  a  noble  invention.  It 
cannot  be  denied,  but  fociety  has 
derived  wonderful  benefits  from 
the    difcovery    of   an    inftrument, 

which 


A  N  T  I  Q^U  I  T  I  E  S. 


vrliich   in    the    darkeft   atmofphere 
points  out    to  us  the  pole,   guides 
us  with  fecurity,  and  makes  us   in 
fome  meafure  mafters  of  the  whole 
extent  of  the  ocean-     It   may   be 
called  the  very  foul  of  navigation. 
The  Cynofure   alone  would    never 
have  coaduded  us    to  the  difcovery 
of  America  ;     and  we    have  caufe 
to  boaft,  that  a    middling  pilot  in 
our  age  knows    more   than  in  the 
times  of    the  ancients   did     Near- 
chus,    the    admiral    of    Alexander 
the    Great,    or    Hanno,    the    Co- 
lumbus of  the  Carthaginians.   The 
art  of    printing   has    alfo   made    a 
great  alteration  in  the  face  of  af- 
fairs, by  rendering   that  common, 
which     formerly     v/as     a      luxury 
which  the    great   only  could    par- 
.take  of.     But  are  we  to  conclude, 
that    letters     have     received    any 
augmentation   from   an   art  that  is 
fo  productive  of  literary  abortions, 
and  by   which  are    multiplied    the 
means  of  propa-^ating  falfe  fcience, 
which  is  far  worfe  than  ignorance 
itfelf  ?      Again,    does    it   appear, 
that  the   invention   of  gun-powder 
has      introduced      any      univerfal 
changes   in    the    military    fyftem  } 
Our  armies    march    at  prefent    in 
the  fame   manner,    and    with    the 
fsme   precautions,   as  thofe  of  the 
ancients  ;  our  orders  of  battle  are 
the  fame  ;  we   put  in  praftice   the 
fame  ftratagems  ;  and  we  encamp, 
or  at  leaft  we    (hould  encamp,  as 
they  did.     Nothing  is  changed  in 
the  fundamental  principles  of  war. 
Put  in  the  place   of  the  catapults 
and  the  balijirt-  our  cannon  and  our 
mortars,  and  all  is  parallel. 

It  gives  me  pleafure  to  find  that 
your  idea  fo  nearly  coincides  with 
mine.  With  regard  to  the  field 
operations,  which  form  the  moft 
confiderablc    branch   of   war,  you 
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have    no   longer    any    doubts    re- 
maining.     But     you    are    not    fo 
clear  on  what  relates  to  naval  ope- 
rations and   fieges,   on  which  you 
defire    my  opinion.     I    know    not 
whether  I    (hall    be  able    to  find, 
among     my     little     colleftion    of 
notes,  wherewithal    to   fatisfy   you 
fully    in    this   particular.     To   be- 
gin   with  fieges :    however  univer- 
fally  it   may  be  thought,  that  the 
invention  of  artillery  has  entirely 
changed  the  nature  of  them  ;  yet 
it   will    be    found,    by    thofe  who 
confider    the     matter    attentively, 
that  the  fundamental  modes  of  the 
attack  and    defence  of  places  are 
the  very  fame  at  this  day   as  they 
were  in  the  times  of  the  ancients. 
The      towers,     with    which     they 
flanked    the    curtain,    jutted     out 
juft    like    our    balVions,    and,    ac- 
cording  to   the  doftrinc  of  Vitru- 
vius,   Ihould  be   at  the  diliance  of 
a  bow- (hot  from  each   other  :  this 
corrciponds    with   our   line    of  de- 
fence, which    is    to    be    equal    to 
the  range  of  a  mufket-fhot.     Per- 
haps we   fliall  not  find    any  great 
difference   between  thefe   two   dif- 
tances  ;  for   we   are   informed,   by 
a   pafTage    in  Vegetius,    that    the 
arrows    carried    to   the   di fiance  of 
fix  hundred    feet,    which   is   about 
the   range   of   a   point-blank    fhot 
from  a  fire-lock.     They  alfo  made 
projedures  in  their  walls,  to  flank 
the    affailants  ;     and     the     Itreets 
leading   to   the  gates  were  not  in 
a  diiedt   line,    but  crooked.    They 
were      not     without     ditches,      to 
keep    the    enemy    at    a    di fiance  ; 
nor    tfrre-plains,    nor    cfplanades, 
in  the  defences,   to  flop  th'e   ene- 
my, in  cafe  he  had  got  poflcffion 
of  any   part  of  the  rampart :  and 
they    direded,     agreeable    to    the 
precepts  of  the  bcil  modern  engi- 
neers. 
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neers,  that  the  works,  and  the 
places  of  arms,  fhould  be  made 
large  and  fpacious,  that  there 
might  be  room  for  whole  cohorts 
to  draw  up  in  them.  Such  was  in 
fubrtance  their  fyllem  of  defence. 
Their  mode  of  attack  was  alfo  ex- 
tremely fimilar  to  ours.  When 
they  pitched  their  camp  before  a 
town,  they  took  care  to  fortify  it  as 
well  from  tho:e  within,  as  from  thofe 
who  might  come  from  without, 
to  fuccour  the  befieged  ;  in  which 
they  fhewed  wonderful  ingenuity. 
The  wells,  which  were  ufed  at 
the  fiege  of  Philipfburg,  to  pvo- 
te£l  the  lines,  and  the  wolf- traps 
that  were  made  at  the  blockade  of 
Prague,  for  the  fame  purpofe, 
were  but  flight  imitations  of  what 
was  contrived  in  the  like  circum- 
ftances  by  the  ancients.  They 
carried  on  their  approaches  as 
much  as  poflible  under  cover. 
Some  will  have  it,  that  they  were 
carried  on  by  trenches,  juft  as 
they  are  at  prefent  ;  others  deny 
it:  but  they  certainly  fecured  the 
communication  between  the  camp 
and  the  front  of  the  attack  with  a 
fpecies  of  trench.  The  befiegers 
undermined  the  walls  of  the  for- 
treJTes,  and  the  beiieged  likewife 
dug  mines  under  the  works  of  the 
befiegers;  in  which  fharp  conflids 
often  cook  place  between  the  mi- 
ners, who  did  all  they  could,  with 
fumigations  and  fires,  to  deftroy 
one  another.  The  affault  was 
ufually  carried  on  under  cover  of 
a  heavy  difcharge  from  the  ma- 
chines, and  from  the  'velites,  who 
fwept  off  with  their  fl:ones  and  ar- 
rows all  who  ventured  to  fhew 
themfelves  upon  the  walls ;  and 
Tallies  were  likewife  made  in  the 
fame  manner  by  the  befieged,  to 
drive    the    enemy    from   the    ap- 


proaches. Batteries  of  balijia 
were  conftrufted,  with  which  they 
difmountcd  the  machines  of  the 
enemy,  and  made  breaches  in  the 
walls,  when  at  a  dillance  ;  as  they 
did,  when  clofe,  with  the  batter- 
ing-rams :  and  1  mentioned  in 
my  laft,  that  thefe  machines  had 
force  enough  to  difmantle  the 
walls,  and  even  to  level  the  tow- 
ers, in  which  the  principal  flrength 
of  the  fortrefies  confifted.  Re- 
gulus  had  baltjifs  in  his  army, 
even  fo  far  back  as  the  firft  Punic 
war.  Vefpafian  had  a  prodigious 
number  at  the  fiege  of  Jotapata  ; 
and  it  was  with  thefe  machines 
that  Pompey  battered  the  Temple 
of  Jerufalem,  which  for  folidity 
was  not  inferior  to  the  flrongell 
citadel.  No  wonder  then,  that 
the  learned,  after  confidering  the 
mode  of  attacking  and  defending 
places  in  paft  ages,  fhould  not 
fuifer  themielves  to  be  hurried 
away  with  the  current,  and  fhould 
judge,  that  in  this  branch  of  the 
art  of  \<'ar,  there  is  little  differ- 
ence between  the  ancient  and  the 
modern  pradlice.  Count  Leonar- 
di,  a  man  eminent  for  his  know- 
ledge of  military  architecture,  af- 
fened,  that  the  whole  of  a  forti- 
fication, confifting  in  the  curtain, 
the  flank,  the  ditch,  the  covert- 
way,  the  places  of  arms,  and  the 
batteries,  no  one,  that  underftood 
any  thing  of  modern  fortification, 
would  hold  cheap  the  maxims  of 
Vitruvius.  And  the  famous  Duke 
of  Rohan  affirms,  that,  though  the 
invention  of  artillery  may  have 
produced  a  it\y  changes  in  military 
architedure,  yet  the  principles  of 
attack  and  defence  are  at  this  day 
the  fame  with  thofe  of  ancient 
times  ;  and  that  the  fiege  of  Ale- 
xia is  the  exaft  counterpart  of  the 

cele- 
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Celebrated  fieges  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  the  Marquis  of  Spinola, 
and  the  Duke  of  Farma. 

Now,  if  we  pafs  from  a  review 
of  the  military,  to  that  of  the  na- 
val, armaments  of  the  ancients, 
we  fliall  find  them  more  conform- 
able than  is  commonly  imagined 
to  thofe  of  the  prefent  age.  Their 
Ihips  of  war  had  the  appearance  of 
fortrefl'es,  as  well  as  ours  ;  and 
that  not  from  their  immenfc  bulk 
alone,  but  from  the  nature  of  the 
arms  with  which  they  were  fur- 
nifhed,  which  might  be  called 
great  and  fmall  artillery.  We 
read  in  Diodorus  Siculus,  that 
Demetrius  Poliorcetes  had  on  the 
prows  of  his  veiTels  catapuhis,  that 
carried  to  a  prodigious  diflance, 
which  correfpond  with  our  bow- 
chafes.  On  the  firft-rate  Ihips 
the  ancients  ereded  towers  and 
tallies  :  as  proof  of  which  we  have 
the 

Ibis  Liburnis  inter  alta  navium 
Amice,  prop\;gnacula 

of  Horace  ;  and  the 
Tunta  mole  viri  turritis  puppibus  inftant 
of  Virgil  ;  and  Florus  tells  us, 
fpeaking  of  thofe  very  fhips  of 
Mark  Anthony,  that  they  refem- 
bled  fo  many  floating- caftles  ;  that 
the  wind  could  not  move  them 
without  labour ;  and  that  they 
made  the  fea  groan  under  their 
weight.  Thel'e  expreflions  might 
be  applied  with  great  propriety  to 
that  famous  (hip  of  two  hundred 
guns,  called  the  Charante,  which 
was  built  by  Lewis  the  Twelfth, 
or  the  Anna,  of  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  large  pieces  of  cannon, 
which  I  have  myfelf  feen  io  the 
port  of  Cronllat,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Nevaj  in  tlie  Baltic  fea.     Fjotn 
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the  machines  mounted  in  thefe 
towers  and  caftles  they  difcharged 
ftones,  darts,  and  other  miflile 
weapons,  as  we  are  informed  by 
Vegetius ;  and  likewife  red-hot 
arrows,  prepared  with  oil,  ful- 
phur,  and  other  combuftible  ma- 
teriab,  to  fire  the  enemy's  fhips, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  at  fieges. 
Their  machines  were  of  great  Ser- 
vice in  the  difembarking  of  troops ; 
which  was  efFeded  under  cover  of 
their  difcharge,  like  that  of  fo 
many  batteries  of  cannon.  It  was 
thus  that  Cjefar  landed  on  the 
Britifh  fhore.  Bringing  his  Ihips 
of  war  clofe  to  the  land,  he  kept 
fo  continual  and  heavy  a  difcharge 
upon  the  Britons,  as  to  dillodge 
them,  whilft  the  troops  landed 
from  the  tranfports  ;  by  which 
means,  the  Romans  made  good 
their  defcent  on  that  ifland,  which 
coft  them  afterwards  fo  much  la- 
bour to  fubdue. 

Diodorus  Siculus  fpeaks  of  vef. 
fels  armed,  as  one  might  call  it, 
with  artillery  at  the  fiege  of  Tyre, 
and  at  that  of  Rhodes,  which  was 
condufted  by  Demetrius  Poliorce- 
tes, the  moft  memorable  fiege 
perhaps  of  all  antiquity,  on  ac- 
count of  the  various  contrivances 
,  in  engineering  put  in  practice  by 
that  ingenious  prince. 

I  (hall  fay  nothing  of  the  wild- 
fires of  the  Greeks,  which  were 
thrown  by  means  of  pipes  or  pots 
upon  the  fliips  of  the  enemy  ;  an 
invention  of  the  lower  empire; 
but  the  fire-ihips  we  fliali  find  to 
have  been  a  very  early  invention. 
Their  hold  was  filLd  with  tow, 
pitch  and  rofin  ;  and  being  fet  fire 
to,  they  were  carried  by  the  wind 
into  the  midft  of  the  enemy's  fleet. 
It  is  fuppofed  they  were  originally 
made   ufe  of  at  Tyre   to   deftroy 

the 
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the  immenfe  dyke  which  Alexan- 
der threw  acrofs  the  harbour,  in 
order  to  cut  off  that  city  from  all 
communication  with  the  fea  ;  but 
I  find  Thucydides  takes  notice  of 
thefe  fire-fhips  in  his  hillory  of  the 
Peloponnefian  war,  which  hap- 
pened long  before  the  fiege  of 
Tyre.  And  you  may  find  a  re- 
markable inftance  of  their  cffeds 
in  the  Commentaries  of  Julius 
Csfar,  where  he  relates,  that  a 
great  part  of  his  fleet  was  dcitroy- 
cd  by  them  in  the  Sicilian  feas. 

But  notwithHanding  all  thefe 
fires,  and  thefe  machines,  the  an- 
cients did  not  (land  to  engage, 
and,  as  it  were,  to  cannonade  one 
another  at  a  diilance.  As  in  their 
battles  on  fhore,  after  the  firll  dif- 
charge  of  their  machines,  and  that 
iron  lliower  of  darts,  which  dark- 
en the  air,  as  Vigil  exprefies  it, 
they  came  to  clofe  adtion,  hand 
to  hand;  fo  did  they  likewife  net 
in  their  naval  engagements.  Plu- 
tarch relates,  thac  in  the  battle  of 
Aftium,  the  large  fhips  of  Mark 
Anthony  being  furrounded  by  the 
fmaller  and  lighter  Liburnian  vef- 
fels  of  Auguftus,  the  combat  had 
the  appearance  of  an  afiault  upon 
fo  many  caftles.  They  ufually 
endeavoured  to  fink  one  another, 
the  Greeks  in  particular,  by  board- 
ing with  the  rofirum,  or  beak, 
with  which  the  Ihips  prows  were 
fortified.  You  remember  that 
Duillius,  the  firft  naval  com- 
mander of  the  Romans,  who  ob- 
tained the  roilral  crown  by  his 
vidtory  at  INIylum,  firll  thought  of 
eroding  on  the  prow  of  his  Ihips 
the  crow,  or  drawbridge ;  of 
which  Polybius  has  given  a  mi- 
nute defcri prion.  As  foon  as  they 
had  approached  near  enough,  they 
let  fall    the    draw-bridge   on   the 


bow  or  fide  of  the  enemy's  (hip; 
which  it  grappled  with  a  kind  of 
iron  claw,  that  was  fixed  to  the 
extremity  of  it.  Thus  they  board- 
ed the  enemy  ;  and  the  foldiers 
having  filed  over  the  draw-bridge, 
the  fea-fight  became  the  fame 
with  an  engagement  on  ihore. 
Without  this  contrivance  the  Ro- 
mans would  never  have  fucceeded 
in  their  firft  battle  at  fea  with  the 
Carthaginians,  a  people  fo  expert 
in  maritime  affairs  ;  and  this  me- 
thod of  fighting  they  ftill  retain- 
ed, after  they  had  acquired  fome 
knowledge  of  naval  operations. 
Their  hiftorians  often  fpeak  of 
their  marine  legions.  Befides, 
Vegetius  exprefsly  informs  us, 
that  the  common  practice  was  to 
let  down  the  draw- bridges,  board 
the  enemy,  and  engage  ha»id  to 
hand.  1  his  was  indeed,  on  all 
occafions,  the  favourite  method  of 
the  ancients,  as'  that  by  which 
every  blow  has  its  efleft,  and 
which  gives  the  fulled  fcope  to 
perfonal  valour.  Thus,  even  at 
fieges,  the  intention  of  all  the 
works  carried  on  by  the  afTailants, 
was  to  bring  them  clofer  to  the 
befieged.  And  the  Spartans,  who 
placed  their  whole  Itudy  in  war, 
in  which  they  went  beyond  all  the 
other  dates  of  Greece,  thought 
their  own  arms  the  fureil  defence, 
their  own  breads  the  ftrongeft 
ramparts  of  their  city. 

But,  to  conclude  at  once  this 
long  harangue,  might  we  not 
venture  to  wager,  that  if  thofe 
brave  Greeks  and  Romans  were  to 
return  into  the  world,  they  would 
not  make  any  alteration,  in  fpite 
of  the  cannon,  in  their  manner  of 
fighting  ?  Confidering  the  fydem 
of  war  as  a  machine,  we  may  af- 
fert,  that    the    moderns   have  not 
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added  a  fingle  wheel  or  pulley  to 
what  was  condrufted  and  provid- 
ed by  the  ancients.  All  that  can 
be  faid  is,  that  one  Spring  of  the 
machine  has  acquired  a  greater 
degree  of  force  and  aftivity  than 
it  had  formerly.  1  mean  the  fire- 
arms, which  carry  farther  than 
the  machines  of  the  ancients.  The 
expanfion  of  air,  caufed  by  the 
burning  of  gun-powder,  has  cer- 
tainly greater  force  to  drive  a 
ball  from  the  barrel  of  a  cannon, 
than   the  elalHcity  of  the  flender 


firings,  which  they  made  ufc  of, 
had  to  drive  a  Hone  from  the  bali- 
Jla,  But  what  effential  difference 
does  it  make,  that  one  arm  is  con- 
trived to  ftrike  at  a  greater  dif- 
tance?  No  man  ever  took  i:  into 
his  head  to  imagine,  that  the 
principles  of  war  in  modern  times 
are  changed  from  thofe  of  the  an- 
cient, becaufe  the  fight  of  the  en- 
gineer, the  admiral,  and  the  gene- 
ral, has  been  fo  much  improved, 
and  carried  fo  much  farther,  by  the 
invention  of  the  telefcope. 
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Miscellaneous  Essays. 


A  Difccurfe  deli'vered  to  the  Stu- 
dents of  the  Royal  Academy,  on 
the  Dijiribution  of  the  Prizes ^ 
December  lo,  1782,  by  the  Preji- 
dent. 

Gentlemen, 

THE  highell  ambition  of  every 
artill  is  to  be  thought  a  man 
of  genius.  As  long  as  this  flatter- 
ing quality  is  joined  to  his  name, 
fie  can  bear  with  patience  the  im- 
putation of  carelefTnefs,  incorreft- 
nefs,  or  defeats  of  whatever  kind. 

So  far  indeed  is  the  prefence  of 
genius  from  implying  an  abfence 
of  faults,  that  they  are  confidered 
by  many  as  infeparable  compa- 
nions. Some  go  fuch  lengths  as 
to  take  indications  from  them,  and 
not  only  excufe  faults  on  account 
of  genius,  but  they  prefume  ge- 
nius from  the  exiftence  of  certain 
faults. 

It  is  certainly  true,  that  a  work 
may  jullly  claim  the  charadter  of 
genius  though  full  of  errors  ;  and 
it  is  equally  true,  that  it  may  be 
faultlefs,  and  yet  not  exhibit  the 
]eaft  fpark  of  genius.  This  natu- 
rally fuggelts  an  enquiry,  a  de/ire 
at  Icaft  of  enquiring,  what  quali- 
ties of  a  work  and  of  a  workaiian 
may  juftly  intitle  a  painter  to  that 
charaftsr } 


I  have  in  a  former  difcourfe  *  en- 
deavoured to  imprefs  you  with  a 
fixed  opinion,  that  a  comprehen- 
five  and  critical  knowledge  of  the 
works  of  nature  is  the  only  fource 
of  beauty  and  grandeur.  But 
when  we  fpeak  to  painters,  we 
mull  always  confider  this  rule,  and 
all  rules,  with  a  reference  to  the 
mechanical  pradlice  of  their  own 
particular  art.  It  is  not  properly 
in  the  learning,  the  tafte,  and  the 
dignity  of  the  ideas,  that  genius 
appears  as  belonging  to  a  painter. 
There  is  a  genius  particular  and 
appropriated  in  his  own  trade,  (as 
1  may  call  it)  dilHnguiOied  from 
all  others.  For  that  power,  which 
enables  the  artift  to  conceive  his 
fubjeft  with  dignity,  may  be  faid 
to  belong  to  general  education  ; 
and  is  as  much  the  genius  of  a 
poet,  or  the  profeflbr  of  any  other 
liberal  art,  or  even  of  a  good 
critic  in  any  of  thofe  arts,  as  of  a 
painter.  Whatever  fublime  ideas 
may  fill  his  mind,  he  is  a  painter 
only  as  he  can  put  in  pradlice  what 
he  knows,  and  communicate  thofe 
ideas  by  vilible  reprefentation. 

If  my  exprefSon  can  convey  my 
idea,  I  wifh  to  diliinguilh  excel- 
lence of  this  kind  by  calling  it  the 
genius  of  mechanical  performance. 
1'his  genius  canfiits,   I    conceive. 


•  Difcourfe  Illr 
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in  the  power  of  exprefTing  that 
which  employs  your  pencil,  what- 
ever it  may  be,  as  a  ^who'e  \  fo  as 
that  the  general  efFed  and  power 
of  the  whole  may  take  poflTcffi  n  of 
the  mind,  and  for  a  while  fufpend 
the  confideration  of  the  fubordi- 
nate  and  particular  beauties  or 
defea^. 

The  advantage  of  this  method 
of  confidering  objefts,  is  what  I 
wi(h  now  more  particularly  to  en- 
force. At  the  fame  time  I  do  not 
forget,  that  a  painter    ma!t    have 


it  from  the  principal  point.  It 
may  be  remarked,  that  the  im- 
preifion  which  is  left  on  our  mind, 
even  of  things  which  are  familiar 
to  us,  is  feldom  more  than  their 
general  cfFedl;  beyond  which  we 
do  not  look  in  recognifing  fuch 
objedls. 

To  exprefs  this  in  painting,  13 
■to  exprefs  what  is  congenial  and 
natural  to  the  mind  of  man,  and 
what  gives  him  by  refledlion  his 
own  mode  of  conceiving.  The 
other    prefuppofes    nicety    and    re- 


the  power   of  contrafting  as  well    fearch,  which  are  only  the  bufinef$ 


as  dilating  his  fight ;  becaufe,  he 
that  does  not  at  all  exprefs  parti- 
culars, exprefles  nothing;  yet  it  is 
certain,  that  a  nice  difcrimination 
of  minute  circumllances,  and  a 
pun6lilious  delineation  of  them, 
whatever  excellence  it  may  have, 
(and  I  do  no:  mean  to  detradl  from 
it)  never  did  confer  on  the  artiit 
the  charadter  of  genius, 

Befides  thofe  minute  differences 
in  things  which  are  frequently  not 
obferved  at  all,  and  when  they  are 
make  little  impreflion,  there  are 
in  all  confiderable  objects  great 
charaderiftic  diftin£li®ns,  which 
prefs  ftrongly  on  the  fenfes,  and 
therefore  fix  the  imagination. 

Thefe  are  by  no  means,  as  fome 
people  think,  an  aggregate  of  all 
the  fmall  difcriminating  particu- 
lars; nor  will  fuch  an  accumula- 
tion of  particulars  ever  exprefs 
them.  Thefe  anfwer  to  what  I 
have  heard  great  lawyers  call  the 
leading  poinrs  in  a  cafe,  or  the 
leading  cafes  relative  to  thefe 
points. 

The  detail  of  particulars,  which 
does  not  afiilt  the  exprefiion  of  the 
main  charaderillic,  is  vvcrfe  thaa 
uielefs,  it  is  mifchievous,  as  it 
diilipates  the  aiiencionj  and  draws 


of  the  curious  and  attentive,  and 
therefore  does  not  fpeak  to  the  ge- 
neral fenfe  of  the  whole  fpecies  ; 
in  which  common,  and,  as  I  may 
fo  call  it,  mother  tongue,  every; 
thing  grand  and  coroprehenfive 
rnuit  be  uttered. 

I  do  not  mean  to  prefcribe  what 
degree   of   attention    ought  to  be 
paid  to  the  minute  parts  ;  this  ic 
is    hard    to   fettle.     We    are  fure 
that    it   is    exprefling  the  general 
efFedl  of  the  whole  which  can  give 
to  objefts  their  true  and  touching 
charader;    and    wherever   this    is 
obferved,    whatever  is    negletfled, 
we  acknowledge    the   hand    of   a 
mafter.     We  may  even  go  farther 
and  obferve,    that  when  the  gene- 
ral efTeifl  only  is  prefented  to  us  by 
a   fkilful  hand,  it  appears  to  ex- 
prefs that  obje(5l  in  a  more  lively 
manner  than   the   minuteil  refem- 
blance  would  do. 

Thefe  obfervations  may  lead  to 
very  deep  queftions,  which  I  do 
not  mean  here  to  difcufs  ;  among 
others,  it  may  lead  to  an  enquiry. 
Why  we  are  not  always  pleafcd 
with  the  moft  abfolute  pofiible  re- 
femblance  of  an  imitation  to  its 
original  objeft.''  Cafes  may  exid 
in  which  fuch  a  refeaiblancc  may 
L  z  be 
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be  even  difagreeable.  I  fliall  only 
obferve,  that  the  efFedl  of  figures 
in  wax- work,  though  certainly  a 
more  exad  reprefentation  than  can 
be  given  by  painting  or  fciilpiure, 
ii  a  Sufficient  proof  that  the  plea- 
Tuie  we  receive  from  imitation  is 
not  increafed  merely  in  proportion 
as  it  approaches  to  minute  and  de- 
taiifd  reality  ;  we  are  pleafed,  on 
the  contrary,  by  feeing  ends  an- 
fvvered  by  feeming  inadequate 
means. 

To  exprefs  protuberance  by  ac- 
tual relief,  to  exprefs  the  foftnefs 
of  flelh  by  the  ibfinefs  of  wax, 
feems  rude  and  inartificial,  and 
creates  no  grateful  furprife.  But 
to  exprefs  diftances  on  a  plain  fur- 
face,  foftnefs  by  hard  bodies,  and 
particular  colouring  by  materials 
which  are  not  finglyofthat  colour, 
produces  that  magic  which  is  tiie 
pride  and  triumph  of  arc. 

Carry  this  principle  a  flep  fur- 
ther. Suppoie  the  effetl  of  imita- 
tion to  be  fully  compared  by  means 
llill  more  inadequate  ;  let  the  power 
pt  a  few  well-chofen  ftrokes,  which 
fuperfede  labour  by  judgment  and 
direflion,  produce  a  complete  im- 
preffion  of  all  that  the  mind  de- 
mands in  an  objetl ;  we  are  charm- 
ed with  fuch  an  unexpedled  happi- 
nefs,  and  begin  to  be  tired  with  the 
fuperfiuous  diligence,  which  in 
vain  folicits  an  appetite  already 
fatiated. 

The  properties  of  all  objects, 
as  far  as  a  painter  is  concerned 
with  them,  are,  the  outline  or 
drawing,  the  colour,  and  the  light 
and  lliade.  The  drawing  gives 
the  form,  the  colour  its  viable 
quality,  and  the  light  and  fhade 
its  folidity. 

.Excellence  in  any  one  of  thefe 
parts  i^f  art  will  never  be  acquired 


by  an  artiil,  unlefs  he  has  the  ha- 
bit of  looking  upon  cbjeds  at 
large,  and  obferving  the  efFeft 
which  they  have  on  the  eye  when 
it  is  dilated,  and  employed  upon 
the  whole,  without  feeing  any  one 
of  the  parts  dillindly.  It  is  by 
this  that  we  obtain  the  ruling  cha- 
raderillic,  and  that  we  learn  to, 
imitate  it  by  (hort  and  dexterous 
methods.  1  do  not  mean  by  dex- 
terity a  trick  or  mechanical  habit, 
formed  by  guefs,  and  eftablifhed 
by  cuftom  ;  but  that  fcience, 
which,  by  a  profound  knowledge 
of  ends  and  means,  difcovers  the 
fliorteii  and  fureft  way  to  its  own 
purpofe. 

If  we  examine  with  a  critical 
view  the  manner  of  thofe  artifts 
whom  v.'e  confider  as  patterns,  we 
friall  End  that  their  great  fame 
does  not  proceed  from  their  works 
being  more  highly  finillied,  or 
from  a  more  mmuce  attention  to 
details,  but  from  that  enlarged 
comprebenficn  which  fees  the 
whole  objedl  at  once,  and  that 
energy  of  art  which  gives  its  cha- 
rafteriilic  eiFeft  by  adequate  ex- 
preiTicn. 

Raffaelle  and  Titian  are  two 
names  which  ftand  the  higheft  in 
our  art;  one  for  drawing,  the 
other  for  painting.  The  molt  con- 
fiderable  and  the  moil  elleemed 
works  of  Raifaelle  are  the  cartoons, 
and  his  frefco  works  in  the  Va- 
tican ;  thot'e,  as  we  all  know,  are 
far  from  beiiig  minutely  iiniihed  ; 
his  principal  care  and  attention 
feems  to  be  fixed  upon  the  adjuft- 
ment  of  the  whole,  v/hether  it  was 
the  general  compofition,  or  the 
compoiition  of  each  individual  fi- 
gure; for  every  figure  may  be  faid 
to  be  a  le/ier  whole,  though  in 
regard    to    the    general    work    to 
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which  it  belongs,  it  is  buc  a  part  ; 
the  fame  miy  be  faid  of  the  head, 
of  the  hands,  or  feet.  Though 
he  poffcffl'd  this  art  of  feeing  and 
comprehending  the  whole,  as  far 
as  form  is  concerned,  he  did  not 
exert  the  fame  faculty  in  regard 
to  the  general  efFcd,  which  is  pre- 
fented  to  the  eye  by  colour,  and 
light,  and  fhade.  Of  this  the 
deficiency  of  his  oil  pictures,  where 
this  excellence  is  more  expefted 
than  in  frefco,  is  a  fufficient 
proof. 

It  is  to  Titian  we  mud  turn  our 
eyes  to  find  excellence  with  regard 
to  colour,  and  Hght  and  fhade,  in 
the  highell  d'gree.  He  was  both 
the  firil  and  the  greateft  mailer  of 
this  art.  By  a  few  firokes  he 
knew  how  to  mark  the  general 
image  and  character  of  whatever 
objed  he  attempted,  and  produced, 
by  this  alone,  a  truer  reprefenta- 
tion  than  his  mafter  Giam,  Belli- 
no,  or  any  of  his  predeceflbrs, 
who  finifhed  every  hair.  His 
great  care  was  to  exprefs  the  ge- 
neral colour,  to  preferve  the  mafies 
of  light  and  fnade,  and  to  give  by 
oppofition  the  idea  of  that  fulidity 
which  is  infeparable  from  natural 
objefts.  When  thofe  are  preferved, 
though  with  nothing  more,  the 
work  will  have  in  a  proper  place  its 
compleat  eftedl;  but  where  any 
of  thefe  are  wanting,  however  mi- 
nutely laboured  the  pi^ure  may 
be  in  the  detail,  the  whole  will 
have  a  falfe,  and  even  an  un- 
finiflied  appearance,  at  whatever 
dillance,  or  in  whatever  light,  it 
can  be  ftiewn. 

It  is  in  vain  to  attend  to  the  va- 
riation of  tints,  if,  in  that  atten- 
tion, the  general  hue  of  flefh  is 
loft  ;  or  to  finilh  ever  fo  minutely 
the  parts,    if  the  uiafTes  aie  noc 


obferved,  or  the  whole  not  well 
put  toucher. 

Vafari  feems  to  have  no  great 
difpofition  to  favour  the  Venetiaa 
painters,  yet  he  every  vvhere  juftly 
commends  il  modo  di  fare,  la  m%- 
ntere,  la  bella  pratica  ;  that  is,  tlie 
admirable  manner  and  prafticc  of 
that  fchool.  On  Titian,  in  oarti- 
cular,  he  beftows  the  epithets  ot 
giudiciojo  hello,  t  Jiupendo. 

This  manner  vvas  then  new  to 
the  world,  but  that  unfliaken  truth 
on  which  it  is  founded,  has  fixed 
it  as  a  model  to  all  fucceeding 
painters;  and  thofe  who  will  e<a- 
mine  into  the  artifice,  will  find  it 
to  confift  in  the  power  of  gene- 
ralifing,  and  in  the  Ihorinefi  and 
limplicity  of  the  means. 

Many  artifts,  as  Vafari  likewife 
obferves,  have  ignorantly  imagined 
they  are  imitating  the  manner  of 
Titian  when  they  leave  their  co- 
lours rough  and  negleft  the  de- 
tail ;  but,  not  pofl'effing  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  he  wrought,  thev 
haye  produced  what  he  calls  goffe 
piitwe,  abfurd  foolilTi  pifturcs  ; 
for  fuch  will  always  be  the  confe- 
qnence  of  afFefting  dexterity  with- 
out fcience,  without  ieletlion,  afid 
without  fixed  principles. 

Raffaelle  and  Titian  feemed  to 
look  at  nature  for  different  pur- 
pofes ;  they  both  had  the  power  of 
extending  their  view  to  the  whole  ; 
but  one  looked  only  for  the  gene- 
ral effeft  as  produced  by  form,  the 
other  as  by  colour. 

We  cannot  entirely  refufe  to 
Titian  the  merit  of  attending  to 
the  general  form  of  his  objett,  as 
well  as  colour  ;  but  his  deficiency 
lay,  a  deficiency  at  leaft  when  he 
is  compared  with  Raffaelle,  in  not 
poffeffing  the  po\»er,  like  him,  of 
correfting  the  form  of  his  model 
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by  any  general  idea  of  beauty  in 
his  own  mind.  Of  thi»  his  St. 
Sebaftian  is  a  particular  inliance. 
This  figure  appears  to  be  a  moll 
exadl  reprefentation  both  of  the 
form  and  of  the  colour  of  the 
model,  which  he  then  happened 
to  have  before  him  ;  it  has  all  the 
force  of  nature,  and  the  colour  is 
£e(h  itfelf;  but,  unluckily,  the 
model  was  of  a  bad  form,  efpeci- 
ally  the  legs.  Titian  has  with  as 
much  care  preferved  thefe  defeds, 
as  he  has  imitated  the  beauty  and 
•  brilliancy  of  the  colouring.  In 
liis  colouring  he  was  large  and 
general,  as  in  his  defign  he  was 
minute  and  partial ;  in  the  one  he 
was  a  genius,  in  the  other  not 
much  above  a  copier.  I  do  not, 
however,  fpealc  now  of  all  his 
pictures ;  inllanCes  enough  may 
be  produced  in  his  works,  where 
thofe  obfervations  on  his  defeats 
could  not  with  any  propriety  be 
applied ;  but  it  is  in  the  manner, 
or  language,  as  it  may  be  called, 
in  which  Titian,  and  others  of 
that  fchool,  exprefs  themfelves, 
that  their  chief  excellence  lies. 
This  manner  is  in  reality,  in 
painting,  what  language  is  in 
poetry ;  we  are  all  fenfible  how 
differently  the  imagination  is  af- 
fefted  by  the  fame  fentiment  ex- 
preifed  in  different  words,  and 
how  mean  or  how  grand  the  fame 
objeft  appears  when  prefented  to 
us  by  different  painters.  Whether 
it  is  the  human  figure,  an  animal, 
or  even  inanimate  objedls,  there 
is  nothing,  however  unpromifing 
in  appearance,  but  what  may  be 
raifed  into  dignity,  convey  fenti- 
ment,   and    produce   emotion,  in 


the  hands  of  a  painter  of  geniur- 
What  was  faid  of  Virgil,  that  he 
threw  even  the  dung  about  the 
ground  with  an  air  of  dignity, 
may  be  applied  to  Titian.  What- 
ever he  touched,  however  natu- 
rally mean  and  habitually  fami- 
liar, by  a  kind  of  magic  he  in- 
verted with  grandeur  and  im- 
portance. 

I  muft  here  obferve,  that  I  am 
not  recommending  a  negleft  of  the 
detail ;  indeed  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult, if  not  inipoffible,  to  pre- 
fcribe  certain  bounds,  and  tell 
how  far,  or  when  it  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved  or  regledted  ;  much  mufl, 
at  laft,  be  left  to  the  tafle  and 
judgment  of  the  artift.  I  am  well 
aware  how  a  judicious  detail  will 
fometimes  give  the  force  of  truth 
to  the  work,  and  confequently  in- 
tereft  the  fpeftator  *.  I  only  wi(h 
to  imprefs  on  your  minds  the  true 
diftindion  between  effential  and 
fubordinate  powers,  and  fhew  what 
qualities  in  the  art  claim  your 
chief  attention,  and  what  may, 
with  the  leaft  injury  to  your  repu- 
tation, be  negleded  ;  fomeihing, 
perhaps,  always  m ufl;  be  neglefteU  ; 
the  lefTer  ought  then  to  give  way 
to  the  greater,  and  fince  t\t.xy 
work  can  have  but  a  limited  time 
allotted  to  it,  for  even  fuppofing 
a  whole  life  to  be  employed  about 
one  pidure,  it  is  Hill  limited  ;  it 
appears  more  reafonable  to  employ 
that  time  to  the  belt  advantage, 
in  contriving  various  methods  of 
compofing  the  work ;  of  trying 
different  effeils  of  light  and  fhade  j 
and  employing  the  labour  of  cor- 
rection, in  heightening  by  a  judi- 
cious adjuflmenc  of  the  parts  the 


*See  Difcourfe  III.  page  loj. 
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effects  of  the  whole,  than  that  the 
time  (hould  be  taken  up  in  mi- 
nutely finifhing  thofc  parts. 

But  there  is  another  kind  of 
high  finifliing  which  may  fafely  be 
condemned,  as  it  feems  to  coun- 
terafl  its  own  purpofe;  that  is, 
when  the  artift,  to  avoid  that 
hardnefs  which  proceeds  from  the 
outline  cutting  againil  the  ground, 
fofcens  and  blends  the  colours  to 
excefs  ;  that  is  what  the  ignorant 
call  high  ■  finifhing,  but  which 
tends  to  deftroy  the  brilliancy  of 
colour,  and  the  true  efFefl  of  re- 
prefentation,  which  confrls  very 
much  in  preferving  the  fame  pro- 
portion of  (harpnefs  and  bluntnefs 
which  is  in  natural  objefts.  This 
extreme  foftening,  inftcad  of  pro- 
ducing the  effeft  of  foftnefs,  gives 
the  appearance  of  ivory,  or  fome 
other  hard  fubltance,  highly  po- 
lifhed. 

The  portraits  of  Cornelius  John- 
fon  appear  to  have  this  defed, 
and  confequently  want  that  fup- 
plenefs  which  is  the  charafterirtic 
of  flefh  ;  whereas,  in  the  works 
of  Vandyke  we  may  obferve  that 
true  mixture  of  foftnefs  and  hard- 
nefs perfectly  obferved.  The  fame 
defeft  is  in  the  manner  of  Van- 
derwerf,  in  oppofition  to  that  of 
Teniers ;  and  fuch  we  may  add  is 
the  manner  of  RafFaelle  in  his  oil 
pidures,  in  comparifon  with  that 
of  Titian. 

The  name  which  RafFaelle  has 
fo  juftly  maintained  as  the  firft  of 
painters,  we  may  venture  to  fay 
was  not  acquired  by  this  laborious 
attention.  His  apology  may  be 
made  by  faying  that  it  was  the 
manner  of  his  country  ;  but  if  he 
had  expreffed  his  ideas  with  the 
facility  and  eloquence,  as  it  may 


be  called,  of  Titian,  his  works 
would  certainly  not  have  been  lefs 
excellent ;  and  that  praife,  which 
ages  and  nations  have  poured  out 
upon  his  works,  for  poflefling  ge- 
nius in  the  higher  attainments  of 
art,  would  have  been  extended  to 
them  all. 

Thofc  who  are  not  converfant 
in  works  of  art,  are  often  fur- 
prifed  at  the  high  value  fet  by 
connoifTeurs  on  drawings  which, 
appear  carelcfs,  and  in  every  re- 
fpedl  unfinifhed;  but  they  are 
truly  valuable,  and  their  value* 
arifes  from  this,  that  they  give 
the  idea  of  a  whole,  and  this 
whole  is  often  exprefled  by  a  dex- 
terous facility  which  indicates  the 
true  power  of  a  painter,  even 
though  roughly  exerted  ;  whether 
it  confifts  in  the  general  compofi- 
tion,  or  the  general  form  of  each 
ii^ure,  or  in  the  turn  of  the  atti- 
tude  which  bedows  grace  and  ele- 
gance. All  this  we  may  fee  fully 
exemplified  in  the  very  {kilfui 
drawings  of  Parmegiano  and  Cor- 
regio.  On  whatever  account  we 
value  thefe  drawings,  it  is  cer- 
tainly not  for  high  finifhing,  or  a 
minute  attention  to  particulars. 

Excellence  in  every  part,  and 
in  every  province  of  our  art,  from 
the  higheft  flile  of  hiftory  down  to 
the  rei'emblances  of  ftill-life,  will 
depend  on  this  power  of  extend- 
ing the  attention  at  once  to  the 
whole,  without  which  the  greatell 
diligence  is  vain. 

1  v.iOi  you  to  bear  in  mind,  that 
when  I  fpeak  of  a  ivhole,  1  do  not 
mean  fimply  an  <vjboli  as  belong- 
ing to  compofi'ion,  but  an  lubole 
with  refpecl  to  the  general  ilyle  of 
colouring  ;  an  loljoU  with  regard 
to  the  light  aad  ihade ;  an  'wkoU 
L  4  of 


152       ANNUAL    REGISTER,  1782. 

of  every    thing  which  may  fepa-  plflure     of     St.    Pietro    Murtire 
rately    become    the  main  purpofe  The    large   trees,  which  are  here 
cf  a  painter.  introduced,     are     plainly    diftin- 
I  remember  a  landfcape-painter  guilhed    from    each    other  by  the 
in  Rome,  who  was  known  by  the  different    manner  with  which  the 
name  cf  Studio,  from  his  patience  branches   fhoot  from  their  trunks, 
in    high    finifning,    is    which    he  as  well  as   by  their  different  foli- 
thought  th^  whole    excellence    of  age ;    and  the  weeds  in  the  fore- 
art  confifled;   fo  that  he  once  en-  ground    are    varied    in    the    fame 
deavoured,  as  he  faid,  to  reprefent  manner,    juft    as  much  as  variety 
every    individual    leaf   on  a  tree,  requires,    and    no    more.     When 
This   pi6\ure  I  never   faw,  but   I  Algerotti,  fpeaking    of   this    pic- 
am  very  fure  that  an   artift,   who  ture,  praifes  it  for  the  minute  dif- 
Jooked  only    at    the   general  cha-  criminations    of   the    leaves    and 
ra<Ser  of  the  fpecies,  the  order  of  plants,  even,    as    he    fays,  to  «x- 
the  branches,  and    the    maffes   of  cite  the  admiration  of  a   botaniit, 
the    foliage,   would  in  a  few  mi-  his   intention  was  undoubtedly  to 
nutes    produce    a    more    true   re-  give  praife  6ven  at  the  expence  of 
femblance     of     trees,     than    this  truth  ;    for  he  rouft  have  known, 
painter  in  as  many  months.  that  this  is  not  the  charader  of  the 
A    landfcape-painter    certainly  piflure  ;   but  connoiffeurs  will  al- 
ought  to  ftudy  anatomically   (if  I  ways   find    in    pidlures  what  they 
may  ufe  the  expreffion)  all  the  ob-  think  they  ought  to  find  ;  he  was 
jefts  which  he  paints ;   but  when  not  aware  that  he  was    giving    a 
he  is  to  turn  his  ftudies  to  ufe,  his  defcription  injurious  to  the  reputa- 
fkill,  as  a  man  of  genius,   will   be  tion  of  Titian, 
difplayed  in  fhewing  the   general         Such    accounts    may    be     very 
effeft,   preferving  the  fame  degree  hurtful  to  young  artifts,  who  never 
cf  hardnefs  and  ibfcnefs  as  the  ob-  have  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing 
jcdls  have  in  nature;    for    he  ap-  the  woik  defcribed  ;  and  they  may 
plies    himfelf  to  the  imagination,  poffibly    conclude,  that  this  great 
not    to    the    curiofity,    and  works  artill  acquired    the    name    of    the 
not  for  the  Virtuofo  or  the  Natu-  Divine    Titian    from  his  eminent 
ralin,  but  for  the  common  obferver  attention  to  fuch  trifling  circum- 
of    life    and     nature.     When     he     fiances,  which,    in  reality,  would 
knows    his    fubjedl,  he  will  know     not  rahe    him  above  the  level  of 
not   only    v.hat    to   defcribe,    but     the  moft  ordinary  painter, 
what  to  omit ;    and    this    fkill    in         We  may   extend    thefe  obferva- 
leaving  out,  in  al!  things,  is  a  great     tions  even  to  what  feems   to  have 
part  of  knowledge  and  uifJom.  but  a  fingle,  and  that  an   ind'vi- 
The  fame  excellence  of  manner     dual,    objeft.     The  excellence  of 
which  Tician  difplayed  in  hiflory     portrait-painting,  and  we  may  add 
or    portrait-painting,     is    equally     even    the    likenels,  the  character, 
confplcuo'Js     in     hi?     kndfcapes,     and    countenance,    as  I  have  ob- 
whether  they  are  profefTedly   fuch,     ferved  in   another  place,    depends' 
or  ferve   only    as    back  -  grounds,     more  upon  the   general   effed  ex- 
One  of  the  melt  eminent  of  this     bibited    by  the  painter,  than  the 
latter  kind  is  to  be  found  iq  the    exaft  e.xprcffion  of   the  peculiari- 
ties. 
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ties,  or  minute  dlfcriminations  of 
the  parts.  The  chief  attention  of 
the  artift  is  therefore  employed  in 
planting  the  features  in  their 
proper  places,  which  fo  much  con- 
tributes to  giving  the  effect  and 
true  impreffion  of  the  whole.  The 
very  peculiarities  may  be  reduced 
to  clafl'es  ?nd  general  defcriptions, 
and  there  are  therefore  Isrge  ideas 
to  be  found  even  in  this  contradcd 
fubje«!t.  He  may  afterwards  la 
bour  fingle  features  to  what  de- 
gree he  thinks  proper,  but  let  him 
not  forget  cont'nu<illy  to  examine, 
whether  in  finilhing  the  parts  he 
is  not  deltroying  the  general  effeft. 

It  were  certainly  a  thing  to  be 
wiflied,  that  all  excellence  were 
applied  to  iiluitrate  fubjedt.-  that 
were  intereuing  and  worthy  of 
being  commemorated  ;  whereas, 
of  hilf  the  pictures  that  are  in  the 
world,  the  fubjed  can  be  valued 
only  as  an  occafion  which  fets  the 
artill  to  work  ;  and  yet,  the  high 
value  we  f-t  on  fuch  pictures, 
without  confidering,  or  perhaps 
without  knowing  the  fubjedt,  fhews 
hew  much  cur  attention  ii  engaged 
by  the  art  alone. 

Perhaps  nothing  that  we  can  fay 
will  fo  clearly  (hew  the  advantage 
and  excellence  of  this  faculty,  as 
that  it  confers  the  charafter  of 
genius  on  works  that  pretend  to 
no  other  merit ;  in  which  is 
neither  exprelfion,  charader,  or 
dignity,  and  where  cone  are  in- 
terefted  in  the  fubjed.  We  can- 
not refufe  the  charader  of  genius 
to  the  marriage  of  Paulo  Veronefe, 
without  cppoling  the  general  fenfe 
of  mankind,  (great  authorities 
have  called  it  the  triumph  of 
painting)  or,  to  :he  altar  of  St. 
Augutline  at  Antwerp,  by  Ruten?, 
which   equally   delerves  the  fame 


title,  and  for  the  fame  reafoo. 
Neither  of  thofe  pidures  have  any 
interefting  flory  to  fupport  them. 
That  of  Paulo  Veronei'e  is  only  a 
repreientation  of  a  great  concourfe 
of  people  at  a  dinner ;  and  the 
fubjrd  of  Rubens,  H  it  may  be 
called  a  fuljed  wh<*re  nothing  is 
doing,  is  an  aflembly  of  various 
faints  that  lived  in  different  age.-. 
"1  he  whole  excellence  of  thofe 
pidures  confifts  in  mechanical  dex- 
terity, working  however  under  the 
influence  of  this  comprehenlive  fa- 
calty  which  I  have  fo  olten  men- 
tioned. 

It  is  by  thi>,  and  this  alone,  that 
the  mechanical  power  is  ennobled 
and  raifed  much  above  its  natural 
rank.  And  it  appears  to  me,  that 
with  propriety  it  acquire-,  this  cha- 
rader,  as  an  inllance  of  that  fu- 
periority  with  which  mind  predo- 
minates over  matter,  by  contrad- 
ing  into  one  whole  what  nature  has 
made  many. 

The  grjat  advantage  of  this 
idea  of  a  whole  is,  that  a  greater 
quantity  of  truth  may  be  faid  to 
be  contained  and  expre/led  in  a 
few  lines  or  touches*  than  in  the 
moft  laborious  nnilning  the  parts 
where  thi.-  is  not  regarded.  It  is 
upon  this  foundation  that  ir  ilands; 
and  the  juftncfs  of  the  obfervation 
would  be  confirmed  by  the  igno- 
rant in  art,  if  it  w^re  poflible  to 
take  their  opinions  unfiduced  by 
fome  falfe  idea  of  what  they  ima- 
gine they  ought  to  fee  ixi  a  piduic. 
As  it  is  an  art,  they  think  they 
ought  to  be  pleafed  in  proportion 
as  they  fee  that  art  ollentatioufly 
difplayed  ;  they  will,  from  this 
fuppoution,  prefer  neatnef.-,  high- 
finilhing,  and  gaudy  colouring, 
to  the  truth,  fimplicity,  and  unity 
of  nature,  i'erhaps  too,  the  to- 
tally 
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tally  ignorant  beholder,  like  the 
jgnoant  arcilr,  cannot  comprehend 
a  whole,  nor  even  what  it  means. 
But  if  falfe  notions  do  not  antici- 
pate their  perceptions,  they  who 
are  capable  of  obfervation,  and 
who,  pretending  to  no  fkill,  look 
only  ftrait  forward,  will  praife  and 
condemn  in  pioportion  as  the 
painter  has  fucceeded  in  the  ef- 
feft  of  the  whole.  Here  general 
fatisfa£lion  or  general  diflike, 
though  perhaps  defpifed  by  the 
painter  as  proceeding  from  the  ig- 
norance of  the  principles  of  art, 
yet  may  help  to  regulate  his  con- 
dud^,  and  bring  back  his  attention 
to  that  which  ought  to  be  his  prin- 
cipal object,  and  from  which  he  has 
deviated  for  the  fake  of  minuter 
beauties. 

An  inftance  of  this  right  judg- 
inent  1  once  faw  in  a  child,  in 
going  through  a  gallery  where 
there  were  many  portraits  of  the 
laft  age,  which,  though  neatly 
put  out  of  hand,  were  very  ill 
put  together.  The  child  paid  no 
attention  to  the  neat  finifhing,  or 
naturalnefs  of  any  bit  of  drapery, 
but  appeared  to  obferve  only  the 
ungracefulnefs  of  the  figures,  and 
put  herfelf  in  the  pofture  of  every 
figure  which  flie  faw  in  a  forced 
awkward  attitude.  The  cenfure 
of  nature,  uninformed,  fattened 
upon  the  greateft  fault  that  could 
be  in  a  pidlure,  becaufe  it  related 
to  the  charadter  and  management 
of  the  whole. 

1  fhould  be  forry,  if  v;hat  has 
been  faid  (hould  be  underftood  to 
have  any  tendency  to  encourage 
that  carelefTnefs  which  leaves  works 
|n  an  unfir.ifhed  ftate.  I  com- 
mend nothing  for  the  want  of  ex- 
aftnefs ;  I  mean  to  point  to  that 
kind  of  exaftnefs  which  is  the  belt. 


and   which  is  alone  truly  to  be  fa 
eileemt'd. 

So  far  is  my  difquifition  from 
giving  countenance  to  idlenefs, 
that  there  is  nothing  in  our  art 
which  enforces  fuch  continual  ex- 
ertion and  circumfpedion.  It  re- 
quires much  ftudy  and  much  prac- 
tice ;  it  requires  the  painter's 
'whole  attention;  whereas  the  parts 
may  be  finifhed  by  nice  touches, 
while  his  mind  is  engaged  on  other 
matters  ;  he  may  even  hear  a  play 
or  a  novel  read  without  much  dif- 
turbance.  The  artili,  u  ho  flatters 
his  own  indolence,  will  continually 
find  himfelf  evading  this  laborious 
attention,  and  applying  his  thoughts 
to  the  eafe  and  lazinefs  of  finifhing 
the  parts. 

No  ftork  can  be  too  much  finifb- 
ed,  provided  the  diligence  employ- 
ed be  diredled  to  its  proper  objeft ; 
but  I  have  obferved,  that  an  excef- 
five  labour  in  the  detail  has,  nine 
times  in  ten,  been  pernicious  to 
the  general  efFeft,  even  when  it 
has  been  the  work  of  great  maf- 
ters.  It  indicates  a  bad  choice, 
which  is  an  ill  fetting  out  in  any 
undertaking. 

To  give  a  right  direftion  to  your 
induUry  has  been  my  principal 
purpofe  in  this  difcourfe.  It  is 
this,  which  1  am  confident  often 
makes  the  difference  between  two 
(ludenis  of  equal  capacities,  and 
of  equal  induftry.  Whilft  the  one 
is  employing  his  labour  on  minute 
objefts  of  little  confequence,  the 
other  is  acquiring  the  art,  and  per- 
fedling  the  habit,  of  feeing  nature 
in  an  extenfive  view,  in  its  proper 
proportions,  and  its  due  fubordina- 
tion  of  parts. 

Before  1  conclude,  I  muft  make 
one  obfervation  fufiiciently  con- 
nefled  with'the  prefent  fubjedl. 

The 
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The    fame   extenfion   of  mind 
which  gives  the  excellence  of  ge- 
nius to  the  theory  and  mechanical 
praftice  of  the  art,  will  direft  him 
iikewife   in  the   method  of  ftudy, 
and  give  him  the  fuperiority  over 
thofe  who  narrowly  follow  a  more 
confined  track  of  partial  imitation. 
Whoever,    in    order   to   finifh  his 
education,  fhould   travel  to  Italy, 
and    fpend    his    whole  time  there 
only    in    copying    pictures,    mea- 
furing  ftatues  or  buildings,  (though 
thefe  things  are  not   to    be    neg- 
ledled)    would    return    with   little 
improvement.     He    that    imitates 
the  Iliad,  fays  Dr.   Young,  is  not 
imitating    Homer.     It    is   not  by 
laying  up  in  the   memory  the  par- 
ticular details  of  any  of  the  great 
works  of  art  that  any  man  becomes 
a  great  artift,  if  he  Hops  without 
making  himfelf  mailer  of  the  ge- 
neral   principles    on    which  thefe 
works  are  conduced.     If  he  even 
hopes   to  rival  thofe  whom  he  ad- 
mires, he  muft  confider  their  works 
as  the  means  of  teaching  him  the 
true  art  of  feeing  nature.     When 
this  is  acquired,  he  then  may  be 
faid    to    have    appropriated    their 
powers,  or  at  leaft  the  foundation 
of  their  powers,    to    himfelf;   the 
reft  muft  depend  upon  his  own  in- 
duftry  and  application.    The  great 
bufinefs  of  ftudy  is  to  form  a  mind, 
adapted  and  adequate  to  all  times 
and    all   cccafions,    to    which   all 
nature    is    then    laid    open,    and 
which   may  be  faid   to  poffefs  the 
key  of  her  inexhauftible  riches. 


Capt.  Inglefield'j  Narrative,  con- 
cerning the  lofs  of  his  Majefiy^s 
Ship  the  Centaur,  of  fe'veiity- 
four  Guns ;  and  the  miraculous 
Prefervation  of  tbt  Pinnace,  vjith 


the  Captain,  Mafler,  and  Ten  of 
the  Cre^iv,  in  a  Traver/e  of  near 
300  Leagues  on  the  great  Wejiern 
Ocean ;  ixjith  the  Names  of  the 
People  fa'ved. 

THE  Centaur  left  Jamaica 
in  rather  a  leaky  condi- 
tion, keeping  two  hand-pumps 
going,  and  when  it  blew  frefh, 
fometimes  a  fpell  with  a  chain- 
pump  was  neccffary.  But  I  had 
no  apprehenfion  that  the  ftiip  was 
not  able  to  encounter  a  common 
gale  of  wind. 

In  the  evening  of  the  i6th  of 
September,  when  the  fatal  gale 
canie  on,  the  ftiip  was  prepared  for 
the  worft  weather  ufually  met  with 
in  thofe  latitudes ;  the  main-fail 
was  reefed  and  fet,  the  top-gallant 
malts  ftruck,  and  the  mizen-yard 
lowered  down,  though  at  that  time 
it  did  not  blow  very  llrong.  To- 
wards midnight  it  blew  a  gale  of 
wind,  and  the  Ihip  made  fo  much 
water  that  1  was  obliged  to  turn 
all  hands  up  to  fpell  the  pumps. 
The  leak  ftill  increafing,  1  had 
thoughts  to  try  the  (hip  before 
the  fea.  Happy  I  ftiould  have 
been,  perhaps,  had  1  in  this  been 
determined.  The  impropriety  of 
leaving  the  convoy,  except  in  the 
laft  extremity,  and  the  hopes  of  the 
weather  growing  moderate,  weigh- 
-^  J  againlt  the  opinion  that  it  was 
right. 

About  two  in  the  morning  the 
wind  lulled,  and  we  flattered  our- 
felves  the  gale  was  breaking. 
Soon  after,  we  had  nuich  thunder 
and  lightning  from  the  6.  LC.  with 
rain,  when  u  began  to  blow  ftrong 
in  gulls  of  wind,  which  obliged 
me  to  haul  the  main-fail  up,  the 
fhip  being  then  under  bare  poles. 
This  was  fcarccly  done,  when   a 
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guft  of  wind,  exceeding  in  vio- 
lericc  everv  thing  of  the  kind  I 
had  ever  feen,  or  had  any  con- 
cepttor  of,  laid  che  (hip  upon  her 
beam  ends.  'l"he  water  forlook 
the  hold,  and  rppeared  between 
deckf.  To  as  to  fill  the  men's  ham- 
mocks to  leeward  :  the  fliip  l;iy 
niotionleis,  and,  to  all  appear- 
ance, irrecoverably  overfet.  I  he 
water  increaftng  faft,  forced  tlvo' 
the  cells  of  the  ports,  and  fcut- 
tled  in  the  ports,  from  the  prel- 
furc  of  the  ftiip.  1  gave  imme- 
diate direftions  to  cut  away  the 
main  and  mizen  mafts,  hoping, 
when  the  ftiip  righted,  to  wear 
her.  Tae  mizen-niail  went  lirfl: 
upon  cutting  one  or  two  lanyards 
without  the  Imaileft  effed  on  the 
fhip;  the  niain-maft  followed,  upon 
cutting  the  lanyard  of  one  {hroud  ; 
and  1  had  the  diiappointment  to 
iee  the  foremalt  and  bowfprit  fol- 
low. Tht?  fhip  upon  this  imn^.e- 
diately  lighted,  but  with  great 
violence  ;  and  the  motion  was  fo 
quick,  that  it  was  diflicult  for  the 
people  to  work  the  pumps.  Three 
guns  broke  loofe  upon  the  main 
deck,  and  it  v/as  fome  time  before 
ihey  were  fecored.  Several  men 
being  maimed  in  this  attempt, 
every  moveable  was  deiboyed,  ei- 
ther from  the  Hiot  thrmvn  loofe 
from  the  lockers,  or  the  wreck  of 
the  deck.  The  officers  who  hcs 
left  their  beds  (when  the  fhip 
overfet)  naked,  in  the  morning, 
had  not  an  article  of  clothes  to 
put  on,  nor  could  their  friet.ds 
fupply  then). 

The  mafL  had  not  been  over 
the  iide  ten  minutes,  before  I 
was  informed  the  tiller  had  broke 
fhort  in  the  rudder-head  ;  and  be- 
fore the  chocks  could  be  placed, 
tLe  rudder  itfelf  was    gone.—- — 


Thus  we  were  as  much  difaftcred 
as  it  was  poflible,  lying  at  the 
mercy  of  the  wind  and  Tea:  yet  1 
had  one  comfort,  that  the  pumps, 
if  any  thing,  reduced  the  water  in 
the  hold  ;  and  as  the  morning 
came  on,  (the  17th)  the  weather 
grew  more  moderate,  the  wind 
having  fhifted  in  the  gale  to 
N.  W. 

At  dny-Iight  I  faw  two  line-cf- 
battle  fhips  to  leeward  ^  one  had 
I0II:  her  foremall  and  bowfprit,  the 
other  her  mainmaft.  It  was  the 
general  opinion  on  board  the  Cen- 
taur, that  the  former  was  the  Ca- 
nada, the  other  the  Glorieux. 
The  Ramilies  was  not  in  fight, 
nor  more  than  fifteen  fail  of  mer- 
chant-fhips. 

About  feven  in  the  morning  I 
faw  another  line-of-battle  fliip  a- 
head  of  us,  which  I  focn  dillin- 
guifhed  to  be  the  Ville  de  Paris, 
with  all  her  mafls  Handing.  I 
immediately  gave  orders  to  make 
the  fignal  of  dirtrefs,  hoilHng  the 
enfign  on  the  Hump  of  the  mizen- 
malt,  union  downwards,  and  fir- 
ing one  of  the  forecalHe  guns. 
T  he  enfign  blew  away  foon  after 
it  was  hoifted,  and  it  was  the 
only  one  we  had  left  remain- 
ing ;  but  I  had  the  fatibfadion 
to  fee  the  Ville  de  Paris  wear  and 
Hand  towards  us.  Several  of  the 
merchant-fhips  alfo  approached 
us,  and  thofe  th3t  could,  hajled, 
and  oiiered  their  aililUnce  ;  but 
depending  upon  the  king's  fhip, 
I  only  thanked  them,  defiripg, 
if  they  joined  Adnnral  Graves, 
to  acquaint  him  cf  our  condition. 
I  had  not  the  fmallell  doubt  but 
the  ViHe  de  Paris  was  coming  to 
us,  as  (he  appeared  to  us  not  to 
have  fuft'ered  in  the  leail  by  the 
llorm,  and  havJtig  fcen  her  wear, 
8  we 
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we    knew   was  under  government 
of  her  helm  ;  at  this  time  alfo  it 
was    fo    moderate,   that  (he  mer- 
chantmen fet  their  top-fails,    but 
approaching     wiihin     two    miles, 
(he  pafled  us    to    windward;    this 
being  obferved  by  one  of  the  mer- 
chant Ihips,    (he    wore    and  came 
under  our  ftern,  offering  to  carry 
any  meflage  to  her.     I  defired  the 
mailer    would    acquaint    Captain 
Wi'.kinfon,  that  the  Centaur  had 
loft    her    rudder,    as    well    as  her 
roads,  that  Ihe  made  a  great  deal 
of  water,  and  that    I    defired    he 
would  remain  with  her,   until  tfee 
weather    grew    moderate.     I    faw 
this  merchantman  approach  after- 
wards, near  enough  to  fpeak  to  the 
Ville  de  Paris,  but    I    am    afraid 
that  her  condition  was  much  worle 
than  it  appeared  to  be,  as  flie  con- 
tinued   upon    that   tack.     .In    the 
mean    time    all    the  quarter-deck" 
guns  were  thrown  over-board,  and 
all  but  fix,  which  had   ove-iet,  of 
the   main-deck.     The  (hip    lying 
in  the  trough  of  the  fea,  laboured 
prodigioufly.     I   got   over  one  of 
the  fmall   anchors,  with   a   boom, 
and   feveral   gun-carriages, — veer- 
ed   out  from  the  head  c^oor  by  a 
large    baufcr    to    keep    the  ttt'iy's 
bow  to  the  fea;  but  this,  with  a 
top-gallant-fail  upon  the  flu-np  of 
the  mizen-mall,    had   not  the  de- 
fired efFedl. 

As  the  evening  came  on  it  grew 
hazy,  and  in  ujualls  blew  ftrono. 
We  loft  fight  of  the  Ville  de  Pins, 
but  thought  it  a  certainty  that  I 
(hould  lee  her  in  the  morning. 
The  night  was  pnfied  in  conftant 
labour  at  the  pumps.  Sometimes 
the  wind  lulled  ;  ihe  water  dirai- 
nilhed  ;  when  it  blew  ilrong  again, 
iht  fea  ri5ng,  the  Weier  again  in- 
creafcd. 


Towards  the  morning  of  the 
18th,  1  was  informed  there  was 
feven  feet  water  upon  the  Kelfon  ; 
that  one  of  the  winches  was  broke  ; 
that  the  two  fpares  ones  would  noc 
fit,  and  that  the  hand  pumps  were 
choaked.  'Wiefe  circumftances 
were  fufEciently  alarming ;  but 
upon  opening  the  after-hold,  to 
gee  fotne  rum  up  for  the  people, 
we  found  our  condition  much  more 
fo. 

It  will  be  necelTary  to  mention, 
that  the  Centaur's  after-hold  was 
inclofed    by   a    bulk-head    at   the 
aft'r  part  of  the  well;  here  were 
all  the  dry  provifions    and    (hip's 
rum  ftowed  upon  twenty  chaldron 
of  coals,   which  unfortunately  had 
been    ftartcd  in    this   part  of  the 
(hip,    and    by    them    the   pumps 
were    continually   choaked.     The 
chaio  pumps  were  fo  much  worn, 
as  to  be  of  little  ufe,  and  :he  lea- 
thers,  which,   had   the  well  been 
clear,    would   have   lafted    twenty 
days  or  more,   were  all  confumed 
in  eight.     At  this  time  it  was  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  water  had  not  a 
padage  to  the  well,   for  iere  there 
was   ib   much,    that   it   walhed  a- 
gainft    the    orlop   deck.     All    the 
rum,    twenty-fix    puncheons;     all 
the     proviiicns.    of    which     there 
wjre  two   months,   in  calks,  were 
ftove ;     having    floated    with    vio- 
lence,   frooi    iide    to     fide,    until 
there   wa.    nftt    a   whole   calk  re- 
manung  :     even    the     ftaves     that 
were     found     upon     clearing     the 
ho.d  were  moll  of  them    broke  in 
two  or  three  pieces.     lo  the  fore- 
hold  we  had   a  prcfpcH  of  pcrilji. 
ing:     Oiould    the    fti;p    f>v'im,    we 
had  no  water   but  what  remained 
in  the  ground  tier,   and  over   this 
all  tiie   wet    provifions    and    butts 
filled  with  fak-water  were  float- 
ing. 
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ing,  and  with  fo  much  motion,  that  I  had  fcarce  a  hope  fiie  could 
that  no  man  could  with  fafety  go  Avim  till  morning.  However,  by 
into  the  hold.  There  was  nothing  great  exertion  of  the  chain-pumps 
left  for  us  to  try,  but  bailing  with  and  bailing,  we  held  our  own,  buc 
buckets  at  the  fore-hatchway  and  our  fufFerings  for  want  of  water 
£fh  room ;  and  twelve  large  can-  were  very  great,  and  many  of  the 
vas  buckets  were  immediately  em-  people  could  not  be  rettrained 
ployed  at  each.  On  opening  the  from  drinking  falt-water. 
fi(h-room,  we  were  fo  fortunate  as  At  day-light,  the  19th,  there 
to  difcover  that  two  puncheons  of  was  no  veflel  in  fight ;  and  flalhes 
rum  which  belonged  to  me  had  from  guns  having  been  feen  ia 
efcaped.  They  were  immediately  the  night,  we  feared  the  (hip  we 
got  up,  and  ferved  out  at  times  had  feen  the  preceding  day  had 
in  drams;  and  had  it  not  been  foundered.  Towards  ten  o'clock, 
for  this  relief,  and  fome  lime-  forenoon,  the  weather  grew  more 
juice,  the  people  would  have  drop-  moderate,  the  water  diminiflied  in 
ped.  the    hold,    and     the    peeple   were 

We  foon  found  our  account  in  encouraged  to  redouble  their  efforts 
bailing  ;  the  fpare  pump  had  been  to  get  the  water  low  enough  to 
put  down  the  fore-hatchway,  and  break  a  caflc  of  frefh  water  out  of 
a  pump  fhlfted  to  the  fifti-room  ;  the  ground  tier  ;  and  fome  of  the 
but  the  motion  of  the  fhip  had  mofl:  refolute  of  the  feamen  were 
walhed  the  coals  {o  fmall,  that  employed  in  the  attempt.  Ac 
they  had  reached  every  part  of  the  noon  we  fucceeded  with  one  caflc, 
Ihip,  and  the  pumps  foon  choak-  which,  though  little,  was  a  fea- 
ed.  However,  the  water  by  noon  fonable  relief.  All  the  officers, 
had  confiderably  diminiflied  by  paffengers  and  boys,  who  were  not 
working  the  buckets;  but  there  of  the  profelllon  of  feamen,  had 
appeared  no  profpeft  of  faving  the  been  employed  thrumming  a  fail 
fhip  if  the  gale  continued.  The  which  was  pafied  under  the  fliip's 
labour  was  too  great  to  hold  out  bottom,  and  I  thought  had  fome 
without  water ;  yet  the  people  effe£l.  The  fhears  were  raifed  for 
worked  without  a  murmur,  and  the  foremaft ;  the  weather  looked 
indeed  with  chearfulnefs.  promifing,  and   the  fea  fell ;   and 

At  this  time  the  weather  was  at  night  we  were  able  to  relieve  at 
more  moderate,  and  a  couple  of  the  pumps  and  bailing,  every  two 
fpars  were  got  ready  for  fhears  to  hours.  By  the  morning,  the  2Cth, 
get  up  a  jury  foreman ;  but  as  the  fore-hold  was  cleared  of  the 
the  evening  came  on,  the  gale  water,  and  we  had  the  comfort- 
again  increafed.  We  had  feen  no-  able  promife  of  a  fine  day.  It 
thing  this  day,  but  the  fhip  who  proved  fo,  and  I  was  determined 
had  loft  her  main-mafl,  and  fhe  to  make  ufe  of  it  with  every  pofH- 
appeared  to  be  as  much  in  want  ble  exertion.  I  divided  the  fhip's 
of  afSftance  as  ourfelves,  having  company,  with  the  officers  attend- 
lired  guns  of  dlftrefs ;  and  before  ing  them,  into  parties  to  raife  the 
right  I  was  told  her  fore-malt  was  jury-foremaft;  to  heave  over-board 
gone.  the  lower-deck  guns  ;  to  clear  the 

The  Centaur  laboured  fo  muchj    wrecks  of  the  fore  and  after-holds  j 

to 
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to  prepare  the  machine  for  fleer- 
ing the  ftiip,  and  to  work  the 
pumps.  By  night,  the  afcer-bold 
was  as  clear  as  when  the  Hiip  was 
launched ;  for,  to  our  aftonifli- 
ment,  there  was  not  a  (hovel-full 
of  coals  remaining,  twenty  chal- 
dron having  been  pumped  out 
fince  the  commencement  of  the 
gale. — What  I  have  called  the 
wreck  of  the  hold,  was  the  bulk- 
heads of  the  after-hold,  filh-room, 
and  fpirit-rooms.  The  ftandards 
of  the  cock-pit,  an  immenfe 
quantity  of  ftaves  and  wood,  and 
part  of  the  lining  of  the  fhip,  were 
thrown  overboard,  that  if  the  wa- 
ter fhould  again  appear  in  the 
hold,  we  might  have  no  impedi- 
ment in  bailing.  All  the  guns 
were  overboaixi,  the  foremaft  fe- 
cured,  and  the  machine,  which 
was  to  be  fimilar  to  the  one  with 
which  the  Jpfwich  was  fleered,  was 
in  great  forwardnefs ;  fo  that  I 
was  in  hopes,  the  moderate  wea- 
ther continuing,  that  I  fhould  be 
able  to  fleer  the  fhip  by  noon  the 
following  day,  and  at  lead  fave 
the  people  on  fome  of  the  Wellern 
Iflands.  flad  we  had  any  other 
fhip  in  company  with  us,  I  fhould 
have  thought  it  my  duty  to  have 
quitted  the  Centaur  this  day. 

This  night  the  people  got  fome 
refl  by  relieving  the  watches  ;  but 
in  the  morning,  the  21ft,  we  had 
the  mortification  to  find,  that  the 
weather  again  threatened,  and  by 
noon  blew  a  ftorm.  The  fhip  la- 
boured greatly,  and  the  water  ap- 
peared in  the  fore  and  after-hold 
and  increafed.  The  carpenter  alio 
informed  me,  that  the  leathers 
were  nearly  confumed  ;  and  like- 
wife  that  the  chains  of  the  pumps, 
by  conflant  exertion,  and  the  fric- 


tion of  the  coals,  were  nearly  ren- 
dered ufelefs. 

As  we  had  now  no  other  re- 
fource  but  bailing,  I  gave  orders 
that  fcuttles  fhould  be  cut  through 
the  decks,  to  introduce  more 
buckets  into  the  hold  ;  and  all  the 
fail-makers  were  employed  night 
and  day  in  making  canvas  buckets : 
and  the  orlop  deck  having  fallen 
in  on  the  larboard  fide,  I  ordered 
the  fheet-cable  to  be  roufed  over- 
board. The  wind  at  this  time 
was  at  W.  and  being  on  the  lar- 
board tack,  many  fchemes  had 
been  praftifed  to  wear  the  fhip,  that 
we  might  drive  into  a  lefs  boiiterous 
latitude,  as  well  as  approach  the 
Wellern  Iflands  j  but  none  fuc- 
ceeded  :  and  having  a  weak  car- 
penter's crew,  they  were  hardly 
fufKcient  to  attend  the  pumps  ;  fo 
that  we  could  not  make  any  pro- 
grefs  with  the  fleering  machine. 
Another  fail  had  been  thrummed 
and  got  over,  but  we  did  not  find 
its  ufe;  indeed  there  was  no  pro- 
fpedl  but  in  a  change  of  weather. 
A  large  leak  had  been  difcovered, 
and  flopt,  in  the  fore-hold,  and 
another  in  the  lady's  hole,  but 
the  fhip  appeared  fo  weak  from 
her  labouring,  that  it  was  clear 
fhe  could  not  laft  long.  The  after- 
cockpit  had  fallen  in,  the  fore- 
cockpit  the  fame,  with  all  the 
flore-rooms  down ;  the  flern-pofl 
was  fo  loofe,  that  as  the  fhip  roll- 
ed, the  water  ruflied  in  on  either 
fide  in  great  flrearas,  which  we 
could  not  flop. 

Night  came  on  with  the  fame 
dreary  profpcd  as  on  the  preced- 
ing, and  was  pafTed  in  continual 
effort  and  labour.  —  Morning 
came,  the  zzd,  without  our  feeing 
any  thing,  or  any  change  of  wea- 
ther. 
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ther,  and  the  day  was  fpent  with 
the  fame  druggies  to  keep  the  fhip 
r.bove  water,  pumping  and  bail- 
ing at  the  hatchways  and  fcuttles. 
Towards  night  another  of  the 
chain  pumps  was  rendered  quite 
ufelefs,  by  one  of  the  rollers  be- 
ing diiplaced  at  the  bottom  of  the 
pump,  and  this  was  without  re- 
medy, there  being  too  much  wa- 
ter in  the  well  to  get  to  it  :  we 
ahb  had  but  fix  leaiherj  remain- 
ing, fo  that  the  fate  of  the  (hip 
was  not  far  ofF,  Still  the  labour 
went  on  without  any  apparent  def- 
pair,  every  officer  taking  his  ftiare 
of  it,  and  the  people  were  always 
chearful  Snd  obedient. 

During  the  night,  the  water 
increafed  ;  but  about  feven  in  the 
morning,  the  23d,  I  was  told  that 

an  unufual  quantity  of  water  ap- 
peared all  at  once  in  the  fore- 
hold,  which,  upon  my  going  for- 
ward to  be  convinced,  1  found  but 

100  true  ;   the  Itowage  of  the  hold 

ground- tier  was  all   in    motion,  lb 

that  in   a  (hort  time  there  was  not 

a    whole    ca(k    to    be    feen.     We 

were  convinced  the  Qiip  had  fprung 

a    frefh    leak.     Another    fail    had 

been  thrumming  all  night,  and  I 

was    giving    diredlions  to  place  it 

over   the  bows,   when  I  perceived 

the   fliip   fettling  by  the  htad,  the 

lower  deck   bow-ports   being  even 

with  the  water. 

At    this    period    the    carpenter 

acquainted   me   the  well  w-s  Itove 

in,  deftroyed  by  the  wreck   of  the 

hold,    and    the    chain   pumpi  dif- 

placed,  and  totally  uieiels.     There 


was  nothing  left  but  to  redouble 
our  efforts  in  bailing,  but  it  be- 
came difficult  to  fill  the  buckets, 
from  the  quantity  of  Haves,  planks, 
anci»oj[-ltocks,  ana  yard-arra  pieces 


which  were  now  wafhed  from  the 
wings,  and  floating  from  fide  to 
fide  with  the  motion  of  the  fhip. 
The  people,  who,  till  this  pe- 
riod, bad  laboured  as  determined 
to  conquer  their  difficulties  with- 
out a  murmur  or  without  a  tear, 
feeing  their  efforts  ufelefs,  many 
of  them  burft  into  tears,  and  wepc 
like  children. 

I  gave  orders  for  the  anchors, 
of  which  we  had  two  remaining, 
to  be  thrown  overboard,  one  of 
which  (the  fpare  anchor)  had 
been  mofl  furprifingly  hove  in 
upon  the  fore-caltle  and  mid-fhips, 
when  the  fhip  had  been  upon  her 
beam-ends,  and  gone  through  the 
deck. 

Every  time  that  I  vifited  the 
hatch -way  I  obferved  the  water 
increafed,  and  at  noon  it  wafhed 
even  with  the  orlop  deck.  The 
carpenter  afl'ured  me  the  fhip  could 
not  fwim  long,  and  propofed  mak- 
ing rafts  to  float  the  Ihip's  com- 
pany, whom  it  was  not  in  my  pow- 
er to  encourage  any  longer  with  a 
profpeil  of  their  fafecy.  Some 
appeared  perfeftly  refigned,  went 
to  their  hammocks,  and  delired. 
their  mefTmates  to  lafh  them  in  ; 
others  were  lufhing  themfelves  to 
gratings  and  fmall  rafts  ;  but  the 
moll  predominant  idea  was,  that 
of  putting  on  their  bell  and  clean- 
ell  clothes. 

The  weather  about  noon  had 
been  fomething  moderate,  and  as 
rafts  had  been  mentioned  by  the 
carpenter,  I  thought  it  right  to 
make  the  attempt,  though  1  knew 
our  booms  could  not  float  tialf  the 
fhip's  company  in  fine  weather, 
but  we  were  in  a  fituation  to  catch 
at  a  llraw  ;  1  theret'ore  called  the 
fhip's  cempany  together,  told  them. 

my 
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my  intention,  recommending  to 
them  to  remain  regular  and  obe- 
**  dient  to  their  officers.  Prepara- 
tions weie  immediately  made  to 
this  purpofe;  the  booms  were 
cleared  ;  the  boats,  of  which  we 
had  three,  viz.  cutier,  pinnace, 
and  five- oared  yawl,  were  got 
over  the  fide;  a  bag  of  bread  was 
ordered  to  be  put  in  each,  and 
any  liquors  that  could  be  got  at, 
for  the  purpofe  of  fupplying  the 
rafts ;  I  had  intended  myfelf  to  go 
in  CO  the  five-oared  yawl,  and  the 
coxfwain  was  defircd  to  get  any 
thing  from  my  ileward  thac  might 
be  ufefuK  Two  men,  captains  of 
tops,  of  the  forecaftle,  or  quarter- 
mailers,  were  placed  in  each  of 
them,  to  prevent  any  man  from 
forcing  the  boats,  or  getting  into 
them,  until  an  arrangement  was 
made.  While  thefe  preparations 
were  making,  the  fhiip  was  gra- 
dually finking,  the  orlop  decks 
having  been  blown  up  by  the  water 
in  the  hold,  and  the  cables  floated 
to  the  gun- deck.  The  men  had 
for  fome  time  quitted  their  em- 
ployment of  bailing,  and  the  (hip 
was  lefc  to  her  face. 

In  the  afternoon  the  weather 
again  threatened,  and  in  fqualls 
blew  Urong  ;  the  fea  ran  high, 
and  one  of  the  boats,  the  yawl, 
ftove  along  fide  and  funk.  As  the 
evening  approached,  the  (hip  ap- 
peared little  more  than  fufpended 
in  water.  There  was  no  certainty 
that  fhe  would  Avim  from  one  mi- 
nute to  another ;  and  the  love  of 
life,  which  I  believe  never  fhewed 
itfelf  later  in  the  approach  to 
death,  began  now  to  level  all  di- 
llindions.  It  was  impollible  in- 
deed for  any  man  to  deceive  him- 
felf  with  a  hope  of  being  faved 
upon  a  raft  in  luch  a  fea;  befides, 
ihat  the    lliip  in  finlwing,    it  was 


probable,  would  carry  every  thing 
down  with  her  in  a  vortex,  to  a 
certain  diftance. 

It  was  near  five  o'clock,  whea 
coming  from  my  cabin  I  obferved 
a  number  of  people  looking  very 
anxioufly  over  the  fide  ;  and  look- 
ing myfelf,  I  faw  that  feveral  men 
had  forced  the  pinnace,  and  that 
more  were  attempting  to  get  in. 
I  had  immediate  thoughts  of  fe- 
curing  this  boat  before  (he  might 
be  funk  by  numbers.  There  ap- 
peared not  more  than  a  moment 
for  confideracion ;  to  remain  and 
perilh  with  the  (hip's  company, 
whom  I  could  not  be  any  longer 
of  ufe  to,  or  feize  the  opporrun: ty 
which  feemed  the  only  v/ay  of 
efcaping,  and  leave  the  people 
who  I  had  been  fo  well  fatisfied 
with  on  a  variety  of  occafions,  that 
I  thought  I  could  give  my  life  to 
preferve  them — This  indeed  was 
a  painful  conflid,  and  which  I 
believe  no  man  can  defcribe,  nor 
any  man  have  a  jull  idea  of,  who 
has  not  been  in  a  fimilar  fitua- 
tion. 

The  love  of  life  prevailed. —  I 
called  to  Mr.  Rainy,  the  maiier, 
the  only  ofiicer  upon  deck,  defired 
him  to  follow  me,  and  imme- 
diately  defcended  into  the  boat, 
at  the  after-part  of  che  chains,  but 
not  without  great  difficulty  got 
the  boat  clear  from  the  (hip,  twice 
the  number  that  the  boat  would 
carry  pufhing  to  get  in,  and  many 
jumping  into  the  water.  Mr. 
Baylis,  a  young  gentleman  nfceea 
years  of  age,  leaped  from  the 
chains  after  the  bost  had  get  off, 
and  was  taken  in.  The  bo-it  fall- 
ing aftern,  became  eicp&fc'd  to  the 
fea,  and  we  endeavoured  to  pull 
her  bow  round  to  keep  her  to  the 
break  of  the  fea,  and  to  pafs  to 
windward  of  the  fnip  ;  but  in  ih« 
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attempt  fne  was  nearlv  filled  ;  the 
fca  ran  too  high,  and  the  only  pro- 
bability of  living  was  keeping  her 
before  the  wind. 

It  was  then  that  I  became  fenfi- 
ble  how  little,  if  any  thing,  bet- 
ter our  condition  was  than  that  of 
thcfe  who  remained  in  the  fhip  ; 
at  bed,  it  appeared   to  be  only  a 
prolon^jation  of  a   miferable  exift- 
ence.  We  were  all  together  twelve 
in  number,  in  a  leaky  boat,  with 
one  of   the   gun-whales    ftove,  in 
nearly  the  middle  of  the  Wellern 
Ocean,  without  compafs,  without 
.quadrant,    without     fail,    without 
great  coat  or  c-Joak  ;  all  very  thin- 
ly   cloathed,    in    a  gale  of    wind, 
with  a  great  Tea  running  ! — It  was 
now    five    o'clock    in    the    even- 
ing, and  in  half  an  hour  we  loft 
Tight  of  the  ihip,     Before  it  was 
dark,  a  blanket  was  difcovered  in 
the  boat.     Tin's  was  immediately 
bent  to  one  of  the  itretchers,  and 
under  it  as  a  fail  we  fcudded  all 
night,    in    expeflation    of    being 
fwallowed    up   by  every  wave,    it 
being  with  great  difficulty  that  we 
could   fometim,es  clear  the  boat  of 
the  water  before  the  return  of  the 
next    great    fea;    all    of    us    half 
drowned,  and  fitting,  except  thofe 
who  bailed,  at  the  bottom  of  the 
boat  :    and   without  having  really 
perlflied,  I  am  fure  no  people  ever 
endured   more.      In    the  morning 
the  weather   grew  moderate,    tha 
wind   having  fnifted  to  the  fouth- 
ward,    as    we    difcovered    by    the 
fun.  .  Having  furvivcd  the  night, 
we    began     to    recoil c<^  curfclves, 
and   think    of   our    future  prefer- 
vation. 

When  we  quitted  the  fliip,  the 

wind  was  at  N.  V,'.  or  N.  N.  W, 

Fayall  had  bore  E.  S.  5.    250  or 

260  leagues.     Had  the  wind  con- 

8 


tinued  for  five  or  fix  day?,  th«re 
was  a  probability  that  running 
before  the  fca  we  might  hnve  fall- 
en in  with  fome  one  of  the  Weftern 
IHands.  The  change  of  wind  was 
death  to  thcfe  hopes ;  for  fliould 
it  come  to  blow,  we  knew  there 
would  be  no  preferving  life  but 
by  running  before  the  Tea,  which 
would  carry  us  again  to  the  north- 
ward, where  we  muft  foon  after- 
wards peiifn. 

Upon  examining  w'hat  we  had 
to  fubfift  on,    I    found    a   bag  of 
bread,    a    fmall     ham,     a     fingle 
piece  of  pork,    two  quart  bottles 
of  water,    and    a    few  of   French 
cordials.     The  wind  continued  to 
the  fouthward    for    eight  or  nine 
days,     and     providentially     never 
blew  fo  ftrong  but  that  we  could 
keep  the  fide  of    the  boat  to  the 
fea,  but  we  were  always  moll  mi- 
ferably  wet  and  cold.      We  kept 
a  fort  of   a    reckoning,    but    the 
fun  and  liars  being  foaieticies  hid 
from    us    for    twenty-four    hours, 
we  had  no  very  good  opinion  of 
our    navigation.       We   judged  at 
this    period,    that  we    had    made 
nearly   an   E.  N.  E.   courfe,  fince 
the  iirfl;    night's    run    (which  had 
carried  us  to  the  S.  E.)  and  ex- 
pec'led  to  fee  the  ifland  of  Corvo. 
in   this,  however,  we  were  dilap- 
pointed,   and  we  feared    that   the 
foutherly  wind   had  driven   us  far 
to  the  northward.      Our    prayers 
were  now  for    a    northerly  wind. 
Our  condition  began  to  be  truly 
miferable,  both  from  hunger  and 
cold  ;   for  on  the  fifth  day  we  had 
difcovered     that    our     bread    was 
nearly  all    fpoiled    by  fait  water, 
and  it  was  neceflary  to  go  to  an 
allowance.      One  bifcuit,    divided 
into  12  morfeis,  for  breakfall,  and 
the  fanje  for  dinner  ;  the  neck  of 
a  bottle 
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a  bottle  broke  off,  with  the  cork 
in,  fcrved  for  a  glaf-,  and  this 
filled  with  water  was  the  allowance 
for  twenty-four  houra  for  each 
man.  This  was  done  without  any 
fort  of  partiality  or  dilliniflion  : 
but  we  muft  have  perifhed  ere 
this,  had  we  not  caught  fix  quarts 
of  rain  water  ;  and  this  we  could 
not  have  been  bleffed  with,  had 
we  not  found  in  the  boat  a  pair 
of  ftieets,  which  by  accident  had 
been  put  there.  Thefe  were  fpread 
when  it  rained,  and  when  tho- 
roughly wet,  wrung  into  the  kidd 
with  which  we  bailed  the  bo.it. 
With  this  (hort  allowance,  which 
was  rather  tantalizing  than  fullain- 
ing,  in  our  comfortlefs  condition, 
we  began  to  grow  very  feeble,  and 
our  clothes  being  continually  wet, 
our  bodies  were  in  many  places 
chafed  into  fores. 

On  the  13th  day  it  fell  calm, 
and  foon  after  a  breeze  of  wind 
fprang  up  from  the  N.  N.  W.  and 
blew  to  a  gale,  fo  that  we  ran  be- 
fore the  fea  at  the  rat«  of  five  or 
fiK  miles  an  hour  under  our  blan- 
ket, til!  we  judged  we  were  to  the 
fouthward  of  Fayall,  and  to  the 
weftward  6g  leagues;  but  blowing 
llrong,  we  could  not  attempt  to 
Iteer  for  it.  Our  wifiies  were  novv 
fvjr  the  wind  to  fi;ift  to  the  well- 
ward.  This  was  the  fifteenth  day 
we  had  been  in  the  boat,  and  we 
had  only  one  day's  bread,  and  one 
bottle  of  water  remaining*  of  a  fe- 
cond  fupply  of  rain.  Our  fulfer- 
ings  were  now  as  great  as  human 
ftrength  could  bear,  b'Jt  we  were 
convinced  that  good  fpirlts  were  a 
better  fupport  than  great  bodily 
Urength;  for  on  this  dny  Thomas 
Matthews,  quarter  -  mailer,  the 
ftcuteft  man  in  the  boat,  pcrifhed 


from  hunger  and  cold  ;  on  the 
day  before  he  had  complained  of 
want  of  (trength  in  his  throat,  as 
he  exprefl'ed  it,  to  fwallow  his 
morfel,  aod  in  the  night  drank 
falt-water,  grew  delirious,  and 
died  without  a  groan.  As  it  be- 
came next  to  a  certainty  that  we 
(hould  all  perifli  in  the  fame  man- 
ner in  a  day  or  two,  it  was  fome- 
what  comfortable  to  refled,  that 
dying  of  hunger  was  not  fo  dread- 
ful as  our  imaginations  had  repre- 
fented.  Others  had  complained 
of  the  fymptoms  in  their  throats; 
fome  had  drank  their  own  urine; 
and  all,  but  myfelf,  had  drank 
falt-water. 

As  yet  defpair  and  gloom  had 
been  fuccefsfully  prohibited,  and 
as  the  evenings  dofed  in,  the  men 
had  been  encouraged  by  turns  to 
fing  a  fong,  or  relate  a  ftory,  in- 
llead  of  a  fupper:  but  this  even- 
ing I  found  it  impoflible  to  raife 
either.  As  the  night  came  on  it 
fell  calm,  and  about  midnight  a 
breeze  of  wind  fprang  up,  we 
gu^ficd  from  the  weftward  by  the 
fweli,  but  there  not  beirg  a  ftur 
to  be  feen,  we  were  afraid  of  run- 
ning out  of  our  way,  and  waited 
impatiently  for  the  iihng  fun  to 
be  our  compafs. 

As  fooii  a^  the  dawn  appeared, 
we  found  the  wind  to  be  ex,i<ft;y 
as  we  had  wifhed,  at  W.  S.  V.'. 
and  immediately  fpread  our  fail, 
numing  before  the  fea  at  the  rate 
of  four  miles  an  hour.  Ojt  lai'^ 
hreaktall  had  been  ferved  witli  the 
bread  and  water  remaining,  when 
John  Gregory,  quarter  -  mnftcr, 
declared  with  much  cnntiJence  tha: 
he  faw  the  land  in  the  S.  E.  We 
had  feen  fog  banks  fo  often,  which 
had  the  appearance  of  land,  that 

I'd   z  I  d^d 
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I  did  not  truft  myfelf  to  believe 
ir,  and  cautioned  the  people  (who 
were  extravagantly  elated)  that 
they  might  not  feel  the  eft'efls  of 
difappoinimcnt  ;  *till  at  length 
one  of  them  broke  out  into  a  mod 
immoderate  fwearing  fit  of  joy, 
which  I  could  not  rcflrain,  and 
declared  he  had  never  feen  land  in 
his  life  if  what  he  now  faw  was 
not  it. 

We  immediately  fhaped  our 
courfe  for  it,  though  on  my  part 
with  very  liale  faith.  The  wind 
frefhened  ;  the  boat  went  through 
the  water  at  the  rate  of  five  or  lix 
miles  an  hour  ;  and  in  two  hours 
time  the  land  was  plainly  feen  by 
every  man  in  the  boat,  but  at  a 
very  great  diftance;  fo  that  we 
did  not  reach  it  before  ten  at 
right.  It  muft  have  been  at  ieall 
twenty  leagues  from  us  when  firft 
difcovered;  and  I  cannot  help  re- 
marking, with  much  thankfulnefs, 
on  the  providential  favour  fhewn 
to  us  in   this  inltance. 

In  every  part  of  the  horizon, 
except  where  the  land  was  difco- 
vered, there  was  fo  thick  a  haze 
that  we  could  not  have  feen  any 
thing  for  more  than  three  or  four 
leagues.  Fayall  by  our  reckon- 
ing bore  E.  by  N.  which  courfe 
we  were  (leering,  and  in  a  few 
hours,  had  rot  the  flcy  opened 
for  our  prefervation,  we  (hould 
have  increafed  our  dillance  from 
the  land,  got  to  tne  eaftvvard,  and 
of  courfe  miffed  ail  the  iOands. 
As  we  approached  the  land,  our 
belief  had  ftrengthened  that  it 
was  Fayall.  The  ifland  of  Pico, 
which  might  have  revealed  it  to 
us,  had  the  weather  been  perfedlly 
clear,  was  at  this  time  capped 
with  clouds;  and  it  was  fome  time 


before  we  were  quite  fatisfied, 
having  traverfed  for  two  hours  a 
great  part  of  the  ifland,  where  the 
lleep  and  rocky  fhore  refufed  us  a 
landing.  This  circumllance  was 
borne  with  much  impatience,  for 
we  had  flattered  ourfelves  that  we 
fhould  meet  with  frefli  water  at 
the  firll  part  of  the  land  we  might 
approach ;  and  being  difappoint- 
ed,  the  thiril  of  fome  had  increaf- 
ed anxiety  almoft  to  a  degree  of 
madnefs ;  fo  that  we  were  near 
making  the  attempt  to  land  in 
fome  places  where  the  boat  muit 
have  been  daOied  to  pieces  by  the 
furf.  At  length  we  difcovered  a 
fifliing  canoe,  which  conducted  us 
into  the  road  of  Fayall  about  mid- 
night ;  but  where  the  regulation 
of  the  port  did  not  permit  us  to 
land  'till  examined  by  the  health- 
officers:  however  I  did  not  think 
much  of  fleeping  this  night  in  the 
boat,  our  pilot  having  brought  us 
fome  refrelhments  of  bread,  wine, 
and  water.  In  the  morning  we 
were  vifited  by  Mr.  Graham,  the 
Engliih  conful,  whofe  humane  at- 
tention made  very  ample  amends 
for  the  formality  of  the  Portuguefe. 
Indeed  I  can  never  fufficiently  ex- 
prefs  the  fenfe  1  have  of  his  kind- 
nefs  and  humanity,  both  to  my- 
felf and  people;  for  I  believe  it 
Was  the  whole  of  his  employment 
for  feveral  days  contriving  the  beft 
means  of  refloring  us  to  health 
and  ftrength.  It  is  true,  I  be- 
lieye  there  never  were  more  pi- 
tiable objedts.  Some  of  the  ftout- 
efl:  men  belonging  to  the  Centaur 
were  obliged  to  be  fupported 
through  the  llreets  of  Fayall.  Mr. 
Rainy,  the  matter,  and  myfelf. 
were,  I  think,  in  better  health, 
than  the   rellj    but   I   could  not 

walk 
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walk  without  being  fupported  ; 
and  for  feveral  days,  with  the 
bell  and  moll  comfortable  provi- 
fions    of    diet    and    lodging,    we 


grew 
ter*. 


Fayall,  13th 
OctohtT,  1782. 


rather     worfe     than     bet- 
J.  N.  Inglefield. 


On 


*  Names  of  the  Officers  ami  Men  ivho  -ivere  faved  in  the  Pinnace. 


SLumen. 


Captain  Inglefield. 

Mr.  Thomas  Rainy,  Mafter. 

Mr.  Robert  Bayles,  Midlhipman. 

Mr.  James  Clark,  Surgeon's  M.ite. 

Timothy  Sullivan,  Captain's  Coxfvvain. 

John  Gregory,  Qnaricr-Maller. 

Thomas  Mattlievvs,  Quarler-Mafter,   died  in  the  boat,  the  day  before  th'jy  fa-.r 
land. 


Charles  M'Carty, 
Charles  Fliim, 

Gallohar, 

Theodore  Hutchins, 
Thomas  Stevenfon, 


Names  of  the  Officers  left  in  the  Ship,  and fuppofed  to  have perijhed: 

John  Jordan,         i  •% 

Treleven,     2  I 

George  Lindfay,    3  > Lieutenants. 


4  I 


MelTrs 


rDobfon,     '\ 

Warden,      I 

I  H.y,  1 

j  Everhart,     1 
J  Minlhaw,    I  Males 
^  Samplon,     f       flii 

Lindl'ay, 

Chalmers, 

Thomas, 
^Young,      _ 


and  Mid^ 
pm:n. 


Scott, 

Breton, 

John  Bell,  Captain  of  Marines. 
Tiiomas  Hunter,  Purfer.    « 

Williamfon,  Surgeon. 

Thomas  Wood,  Boatfwain. 
Charles  Penlarlck,  Gunner, 
Allan  WoodrifF,  Carpenter. 

Correti  Copy  of  the  Court  Martial  held  on  Captain  Inglefield. 

At  a  Court  Martial  aiTembled,  and  held  on  board  his  Majefty's  fliip  the  War- 

Ipite,  in  Portfrnouth  Harbour,  on  Saturday  the  25th  day  of  January,  1783. 

PRESENT, 

Commodore  William  Hotham,  fecond  officer  in  the  command  of  his  M:.jclly"s 
Ihips  and  vellels,  at  Portlmouth  and  Spitliead,  Prelident. 

CAPTAINS, 

J.  Holloway.  S.  Marfhall. 

J.  T.  Duckworth.         S.  W.  Claylcn. 

J.  Faulkner.  C.  Coliingwood. 

Hon.  P.  Bertie.  Hon.  J.  Lutdcll. 

The  Court,  in  purfuance  of  an  oriler  from  the  Commillioners  for  executing 
the  office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great  Briuiin  and  Ireland,  &c.  dated  the 
2 111  of  the  fame  month,  for  the  enquiry  into  the  caufe  and  circumftanccs  of 
the  lois  of  his  Majclly's  late  ihip  CeiUaur,  by  feveral  very  heavy  gales  of  wind, 
and  for  the  trial  of  Captain  John  Inglefield,  her  commander,  and  the  officers 
and  company  who  belonged  to  her,  at  the  time  (he  was  left  finking,  on  the  2+-!i 
ot  September  lalt,  in  lat.  48  deg.  33  min.  and  longitude  43  deg.  20  niin.  foj- 
their  cunJud  upon  t!\at  occafion,  having  y)rocte<lcd  to  enquire  into  the  canll-  anj 
circumilances  of  his  Majeily's  faid  latp  (hip  the  Ceniaui,  and  to  try  tlie  fiiiil 
Captain  Inglefield,  and  the  officers  and  people  who  belonged  to  her,  at  the  time 

M  3  .  (he 


J.  Elphinfton. 
T.  Fitz'ier!)ert. 
Hon.  \V.  Cornvvallis. 
S.  Reeve. 
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Ofr  Cruelty  to  inferior  Animals  : 
DiSQUlsiTiON  II.  from  Dil- 
quilinons  on  I'everal  Subjeds, 

T\,TAN  is  that  link  of  the  chain 
IV i.  *^^  univeffal  exigence,  by 
which  fpiriiual  and  corporeal  be- 
ings «re  united:  as  the  numbers 
and  var  ety  of  the  latter  his  infe- 
riors.are  almod  infinite,  fo  pro- 
bably are  thole  cf  the  former  his 
fuperiors ;  and  as  we  Ice  that  the 
lives  and  happinefs  of  thole  be- 
low us  are  dependent  on  our  wills, 
we  may  reafonably  conclude,  that 
our  lives,  and  J^appincfs  are  equal- 
ly dependent  on  the  wills  of  ihofe 
above  us;  accountable,  like  cur- 
felves,  for  the  nfe  of  this  power, 
to  the  fupreme  Creator,  and  go- 
vernor pf  all  thing!--.  Should  this 
analogy  be  well  founded,  how  cri- 
minal will  our  account  appear, 
when  laid  before  that  juil  and  im- 
partial judge  !  How  will  ma;i,  that 
fanguinary  tyrant,  be  able  to  ex- 
tufe  himielf  from  the  ch.irge  of 
ihofe  innumerable  cruelties  inriic- 
led  on  his  unoffending  fubjecis 
committed  to  his  care,  JormeU  lor 
his  benefit,  and  placed   under  his 


authority  by  their  common  Father? 
whofe  mercy  is  over  all  his  works, 
and  who  expects  that  this  authority 
fhouid  be  exercifed  not  only  with 
tendernefs  and  mercy,  but  in  con- 
formity to  the  laws  of  juftice  and 
gratitude. 

But  to  what  horrid  deviations 
from  thefe  benevolent  intentions 
are  we  daily  witiiefies !  No  fmall 
part  of  mankind  derive  their  chief 
amufements  from  the  deaths  and 
fufFerings  of  inferior  animals  ;  a 
much  greater,  confider  them  only 
as  engines  of  wood,  or  iron,  ufe- 
ful  in  their  fcveral  occupations. 
The  carman  diives  his  horfe,  and 
the  carpenter  his  nail,  by  repeat- 
ed blcwi  ;  and  fj  long  as  thefe 
produce  the  defired  elreifl,  and 
they  both  go,  they  neither  reflect 
or  care  whether  either  of  them  have 
any  fenfe  of  feeling.  The  butcher 
knocks  down  the  llately  ox  with 
no  more  couipalfion  than  the  black- 
fmith  hammers  a  horfe-fhoe;  and 
plunges  his  knife  into  the  throat 
of  the  innocent  lamb,  with  as 
little  reluiTtance  as  the  taylor  filcks 
his  needle  into  the  collar  of  a 
coat. 


fhe  was  fo  left  as  above-mentioned.,  for  their  condi:6^  upon  that  cccafion  accord 
jngly;  and  having  lieard  tl.e  Nairativc  cf  the  faid  Cay.tiiin  Inglefield,  and  ex- 
amined tlie  oflicers  and  n.en  preient,  and  maturely  and  deliberately  confidered 
the  whole,  is  of  opinion,  thr.t  the  ikid  Captain  John  Inglciitid  acquitted  hmi- 
ll-lf  as  a  coo],  relblute,  and  experienced  ofhcer,  and  was  well  fupported  by  his 
cfiicers  and  fliip's  compajiy,  their  united  exertions  appearing  to  have  been  lb 
great  and  manl)',  as  to  reftefl  d-.e  higlielt  honour  upon  the  whole,  and  to  leave  the 
deepelt  Iniprefiion  on  the  minJs  of  this  court,  that  more  could  not  poflibly  iiave 
been  done,  to  preiei-ve  his  Majefty's  late  fiiip  the  Centaur,  from  her  n.els.ncholy 
fate;  the  court  doth  tlierefoie  adjudge,  that  the  laid  Captyin  John  Inglefieid,  his 
officers,  and  comp.iny,  be  acquitted  of  ail  blame,  on  accoiuit  of  the  lol's  of  his 
Majefty's  laid  late  lliip  Centaur,  and  they  are  hereby  acquitted  accoi diiigly. 

W.  Hotham.  W.  Cornwallis.  J.  Hoiioway. 

J.  Eiphinfton.  S.  Marshall.  C    Coiiingwood. 

J.  Faulkner.  S.  Reeve.  J.  T.  Dr.ckworth. 

T.  Fiuhtibert.  S.  W.  Clayton.  J.  Lutuell. 

R.  Beitie. 
'      '  W.  A.  Btltefvvorth,  Jtidge  Advocate  on  the  occallon. 

If 
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IF  there    are  fome    few,    who, 
formed    in    a    fofter  mould,  view 
with  pity  the  fuffcring:>  of    thefe 
defenceitfs     creatures,      there     is 
fcarce  one  who  entertains  the  leall 
idea,   that  jullice  or  gratitude  can 
be  due  to  their  merits,    or    their 
fervices.     The  fecial  and    friendly 
do^    is    hanged  without  remorfe, 
if,   by  barking  in   defence  of    his 
mailer's  perfon  and  property,    he 
happens    unknowingly  to    dillurb 
his  re(i :   the  generous  horic,  who 
has  carried  his  ungrateful   mailer 
for    many    years    with    eafc,    and 
fafety,  worn  out  with  age  and  in- 
firmities contrafted  in  his  fervice, 
is   by  him  condemned  to  end   his 
roiferabledays  in  aduft-carf,  where 
the  more  he  exerts    his    little  re- 
mains of    fpirit,    the    more  he  is 
whipped,  to  fave  his  ftupid  driver 
the  trouble  of  whipping  fome  other, 
lefs  obedient   to  the  lafh.     Some- 
times,   having    been     taught    the 
pradlice   of    many  unnatural    and 
ofelcfs  feats  in  a  riding-houfe,   he 
is  at  lad  turned  out,  and  confign- 
ed  to  the  dominion  of  a  hackney- 
coachman,    by  whom  he  is   every 
day  correclcd  for  performing  thofe 
tricks,  which  he  has  learned   un- 
der fo  long  and  fevere  a  dilciplinc. 
The  fluggifh    bear,  in  contradic- 
tion to   his    nature,    is  taught  to 
dance,  for  the  diverfion  of  a  ma- 
lignant mob,    by  placing  red-hot 
irons  under  his  feet:   and  the  ma- 
j'iflic    bull    is    tortured    by  every 
jTiode,    which  malice    can  invent, 
for  no  olfence,  but  that  he  is  gen- 
tle,   and    unwilling    to    aflail  his 
diabolical     tormentors.        Thefe, 
with    innumerable    other    atfls    of 
cruelty,  injuliice,  and  ingratitude, 
are  every  day  committed,  not  only 
with  impunity,  but  without  cen- 
fure,    and  even  without  obferva- 


tion  ;  but  we  may  be  affured,  that 
they  cannot  finnliy  pafs  away  un- 
noticed, and  unretalinted. 

The  laws  of  felf-defence  un- 
doubtedly juillfy  us  in  deltroying 
thofe  animals  who  would  dellroy 
u?,  who  injure  cur  proper'ics,  or 
annoy  our  perfons ;  but  not  even 
thefe,  whenever  their  fituation  in- 
capacitates tbtm  ftom  hurting  us. 
I  know  of  no  ri^hc  which  we  hive 
to  Ihoot  a  bear  on  an  inaccelTible 
ifland  of  ice,  or  an  eagle  on  the 
mountain's  top;  whofe  lives  can- 
not injure  us,  nor  deaths  procure 
us  any  benefit.  We  are  unable  to 
give  life,  and  therefore  ought  not 
wantonly  to  take  it  away  from  the 
meanell  infedl,  without  fufficient 
reafon ;  they  all  receive  it  from 
the  fame  benevolent  hand  as  our- 
felves,  and  have  therefore  an  eq'jal 
right  to  enjoy  it. 

God  has  been  pleafed  to  create 
numberlefs  animals  intended  for 
our  fufienance  ;  and  that  they  are 
fo  intended,  the  agreeable  flavour 
of  their  flefh  to  our  palates,  imd 
the  wholefome  nutriment  which  it 
adminifters  to  our  ftomachs,  are 
fufficient  proofs:  thefe,  as  they  are 
formed  for  our  ufc,  propagrted  by 
our  culture,  and  fed  by  our  care, 
wc  have  certainly  a  right  to  de- 
prive of  life,  becaufe  it  is  given 
and  preferved  to  them  on  that  con- 
dition; but  this  (hould  always  be 
performed  with  all  the  tendernefs 
and  companion  which  fo  difagrec- 
able  an  office  will  permit ;  and  no 
circumdanccs  ought  to  be  omitted, 
which  can  render  their  executions 
as  quick  and  eafy  as  pofTible.  For 
this.  Providence  has  wifely  and 
benevolently  provided,  by  forming 
thtm  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  their 
flefh  becomes  rancid  and  unpalat- 
able by  a  painful  and  lingering 
M  4  death  ; 
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death  ;  and  has  thas  compelled  us 
to  be  merciful  without  com paflion, 
and  cautious  of  their  fulFering,  for 
the  fake  of  ourfelves  :  but,  if  there 
are  any  whofe  taftes  are  fo  vitiat- 
ed, and  whofe  hearts  are  fo  har- 
dened, as  to  delight  in  fuch  inhuk 
rnan  facrifices,  and  to  partake  of 
them  without  remorfe,  they  ftiould 
be  looked  upon  as  djemons  in  hu- 
man (hapes,  and  expeft  a  retalia- 
tion of  thofe  tortures  which  they 
have  inflidled  on  the  innocent,  for 
the  gratification  of  their  own  de- 
praved and  unnatural  appetites. 

So  violent  are  the  paffions  of  an- 
ger and    revenge    in    the    human 
breaft,    that    it   is    not  wonderful 
that  men    fhould    profecute    their 
real    or    imaginary  enemies    with 
cruelty  and  malevolence;  but  that 
there  fnould  exift  in  nature  a  being 
who  can  receive  pleafure  from  giv- 
ing pain,  would  be  totally  incre- 
dible, if  we  were  not  convinced, 
by    melancholy    experience,    that 
there  are  not  only  many,  but  that 
this  unaccountable    difpofition    is 
in  fome    manner    inherent  in   the 
nature  of  man  ;  for,  as  he  cannot 
be  taught  by  example,    nor  led   to 
it  by  temptation,  or  prompted    to 
it  by  intereft,  it  muft  be  derived 
from  his  native  conftitution  ;  and 
is    a    remarkable   confirmation   of 
what  revelation  fo  frequently  in- 
culcates— that  he  brings  into  the 
world  with  him  an  original  depra- 
vity,  the   efFeds   of  a    fallen  and 
degenerate    ftate;     in     proof    of 
which  we  need  only  obferve,  that 
the  nearer  he  approaches  to  a  flate 
of  nature,   the  more  predomir^ant 
this  difpofition    appears,    and  the 
more   violently   it    operates.     We 
fee  children  laughing  at  the   mi- 
feries  which  they  inflifl  on  every 
unfortuqate  animal  which    comes 


within  their  power:     all    favages 
are  ingenious  in    contriving,  and 
happy  in   executing   the  moll:  ex- 
quifite  tortures ;  and  the  common 
people    of    all    countries    are    de- 
lighted with  nothing   fo  much  as 
bull-baitings,  prize-fightings,  ex- 
ecutions, and  all  fpeftacles  of  cru- 
elty and  horror.     Thouoh   civili- 
zation  may  }n  fome   degree  abate 
this  native   ferocity,  it  can  never 
quite  extirpate   it  ;    the  molt  po- 
lifhed  are  not  afhamed  to  be  pleafed 
with  fcenes  of  little  lefs  baibarity, 
and,  to  the  difgrace  of  human  na- 
ture,   to    dignify  them    with   the 
name  of  fports.     They  arm  cocks 
vv-ith  artificial  weapons,  which  na- 
ture   had    kindly  denied  to  their 
malevolence,    and  with    fhouts  of 
applaufe    and    triumph,  fee  them 
plunge    them    into    each    other's 
hearts:  they  view  with  delight  the 
trembling    deer    and     defencelefs 
hare,  flying  for  hours  in   the  ut- 
moft  agonies  of.  terror  and  defpair, 
and  at  lait,  finking  under  fatigue, 
devoured    by  their   niercilefs  pur- 
fuers :   they  fee  with  joy  the  beau- 
tiful   pheafant    and  harmlefs  par- 
tridge   drop     from     their    flight, 
weltering   in  their   blood,  or  per- 
haps  perifliing  with   wounds    and 
hunger,  under  the  cover  of  fome 
friendly     thicket     to    which    they 
have  in  vain  retreated  for   fafety  : 
they  triumph   over  the  unfufpeft- 
ing  fifh,  whom   they  have  decoyed 
by  an  infidious  pretence  of  feeding, 
and    drag    him    from    his    native 
element    by   a   hook  fixed  to  and 
tearing   out   his  entrails:  and,  to 
add  to  all  this,  they  fpare  neither 
labour  nor  expence  to  preferve  and 
propagate  thefe  innocent  animals, 
for  no  other  end,  but  to  multiply 
the  objeils  of  their  perfecution. 
What  name    fliould    we   bellow 
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on  a  fuperior  Being,  whofe  whole 
endeavours  were  employed,  and 
whofe  whole  pleafure  confilied  in 
terrifying,  enfnaring,  tormenting, 
and  dellroying  mankind  ?  whofe 
fuperior  faculties  werecxerced  in  fo- 
inenting  animofities  amongll  them, 
in  contriving  engines  of  deltruc- 
tion,  and  inciting  them  to  ufe 
them  in  maiming  and  murdering 
each  other?  whofe  power  over  them 
was  employed  in  affilting  the  ra- 
pacious, deceiving  the  fimple,  and 
opprelling  the  innocent  ?  who 
without  provocation  or  advantage 
Ihould  continue,  from  day  to  day, 
void  of  all  pity  and  remorfe,  thus 
to  torment  mankind  for  diverfion, 
and  at  the  fame  time  endeavour 
with  his  utmoft  care  to  preferve 
their  lives,  and  to  propagate  their 
fpecies,  in  order  to  increafe  the 
number  of  vidims  devoted  to  his 
malevolence,  and  be  delighted  in 
proportion  to  the  miferies  which 
he  cccaftoned  ?  I  fay,  what  name 
deteflable  enough  could  we  find 
for  fuch  a  Being?  Yet,  if  we 
impartially  confider  the  cafe,  and 
our  intermediate  fituation,  we 
mull  acknowledge,  that,  with  re- 
gard to  inferior  animals,  jult  fuch 
a  Being  is  a  fportfman. 


Some  Account  of  the  Rife  ayid  De- 
fcent  of  the  Emprefs  Catharine, 
Wife  of  Czar  Peter  I.  ;  ^jW  alfo 
of  the  Rife  of  Prince  Menzikoff: 
ttxtra^ied  from  the  Memoirs  cf 
Peter  Henry  Bruce,  Efq.  a  Mi- 
litary Officer  in  the  Ser'vices  of 
PruJJiaj  RuJJia,  and  Great-Bri- 
tain. 

SHE  was  born  at  Runghen,  a 
/mall    village  in    Livonia,  of 
very  poor  parents,  who  were  only 


boors,  or  vaflals  ;  her  father  #.n? 
mother  dying,  left  her  very  y'l|^ng 
in  great  want  ;  the  pariOi-c*rk, 
out  of  compaflion,  took  her  home 
to  hii  houfe,  where  fhe  learnt  to 
read.  Dr.  Glack,  minifler  of  Ma- 
rienburgh,  feeing  her  there,  en- 
quired of  the  clerk  who  fhie  was; 
and  being  informed  fhe  was  a  poor 
orphan  he  had  taken  into  his  houfe 
out  of  charity,  what  from  a  wifi\ 
to  relieve  the  poor  clerk  from  a 
burthen  he  was  not  well  able  to 
fupport,  and  a  liking  to  the  little 
orphan,  the  dcdor  took  her  home 
to  his  houfe,  notwithllanding  he 
had  a  numerous  family  of  his  own. 
Here  her  company  and  opportu- 
nities for  improvement  were  bet- 
ter, and  her  deportment  fuch, 
that  (he  became  equally  el^eemed 
by  the  dodor,  his  wife,  and  chil- 
dren ;  her  Heady,  diligent,  and 
careful  attention  to  all  their  do- 
meftic  concerns,  ingratiated  her 
fo  much  with  the  dcdor  and  his 
wife,  that  they  made  no  dillindioa 
between  her  and  their  own  chil- 
dren. She  ever  after  fhewed  her 
acknowledgment  with  the  utmoil 
gratitude,  in  richly  providing  for 
all  thofe  who  could  lay  claim  to 
any  alliance  to  the  dodor's  fa- 
mily ;  nor  did  fhe  forget  her  firll 
bcnefador,  the  clerk  of  Rughen. 
In  this  happy  fituation  flie  grew 
up  to  woman,  when  a  Livonian 
ferjeant,  in  the  Swedifh  fervice, 
fell  palllonately  in  love  with  her  ; 
Ihe  likewile  liking  him,  agreed  to 
marry  him,  provided  it  cculd  be 
done  with  the  dodor's  content, 
who,  upon  enquiry  into  the  man's 
charadcr,  finding  it  unexception- 
able, readily  gave  it.  The  mar- 
riage day  was  appointed,  and,  in- 
deed came,  when  a  fudden  order 
came  10  the  ftrjeanc  that  very 
morning. 
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morninr,  to  march  diredly  with 
a  detacnment  for  Riga,  who  was 
thereoy  difappointcd  from  ever 
enjoying  his  lovely  bride.  Soon 
after  this.  General  Baur,  at  the 
head  of  an  army,  came  before  the 
town  and  took  it,  in  the  year  1702, 
when  all  the  inhabitants  were 
made  prifnners,  and  among  the 
reil  tiiib  lovely  bride.  In  the  pro- 
niifcuous  croud,  overwhelmed  with 
grief,  and  bathed  in  tears  at  her 
unhappy  fate,  the  general  obferv- 
ing  her,  (aw  a  js  n:  fcai  quui  in 
her  whole  appearance,  which  at- 
tfafted  him  io  much,  that  he  afked 
her  fever.1l  queRions  about  her 
fituation  ;  to  which  file  made  an- 
fwers  with  iiiOrc  fenfe  than  is 
ufuaJ  in  perfons  of  her  rank  ;  he 
detired  her  not  to  be  afraid, 
for, he  would  take  care  of  her,  and 
gave  immediate  orders  for  her 
fifetv  and  reception  into  his  houi  , 
of  which  he  gave  her  the  whole 
ch.irge  with  authority  over  ail 
his  fervants,  by  whom  fhe  was 
vtry  much  beloved  from  her  man- 
r,er  of  ufmg  them  ;  the  general 
afterwards  often  faid,  his  hoi;le 
was  never  fo  well  managed  as 
when  (he  was  with  him. 

Prince  MenzikoiF,  who  was  his 
patron,  feeing  her  one  day  at  the 
general's,  oblerved  fomething  very 
extraordinary  in  her  air  and  maa- 
fier,  and  enquiring  who  flie  wa-^, 
and  on  what  footing  fhe  Icrved 
him,  the  genc-ral  to!d  hi.n  what 
has  been  already  related,  and  with 
due  eacomiums  on  the  merits  of 
her  conduct  in  his  houie  :  the 
prince  faid  fuch  a  perfon  would 
beof  great  conlequente  to  him,  for 
he  was  then  very  ill  ferved  in  that 
refped  ;  to  which  the  general  re- 
plied, he  was  under  loo  many 
ol>ligaiiuns  to  his  highnefs  to  have 


it  in  his  power  to  refufe  liim  any 
tiling  he  had  a  mind  to,  and  im- 
mediately calling  for  Catharine, 
told  her,  that  was  Prince  Menzi- 
kofF,  and  that  he  had  occafion  for 
a  fervant  like  herfclf,  and  that 
the  prince  had  it  much  more  in 
his  power  to  be  a  friend  to  her 
than  he  had,  adding,  that  he  had 
too  great  a  regard  for  her  to 
prevent  her  receiving  fuch  a  piece 
of  honour  and  good  fortune.  She 
anfwered  only  by  a  profound 
courtefy,  which  (hewed,  if  not  her 
confent,  that  it  was  not  then  in 
her  power  Vi  refufe  the  offer  that 
was  made:  in  fhort,  the  prince 
took  her  home  the  fame  day,  and 
fhe  lived  with  him  till  the  year 
lyO'j,  when  the  czar,  one  &iy 
dining  with  tiie  prince,  happened 
to.  fee  her,  and  fpoke  to  her;  Ihe 
made  a  yet  Wronger  impreifion  on 
that  monarch,  who  would  like- 
wife  huve  her  to  be  his  fervant  ; 
from  whence  fhe  rofe  to  be  Em- 
prefs  of  Riiflia. 

As  Prince  uTenzikofF  was  alfo 
a  petfon  raifed  from  a  very  low 
degree,  I  was  told  the  following 
circumllances  of  his  rife.  He  was 
lx)rn  of  gentle,  bat  very  poor  pa- 
rents ;  and  they  dying  left  him, 
very  young,  without  any  educa- 
tion, inromuch  that  he  could 
neither  read  nor  write,  nor  ever 
did  he  to  the  day  of  his  death  : 
his  poverty  obliged  him  to  feek 
fervice  in  Moicow,  where  he  was 
taken  into  the  hi>ufe  of  a  psftry- 
coak ;  who  employed  him  in  cry- 
ing m.inced-pies  about  the  ftreets  ; 
and  having  a  good  voice,  he  alfa 
fung  ballads;  whereby  he  was  fo 
generally  known,  that  he  had  ac- 
cis  into  all  thegentlemen's  houfes. 
The  czar,  by  invitation,  was  to 
uine  one  day  at  a  boyar's,  or  lord's 

houfe. 
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hoiifc,  and  MenzikofF  happening 
to  be  in  the  kicchen  that  day,  ob- 
ferved  the  boyar  giving  dirtdions 
to  his  cook  about  a  di(h  of  meat 
he  faid  the,  czar  was  fond  of,  and 
took  notice  that  the  boyar  hinnfelf 
put  fome  kind  of  powder  in  it,  by 
way  of  fpice  ;  taking  particular 
notice  of  what  meat  that  dilh  was 
compjofed,  he  tock  himfelf  away, 
to  fing  his  b?.llads,  and  kept  faun- 
tcring  in  the  ftreet  til!  the  czar 
arrived,  when  exalting  hi-,  voice, 
his  roajefty  took  notice  of  it,  fent 
for  him,  and  afkcd  him  if  he 
would  fell  his  balket  with  the  pies: 
the  boy  replied,  he  had  power 
only  to  fell  the  pies,  as  for  the 
bafliet  he  mult  firit  i^Tk.  his  mailer's 
leave,  but  as  every  thing  belonged 
to  his  majefty,  he  needed  only  lay 
his  commands  upon  him.  This 
reply  pleafed  the  czar  fo  much, 
that  he  ordered  Alexander  to  ftay 
and  attend  him,  which  he  obeyed 
with  great  joy.  MenzikcfF  waited 
behind  the  czar's  chair  at  dinner, 
and  feing  the  before  mentioned 
difl\  ferved  up  and  placed  before 
him,  in  a  whifper  begged  his  Ma- 
jefty  not  to  eat  thereof:  the  czar 
went  into  another  room  with  the 
boy,  and  afked  his  reafon  for  what 
he  had  whifpered  to  him,  when 
he  informed  his  majefly  what  he 
had  obferved  in  the  kitchen,  and 
the  boyar's  putting  in  the  powder 
himfelf,  without  the  cook's  per- 
ceiving him,  made  him  lufpcd 
that  d[0\  in  particular  ;  he  there- 
fore thought  it  his  duty  to  put  his 
majerty  upon  his  guard.  The 
czar  returned  to  table  without  the 
leaft  difcompofure  in  his  counte- 
nance, and  with  his  ufual  chear- 
fulnefs  ;  the  boyar  recommended 
this  dilh  to  him,  faying,  it  «us 
yery  good  ;   the  czar  ordered  the 


boyar  to  fit  down  by  him,  for  it 
is  a  cullom  in  Molcow  for  the 
mailer  of  the  houfe  to  wait  at 
table  when  he  entertains  his 
friends,  and  putting  fome  of  it  on 
a  plate,  defired  him  to  cat  and 
fhew  him  a  good  example.  The 
boyar,  with  the  utmolt  confufion, 
replied,  that  it  did  not  become 
the  fervant  to  eat  with  his  mailer; 
whereupon  the  plate  was  fet  down 
to  a  dog,  who  .con  dilpatched  its 
cantents,  which,  in  a  very  fhort 
time,  threw  him  into  convulfions, 
and  foon  deprived  him  of  life:  the 
dog  being  opened,  the  eiFeft  of 
the  poilon  was  clearly  difcovercd, 
and  the  boyar  was  immediately  fe- 
cured,  but  was  found  ntxt  morn- 
ing dead  in  his  bed,  which  pre- 
vented all  farther  difcovery. 

lVlenzikv.ft"'s  remarkable  intro- 
dutflion  fcon  gained  him  credit 
and  confidence  v.'ith  his  loyal 
mailer,  which,  from  heing  one  of 
the  meaneil  and  pooreft,  raifeu  him 
to  be  one  of  the  richcft  fubjccts 
in  the  Ruffian  empire  ;  he  was 
not  only  dignified  with  tnc  tide  of 
a  prince  in  RulTia,  but  alfo  de- 
clared a  prince  of  the  Roman  em- 
pire. He  was  tall,  well-Ihaped, 
very  handfome  in  his  perfon,  and 
of  great  penetration:  he  adled  as 
vice-czar  at  the  imperial  court, 
the  czar  himfelf  appearing  at  all 
public  meetings  as  a  private  per- 
fon, attended  by  two  fervants  at 
moll,  and,  inllead  of  pleafing  him- 
iclf  with  the  pomp  of  grandeur, 
his  delight  was  the  improvement 
of  his  empire,  which  he  vil'ited 
every  where  in  perfon. 


Seme  Account  of  the  Bay  and  City 
of  borrento.  and  cf  the  Ruins  of 
the  Sarrentiiiuni  cr  Villa  of  Pol- 

lius 
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lius  at  Capo  di  Piiolo :  extra^ed 
from  Travels  into  the  Two  Sici- 
lies, by  Henry  Ssvinburne,  Efq. 

ON  doubling  the  next  pro- 
jeding  rocks,  we  entered  the 
i'pacious  bay  of  Sorrento,  three 
miles  wide.  A  femicircular  chain 
of  vvcody  niountains  inclofes  a 
rich  and  beautiful  plain,  rather 
floping  towards  the  fea,  full  of 
uhite  buildings  peeping  out  of  the 
groves.  This  half-moon  termi- 
nates in  a  llraight  line  to  the  fea, 
by  a  bcld  coafl  of  blank  perpendi- 
cular rocks.  It  probably  fcroied 
a  portion  of  a  circle,  half  of  which 
broke  off  and  funk  into  the  waves. 
This  1  believe  to  have  been  the 
cafe,  and  that  the  whole  was  once 
the  crater  of  a  volcano.  All  the 
foil  of  the  plain  is  cineritious,  and 
its  rocks  a  ftrong  blue  lava,  except 
near  the  eaft  end,  where  they  are 
of  a  fofter  piperino  kind.  The 
encircling  mountains  arecompofed 
of  regular  calcareous  layers,  that 
do.  not  join  or  intermix  in  the  leaft 
with  the  others,  but  are  broken 
ofF  abruptly  all  round,  as  if  a  place 
had  been  fcooped  out  for  the  re- 
ception of  ihe  heterogeneous  mafs, 
rifing  fuddenly  out  of  the  bofom 
of  the  earth  or  waters.  Many  of 
thefe  liraeftone  rocks  are  twilled, 
as  it  were,  into  ropes,  exaflly  in 
the  fame  manner  as  fome  Vefuvian 
lavas  :  they  have  belides  fo  many 
peculiarities,  that  correfpond  with 
thofe  of  the  produtlions  of  burn- 
ing mountains,  that  were  it  not 
direftly  repugnant  to  the  common 
fvltcms  ot  philofophy,  which  de- 
cide all  calcareous  fubllances  to  be 
a  fedi-ment  of  the  ocean,  1  fnould 
be  tempted    to    believe,    that  fire 


had  a  greater  fharc  in  the  forma- 
tion of  thefe  rocks  than  is  gene- 
rally allowed.  The  materials  of 
the  lower  grounds  are  beyond 
doubt  volcauical;  however,  I  am 
confident  that,  as  yet,  we  are  but 
imperfedly  acquainted  with  the 
powers  of  fire,  and  the  metamor- 
phofes  it  is  capa,ble  of  producing. 
As  we  have  difcovered,  that  the 
fumes  of  fulphur  and  vitriol  can 
change  hard  black  lava  into  foft 
white  clay,  perhaps  we  may  find 
out,  that  fonie  other  operation  of 
natural  chymiilrycan  convert  fub- 
llances into  limeilone. 

I  landed  at  Sorrento,  a  city 
placed  on  the  very  brink  of  the 
Iteep  rocks  that  overhang  the  bay, 
in  a  moft  enchanting  fituation.  It 
contains  fifceen  thoufand  inhabi- 
tants, half  the  population  of  the 
whole  plain.  The  ftreets  are  nar- 
row; but  this  is  no  inconvenience 
in  a  war.Ti  climate,  where  carri- 
ages are  not  ufed,  nor  any  com- 
munication with  the  metropolis 
pradicable  by  land.  Of  all  the 
places  in  the  kingdom,  this  is 
blcll  with  the  moil  delightful  cli- 
mate. It  was  renowned  for  it  in 
ancient  times :  Silius  Italicus  ex- 
tols its  foft  and  wholefome  ze- 
phyrs *.  At  prefent  it  enjoys 
fhady  groves,  excellent  water, 
fruit,  fifh,  milk,  butter,  the  fined 
veal  in  the  world,  good  wine,  and 
almoft  every  neceffary  of  life  at  an 
cafy  rate.  Mountains  fcreen  it 
from  the  hot  autumnal  blafls. 
The  temper  of  the  inhabitants  is 
faid  to  refemble  the  climate  in 
niiidnefs.  A  few  infcriptions  and 
refervoirs  of  water  are  all  the  rem- 
nants of  antiquity  it  can  fhew.  It 
derives  its  name  from  the  refidence 


Zephyro  Surrentum  moUe  fiilubri. 


or 
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or  worfliip  of  the  Syrens  *.  In 
this  bay,  the  Prince  of  Salerno, 
fon  to  Charles  the  Firrt,  was,  in 
IZ83,  taken  prifoner  by  Lauria, 
the  admiral  of  Peter  of  Aragon  : 
a  naval  vidory  that  infured  the 
pofleflion  of  Sicily  to  the  conque- 
rors. Here  Torquatus  TafTo  drew 
his  flril  breath  in  1544.:  a  bard 
undoubtedly  intitled  to  rank  in 
the  foremoft  line  of  modern  poets, 
notwithlir.nding  the  farcafm  of 
Boileau  f ,  whc,  from  his  igno- 
rance of  the  Italian  language,  and 
the  coldnefs  of  his  heart,  was  a 
very  improper  judge  of  the  flights 
of  genius.  in  1558,  the  Turks 
iacked  this  city,  and  carried  ofF 
twelve  thoufand  captives;  but, 
preferring  money  to  fuch  a  quan- 
tity of  flaves,  they  fent  to  Naples 
to  afk  a  ranfora.  Diftru(i,  con- 
flernation,  or  infenfibility,  caufed 
their  offer  to  be  rejecled,  and  the 
infidels  f.iiled  away  with  their  pri- 
foners.  Soon  after,  by  an  act  cf 
generolity  fcarce  to  be  paralleled 
in  any  hillory,  the  remaining  Sor- 
rentines  fold  their  lands  and  gcads, 
and  redeemed  their  fellow  citizens. 
Had  fuch  an  effort  been  made  by 
Greeks  or  Roman?,  it  would  have 
been  a  common-place  example  for 
fchool-boys,  and  every  diiFcrtaior, 
ancient  and  modern,  would  have 
enlarged  with  enthuiiafm  on   this 


trait  of  heroifm;  but  at  Sorrento 
it  is  fcarce  remembered,  and,  I 
bdieve,  it  is  entirely  forgotten  in 
the  reft  of  the  kingdom. 

On  the  twenty-eighth,  I  conti- 
nued my  coafting  voyage  to  Capo 
di  Terra,  or  Puolo,  the  point  that 
divides  the  bay  of  Sorrento  from 
that  of  Maffa  J.  Here  are  the 
ruins  of  a  villa  mentioned  in  Sta- 
tius's  Sylva::  it  belonged  to  Pol- 
lius  Fslix,  whofe  name  is  ftill 
preferved  in  the  modern^appella- 
ticn.  I  admired  the  cxadnefs 
with  which  the  poet  has  defcribed 
the  fpot  ;  for  however  altered  and 
disfigured  the  minuter  features 
may  be,  the  great  outlines  of  the 
place  are  ftill  difcernable.  On  the 
very  extremity  of  the  cape,  im- 
pending over  the  fea,  ftands  a 
row  of  vaulted  chamber?,  before 
which  appear  the  velliges  of  a 
portico  §,  or  hall.  Its  fopm  is  that 
of  an  obtufe  angle.  Thefe  rooms 
commanded  a  double  view;  one 
of  Sorrento  and  Vefuvius ;  theJJ 
other,  of  Naples  **,  Pilzzoli,  and 
Ifchiaf  f .  Part  of  the  painting  re- 
mains upon  the  walls.  Behind 
thefe  buildings,  the  promontory 
narrows  into  an  ifthmus,  pierced 
in  the  middle  with  a  deep  round 
bafon,  into  which  the  {za.  has  ac- 
cefs  by  a  paffage  under  the  rock?. 
As    ihs   wave»  have  no  force  Jcft 


*  Surenetuin. 

f  Le  clinquant  du  Taffe  a  tout  Tor  de  VIrgile. 

Prefers  '1  alfo"s  tinfel  to  Vugirs  gold. 
X  Eft  inter  r.olus  Syrenum  nomine  niuios, 

Saxuque  Tyrrhenae  lemplis  ornat:\  Minervse. 
§  Per  obliquas  erepit  poriicus  arces 

Urbis  opus,  longoque  domat  iaxa  afpera  dorfo. 
11   Una  Dia;tis 

Parthenopcn  duetSlo  limite  ponti. 
••  Ingerit 

Celfa  Dicirchpel  fpecuhtrix  villa  profun  U. 
ft  Haec  videt  Ir.arimen,  illi  Prochyta  afpen  paret. 


when 
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when  they  enter  it,  and  its  open-  circular    figure,    mountainoug    fn 

ing  is  furrouncied    by  ruins,   this  the  centre,    and    flat    around    the 

was  no  doubt  the   fituation  cf  ihe  coaft,    containing    about   lOO.OGO 

baths*.      Three   arched  conduits  Englifli  acres.     The  foil   h  light 

brought    freth    water    to     them  f  and  but  unkindly,  of  a  brick  co- 

troni  a  large  refervoir  at  the  toot  lour,    and  in   fome  parts  Itrnngly 

of  the  mountain;   high  rock?,  co-  impregnated  with  iron  ore.    There 

vered    with    olive-trees,     defend  |:  are  fome  large    rivers  Which    rife 

this  place   from  the  boifterous  fci-  at  the  bottom,  or  in   the  fides  of 

rocco,   and  boats  find  a  fafe  retreat  the     mountains.       There    is     not 

in  a  circular  creek,   which  divides  above  one  fifth  part  of  the  country 

the    cape    into    two    peninfulas  §.  under  cultivation,    the  remaining 

From    hence    I    failed    along    the  four  being  mountainous    or  filled 

woody  coafl-  of    MafTa,    a  diocefe  with    woods.     There    is    on    this 

without  a  town;   for  all  the  dwell-  ifland  fome  good  building  timber, 

inw-houfes    are  difperfed  in  fmall  and  a  great  deal  of  yellow,  bl.ick, 

clutters    along    the  verdant  dccli-  and  ''party-coloured  ebony.     This 

vitv.       We    lay   upon    our   oars  a  laft  fpecies  of  ebony  is  reckoned  to 

few  hours    to    take    fome  refrelh-  be  of  value,    and  is   never   burnt, 

ment,  and   then   failed   to  Naples,  as    the    others    frequently    are.— 

where  we    arrived    by  moonlight.  There  is  a  fmehing    manufaftory 

The  evening  was  warm  and  mild,  for  the  iron  ore,  and  fome  powder 

and  the  fea  fmooth  as  glafs;   the  rsills.      There    are    in    Mauritius 

liohts  of  the  fifli-markets  reflcdled  two    or    three    fugar-plantation?, 

on     its    furface,     formed    a    raoil  feveral    coflee-plantations,    and  it 

fplendid  illumination;  has  produced  very  good  cotton  and 

indigo:   it  i-s  indeed   to  thefe  two 

'  laft-menticned    commodities    that 

Some  Jccount  0/  tl'e  French  African  the  foil  feems  bell  adapted.     Ail 

Iflands ;  y>-o^i  Travels  into   Eu-  the  tropical     fruits,     plants,    and 

rope.  Aha,  ani/  Africa.  roots  are  rnifed  here;   but  they  are 

neither  fo  luxuriant  nor  fo  highly 

THE    ifland   of  Mauritius  is  flavoured  as  thofe  of  Bourbon,  nor 

fituated  in  the  zoth  degree  fo  abundant  as   to  ferve  the  inha- 

of  fouth  latitude,  and  q6  call  Ion-  bitants  four  months  in  the  year: 

gitude  from  London,     it  is   of  a  their    fupplies    for    about     eight 

*  Gemir.a  tefludinc  fumajit 

B.ihie;i. 
•f  E  terris  occun  jt  dalcis  amaro 

Nymp'na  mari. 
X  Mcnri  intervei.it  imum 

Litms  et  in  terras  fcopuii's  pendentlbus  exif . 
§  Placi-.i'j  lunata  recellu, 

Hinc  atqiie  hinc  curvas  prorumpunt  sequora  rup^s-i-* 

Ponunt  hie  lafTa  furcicni 

JiLquova. 

N  iHoqiie  tumuitu 

Siagna  modc'ta  jasent^ 

tnontbs 
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months  in  twelve  come  from  Bour- 
bon, the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
Batavia,   and  Europe. 

The  fpicerics  ot  Ceylon,  Am- 
boyna,  and  Banda,  promife  to 
flourilh  in  this  iflanJ.  In  the  pa- 
riih  of  Pamplemonfe,  the  king  of 
France  maintain?,  at  a  confiJer- 
abie  expence,  and  in  good  condi- 
tion, a  fpacious  botanical  garden, 
divided  into  four  partsi  reprefent- 
ing  the  great  quarters  of  the  earth  ; 
in  which  the  tree?,  (hrubs,  plants, 
flowers,  herbs  roots,  Sec.  of  each 
are  rei.peiftively  planted  ;  pieces 
•f  wood  being  fixed  in  the  ground 
by  each,  defcribing  its  name,  na- 
tive country  and  qualities.  In 
this  garden  cinnamon  and  cloves 
thrive  amazingly.  All  around  the 
ifland  (except  fmali  inlets  oppofite 
to  fome  bays)  at  3  tolerable  dif- 
tance  from  the  fhore,  there  is  a 
retf  of  coral  rock,  which  fheltcrs 
the  intermediate  fpace  of  water, 
makes  it  quite  fmootJr  and  fer,ene, 
and  prevents  the  formation  of 
fuch  heavy  furges  as,  rolling  and 
breaking  on  the  fhore,  might 
lender  landing  difficult,  if  not 
impraflicable. 

The  fitlds  and  woods  abound 
with  deer,  hares,  rabbits,  and 
flying  game.  The  inhabitants  are 
remarkable  for  their  hofpitality, 
and  the  ladies  who  are  natives  of 
this  ifland  for  their  beau'.y. 

Mauritius  is  the  metropolis  of 
the  French  Afric;!n  iflands,  the 
chief  fear  of  government,  the  em- 
porium of  commerce,  and  the  afy- 
lum  of  exiles  fron;  France.  The 
inhabitants  ars  not  fo  independent 
in  their  circumllances,  nor  fo  eafy 
in  their  minds  as  thofe  of  Bour- 
bon, although  they  afteil  more 
drefs  and  gaiety,  and  have  better 
houfes  and  furniture.    Every  third 


perfon  you  meet,  of  a  fair  com- 
plexion, wears  at  his  button-hole 
the  order  of  St.  Loui.s 

As  the  pofition  of  the  tovvn  of 
Port  Loui?,  and  the  forti/ications 
defending  the  entrance  of  the  har- 
bour, are  well  known,  I  Oiall  not 
give  any  particular  defcription  of 
them.  I  cannot,  however,  butob- 
ferve,  that  the  praclice  of  warping 
(hips  into  that  port,  is  merely  a 
poiiucal  (Iratagcm,  intended  to 
imprefs  the  world  with  a  notion 
that  it  is  of  the  molt  diaicnlt  ac- 
cefs.  The  paflage  for  Ihips  is 
clear  and  eafy,  and  every  after- 
noon during  the  28  da\5  I  was 
there,  there  was  3  conllant  Acady 
and  hnOL  gale  diredlly  into  the 
harbour. 

The  illand  of  Bourhon  is  fituited 
io  the  2iil  degree  of  fouih. lati- 
tude, and  54ch  eaft  longitude  from 
London.  Its  ilgure  is  nearly  cir- 
cular. Perhaps  there  is  not  a  fpoc 
on  the  face  of  the  earth  fo  vvorthv 
of  the  attention  of  naturaliih  as 
this  iHand.  It  contains  three  hi^'i 
mountain?,  which  ^re  often  feeii 
at  the  dillance  of  30  leagues ;  and 
are  the  higheft  land  I  ever  faw, 
except  the  I'ike  of  Tenerifte.  Or. 
the  fummit  of  one  of  thefe  moun- 
tains, which  is  in  the  fouth-ealt 
quarter  of  the  ifland,  there  is  a 
volcano  which  frcqiieiuiy  emit.^ 
frnoke,  flames,  and  aihes.  This 
volcano  exhibits  an  awful  but 
beautiful  profpctl  ai  night,  when 
It  vomits  flames,  and  hllj;  the  fur- 
rounding  Iw^avens  with  particles  of 
fire.  Of  the  ihree  mouotaini  of 
Bourbon,  this  alone  is  b  irren 
and  nnuihrtbited.  The  mountr.vn 
which  is  reputed  the  highefl,  i\U-, 
i.n  ih:^  centre  of  the  illand,  and  to 
the  northward  of  it  appear*  a 
:idj;e  ot  iii!!«,  '-a'lfd  the  Fahi/tt, 
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onefideof  which,  bold,  abrupt,  and 
fublime,  forms  a  Itupendous  pre- 
cipice, in  perpendicular  height  two 
thoufand  French  fathoms,  over- 
hanging a  large  river  which  fome- 
times  glides  fmoothly  alonjj,  and 
at  others  falls  in  rough  caicades. 
In  refpeft  of  fize,  Bourbon  is 
nearly  equal  to  Mauritius.  The 
foil,  which  is  in  fome  parts  black, 
and  in  others  grey,  is  fuperla- 
tively  fruitful,  and  improves  in 
quality  in  proportion  as  it  ap- 
proaches even  to  the  tops  of  emi- 
nences and  mountains.  The 
windward  fide,  and  the  quarter  of 
St.  Lufan  on  the  eaft  fide,  are  level 
lands  watered  by  very  fine  rivers, 
particularly  the  great  R.iver  d''A- 
hord,  which  precipitates  itfelf  into 
a  diltrift  the  moil  beautiful  of  the 
whole  ifland,  but  where  the  land- 
ing  from  the  fea  is  difficult  and 
full  of  danger. 

In  the  latitude  of  21  degrees 
this  ifland  produces  wheat,  cab- 
bages, turneps,  carrots,  artichokes, 
peafe,  beans,  and  garden  fruits 
and  roots  equal  in  fize  and  flavour 
to  any  I  ever  favv  in  Europe.  It 
produces  alfo  the  fug-^r-cane,  cof- 
fee, cotton,  indigo,  and  all  Weft- 
India  fruits,  fuperior  to  anv  I  ever 
fawin  any  of  the  American  iflands. 
Its  rice  is  not  inferior  to  that  of 
cither  Carolina;  and  its  mangoes 
are  equal  to  any  in  Hindoltan. 
The  poultry  are  the  largefi;  I  ever 
faw,  and  in  every  refped  excel 
thofe  of  all  other  countries. 

The  ladies  of  Bourbon  are  re- 
markably tall,  and  elegantly  form- 
ed; their  complexions  beautiful'y 
red  and  white,  and  their  features 
the  moil  delicate  and  handfomc 
that  can  be  imagined.  In  figure, 
complexion,  and  features  the  men 
lefemble   the   women,    only    that 


the  former  are  more  mufcula/.— • 
I  dwell  a  little  on  the  extraordi- 
nary beauty  of  the  natives  of  the 
ifland  of  Bourbon,  becaufe  it  is  a 
very  Angular  circumflance,  to  find 
elegance  of  fliape,  delicacy  of  fea- 
tures, and  bloom  of  complexion  in 
the  torrid  zone. 

The  pafturage  of  this  ifland  is 
not  well  adapted  to  the  breed  of 
flieep,  but  it  abounds  with  goats, 
fmall  horned  cattle,  and  fmall 
hardy  horfes.  The  inhabitants  of 
Bourbon  are  ftill  more  hofpitable 
than  thofe  of  Mauritius.  They 
are  frank,  cheerful,  and  polite, 
with  more  fmcerity.  Every  repafl: 
begins  with  a  glafs  of  brandy,  and 
the  tables  are  plentiful  and  ele- 
gant, being  fumiflied  with  but- 
cher's meat,  and  a  great  variety  of 
fowls,  fifli,  and  vegetables. 

But  the  enjoyments  of  the  gay 
and  focial  inhabitants  of  this  en- 
chanting ifle,  are  mixed  with  fuf- 
ferings  unknown  in  the  moll  bar- 
ren and  inhofpitable  countries. 
Contented  and  happy  in  the  com- 
pany of  one  another,  they  might 
well  defpife  that  contempt  in 
which  they  are  held  by  the  poor 
7ioideJ/e  of  Mauritius,  becaufe,  for- 
footh,  they  are  not,  in  general, 
of  noble  extraflion  :  but  they 
fufi"er  fcverer  misfortunes  in  that 
iron  government  under  which  they 
live  ;  the  depredations  of  their  re- 
"bellious  runaway  flaves,  who  oc- 
cupy fome  of  the  inacccflibre 
mountains ;  but  above  all,  in 
thofe  frequent  hurricanes  which 
ravage  their  country  from  January 
to  April  or  May. 

The  difliance  from  Bourbon  to 
Mauritius  is  about  37  leagues, 
which  is  run  from  the  latter  to 
the  former  in  the  fpace  of  from 
eighteen  to  twenty-four  hours; 
%  b'jt 
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but  to  return  to  Mauritius  from 
Bourbon  takes  up  a  month,  at  the 
Jeaft  fourteen  days,  unlefs  iu  the 
hurricane  feafon,  wiisn  the  wind 
is  more  variable. 

The  Seychell  or  Mahe  iflands  He 
a  few  leagues  north -eaft  from  the 
north  end  of  Madagafcar.  The 
French  took  pofTelTion  of  them 
fince  the  laft  war,  and  ftationed  in 
them  a  party  of  folciiers.  They 
were  before  uninhabited.  They 
yield  fome  tropical  provifions,  and 
a  great  many  turtle,  with  other 
ii(K. 

In  the  ifland  of  Seychell  there 
is  a  very  fafe  and  commodious 
deep  bay,  with  excellent  anchor- 
age, where  fhips  may  wood  and 
water  with  great  eafe  and  fafety. 

At  a  very  ftiorc  diftance,  1  be- 
lieve lefs  than  a  league  from  the 
ifland  of  Seychell,  lies  that  of  Praf- 
line.  The  foil  of  each  is  repre- 
fented  as  excellent ;  the  land 
throughout  is  flat,  and  is  faid  to 
grow  fome  large  timber  proper 
for  building.  Thefe  idands  are 
remarkable  for  producing  the  tree 
which  yields  a  kind  of  cocoa-nut 
reprefenting,  in  the  moll  llriking 
manner,  the  figure  of  a  human 
breech,  thighs,  &c.  having  a  fcetid 
I'mell  from  an  aperture  of  the  fun- 
dament, like  that  of  human  ex- 
crement. The  Indians,  llruck 
with  this  refemblance,  formerly 
fet  an  enormous  value  upon  thefe 
nuts  ;  but  fince  the  Frertch  traders 
furniflied  the  market  with  them 
more  plentifully,  they  have  lull 
much  of  their  ellimation,  together 
with  their  rarity.  As  thefe  iilands 
are  capable  of  raifing  abundance  of 
provifions,  flieep,  goats,  and  horned 
cattle,  a  fettlement  might  be  made 
on  them,  very  convenient  for  the 
Englifli  Eaft  India  Company,  if 
Vol.  XXV. 


this  paflage  fliculd  be  ".lopted  by 
their  navigation  at  thoit  feafons 
when  the  inner  pafiage  between 
Mada^^^aicar  and  tue  continent  is 
impracticable. 


Sc/Ke  Account  of  the  moji  capital 
P-Mures  in  the  King  of  Spain'/ 
Palace  at  Madrid  :  tranf.ated 
from  the  Spanifli  cf  Sir  Anthony 
Raphael  Mengs,  Knt.frfl  Pain- 
ter to  his  Catholic  Majejly,  i^^' John 
Talbot  Dillon,  Kut.  and  Baron 
ofthefacrcd  Roman  Empire, 

COULt)  wifli  that  all  the 
fine  pictures  difperfed  in  the 
diiferent  royal  feats  were  united, 
and  formed  into  one  grand  collec- 
tion, in  the  palace  at  Madrid,  and 
that  they  were  properly  arranged 
in  a  gallery,  worthy  of  the  mag- 
nificence of  the  monarch,  in  order 
to  addrefs  to  you  on  this  fubjeifl, 
an  elTay  on  the  art,  from  the  re- 
mote times,  down  to  the  prefent, 
in  which  every  artift  we  know  of, 
worthy  of  notice,  might  be  more 
or  lefs  commented  upon,  for  the 
information,  of  thofe  who  have  any 
curioiity  or  talle  for  thefe  matters 
and  that  they  might  be  made  fen- 
fible  of  the  ciTential  diiFerence  ex- 
iting between  them,  by  which,  I 
fhould  Be  able  to  render  my  own 
ideas  more  clear ;  but  the  court 
having  never  formed  any  inten- 
tions of  fuch  a  colledion,  I  Ihall 
fpeak  unconneftedly  of  the  great 
mafters  of  different  ages,  attach- 
ing myfelf  principally  to  the  Spa- 
nifh  painters,  whofe  works  are  ccn- 
fpicuous  in  the  principal  apart- 
ments of  the  palace. 

Some  of  the  moft  diftinguifhed 
of  thefe  performances  are  in  the 
king's  drcffing  room,    particularly 
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by  the  hp.Tid  of  Velafquez,  Spag- 
nolet  ar.d  Murillo.  But  how- 
greatly  they  d  ffer  from  each 
other  !  Whiit  joihiefs,  what,  true 
dillribution  ol'  (L;:r  obfcure,  in  the 
works  of  Vtialquez.  How  well 
he  undcrftood  the  efFeds  of  light 
ill  Ihevving  the  dJIUnces  of  ob- 
jecls  one  from  another,  and  what 
a  fchool  'tor  an  artift  to  improve 
himlelf  in  ftudying  the  works  of 
this  great  man,  to  be  feen  in  this 
falloon,  done  at  three  dlfrerent 
times,  and  by  confidering  the 
happy  manner  in  which  he  attain- 
ed iuch  aa  excellent  imitation  of 
nature.  The  picture  of  the  Se- 
ville water- feller  difplays  his  ear- 
ly imitation  of  nature,  and  with 
what  fpirit  he  exerted  himfelf  in 
ex'iiibitirg  the  dif}tTent  efFecls  on 
objecls  tnac  receive  light  or  flia- 
dow,  infomuch,  as  to  occafion  ra- 
ther a  drynefs  and  harfhnefs  of 
pencil. 

In  the  piflare  of  the  feigned 
Bacchus  crowning  a  few  drun- 
kards, his  i^yle  is  more  loofs  and 
free,  copying  nature,  not  as  flie 
is,  bnt  as  Qie  ?ippears  to  the  eye. 
lie  is  ftill  more  bold  and  anima- 
cd  in  his  Vulcan'' s  Firge,  whe.'C 
fonne  of  the  figures  of  the  work- 
znen  are  a  pcrkrt  imitation  of  na- 
ture. But  he  has  given  the  moR 
perfect  copy  of  nature  in  the  pic- 
ture of  a  woniaii  Ipinning,  which 
is  of  bis  lait  flyie  and  manner,  and 
fo  well  e;<ccuted,  that  the  labour 
of  the  hand  feeiTis  not  to  have  been 
employed,  but  that  the  mind 
alone  conveyed  the  pencil,  in 
which  its  merit  is  fiogutar.  Some 
of  his  portraits  have  iikewife  this 
excellence,  and  f^irm  the  molt  per- 
ted  model  of  hi?  fchool. 

Spagnolet  was  admirable  in  his 
i.aiiiation    of  nature,   ftrcngth    of 
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clair  ohfciire,  freedom  of  pencil, 
and  in  defcribing  peculiar  circum- 
fiances  of  the  human  frame,  fuch  as 
wrinkles,  hair,  Arc.  His  manner  is 
bold,  but  he  did  not  equal  Vela- 
iquez  in  his  diltribution  of  light 
and  fhade,  not  underflanding  its 
proper  degradations,  and  the  ef- 
fedls  of  air,  though  his  colouring 
is  more  lively,  as  may  be  feen  by 
his  pi6lures  over  the  doors. 

In  the  fame  apartment,  there  are 
pidures  of  Murillo,  in  two  differ- 
ent 7)ianneys  :  his  firlt,  in  thofe,  of 
the  Incarnation,  and  the  birth  of 
our  Saviour ;  which,  particularly 
the  fecond,  are  painted  with  great 
boldnefs  in  regard  to  nature,  tho' 
performed  before  he  had  attained 
'■hat  foftnefs  which  charadlerifes 
his  fecond  manner,  as  may  be  per- 
ceived in  other  piftures  in  this 
apartment ;  particularly  in  the 
fmall  one  of  the  nuptials  of  our 
lady,  and  a  fine  half  length  of 
St.  James,  in  the  adjacent  room. 

In  the  king's  drawing  room, 
there  is  an  excellent  pidture  of  Ve- 
lafquez,  reprefenting  the  Infanta 
Donna  Margarita  Maria  of  Auftria, 
whofe  portrait  Velalquez  is  draw- 
ing ;  but  this  capital  piece  being  fo 
well  known,  I  have  nothing  to  add 
only  that  it  is  a  convincing  proof 
of  the  efteft  of  imitation  from  na- 
lare,  and  of  the  general  fatisfac- 
tion  it  yields,  particularly  when 
the  beautiful  is  not  the  primary 
confideration. 

I  pafs  over  at  prefent  many  fine 
paintings  of  Titian's  difperfed  in 
various  apartments  of  the  palace  j 
to  fpeak  to  you  of  that  mod  noble 
pidlure  of  Velafquez  reprefenting 
Philip  IV.  on  horfeb.ick ;  where 
every  thing  is  admirable,  as  well 
the  horfe,  as  the  figure  of  the  mo- 
narch, even  the  landicape  is  ma- 
naged 
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tiaged  with  tafte ;  but  above  all, 
the  graceful  eafe  of  the  fovereign's 
head  is  lingular,  as  the  very  llcin 
feems  to  fliine,  and  the  hair  is 
beautiful,  and  touched  uith  great 
lightnefs.  Contiguous  to  this  ca- 
pital performance,  there  is  another 
of  the  Conde  Duke  of  OHvares,  in 
nothing  inferior  to  that  of  the 
king's. 

Let  us  now  turn  our  attention 
to  another  piiflure,  by  the  fame 
hand,  reprefenting  a  fiege,  which 
was  before  in  that  falcon  of  the 
Reliro,  called,  De  los  Reynos,  and 
is  now  in  the  dining-room  of  the 
mod  Serene  Prince  of  Aflurias, 
This  pifture  comprehends  every 
perfedlion  the  fubjed  would  admit 
of,  and  there  is  no  part,  if  we 
except  the  foldiers  lances,  which 
is  not  reprefcnted  with  the  utmoft 
/kill.  In  the  fame  apartment, 
there  is  a  portrait  of  the  Infanta 
Donna  Margarita  Maria,  and  an 
Infante  on  horfeback,  both  by  Ve- 
lafquez  in  his  belt  manner,  as  well 
.as  fome  other  portraits  of  his,  in 
the  fame  room. 

In  the  Prince  of  Afturias's  dref- 
fing-room,  there  are  three  hne 
piitures  by  Spagnoht,  two  of  them 
reprefent  a  St.  Jerom,  and  a  St. 
Ctncdift,  companions,  executed  in 
his  brighteft  manner,  in  which  a 
perfcdl  command  of  the  pencil 
may  be  obferved,  as  well  as  the 
mod  accurate  copy  from  nature, 
with  an  uncommon  exprefTion  in 
the  countenance  of  St.  Benedid. 
The  third  is  the  martyrdom  of  a 
faint,  equally  excellent,  though  with 
more  force. 

It  would  be  fupcrflucus  to  fpeak 
10  you  of  Rubeni,  or  of  his  fchool, 
of  which,  there  are  many  pieces  in 
the  palace.  But  one,  above  others, 
is     remarkable,    reprefenting    the 


adoration  of  the  kings,  one  of  his 
moft  capital  pieces,  done  by  hira 
in  Flanders,  after  his  beft  man- 
ner, and  afterwards,  uhen  he  came 
to  Spain,  he  made  an  addition  to 
the  canvafs,  to  enlarge  the  pidture, 
and  ir.creaie  the  nun^ber  of  figures; 
amongft  which,  he  has  added  his 
own  portrait.  This  pidure  con- 
tains every  perfedion  the  artift  was 
capable  of  in  the  hiftorical  line, 
and  the  delign  is  not  th;;  moll  in- 
corredl. 

Amongfl;  many  fine  pieces  of 
Vandyke,  there  is  one  reprefent- 
ing  the  apprehendir.g  of  Ci\rirt  in 
the  garden,  executed  with  a  fine 
tafle  and  colouring,  as  far  as  a 
night-piece  would  admit  of;  a 
h:ilf  length  portrait  of  the  Cardinal 
Infante,  brother  of  Philip  IV.  is 
alio  infinitely  excellent  from  the 
juftnefs  of  its  execution,  and  the 
graceful  eafe  that  attends  it,  as  well 
as  colouring,  and  fallownefs  of  com- 
plexion. 

The  works  of  Luca  Jordano  are 
innumerable,  of  whom  it  may  be 
faid,  he  never  did  any  thing  amif-s 
as  a  good  tafie  is  every  where  per- 
ceptible in  his  works,  though  in  art 
embryo  form,  compared  to  the  ex- 
ctUtnt  productions  of  other  gre?t 
men  of  the  Italian  fchools.  Qii 
the  other  hand,  he  never  arrived 
at  pcrfedion,  fo  that  his  manner 
will  admit  of  no  falling  off,  with- 
out a  total  dcbaien.ent  ot  paint- 
ing, which  was  the  fate  of  his  co- 
pieis.  The  works  of  Jordan  may 
be  clafled  in  two  diiFerent  rnaKners, 
though  he  often  paintfJ  indifcri- 
minatc'ly,  copying  from  diftVrent 
painters.  Some  of  his  pieces  hive 
an  harfhnefs,  like  ihofe  of  Spag- 
nolet,  from  whom  forcan  Ic-arn- 
ed  his  art,  and  copird  in  his  early 
dny; ;  but  his  geiicral  manner,  nrd 
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the  mod  univerfai,  and  fuited  to 
his  taile,  as  may  be  Iceii  in  his 
bell  pieces,  was  after  Pi.tio  de 
Cortona.  In  this  llylc,  he  exe- 
cuted lliat  admirable  freico  paint- 
ing in  the  Retiro,  and  many  pic- 
tures in  the  palace  ;  but  in  other 
pieces  done  afterwards  in  Ma- 
drid, he  varied  from  this  llyle, 
and  in  his  drapery,  copied  Paul 
Veronefe,  though  with  lefs  cor- 
reftnefs  of  tints  and  clair  oh/cure  ; 
fo  that  his  manner  became  dry,  as 
may  b^  obferved  in  the  hil'torical 
pieces  of  Solomon,  in  the  palace, 
done  after  he  had  finifned  painting 
in  the  Efcurial. 

Amongft  others  in  the  fame 
palace,  there  is  an  half  length  of 
our  lady  with  the  child,  and  St. 
John,  thought  by  fome  to  be  a 
Raphael  ;  it  is  trae,  the  child  is 
perfedly  in  his  manner  ;  the  car- 
nation is  rather  too  high,  the  back 
ground  has  a  blueifn  call:,  the  ta- 
rsick  of  our  lady  is  of  light  car- 
mine, the  veil  of  a  deep  blue, 
all  in  the  charadtfr  of  Raphael, 
which  makes  thofe  who  do  not  un- 
derlland  the  true  merit  of  his  ex- 
cellence, confider  it  as  an  imita- 
tion of  his  manner  ;  there  are  o- 
thers  in  the  palace,  by  Luca  Jor- 
dano,  after  the  Venetian  fchool,  but 
not  fo  well  finifhcd  as  fome  would 
fuppofe. 

Much  merit  is  due  to  fome 
paintings  of  T'iittoret,  Old  Pahn, 
and  Jacopo  Bafan,  but  they  are  all 
eclipied,  in  my  opinion,  by  thofe 
of  Paul  Veronefe,  and  more  par- 
ticularly by  thofe  of  Titian,  after 
Ills  beii  manner  ;  as  this  great  man 
was  never  equalled,  or  furpaffed 
by  any  one,  in  the  beauty  and 
perfection  o'f  his  colouring  ;  it  is 
f"!  very  excellent  in  all  his  works, 
that   the  eye  oever    perceives   the 


labour  and  ingenuity  of  the  artid, 
but  the  whole  ieems,  as  if  nature  her- 
felf  prefented  the  form  on  the  can- 
vafs.  The  pencil  of  Titian  always 
moved  with  freedom,  yet,  with- 
out negligence ;  every  accidental 
ftroke  Ihews  accurate  defign  ;  the 
force  and  effed  of  his  clair  oh/cure, 
does  not  fo  much  depend  on  the 
darknefs  of  fhadow,  or  the  dif- 
play  of  light,  as  in  the  proper  ordi- 
nance of  his  colouring. 

All  thefe  circumllances  may  be 
obferved  in  the  pidure  of  Baccha- 
nalians, the  figures  of  which  are 
one  third  of  the  natural  fize  :  this 
pidure  is  at  prefent  in  a  clofet  of 
the  Princefs  of  Afturlas ;  every 
part  of  the  pidure,  and  the  whole 
of  it  conjundly,  is  fo  beautiful, 
that  it  would  be  an  endlcfs  toil  to 
delineate  its  merit;  I  can  only  tell 
you,  I  never  pafs  by  it  without 
Hopping,  from  the  admiration  it 
always  caufes,  in  feeing  the  figure 
of  the  woman  afleep,  which  exhi- 
bits a  matter  of  wonder  and  no- 
velty every  time  I  behold  it.  The 
colouring  is  after  Titian's  bright- 
ell:  manner,  the  degradation  of  tints 
are  marvellous,  beyond  what  I 
ever  law  any  where ;  every  part 
appears  nature  individually,  yet 
requires  great  attention  to  examine 
the  different  objeds,  and  ftill  the 
great  variety  accords  in  one  general 
tone  :  the  local  tints  of  the  flefh, 
in  every  part,  are  admirably  diver- 
fified,  and  the  drapery  is  equally 
well  difpftfed,  with  rich  colouring  : 
to  fpeak  of  its  accefTory  parts  — 
the  fine  fky,  the  light  clouds,  the 
various  hues  of  verdure,  the  fhades 
of  trees,  the  ground  ftrewed  with 
plants,  all  together  is  fpirited, 
while  it  is  in  the  jufteft  line  of 
beauty. 

Another  pidure  about  the  fame 
fize. 
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fize,  reprefenting  a  feftival  of 
fportive  cupids,  gaiheriiig  apples 
on  the  trees,  is  of  the  greatcft 
beauty,  in  a  perfeft  Ityle,  and 
feems  to  have  been  done  at  the 
fame  time  as  the  other.  The 
great  variety  of  little  cupids  is  fur- 
prifing,  as  well  as  the  diverfity  of 
their  hair,  in  ringlets  and  curls  ; 
above  all,  the  admirable  degrada- 
tion of  tints,  high  fini{hing,  and 
the  fweetnefs  of  the  back  grounds, 
in  proportion  as  the  objefts  are  more 
or  lefs  diflant. 

Thefe  two  pictures  were  in  the 
Lodovifi  palace  at  Rome,  and  were 
prefented  to  the  King  of  Spain. 
They  ferved,  according  to  Sand  ■ 
rirt,  for  a  ftudy  to  Domenchino, 
Pouflia,  and  II  Fiamingo,  to  re- 
prefent  beautiful  children.  AI- 
bani  has  alfo  introduced  a  group 
of  thefe  children  dancing,  in  one 
of  his  pidures  :  there  are  two  co- 
pies of  thefe  piiflures,  by  Rubens, 
in  the  palace,  but  they  are  only 
to  be  confidered,  as  a  book  tran- 
flated  into  Flemifh,  which  pre- 
ferves  the  thoughts,  but  where  the 
fpirit  and  force  of  the  original  is 
evaporated. 

There  are  many  other  pidurcs 
of  Titian,  but  all  of  them  in  his 
latter  time,  and  fome  in  his  old 
age,  when  his  fight  failing,  his' 
pencil  was  not  fo  accurate  ;  though 
he  always  preferved  the  greatcit 
juftnefs  of  tints.  Notwithiland- 
ing,  the  number  of  thefe  pictures 
fo  negligently  finiflied  "has  been 
prejudicial  to  the  art  ;  as  many 
fcholars  have  imitated  that  man- 
ner, without  refleding,  that  Ti- 
tian had,  in  his  time,  been  very 
corredl,  and  made  accu.acy  and 
the  rule  of  the  art  his  principal 
ftudy,  while  he  attained  to  a 
great    fuperiority  in   point  of  co- 


louring, in  which  he  exceeded  all 
otiiers. 

We  have  few  pictures  to  fpeak 
of  by  Correggio  ;  but  as  every 
piece  of  this  accomplifhed  mailer 
of  the  art  includes  the  moll  en- 
chanting part  of  it,  though  we 
pofTcfs  but  two  of  thcni,  they  may 
ferve  to  give  a  pcrfed  notion  of 
his  powers.  The  Madonna  dref- 
fing  the  child,  and  St.  Jofeph  at 
a  diftaiice,  feems  rather  a  rough 
draft,  from  the  ftriking  altera- 
tions, perceptible  in  the  pofition 
of  the  child  and  the  Madonna.  It 
is  furpriiing  to  behold  the  wonder- 
ful effedl  of  a  figure  lefs  than  two 
palms,  feen  at  a  diftance,  appear- 
ing confiderable,  and  to  fwell  oa 
the  eye  ;  but  this  does  not  arifc 
from  the  harmony  of  the  clair  ob- 
fcure,  fo  much  as  the  imperceptible 
middle-tints,  which  counterad  the 
light  with  the  fhadow,  and  the  ma- 
fterly  management  of  each,  by 
which  he  fo  julily  exprefied  the  re- 
lief and  roundnefs,  almoft  to  make 
one  forget,  that  the  luperfice  was  a 
plane. 

If  Titian  was  happy  in  his  tints, 
and  the  local  colour  of  his  objedls, 
Correggio,  on  the  other  hand^' 
though  lefs  perfetl:  in  this  refped, 
exceeded  him  greatly  in  the  fine 
relief  which  he  gave  to  his  figures, 
and  to  every  part  of  the  body,' 
as  well  as  his  artful  difpofitioa' 
of  aerial  perfpedlive,  not  only  by 
the  gradations  of  clair  oh/cure, 
with  refpecl  to  intermediate  dif- 
tances,  but  alfo  by  a  peculiar  con-' 
ception  of  the  true  nature  of  the 
atmofphere,  which  being  more  or 
lefs  diaphanous,  receives  the  rays 
of  light,  and  penetrating  into  dif- 
ferent bodies,  communicates  it  ia 
thofe  parts  where  the  principal  ray 
of  light  does  not  reach,  and   thus 
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forms  a  kind  of  ambient,  which 
makes  us  perceive  objedls,  even  in 
lome  degree  of  daiknefs,  and  en- 
ables lis  to  diflingiiilli  their  dif- 
tances  from  each  oiaer.  This  was 
perfectly  imderilood  by  the  Greek 
an; lis,  a-;  may  be  obferved  by  the 
paintings  dug  out  of  Hercula- 
neurn,  even  the  moll  common 
ones,  infomiTch,  that  it  appears  to 
have  been  a  fyllem  of  their  Ichool, 
Amongil  the  moderns  the  moil  ac- 
complillied,  in  this  line,  were 
Correggio,  Vclafquez,  and  Rem- 
braridc. 

To  return  to  our  picture,  the 
child  is  moll  perfeft,  not  only  by 
the  difpofuion  of  clair  oh/cure,  but 
alio  in  colouring,  defign,  and 
gracefulneis.  Correggio  perfei5lly 
nndcrilood  the  juitnel's  of  out- 
lines in  his  Iketches,  and  to  give 
the  contours  a  true  proportion, 
with  that  of  the  body,  a  moil  diffi- 
cult talk,  and  only  underilood,  in 
an  equal  degree,  by  Michael  An- 
gelo  and  Raphael.  The  Greeks 
confidereJ  this  part  of  painting  as 
the  moll  oifficult,  as  may  be  feen  in 
Pliny,  book  xxxv.  chap.  lo. 

**  To  delineate  the  body  and 
*'  give  force  to  the  central  parts, 
"  is  certainly  an  arduous  talk,  bat 
*'  in  which  many  artiils  have  ac- 
*•  quired  great  fame.  To  exhi- 
*'  bit  the  extremitits,  and  preferve 
**  the  outline  judicioufiy,  is  what 
**  few  have  Tucceeded  in ;  even 
*'  the  contour  lliould  be  fupport- 
*'  ed,  fo  as  to  give  an  idea  of 
"  what  was  beyond  it,  and  ftem- 
"  ingly  to  Hiew  what  it  hides 
"  from  our  B,ihi  *.*' 


The  other  pidlure,  reprcfentlng 
our  Saviour  at  prayer  in  the  gat- 
den,  is  alfo  fmall,  but  accurate 
and  well  finilhed.  At  firll  fight 
we  only  perceive.  Chrill  and  the 
angel  in  a  full  light,  all  the  reil 
being  obicured  by  the  darknefs  of 
night  ;  but  when  we  examine  it 
more  cloiely,  the  grad;uions  are 
happily  exhibited  according  to  th^ 
eAttl  of  nature  when,  in  a  faint 
light,  where  we  jull  perceive  ob- 
jeds  near  us,  and  cannot  diltin- 
guifh  the  more  dillant  ones.  Thofe 
that  went  to  feize  our  Saviour  are 
not  perceived,  nor  are  there  any 
fine  touches  of  the  pencil  till  that 
part  where  the  apollles  are,  then 
the  eye  begins  to  diilinguifh  the 
leaves  and  branches ;  even  the 
plants  under  foot,  as  well  as  the 
crown  of  thorns,  and  the  crofs  on 
the  ground,  become  confpicuous 
in  proportion  as  they  are  nearer  to 
the  light  or  the  eye.  The  re- 
fplendency  on  the  countenance  of 
our  Saviour,  gives  fpirit  to  the 
whole,  but  it  comes  from  the  Iky, 
and  reverberates  on  the  angel. 

This  idea,  which  is  noble,  and 
with  propriety  is  moll  happily  ex- 
ecuted by  the  great  mailer,  who 
alone    was    able    to    do  it    jullice. 

At  prefent,  theie  pidures  are  in 
the  Princefs's  clofet,  with  thofe 
mentioned  before  by  Titian. 
There  are  in  the  fame  place  fome 
by  Leonardo  da  Vinci  ;  one  of 
them  in  his  bell  manner,  repre- 
fenting  two  children  playing  with 
a  lamb ;  this  latter  none  of  the 
bell  performed ;  another  with  a 
head  of  St.  John,  when  young.  In 


*  Corpora  e.iim  phigcic  et  media  i-cium,  eft  quiilcin  nugni  operis  ;  Si."(l  in 
quo  multi  gloriam  tulerint.  Exticna  corporum  latere,  et  ilciinenti-!  piftur-*; 
nuiduni  incliulcre,  rarum  in  iuccclVu  artis  invgnitur.  Aaibire  tnivn  debet  i"e 
cxtreiniias  inf?.,  &  lie  delinare,  ui  jiromittat  alia  pod  le :  ollendatque  etiam  quae 
^ccukat. — C.  Piinii  $ccuudi  Na(.  Hill.  Lib,  xxxv.  cap.  x. 
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thefc  pidlurcs  we  find  the  g'^at 
judgment  of  the  artilt  rcfpeding 
light  and  lliade,  and  its  grada- 
tions from  its  fullelt  fplcndcur, 
till  darknefy,  accompanied  with 
peculiar  eaiy  ai.d  plealing  atti- 
tudes, whiciT  fecm  '  to  have  paved 
the  way  for  Corre^gio  to  attain  to 
that  graceful  manner,  which  dif- 
tinguilhes  his  works. 

There  are  pieces  in  this  clofet 
attributed  to  Raphael.  Of  his  in- 
vention, there  is  a  holy  family 
with  figures,  about  half  natural 
iize,  and  feem  to  be  of  thofe  pc- 
formances,  which,  with  his  draw- 
ings, formed  his  beft  fcholars. 
There  is  another  pidure  of  a  Ala- 
Houna,  holding  the  child,  in  ths 
fame  ftyle  of  compofition  as  that 
famous  one  in  the  gallery  of  Flo- 
rence, known  by  the  name  oi Ma- 
donna de  la  Seggiola,  with  this  dif- 
ference, that,  in  this  I  am  fpeak- 
ing  of,  St  John  is  wanting  ;  it  is 
fquare,  and  that  of  Florence  is 
oval,  and  the  figures  as  larg*^  as 
nature.  This  pidure  in  the  pa- 
lace fecms  to  have  been  re -touched 
by  Raphael,  but  more  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  rough  draft  than  a  finifh- 
ed  piece.  The  head  of  the  Ma- 
donna, in  particular,  is  his,  and 
has  equal  merit  with  any  of  his 
works,  being  full  of  life  and  fpi- 
rit. 

But  how  (hall  I  explain  to  you 
that  beautiful  pielure,  in  a  man- 
ner it  fo  highly  deferves,  known 
in  Sicily,  by  the  name  of  our  lady 
dello  Spafimo  :  you  know,  that  Ra- 
phael painted  it  for  a  church  in 
Sicily  of  that  name  ;  the  Ihip,  ac- 
cording to  Vafari,  was  loft,  but 
the  pidlure  was  recovered  without 
damage,  from  the  wreck.  In  all 
times  it  has  been  highly  valued 
by  true  judges;  a,nd   Aguftin  ihe 


Venetian  engraved  it,  though 
wuiicut  glvii.g  th"  Lalt  glimp.^e 
of  its  beauty.  Tiic  Count  Jvial- 
vafia  fccaksofit  with  flight;  but 
of  this  aiuhor  we  may  jsc^^e  fron» 
his  own  wriiing'-,  v.'hich  ftrw  lit- 
tle knowledge  in  the  p'-ofeli.c  i  ; 
and  if  he  rallied  on  the  op'nio;-..>  of 
ferae  painters,  th'^y  were  fuch, 
and  thtir  dillance  fo  grfat,  irom 
the  divin'*  Ripha.  !,  t'-at  ch.  y 
were  unqua]ih.:d  to  pronounce  on 
the  merit  of  that  grcar  man,  or 
miich  lefs,  tc  underttanH,  the 
principles  on  vvbi;h  we  are  to 
prize  the  works  of  this  illuftiious 
artift. 

It  appears  beyond  contradiclion, 
that  the  mcft  noble  part  of  the 
profeflion,  is  not  that,  which  con- 
fills  in  giving  pleafire  to  the  eye, 
or  affording  a  .'tiere  enteitair.ment 
to  the  ignorant  cbicrver,  but' in 
the  more  liberal  effusions  it  caufcs 
on  the  mind,  routr.g  the  generous 
pafllons,  and  aJefling  the  very 
f(  ul :  this  being  admitted,  as  I 
fuppofe  it  will,  we  mull  undoubt- 
edly clafs  Raphael  at  the  head  of 
thofe,  whofe  works  are  prtferved 
down  to  the  prefcnt  time.  The 
fertility  of  his  genius,  and  the 
difplay  of  his  ideas,  fhew  them- 
felves  on  the  firft  view  ;  thus,  the 
tranquil,  the  tumultuous,  the 
amorous,  the  ferious,  or  the  cheer- 
full,  have  nothing  bur  what  are  a- 
dapted  to  the  fentiment  by  which 
our  fenfibility  is  moved  in  the 
fame  feeling  manner,  as  by  the 
eloquence  of  the  orator,  or  the 
numbers  of  the  poet. 

Moreover,  he  has  infinuated,  in 
every  figure,  the  preceding  icene 
as  well  as  the  immediate  adion, 
and  we  feem  tc  nnderftand  what 
is  to  follow.  The  determinate 
a^ion    never     appears    concluiive, 
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but  lather  juft  beginning,  which 
gives  fuch  a  fpirit,  from  this 
happy  manner,  that  every  thing 
feems,  as  it  were,  in  motion.  In 
cfFeft,  if  we  examine  the  piftcre 
of  the  Spafimo,  in  all  its  parts, 
we  are  fenfible,  that  if  Kaphael 
was  not  always  great  in  each  of 
his  works,  we  might  reckon  this 
performance  as  an  uniqtte  from  its 
lurprlfmg  beauty. 

You    know,   that  the  fubjca    of 
this    pifture    is    taken  from    fcrip- 
tur?,    when   the    women   wept   on 
feeing    our    Saviour     bearing     the 
crofs    to    mount    Calvary  ;    and  he 
faid   to    them,  foretelling  the  ds- 
Ilruflion  of  Jerufalem,    Daughters 
cf  'jerufalem,  vjecp  not  for  me,  Jjut 
iveep  for  yourfelves,    and  for  your 
children!   To    give  more  grace    to 
his  compoficion,  Raphael  has  add- 
ed a  diliant  view  of  Mount  Cal- 
vary, winding  to  the  right,   where 
it  is  thought  our   Lord  fell  the  firft 
time,  when  a  rufiian  pulls    him    by 
a   rope,  tied  round    his    waill:.     It 
is  to    be  fuppoled,    that  this    pic- 
ture being  intended  for  the  church 
before   mentioned,   the   friars,  who 
were    :o    have    it,    were    defirous, 
that   the    blelTed   virgin    fhould  be 
reprefer.ted  ;  or  it  might  have  been 
the  choice  of  the   painter;  be  that 
as    it    may,    Raphael    well    knew 
how    to  give  every   flgare   its    ut- 
moll    grace    and    dignity,    and  to 
treat  his   fubjedt  with  mlinite   ma- 

Having  to  reprefent  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  the  figure  of  a  mother  of 
one  going  to  the  place  of  execu- 
tion, and  treated  impiouuy  by  the 
people,  he  chofe  the  unhappy  Hate 
cf  an  affiifcjd  mother,  obliged  to 
interc:de  with  an  infamous  mob, 
to  have  companion  on  the  fufFerer. 
In  this  diflrefs,  Raphael  has  paint- 


ed our  lady  kneeling,  not  looking 
towards  her  fon,  to  whom  fhe 
could  give  no  relief,  but  in  the  afl 
of  the  moii  efficacious  fupplication, 
reprefenting,  that  having  fallen,  he 
is  in  need  of  the  puy  of  him,  v,'ho 
is  pullipg  him  by  the  rope,  in  or- 
der to  rile.  To  this  humble  pof- 
ture  he  gives  a  relief,  by  placing 
near  her.  Mary  Magdalen,  St, 
John,  and  the  other  Marys,  who 
condole  with  her,  and  give  fuc- 
cour  to  tlie  mother  of  their  lord, 
fupporting  her  in  their  arms. 

"rhefe  figures  are  highly  expref- 
five  of  the  deepeli  concern  for  the 
fuffirings    of    our    Saviour,    parti- 
cularly      Mary     Magdalen,     who 
feems,  as  it  were,   fpeaking  to  Je- 
fus  Chrift,   while  St.   John  is  giv- 
ing aid   to  car  lady.     J-fus  Chrirt, 
though  fallen,   is  not  dejefted,  nor 
faint :    on   the    contrary,   feems    to 
threaten,    by  what    he   utters,  juft 
as  it  is  exprefied  in  holy  writ,   his 
countenance,    befides  being  in  this 
piece   of  an  excellence  and    beau- 
ty   aimoft    iacomprehenfible,     ap- 
pears   in  flan:  ed    wi:h    a    prophetic 
fpirit,    perfeftly    adapted     to    the 
fubjed,    not    only    as  the  Son    of 
God,    though    in    fufFerance,    but 
alfo    fuitable  to  the  genius  of  Ra- 
phael,  who  never  painted  any  fea- 
ture   indifferently,    when   the  cha- 
rader  could   polTibiy   be  reprefent- 
ed  with  dignity. 

The  whole  adion  of  the  figure 
is  noble  ar.d  animated  ;  the  left 
arm,  witn  a  nne  hand,  leaning  on 
a  ftone,  is  quite  extended  ;  but 
the  irregular  folds  of  the  fleeve, 
fliew  the  fudcennefs  of  the  fall,  and 
feem  as  it  were  yet  in  motion,  as 
if  they  had  not  recovered  from  the 
prefTure  enfuing  trcm  the  weight. 
With  the  right  hand,  Jefus  Chrift 
holds  the  crofs  fail,  as  if  unwillingf 

to 
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to  yield  it  to  the  figure  that  fecms  ling  Jefus  Chrift  by  the  rope,  (hews 

aiming  to  eafe  him  of  it ;  a  thought  his  only  paffion  to  be,  a  brutal  defire 

moft  worthy  of  the  great    Raphael,  of  hurrying  on,  to  the  place  of  exe- 

who,  in   an   aftion,  which  to  many  cution  ;   the  other,  who  lays  hold  of 

would  appear  indifrerent,  recollected  the  crofs,   feems  touched  with  fome 

that    Jefus   Chrift  fuffered   for   our  degree     of   compallion,     and    wil- 

fms,  becaufe  he  chcfe  to  do  fo.  ling  to    relieve  the  fufferer:    near 

The  variety  is  no  lefs  admirable,  him  a  foldier,  placing  the  crofs  with 

which  he  has  difFufed  in   the  coun-  his  hand  on  the  fhouldersof  our  lord, 

tenances  of  the  executioners,  exhi-  and  lifting  his  lance  with  a  threaten- 

biting   even  in  thcfe,   the  different  ing  gefture,  exprefles  the  utmoft  in- 

ilages  of  wickednefs.     That  figure  veteracy,  and  defire  to  opprefs  the 

^kh  his  Ihoulders  towards  us,  pul-  lord  flill  more  after  his  fall. 
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ODE  /cr  /i-^NEw  Year,  Jaw,  i,  1782.    Written  4>i  W.  Whitehead, 
E/q.  Poet  Laureat. 

Wondrous  power  of  inborn  worth. 
When  danger  calls  its  ipirit  forth. 
And  ftrong  necefiity  compels 
The  fecre:  fpring?  to  buril  their  narrow  cells  ! 
Tho'  foes  imnumbcr'd  gird  her  round. 
Though  not  one  friend  is  faithful  found, 

Tho'  impious  fcorn  derides ; 
Yet  iHll  unmov'd  amidfl;  the  band. 
Like  her  own  rocks,  does  Britain  ftand. 

And  braves  th'  infulting  tides ! 
A  world  in  arms  aflaults  her  reign,  ' 

A  world  in  arms  aflaults  in  vain  ! 
'Tis  Britain  calls  :  ye  nations  hear  ! 
Unbrace  the  corfelet,  drop  the  fpcar. 
No  more  th'  infidious  toil  purfue. 
Nor  Ibive  vo  vveaken  what  you  can't  fubdue  ! 
*Tis  Britain  calls :  "  with  fatal  fpeed 
You  urge,  by  lieadlong  fury  led. 

Your  own  impending  fate  : 
Too  late  you'll  weep,   too  late  you'll  find 
'Tis  for  the  glory  of  mankind. 

That  Britain  Ihould  be  great  I 
In  Britain's  voice  'tis  Freedom  calls, 
For  Freedom  dies  if  Britain  falls  i 
She  cannot  fail  ; — the  iame  Almighty  hand. 

That  rais'd  her  white  rocks  from  the  main. 

Does  ftill  her  arduous  caufe  maintain. 
Still  grafp--  the  fhield  that  guards  her  favour'd  land  ; 
Obedient  to  his  wo'd. 
Not  to  dellroy,  but  to  reclaim, 
Th'  avenging  an7ei  waves  the  flaming  fword  : 
Revere  his  awful  name  ! 
Repentant  in  the  duft, 
Conieis  hi?  judgments  juft  ; 
Th'  avfnging  fword  fhall  ceafe  to  wave. 
And,  whom  his  mercy  fparcs  his  power  fliall  fare  ! 

ODE 
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ODE  for   the    King's    Birth    Day,    June   4,    1782.      Written    bj 
W.  Whitehead,  Efq.  Poet  Laureat. 

STILL  does  reluftant  Peace  refufe 
Though  courted  by  each  generous  mind. 
To  filed  her  Panacean  dews, 

And  heal  the  madnefs  of  mankind  ! 

Muil  this  aufpicious  day  again 

Be  clouded  with  one  anxious  care. 
And  powers  malignant  render  vain. 
The  monarch's  fondell  wifh  the  people's  general  prayer! 

O  no  !  in  yonder  pregnant  fky. 

Whence  all  our  hopes  and  bleffings  fpring. 
New  burlling  fcenes  of  glory  lie, 

And  future  joys  are  on  the  wing; 
The  lingering  morn,  that  coyly  (beds 
On  broken  clouds  and  mountain-heads 
At  firft  a  glimmering  ray. 
Now  brighter,  and  now  brighter  glows. 
Wide,  and  more  wide  the  luftre  flows. 

Till  all  is  future  day  ; 
And  Earth,  rejoicing  in  ethereal  light, 
I'orgets  the  dreary  damps,  and  live-long  Ihades  of  night. 

Satiate  of  war,  whofe  mad  excefs 

No  bound,  no  kind  reflridion  knows. 
But  marks  its  progrefs  with  diftrefs. 

The  willing  world  (hall  feek  repofe ; 
And  Belgia,  waking  from  her  dreams 
Of  Gallic  frauds,  illufive  fchemes. 
Shall  add  new  ftrength  to  Concord's  chain. 
And  know  her  ancient  friends  again. 
While  thofe,  whom  nearer  ties  unite. 

Whom  all  the  charities  combine. 
Shall  backward  turn  their  trembling  fight^ 

And  deprecate  the  wrath  divine  : 
'Mid  It  bleeding  heaps  of  brothers  flain, 
'iVIidll  Defolation's  horrid  reign. 

And  ail  its  complicated  woes. 
With  wild  affright  in  every  face. 
Shall  ilrain  more  clofe  the  ftridt  embrace. 

And  wonder  they  could  e'er  be  foes. 

O  pleafing  hope  !  O  bled  prefage 

Of  joys  to  lall  from  age  to  age  ! 
For  what  Heaven's  felf  commands,  muft  Heav'n  approve. 
Returning  amity,  and  mutual  love  ! 
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And  hark  on  yonder  Weftern  Main, 

Imperious  France  is  taught  to  know. 
That  Britain  re-aiTumes  her  reign. 
Her  thunders  only  flept  to  llrike  the  deeper  blow. 

Ye  nations,  hear  the  Gallic  flar. 

Shorn  of  its  beams,  th'  horizon  leaves ; 
That  fatal  firebrand  of  the  war 
No  longer  dazzles  and  deceives, 
/  Record  it  in  the  faireft  light 

Of  faithful  hiitory's  future  page, 
*'  They  only  triumph'd  whilli  they  fliunn'd  the  fi"ht, 
**  We,  when  we  forc'd  ihem  to  engage." 


/Iddrefs  to   Poetry,     an    ExtraSi  from    An    Ejjay    on    Epic    Poetry    ly 
William  Hayley,  Efq. 


THOU  firft  and  faireft  of  the  fecial  art^  ! 
Sovereign  of  liberal  foals,  and  feeling  hearts. 
If,  in  devotion  to  thy  heavenly  charms, 
I  clafp'd  thy  altar  with  my  infant  arms. 
For  thee  neglefted  the  wide  field  of  wealth. 
The  toils  of  int'reft,  and  the  fports  of  health. 
Enchanting  Poefy  !  that  zeal  repay 
With  powers  to  fing  thy  univerfal  fvvay  ! 
To  trace  thy  progrefs  from  thy  diftant  birth. 
Heaven's  pure  defcendant  !  dear  delight  of  earth  ! 
Charm  of  all  regions  !  to  no  age  confin'd  ! 
The  prime  ennobler  of  th'  afpiring  mind  ! 

Nor  will  thy  dignity,  fweet  power  !  difdain 
What  Fiftion  utters  in  her  idle  ftrain. 
Thy  fporcive  friend  !  who,  mocking  folemn  truth. 
Tells  her  fond  tales  of  thy  untutor'd  youth. 
As  wrong'd  Latona  (fo  her  tale  begins) 
To  Dslphos  travell'd  with  her  youthful  twins  ; 
Theenvenom'd  Python,  with  terrific  fvvay, 
Crofs'd  the  fair  Goddefs  in  her  deftin'd  way : 
The  heavenly  parent,  in  the  wild  alarm. 
Her  little  Dian  in  her  anxious  arm. 
High  on  a  ftone,  which  fbe  in  terror  trod. 
Cried  to  her  filial  guard,  the  Archer  God, 
Bidding  with  force,  that  fpoke  the  mother's  heart. 
Her  young  Apollo  launch  his  ready  dart ; 
In  meafur'd  founds  her  rapid  mandate  flow'd. 
The  firft  f<^)undation  of  the  future  ode  ! 

I  Thus> 
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Thus,  at  their  banquets,  fabling  Greeks  rehearfe  * 

The  fancied  origin  of  facred  verfe: 

And  though  cold  reafon  may  with  fcorn  alTail, 

Or  turn  contemptuous  from  their  fimple  tale. 

Yet,  i'oefy!  thy  filler  art  may  ftoop 

From  this  weak  ficetch  to  paint  th'  impaflion'd  group. 

Though  tarte  rcfin'd  to  modern  verfe  deny 

The  hacknled  pageants  of  the  Pagan  fsy. 

Their  finking  radiance  Hill  the  canvafs  warms, 

painting  liill  glories  in  their  graceful  forms  ; 

Nor  canft  thou  envy,,  if  the  world  agree 

To  grant  thy  filler  claims  denied  to  thee  ; 

For  thee,  the  happier  art  I  the  elder-born  ! 

Superior  rights  and  dearer  charms  adorn  : 

Confin'd  (he  catches,  with  obfervance  keen. 

Her  fingle  moment  of  the  changeful  fcene  ; 

But  thou,  endu'd  with  energy  fublime, 

Unqueftion'd  arbiter  of  fpace  and  time! 

Canll  join  the  dillant,  the  unknown  create, 

.And,  while  exiileace  yields  thee  all  her  Hate, 

On  the  aflonifn'd  mind  profufely  pour 

Myriads  of  forms,  that  fancy  muft  adore. 

Yet  of  thy  boundlefs  power  the  deareft  part 

Js  firm  pofleflioa  of  the  feeling  heart : 

No  progeny  of  chance,  by  labour  taught, 

No  flow-form'd  creature  of  fcholaflic  thought,  . 

The  child  of  paffion  thou  !  thy  lyre  fhe  ftrung. 

To  her  parental  notes  fhe  turn'd  thy  tongue  ; 

Gave  thee  her  boldeft  fwell,  her  fofteft  tone. 

And  made  the  compafs  of  her  voice  thy  own. 

To  Admiration,  i'ource  of  joy  refin'd  ! 
Chafte  lovely  mover  of  the  fimple  mind  ! 
To  her  though  fceptics,  in  their  pride,  declaim. 
With  many  an  infult,  on  her  injur'd  name  : 
To  her,  fvveet  Poefy  !  we  owe  thy  birth. 
Thou  firlt  encomiali  of  the  fruitful  earth  ! 
By  her  infpir'd,  the  earlieft  mortal  found 
The  ear-delighting  charm  of  meafur'd  found  ; 
He  hail'd  the  maker  of  a  world  fo  fair. 
And  the  firft  accent  of  his  fong  was  prayer. 
O,  moft  attradive  of  thofe  airy  powers, 
Who  moft  illuminate  man's  chequered  hours  ! 

*  Thus,  at  their  ba»quets,  fabling  Greeks  rehearfe 

The  fancied  origin  of  facred  ferfe.']  For  this  fable,  fuch  as  it  I?,  I  am  in- 
debted to  a  paflTage  in  Aihenrtus,  which  the  curious  reader  may  find  in  the 
clofe  of  that  fanciful  and  cntciiaining  compiler,  page  701  of  Cafaubon's 
edition. 

Is 
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Is  there  an  art,  in  all  the  group  divine. 
Whole  dawn  ot  bring  aiuu  not  yield  to  thine  ? 
Religion's  felf,  whole  provident  controul 
Take    trom  fierce  man  hib  anarchy  of  foul. 
She  o'er  thy  youth  with  fond  afFcftion  hung, 
Ai.d  bor'-osv'd  mufic  from  thy  infant  tongue. 
Law,  Iterner  Law,  who'.e  potent  voice  impreft 
Severed  terror  on  the  human  brealh 
With  thy  trefii  flowers  her  awful  figure  crovvn'd, 
A.id  ipoke  her  mandate  in  thy  fofter  found. 
E'en  cold  philofophy,  whom  later  days 
Saw  thine  mean  rival,  envious  of  thy  praife; 
Who  clos'd  againft  thee  her  ungrateful  arms. 
And  urg'd  her  Plato  to  defame  thy  charms  ; 
She  trom  thy  childhood  gain'd  no  fruitlefs  aid. 
From  thee  fhe  learnc  her  talent  to  perfuade. 
Gay  Nature  vievv'd  thee  with  a  fmiling  glance. 
The  Graces  round  thee  fram'd  the  frolic  dance : 
And  well  might  feftive  joy  thy  favour  court  ; 
Thy  fong  turn'd  flrife  to  peace,  and  toil  to  fport. 
Exhaufled  Vigour  at  thy  voice  reviv'd. 
And  Mirth  from  thee  her  deareft  charm  deriv'd. 
Triumphant  Love,  in  thy  alliance  blefl, 
Enlarg'd  his  empire  o'er  the  gentle  breaft  ; 
His  torch  afluni'd  new  luilre  from  thy  breath. 
And  his  clear  flame  defied  the  clouds  of  death,. 
But  of  the  fplendid  train,  who  felt  thy  fvvay. 
Or  drew  exiitence  from  thy  vital  ray. 
Glory,  with  fondelt  zeal,  proclaim'd  thy  might. 
And  hail'd  thee  vidor  of  oblivious  night. 
Her  martial  trumpet  to  thy  hand  (he  gave. 
At  once  to  quicken,  and  reward  the  brave  : 
It  founds— his  blood  the  kindling  hero  pays, 
A  cheap  and  ready  price  for  thy  eternal  praife  ! 
Tho'  felfifli  Fear  th'  immortal  ilrain  deride. 
And  mock  the  warrior's  wifh  as  frantic  piide  ! 


Sketches  of  the  moj}  dljlinguljhed  Epic  Pcets  of  England ;  taken  from  the 

fame  Poem. 

^■yOW,  graver  Britain,  amiably  fevere, 

To  thee,  with  native  zeal,  to  thee  1  lleer  ; 
My  vent'rous  bark  in  foieign  circuit  o'er. 
Exulting  fprings  to  thy  parental  ihore. 

Thou  gorgeous  queen,  who  on  thy  filvery  coad, 
Sitteft  enciitlcd  bv  a  filiai  Uoli, 

And 
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And  feeft  thy  (bns,  the  jewels  of  thy  crown. 
Blaze  with  each  varying  ray  of  rich  renown; 
If  with  juft  love  I  hold  their  genius  dear. 
Lament  their  hardfhips,  and  their  fame  revere, 
O  bid  thy  Epic  Mufe,  with  honour  due. 
Range  her  departed  champions  in  my  view  ! 

See,  on  a  party-colour'd  fteed  of  fire. 
With  Humour  at  his  fide,  his  trully  fquire. 
Gay  Chaucer,  leads — in  form  a  knight  of  old. 
And  his  ftrong  armour  is  of  fteel  and  gold  ; 
But  o'er  it  age  a  cruel  rull  has  fpread. 
And  made  the  brilliant  metals  dark  as  lead. 

Now  gentle  Spenser,  Fancy's  fav'rite  bard, ' 
Awake  my  wonder  and  my  fond  regard  ; 
Encircling  fairies  bear,  in  fportive  dance. 
His  adamantine  fhield  and  magic  lance  ; 
While  Allegory,  dreft  with  mylHc  art. 
Appears  his  guide  ;  but,  promifing  to  dart 
A  lambent  glory  round  her  lill'ning  fon. 
She  hides  him  in  the  web  herfelf  has  fpun. 

Ingenuous  Cowley,  the  fond  dupe  of  wit. 
Seems  like  a  vapour  o'er  the  field  to  flit ; 
In  David's  praife  he  ftrikes  fome  epic  notes. 
But  foon  down  Lethe's  ftream  their  dying  murmur  floats. 

While  Cowley  vanifli'd  in  an  amorous  riddle. 
Up  rofe  the  frolic  Bard  of  Bear  and  Fiddle  ; 
His  fmiles  exhilarate  the  fuUen  earth. 
Adorning  fatire  in  the  mafk  of  mirth  : 
Taught  by  his  fong,  fanatics  ceafe  their  jars. 
And  wife  aftrologers  renounce  the  liars, 
Unrivall'd  Butler  !   blell  with  happy  Ikill 
To  heal  by  comic  verfe  each  ferious  ill. 
By  wit's  flrong  flafhes  reafon's  light   difpenfe. 
And  laugh  a  frantic  nation  into  fenfe  ! 

Apart,  and  on  a  facred  hill  retir'd. 
Beyond  all  mortal  infpiration  fir'd. 
The  mighty  Milton  fits — an  hoft  around 
Of  lill'aing  angels  guard  the  holy  ground  ; 
Amaz'd  they  fee  a  human  form  afpire 
To  grafp  with  daring  hand  a  feraph's  lyre. 
Inly  irradiate  with  celellial  beams. 
Attempt  thofe  high,  thofe  foul  fubduing  ihemes, 
(Which  humbler  denizens  of  heaven  decline; 
And  celebrate,  with  fanclity  divine. 
The  ftarry  field  from  warring  angels  won. 
And  God  triumphant  in  his  Viiflor  Son. 
Nor  lefs  the  wonder,  and  the  fweet  delighr., 
His  milder  fcenes  and  fofter  notes  excite. 

When 
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When  at  his  bidding  Eden's  blooming  grove 
Breathes  the  rich  fweets  of  innocence  and  love. 
With  fuch  pure  joy  as  our  fore  father  knew 
When  Raphael,  heavenly  gueft,  firft  met  his  view. 
And  our  glad  fire,  within  his  blifsfui  bower, 
Dranlc  the  pure  convcrfe  of  th'  jethcrial  power. 
Round  the  blell  bard  his  raptur'd  audience  throng, 
And  feel  their  fouls  irnparadis'd  in  fong. 

Of  hunibler  mien,  but  not  of  mortal  race. 
Ill-fated  Drydek,  with  imperial  grace, 
Gives  to  th'  obedient  lyre  his  rapid  laws  ; 
Tones  yet  unheard,  with  touch  divine,  he  draws} 
The  melting  fall,  the  rifing  fwell  fublime. 
And  all  the  magic  of  melodious  rhyme. 
See  with  proud  joy  imagination  fpread 
A  wreath  of  honour  round  his  aged  head  ! 
But  two  bafe  fpeftres,  tho'  of  different  hue. 
The  bard  unhappy  in  his  march  purfue  ; 
Two  vile  difgraceful  fiends,  of  race  accurft, 
Conceiv'd  by  Spleen,  by  meagre  Famine  nurft;, 
Malignant  Satire,  mercenary  Praife, 
Shed  their  dark  fpots  on  his  immortal  bays. 

Poor  Davexani  march'd  before,  with  nobler  aim_^. 
His  keen  eye  lixt  upon  the  palm  of  fame  ; 
But  cruel  fortune  doom'd  him  to  rehearfe 
A  theme  ill-chofen,  in  ill-chofen  verfe. 

Next  came  Sir  Richard,  but  in  v.'oeful  plight, 
Dryden's  led-horfe  firll  threw  the  lucklefs  knight. 
He  rode  advent'rous  ftill  —  O  who  may  count 
How  oft  he  tried  a  different  fleed  to  mount  ! 
Each  angry  fleed  his  awkward  rider  flung  ; 
Undaunted  ftill  he  fell,  and  falling  fung. 

But  ^fculapius,  who,  with  grief  diftrefl:. 
Beheld  his  offspring  made  a  public  jetl. 
Soon  bade  a  livelier  fon  with  mirth  efface 
The  fhame  he  fuffer'd  from  Sir  Richard's  cafe. 
Swift  at  the  word  his  fprightly  Garth  began 
To  make  an  *  helmet  of  a  clofe-flool  pan  ; 
An  urinal  he  for  his  trumpet  takes, 
And  at  each  blafl  he  blows  fee  Laughter  fhakes. 

Yet  peace  —  new  mufic  floats  on  aether's  wings  ; 
Say,  is  it  harmony  herfelf  who  fings  ; 
No,  while  enraptur'd  fylphs  the  fong  infpire, 
'Tis  Pope  who  fweetly  wakes  the  filver  lyre 
To  melting  notes,  more  mufica'ly  clear 
Than  Ariel  whifper'd  in  Belinda's  ear. 

*  And  his  high  helmet  was  a  clofe-ftool  pan.  Dispensary. 

Too 
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Too  foon  he  quits  them  for  a  (harper  tone; 
See  him,  tho'  Furm'd  to  fill  the  epic  throne. 
Decline  the  Iceptre  of  that  y/ide  domain. 
To  bear  a  Liftor's  rod  in  Satire's  train  ; 
And,  fhroudcd  in  a  mill  of  moral  fpleeo. 
Behold  him  dole  the  villonary  fcene  ! 

VERSES  on  S;r  Jolhua  Reynolds's  Painted  JVindo^  at  Ne-M  College, 

Oxford. 

AH  ftay  thy  treacherous  hand,  forbear  to  trace 
Thofe  faultlefs  forms  of  elegance  and  grace  ! 
Ah,  ceafe  to  fpread  the  bright  trar.fparent  mafs. 
With  Titian's  pen.il,  o'er  the  fpeaking  glafs  ! 
Nor  l^eal,  by  itrokes  of  art  with  truth  conibin'd. 
The  fond  illufions  of  my  wayward  mind  ! 
For  long,  enan;iour'd  ot  a  barbarous  age, 
A  faithlefs  truant  to  the  ciailic  page; 
Long  have  I  lov'd  to  catch  toe  fimple  chime 
Of  minltrel- harps,  and  fpcU  the  fabling  rhyme  ; 
To  view  the  felbve  rites,  the  knighily  play. 
That  deck'd  heroic  Albion's  elder  day  ; 
To  mark  the  mouldering  halls  of  barons  bold. 
And  the  rough  caftle,  call  in  giant  mould; 
With  Gothic  manners  Gothic  arts  explore. 
And  mufe  on  the  magnificence  of  yore. 

But  chief,  enraptar'd  have  1  lov'd  to  roam, 
A  lingering  votary,  the  vaulted  dome. 
Where  the  tall  fhafcs,  that  mount  in  ma/Ty  pride. 
Their  mingling  branches  Ihoot  from  fide  to  fide ; 
Where  elfin  fculptors,  with  fantaftic  clew, 
O'er  the  long  roof  their  wild  embroidery  drew; 
Where  Superftition,  with  capricious  hand. 
In  many  a  maze  the  wreathed  window  plann'd. 
With  hues  romantic  ting'd  the  gorgeous  pane. 
To  fill  with  holy  light  the  wonderous  fane  ; 
To  aid  tiie  builders  model,  richly  rude. 
By  no  Vitruvian  iymmetry  fubdued  ; 
To  fuit  the  genius  of  the  myflic  pile  : 
Whilll  as  around  the  far-retiring  ifle. 
And  fretted  llirines  with  hoary  trophies  hung. 
Her  dark  illumination  wide  fhe  fiung. 
With  new  foltmnity,  the  nooks  profound. 
The  caves  of  death,  and  the  dim  arches  frown'd. 
From  blils  long  felt  unwilling'y  we  pai:: 
Ah,  fpare  the  weaknefs  of  a  loner's  heart  ! 

Vol..  XXV  O  Chafe 
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Chafe  not  the  phantoms  of  my  fairy  dream. 
Phantoms  that  (hrink  at  Reafon's  painful  gleam  ! 
That  fofter  touch,  infidious  artill,  (lay. 
Nor  to  new  joys  my  Uruggling  bread  betray  ! 

Such  was  a  penfive  bard's  miftaken  ftrain. — 
But,  oh,  of  raviili'd  pleafures  why  complain  ? 
No  more  the  matchlefs  fkill  I  call  unkind 
That  ftrives  to  difenchant  my  cheated  mind. 
For  when  again  I  view  thy  chaile  defign. 
The  juft  proportion,  and  the  genuine  line  ; 
Thofe  native  pourtraitures  of  attic  art. 
That  from  the  lucid  furface  feem  to  ftart  ; 
Thofe  tints,  that  fteal  no  glories  from  the  day. 
Nor  afk  the  fun  to  lend  his  ftreaming  ray ; 
The  doubtful  radiance  of  contending  dies. 
That  faintly  mingle,  yet  diftindly  rife  ; 
'Twixt  light  and  Ihade  the  tranfitory  ftrife  ; 
The  feature  blooming  with  immortal  life  : 
The  ftole  in  cafual  foldings  taught  to  flow. 
Not  with  ambitious  ornaments  to  glow ; 
The  tread  majeftic,  and  the  beaming  eye 
That  lifted  fpeaks  its  commerce  with  the  fky  : 
Sudden,  the  fombrous-imagery  is  fled. 
Which  late  my  vifionary  rapture  fed  : 
Thy  powerful  hand  has  broke  the  Gothic  chain. 
And  brought  my  bofom  back  to  truth  again : 
To  truth,  by  no  peculiar  tafte  confin'd, 
Whofe  univerfal  pattern  ftrikes  mankind  ; 
To  truth,  whofe  bold  and  unrefifted  aim 
Checks  frail  Caprice,  and  Fafliion's  fickle  claim  ; 
To  truth,  whofe  charms  Deception's  magic  quell. 
And  bind  coy  Fancy  in  a  ftronger  fpell. 

Ye  brawny  prophets,  that  in  robes  fo  rich. 
At  diftance  clue,  poflefs  the  crifped  niche  ; 
Ye  rows  of  patriarchs,  that  fubiimely  rear'd, 
DifFufe  a  proud  primeval  length  of  beard  : 
Ye  faints,  who  clad  in  crimfon's  bright  array. 
More  pride  than  humble  poverty  difplay  : 
Ye  virgins  meek,  that  wear  the  palmy  crown 
Of  patient  faith,  and  yet  fo  fiercely  frown  : 
Ye  angels,  that  from  golden  clouds  recline. 
But  boaft  no  femblance  to  a  race  divine : 
Ye  tragic  tales  of  legendary  lore. 
That  draw  devotion's  ready  tear  no  more  : 
Ye  martyrdoms  of  unenlighten'd  days. 
Ye  miracles,  that  now  no  wonder  raife  : 
Shapes,  that  with  one  broad  glare  the  gazer  ftrike. 
Kings,  biftiops,  nuns,  apollles,  all  alike  ! 

Ye 
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Ye  colours,  that  th'  unwary  fight  amaze. 
And  only  dazzle  in  the  noontide  blaze  ! 
No  more  the  facred  window's  round  difgrace, 
But  yield  to  Grecian  groupes  the  fhining  fpace. 
Lo,  from  the  canvas  Beauty  fliifts  her  throne, 
Lo,   Pifture's  powers  a  new  formation  own! 
Behold  (he  prints  upon  the  cryftal  plain. 
With  her  own  energy,  th'  expreffive  flain  ! 
The  mighty  mailer  fpreads  his  mimic  toil 
More  wide,  nor  only  blends  the  breathing  oil ; 
But  calls  the  lineaments  of  life  compleac 
Prom  genial  alchymy's  creative  heat  ; 
Obedient  forms  to  the  bright  fufion  gives. 
While  in  the  warm  enamel  Nature  lives. 

Artift,  'tis  thine,  from  the  broad  window's  height^ 
To  add  new  luftre  to  religious  light : 
Not  of  its  pomp  to  ftrip  this  antient  fhrine. 
But  bid  that  pomp  with  purer  radiance  fhine  : 
With  arts  unknown  before,  to  reconcile 
The  willing  Graces  to  the  Gothic  pile. 

ODE  io  tbe  Honourahle  "William  Pitt,  i?;' William  Mason,  ikf.  .</, 

Mjjt'   ocptrup    -jcoTE    (riyxTu    -aarpuMV) 

M/iSe    rao-^    vfAvai^  PiNDAR.    Iflhm.    Ode  2« 

I. 

3  '■■  I" ^  I  S  May's  meridian  reign  ;  yet  Eurus  cold 
Jl.       Forbids  each  Ihrinklng  thorn  its  leaves  unfoldji 
Or  hang  with  filver  buds  her  rural  throne  : 
No  primrofe  fliower  from  her  green  lap  fhe  throws  ♦, 
No  daify,  violet,  or  cowflip  blows. 

And  Flora  weeps  her  fragrant  offspring  gone. 
Hoar  froft    arrefts  the  genial  dew  ; 
To  wake,  to  warble,  and  to  woo 

No  Linnet  calls  his  drooping  love  ; 
Shall  then  the    poet  flrike   the  lyre. 
When  mute  are  all  the  feather'd  quire. 
And  Nature  fails  to  warm  the  Syrens  of  the  grove.' 

II. 

He  Ihalli  for  what  the  fullen  Spring  denies 
The  orient  beam  of  virtuous  youth  fupplies ; 

•  This  exprefllon   is  taken  from  Milton's  fong  on  May  Morning,  to>  wli'ch 
this  ftanza  in  general  alludes,  and  ilie  4.tlv  veii'c  in  tlie  oext. 

O  2  '  That 
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That  moral  dawn  be  his  infpiring  flame. 
Beyond  the  dancing  radiance  of  the  caft 
Thy  glory,  fon  of  Chatham  !   fires  his  brcaft, 
And,  proud  to  celebrate  thy  vernal  fame. 
Hark,  from  his  lyre  the  drain  afcends. 
Which  but  to  Freedom's  fav'rite  friends 

That  lyre  difdains  to  found, 
Hark  and  approve,  as  did  thy  fire  * 
The  lays  which  once  with  kindred  fire 
His  mufe  in  Attic  mood  made  Mona's  oaks  rebound. 

III. 
Long  filent  fince,  fave  when,  in  Keppel's  name, 
Detradlion,  murd'ring  Britain's  naval  fame, 

Rous'd  into  founds  of  fcorn  th'  indignant  firing  f . 
But  now,  replenifh'd  with  a  richer  theme. 
The  vafe  of  harmony  fhall  pour  its  ftream, 

Fan'd  by  free  Fancy's  rainbow- tir.dlur'd  wing. 
Thy  country  too  fhall  hail  the  fong. 
Her  echoing  heart  the  notes  prolong  ; 

While  they  alone  with  f  envy  figh, 
Whofe  rancour  to  thy  parent  dead 
Aim'd,  ere  his  funeral  rites  were  paid. 
With  vain  vindiclive  rage  to   ftarve  his  progeny. 
IV. 
From  earth  and  thefe  the  mufe  averts  her  view. 
To  meet  in  yonder  fea  of  ether  blue 

A  beam  to  which  the  blaze  of  noon  is  pale  ; 
In  purpling  circles  now  the  glory  fpreads, 
A  hoft  of  angels  now  unveil  their  heads. 

While  heav'n's  own  mufic  triumphs  on  the  gale. 
Ah  fee,  two  white-rob'd  feraphs  lead 
Thy  father's  venerable  fhade  ; 

He  bends  from  yonder  cloud  of  gold. 
While  they,   the  minillers  oflight. 
Bear  from  his  breail  a  mantle  bright. 
And  with  the  heav'n-wove  robe  thy  youthful  limbs  enfold. 

V. 
"  Receive  this  myftic  gift,  my  fon  !"  he  cries, 
"   And,  for  fo  wills  the  Sov'reign  of  the  flcies, 

*  The  poem  of  Carai^aciis  was  read  in  MS.  by  the  late  Earl  cf  Cliatham, 
who  honoured  it  with  an  approbation  which  the  author  is  here  proud  to 
record. 

+  See  Ode  to  the  Naval  Officers  of  Great  Britain,  written  1779. 

J  See  the  motto  from  Pindar. 

"  With 
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"  With  this  receive,  at  Albion's  anxious  hour, 
'*   A  double  portion  of  my  patriot  zeal, 
•'   Adive  to  Ipread  the  fire  it  dar'd  to  feel 

*'  'Thro'  raptur'd  fenates,  and  with  awful  power 
"   From  the  fuil  fountain  of  the  tongue 
•*  To  roll  the  rapid  tide  along, 

'•  Till  a  whole  nation  caught  the  flame. 
"  So  on  thy  lire  lliall  heav'n  beitow 
'•   A  blefling  TuUy  fail'd  to  know, 
**  And  redolent  in  thee  difFufe  thy  father's  fame. 

VI. 

*'  Nor  thoa,  ingenuous  boy  !  that  fame  defpife 

'*  Which  lives  and  fpreads  abroad  in  heav'n's  pure  eyes, 

"   The  lalt  belt  energy  of  nobie  mind*; 
•*  Revere  thy  fadier's  fhade  ;  like  him  difdaia 
••  The  tame,  the  limid,  temporizing  train, 
•'   Aivake  to  felf,  to  focial  intercll  blind  : 
"  Young  as  thou  art,  Occafion  calls, 
"Thy  country's  fcale  or  mounts  or  falls 

**  As  thou  and  thy  compatriots  llrive ; 
"  Scarce  is  the  fatal  moment  pail 
"  That  trembling  Albion  deem'd  her  lad:, 
*'  O  knit  the  union  fir'm,  and  bid  an  empire  live. 

VII. 
*•  Proceed,  and  vindicate  fair  Freedom's  claim, 
*'  Give  life,  give  Itrength,  give  fubllance  to  her  name  ; 

"   Tne  nacive  rights  of  man  with  Fraud  conteft  ; 
♦'  Yes,  fnatch  them  from  Corruption's  baleful  power, 
•♦    VVho  dart's,  in  d.iy's  broad  eye,  thofe  rights  devour, 
•'  While  prelates  bow,  and  blefs  the  harpy  feall. 
"   Jf  foil'd  at  iirft,  refume  thycourfe, 
*'  Rife  lirengthen'd  with  Antctin  force, 
"    So  fliall  thy  toil  in  conquellend. 
*•  Let  others  court  the  tinfel  things 
"  That  hang  upon  the  fmile  of  kings, 
"  Be  thine  the  mufe's  wreatii ;  be  thou  the  people" s  friend.'''' 

PROLOG  \3Y.  f^oken  at  the  opening  of  the  Lyceum  at  iMadrafs,  i;?::, 

^~\^  O  Grecia's  ions  while  Freedom  fpread  her  charms, 

Jl^      And  ronz'd  each  lingering  votary  t )  arms. 
The  hoit  of  Alia  o'er  the  Euxine  llrait. 
Broke  like  a  fio<  d,  and  pour'd  refilHcfs  fate. 
No  force  could  check  it,  and  no  bar  withll.ind  ; 
Down  funk  Tnermopyias's  devoted  banu — 

*    In  i-lUdion  to  a  fine  a:id  vvell-kncwn  pnfTage  \\\  Milton's  Lvcidas. 

O  3  The 
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The  fack  of  Athens  fpoke  the  Grecian  doom. 
And  art  and  Icience  fear'd  a  common  tomb. 

Heaven  interpos'd.     Soon  blew  the    tcmpeft  o'er. 
And  left  the  wreck  of  Grandeur  on  the  fliore. 
At  Freedom's  call  returns  the  power  of  tafte, 
Refumes  her  labours,  and  repairs  the  wafte  ; 
On  Pindus'  top  defcend  th'  awarding  nine. 
And  chaplets  frefh  for  favour'd  heroes  twins  ; 
Its  umbrage  brown  Lyceum's  fhade  regains. 
And  breathes  the  majefty  of  Attic  flraiiis ; 
His  lull  reward  there  meets  the  conicious  brave. 
On  land  who  triumph'd,  or  who  rul  d  the  wave  : 
Thence  takes  the  palm  at  Salamis  he  won. 
Or  lives,  immortal  lives !   by  Marathon* 

How  like  the  pifture  to  the  prefent  time! 
The  age  tho'  diftant,  tho'  oppos'd  the  clime. 
With  barbarous  rage  fell  Hyder  leads  his  bands. 
And  empties  kingdoms  on  our  groaning  lands. 
His  ilrength  to  wither,  Britain  s  ftandards  fly; 
Her  navy  triumphs  o'er  his*  Greek  ally  : 
And  Hughes  and  Coote  have  fnatch'd  a  fplendid  praife. 
But  known  to  Spartan  and  Athenian  days. 
O!  give  it  root,  kind  heaven!   v\ide  let  it  fpread* 
*Till  ruin  crufh  this  modern  Xerxes'  head. 

Amid  this  ftrife  on  what  fhall  Wit  rely? 
Where  Tafte  refort,  or  Sentiment  apply  ? 
No  ftage  is  left  to  feed  the  poet's  flame. 
From  Fancy's  mines  to  fpring  the  adder's  fame; 
The  mufes'  hills  the  ruthlefs  awe  invades. 
And  leaves  no  mufic  uhere  it  leaves  no  ftiades : 
No  lips  the  fount  of  Aganippe  talte. 
Save  thofe,  inhuman,  that  frequent  the  wafte  : 
In  groves  and  vallies,  pregnant  once  with  fong. 
Silence  prefides,  or  owls  dilcoidant  throng. 
War,  Gothic  war!  the  glimmering  lighr  denies. 
That  learning  fcatter'd  ,hroi  gh  our  orient  fkies. 

Should  then  fome  bolder  minds  their  view  proclaim. 
To  blow  the  dying  embers  into  flame ; 
With  wit's  remains  to  make  one  glorious  ftand. 
And  from  unletter'd  darknefb  fhield  the  land; 
In  this  retreat  a  new  Lyceum  found. 
And  court  each  rnufe  to  tread  the  fabled  ground; 
Tho'  vain  the  vifion,  tho'  remote  the  end. 
The  wife  fliall  hail  it,  and  the  fair  befriend: 
To  Beauty's  fun  feme  Roicius  homage  pay. 
And  Shakefpeare  flioot  beneath  the  foftering  ray, 

*  France, 

Nor 
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Nor  Ben  nor  Congreve  from  the  fcene  refrain. 
Nor  old  Anacreon,  with  his  Chian  ftrain. 
Mirth  mix'd  with  wifdom,  fhall  afiert  her  rule. 
And  love  enlighten  Ariftjtle's  fchooi. 

PROLOGUE /o  the'Nrw  Comedy  o/Y  hKi£TY .   Spoken  hy  Mr.  KI^-G. 
Written  by  R.  Tickell,  Efq, 

AMID  the  rivals  of  contending  trcide. 
That  court  Variety's  fucceffive  aid. 
Two  neighbouring  houfes  moft  exert  their  cares. 
To  deck  with  novehv  their  patent  wares  ; 
Both  in  their  turns  your  generous  cutlom  gain. 
For  both  a  powerful  company  maintain. 
In  Covent-garden,  and  at  Drury-lane. 
What  emulation  fires  this  rival  pair  ! 

Variety,  their  everlafting  care 

What  choice  aflbrcments  each  prefents  to  view  ! 
New  furbilh'd  remnants,  now  n-Kihole  pieces  new. 
And  now  old  patterns,  by  the  fciflars  fkill, 
Slic'd  into  fatety  like  a  cut  bank-bill. 
Here    all  the  fattin  of  Circaflia  fhines. 
Or  homefpuny?«^with  Scottifh  plaid  combines. 
There  chequered  Harlequins  fair  Virtue  calls 
To  Negro  nymphs,  in  linfey  luoolfey  panxils  \ 
Chiftaws  and  Tidaws  all  the  town  entice — 
True  Eaftern  fplendour  ! — *  nothing  but  full  price.* 
'Tis  go-^d  old  Lun  rebukes  the  haughty  boall. 
Stalks  from  his  tomb,  and  finks  a  half-price  ghoft. 

What  then  tojuftly  win  this  precious  name. 
What  true  Variety  now  fues  for  fame  ? 
Let  your  own  judgment  fix  our  author's  plea 
To  that  we  truft  to-night's  Variety. 
No  foft'ring  paragraph  our  mufe  can  boaft. 
To  flip  young  laurels  in  the  Morning  Poll  j 
Or  call  the  feedling  pufFs,  at  random  fet. 
To  thrive  tranfplanted  in  the  Noon  Gazette. 
Such  bankrupt  tricks  let  falfe  ambition  play. 
And  live  on  paper- credit — day  by  day  ; 
Variety  difdains  to  truft  her  caufe 
To  fclfiih  fiatt'ry,  or  to  bought  applaule. 

What  fays  the  town  ? — do  more — reform— enough 
That  Bruflelles  Gazette  Hop  the  prompter's  puff. 
The  prompter's  eye,  in  a  fine  phrenzy  fit. 
Glances  from  pit  to  box,  from  box  to  pit; 
And  as  his  fancy  bodies  forth  whole  rows, 
Oi  abfcnt  belies,  and  vifionary  beaux, 

O  4  Hia 
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Hi?  fertile  pen  aff;lts  the  idenl  vapours. 
And  gives  tiieni  local  fixture  in  the  papers. 
There  ihc  bold  tropes  of  adulation  glow, 
Relplendenc  crowds  the  teeming  houfe  o'erflow  ; 
Repeated  burils  attend  each  fcene  throughout,  ' 
And  the  play  doles  with  a  general  fuout. 

But  this  hftitious  currency  is  pall 

Fali'e  drafts  on  Fame  mult  be  diigrac'd  at  laft. 
In  wit,  as  wealth,  for  treafure  or  applaufe, 
True  genuine  credit  is  the  public  caufc — 
The  laws  of  tafte  at  leail  (hould  ftili  be  free — 
Afiert  them  kindly  for — Variety. 

EPILOGUE  to  Lady  Cravi-n'j    Arcadian  Pastor al.     Spokin 
hy  Mijs  Faulkener.,    in  the  CharaSier  of  the  Fairy. 

^\~^'  H  T  N  K  not,  good  folks,  becaufe  our  play  is  done — 

X       That  all  my  power  of  Conjuration's  gone  ! 
No  mortal  pow'r  a  fairy  can  difartii. 
And  females  ne'er  give  up  their  right  to  chartn. 
Behold  the  proof!    J  wave  this  wand  thrice  round: — 
Now  you're  all  ftruck  like  llatues—all  fpell-bound  ! 
Ladies,  you  feel  it,   don't  you!   And  you.  Sirs? 
There's  no  one  anfwers  ;  not  a  creature  flirs. 
Well  now,  no  grumbling  !   or,  as  I'm  a  fprite. 
Not  oae'amonglt  you  ffiall  go  home  to-night. 

We  preternatural  thmgs,   'bout  whom,  of  old, 
Xour  prating  nurfes  have  luch  wonders  told. 
Are  ilrangely  falfify'd  I — With  them  our  trade's. 
To  pop  thro'  key-holes,  and  to  pinch  old  maids; 
To  meet,  in  troops,  by  moon- light  on  the  green. 
And  dance,  in  myflic  circles,  round  our  queer.  ! 
This,  and  a  great  deal  more,  as  wife  as  true. 

Some  good  believing  ChrilHans  think  we  do. 
But  know,  a  million  nobler  far  is  ours. 

And  we  to  greater  ends  dired  our  pow'r.s. 

Is  there  a  iruudt  to  whom  fome  thoughtlefs  youth 

Talks,  and  means  nothing,  about  lo-ve  and  truth  f 

Inftant  a  fairy  flies  to  point  the  fnare. 

And  whifper  in  her  ear,  B^-ware  !   Bfware  ! 

Is  there  afenaior  in  all  your  land. 

Who  for  a  bribe  holds  cut  his  venal  hand  ? 

To  twitch  his  fleeve,  our  winged  fquadrons  fly. 

And  whifper  in  his  ear.  Oh, fie!   Oh, fie! 

Is  there  a  douuager,  at  cards  grown  grey, 

Wr.o,  when  flie  lofss,  can  forget  to  cay  ? 

.ihe 
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She  muft  not  think  to  'fcape  the  fairy's  blame  ; 
We  thunder  in  her  ear,  Forjhame  !  For  Jhame  ! 

But,  chief  of  all  your  race,  \^t  young  din^fair 
We  make  with  pleafure  our  peculiar  care  : 
Ev'n  in  their  leall  concerns  we  take  a  part. 
And  deign  to  guide  the  frifcur's  toillome  art. 
Whene'er  Durinda  drelLs  for  the  ball. 
We  hover  o'er  in  clouds  oi Marcfchal ; 
Attend  her  there — there  watch  her  eyes  and  lips. 
And  check,  with  fage  advice,  whene'er  Ihe  trips. 

Such  are  our  tafks — -fare^joell  !  remember  me! 
The  charm  is  broke,  and  now  again  you're  free. 

\^Going,  returns.^ 

Good  heav'as,  I'd  nigh  forgot : — But  1  was  lent 
To  alk,  if  with  our  play  you're  all  content. 
My  little  trembling  friends  impatient  wait. 
To  hear  from  me  your  judgment,  and- their  fate. 
One  too  there  is,  to  whom  your  kind  applauie. 
As  doubly  Hatt'ring,  double  joy  will  caufe  : 
And  jhe  to  merit  moll  concern  appears. 
Who  to  an  author's,  joins  a  mother's  fears. 


EPILOGUE    to    the   Walloons,    hy    th:    Avtho?.. 

O  W  men  are  fcarce,  and  thefe  wide-wafting  wars 
Make  dreadful  havock  of  our  gallant  tars. 
Heroines,  how  fay  you  ?   lliall  the  white  flag  Hy  ? 
Turn  out  the  female  volunteers,  fay  I. 
My  galley,  mand  and  officer'd  by  you. 
Shall  challenge  Cleopatra's  and  her  crew: 
And  doubt  no:,  gentle  warriors,  you  fiiali  lind 
All  foft  accommodations  to  your  mind  : 
O'er  the  white  waves  your  painted  bark  fhall  rife. 
With  enilgn  colour'd  from  the  emperor's  eyes  \ 
Your  ropes  of  filk,  your  decks  with  carpets  fprcad. 
And  fiiver  tiflue  awning  over  head  ; 
Your  firter  Sea- Nymphs,  whcreibe'er  you  fail. 
With  Perjia's  odours  fhall  perfume  the  gale  ; 
iNeptune  in  ftate  upon  your  Hem  (hall  ndc. 
And  powder'd  Tri'.on?  ogle  by  your  fide. 
Then,  French  monficurs,  keep  oir  at  length  or  c:tu;e. 
If  once  we  grapple,  girls,  they'll  find  us  aLu  ; 
Nay,  let  their  boalled  Paris  dames  advance. 
The  blood  of  Britain  'gain ft  the  rou^e  of  France, 
We'll  fairly  fettle  the  :iccount  between  us, 
And  triuinph  on  the  clement  of  Venu.-;. 

For 
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for  Spain,  our  friend  at  heart,  in  arms  our  foe. 
Our  eyes  ftiall  conquer  them  without  a  blow  ; 
By  love  and  mufic  their  foft  fouls  are  won. 
We'll  fight  them  with  guitar,  and  not  with  gun  ; 
Their  generous  lives,  the'  not  their  hearts  we'll  fpare  j 
The  brave,  tbo'  vanquifh'd,  ftill  deferve  the  fair. 

But  for  thofe  flovenly  mynheers,  the  Dutch, 
Let  not  their  trowfers  come  within  my  touch ; 
Oh,  we've  a  rod,  dear  countrymen,  to  tickle 
Thofe  herring  mongers,  fous'd  in  their  own  pickle^ 

But  yoa,  Americans,  who  fpurn  the  bread 
To  which  your  helplefs  infancy  was  preft. 
Ye  unreturning  prodigals,  who  feed 
On  empty  hufks,  and  prefs  the  broken  reed 
Of  Gallic  promifes,  oh  come  and  prove 
A  mother's  pardon  and  a  filler'?  love. 


Account 
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Prefaces,  biographical  and  critical, 
to  the  Works  of  the  Englijh  Poets, 
by  Samuel  Johnfon.  ic  'vd. 
I  zmo. 

THOUGH  the  merits  of  this 
learned  performance  have 
been  long  fince  thefubjedt  of  difcuf- 
fion,  and  its  reputation  be  eftablifh- 
ed  on  the  molt  univerfal  applaufe, 
yet  the  uniformity  of  our  plan,  and 
the  refpeft  due  to  a  name  fo  jufUy 
celebrated,  require  that  we  fhould 
conned  with  our  fo/mer  remarks 
fome  obfcrvations  on  the  laft  fix 
volumes  of  this  valuable  work. 

Perhaps  no  age  or  country  has 
ever  produced  a  fpecies  of  criti- 
cifm  more  perfedl  in  its  kind,  or 
better  calculated  for  general  in- 
llruftion,  than  the  publication  be- 
fore us :  for  whether  we  confider 
it  in  a  literary,  philofophical,  or 
a  moral  view,  we  are  at  a  lofs 
whether  to  admire  moil  the  au- 
thor's variety  and  copioufnefs  of 
learning,  the  foundnefs  of  his 
judgement,  or  the  purity  and  ex- 
cellence "of  his  charader  as  a  man. 

It  is  furely  of  importance  to  the 

rifmg  generation  to  be  fupplied  in 

the  moil  elegant  walk  of  literature 

with    a     guide,    who      points    oat 

what    is     beautiful    in    writin?    as 

««  •  ■  ,   ^ 

well   as  in   aftion,   who    uniformly 

blends  inllrudion  with   amufement, 

who    informs     the    underllanding. 


and  reclifies  the  judgement,  while 
he  mends  the  heii't. 

But  notwithftanding  the  gene- 
ral popularity  of  this  performance, 
and  an  uncommon  degree  of  de- 
cifion  in  its  favour,  it  was  not  to 
be  expedled  that  a  work  of  this 
nature,  indeed  that  any  work, 
fhould  pafs  totally  without  excep- 
tion, or  without  cenfure.  In  fomc 
inftances  it  has  divided  the  opi- 
nions of  the  learned,  in  a  few  it 
has  provoked  the  ieverity  of  cri- 
ticifm ;  with  what  propriety  the 
public  have  judged  from  the 
pamphlets  that  have  appeared,  par- 
ticularly in  defence  of  Gray.  That 
the  dodor  was  not  over  zealous  to 
allow  him  the  degree  of  praife 
that  the  public  voice  had  pretty 
univerfally  affigned  him,  is,  we 
think,  luihciently  apparent.  Par- 
tiality to  his  beautiful  elegy,  had 
perhaps  allotted  him  a  rank  above 
his  general  merits:  that  juilice 
was  the  objcd  of  the  biographer, 
we  cannot  doubt;  but  in  com- 
bating opinions  we  fuppofe  to  be 
erroneous,  we  are  extremely  fub- 
jed  to  fall  ourfelves  into  the  op- 
pofite  extreme,  and  to  this  vve  are 
inclined  to  attribute  whatever  de- 
viations from  the  general  accuracy 
of  the  author  may  be  met  with  in 
the  courfe  of  this  work.  In  this 
opinion  we  are  confirmed  by  in- 
ftances  on  the  other  lide,  where  the 

dodor 
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doftor  feems  to  give  hyperbolical 
praii'e  to  names,  which  h.id  per- 
haps been  iuiFered  to  lie  under 
too  much  uegleft  and  oblivion. 
Whether  ths  origin  of  fomething 
like  an  aJtashment  to  a  particular 
iet  of'  notions,  or  a  fet  of  men, 
mav  be  explained  upon  this  prin- 
ciple, we  leave  our  readers  lo  de- 
termine. That  our  learned  au- 
t  or's  judgement,  has  Ijieen  warped 
©n  ibiiie  luhjeds,  where  party  has 
an  influence,  is  the  opinion  of  pro- 
bab'y  the  greater  number  of  his 
admirers  ;  and  if  it  be  true,  it  is 
a  decifive  argument  to  ihew  the 
prevalence  ol  prejudice,  and  chat 
the  ftiongeft  underltauding  is  not 
always  proof  againlr  its  inroads. 

After  a  very  copious  and  minute 
narrative  of  the  life  and  writings 
of  Addifon,  who  ftands  next  in 
the  arrangement  of  this  edition, 
he  fums  up  the  literary  and  moral 
charailer  of  that  celebrated  author 
by  a  conclufion,  out  of  which  we 
fhall  lay  before  our  readers  the 
foi  lowing  extrads. 

**  Addilon,  in  his  life,  and  for 
fome  time  afterwards,  was  confi- 
dered  by  the  greater  part  of  readers 
as  iupremely  excelling  both  in 
poetry  and  criticifm.  Part  of 
his  reputation  may  be  probably 
afcribed  to  the  advancement  of  his 
fortune  ;  when,  as  Swift  obferves, 
lie  became  a  flatefman,  and  faw 
poets  waiting  at  his  levee,  it  is 
no  wonder  that  praife  was  accu- 
mula.ed  upon  him.  Much  like- 
wife  may  be  more  honourably 
afcribed  to  his  perfonal  charailer  : 
he  who,  if  he  had  claimed  it, 
might  have  cbtained  the  diadem, 
was  not  likely  to  be^  denied  the 
laurel. 

••  His  poetry  is  firfl;  to  be  con- 
fidered  ;  of  which  it   is  to  be  con- 


fefl'ed  that  it  has  not  often  thofe 
felicities  of  didion  which  give 
luilre  10  fcntiments,  or  that  vigour 
cf  fentimcnt  that  animates  dic- 
tion :  there  is  little  of  ardor,  vc- 
hen\ence,  or  tranfport  ;  there  is 
very  rarely  the  avvfulnefs  of  gran- 
deur, and  not  very  often  the  fplen- 
dor  of  elegance.  He  thinks  jafi- 
ly,  but  he  ihinks  fainily.  This  is 
his  general  charad?r ;  to  which, 
doubtlei's,  many  fingie  pafFig.-s 
will  furnifh  exceptions  ;  yet  if 
he  feldom  reaches  iopreme  excel- 
lence, he  rarely  links  into  dulnels, 
and  is  Ifill  more  rarely  entangled 
in  abfurdiy.  He  did  not  irulf 
his  powers  enough  to  be  negli- 
gent. There  is  in  moll  of  his 
compofuions  a  cahnnels  and  equa- 
bility, deliberate  and  cautious, 
fometimes  with  li:tle  that  de- 
ligh  s,  but  feldom  with  any  thing 
that  offends. 

"  As  a  c'l'criber  of  life  and 
manners,  he  muft  be  allowed  to 
iland  perhaps  the  firfl  of  ihe  firil 
rank.  His  humour,  which,  as 
Steele  obferves,  is  peculiar  to 
himfelf,  is  fo  hapj-ily  difrufed  as 
to  give  the  grace  of  novelty  to 
domeftic  fcenes  and  daily  occur- 
rences. He  never  outileps  the 
modefly  of  nature,  nor  raiies  mer- 
riment or  wonder  by  the  violation 
of  tiuth.  His  figures  neither  di- 
vert by  diliortion,  nor  amaze  by 
aggravation.  He  copies  life  wi'h 
fo  much  fidelity,  that  he  can  be 
hardly  f'aid  to  invent :  yet  his  ex-  . 
hibitions  hnve  an  air  io  much  ori- 
ginal, that  it  is  diflicult  to  fup- 
pofc  them  not  merely  the  pndud 
of  imagination. 

"  As   a  teacher  cf  wifdom,   he 

may  be  confidently  followed.     His 

religion    has  nothing   in  it   entl  u- 

Caftic  or  fupcrilitio'us  }  he  appeals 

neither 
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neither  weakly  credulous,  nor  wan- 
tonly fcepiical  ;  his  morality  is 
neither  dangeroufly  lax,  ncr  im- 
pradicaoiy  rigid.  All  the  en- 
chantment ot  fancy,  and  all  the 
cogency  of  argument,  arc  em- 
ployed to  recommend  to  the  reader 
his  real  intermit,  the  care  of  pleaf- 
ing  the  author  of  his  being. 

"  Truth  is  (hewn  fome  imes  as 
the  phantom  of  a  vifibn,  fome- 
times  appears  half  veiled  in  an  al- 
legory ;  loraetiines  attrads  regard 
in  the  robes  of  fancy,  and  fome- 
times  fieps  forth  in  the  confidence 
of  reaion.  She  wears  a  tuoufaud 
dreifes,  and  in  all  is  pleafing. 

Millehabet  ornatiis,  mlilt  decenterhabet. 

"  His  profe  is  the  model  of  the 
middle  llyle  ;  on  grave  iuojecls 
not  formal,  on  light  occafions  not 
groveling  ;  pure  wi  hout  fcrupa- 
loftty,  and  exad  without  apparent 
elaboration  ;  always  equable,  and 
always  eafy,  without  flowing  word^ 
or  pointed  fentences.  Addifon 
never  devia  es  from  his  track  to 
fnatch  a  grace  ;  he  feeks  no  ambi- 
tious ornaments,  and  tries  no  ha- 
;5ardous  innova'io'.is.  liis  page  is 
always  luminous,  but  never  blazes 
in  unexpedled  fplendor. 

"  It  fcijnis  to  have  been  his 
principal  endeavour  to  avoid  all 
harlhnefs  and  feverity  of  didion ; 
he  is  therefore  fomeiimes  v.-'rbofe 
in  his  tranfitions  and  connexions, 
aiid  foineiimcs  defcends  loo  much 
to  the  language  of  converfation  ; 
yet  if  his  language  had  been  iefs 
idiomaticai,  it  might  have  loft 
fomewhat  of  its  genuine  angli- 
ci!m.  What  he  attempted,  he 
performed ;  he  is  never  feeble, 
and  he  did  not  wilh  to  be  ener- 
getic ;  he  is   never   rapid,  and  lie 
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never  flagiiates.  His  fentences 
have  neither  Itudicd  aaip.itude, 
nor  afFcded  brevuy  ;  his  periods, 
though  not  diligently  rounded, 
are  voluble  and  eaiy.  Whoever 
willies  to  attain  an  Engiifn  llyle, 
familiar  but  not  coarfe,  and  ele- 
gant but  not  oitentaiious,  muft 
give  his  days  and  nights  to  the 
volumes  of  Addiion." 

We  could  not  refifl.  the  tempta- 
tion of  tranfcribing  fo  large  a  por- 
tion, as  it  exhibits,  with  a  p  cu- 
liar  happinefs,  the  character  of  a 
mafleriy  wriur,  diawn  by  a  ma- 
fterly  hand. 

The  fixih  volume  con'^ains  the 
lives  of  Gauvilie,  RoA^e,  Tickeil, 
Congre>e,  Fenton,  and  frior. 

Granville  is  dei'cribed  as  all 
amiable  and  accorapiilhed  charac-- 
ter,  but  an  indilFeri.nt  poet  ;  and 
his  fame  is  with  juiHce  afcribed 
rather  to  'he  elevation  o(  his  rank, 
than  to  the  intaiilic  merit  of  his 
works. 

"  Granviiie  was  a  nian  illaflri- 
ous  by  his  birth,  and  ihereforjC 
aitratfted  notice :  Gace  he  is  b/ 
Pope  lUIed  i,^e  poUis,  he  muft  be 
fuppoLd  elegant  in  his  manners, 
and  generally  loved.  He  vvas  in 
times  of  conteft  and  turbulence 
Heady  to  h;s  party,  and  obtained 
that  elleem  which  is  always  con- 
ferred upon  firiAmefs  and  confiil- 
ency.  With  thofe  advantages, 
having  learned  the  art  of  verlify- 
ing,  he  declared  himfelf  a  I'oet, 
and  his  claim  to  the  laurel  was 
allowed." 

After  a  minute  and  ingenious 
inveliigation  of  the  merits  and 
faults  of  his  dramatic  works,  the 
charader  of  Rowe  as  a  writer 
is    fi;mmed  up    in    the    following 

words : 
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words:  "  Whence  then  has  Rowe 
his  reputation  ?  from  the  reafon- 
ablenels  and  propriety  of  fome  of 
his  fcenes,  from  the  elegance  of 
his  diftion,  and  the  fuavity  of  his 
verfe.  He  feldom  moves  either 
pity  or  terror,  but  he  of.en  ele- 
vates the  fentiments ;  he  feldom 
pierces  the  breaft,  but  he  always 
delights  the  ear,  and  often  im- 
proves the  underftanding." 

He  adds, 

**  The  verfion  of  Lucan  is  one 
of  the  greateft  prcdudlions  of  Eng- 
lilli  poetry ;  for  there  is  perhaps 
none  that  fo  completely  exhibits 
the  genius  and  fpirit  of  the  ori- 
ginal. Lucan  is  diftinguifiied  by 
a  kind  of  didlatorial  or  philofo- 
phic  dignity,  rather,  as  Quinti- 
lian  cbferves,  declamatory  than 
poetical ;  full  of  ambitious  mora- 
lity and  pointed  fentences,  com- 
prifed  in  vigorous  and  animated 
lines.  This  charafter  Rowe  has 
very     diligently    and     fuccefsfully 

preferved.  His      verfification, 

which  is  fuch  as  his  contempo- 
rarres  prafcifed,  without  any  at- 
tempt at  innovation  or  improve- 
ment, feldom  wants  either  melody 
cr  force :  his  author's  fenfe  is 
fometimes  a  little  diluted  by  addi- 
tional infufions,  and  fometimes 
weakened  by  too  much  expanfion. 
But  fuch  faults  are  to  be  cxpefted 
in  all  tranflations,  from  the  con- 
ftraint  of  meafures  and  diflimili- 
tude  of  languages.  The  Phar- 
falia  of  Rowe  deferves  more  notice 
than  it  obtains,  and  as  it  is  more 
read,  will  be  more  efteemed." 

To  Tickell,  Congreve,  and 
Prior,  is  affigned  a  portion  of  this 
work  fuitable  to  their  rank,  and 
their  refpeftive  merits  are  cha- 
radterifed    wi;h   great    truth    and 


accuracy  ; — but  the  life  of  Pope 
ftands  eminently  diftinguifhed  by 
the  minutenefs  with  which  it  has 
been  traced,  by  the  variety  of  in- 
formation it  contains,  and  the  va- 
luable criticifm  it  abounds  with. 
The  curiofity  of  the  biographer 
has  followed  him  through  the 
fhade  of  retirement,  through  the 
pleafantry  of  convivial  fociety,  and 
the  tumult  of  his  literary  warfare  ; 
and  the  whole  is  iaterfperfed  with 
reflexions  peculiarly  interefting  to 
the  fcholar  and  the  moralift. 

The  following  extrafts  cannot 
be  unacceptable  to  the  reader. 

*'  Of  his  intelleftual  charafter, 
the  confident  and  fundamental 
principle  was  good  fenfe,  a  prompt 
and  intuitive  perception  of  confo- 
nance  and  propriety.  He  faw  im- 
mediately, of  his  own  conceptions, 
what  was  to  be  chofen,  and  what 
to  be  rejefted  ;  and  in  the  works 
of  others,  what  was  to  be  fhunned, 
and  what  was  to  be  copied. 

"  But  good  fenfe  alone  is  a  fe- 
date  and  quiefcent  quality,  which 
manages  its  paffions  well,  but  does 
not  increafe  them  ;  it  colleds  few 
materials  for  its  own  operations, 
and  preferves  fafety,  but  never 
gains  fupremacy.  Pope  had  like- 
wife  genius;  a  mind  aflive,  am- 
bitious, and  adventurous,  always 
inveftigating,  always  afpiring  ;  in 
its  wildeft  fearches  ftill  longing  to 
go  forward,  in  its  highelt  flights 
ftill  wiftiing  to,be  higher;  always 
imagining  fomcthing  greater  than 
it  knows,  always  endeavouring 
more  than  it  can  do. 

"  To  affill  thefe  powers,  he  is 
faid  to  have  had  great  ftrength  and 
exadlnefs  of  memory.  That  which 
he  had  heard  or  read  was  not  eafily 
lolt,  and    he   had   before  him  not 

onl/ 
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only  what  his  own  meditation  fug- 
gefted,  but  what  he  had  found  in 
other  writers  that  might  be  accom- 
modated to  his  prefent  purpofc. 

"  Thefe  benefits  of  nature  he 
improved  by  inceffant  and  un- 
wearied diligence  ;  he  had  re- 
courfe  to  every  fource  of  intelli- 
gence, and  !oii  no  opportunity  of 
information  ;  he  confulted  the 
living  as  well  as  the  dead  ;  he  read 
his  compofitions  to  his  friends,  and 
was  never  content  with  mediocrity 
when  excellence  could  be  attained. 
He  confidcred  poetry  as  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  his  life,  and  however  he 
might  feem  to  lament  his  occupa- 
tion, he  followed  it  with  con- 
ftancy  :  to  make  verfes  was  his 
firll  labour,  and  to  mend  them  was 
his  lall. 

"  He  was  one  of  thofe  few 
whofe  labour  is  their  pleafure  ;  he 
was  never  elevated  to  negligence, 
nor  wearied  to  impatience  :  he 
never  palled  a  fault  unamended  by 
indifference,  nor  quitted  it  by 
defpair :  he  laboured  his  works 
firft  to  gain  reputation,  and  after- 
wards to  keep   it. 

"  He  profefFed  to  have  learned 
his  poetry  from  Dryden,  whom, 
whenever  ?n  opportunity  was  pre- 
sented, he  praifed  through  his 
whole  life  \\i\\  unwearied  libe- 
rality ;  and  perhnps  his  character 
may  receive  fome  illuftration,  if 
he  be  com  part  d  with  his  mafter. 

*♦  Integrity  of  underltanding 
and  nicety  of  difcernment  were 
r.ot  allotted  in  a  lefs  proportion  to 
Dryden  than  to  Pope.  The  rec- 
titude of  Dryden's  mind  was  fufti- 
ciently  fhewn  by  the  difmifTion  of 
his  poetical  prejudices,  and  the 
rejection  of  unnatural  thoughis 
and  ragged  numbers.  But  Dry- 
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den  never  defired  to  apply  all  the 
judgement  that  he  had.  He  wrote, 
and  profefTed  to  write,  merely  for 
the  people  ;  and  when  he  pleafed 
others,  he  contented  himlelf.  He 
fpent  no  time  in  ftruggles  to  roufe 
latent  powers ;  he  never  attempted 
to  make  that  better  which  was  al- 
ready good,  nor  often  to  mend 
what  he  muft  have  known  to  be 
faulty.  He  wrote,  as  he  tells 
us,  with  very  little  confideration : 
when  neceffity  or  occafion  called 
upon  him,  he  poured  out  what 
the  prefent  moment  happened  to 
fupply  ;  and  when  once  it  had 
pafTed  the  prefs,  ejecled  it  froBS 
his  mind  ;  for  when  he  had  no  pe- 
cuniary interelt,  he  had  no  further 
folicitude. 

"  Pope  was  not  contCRt  to  fatisfy  | 
he  defired  to  excel,  and  therefore 
always  endeavoured  to  do  his  befl; 
he  did  not  court  the  candour,  bat 
dared  the  judgement  of  his  reader  ; 
and  expedling  no  indulgence  from 
others,  he  fhewed  none  to  himfelf. 
He  examined  lines  and  words 
with  minute  and  punflilious  ob- 
fervation,  and  retouched  every 
part  with  indefatigable  diligence, 
till  he  had  left  nothing  to  be  fbf- 
given. 

"  In  acquired  know. ledge  the 
fuperiority  muft  be  allowed  to 
Dryden,  whofe  education  was 
more  fcholaftic,  and  who,  before 
he  became  an  author,  had  been 
allowed  more  time  for  lludy,  with 
better  means  of  information.  His 
mind  has  a  larger  range,  and  he 
colleds  his  images  and  illuAra- 
tions  from  a  more  extenfive  cir- 
cumference of  fciencc.  Dryden 
knew  more  of  man  in  his  general 
nature,  and  Pope  in  his  Iccal 
manners.  The  notions  of  Dry- 
den 
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den  were  formed  by  comprehcn- 
iive  fpeculation,  and  thole  of  Pcpe 
by  minute  attention.  There  is 
more  dignity  in  the  knowledge  of 
Dryden,  and  more  certainty  in 
that  of  Pope. 

*'  Of  geniu?,  that  power  which 
conftitutes  a  poet  ;  that  quality, 
■without  which  judgement  is  cold 
and  knowledge  is  inert ;  that 
energy  which  colleds,  combines, 
amplifies,  and  animates  ;  the  fu- 
periority  muit,  with  fome  hefita- 
tion,  be  allowed  to  Dryden.  It 
is  not  to  be  inferred,  that  of  this 
poetical  vigour  Pope  had  only  a 
little,  becaufe  Dryden  had  more  ; 
for  every  other  writer  fince  Milton 
mufl  give  place  to  Pope  ;  and  even 
of  Dryden  it  rauft  be  faid,  that  if 
he  has  brighter  paragraphs,  he  has 
not  better  poems. 

"  Dryden's  performances  were 
always  hally,  either  excited  by 
fome  external  occafion,  pr  ex- 
torted by  domeftic  neceOity  ;  he 
compcfed  withoiJt  coiifideration, 
and  publifhed  without  corredion  : 
what  his  mind  could  fupply  at 
call,  or  gather  in  one  excurfion, 
was  all  that  he  fought,  and  all 
that  he  gave.  The  dilatory  cau- 
tion of  Pope  enabled  him  to  coa- 
denfe  his  fen:iments,  to  inuitiply 
bis  images,  and  to  accijmulate  all 
that  Itudy  might  produce,  or 
chance  might  fupply.  If  the 
flights  of  Dryden  therefore  are 
higher.  Pope  continues  longer  on 
the  wing.  If  of  Dryden's  tire  the 
blaze  is  brigher,  of  Pope's  the 
heat  is  more  regular  and  conflant. 
Dryden  often  furpalTes  expeftation, 
and  P'pe  never  falls  below  it. 
Dryden  is  read  wi'h  frequent  afio- 
nilhment,  and  Pope  with  perpe- 
tual delisbt." 


Th*e  life  of  the  unfortunate  Sa- 
vage exhibi's  a  melancholy  in- 
ftance  of  uncommon  ability  united 
with  uncommon  diltrefs,  and  what 
is  Hill  more'  remarkable,  and  more 
to  be  lamented,  of  a  mother  rnoft 
unnaturally  anxious  to  accomplifh 
the  milery  of  her  own  ch.Id.  It 
would  be  difficult  to  mention  a 
narrative  throughout  the  whole 
compafs  of  EngliOi  biography, 
calculated  fo  powerfully  to  awaken 
the  reader's  feelings,  to  excite  his 
compaffion  on  the  one  fide,  and 
his  deteflation  on  the  other.  The 
ftory  is  here  told  in  a  manner 
ibikingly  pathetic,  and  interwoven 
with  refledious  that  do  honour  tp 
the  v^ritcr. 

It  concludes  with  the  following 
extradl. 

"  This  relation  will  not  be 
wholly  without  its  ufe,  if  thofe, 
who  languifh  under  any  part  of 
his  fufFerings,  iliall  be  enabled  to 
fortify  their  patience,  by  reflecl- 
ing  that  they  /eel  only  thc/fe  af- 
flictions from  which  the  abilities 
of  Savage  did  not  exempt  him  ; 
or  thofe,  v.ho,  in  confidence  of 
fupeiior  capacities  or  attainments, 
difregard  the  common  maxims  of 
life,  fhall  be  reminded,  that  no- 
thing will  fupply  the  want  of 
pruuence  ;  and  that  negligence 
and  irregularity,  long  continued, 
will  make  knowledge  ufelefs,  wit 
ridiculous,  and  genius  contemp- 
tible." 

Of  the  intermediate  and  fubf?- 
quent  lives  the  ir-oft  eminent  are 
thofe  of  Swift  and  Young.  In 
the  former,  though  well  executed, 
little  new  was  to  be  expected  ; 
and  the  latter  was  writen  by  a 
friend  of  the  author,  and  in  no 
indilFcrent  Hile  of  iajitation. 
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An  EJfay  on  the  Gemus  and  JVritings 
of  Pope. 

TH  E  performance  before  U3 
is  the  fequel  of  a  work  pub- 
liftied  fome  years  ago,  the  avowed 
intention  of  which  was  to  decide 
upon  the  merits  of  Pope,  to  de- 
termine in  what  clafs  of  our  Eng- 
lifh  poets  he  Ifiould  be  ranked,  or 
at  leafl  to  fhew,  that  he  is  not 
entitled  to  a  place  amongft  the 
firft.  The  plan  adopted  by  the 
author  to  prove  his  polition  is  can- 
did and  judicious.  The  whole  of 
the  poet's  works  being  dillindly 
examined,  and  the  particular  beau- 
ties and  defedls  of  each  in  gene- 
ral accurately  remarked.  But  we 
cannot  help  thinking  that  the  ob- 
jecl  of  this  publication  would  have 
been  more  fuccefsfuUy  anlwered, 
had  the  learned  critic  lefs  fre- 
quently indulged  his  peculiar  turn 
for  digreflions  ;  which,  though 
they  are  often  ingenious,  and  ge- 
nerally entertaining,  ferve  only  to 
divert  the  reader  trom  his  main 
purpofe,  by  incumbering  the  me- 
mory, and  diffipating  the  atten- 
tion. It  is  not  meant  to  infinuate, 
that  the  pafTages  we  allude  to  have 
not,  upon  the  whole,  a  natural 
connexion  with  the  fabjeft  in  con- 
fideration  ;  but  we  think  they  are 
often  purfued  too  far  ;  and  it  even 
happens  fometimes,  that  a  train 
of  unexpeded  .efledions  is  fo  in- 
troduced, that  we  are  furprift^d  at 
length  to  rel'ums  the  thread  of  the 
original  work.  Dr.  Warton  dif- 
covers  an  extenfive  knowledge  of 
Italian  literature,  and  an  elegant 
tifte  for  the  fine  arts: — but  re- 
marks on  Ariofto  and  Petrarch, 
are  not  remarks  upon  Pope  ;  and 
the  moll  accurate  difquifition  on 
architedlure  or  painting,  is  at  bell 
Vol.  XXV. 


but  unfeafonable,  if  it  has  no  re- 
lation to,  or  is  but  flighcly  con- 
nected with,  the  proper  objeil  of 
our  attention.  Among  the  re- 
marks on  the  Temple  of  Fame,  are 
the  following. 

High  on  his  car  Ssfoftrls  ftruck  my  view. 
Whom  fceptrcJ  flavas  in  golden  harnefs 

drew  ; 
His  hands  a  bow  and  pointed  jav'lin  hold  j 
His  giant  limbs  are  ann'd  in  fcales  of 

gold. 

"  This  cololTal  ftatue  of  the  jce- 
lebrated  eaitern  tyrant  is  ner  very 
llroiigly  imagined.  As  Pniuias  is 
faid  to  have  received  his  ideas  of 
majelly  in  his  famous  Jupiter,  irom 
a  palTage  in  Homer,  fo  it  is  to  be 
wifhsd,  thar  our  author's  imagi- 
nation had  been  infiiraed  and  en- 
larged, by  fludying  Milton's  mag- 
nificent Picture  of  Satan.  The 
word  hold  in  the  third  lirje  is  par- 
ticularly feeble  and  fiat. — It  is 
well  known  that  the  Egyptians,  in 
all  their  produ£hlons  of  art,  mif- 
took  the  gigantic  for  the  fublime, 
and  greatnefs  of  bulk  for  greatnefs 
of  manner." 

Of  what  we  have  here  quoted, 
fome  part  is  appofi:e  enough,  and 
the  relt  is  without  doubt  true  ;—- 
but  the  application  of  the  fcjllow- 
ing  extract  is  not  quite  fo  ob- 
vious. 

Of  Gothic  iiru5ture  was  the  northern  fide. 
Overwrought  with  ornaments  of  barb'rous 
pride. — 

*'  Thofe  who  have  confidered  the 
theory  of  architelture,  fays  a  writer 
wiio  had  throughly  ftudied  it,  tell 
us,  the  proportions  of  the  three 
Gr.ncian  orders  were  taken  from 
the  human  body,  as  the  moll  beau- 
tiful and  pertcct  production  of  na- 
ture.— Hence  were  derived  thofe 
graceful  ideas   of  column  ,  which 

?  had 
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had  a  charadler  of  ftrength  without 
clumfinefs,  and  of  delicacy  with- 
out weaknefs.  Thofe  beautiful 
proportions  were,  I  .^'j  taken 
originally  from  nature,  which,  in 
her  creatures,  as  hath  been  al- 
ready obferved,  referreth  to  fome 
ufe,  end,  or  defign.  The  Gon- 
fiezza  alfo,  or  fwelling,  and  the 
diminution  of  a  pillar,  is  it  not  in 
iuch  proportion  as  to  make  it  ap- 
pear flrong  and  light  at  the  fame 
time  ?  in  the  fame  manner,  mult 
not  the  whole  entablature,  with 
its  projedions,  be  fo  proportion- 
ed, as  to  feem  great,  but  not  hea- 
vy ;  light,  hut  not  little  ;  inaf- 
much  as  a  deviation  into  either 
extreme,  would  thwart  that  reafon 
and  ufe  of  things,  wherein  their 
beauty  is  founded,  and  to  which 
it  is  fubordinate  ? 

"  The  entablature  and  all  its 
parts  and  ornaments,  architrave, 
freeze,  cornice,  triglyphs,  me- 
topes, modiglion?,  and  the  relt, 
have  each  an  ufe,  in  giving  firm- 
itefs  and  union  to  the  building,  in 
protefting  it  from  the  weather,  in 
calling  off  the  rain,  in  reprefent- 
ihg  the  ends  of  the  beams  with 
their  internals,  the  produdlion  of 
the  rafters,  and  fo  forth.  And 
if  we  confider  the  graceful  angles 
in  frontifpieces,  the  fpaces  be- 
tween the  columns,  or  the  orna- 
-ments  of  the  capitals,  Ihall  we  not 
£nd  that  their  beauty  arifeth  from 
the  appearance  of  ufe,  or  the  imi- 
tation of  natural  things,  whofe 
beauty  is  originally  founded  on 
the  fame  principle?  Which  is  in- 
deed the  grand  diftindlion  between 
Grascian  and  Gothic  architefcure, 
the    latter   being  fantaftical,    and 


accounts  for  all  the  beauties, 
graces,  and  ornaments  of  the 
other.— ——Alciphron,  vol.  l . 
dial.  3." 

So  far  as  this  extraft  is  intend- 
ed to  fnew  the  propriety  of  the 
poet's  exprefiion,  in  applying  the 
epithet  of  barbarous  to  the  orna- 
ments of  Gothic  architefture,  it  is 
not  totally  foreign  to  the  purpofe  ; 
— the  diftindion  between  Grecian 
and  Gothic  architedure  is  accu- 
rately marked,  and  the  fuperiority 
of  the  former  ellablilhed  on  ita 
proper  bafis. 

However,  it  is  obvious  to  feleft 
paflages,  where  the  author,  not 
contended  with  this  defultory  fpe- 
cies  of  criticifm,  enters  into  a 
more  minute  inveftigation  of  the 
works,  and  characterizes  its  merits 
with  penetration  and  ability. 

"  There  fat  Zamolxis  with  erefted  eyes, 
A)i<.l  Odin  herein  mimic  trances  diesj 
Tlicre  on  rude  iron  columns,  fmear'd  with 

blood, 
Tiie   horrid   forms   of  Scythian  heroes 

Itood, 
Dniids  and  bards  (their  once  loud  hai-ps 

unltrung) 
And  youths  that  died  to  be  by  poets  fung." 

**  In  thefe  beautiful  verfes  W8 
mud  admire  the  pollures  of  Za- 
molxis and  Odin,  which  exaftly 
point  out  the  characters  of  thefe 
famous  legiflators,  and  inltrudtors 
of  the  northern  nations.'  As 
exprcfiive,  and  as  much  in  cha- 
rader,  are  the  figures  of  old  he- 
roes, druids  and  bards,  which  are 
reprefented  as  ftanding  on  iron 
pillars  of  barbarous  workman- 
Ihip ;  they  remind  one  of  that 
groupe  of  perfonages,  which  Vir- 
gil, a  lover  of  antiquity,  as  every 


for  the  moll  part  founded  neither  real  poet  mult  be,  has  judicioufly 
in  nature  nor  reafon,  in  neceffity  placed  before  the  palace  of  Lati- 
Kor  ufe,   the  appearance  of  which    nus. 

Quinetiam 
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Quinetiam  vetenim  effigies  ex  oidine  avo- 

rum, 
Antiqua  e  ccdro,  Italufq;  paterq;  Sabinus 
Vitifator,  curvam  fervans  fub  imagine  fal- 

cem  } 
Sahirnufq;  fenex,Janiq;  bifrontis  imago, 
Veftibulo  albbant." — 

He  concludes  his  examination 
of  this  poem  with  the  following 
remarks. 

"  In  finifhing  this  feiSlion,  we 
may  obferve,  that  Pope's  altera- 
tions of  Chaucer,  are  introduced 
with  judgment  and  art;  that  thefe 
alterations  are  more  in  number, 
and  more  important  in  conduct, 
than  any  Dryden  has  made  of  the 
fame  author.  This  piece  was 
communicated  to  Steele,  who  en- 
tertained a  high  opinion  of  its 
beauties,  and  who  conveyed  it  to 
Addifon.  Pope  had  ornamented 
the  poem  with  the  machinery  of 
guardian  angels,  which  he  after- 
wards omitted.  He  fpeaks  of  his 
work  with  a  diffidence  uncommon 
in  a  young  poet,  and  which  does 
him  credit.  No  errors,  fays  he 
to  Steele,  are  fo  trivial,  but  they 
deferve  to  be  mended.  I  could 
point  to  you  feveral,  but  it  is  my 
bulinefs  to  be  informed  of  thofe 
faults  I  do  not  know  ;  and  as  for 
thofe  I  do,  not  to  talk  of  them, 
but  mend  them.  I  am  afraid  of 
nothing  fo  much  as  to  impofe  any 
thing  upon  the  world  which  is 
unworthy  of  its  acceptance" 

His  obfei  vations  on  the  poem  of 
January  an4  May,  the  Wife  of 
Bath,  and  'Tranjlutiorts  of  St  alius 
end  Ovid,  are  thus  introduced. 

"  The  firil  dawnings  of  polite 
literature  in  Italy,  appeared  in 
tale  writing  and  fables.  Boccace 
gave  a  currency  and  vogu^  to  this 
fpecies  of  compofition.  He  col- 
ledcd   many  of  the  common  tales 


of  his  country,  and  delivered  them 
in  the  purelt  ftile,  enlivened  with 
intercfting  circumltances.  Sac- 
.chetti  publidied  talcs  before  him, 
in  which  are  many  anecdotes  of 
Dante  and  his  cotemporaries. 
Jjoccace  was  faintly  imitated  by 
feveral  Italians,  Poggio,  Bandello, 
Cinthio,  Firenzuola,  Malcfpini, 
and  others.  Machiavel  himfelf 
did  honour  to  this  fpecies  of  writ- 
ing by  his  Belphegor. 

"  To   produce      and     carry    on 
with    probability    and    decorum    a 
feries  of  events,  is   the  moft  diffi- 
cult  work    of  invention ;    and     if 
we  were  minutely  to  examine  the 
popular    ttories     of  every    nation, 
we    iliould   be  amazed  to  find  how 
few   circumltances  have   been  ever 
invented.     Fads    and    events  have 
been  varied  and  modified,   but  to- 
tally   new    fads     have    not    been 
created.     The  writers   of  the  old 
romances,   from  whom  Ariofto  and 
Spenfer  have  borrowed  fo  largely, 
are  fuppofed   to  have  had  copious 
imaginaiions  ;    but   may    they   not 
be  indebted,    for    their   invulnera- 
ble heroes,    their    monftcrs,    their 
enchantments      their     gardens    of 
pleafure,    their  winged  ileeds,   and 
the    like,    to  the    bchidna,    to  the 
Circe,    to    the  Medea,  to   the   A- 
chilles,     to     the    Syrens,     to     the 
Harpies,  to    the  Phryxus,  and   the 
BcUerophon   of  the   ancients?  The 
cave  of  Polypheme  might   furnifli 
out   the  ideas   of  iheir  giants,  and 
Andromeda    might   give    occafirn 
for    ftories     of   diftrefled     damfels 
on  the  point  of  being  devoured  by 
dragons,  and   delivered   at  fuch   a 
critical    feafon    by    their  favourite 
knights.     Some  laint  traditions  of 
the     ancients    might     have     been 
kept  glimmering  and   alive  during 
the  whole  barbarous  ages,  a»  they 
P  2  ar» 
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are  called  ;  and  it  is  not  impofli- 
ble,  but  thefe  have  been  the  pa- 
rents of  thf  Genii  in  the  eartern, 
and  the  Fairies  in  the  weftern 
world.  To  iay  that  Aniadis  and 
Sir  Triflau  have  a  claflical  foun- 
dation, may  at  firft  fight  appear 
paradoxical  ;  but  if  the  fubjedl 
were  examined  to  the  bottom,  I 
am  inclined  to  think,  that  the 
wildeft  chimeras  in  ihofe  books  of 
chivalry,  with  which  Don  Quix- 
ote's library  was  furnifhed,  would 
be  found  to  have  a  clofe  connec- 
tion with  ancient  mythology. 

"  We  of  this  nation  have  been 
remarkably  barren  in  our  inven- 
tions of  faft?  ;  we  have  been  chief- 
ly borrowers  in  this  fpecics  of 
compofition  ;  as  the  plots  of  our 
jnoft  applauded  plays,  both  in  tra- 
gedy and  comedy,  may  vvitnefs, 
which  have  generally  been  taken 
from  the  novels  of  the  Italians  and 
Spaniards. 

*'  The  jflory  of  Jav.unry  and 
May,  now  before  us,  is  of  the 
comic  kind,  ar  d  the  charafter  of 
a  fond  old  dotard  betrayed  ii?to 
difgrace  by  sn  unfuitable  match, 
is  fupported  in  a  lively  manner. 
Pope  has  endeavoured,  fuitably 
to  familiarize  the  ftateiinefs  of  our 
heroic  meafure,  in  this  ludicrous 
narrative  ;  but  a!fter  all  his  pains, 
this  meafure  is  not  adapted  to 
fjch  fubjefts,  fo  well  as  the  lines 
of  four  feet,  or  the  French  num- 
bers of  Fontaine. 

*'  Fontaine  is,  in  truth,  the 
capital  and  unrivalled  writer  of 
comic  tales.  Pie  generally  took 
his  fubjedls  from  Bcccace,  Pog- 
gius,  and  Aricilo ;  but  adorned 
them  with  fo  many  natural  ftrokes, 
with  fuch  quaintnefs  in  his  reflec- 
tions,   and    fuch    a    dryncfs    and 


archnefs  of  humour,  as  cannot  fail 
to  excite  laughter 

"  Our  Prior  has  happily  caught 
his  manner,  in  many  of  his  lighter 
tales  ;  particularly  in  Hans  Car- 
ve!, the  invention  of  which,  if  its 
genealogy  be  worth  tracing,  is 
firit  due  to  Poggius,  It  is  found  in 
the  hundred  and  thirty  third  of 
his  Faceiicc,  where  it  is  entitled 
*  Vifio  Francifci  Philelphi;'  from 
hence  Rabelais  infer  ted  it,  under 
another  title,  in  his  third  book  and 
twenty-eighth  chapter  ;  it  was  af- 
terwards related  in  a  book  called 
'  The  Hundred  Novels  ;'  Arioilo 
finiflies  the  fifth  of  his  incompara- 
ble fatires  with  it  ;  Malefpini  alfo 
made  ufe  of  it  ;  Fontaine,  who 
imagined  Rabelais  to  be  the  in- 
ventor of  it,  was  the  fixth  author 
who  delivered  it,  as  our  Prior  was 
the  laft ;  and  perhaps  not  the  leaft 
fpirited." 

Though  we  were  principally  in- 
duced to  infert  this  quotation,  on 
account  of  the  ufeful  information 
it  contains,  yet  we  mLjll:  obferve, 
that  it  abundantly  proves  the  juft- 
ncfs  of  what  has  been  advanced 
rcfpeCting  the  author's  digreffive 
mode  of  writing. 

His  obfervations  on  the  Ejfay  on 
Man,  are  a  fpecimen  ot  juit  and 
elegant  criticifm. 

"  The  EiFay  on  Man  is  as  clofe 
a  piece  of  argument,  admitting 
its  principles,  as  perhaps  can  be 
found  in  verfe.  Pope  informs  us 
in  his  firji  preface,  that  he  choie 
this  epillolary  way  of  writing, 
notwithftanding  his  fubjedt  was 
high,  and  of  dignity,  becaufe  of 
its  being  mixed  wiih  argument, 
which  of  its  nature  approacheth 
to  profe.  He  has  not  wandered 
into  any  ufelefs  digrelfions,  has  em- 
ployed 
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ployed  no  fidions,  no  tale  or  Hory, 
and  has   relied  chiefly  on  the  poe- 
try of  his  ftile,  for   the   purpofe  of 
intereiling    his  readers. — His    ftile 
is  concife  and  figurative,    forcible 
and  elegant.     He   has    many    me- 
taphors  and    images,    artfully  in- 
terfperfed    in    the    drielt    paifages, 
which  Hood  moft  in  need  of  fuch 
ornaments.     Neverrhelefs  there  are 
too   many    lines,    in    this    perfor- 
mance,    plain    and    profaic.     The 
meaner  the  fubjedl  is  of  a  precep- 
tive poem,    the  more  ftriking  ap- 
pears  the    art  of   the    poet  ;  it  is 
even  of  ufe  perhaps   to  chufi  a  low 
fubjed.     In  this  refpei^  Virgil  had 
the  advant.ige  over  Lucretius  ;   the 
latter,    with    all    his    vigour    and 
fublimity  of  genius,   could   hardly 
fatisfy  and  come    up   to  the  gran- 
deur of  his  theme.     Pope  labours 
under  the  fame   difficulty.     If  any 
beauty  in  this  cffay  be  uncommon- 
ly tranfcer.dent   and   peculiar,  it  is 
Brevity    of   Diction  ;    which   in    a 
few    inllances,    and    thofe    pardon- 
able,  has  occafioncd  obfcurity.     It 
is    hardly     to    be    imagined     how 
much    ferife,    how  much    thinking, 
how    much    obfervation  on    human 
life,    is    condenfed    together    in    a 
fniall    compafs.     He  was  fo  accuf- 
tomed   to  confine    his    thoughts   in 
rhyme,  that    he  tells  us,  he  could 
exprefs     them    more    fhortly    this 
way,  than   in  profe  itfelf.     On   its 
firft     publication.     Pope    did     not 
own  it,  and  it  was   given   by   the 
public  to  Lord   Paget,  Dr.  Young, 
Dr.   Defaguliers,    and    others,     E- 
ven   Swifc  feems  to  have   been  de- 
ceived ;   there  is  a  remarkable  paf- 
fage  in  one  of  his  letters  !  '   I  con- 
fefs  I  did  never  imagine  you  were 
fo    deep    in    morals,     or    that    fo 
many     new    and     excellent     rules 
could     be    produced    fo    advanta- 


geoufly  and  agreeably  in  that 
fciencc,  fiom  any  one  head.  1 
confcfs  in  fome  places  I  was  forced 
to  read  twice ;  I  believe  I  told 
you    before     what    the    Duke    of 

D faid    to    me   on    that 

occafion  ;  how  a  judge  here  who 
knows  you,  told  him,  tha:  on  the 
firft  reading  thofe  eilays,  he  was 
much  pieafed,  but  found  fome 
lines  a  little  dark  ;  on  the  fe- 
cond,  moil  of  them  cleared  up, 
and  his  pleafure  increafed  ;  on 
the  third,  he  had  no  doubt  re- 
maining, and  then  he  admired  the 
whole.' 

"  The  fubjecl  of  this  eflay  is 
a  vindication  of  Providence,  in 
which  the  poet  propofes  to  prove, 
t!):u  of  all  poiiioic  fyftems,  infinite 
wildom  has  formed  the  bell ;  that 
in  fuch  a  fyftem,  coherence,  union, 
fiil-.ordination,  are  necelfary  ;  and 
if  fo,  that  appearances  of  evil,  both 
moral  :^nd  natural,  are  alio  ne- 
ceffary  and  unavoidable  ;  that  the 
feeming  defects  and  blemifhes  in 
the  univcrfe,  confplre  to  its  ge- 
neral beauty  ;  that  as  all  parts  in 
an  animal  are  not  eyes,  and  as 
in  a  city,  comedy,  or  pidure,  all 
rank?,  charaflers,  and  colours, 
are  not  equal  or  alike  ;  even  fo 
excefi'es,  and  contrary  qualities, 
contribute  to  the  proportion  and 
harmony  of  the  univerfal  fyllem  ; 
thac  it  is  not  ftrange,  that  we 
fnould  not  be  able  to  difcover 
perfedtion  and  order  in  every  in- 
ftance  ;  becaufe  in  an  infinity  of 
things  muwaliy  relative,  a  mind 
which  fees  not  infinitely,  can  fee 
nothing  fully. 

"  This  dodrine  wns  inculcated 
by  Plato  and  the  Stoics,  but 
more  amply  and  particularly  by 
the  later  Platoni:1s,  and  by  An- 
toninus and  Simplicius.  In  illuf- 
P  3  tracing 
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trating  his  fubjeft,  Pope  has  been 
;nuch  more  deeply  iadebted  to  the 
Theodicee  of  Leibnitz,  to  Arch- 
bifhop  King's  Origin  of  Evil,  and 
to  the  Moralifts  of  Lord  Shaftel- 
bury,  than  to  the  philolophers 
above-mentioned.  The  late  Lord 
Bathurft  repeatedly  affured  me, 
that  he  had  read  the  whole  fcheme 
of  the  Effay  on  Man,  in  the  hand 
writing  of  Eolingbroke,  and  drawn 
up  in  a  feries  of  propofitions, 
which  Pope  was  to  verfify  and 
illuftrate ;  in  doing  which,  our 
poet,  it  mufi  be  confefTed,  left  fe- 
veral  paflages  fo  expreffed,  as  to 
be  favourable  to  fatalifm  and  ne- 
cefTity,  notwithllanding  all  the 
pains  that  can  be  taken,  and  the 
turns  that  can  be  given  to  thofe 
paflages,  to  place  them  on  the 
fide  of  religion^  and  make  them 
coincide  with  the  fundamental  doc- 
trines of  revelation. 


Awake,  my  St.  John,  leave  all  meaner 

things 
To  low  amhiiiijn,  and  the  pride  of  kings  j 
Let  us,  fince  life  can  Utile  more  lupply 
Than  juft  to  look  about  us,  and  to  die. 
Expatiate  free  o'er  all  this  fcene  of  man  ; 
A  migi.ty  maze  I  but  not  without  a  plan. 
Epift.  I. 

"  This  opening  is  awful,  and 
commands  the  attention  of  the 
reader.  The  word  anxrake  has  pe- 
culiar force,  and  obliquely  al- 
ludes to  his  noble  friend's  leaving 
his  political,  for  philofophical 
purfuits." 

The  whole  of  this  excellent 
poem,  and  of  the  moral  elTays, 
are  examined  with  a  critical  mi- 
nutenefsj  and  Dr.  Warton's  de- 
terminate judgment,  refpeding  the 
merits  of  his  author,  is  beil  col- 
lected from  the  ccnclufion  of  this 
enquiry. 


/ 

"  Thus  have   T  endeavoured  to 
give  a  critical  account,  with   free- 
dom, but  it  is  hoped  with  impar- 
tiality, of  each   of  Pope's  works  ; 
by  which    review    it  will    appear, 
that  the  latgeft  portion  of  them  is 
of  the  didadic,    moral,    and  faty- 
ric  kind  ;    and    confequently,    not 
of  the  moft  poetic  fpecies  of  poe- 
try ;    whence   it    is    manitert,    that 
good  fenfe  and  judgment  were  his 
charadleriftical  excellencies,  rather 
than    fancy    and    invention  ;     not 
that    the    author  of    the    Rape    of 
the    Lock,    and     Eloifa,    can    be 
thought   to  want   imagination,   but 
becaufe    his    rmagination    was    not 
his     predominant     talent,    becaufe 
he  indulged    it    not,    and    becaufe 
4ie  gave  not  fo  many  proofs  of  this 
talent  as  of  the  other.     This    turn 
of  mind   led  him  to  admire  French 
models  ;  he  ftudied   Boileau  atten- 
tively ;   formed   himfelf  upon  him, 
as    IVIihon    formed    himfelf    upon 
the    Graecian  and    Italian    Sons  of 
Fancy.      He   lluck    to    defcribing 
modern  manners  ;  but  thofe  man- 
ners,   becaufe    they    are    familiar, 
uniform,    artificial,    and    poliflied, 
are,    in    their    very    nature,    unfit 
for  any    lofty  effort  of  the    mufe. 
He  gradually  became    one  of    the 
mOil     correft,     even,     and     exaft 
poets   that    ever    wrote ;  polifhing 
his  pieces  with  a  care  and  aflidui- 
ty,  that  no   bufinefs   or    avocation 
ever    interrupted:    fo    that    if   he 
does    not     frequently    ravilh    and 
tranfport   his  reader,  yet   he   does 
not  difguft    him    with    unexpedled 
inequalities,    and     abfurd    impro- 
prieties.     Whatever    poetical    en- 
thufiafm    he   aftually  poffeffed,  he 
withheld  and   ftifled.     The  perufal 
of  him  alFeds  not  our  minds  with 
fuch    ftrong    emotions    as    we    feel 
frpm  Homer  and  Milton  j  fo  that 

no 
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no  man  of  a  true  poetical  fpirit, 
is  nsafter  of  himfelf  while  he  reads 
them.  Hence,  he  is  a  writer  fit 
for  univerfal  perufal  ;  adapted  to 
all  ages  and  llations  ;  for  the  old 
and  for  the  young  ;  the  man  of 
bufinefs  and  the  icholar.  He  who 
would  think  the  Faery  Queen, 
Palamon  and  Arclte,  the  Tempeft 
or  Comus,  childifh  and  romantic, 
might  relifl^  Pope.  Surely  it  is 
no  narrow  and  niggardly  enco- 
mium to  fay  he  is  the  great  poet  of 
reafon,  the  firft  of  ethical  authors 
in  verfe.  And  this  fpecies  of 
writing  is,  at'ter  all,  the  fureft  road 
to  an  extenlive  reputation.  It  lies 
more  level  to  the  general  capaci- 
ties of  mcHj  than  the  higher  flights 
of  more  genuine  poetry. — 

**  Where  then,  according  to 
the  queflion  propoled  at  the  be- 
ginning ofthisefiay,  (hall  we  with 
jullice  be  authorifed  to  place  our 
admired  Pope  ?  Not,  alTuredly,  in 
the  fame  rank  with  Spenfer, 
Shakefpeare,  and  Milton  ;  how- 
ever jultly  we   may   applaud   the 


Eloifa  and  Rape  of  the  Lock  ; 
but,  confidering  the  corredlnefs, 
elegance,  and  utility  of  his  works, 
the  weight  of  fentiment,  and  the 
knowledge  of  man  they  contain, 
we  may  venture  to  affign  him  a. 
place,  next  to  Milton,  and  juft 
above  Dryden.  Yet,  to  bring  our 
minds  fleadily  to  make  this  deci- 
fion,  we  mull:  forget,  for  a  mo- 
ment, the  divine  mufic  cde  of 
Dryden ;  znd  may  perhaps  then 
be  compelled  to  confefs,  that 
though  Dryden  be  the  greater  ge- 
nius, yet  Pope  is  the  better  ar- 
tilt. 

"  The  preference  here  given 
to  Pope,  above  other  modern 
Englifh  poets,  it  mult  be  remem- 
bered, is  founded  on  the  excel- 
lencies of  his  works  in  general, 
and  taken  all  together ;  for  there 
are  parts  and  pafTages  in  other 
modern  authors,  in  Young  and  in 
Thomfon,  for  inftance,  equal  to 
any  of  Pope  ;  and  he  has  written, 
nothing  in  a  llrain  fo  truly  fub* 
lime,  as  the  Bard  of  Gray." 
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The  Hiftory  of   EUROPE. 


C    H    A    p.        I. 

Retro/pecli-ve  fien-v  of  affairs  in  the  Eajl,  <vjhich  led  to  the  late  alarming 
and  dangerous  fituation  of  the  Britijh  en:p:re  in  India.  State  of  the  na- 
ti'-ve  po^vers,  ^Mith  rejpect  to  each  other,  and  to  the  Eaji  India  Company, 
Greatne/s  of  the  Maratta  empire ;  and  nature  of  its  po^wer^  rcfources, 
and  go'-vertunent.  Infant  Ram-Rajah  dgpofed,  and  a  government  of 
minijiers,  called  the  PaiJJ>xvajhip,  fuhftituted  in  his  place.  Ragonaut 
Ro<w,  being  obliged  to  abandon  Pconah  and  his  country,  for  the  afjafjina- 
tion  of  his  nephe-jj,  the  young  Paifhnjja,  flies  for  refuge  to  Bombay.  Pro- 
teuton  afforded  to  Ragonaut,  lays  the  fcundation  of  all  the  fubfequent 
ivars  ivith  the  Marattas.  Treaty  of  friendjhip  and  alliance  het-iveen  the 
Eafl  India  Company  and  H)der  Ally,  concluded  at  Madras  in  the  year 
J  769.  Refufal  to  fnrnijh  Hydcr  \viih  the  fuccaurs  ftipulated  by  treaty, 
in  his  fubfequent  r.iiucus  ivar  ivith  the  Marattas,  eftranges  that  pri?ice 

from  the  ccmpan-;,  and  cccajions  his  ejnbracing  French  conncclions.  Treaty 
concluded  at  Bombay  nvilh  Ragonaut  Roxv.  Wcu-  entered  into  ivith  the 
Marattas  for  his  refioration  to  po^ver.  I/land  of  Salfette,  Baroach, 
arid  other  places  conquered.  Treaty  of  Pconah  ;  by  <vchich  Ragonaut  is  to 
he  gii-en  up,  and  the  neiv  conqucfls  are  confirmed  to  the  company.     Ne^u 

fyjlems  of  policy  adopted.  Ragonaut  Ro^xj  is  fill  protected,  and  I'arious 
intrigues  entered  into  for  a  revolution  in  the  Maratta  government  in  his 

favour.  Nenx-  demands  to  be  made  upon  the  Court  of  Pconah,  the  rejec~ 
tion  of  iihich  are  to  be  deemed  violations  of  the  late  treaty.  Strong 
military  force  under  Colonel  Lcf.ie,  fent  acrcfs  the  continent  from  Bengitl. 
Proceedings  of  that  detachment ;  Leflie  dies,  and  is  fucceeded  by  Colonel 
Coddurd.      Propcfals  far  a  treaty  vjith  Moodajee  Bocfa,  the    Rajah    of 

^  Bcrar, 
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Berar,  fcr  placing  him  at  the  head  of  the  Ivlaratta  empire.  The  Court 
cf  Poonah  refujing  to  comply  luith  the  ttenv  demands,  the  Britijh  rejident 
is  ivithdrazvf:,  and  the  Bombay  army  landed  on  the  continent,  in  order  to 
accompany  Raganaut  Rciv  to  that  capital.  Army  being  furrounded,  and  all 
means  of  retreat  ^ut  o£\  a  capitulation  takes  place.  Moderate  terms  impofed 
by  the  Marattas  in  the  treaty  of  IV or  gaum.  Ragotiaut  Ro-iv  is  gi'ven  up, 
and  the  army  conducted  by  a  body  of  Maratta  borje  to  the  Jea  coajl,  <where  it 
embarks  for  Bombay.  [p.  I 

CHAP.      II. 

Situation  and  condutl  of  Moodajee  Boofa,  the  Rajah  of  Berar.  Gen.  God- 
dard  paJJ'es  the  herbudda  n>jtth  the  army,  -jjho  are  liberally  fuppUed  --vjith 
pro'vifeons  and  neceffaries  in  the  dominions  of  Berar.  Negociation  nuith 
the  Rajah,  nioho  refifes  to  accede  to  the  conditions  held  out  by  the  propofed 
treaty.  Goddard  Jets  out  on  his  tnarch  for  Poonah;  recei-ves  contradict- 
tory^  inflruciicns  on  the  --way,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  J'uperintend 
the  Bombay  army  ;  is  met  by  a  minijler  from  the  court  of  Poonah,  Avho 
defires  his  return  vjith  the  army  to  Bengal,  in  purfuance  of  the  treaty  of 
Worgaimi  :  Goddard  refifes  to  comply,  and  direds  his  courfe  to  Sural. 
Prejidency  of  Bombay  dfa'von.v  the  treaty  of  Worgaum,  and  thereby  ex- 
po/e  the  hojiages  to  great  apparent  danger.  Ne-zv  J'chemes  adopted  for  a 
fe-voliition  if?  the  Maratta  government.  Supreme  council  confirm  the  con- 
dud  of  Bombay  iti  difa'vo'ojing  the  connjentiou  of  Worgau7n ;  but  emponuer 
Goddard  to  negociate  a  treaty  upon  other  terms  ^with  the  Marattas.  Great 
preparations  at  the  fatne  time  made  for  -war,  and  a  reneival  of  the  nego~ 
ciaiion  nxiith  Moodajee  Boofa  determined.  Strong  complaints  made  by 
the  court  of  Poonah,  of  the  faithlefs  condud  of  the  company.  Ragobah 
efcafes  from  the  cufody  of  the  Marattas,  and  fies  for  refuge  to  Goddard* s 
camp ;  lAihich  increafes  the  aifjiciiltics  of  the  negociation  ivith  the 
former.  Various  caufs  'vjhich  led  to  the  confederacy  of  the  great  princes 
of  India  for  the  extermination  of  the  Englijh.  Marattas  break  off  the  ne- 
gociation ijjith  Goddard,  and  conclude  a  peace  and  alliance  tvith  Hyder 
Ally,  Treaty  of  alliance  concluded  by  the  fupreme  council  <v:ith  the 
Ranna  of  Ghod.  Gen.  Goddard  concludes  a  treaty  ivith  Futty  Sing ; 
takes  Ahmedabad,  the  capital  of  the  .Guzerat,  by  form,  and  reduces  the 
<whole  pro-vince.  Sindia  and  Holkar  arri've  luith  a  Maratta  artny. 
Siiidia  rejlores  the  gentlemen  ^vho  njoere  gi^ven  as  hojiages  at  Worgaum. 
Propofals  by  Sindia  for  an  accommodation  rejeded.  Gen,  Goddard  at- 
tacks and  defeats  the  Maratta  army.  Capt.  Camp  be  I  repulfes  Sindia, 
and  prejer'ues  his  con-voy.  Lieut.  Walfa  furpriz.es  and  defeats,  a  large 
body  of  Marattas.  Another  large  body  defeated  by  Major  Forbes.  Ma- 
jor Popha?n's  fucceJJ'es  on  the  Jide  of  Bengal;  drives  the  Marattas  out  of 
the  country  of  Ghod;  and  furprijes  the  fortrefs  of  Gualier,  nuhich  had 
alnuays  been  deemed  impregnable.  State  of  affairs  in  the  Carnatic. 
Treaty  iviih  Bazalet  jfung  for  the  Guntoor  Circar,  'with  other  tranf- 
adions,  ivhich  led  to  great  jealoufy,  difike,  and_  ill-nnill,  on  the  Jide  of 
the  Nizam  cf  th?  Decan,  and  of  Hyder  Ally.  [24 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.        III. 

State  of  affairs  o?i  the  coajt  of  CoromandeL  Mahie  taken.  Nabob  of  Arcot. 
Strong  indications  of  Hyder  AVy  s  indifpoftion  to  the  ponjernment  of  Madras, 
and  of  his  defgns  upon  the  Carnatic.  Ntgleci  of  preparation.  Dijjcntions 
in  council.  Hyder  in-uades  the  Carnatic  -Tvith  a  great  army.  Country 
ravaged;  Conjeveram  burnt.  Arcot  bejieged.  Gen.  Sir  He£Ior  Monro 
marches  <vjith  the  army  from  the  Mount,  iri  order  to  form  ajunilion  wjith 
Col.  Baillie,  and  to  relieve  Arcot.  Hyder  raifes  the  fege,  and  places 
his  army  in  a  poftion  fo  prevent  the  junction.  Baillie  defeats  Meer 
and  Tippoo  Saib,  but  Hyder' s  ivhole  army  being  in  his  n.vay,  is  unable 
to  proceed  on  his  march.  Col.  Fletcher  fent  luith  a  chofen  detachment 
to  reinforce  Baillie.  Defperate  adion  betvoeen  Hyder' s  army  and  the 
united  detachment.  Singular  gallantry  difplayed  by  that  fmall  body  of 
men.  Accidental  blowing  up  of  their  poivder,  changes  the  fortune  of 
the  day,  and  occafions  the  lofs  of  the  nvhole  corps.  Great  flaughter ;  Col, 
Fletcher  killed,  and  Baillie,  'vuith  a  fmall  number  cf  Europeans,  taken  pri- 

foners.  Gen.  Sir  H.  Monro  retreats  to  Chiiigleput,  and  from  thence  to 
Madras.  Deplorable  Jiate  of  the  country,  and  of  the  company's  affairs, 
Guntoor  Ctrcar  rejlored  to  Bazalet  fung ;  and  a  conciliatory  letter  je?it  to 
the  Nizam,  Hyder  rene<vos  the  fcge  of  Arcot.  Takes  the  city,  and  afters 
''Murds  the  fort  or  citadel.      Vigorous  meafures  taken  by  the  Supreme  Council^ 

for  the  relief  of  the  Carnatic.  Sir  Eyre  Coote  arri-ves  at  Madras,  ivith  a 
large  fum  of  money,  and  a  reinforcement  of  Europeans,  from  Bengal :  takes 
the  cominand  of  the  army.  Mr,  Whitchill  fufpended  from  his  office  of 
prefident  and  governor.  [rj 


C    H    A     P.        IV. 

Sir  Eyre  Code's  defgn  cf  relieving  the  bcfeged  fortreffes  confirmed  by  the 
opinion  of  the  council  ofivar,  and  the  approbation  of  the  feleSl  committee. 
Hyder  raifes  the  fege  of  lJ'andei.vaJh,  and  retires  'Vjith  precipitation,  on 
the  approach  cf  the  Briiijlj  army.  The  other  beleaguered  places  reheved 
and  Jupplied.  Dangers  arifing  fro?n  the  perfidy  of  the  French  at  Pondc- 
cherry  obviated,  by  the  Generals  difarming  the  inhabitants,  defraying 
their  boats,  and  removing  their  magazines  from  CarangoUy.  Hyder' s 
flipping  defircyed  in  his  o%K:n  ports  by  Sir  Edvuard  Hughes.  Sir  Eyre 
Coote  marches  to  Porto  Novo,  to  frufiratc  the  enemy's  defgn  on  Tritchi- 
napcli.  Hyder' s  itnmenfe  force.  Numberlefs  difiicultics  njjhich  the  Eng- 
lijh  General  had  to  fur  mount.  Grand  battle  on  the  \fi  of  July.  Hyder*  s 
'vafi  hofi,  after  a  very  long  and  ohjlinate  engagement ,  defeated.  Hyder 
retreats  to-xvards  Arcot,  and  Tippoo  Saib  raifes  the  fege  of  U'andeivafp. 
Englijh  General  marches  to  the  north-xvard,  and  forms  a  junction  ivith  the 
forces  from  Bengal.  Takes  Trepaffore,  defeats  Hyder,  in  a  hard  and 
difficult  confiiil,  on  the  Z']tb  of  Augufi.  Defeats  him  a  third  time  on  the 
l^th  of  September.  Succeeding  adions,  in  "xhich  the  Englijh  army  is 
6  ,  confiantly 
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eonfiantly  'vi&orious.  Dutch  fettlcments  on  the  ijland  of  Sumatra  fuh- 
dued.  Sir  Edzvard  Hughes,  and  Gen.  Sir  Hcclor  Monro,  beficge  Nega- 
fatam  by  fea  and  land.  Place  furrendered,  upon  conditions.  The  Jidmi-' 
ral  proceeds  to  the  ijland  of  Cejlon,  and  takes  the  Dutch  forts  and  fettle- 
ment  of  Trine  amale.  [79 

CHAP.      V. 

KelrofpeSii've  Vieiv  of  affairs  in  Europe  to  the'  clofe  of  the  year  1781. 
Second  attempt  of  France  upon  the  ijland  of  ferfey.  Baron  de  RuUecourt 
lands  his  troops  in  the  night,  and  fur  prizes  St.  Helier  the  capital.  Com- 
pels the  lieutenant-gonjernor  to  fgn  a  capitulation.  Summons  Elizabeth 
Cajile.  Is  gallantly  attached  in  the  to-vun  by  Major  Pierfon.  French 
commander  falls,  and  his  remaining  troops  furrender  prifoners  of  luar. 
Major  Pierfon  unj'ortunately  fain  in  the  infant  of  <vi£tory.  Necejjlties  of 
the  itihabitants  atid  garrijhn  of  Gibraltar.  Extraordinary  prices  of 
proHjifons  and  necefjaries.  Admiral  Darby  fails  <with  the  grand  feet 
and  a  large  convoy  to  its  relief.  Spanijh  feet  retires  into  Cadiz  at  his 
approach.  Gun-hoats.  Dreadful  cannonade  and  bombardment  of  the 
to-xvn  and  garrifon  from  the  Spanijh  catnp.  To-wn  defroyed,  and  many 
of  the  inhabitants  peri/h.  Con'voy  frc?n  St.  Euftatius  taken  by  M.  de  la 
Motte  Piquet.  Secret  expedition,  under  Commodore  fohnfone,  and  Gen. 
Meadcwes.  Fleet,  attacked  in  Port  Praya  Bay  by  M.  de  Suffrein.  French 
repuljed.  M.  de  Suffrein's  tifncly  arri-val  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
fruf  rates  the  dcfgn  upon  that  place.  Dutch  Jhips  taken  by  Mr.  John- 
done  in  Saldanha  Bay.  General  Elliot'' s  grand  fally  from  Gibraltar,  by 
ivhich  he  dfiroys  the  enemy'' s  batteries  and  ^-Morks.  Invafon  oj'  the  if  and 
of  Minorca.  Cotnlined  feets  return  from  that  fcr-vice,  to  cruize  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Channel.  Prcpofal  for  attacking  Adtniral  Darby  at  Torbay, 
cverruled  in  a  council  oj^  n.var.  Enetny,  fruf  rated  in  all  their  'vievjs, 
retire  to  their  refpedi-ve  ports.  State  of  the  nvar  'with  Holland,  in 
Europe.  Admiral  Hyde  Parker  fails  tdth  a  fmall  fquadron  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Baltic  trade.  Upon  his  return,  falls  in  tvith  Admiral 
Zoutman,  <v:ith  a  great  Dutch  ccn-xioy,  and.  a  fuperior  force.  Defperate 
engagement  on  the  Dogger-Bank.  Dutch  Fleet  and  con'voy  return  in 
great  difcrder  to  their  o-ivn  coafs.  HoUandia  of  k%  guns  funk.  Confe- 
quences  of  the  aSIion.  Royal  •'vift  to  Admiral  Parker  at  the  Nore.  Ad- 
miral Kempenfeldt  fails  to  intercept  a  great  con'voy  fitted  out  at  Bref, 
'with  troops,  fores  and  fupplies,  for  the  French  feets  and  armies  in  the 
Eaft  and  Wef  Indies.  Falls  in  'vjith  and  takes  feveral  of  the  con-vcy ; 
hut  difco'vers  the  enemy  to  he  fo  greatly  Juperior  in  force,  that  he  could  not 
profecute  the  defign  farther.  [96 

C    H    A    P.        VI. 

State  of  parties  at  the  meeting  of  parliainent.  Debates  on  the  Jpeech  front 
the  throne.  Addreffes  mo'ved  in  both  Houfes,  and  amendments  propofed 
and  rejeded.      Debate   refumed  on  the   report   of  the    addrefs  from   the 

committee. 


CONTENTS, 
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change  his.  miniflers.  I '  5  * 

CHAP.       VIII. 

Nexv  Adminifraticn  formed  under  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham.  Public 
meafures  Jlipulated  for.  Recefs  of  parlia/zient  during  the  Eafler  holidays. 
Debate  on  the  affairs  of  Ireland.  Mcffage  from  the  king,  and  addrefs. 
Addrefs  fro7n  the  Parlia7ne7it  of  h-eland.  Repeal  of  the  ad  of  the  6th  of 
Geo.  L  Addrejs  of  thanks  fro7n  the  hijh  HouJ'e  of  Co77i7/ions,  and  vot£  of 
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William  Pitt,  for  a  committee  to  enquire  into  the  Jiate  of  the  reprefentation 
in  parliament,  rejeded,  upon  a  di'vijion.  Refolutions  re/peeling  Ex- 
chequer, and  other  offices.  Death  of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham, 
Changes  in  the  minijlry.  Debates  on  the  jubjed,  in  both  houfes.  Short 
Jiate  of  the  proceedings  on  the  Reports  cf  the  India  Committee.  King's 
Speech.  [177 
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Retrofpedi've  ine-vj  of  affairs  in  North  America  and  the  Wejt- Indies,  in 
the  year  178 1.  South  Carolina.  Battle  at  the  Euta^jo  Springs.  Col. 
Stuart,  ■^vith  the  Britijh  forces,  retires  to  Charles  To-xvn.  IJland  of 
St.  Eiijiatius  furpri%ed  and  taken  by  the  Marquis  de  Bouille.  Dutch 
fettlements  of  Dcmerary  and  Effequibo  recovered  by  France.  Marquis  de 
Bouille  in-vades  the  Ijland  of  St.  Chrijlopher's,  ^with  8,000  men,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1 782,  and  is  fupported  by  the  Count  de  GraJJe, 
'voith  a  great  feet.  Gen.  Frafer  and  th(  Go'vernor,  tvith  the  fe-iv  troops 
on  the  if  and,  retire  to  Brimjione  Hill.  Gallatit  attempt  made  by  Ad- 
miral Sir  Samuel  Hood,  ^jith  a  'very  inferior  force,  to  fa^ue  the  if  and : 
draivs  the  enemy  out  to  Jea,  and  then  feizes  the  anchorage  ground  in  Baffe- 
terre  Road,  nxihich  they  had  jnf  quitted.  French  feet  repeatedly  attack 
fhe  Englijh  fquadron,  and  are  repulfed  ivith  lofs.  Works  on  Brimftone 
Hill  in  no  degree  anftverable  to  the  frength  of  the  ftuation.  Gallant 
defence  made  by  the  garrifon.  All  the  attempts  made  by  the  Admiral, 
and  by  Gen.  Prefcot,  for  the  relief  of  the  place,  pro-ue  ineffedual.  The 
<vjorks  and  buildings  on  the  top  of  the  hill  being  almof  entirely  defrayed. 
Gen.  Frafer  and  Go'v.  Shirley  are  obliged  to  capitulate,  and  obtain  con- 
ditions highly  honourable  to  the  garrifon,  and  ad'vantageous  to  the  if  and. 
Englif)  fquadron  fip  their  cables,  and  return  to  Barbadoes,  Neaiis  and 
Mofitferrat  folloiv  the  fortune  of  St.  Chrifopher's.  Formidable  prepa- 
rations by  France  and  Spain  for  the  in^afon  of  'Jamaica.  Admiral  Sir 
George  Rodney  arri'ves  ivith  a  frong  reinforcement  from  England,  and 
takes  the  command  of  the  feet.  Fails  in  his  dcfgn  of  intercepting  the 
French  con'voy  frotn  Brefl.  Puts  into  St.  Lucia  to  reft,  and  to  nuatch 
the  motions  of  the  enemy.  Objeds,  and  refpedi-ve  force,  of  the  com- 
manders on  both  fides.  Perilous  fate  of  the  Englifj  affairs  in  the  Wef- 
Indies.  M.  de  Graffe  proceeds  ^with  his  feet  and  a  great  convoy  from 
Fort-  Royal,  in  order  to  form  a  jundiofi  ivith  the  French  and  Spanijh 
forces  at  Hifpaniola.  Is  immediately  purfued  by  Sir  George  Rodney. 
Partial  engagement  betnveen  the  French  feet  and  the  njan  of  the  Englijh, 
"on  the  qth  of  April.  Great  fea-fght  on  the  \zth,  <u;hich  lafs  from 
fun-rife  to  fun-fet.  Gallantry  difplayed  on  both  fides.  Fretich  feet  en~ 
tirely  routed.  The  Count  de  Graffe  taken  in  the  Ville  de  Paris,  Four 
other  Jhips  of  the  line  taken,  and  one  funk.  Various  particulars  of  the 
adion,  Cefar,  one  of  the  French  prizes,  blovjn  up  on  the  night  of  the 
battle.  Admiral  Sir  Samuel  Hood  detached  ^ivith  a  fquadron,  in  pur- 
fuit  of  the  enemy.  Takes  t^vo  French  Jhips  of  the  line,  and  tiuo  frigates, 
in   the  Mona  p^ffage.     Sir  George  Roaney  proceeds  ivith  the  Count  de 
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'Crajfe  and  the  prizes  to  Jamaica.  Cotifeqiiences  of  the  late  'viBory. 
Honours  to  the  fucce/sful  commanders.  Lord  Rodney  returns  to  England, 
and  is  fuccceded  by  Admiral  Pigot.  hiadi-vity  of  the  oppofile  armies  in 
North-America,  confirmed  by  the  refoluiions  of  Parliament,  and  by  the  fub- 
fequent  negociations  for  peace.  [  ^  ^  9 
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Minorca.  Siege  of  Fort  St.  Philip.  Fatal  progrefs  cf  the  fcurvy  and 
other  diforders  in  the  garrifon.  Weaknefs  in  point  of  number.  Succefsful 
attack  on  the  Duke  de  Crillon^s  head-quarters  at  Cape  Mola.  Ponder 
magazine  blc-ivn  up,  bomb  battery  de/lroyed,  and  a  Jhip  funk,  by  the  fire 
from  the  fortrefs.  Garrifon  being  reduced  by  ficknefs.  General  Murray 
fubmits  to  the  necejfity  of  a  capitulation.  Humanity  and  teiidernefs  oftl?e 
enemy  to  the  fick.  Coafis  of  thefe  kingdoms  threatened  by  the  enemy.  Ad- 
miral Barrington  fails  --with  a  fquadron  to  the  Bay,  and  falls  in  njoith  a 
French  con'voy.  Captain  Jar-uis  takes  the  Pegafeofq^  S""^-  Mofl  of 
the  con'voy  taken.  U Adionaire,  cf  64  guns,  taken  by  Capt.  Maitland. 
Lord  Honve  fails  to  the  coafi  of  Holland.  Dutch  fleet  returns  to  the  Texel 
upon  his  approach.  Combined  fleets,  in  their  ivay  from  Cadiz,  fall  in 
nvith  the  Ne^wfoundland  and  i^iebec  con-voy,  and  take  fenjeral  njeffels. 
Combined  fleets  approach  the  channel.  Lord  Hoivi  fails,  'with  a  very^ 
inferior  force,  to  protc£l  the  great  Jamaica  ccn-joy .  Enemy  return  to 
port,  ivithtut  efl~eSling  a  junSion  nvith  the  Dutch,  or  being  able  to  inter- 
cept the  con'voy.  Preparations  for  the  relief  of  Gibraltar.  Royal  George 
man  of  'war  lofl  at  Portfmouth  ;  Admiral  Kempenfeldt,  fe-jeral  oflicers, 
nvith  a  great  number  of  people,  unfoi'tunately  pi;rijh.  Lord  Howue  fails 
for  the  relief  of  Gibraltar.  State  of  that  fortrefs.  Vnfl  preparations ^ 
by  fea  and  land,  for  its  attack,  by  the  combined  fleets  and  armies  of  France 
and  Spain.  Confidence  placed  in  the  ne'W  conflruSled  battering  Jhips  con- 
trived by  the  Chevalier  de  Arcon.  Some  account  of  thofc  formidable  ma- 
chines. Arrival  of  the  French  Princes  of  the  blood  in  the  camp  before 
Gibraltar.  Letters  betvjeen  the  Duke  de  Crillon  and  General  Elliot. 
UnexpeSled  and  violent  cannonade  and  bo?nbardment  from  the  garrifon,  by 
nvhich  the  enemy'' s  'works  fuff'er  greatly.  Violent  fire  on  the  fortrefs.  Com- 
bined fleets  arrive  at  Atgeziras.  Grand  attack.  Dreadful  cannonade 
.  and  bombardment,  from  the  lines,  the  battering  Jhips,  and  the  garrifon. 
Admiral's  JJjip  and  another,  at  length  fit  on  fire,  and  blov.'  up  in  the 
flight.  General  confiagration.  Extraordinary  exertions  of  gallantry  and 
humanity,  difplayed  by  Captain  Curtis,  and  his  feamen  in  the  gun-boats, 
in  faving  the  enemy  from  the  flames.  Battering  jhips  entirely  deflroyed. 
Storm  in  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar.  Spanijh  jhip  of  the  line  driven  under  the 
batteries,  and  taken  by  the  garrifon.  Britijh  fieet  arrives  in  the  Straits. 
Mofl  of  the  ftore  pips  mifs  the  Bay,  and  pafs  'with  the  fleet  into  the  Mrdi- 
terraucan.  Combined  fleets  folloiv,  but  avoid  ailion.  Lord  Hywe  hav- 
ing landed  the  troops,  and  juccefsfully  relieved  Gibraltar,  repafj'es  the 
Straits.  Folloived  by  the  combined  fleets.  Dijlant  cannonade,  and  par- 
tial ad  ion  in  thi  Atlantic.  [2' 5 
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